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LIGHT AND SALVATION

LIGHT AND SALVATION

Isaiah 49: 1 - 11; Luke 2: 25 - 32

It is not a very difficult matter to spell out christianity from the Old Testament, though we could not do this if God had not given to us of His Spirit; but by the Spirit it is not difficult to see in Scripture that God had from the outset all His ways before Him. Nothing comes unexpectedly to Him. There was no question with God as to what He was going to do right through. No plan of God is affected by what men do. He knows perfectly what they are going to do. The prophet Isaiah made known that Israel would reject Christ when He came to them. I have turned to this particular scripture as showing that although the Old Testament is not dealing with christianity, but with things on earth and the people of God — Israel, and all connected with them, yet undoubtedly by the Spirit you can see that God had other things in His mind connected with Christ when the Spirit of God indited it. This particular chapter speaks of what Christ is at the present time. The apostle Paul takes it up in Acts 13 to the people at Antioch in Pisidia. He found the Jews perverse and opposed to all he had to say, then he turned to the gentiles to present Christ to them, and for justification in what he did he takes up the verse in this chapter, “I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth”. And so elsewhere the apostle says, “I heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee”. He quotes that in the second epistle to the Corinthians and gives it a present application, he says, “behold now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation”. Now it is certain that what is spoken in this chapter in Isaiah had no reference to any then living. The circumstances predicted had not [p. 2] come to pass, when Isaiah wrote, and the chapter could have no reference to Isaiah. Isaiah was never set for a light to the gentiles or to give salvation to the ends of the earth. He was never employed of God to raise up the dispersed of Jacob and to restore the preserved of Israel. He was employed to speak beforehand of the One who would do it. He predicted what would come to pass, and a vast deal of the prophecy of Isaiah has reference to Christ. There is scarcely any prophet that speaks so much of Christ as Isaiah. All the prophets in some way have testified to Christ, but none are so full of the history of Christ as Isaiah. This part of the book particularly foresaw the great controversy which God would have with His people Israel in regard to Christ. The Spirit of God foresaw in Isaiah as in Simeon, that Christ would be presented to the people and be rejected, and so we have the controversy between God and Israel in regard to Christ taken up. I am speaking, supposing that what we get here is prophetic, and refers not to the prophet nor to anybody short of Christ; that is, that God had Christ in view. We get in the chapter a kind of dialogue. On the one hand Christ is Himself pleading certain things, and has the answer of Jehovah. Christ says, “And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me, And said unto me, Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified”. Again in verse 4, “Then I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain: yet surely my judgement is with the Lord, and my work with my God”. Then again in verse 5, “And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength”. 

It is a very terrible thing that the Lord should have had to say that He had spent His strength for nought and in vain. Outwardly there was little result from the ministry [p. 3] of the Lord when He was here, and yet He could retire on this, that His judgement was with Jehovah and His work with His God; that is, He left everything in the hand and judgement of His God. I suppose all here are more or less familiar with what is recorded in the gospels, that is the ministry of Christ; and so you can understand the language which the Lord employs here as to the outward results of His work. Men in general, in regard to their work, want to see some great and apparent result. Man wants something to show, perfectly natural. Very few of us would like it otherwise. You do get many people content to labour on diligently and not concerned as to what will be the apparent result. The thought of reputation undoubtedly has a great place with men. While men are sometimes content not to get much result in the present, yet they look for reputation. But we do not find the Lord labouring for reputation. He was labouring not only for the benefit of man, but for the will of God, and yet, in regard to that, He had to say, “I have spent my strength for nought, and in vain”. 

Now I will speak a little of the answer that He gets, “And now, saith the Lord that formed me from the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob again to him, Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength”. We know that Israel was not gathered, but scattered; when the Lord was about to suffer He took up a word from Zechariah, “smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered”. That came to pass. The shepherd was smitten and the sheep scattered, and if the sheep were scattered, in due time the nation was scattered. God did not intend the sheep to be scattered and the nation gathered. There was a little gathering, I admit, but it was not the gathering of Israel. It was the gathering of a few who were brought into a new association, that is into the church. We find that in the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles — a little company that the Lord had attracted to Himself — the Spirit descended on them, for Christ had become [p. 4] glorious in the eyes of Jehovah. Christ was at the right hand of God. When Scripture speaks of the right hand of God it means something. In a kingdom who is at the right hand of the king? The queen sits usually at the right hand of the king, because it is the most distinguished place of honour and glory. Now Christ sits at the right hand of God, and He is glorious, whatever He may be in the eyes of man, and certainly He is not glorious in the eyes of man now. The world is a place of free opinion, and men have very different ideas in regard of Christ, but whatever men may think, yet He is glorious in the eyes of Jehovah, and His God is His confidence. The Spirit came down on the day of Pentecost to report the glory of Christ. Now if He is glorious in the eyes of Jehovah, He is the true Israel. The fact is that when the Lord Jesus was here upon earth He represented Israel under the eye of God. When He was born He had to go down to Egypt in order that the prophecy might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt have I called my son”. He represented Israel in the eye of God, and hence if Christ be glorious in the eye of God it involves the ultimate restoration of Israel. It is a great point that He should be glorious, though Israel was not gathered, in the eye of God. Israel was really hid in Christ, and the work which Christ has accomplished holds good for Israel. He took up the liabilities under which Israel was, and met them, and, as we read in Romans 11, all Israel shall be saved; really hanging on the fact that Christ is glorious in the eyes of Jehovah. 

