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UNITY

Romans 14:17;  Nehemiah 1:1-7 (to ‘against thee’);

7:61-65;  8:1-3,6-10,13-17;  12:43

Song of Songs 4:12-16;  5:1

I seek help from the Lord to speak about how it is according to God’s purpose that saints may dwell together in unity.  We see that expressed in Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” (v.1); it is pleasing to God, joyous to God.  How is it arrived at?  It is arrived at morally.  We have been hearing today about what is moral, the moral road, and we have been reminded recently in our area of the moral road that we are to take.  What we read of here is the moral road spelt out in relation to the kingdom of God.  The kingdom of God is the foundation of what is normal in the assembly.  We see here that what is found characteristically in the kingdom of God is given in an ordered way.  It does not say righteousness, peace, but “righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”.  It is maintained in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The kingdom of God is what is maintained down here in the power of the Spirit, according to the light of heaven.  Its characteristics are the principles of righteousness first, and then peace, and then joy.  They are in contrast to what is adverse; righteousness in contrast to lawlessness, peace in contrast to confusion, and joy in contrast to murmuring.  So if there are, and sometimes there are, conditions in which unity is not evident, then we must face it, and go back upstream and say ‘What is the way of recovery?’.  The way of recovery is through righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

Where do we see the standard of righteousness?  It is in the Lord Jesus.  We have been engaged with Him – how thankful I was to come here and be confirmed as engaged with the Lord Jesus as the righteous One.  He is distinguished by God as the righteous One, and peace is founded upon righteousness.  If righteousness is not fulfilled there cannot be conditions of peace, and if there is no peace, there is no lasting joy, no true joy.  But it is all maintained in the power of the Spirit.  We see the standard of righteousness in the Lord Jesus and we see in the kingdom of God what is regulated by God.  As a physical illustration, look up at the heavens.  You need to go out of the cities of Aberdeen or Manchester on a dark, clear night, and look up, and you see the heavens.  You see what was set there by God.  It is a scene of peace because everything is ordered.  Who put the stars there?  Who put the planets there?  God did, through Christ, of course, as the Creator.  As He founded the earth, there was joy among the sons of God, they “shouted for joy” (Job 38:7).  What God does is righteous, wonderfully right.  What holds the stars there, what holds the planets?  There are great forces.  If you take a tennis ball, what happens if you let it go?  Does it drift round the room?  Does it stay where it is?  It falls down.  You may say, ‘That is obvious, it has always done that’.  But what causes it?  It is because it is attracted towards the centre of the earth.  How attractive righteousness is, seen in the Lord Jesus; He loved righteousness, and hated lawlessness.  The result of that is that God anointed Him with oil of gladness above His companions (Heb.1:9).  What joy it was to the heart of God to see righteousness fulfilled in the person of His beloved Son.  Righteousness is seen in Him.

What about peace?  We read of the peace-offering (Lev.3) and of how the Lord Jesus has made peace.  How was that made?  It was made “by the blood of his cross”, Col.1:20.  When there are not conditions of peace, when there is confusion, what is the answer to it?  The answer to it is in the cross of Christ, where I have to see that my opinion, my thoughts, what I am naturally, are all gone.  He was made sin, and that is gone, that is judged before God, so that the very basis of the peace-offering is the death of Christ.  I have to see that I come to the end of my opinion and of my natural thoughts, my way of thinking about how the testimony should proceed.  He is the peace-offering, and peace is founded upon righteousness.  

As peace is known, there is joy known amongst the saints.  How is true joy maintained?  It is maintained by the Holy Spirit.  We are to provide conditions whereby the Spirit is free.  We have appreciated the time of enquiry together, where the Holy Spirit is free, but back in our localities, we are to provide conditions where the Holy Spirit is free.  We have been reminded of the need for self-judgment.  Sometimes failure comes in and where do I start?  With self-judgment.  That is why I read in Nehemiah, where we see that there was what was in ruins, what was disastrous.  It draws attention to the fact that “the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins”.  Now we know that that speaks very much of the breakdown of the church publicly.  We can also apply it to where there is a breach in the wall, where there is a breach of fellowship.  Where a breach has come in, it is shameful and it is potentially disastrous; the enemy can come in and spoil what is for God.  We read later in this book of the chambers of the treasure-house (Neh.10.38), the result of what was recovered through the exercises of one man initially, who went to God, who spoke to God about the problem, about the disaster.  Who does he speak to?  He speaks to the God of the heavens.  How stable the heavens are.  There is a God of the heavens and as we look at the way God is working, He does everything righteously.  There is what is stable there.  We speak to Him, we find His mind, His direction.  But firstly I have to judge myself.  As our brother has been reminding us, the most difficult person to judge is myself, what I think of myself.  Perhaps I might only smite the ground three times, but it is five or six times that is needed (2 Kings 13:18,19), and that is like Nehemiah.  What does he say?  He speaks of confessing the sins of the children of Israel, “which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father’s house have sinned.  We have acted very perversely against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances that thou commandedst thy servant Moses”.  He took it upon himself.  Do we feel as God feels, do we feel the disaster that comes in through a breach of fellowship?  Do I say, ‘As an older brother, I should have been a right influence’?  I have to take it upon myself.  

