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THE LAMB OF GOD


John 1:29,35,36;  Genesis 22:7,8,13;  Isaiah 53:7;  Exodus 12:3-7,12,13;  Revelation 5:6-14

God desires that His glad tidings should be preached in order that you might come to know Him and to enjoy His blessings for ever.  He wants you to know Him!  On the one hand, He would have you to know that He is love, (1 John 4:8), and that He is gracious and that He is merciful.  On the other hand, He would also have you to know that He is righteous, that He is holy and that He is just.  By man’s fall in the garden of Eden, “sin entered into the world, and by sin death” (Rom.5:12), and the scripture says, “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Rom.3 23) and “the wages of sin is death”, Rom.6:23.  God desires you to ask yourself this afternoon, just as Job asked, how is it possible that a sinner in such a state can be just with God (Job 25:4)?  

Well, it is glad tidings that God has made a way for you to be just with Him.  You as an unsaved sinner cannot expect anything from Him in His holiness and in His righteousness apart from judgment.  God would have you to stop and think this afternoon about what sin and sins mean to Him, and how abhorrent they are to Him.  Not only the things that you have done, that you have said, that even you have thought.  You may think that you are able to stop doing those things, but if you are continuing in sinning, He would tell you this afternoon to repent and stop doing so.  But more than this, He would have you to consider what you are as a fallen creature, as a sinner; and there is nothing you can do about that.  God is holy, He is just, He is righteous but He is a God of love.  He does not want you to remain apart from Him and banished from His presence eternally.  Think of eternity!  He would have you to think about where you will spend it.  In the glad tidings, He tells you that you can be made fit to spend eternity with Him and know the fulness of His love  for ever.  In the Old Testament, we can read in the books of Moses about the way that God’s earthly people, Israel, were able to bring offerings to make atonement for their sins, to pay some price as they acknowledged what they had done, but those sacrifices and offerings had to be repeated again and again.  But God finds no pleasure in the death of a sinner and He has provided a way in which sins can not only be forgiven but can be removed once and for all, while sin has been condemned completely.

You will notice that all these scriptures that I have read speak of the Lamb of God.  In the Lord Jesus, God has provided Himself with a Sacrifice in virtue of which all our sins can be completely removed.  In John 1, John the baptist sees Jesus coming to him.  John had some light as to who Jesus is – we can see that by reading the beginning of this gospel – so when John sees Him, he says “Behold the Lamb of God”.  There was something about this Man Jesus which John could identify that was different and special.  The gospel of John is different from the others in that it presents Jesus in the greatness and deity of His Person; “In the beginning was the Word” (John 1:1) and “the Word became flesh” (v.14).  How great the Lord Jesus is, none other than God’s own Son.  The other gospels present Him in His lowliness, coming in as a Babe in a manger, but in this gospel He is presented in the greatness of His Person.  There is no other man so great, not even John the baptist himself, although the Lord said Himself that “there is not arisen among the born of women a greater than John the baptist”, Matt.11:11.  But even John could never do anything that would take away the sin of the world and that is who John saw here, a Man who was going to take away the sin of the world.  That is because of the greatness and the majesty of who He is in His own Person, none other than God Himself.

These Old Testament scriptures bring out the perfection of this Lamb.  In Genesis 22, we do not have a lamb, we have a sheep and then we have a ram.  We  have to be very careful when we speak about the Lord Jesus because He is very great, but Scripture records that He came in as a Babe, and then He grew up.  In Isaiah 53, it says of the Lord typically that He grew up as a “tender sapling” (v.2), then after His birth, we have one record of Jesus being about twelve years of age and being occupied in His Father’s business (Luke 2:49).  And then we get Him moving into His public service at about thirty years of age.  What we see here in this sheep is the mature thought, it is not the lamb exactly.  There had been those thirty years in which Jesus was here in holy perfection doing the will of His Father.  He did nothing but that will, nothing that did not manifest and declare God in all His glory.  How valuable and how precious those thirty years, of which we have hardly any record, were to God, and then Jesus entered into His public service and all that lay before Him.  Scripture speaks of Him as being the effulgence of God’s glory and the expression of His substance (Heb.1:3).  John the baptist no doubt had some insight into what that pathway would involve for the Lord Jesus.  We have this beautiful type here of Abraham and Isaac and we get some insight through the type into the love of God for His Son.  Earlier on, God had said to Abraham, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac …” (v.2).  Think of God seeing the state of people in this world as far from Him in their sins, yet He was prepared to send out in His public service the Object of His love, His own well-beloved Son, to become an offering and a sacrifice for sin.  How great the love of God is, that He was prepared to send that One who meant so much to Him. 