I think it very important that the church should be distinct in maintaining the hope of Israel. The Jews are all over the face of the earth, but to a very large extent have given up their hope, they are content to accept things as they are in the world, and to make the best of them; but their hope is maintained by the Spirit of God in christians, that is in those who know that Christ is glorious in the eyes of Jehovah. No greater mistake has been made than for any nation upon earth to assume to be [p. 5] a particularly favoured people with God. There is no particular people with God nationally at the present time, except the church. There may be the claiming of the position of Israel, but I do not think God will allow the claim. It is not according to truth. If you look at verse 6, “And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth”; you will see that the early part of this verse is confirmatory of what I have said, viz., that the ultimate restoration of Israel is dependent on Christ being glorious in the eyes of Jehovah. The tribes are to be raised and preserved, and Simeon takes that up in Luke 2, when he held the child Jesus in his arms and said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”. He was content to depart when he had seen Jehovah’s Christ. The very fact of Christ being glorious is the pledge of the restoration of Israel, and the One who will be employed of God to bring that about will be Christ Himself. It is a great thing to hold by this, and to entirely abandon any false position. If it was the purpose of God to recognise Israel as His people upon earth, God will hold to His purpose, and will most infallibly bring it to pass by Christ. 

But we get another thing coming in; God says, I have set Thee a light to the nations, that is, the nations in contrast to Israel, “that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth”. Simeon takes up that thought in Luke 2. He says, “a light for revelation of the Gentiles”. The apostle also takes it up, as we have seen, in Acts 13. It would be a terrible thing if one could not see the restoration of Israel. It would be as though God had taken up something, and that something had failed. We may be quite sure that what God has taken up He will [p. 6] certainly bring to result and that although it may be clouded for a moment, yet God will not be baffled in anything which He has contemplated. Only one word more in regard to it: in the tabernacle, if you remember, there was the golden table and on the table twelve loaves; those twelve loaves represented the twelve tribes of Israel. The twelve loaves were borne on the golden table, and what does that mean? It means that instead of Christ being borne by the twelve tribes, the twelve tribes were borne by Christ. The high priest in Israel bore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel on the breastplate which covered his heart. All that involves restoration. But in the meantime Christ is a light to the gentiles and God’s salvation to the ends of the earth. I present these two thoughts because they are extremely important to us. One great property of light is to bring things into view. In the darkness of the night you do not see anything, but when the sun rises everything comes into view. So it was in regard to the gentiles. The gentiles in a sense had got out of the sight of God. They were lost in idolatry and darkness, degradation and debasement. But Christ was a light of the gentiles. That is, the gentiles were to be brought into the view of God. It is in that sense that I understand that Christ is a light of the gentiles. Simeon says, “a light for revelation of the Gentiles” that is to bring the gentiles into view. We get mercy for us poor gentiles. 