Then in chapter 2, verse 18, we read of how Nehemiah found others similarly exercised, similarly feeling matters in relation to the ruin.  And what happens?  Firstly, God puts in Nehemiah’s heart what he could do for Jerusalem.  Are you committed to the assembly?  Are you committed to the wellbeing of what is for the heart of Christ in your local assembly, in your local place?  You may say, ‘Conditions are bad’.  But you can make it better by one, and God will put it in your heart to do something about it as you face that in yourself, then you find that there are others similarly exercised. And so this revival, beginning with Nehemiah himself, grows in strength; it expands.  The revival that we often speak about began nearly two hundred years ago in the souls of those who were exercised and moved by the Holy Spirit.  It was a wonderful movement set on by the Holy Spirit.  It is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, and in any revival we find that we have resource in the Holy Spirit.  He is the power for the working out and the demonstration and the experience of the kingdom of God down here.  

In chapter 7, it comes closer home to our households.  Every household was tested about whether they could be found in the genealogical register.  What does that mean?  Some said, ‘We are descended from Barzillai’.  He was a good man, he supplied in great abundance what was needed in the escape of David, and so this family thought, ‘We are descended from Barzillai, we are all right’.  But the test was their genealogy.  It is a righteous obligation on every believer seeking fellowship to look back to see whether the ground on which he or she meets is on right moral foundations.  The Lord has directed the saints step by step in the testimony, and sometimes it has involved conflict.  We do not like conflict, but sometimes it is conflict for the truth, the defence of the testimony, the defence of what is due to the Lord Jesus.  And in doing that, we are to remember our leaders; Hebrews 13 says, “Remember your leaders” (v.7).  We have been speaking of our brother who was local here; that is for you in Aberdeen, and we think in Manchester of those who have led us there.  But then we can go further back to those who have spoken the word of God, and we are to remember the issue of their conversation, and to imitate their faith.  How much we owe to these men who have gone before, who have ministered the truth to us; it cost them much, and they needed faith to go on, and the Lord helped them.  

It helps to understand what may be happening currently by seeing what has happened in the history of the assembly.  Read the book on the ‘Recovery and Maintenance of the Truth’.  You may think it is a little difficult to begin with but start reading it; ask somebody who has read it and you will find help.  Pray about it and use it to see what happened at different times in the testimony.  That would be proving your genealogy.  But then a matter might come up where something might need to be resolved, and how is it resolved?  It is resolved in verse 65, “that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up the priest with Urim and Thummim”.  That is the high priest.  The Urim and the Thummim were put into the breastplate of judgment and the scripture speaks of it being upon the heart of Aaron (Exod.28:30).  Think of how the breastplate of judgment is upon the heart of the Lord Jesus; it is according to His affections and He maintains judgment before God continually.  So we can turn to Him about anything; there is nothing that cannot be resolved.  Just turn to Him and you will find the answer – the certain, clear answer is upon His heart.

In chapter 8, what we see is further progress.  All the people came together “as one man”.  Oh, that we might come together as one man, to seek the Lord’s mind in present matters, that we might hear the Spirit’s voice and be moved as one man!  It requires manliness to go over these things, but the men and the women were there together and their desire and their affections come out in their urgency to look into the word and hear the law.  Where was it done?  It was in the “open place that was before the water-gate”.  That represents our making room for the Holy Spirit; righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.  Make room for the Holy Spirit!  It was in the open place; there was no obstruction.  The will of man was put to one side and it was simply the voice of God in clarity, so that their understandings were opened.  It says they “caused the people to understand the law; and the people stood in their place”; they answered to it.  What was their answer?  First there was one ‘amen’, and then there was another ‘amen’ – it is wonderful to hear the ‘amens’ of the saints as they are carried by what is voiced of God.  This was a wonderful thing, and it caused the joy of Jehovah to be brought out.  Their weeping was turned to joy; it says “For all the people wept”.  Think of how God was looking upon those tears.  We were reminded recently about the tears that God treasures in His bottle (Ps.56:8); there were the tears of Nehemiah, there were the tears of the people here, but they were quickly turned to joy.  There was a going over of the ground, going over the problem, going over the difficulty, but there was repentance and finding the resolution upon the heart of the high priest, so that their grief was turned to joy; “for the joy of Jehovah is your strength”.  It is the joy of God; He would have us enter into His joy.  The young man in Luke 15 came back in repentance, but it was a wonderful surprise to him that he was received with joy; that was immediate.  God would bring us into joy, dear brethren, as we face our responsibilities individually, in our households and collectively.  God would bring us into His joy and into His strength, that His strength might become our strength.  We might feel utterly weak, utterly ashamed, and have to hang our heads in shame at our own failure, but as we strengthen ourselves in God, we find that the joy of Jehovah is our strength. 