Then Isaac speaks to his father, and he is unquestioning about everything that is going on, but eventually he asks, “Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering?  And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering?”, and that is what God has done – what glad tidings!  Although “the wages of sin is death”, you are not required to lay down your life for your sins – you could not possibly do so.  The scripture says, “for the good man some one might also dare to die; but God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Rom.5:7,8.  God has provided the Saviour, Jesus, the only One who could take upon Himself the entire liability of your sins if you believe, and the sins of all who put their faith in Him.  Peter speaks of it; “who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Pet.2:24.  God has provided the sheep, He has provided the Offering who alone could make this great sacrifice.

Then it says here, “they went both of them together”.  The Lord Jesus was always to be found as a Man here doing the will of His Father.  It was no light or easy matter for Him.  We read of Him in the garden of Gethsemane as He contemplated going to the cross at Calvary, that place where He would lay down His life.  To the onlooker, He was put to death by wicked men who cast Him out and rejected Him, but His death was all in the divine will as the means  by which the Lord Jesus could lay down that precious and holy life of His.  It was not only death itself and the awfulness of the crucifixion that He faced, but it was the whole moral matter of being “made sin”, 2 Cor.5:21.  He truly felt that in a way in which you or I could never ever enter into.  He contemplated it in the garden; “his sweat became as great drops of blood”, Luke 22:44.  How awful it was for Him to contemplate being made sin.  He said, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me”, Matt.26:39.  But He was ever the obedient One and then He said, “but not as I will, but as thou wilt”.  He went to the cross with all that it would involve.  So “Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns”.  Those horns would speak to us of the commitment and dedication of the Lord Jesus to His Father’s will.  We have spoken of the sheep being a  mature thought and the ram speaks to us of strength and durability.  Think of the Lord Jesus being in type held there because of the greatness of His love for His God and Father, and for you the sinner.

The passage in Isaiah 53 refers, also in the type, to the sufferings of Jesus on the cross at the hands of men; how they abused Him, spat upon Him, gave Him a crown of thorns.  They scourged Him, they mocked Him, derided Him – they did all of these things to Him.  The previous chapter says that His face “was so marred more than any man” (v.14); what awful physical abuse Jesus received from the hands of men!  He was oppressed and He was afflicted but it says here of Him typically, “he opened not his mouth”.  Jesus was led by the soldiers into the praetorium, He was given a mockery of a trial before Pilate, and “he opened not his mouth”.  He did not resist, He did not defend Himself, for He was there doing the will of His God.  It says here, “he was led as a lamb to the slaughter”; think of that!  The Lord Jesus was led into the court of Pilate, He was led there.  And then after that, He was led out bearing His cross, knowing what was before Him: “led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers”.  Think of Pilate wondering at Him because He answered not a word.  What a testimony there was to His righteousness.  Pilate’s wife came to him and said, “Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man”, Matt.27:19.  Pilate knew that Jesus was just.  One of the other criminals who were executed with Him understood that they were receiving the “just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”, Luke 23:41.  Think of the perfection of the Lord Jesus there “as a sheep dumb before her shearers”.  He was perfect in all He went through.  

Then the scripture records for us how the sun was darkened (Luke 23:44).  No man was able to see my Saviour there as He atoned for my sins.  God Himself hid His face from that holy, blessed One that He loved so much as He became the sin-bearer, bearing the sins of many in His body on that cross.  God could no longer look upon Him at that moment and He turned His face from Him.  Jesus was truly alone in those hours of darkness as He atoned for my sins, and I trust for yours.  And then as the darkness passed, He laid down His life, He delivered up His spirit to His Father and He died.  Men thought that it was the end, and that they had got rid of this One who had exposed the darkness that was in their own heart, but divine giving was not yet over.

We read in Exodus 12 of the Passover lamb, and it emphasises that the “lamb shall be without blemish”.  We have already spoken about the perfection of the Lord Jesus.  You will find as you read through the offerings, particularly in the book of Leviticus, that the shedding of the blood of the offering was an important part of the sacrifice.  It says in chapter 17 that “the soul of the flesh is in the blood” (v.11)1.  The blood of the offering being poured out was proof that a life had been given up forever.  Think of the holy life of Jesus, and all that it was for God!  The soldiers came up to Him, and saw that He was already dead (John 19:33); there was nothing more they could do to Him, yet as the hymn says;

‘Though man in hatred pierced Thy side,

   Thy blood love’s answer gave’      Hymn 230.

Think of that blood being poured out.  It was proof of a life laid down, but also it was the price of redemption that was fully paid.  “For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever”, Ps.49:8.  In this world, things are valued by money, but Peter says, “ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible things, as silver or gold … but by precious blood”, 1 Pet.1:18,19.  We would say reverently that our salvation required not only the death of the Lord Jesus; it also required the pouring out of His precious blood because that is the means by which believers have redemption.  God is the creator of the world and everything in it, creationally we belong to Him, but we had fallen under the ownership of another, Satan, the one who deceived man.  But God, through the death and the shedding of the precious blood of His Son, has paid the ultimate price to buy us back, to redeem us to Himself.  What a tremendous cost, the blood of His own well-beloved Son!  God was so pleased, so satisfied with that Offering that He was delighted to raise Jesus from among the dead.  He was then found among His disciples for forty days, giving them many proofs that He had been raised from among the dead, and then He ascended into heaven, where it was the Father’s delight to glorify His Son.  The hymn speaks of it;

‘The Father’s greetings, honours rare,

   Are heaped upon His Son’s blest brow’ Hymn 350

Think of the wonderful way in which Jesus is now glorified in heaven!