Then we see that there was still further progress.  We have often been reminded in ministry that verses 13 to 17 were like a three day meeting to enquire into the Scriptures, and fresh light came out.  You might say, ‘It was in the law already, it had already been known’, but they enquired.  It says that “they found written in the law which Jehovah had commanded through Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month”.  They found it – it was like a fresh beam of light to the people, as if they had never appreciated it before.  You come away from meetings like this and you might say ‘I have never understood it that way before’.  But rather than forgetting all about it, what happens is that the result of it is proclaimed in all the cities.  When we go back to our places, what happens is that there is fruit and activity in love, the brethren working together in love, working together in harmony, dwelling together.  As we have often been reminded, that is Ephesian territory.

So we begin with Romans, we begin with the kingdom of God and we tread this moral road, but soon, as you go through the epistle to the Colossians and experience the reality of the epistle to the Ephesians, you find with the Holy Spirit’s help that there are conditions of restfulness, conditions of joy, conditions of holy activity.  They went up to the mountain and fetched olive branches; that was activity in urgency.  We have been reading about how Achsah urged her father to give her the field (Josh 15:19) and about how the Father interrupted Peter to speak well of His beloved Son (Matt.17:5).  This activity here was promoted by the reading and the finding in the law what was proper to the joy of Israel.  So they went and fetched “olive-branches, and wild olive-branches, and myrtle-branches, and palm-branches, and branches of thick trees”.  What variety there was, what appreciation of the supply of the Spirit, what life, what liberty, what victory.  What variety there is in the saints!  There are many hundreds of brethren here today and it is a privilege to be among them.  What variety there is in the hearts of the saints, set in holy activity together, dwelling in heavenly conditions together in the appreciation of Christ.

I read from the Song of Songs because there we see what is joyous and what is normal.  We have read in Nehemiah of what was abnormal and how it was met righteously, how it was met by going on that moral road.  In the Song of Songs, we see represented what is normal in the assembly, and what will be seen by the remnant of Israel.  But it is our privilege in our day to be here in the light of the assembly, and to cater for what is for the heart of Christ, for His joy.  The word joy is not mentioned here, but it is very evident that it is a very joyous scene.  You see here the joy of the bridegroom and the joy of the lover of the bridegroom, and what she brings and what she provides.  The wall is complete in verse 12 but that is not an end in itself – it is enclosed for Him.  It protects what is precious, it protects and conserves the fragrance that is in the hearts of the saints and it is a place where the “well of living waters” is known.  I love this phrase, “Which stream from Lebanon”.  Think of what streams from Lebanon!  What does that speak of?  The Lord Jesus, the Man in the glory.  These streams from Lebanon, coming to us by the Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with Christ.  We gaze in our hearts on Christ.  Oh, what liberty, what joy comes as we make way together for the Holy Spirit!  

Then we read of the north wind and the south wind.  We have been reminded recently that the north wind would be discipline, discipline allowed of the Lord Jesus.  Job 37 says “From the north cometh gold” (v.22).  That is like chapters 11 and 12 of John’s gospel.  The Lord Jesus allowed the north wind to come to that family at Bethany, allowed death to come in, allowed those conditions where tears were known.  Those dear lovers of the Lord Jesus experienced Him weeping with them.  He knew the answer, but He wept with them, for they were in His affections, and He was feeling in His spirit for them in their sorrow.  But their grief was turned to joy as they saw the glory of God.  What a wonderful thing!  The result of it in John chapter 12 was the outpouring of the ointment upon the feet of Jesus by one who had gained from the north wind, and who had treasured in her heart that which was so precious to Him.  That little company in Bethany was precious to the Lord Jesus.  He was invited there.  We read, “Let my beloved come into his garden”; think of how the Lord Jesus was invited.  It is not like Laodicea, where He had to keep knocking and He was on the outside.  This is in contrast to that, it is where the Lord is loved.  There is what is for Him and what is like Him, what is of Him, and what caters for His own heart.  It says – what wonderful grace and wonderful affection – “I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk”.  These ingredients were what she had gathered in her affection.  Our affection for Christ is for His heart.  “My honeycomb”; that is the saints working together in love and in enjoyment of the truth together, in enjoyment of our heavenly portion and in enjoyment of Christ.  It is a joy to His heart.  The result of that is that He says, “Eat, O friends”.  Friends are proven persons, quality persons, persons who have acted in scenes of adversity, scenes in which they have proved themselves faithful to Him.  He says “Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, beloved ones!”. 

What abundance there is under the hand of Christ.  He is Head of the assembly (Col.1:18), and we know the variety of the fruits; it says “with all trees of frankincense”.  What variety there is in all the saints – it needs all the saints to know the love of the Christ in its breadth and length and depth and height (Eph.3:18).  What a privilege it is to be here in this large company; yet it is only a very small fragment of what is found in the assembly.  What abundance there is under the hand of Christ which will come out in the day of display.  May each of us be exercised, may we be searched that we might fulfil our responsibilities in our own localities so that there might be resultant joy, joy through unity amongst the saints, and as a result, joy for the heart of Christ, for His name’s sake.