In Exodus 12, the lamb was to be in the house and the children of Israel were to kill it and take its blood which they were to put on the door-posts and the lintel of each of their houses.  If you stood in the doorway, the blood would be all around you, speaking of how we can be completely covered by the power of the blood of Jesus.  There is a day of judgment coming when all of those who are in their sins will be judged, but God says here, “when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction”.  This brings in your responsibility to answer to the glad tidings.  It is very simple: you need to understand what you are in the sight of God, not only what you have done, but what you are, and that you need a Saviour, and that God has provided one for you and He is the Lord Jesus.  You must come to understand that you need Him and all that God asks you to do is to feel that need, to turn to Jesus in faith and repentance and ask Him to forgive you your sins, ask Jesus to be your Saviour and know in faith that His precious blood washes you from your sins.  When the time of judgment comes, He will own that you belong to Him and there will be nothing but eternal bliss and glory.  Many of you here would have known a brother in Vancouver, now with the Lord, Mr John Bellamy.  He used to tell us that when he was about ten years old, they were singing Hymn 446 in the gospel and he was suddenly conscious that he had not turned to the Saviour.  Right there in the meeting room, he said, ‘O Lamb of God, I come’.  God would desire that you should do that this afternoon, if you have not done it already.  Come to the Saviour; say to Him, ‘O Lamb of God, I come!’.  Come to the Saviour and have your sins forgiven: how simple it is.

And then too we need to ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.  The Lord Jesus has promised all those who put their faith and trust in Him that He will come again to take each and every one to be with Himself.  But we do not know when it might be.  It could be any second now, which is why the glad tidings are so urgent.  But if not, the Lord Jesus understands that this sinful condition will always be with us and that we need divine help to overcome it.  We also need the Holy Spirit as a Comforter for us here.  In difficult and dark times, there is One who is able to add His strength to our weakness (Rom.8:26).  When we are at work or school, and something comes up and we do not know what to do, we can prove that the Holy Spirit is the unction (1 John 2:27); He is able to gently guide us, to give us a feeling about what is right or is wrong.  And most importantly, we need the gift of the Holy Spirit to be able to speak with and to worship divine Persons.  We need the Spirit to be able to speak to the Father, and to be able to say ‘Lord Jesus’.

I want to finally close with this scripture in Revelation.  It is very interesting that this book contains such a large number of references to the Lamb.  If I counted them correctly, there are twenty-seven, with several references in this chapter.  But the impression I have this afternoon is that this book is dealing with very great and glorious matters, the finalising of things here on this earth in view of eternity; and there is One who is great enough to do that; and He is our Saviour.  It is an affecting thing that all through this book, with its great display of power and glory, Jesus is still spoken of and portrayed as the Lamb that was slain.  It is as if, when sin and the effects of it will be completely removed and never remembered any more, all the tears wiped away, that through all eternity there will be this constant reminder that the One who is the basis for it all is none other than the Lamb who was slain, One who Himself is one of the Godhead.  And we are to have an impression of that in our souls this afternoon – the greatness of the Lord Jesus, who was prepared to empty Himself, taking a bondman’s form, as Paul says in Philippians 2, and that He was prepared to become a sacrifice for sin, and become known as the Lamb that was slain.  We can see here how He will then be a great object of praise and of worship.  He is God’s object now, and will be through all eternity.  He will ever be so, but He desires this afternoon that He should be your object now as well as through eternity.  That can be so by your owning Him as your personal Saviour this afternoon, the Lamb of God who laid down His life for you to take away your sins.

Just like our dear brother of whom I spoke, may you turn to the Lord Jesus afresh and say, ‘O Lamb of God, I come’, for your blessing and for God’s glory. 

Preaching of the gospel, Kirkcaldy

25 April 2021

 

 

Vernon Harvey

 


Scripture references

John 1:29-36 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

John 1:29-36 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. [30] He it is of whom I said, A man comes after me who takes a place before me, because he *was* before me; [31] and I knew him not; but that he might be manifested to Israel, therefore have I come baptising with water. [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him. [33] And I knew him not; but he who sent me to baptise with water, *he* said to me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with [the] Holy Spirit. [34] And I have seen and borne witness that this is the Son of God. [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God.

Genesis 22:7-13 (JND) [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together. [9] And they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built the altar there, and piled the wood; and he bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. [10] And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. [11] And the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens, and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here am I. [12] And he said, Stretch not out thy hand against the lad, neither do anything to him; for now I know that thou fearest God, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only [son], from me. [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son.