Address at Aberdeen, Scotland

5 August 2016

J.B. Ikin 

 


Scripture references

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

Nehemiah 1:1-7 (JND) [1] The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the fortress, [2] that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and [certain] men of Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, who were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. [3] And they said to me, Those who remain, that are left of the captivity there in the province, are in great affliction and reproach; and the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins, and its gates are burned with fire. [4] And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat and wept, and mourned for days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of the heavens, [5] and said, I beseech thee, Jehovah, God of the heavens, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and keep his commandments. [6] Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, to hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee at this time, day and night, for the children of Israel thy servants, confessing the sins of the children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's house have sinned. [7] We have acted very perversely against thee, and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances that thou commandedst thy servant Moses.

Song of Solomon 4:12-16 (JND) [12] A garden enclosed is my sister, [my] spouse; A spring shut up, a fountain sealed. [13] Thy shoots are a paradise of pomegranates, with precious fruits; Henna with spikenard plants; [14] Spikenard and saffron; Calamus and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; Myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices: [15] A fountain in the gardens, A well of living waters, Which stream from Lebanon. [16] Awake, north wind, and come, [thou] south; Blow upon my garden, [that] the spices thereof may flow forth. Let my beloved come into his garden, And eat its precious fruits.

Song of Solomon 5:1 (JND) [1] I am come into my garden, my sister, [my] spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, beloved ones!

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Job 38:7 (JND) [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Leviticus 3 (JND) [1] And if his offering be a sacrifice of peace-offering, if he present [it] of the herd, whether a male or female, he shall present it without blemish before Jehovah. [2] And he shall lay his hand on the head of his offering, and slaughter it at the entrance of the tent of meeting; and Aaron's sons, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood on the altar round about. [3] And he shall present of the sacrifice of peace-offering an offering by fire to Jehovah; the fat that covereth the inwards, and all the fat that is on the inwards, …

Colossians 1:20 (JND) [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Nehemiah 10:38 (JND) [38] And the priest the son of Aaron shall be with the Levites, when the Levites take tithes; and the Levites shall bring up the tithe of the tithes to the house of our God, into the chambers of the treasure-house.

2 Kings 13:18-19 (JND) [18] And he said, Take the arrows. And he took [them]. And he said to the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. [19] And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then wouldest thou have smitten the Syrians till thou hadst consumed [them]; whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Exodus 28:30 (JND) [30] And thou shalt put into the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim, that they may be upon Aaron's heart when he goeth in before Jehovah; and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before Jehovah continually.

Psalms 56:8 (JND) [8] *Thou* countest my wanderings; put my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Joshua 15:19 (JND) [19] And she said, Give me a blessing; for thou hast given me a southern land; give me also springs of water. Then he gave her the upper springs and the lower springs.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

Job 37 (JND) [1] Aye, my heart trembleth at this also, and leapeth up out of its place: [2] Hear attentively the roar of his voice, and the murmur going forth from his mouth. [3] He sendeth it forth under the whole heaven, and his lightning unto the ends of the earth. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Ephesians 3:18 (JND) [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height;



FAITHFULNESS

Ruth 2:8,9,19-23;  Acts 15:36-41;  16:1-5

The book of Ruth, one of only two in the Bible bearing the name of a woman, contains a very attractive story, the story of the penniless stranger who married the mighty man of wealth and became the grandmother of the great king David.  In Matthew’s gospel, her name appears in the genealogy of “Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham”, Matt.1:1.  I understand that the book itself at one time formed part of the book of Judges, but through the operations of the Holy Spirit it now has its own entity and identity, and I think it contains some lessons from which we might profit.

The book starts with a scene of great distress; it was in the time of the judges, but we are not told who the judge was at this time.  A famine was in the land.  Both of those events were reflections of the unfaithfulness of the people.  When they went into the land, it was “a land flowing with milk and honey” (Deut.6:3) where there was superabundance of everything, and they had Jehovah’s command to dispossess the inhabitants that were there.  They did not do that completely, and in consequence, from time to time, great crises arose.  They were oppressed by nations which they had formerly subdued, or by people who had been in fear of them by reason of God’s support for them as they came out of Egypt, journeyed through the wilderness and went into the land.  These conditions had arisen because of their unfaithfulness.  

This was not the first famine in the land nor would it be the last, but the remarkable thing is that, as far as we read, only Elimelech and his wife and their two sons went down to Moab.  Everybody else, it would seem, stayed in Bethlehem, which means ‘house of bread’, and there is no record of anybody having died as a consequence of the famine.  These people, when they went down to Moab, were not paupers; Naomi says “I went out full, and Jehovah has brought me home again empty” (chap.1:21).  They not only had possessions, but they also had an inheritance which they had left behind, a valuable piece of land which was appreciated later by Boaz.  It was a very retrograde step indeed for them to go down to Moab, a nation which had a very unsavoury beginning, of which little good is spoken of in the Old Testament.  God had prohibited His people from having anything to do with the Moabites; they were not to come into the congregation unto the tenth generation (Deut.23:3), which effectively meant forever.  The Moabites, through the agency of Balaam, had been used in the corruption of the people of God, so Moab was a place to be avoided at all costs.  Moab was described as a proud nation, a nation which had refused succour to the people after they had come out of the wilderness.  