Genesis 22:7-13 (JND) [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together. [9] And they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built the altar there, and piled the wood; and he bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. [10] And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. [11] And the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens, and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here am I. [12] And he said, Stretch not out thy hand against the lad, neither do anything to him; for now I know that thou fearest God, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only [son], from me. [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son.

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Exodus 12:3-13 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. [4] And if the household be too small for a lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take [it] according to the number of the souls; each according to [the measure] of his eating shall ye count for the lamb. [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Revelation 5:6-14 (JND) [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth: [7] and it came and took [it] out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne. [8] And when it took the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, having each a harp and golden bowls full of incenses, which are the prayers of the saints. [9] And they sing a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open its seals; because thou hast been slain, and hast redeemed to God, by thy blood, out of every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation, [10] and made them to our God kings and priests; and they shall reign over the earth. [11] And I saw, and I heard [the] voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and their number was ten thousands of ten thousands and thousands of thousands; [12] saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. [13] And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth and under the earth, and [those that are] upon the sea, and all things in them, heard I saying, To him that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing, and honour, and glory, and might, to the ages of ages. [14] And the four living creatures said, Amen; and the elders fell down and did homage.

1 John 4:8 (JND) [8] He that loves not has not known God; for God is love.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Job 25:4 (JND) [4] And how should man be just with God? Or how should he be clean that is born of a woman?

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Matthew 11:11 (JND) [11] Verily I say to you, that there is not arisen among [the] born of women a greater than John the baptist. But he who is a little one in the kingdom of the heavens is greater than he.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

Romans 5:7-8 (JND) [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Matthew 27:19 (JND) [19] But, as he was sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous [man]; for I have suffered to-day many things in a dream because of him.

Luke 23:41 (JND) [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss.

Luke 23:44 (JND) [44] And it was about [the] sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour.

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

John 19:33 (JND) [33] but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs,

Psalms 49:8 (JND) [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

1 Peter 1:18-19 (JND) [18] knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from [your] fathers, [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

Exodus 12 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, [2] This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house. …

Romans 8:26 (JND) [26] And in like manner the Spirit joins also its help to our weakness; for we do not know what we should pray for as is fitting, but the Spirit itself makes intercession with groanings which cannot be uttered.

1 John 2:27 (JND) [27] and *yourselves*, the unction which ye have received from him abides in you, and ye have not need that any one should teach you; but as the same unction teaches you as to all things, and is true and is not a lie, and even as it has taught you, ye shall abide in him.

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …



EXTRACT – WEALTHY TOWARDS GOD


… there is nothing more precious than that we should get a true thought of the greatness of Christ.  It is greatly to be desired.  A simple and humble soul, with no learning of this world at all, who has a true, even if feeble, sense of the greatness of Christ, is most acceptable to heaven – heaven delights in such a soul.  And so you find that such a soul as that can be commanded.  We could not have a true sense of the greatness of Christ without being commanded by it.

So the poor widow (Luke 21) comes upon the scene as far greater in the estimation of heaven than the temple and all the consecrated gifts.  Not one stone was going to be left upon another in the temple.  All that public system was going to disappear, and all the right gifts which men had ostentatiously given were going to disappear. But this poor widow … had an appreciation of the blessed God.  That was more to God than all the costly gifts that Solomon presented when the temple was consecrated.  I suppose it was the best day in the history of the temple!  And the Lord would not have missed for anything being there to see those two mites, which is a farthing2, thrown into the treasury.  It was worth coming from heaven to see a woman who was so dominated by devotion to God that all her living went into the treasury of God.  What a spectacle for angels and for the blessed God Himself!  Now, morally, that is the result of apprehending the greatness of Christ.  The result is, if we get the right thought of the greatness of Christ, well, He is worthy of the utmost devotion of every heart that knows Him.  And so this woman, this great figure, is a greater figure in the history of the temple than Solomon. 

What was thought of her? You can fancy the condescending smile with which the officiating priest would regard this insignificant trifle.  Probably they thought, 'What a foolish woman, she needs it herself, and it is nothing in this pile of treasure – it is nothing'.  They might have smiled as they saw it, but with a smile of contempt.  But that which was contemptuous in their eyes was the wonder of heaven.  God had succeeded in proving before the universe that He could make a human being love Him with heart, soul, mind and strength, and give all to Him. God's great triumph! The temple had to come down after that! It had served its purpose.  No wonder that no stone was to be left upon another.  Sometimes when a thing reaches the climax of its glory, it goes.  God has no object in further retaining it.

… [This poor widow] had a profound sense of God's sufficiency, acquired through experience of having nothing but God.  It is wonderful to have nothing but God, and to find that He is sufficient, to find that in saying 'nothing but God' you have just said everything.  I have heard an old sister say, 'I have no resource now but the Almighty', as if she was very badly off!  It is really laughable, but that is your heart and mine.