But Elimelech and his family went down and there is no indication in the scripture that they derived anything from Moab while they were there.  I think we might safely assume that whatever possessions they did have had dwindled until they were in a state of desperation.  The man whose name meant ‘whose God is king’ (chap.1:2, note ‘c’), died, then the two sons married Moabitish wives, and that effectively meant that they were trapped in Moab.  It took a while for the news to filter through, because they had estranged themselves, and they were there in Moab for about ten years, but eventually Naomi heard that God had “visited His people to give them bread” (chap.1:6).  That brought about a change and she then made the return move.  

The next step was that Naomi started on the return journey to Bethlehem, back to the ‘house of bread’, taking her two daughters-in-law with her; three widows together.  They went a certain distance and then they came to the point of decision.  That is something that challenges each one of us!  Maybe some here, perhaps some of our younger brethren are halting, as it were, “between two opinions”, 1 Kings 18:21.  The Lord would encourage us all to make the type of commitment that Ruth made.  It was a commitment for the remainder of her life; “whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God; where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried” (Ruth 1:16); very fine, touching words and an example to each one of us.  So I would encourage all of us, if necessary, to renew our commitment, and those who have not committed themselves, or are in a state of indecision, to come to the Lord and seek to recognise His rights. 

Then we come to the passage that was read, where the word from Boaz to Ruth was that she should not reap in another field.  Now other fields may seem attractive to us.  This was the time of harvest, and the field of Boaz was not the only one that was being reaped.  There might have been other fields that looked much more prosperous, more attractive, but the field that the Lord was blessing was the field of Boaz.  Think of what was available for Ruth there!  She had come to take refuge under the wings of Jehovah, the God of Israel, (Ruth 2:12) and she was made welcome in this field.  There was a place where she had employment, and she had remuneration through what she gleaned.  It was a place where there was food and water for her; it was a place where she had companionship in the maidens.  It was a place too where she had protection, for Boaz had enjoined the young men that they were not to touch her.  

Are we prepared to glean in that field?  Think of what might have happened if Ruth had gone to another field.  She would have missed out on all the attendant blessings that flowed through her continuance in the field that was being reaped.  There was someone who had a nearer right of redemption, but as the story unfolded it became clear that that person was unable to redeem; that speaks of the law.  Ruth would have been left without resource, probably without a home.  But she had these admonitory words from Boaz, and also from her mother-in-law – no doubt an impression gleaned from experience on the part of Naomi who knew what it was to be in the infertile and inhospitable fields of Moab.  

Dear brethren, let us keep our eyes on the field that is being reaped and let us remain there, the place where the Lord is operating and where there is sufficiency for each one of us.  We have no need of anything else, we have no need to look elsewhere; let us remain in the field that is being reaped.  Ruth heeded the admonition, she continued right to the end of the harvest season and we know the story that followed.  Boaz committed himself to Ruth and he undertook to redeem that which the other person could not redeem.  So he becomes a type of the Lord Jesus, the only One who can redeem us, the only One who can save us, the only One who can give us that which satisfies and meets our every need.  The result is great blessing and joy.  This stranger is welcomed amongst the people of God, given a place there, an honoured place and her name is enshrined for us in Scripture as an outstanding example of divine grace towards those who have no claim whatsoever!  So the Lord would seek to encourage each one of us.  We are no longer strangers and foreigners, but “fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”, Eph.2:19.

We read in the Acts of the Apostles.  There are few people in the New Testament who are more highly spoken of than Barnabas.  We are told that he was “a good man and full of the Holy Spirit” (chap.11:24).  He was a Levite, and was one who possessed land, and sold it.  Unlike Ananias and Sapphira, he brought the entire proceeds and laid them at the feet of the apostles, so he was a very estimable man in every way.  He became acquainted with Paul, Saul of Tarsus as he then was.  Barnabas himself had been greatly used in Antioch in the establishment of the assembly there, the place where the disciples were first called Christians (chap.11:26).  There was an impending crisis which I think Barnabas must have foreseen, and he went away at that point to Tarsus and he brought Saul to Antioch.  That was a vital move, in that when the trouble arose later, when judaising teachers came down from Jerusalem, Paul was there, and was enabled to withstand Peter to the face (Gal.2:11).  Peter at that time played a dissembling part, but Paul was a straightforward man and Barnabas recognised the potential that was there.  

Then we come to the point where a diverse company was assembled in Antioch, and the Holy Spirit said “Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them” (chap.13:2).  So they went and had a very effective ministry.  They carried the gospel into territory that had never been evangelised before, bringing the good news to persons who, many of them, had never heard of God, speaking to idolaters and Jews alike, and they had a very successful initial journey.  Mark was with them for a part of the way, but he defected and went back.  

In chapter 15, the great crisis at Antioch had been resolved.  Paul then felt free to leave things there, entrusted no doubt to good hands, and his intention was to go and encourage the brethren in the places which they had already visited.  Then this unhappy incident arose where Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them.  This is a prime illustration for us of the danger of bringing family relationships into the things of God.  Family relationships often tend to cloud our judgment.  In the Old Testament, Levi was chosen by God, because Levi had been faithful in a time of great crisis, when some of the tribe of Levi had to deal with persons of their same tribe; there were persons who stood faithful.  So here we have Barnabas, a good man, a just man, an upright man, a man full of the Holy Spirit, a man who had been greatly used, who had gone through much, and yet this warm feeling arose because Mark was his cousin.  We have to be wary of these family relationships and consider for the Lord and not for our relatives, or else disaster may result.  

In the event, Paul chose Silas.  The Lord will not be frustrated in His dealings.  Barnabas went out of circulation, he went to Cyprus and we never hear of him again in relation to the spread and furtherance of the testimony.  Mark was recovered later, but think of all that he missed of Paul’s company and the experiences that followed in the subsequent chapters.  It is good to think of Mark being recovered; in his closing epistle to Timothy, Paul wrote “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, 2 Tim.4:11.  Well, that was good and he was recovered, but he missed out on a great deal in the interim.  

So Paul takes Silas and they go away, and then they come to these localities Derbe and Lystra and he takes Timothy.  Through the operation of this family tie, Barnabas lost out, but the Lord does not lose out.  The Lord had His reserves; faithful people who went through.  Silas was there in that prison with Paul, and Timothy was called to be with Paul in his closing days.  So the Lord, in His wisdom, overrules all these things, and it is for us to be in accord with His own thoughts.  The outcome is a blessed one; there is comfort and there is establishment, and there is increase.  We have known what reduction is, we have known what unfaithfulness is, and we cannot claim anything for ourselves.  But I think the Lord would honour those who seek to stand for His rights, not having a judgment clouded by other reasons, whether they be family or otherwise.

I commend the word to the brethren, and may the Lord bless it to us for His name’s sake.

Address at Grimsby

8 October 2016

D.C. White

 


Scripture references

Ruth 2:8-23 (JND) [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens. [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. [10] Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favour in thine eyes, that thou shouldest regard me, seeing I am a foreigner? [11] And Boaz answered and said to her, It has fully been shewn me, all that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come to a people that thou hast not known heretofore. [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. [13] And she said, Let me find favour in thine eyes, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken kindly to thy handmaid, though I am not like one of thy handmaidens. [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some]. [15] And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and ye shall not reproach her. [16] And ye shall also sometimes draw out for her [some ears] out of the handfuls, and leave them that she may glean, and rebuke her not. [17] And she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out what she had gleaned; and it was about an ephah of barley. [18] And she took [it] up, and came into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned; and she brought forth and gave to her that which she had reserved after she was sufficed. [19] And her mother-in-law said to her, Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and where hast thou wrought? Blessed be he that did regard thee! And she told her mother-in-law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz. …

Ruth 2:8-23 (JND) [8] And Boaz said to Ruth, Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to glean in another field, neither go from here, but keep here with my maidens. [9] Let thine eyes be on the field which is being reaped, and go thou after them; have I not charged the young men not to touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go to the vessels and drink of what the young men draw. [10] Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said to him, Why have I found favour in thine eyes, that thou shouldest regard me, seeing I am a foreigner? [11] And Boaz answered and said to her, It has fully been shewn me, all that thou hast done to thy mother-in-law since the death of thy husband; and how thou hast left thy father and thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, and art come to a people that thou hast not known heretofore. [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge. [13] And she said, Let me find favour in thine eyes, my lord; for that thou hast comforted me, and for that thou hast spoken kindly to thy handmaid, though I am not like one of thy handmaidens. [14] And Boaz said to her at mealtime, Come hither and eat of the bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers; and he reached her parched corn, and she ate and was sufficed, and reserved [some]. [15] And when she rose up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even among the sheaves, and ye shall not reproach her. [16] And ye shall also sometimes draw out for her [some ears] out of the handfuls, and leave them that she may glean, and rebuke her not. [17] And she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out what she had gleaned; and it was about an ephah of barley. [18] And she took [it] up, and came into the city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned; and she brought forth and gave to her that which she had reserved after she was sufficed. [19] And her mother-in-law said to her, Where hast thou gleaned to-day? and where hast thou wrought? Blessed be he that did regard thee! And she told her mother-in-law with whom she had wrought, and said, The man's name with whom I wrought to-day is Boaz. …

Acts 15:36-41 (JND) [36] But after certain days Paul said to Barnabas, Let us return now and visit the brethren in every city where we have announced the word of the Lord, [and see] how they are getting on. [37] And Barnabas proposed to take with [them] John also, called Mark; [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. [39] There arose therefore very warm feeling, so that they separated from one another; and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus; [40] but Paul having chosen Silas went forth, committed by the brethren to the grace of God. [41] And he passed through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the assemblies.

Acts 16:1-5 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. [4] And as they passed through the cities they instructed them to observe the decrees determined on by the apostles and elders who were in Jerusalem. [5] The assemblies therefore were confirmed in the faith, and increased in number every day.

Matthew 1:1 (JND) [1] Book of the generation of Jesus Christ, Son of David, Son of Abraham.

Deuteronomy 6:3 (JND) [3] And thou shalt hear, Israel, and take heed to do [them]; that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase greatly, as Jehovah the God of thy fathers hath said unto thee, in a land flowing with milk and honey.