… It is very interesting to see the steps. You get prayer characterising the temple.  Prayer is man in complete dependence on God.  And then you get the assertion of divine authority in the way of grace, and on that basis you get the maintenance of all the rights of God as seen in the vineyard which is now entrusted to us; it is given to others, it is given to us to maintain all the rights of God.  And then we are to recognise the government of God whether in the world or in the church; we have to recognise the government of God and to be humbled as to it.  At the same time, we are not to surrender the rights of God, notwithstanding His government.  You see everything secured in resurrection for God, and everything resting on the greatness of the person of Christ, and then you get this devoted heart yielding all to God.  It is the most wonderful picture.  That is the temple teaching.  It puts everything in its right place, so that man gets his right place in dependence and the rights of God are fully owned in every sphere.  All is secured in resurrection on the ground of the greatness of the Person of Christ, and then you get a widowed heart bereft of everything as to this world, with nothing before her but God.

Now a heart with nothing before it but God as revealed in Christ is a heart that is wealthy Godward.  So that the Lord could say that she had cast in more than all the rest.  They had silver and gold and costly jewels, but only the expression of their poverty Godward.  They were really adorning the man that is an offence to God.  But here is a poor widow that is filled with God, without a thought of herself.  What a triumph!  I do not know anything that will be much more interesting in scenes of glory than to get alongside that widow and to ask her how she came to such a blessed apprehension of God!  I believe we shall learn it by and by.  She is introduced to us as having reached … the blessedness of God within the human heart; how she reached it is veiled, it is one of the blessed secrets reserved for us by and by.  I look forward to having a word with that widow!

From C A Coates Volume 31, pp.217 – 219

 


Scripture references

Luke 21 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; …



GOSPEL TRUTHS


Galatians 1:1-5

I have read these verses in Galatians because the words they use are simple and easy to understand, yet they cover the great gospel truths that are given elsewhere in more elaborate language.  We might think of these verses as depicting, as it were, the landscape of the gospel.  We could go to other verses that do so too – for example Romans 3 says “being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood” (vv.24,25).  It is the same truth, but the language in Romans needs more explaining.

I want to touch on some of the great matters spoken of in these verses in Galatians without going through them all, or to speak about them in detail.  I was struck first of all that everything in these verses was done by God.  There is no suggestion here that we have had work to do, or that we have needed to establish anything, or to add to what God Himself has done.  Everything that is mentioned here is the work of God.  In saying that, I do not mean that there is no room for faith or for repentance – clearly there is – but the work that was needed, the work that underlies the gospel, is something that God Himself has done.  In Galatians 2, it says “a man is not justified on the principle of works of law nor but by the faith of Jesus Christ” (v.16).  That is evident, and a very clear statement of the truth.  There are no works of ours that bring salvation or have a place in what is presented in the glad tidings.

The first work that is presented in the passage we have read is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and then it speaks of Him giving Himself, or dying, for our sins.  This is striking.  You might expect it to be the other way round – that He died for our sins and then was raised.  But the first great truth that lays the foundation on which  the gospel is established is the resurrection of the Lord Jesus by God Himself.  We know from Scripture that the Lord Jesus had authority to take His life again (John 10:18).  But it is interesting to see in the teaching of Scripture that although He had that authority, He acknowledged another principle, which is that authority to raise the dead is placed in the hands of the Father.  So the Lord Jesus Himself says, “For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens them …”, John 5:21.  You will remember that in the resurrection of Lazarus, the Lord Jesus prayed before exercising the power to raise the dead, so the Father is brought into the matter.  When it comes to His own resurrection, it says that He was “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  These are wonderful things because they bring the Father before us, as we have here: “the will of our God and Father”.  The unfolding and working out of that will has as its cornerstone the raising of the Lord Jesus from among the dead.  It is a wonderful matter that in Scripture, resurrection is presented as a selective matter – from among the dead.  That is true for believers as well; they will be raised from among the dead.  The Lord Jesus has already been raised from among the dead, and that is what we have here: “God the Father who raised Him from among the dead”.

That verse quoted from Romans 3 speaks about justification.  Later in that epistle, Paul says that the Lord Jesus “has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification”, Rom.4:25.  There is a connection between the reference in Romans to our being justified and this one, which speaks of the Lord Jesus being raised from among the dead.  What is that connection?  Paul says here that Christ gave Himself for our sins.  When we think of the death of Jesus, we say that it settled the penalty that was due to us; it was the price that Christ paid.  But Paul writes to the Corinthians, “if Christ be not raised …. ye are yet in your sins”, 1 Cor.15:17.  That confirms what we have here, that everything has to rest on the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  The explanation for that is very clear.  The Lord Jesus took sin upon Himself, He “bore our sins in his body on the tree” as Peter says” (1 Pet.2:24) and He became the sin-bearer.  As the sin-bearer, it was not only necessary that He should suffer the wrath and judgment of God, which He did on the cross, but that He should bear the penalty also; He did that by laying down His life.  This is what He had to do in order to bear our sins.  

We sometimes think of the death of the Lord Jesus as demonstrating that the power of death had been broken, and it was.  Death had no power over Him.  Another has said that He was the first person who had ever confronted the power of death.  Everyone else, and we ourselves in due course if the Lord tarries, will submit to the power of death.  We have to, because it claims us, it claims our mortal lives because of the condition we are in, but the Lord Jesus confronted the power of death.  And the first Person, the only Person, who was able to confront the power of death, broke it utterly.  What a wonderful thing, what a glorious triumph that is.  Many are afraid of death and the power of it, but there is Someone who was able to undertake a confrontation with the power of death, and to break it.  “Where, O death, is thy sting?”, 1 Cor.15:55.  The sea, it says typically, “saw it and fled”, Ps.114:3.  The power of death was broken utterly by the Lord Jesus going into death.  But that is not the whole story.  If that was the whole story, the righteousness of God would be in question.  It is important to remember, not only that the Lord Jesus died to break the power of death, but that He died also to bear the penalty that our sins had brought on us.  Paul says that the wages of sin is death (Rom.6:23), and it was in order to take that penalty on Himself that Jesus died.

Now, Paul says to the Corinthians, what if Jesus was not raised?  If that was so, we would have someone who has taken our sins on Himself, but who lies in death.  What Paul says in 1 Cor.15 is very clear: “ye are yet in your sins” (v.17).  How can God regard us as clear from our sins without the One who bore our sins?  Can you think of Someone who gave Himself for our sins, and whom God has delivered up for us all, that glorious Person, still lying in death?  How would God view the sinner?  Paul tells us how God would view the sinner – as still in their sins.  What a sober thing that is.  I think that explains why Paul chooses to refer to the great fact of resurrection in the beginning of his epistle to the Galatians.  In the epistle to the Corinthians, he says, “But now Christ is raised from among the dead”, 1 Cor.15:20.  What a glorious statement that is.  And he also says in Romans, He “has been raised for our justification”.  That means that God now has Christ in His presence, and God can view those for whom Jesus died as if the guilt and charge that attaches to their sins no longer exists.  It has been taken away.  It has not been forgotten, or put under the carpet; there is no question that God has agreed not to consider it, or to so abate its costs and its severity that it no longer matters.  No, the penalty has been borne in full, the guilt that underlay the penalty has been borne and it is because Christ is raised from among the dead that God can look at the sinner as someone to whom no guilt attaches.  It is not that the history no longer exists, like files on a computer that are deleted, but that no guilt any longer attaches to it; because God in perfect righteousness has put the guilt of the sins of the believer upon the Saviour, and He bore it.  The judgment that was due to it, and the penalty that it brought – all that has been borne.

So He has been raised for our justification; we have that justification by faith, and that is, as the apostle Paul says later in his letter to the Galatians, so that we might be justified not by works of law but justified by faith in Christ (Gal.2:16).  Think of that!  We can put our faith in what Christ has done, and in the testimony that God has accepted what Christ has done.  That is how we come into the good of it.  Sadly, there are many who do not recognise the importance of faith in what Christ has done, as though they could add to it in some way, as though God would require more.  How could He possibly require more?  How could anything – penance or self-sacrifice or whatever – add to the mighty and glorious work of the Lord Jesus?  How could anything be added to that which God would accept?  Search the Scriptures and you will not find any statement of God’s that He either needs or will accept any supplement to the finished work of Christ.  To think that I have something to bring or to add to that, or that God needs anything other than Christ’s work, is not supported anywhere in Scripture.  I want you to see what God has done, and what God has done is to raise Christ from among the dead.  Then as Paul says, He is able to justify the ungodly (Rom.4:5). 

Another thing that comes into Romans 3 is redemption – “through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus” (v.24).  I would like to say a few simple words about redemption so that we might get some impression of it.  I suggest that redemption has two parts.  The first part might be spoken of as the payment of a ransom, and we have that idea in Scripture – “the man Christ Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all”, 1 Tim.2:6.  The Lord also speaks of giving His “life a ransom for many”, Mark 10:45.  The purpose of the ransom is very simple – it is to settle and remove every claim upon us.  The point is that the sinner has put himself under certain claims, and he needs to be redeemed, and he can only be redeemed from these claims by the payment of a ransom.  We will come to what the payment was in a moment.  