Deuteronomy 23:3 (JND) [3] An Ammonite or Moabite shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah; even their tenth generation shall not come into the congregation of Jehovah for ever;

1 Kings 18:21 (JND) [21] Then Elijah drew near to all the people, and said, How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

Ruth 1:16 (JND) [16] And Ruth said, Do not intreat me to leave thee, to return from [following] after thee; for whither thou goest I will go, and where thou lodgest I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God;

Ruth 2:12 (JND) [12] Jehovah recompense thy work, and let thy reward be full from Jehovah the God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to take refuge.

Ephesians 2:19 (JND) [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God,

Galatians 2:11 (JND) [11] But when Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him to [the] face, because he was to be condemned:

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.



IS IT WELL WITH YOU?

2 Kings 4:25-27

The question was put to this woman, “Is it well with thee?”  That is what we might say to one another when we meet.  We would ask, ‘How are you?’, and we might get a very quick and easy answer, ‘I am well’; but it may not be true.  That is what this woman did here.  She was asked this question, “Is it well with thee” and she said, “It is well”.  But it was not well – her son had just died.  It is one thing for us to ask another person, ‘Are you well?’, but if God asks you that question, you cannot pretend you are well when you are not, because God knows.  And the prophet knew; he said, “her soul is troubled within her”.  She pretended that she was well when she was not.

God has an interest in our souls.  You might ask, ‘What is my soul?’  I would say, ‘It is you’.  God is interested in how you are in your soul.  It is good if you are troubled in your soul.  It shows that God is working there in your conscience.  But if you are troubled in your soul about your sins, there is good news in the glad tidings.  God has the answer to your soul trouble.  He has the answer in One who said, “Now is my soul troubled”, John 12:27.  How much that meant to the Lord Jesus!  His soul was troubled about what lay before Him.  He went that way, dear friend, that you might have peace in your soul.  If you have peace with God, you can sing truly, ‘It is well, it is well with my soul’ (Hymn 238).  I trust that everyone in this room can truly say that.  The man who wrote that hymn was in circumstances of awful trouble, yet he was able to write ‘it is well with my soul’.

The woman in John 4 said, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?” (v.29).  The Lord Jesus knows all about us.  The blessed Man of whom that woman spoke was on His way to the cross.  God knows every detail of our lives, all the sins we have committed, yet He does not have an accusing attitude towards you, dear friend.  God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them (2 Cor.5:19).  What a wonderful thing that was.  The Lord Jesus was here in lowly manhood, having compassion for persons, knowing them better than they knew themselves, and yet He was marked by wonderful grace.  Dear friend, if it was true that God was against you as a judge, you would run away.  But He is not.  His attitude is one of forgiveness, righteously based on the work of His beloved Son on the cross.  How much the Lord Jesus suffered from men, men energised by Satan who did their very worst to the meekest, lowliest Man who ever trod this earth.  He was the lowly, unresisting Sufferer.  Does it not attract our hearts to Him, the meek way in which He suffered at the hands of the very creatures He had made?  And yet He said on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  That call for forgiveness gives character to this whole dispensation.

It is wonderful good news for us as sinners.  You are either a saved sinner or an unsaved sinner.  You know which class you are in.  Think about the Lord Jesus on that cross, about those three hours of darkness when He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  Why was He forsaken?  Because He was there as made sin under the righteous and holy judgment of God.  It is a marvel to me how such a sinless, holy One could be made sin.  How did that come to pass?  Scripture tells us that the One who knew not sin was made sin for us (2 Cor.5:21).  How much that meant for the Lord Jesus!  The One who through the whole of His life was the object of God’s favour became the object of God’s wrath.  He did that for me, dear friend.  Can you say that He took that place for you?  If you can say that, you can sing, ‘It is well, it is well with my soul’.  The Lord Jesus exhausted that judgment against sin upon the cross, and He emerged from that judgment.  Then He died; He died for me.  The apostle says, “Christ died for our sins” (1 Cor.15:3); He shed His precious blood and He was buried.  But God raised Him from among the dead, leaving every other person who had died still in death; He chose that One and raised Him.  Now He is at God’s right hand, available as a Saviour for sinners.  He asked the Father to send forth the Holy Spirit, and gave believers the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Therefore there is forgiveness of sins available through the work of Christ, and there is the gift of the Holy Spirit.  These are two very important things.  