The sinner is under the bondage of sin.  He may also be under the bondage of God’s law, feeling an obligation to comply which he can never fulfil, and does not have the power to fulfil.  He is also in bondage to the world.  What do we mean by that?  The world behaves as though it had a claim on everybody, does it not?  You find at school that people around you assume, as a starting point, that you will be interested in what they do, and that your values and tastes are the same as theirs, and that you will share their interests.  All that assumes that you will conform to their values.  Of course, these values – what are called social norms – change over time and there is an expectation in society that these norms will be followed every time they change.  There may be concern about respectability.  We know that in Victorian times, respectability was often a mask for things that were unmentionable, but there it was.  In our day, respectability is not to the fore, licence is to the fore.  The expectation of society now is that other people will accept and allow whatever anyone wants to do, and that if they do have any scruples about these things, they will keep quiet about them.  That is bondage.  It is the present evil world that acts like that.  I am not speaking about anything in particular, but that is the way things go on.  You may escape from that to an extent by not going out into the world of work and school, but still, the world works like that.  We need to be redeemed from that.  Think of the children of Israel in Egypt.  The Egyptians had certain expectations of them, certain demands – demands that occupied all their time and all their energy.  The expectation of the Egyptians was that the children of Israel would use every atom of their resources and strength to build up the Egyptian system.  They expected Israel to contribute, but not in return for anything.  The Egyptians benefited from these labours, but the Israelites were building up the system of the Egyptians and they were in bondage to it.

But God was prepared to deliver them from that bondage.  In order to do that, He was willing to pay a ransom.  It was not paid to the world, of course, and Israel received nothing out of the ransom that God found, but nevertheless the ransom was paid.  A ransom has to be paid to deliver us from the power of sin, and from ourselves, and from the world, and from the law, and from the power of death which we have spoken of already.  For all of these things, a ransom has to be paid.  The scripture says that “the redemption of their soul is costly” (Ps.49:8); it cannot be done for nothing, and we cannot pay.  Again, the work has to be entirely from God’s side; “who gave himself for our sins” – that is how the ransom was paid by the Lord Jesus.  The scripture in Romans 3 says “through faith in His blood”.  What a precious thing that is.  The blood has been shed.  The witness was not for Egypt but the ransom had been paid, and God could see that it had been paid – there was blood on the outside of the Israelites’ houses that Jehovah could see.  We all need to shelter under the blood; we all need to put our faith in it.  We are exposed to these claims that bring us into bondage, but we are also exposed to God’s righteousness and to God’s just judgment – unless we shelter under the ransom that has been paid, unless we put our faith in the blood of Another who has undertaken the work of atonement and has shed His precious blood, which is the testimony that the work is finished.  We need to put our faith in that precious blood.

The result of the price being paid in the blood of Jesus, and our putting our faith in it, is that God has discharged every claim upon us, except His own.  All these other claims have been neutralised, struck out, you might say, from God’s ledger, from His reckoning.  One claim alone remains, and that claim is His own.  God has established a perfect and inalienable right over those who have put their faith in the blood.  That is important.  God has plans, which we will come to in a moment, but first of all He must have title.  To give an example, if you owned a piece of land somewhere, and you had the idea that you would like to build a house on it, you would need to prove title.  You would not think of going ahead and building on it otherwise, because you might find that someone else had a claim.  That is why God must establish His claim in the gospel, and prove that no one else has a claim, before He can proceed with His plan, and God has done that in the work of Christ.  The Lord Jesus has died, and His precious blood has been shed, as it says here: He “gave himself for our sins”.

That brings me to the second part of the matter.  If God has removed every claim that is upon you except His own, He is then free to proceed with His plan for you.  That is what we have here: “according to the will of our God and Father”.  That is what redemption allows, and God is now able to set you up on the ground of His blessing, where it was always in His heart and mind that you should be.  It is not a matter of putting you back where you might have been if you had never sinned; it is much better than that.  God is moving forward with His plan, and His desire is that we should be blessed according to His will.  The world has nothing to contribute to that.  The world is not of the Father; God is not looking to the world for your blessing.  He may allow a measure of prosperity in His providence, but He is not looking to the world and its attractions, even its legitimate ones, to accomplish your blessing.  No, there is something better than that.  Hebrews speaks about “an eternal redemption” (Heb.9:12), and that is the nature of God’s plan.  Christ having completed the atoning work, and having paid the ransom, and God having established His incontestable right to those who put their faith in the blood, God then exercises that right to bless us.

I want to use a homely example, and perhaps an inadequate one, to illustrate that God’s redemption has more in mind than the ransom.  Let us imagine a man living in debt.  Most of his property has gone in his attempts to hold things together; he has one item left of considerable value.  Then he comes to the point where he must surrender this item – he decides to pawn it, and someone else establishes their claim over it.  That person then has title to it.  The man no longer has free title to it; he can no longer have it back because someone else has a claim over it.  But God does not simply propose to recover for you what you have lost.  No; He wants you to come to something much better which He has prepared for your blessing and enjoyment.  The gospel is like Joseph’s word to Jacob, “let not your eye regret your stuff” (Gen.45:20).  The “redemption which is in Christ Jesus" puts you in a new place, for the pleasure of God.  Now, everything is secured, and secured in a new place.

What a wonderful thing it is to be taken into favour in the Beloved!  God is no longer looking at us as bowed down under the weak and beggarly principles that the fall of man has subjected us to, because He has another Man before Him, the Man of His choice.  Having delight in Him, He has raised Him from among the dead, and He takes us into favour in Him.  He takes us into favour in Him who did the work, because He lives, and lives to God.

These are wonderful things that God has established.  Elsewhere in Scripture they are called a kingdom.  Why is that expression used?  It is a remarkable kingdom.  It is not a place where everyone is left to themselves.  This kingdom can more than meet all the needs that present circumstances have brought to light.  The kingdom of God is a place where everything is supplied to meet every need in fulness and abundance.  Every need is met.  Those who live there have left behind what was marked by demand and sorrow and bondage.  They have come into a kingdom where everything is quite different – they have their part there.  They are not simply recipients of divine blessing; they are giving God “glory … unto all generations to the ages of ages. Amen”, Eph.3:21.  

That is what God’s return is.  That is what He receives from this: He receives worshippers.  Despite what their starting point may be, God secures worshippers like that woman in John 4.  She had had a history of sorrow and disappointment, but she was brought in as a worshipper.  It is that kind of person that God has in mind.  She was not a worshipper in name only, she was a worshipper in heart and voice.  Paul says at the end of Romans “that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”, Rom.15:6.  What a wonderful thing that God would fill our hearts with a blessing – what He has done for us, what He has done in Christ, what He has done in relation to our burdens and our liabilities to bless and enrich and enlarge us, and to give us a place in the greatest of His thoughts.  And He is satisfied if these blessings draw out our thanksgiving and blessing.

May He bless the word. 

Preaching of the gospel, Colchester
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Scripture references

Galatians 1:1-5 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle, not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ, and God [the] Father who raised him from among [the] dead, [2] and all the brethren with me, to the assemblies of Galatia. [3] Grace to you, and peace, from God [the] Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, [4] who gave himself for our sins, so that he should deliver us out of the present evil world, according to the will of our God and Father; [5] to whom [be] glory to the ages of ages. Amen.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Galatians 2 (JND) [1] Then after a lapse of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus also with [me]; [2] and I went up according to revelation, and I laid before them the glad tidings which I preach among the nations, but privately to those conspicuous [among them], lest in any way I run or had run in vain; [3] (but neither was Titus, who was with me, being a Greek, compelled to be circumcised;) …

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 10:18 (JND) [18] No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have authority to lay it down and I have authority to take it again. I have received this commandment of my Father.

John 5:21 (JND) [21] For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens [them], thus the Son also quickens whom he will:

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 4:25 (JND) [25] who has been delivered for our offences and has been raised for our justification, it will be reckoned.

1 Corinthians 15:17 (JND) [17] but if Christ be not raised, your faith [is] vain; ye are yet in your sins.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

1 Corinthians 15:55 (JND) [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory?

Psalms 114:3 (JND) [3] The sea saw it and fled, the Jordan turned back;

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:20 (JND) [20] (But now Christ is raised from among [the] dead, first-fruits of those fallen asleep.

Galatians 2:16 (JND) [16] but knowing that a man is not justified on the principle of works of law [nor] but by the faith of Jesus Christ, *we* also have believed on Christ Jesus, that we might be justified on the principle of [the] faith of Christ; and not of works of law; because on the principle of works of law no flesh shall be justified.

Romans 4:5 (JND) [5] but to him who does not work, but believes on him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteousness.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

1 Timothy 2:6 (JND) [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.

Psalms 49:8 (JND) [8] (For the redemption of their soul is costly, and must be given up for ever,)

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Hebrews 9:12 (JND) [12] nor by blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood, has entered in once for all into the [holy of] holies, having found an eternal redemption.

Genesis 45:20 (JND) [20] And let not your eye regret your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt shall be yours.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Romans 15:6 (JND) [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.



TWO OR THREE


 

Lord! Let us meet with two or three,

Gathered by grace alone to Thee!

Where Thine own Name and presence blest

Speak life and love to every breast!

 

Not with the solemn pomp and show,

Where mullioned windows deeply glow,

Where incense floats, and many a wave

From sounding pipe rolls down the nave.

 

Not there! But let it rather be

Some upper chamber known to Thee!

There shall be spread a feast divine –

A table, with the bread and wine.

 

And there, to faith, in heavenly lines,

A golden sanctuary shines;

O scene beyond all thought and sight,

Where all is joy and peace and light!

 

For where we see Thy glorious face

We enter the most holy place;

Lord, may we rest where two or three

Are gathered only unto Thee!

 

E L Bevir
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Notes


	[←1]
	 Footnote ‘e’ to “soul” gives ‘life’




	[←2]
	 A quarter of an old penny
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