Dear friend, are you troubled about your sins?  There is no need to continue in that state of soul; “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21) is the way into the blessing of the glad tidings.  That scripture is not only about what is initial.  Repentance towards God and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ are to characterise us, because as believers in the Lord Jesus, we still sin.  But the Lord Jesus wants you to have an undisturbed relationship with Him, that you might enjoy a close and personal relationship with Him.  It is a wonderful thing that as soon as you believe on the Lord Jesus, there is an eternal bond there that will never be broken.  But we need to be maintained in full communion with the Lord Jesus – through repentance if as a believer you have sinned, and through faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.  You have that blessed Man who is your Saviour and Lord as your Object, the One who can satisfy your heart, not only because of what He has done for you in His precious work, but because of what He is in the attractiveness of His person.  There is what is inexhaustible in the Lord Jesus.  In eternity, we will not exhaust the glory and the personal worth of the Lord Jesus.  Dear friend, never, ever, think of neglecting your link, your personal link, with the Lord Jesus.  You might get into a pattern of not speaking to Him, not praying to Him, and you might say to yourself, ‘My life is just the same’, and so you do not miss Him.  But dear friend, He misses you!  He wants your company.  It is the only way you can be preserved in this scene of His rejection.  It is the only way that you can truly say as a believer in the Lord Jesus that it is well with your soul.  What glorious glad tidings God has for you, giving the gift of the Holy Spirit to those who believe and repent, so that you might have that real link with Christ where He is.  I mentioned peace with God earlier; that is a wonderful thing which no one can disturb, based on faith in the finished work of Christ.  If you can truly say that you know Him as your Saviour, and that it is well with your soul, then He wants to be your Lord.  You have trusted your soul, your eternal salvation, to Him, but what about the time that is left until He comes?  Are you going to be here for Him?  You belong to Him.  He has bought you with His precious blood.  Therefore, dear friend, there is no one who cares about you as much as He does.  He will do the best for you, better than anyone else can do, and He knows what is best for you.  The way to being sustained here as a Christian is to be subject to the Lord Jesus and to be here in some little measure for Him.

There was a man in prison called Joseph, and there was another man in prison with him, Pharaoh’s cupbearer.  Joseph said that the cupbearer was going to be released from prison and asked him to “bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, and deal kindly, I pray thee, with me”, Gen.40:14.  The Lord Jesus has done everything for you and He is asking us as lovers of Himself to bear a remembrance of Him when it goes well with us.  And it certainly has gone well with us, dear friends.  We have joy in that glorious Man; joy and peace in believing.  We have no fear of future judgment because He has exhausted God’s judgment against sin and sins.  God, through grace, has provided us with a place eternally with Him.  That moment will come, but until that time, the Lord Jesus asks us to bear a remembrance of Him.  One distinctive way of doing that is remembering Him in the breaking of bread, as He said, “this do in remembrance of me”, Luke 22:19.  What a precious thing that is, that we can remember in the scene of His rejection the One who loves us and therefore we love Him.  Joseph was still in prison when he made that request.  The Lord Jesus is still in rejection.  The cupbearer was liberated and continued with his occupation of pressing the grapes into Pharaoh’s cup.  When he did that, he should have thought of Joseph.  In our lives and in our occupations, do we think of Him, and consider for Him?  Are we living our lives around the Lord Jesus?  That is another way in which we can bear a remembrance of Him – to consider what would be pleasing to Him.  How the Lord appreciates lovers of Himself who have been saved through grace, loving Him and being in some measure here for the rejected Saviour.  Soon He will be publicly owned.  The sufferings of this present time are not to be compared with the coming glory (Rom.8:18).  We have the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling in us, to sustain us and give us power to go through this scene rejoicing in our glorious Saviour and walking here in some measure in the path of His will. 

What a change the glad tidings brings about in the lives of persons.  We are all naturally selfish, but we have been brought to love the unselfish One, therefore we are to take character from the One we love, and we become formed in our spirits after that glorious Man in view of His coming for us.  Do you have that hope – the soon coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?  The apostle in writing to the Thessalonians speaks of our gathering together to Him (2 Thess.2:1).  What a moment that will be, when He comes for everyone who loves Him.  Will you be among that host, dear friend?  The simple way of salvation is to acknowledge that you are a sinner and you will be immediately forgiven.  God does not keep persons waiting.  It has often been said, and this is our experience, that we sin more after conversion than before, but as you repent, God does not keep you waiting.  His forgiveness is immediate.  We sometimes quote the scripture in the Song of Songs, where the speaker says that she could not find the one that her soul loved (Song of Songs 3:1).  That is not Christianity.  Peter said, “Lord, save me” and immediately the Lord stretched out His hand and saved him (Matt.14:30).  How great the work of Christ is and how great Christianity is!  Divine Persons are for us far more that we realise.  The Lord wants us for Himself, for His own enjoyment. 

May we be encouraged, dear friends.  As the apostle could say, “If God be for us, who against us?”, Rom.8:31.  May the Lord bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Bad Endbach, Germany

2 October 2016

G.B. Grant
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Scripture references

2 Kings 4:25-27 (JND) [25] And she went and came to the man of God, to mount Carmel. And it came to pass when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, there is the Shunammite: [26] run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she said, It is well. [27] And she came to the man of God to the mountain, and caught him by the feet; and Gehazi drew near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, Let her alone, for her soul is troubled within her, and Jehovah has hidden it from me, and has not told me.

John 12:27 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

Luke 23:34 (JND) [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

1 Corinthians 15:3 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures;

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Genesis 40:14 (JND) [14] Only bear a remembrance with thee of me when it goes well with thee, and deal kindly, I pray thee, with me, and make mention of me to Pharaoh, and bring me out of this house;

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Romans 8:18 (JND) [18] For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy [to be compared] with the coming glory to be revealed to us.

2 Thessalonians 2:1 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him,

Song of Solomon 3:1 (JND) [1] On my bed, in the nights, I sought him whom my soul loveth: I sought him, but I found him not.

Matthew 14:30 (JND) [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me.

Romans 8:31 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us?
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