Now another point is, Christ is salvation to the ends of the earth. Light stands in contrast to darkness, and salvation in contrast to bondage, and God could present Christ as salvation to the nations because in Christ is an outlet from the bondage in which man is found. I want to make that point plain. If there were no bondage there would be no occasion for salvation, but there is bondage and hence there arises the necessity for salvation. We have an illustration of it in the case of Israel. They were in bondage in Egypt to Pharaoh and his taskmasters, and because they were in bondage there was necessity for [p. 7] salvation. Hence it was that God came out in the character of a Saviour to Israel, to save them from their bondage. Now in regard to the gentiles, there were three things that marked them. One was lawlessness, a second was hatred, and a third darkness. That is where man really abode. It was true in regard of Israel when the Lord came. He found Israel lawless, hateful and hating one another and in moral darkness. They had not taken advantage of the opportunities God had given them. But when Christ was here there was an outlet from the bondage and that outlet was Himself, and persons here and there found it. Zacchaeus found it, the disciples found it, and others, too. In the company of Christ they ceased to be lawless, they ceased to be hateful and hating, and were not in darkness for they came into the light of the revelation of God. The same became true in regard to the gentiles. The Greeks and the barbarians were lawless. Their minds were blinded; they were idolators; they had no real ideal of a moral being; their gods conveyed immoral ideas; they had no idea of a living God or of righteousness or holiness. They were sunk in degradation, each nation doing its own will, and debased by idolatry. It has been said very often that idolatry was a deification of the lusts to which men are prone, and men got religious sanction for the lusts of the human heart, and it had a most fearful effect in regard of man. Men certainly did not love one another very much. There was no love to spare in the darkness of idolatry. In that state of things you might have found traces of natural affection, but in the general relations between men, they were hateful and hating one another, being morally in darkness because they had no light in regard to God. What has now come to pass is that Christ is light. The gentiles have come into the view of God and Christ is salvation to the gentiles. The judgement of God is held back in consequence of Christ having come in. When Christ came and was rejected, judgement might well have come in when the condition of man was taken into account; 

[p. 8] but instead of that, what has come to pass is that Christ is salvation. Judgement is stayed and, in the place of the judgement of God, what marks the present moment is an acceptable time and a day of salvation. And the reason of it is that Christ at the present time stands to the gentiles in the position of a light to bring them into the view of God, and there is salvation to them so that they may escape from the bondage in which men are, as the result of lawlessness having come into the world. 

Now what is the gain of it to us? We have to get everything by Christ. It is only by Christ that the gentiles have come into the view of God. Had it not been for Christ we had all been idolators to this day. Whatever course the world might have taken I could not say, but, apart from Christ, as far as we can conjecture, we would be abiding in the darkness. We would have been hid away from God in the darkness of idolatry. Judaism never dispersed the darkness, nor philosophy; and my impression is that if christianity had not came in, there would not have been science, for science is an outcome of the liberation of the mind by the light of christianity. Judgement is stayed and the hand of God held back by the fact of Christ having come in. Christ is the head of every man. The present moment is a remarkable moment, an accepted time, a day of salvation, because Christ is an escape from the conditions which are prevalent in the world. Now I put it to you. How far have we escaped? How far are you free from lawlessness? I will tell you what righteousness means; it means to be bound to Christ, or, to use a scriptural figure, to be married to Christ. If you are married to Christ, you are no longer lawless but in righteousness, and the proof of that is that you practise righteousness. We have no proof whatever of anyone being joined to Christ except in that they practise righteousness. A true wife shows that she is a true wife by doing the works which please her husband. If she does not, she does not give much proof that she is a true wife; and so in regard of us we prove that we are married [p. 9] to Christ by the practice of God’s will and not our own will, in this world. God has left us here to that end. You will remember the admonition to the Romans in chapter 12, to yield their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which was their reasonable service; then it adds, “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”. I have a question for all here. Have you been exercised to find out what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God? You can find it out if you desire. God will certainly enlighten you if you wish to be enlightened. Now we have to prove that will. It is no good talking or speculating about it. The thing is to prove it. If it were not possible to know it we could not prove it, but if it be possible to know it we can prove it, and are left here to that end, and in proving it we find that we are no longer lawless but joined to Christ. 

Then Christ is salvation from the hatred that is in the world, for if you come under the influence of Christ the effect will be that you will find yourself in fellowship with other christians and will come into an atmosphere not of hatred, but of love. The Lord enjoined the disciples that they were to love one another as He had loved them. He left a little company on earth for that. Love was the atmosphere of that circle, and when others entered into that circle they found themselves in salvation, that is from the hatred that prevailed in the world; and so too in regard to the other point to which I have alluded. In coming where the Spirit of God was, that is to the circle which Christ formed, they came into the light of God, for if the Spirit of God were there, the light must be there. They came into the house of God, and were saved out of darkness, so that Christ had become salvation to the gentiles; salvation from lawlessness, from hatred and from darkness. It is an accepted time and a day of salvation, and it is a great thing for us if we have found Christ to be all that. Each one must enter into [p. 10] it for himself. Each one must of necessity have his own particular apprehension of Christ. You cannot alter Christ being light to the Gentiles and salvation, but of course, the fact of Christ being salvation will not affect you and me except as we apprehend what Christ is. 

May God give us to understand better what it is to apprehend Christ as God’s salvation. 


Scripture references

Isaiah 49:1-11 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God. [5] And now, saith Jehovah, that formed me from the womb to be his servant, that I should bring Jacob again to him; (though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, and my God shall be my strength;) [6] and he saith, It is a small thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I have even given thee for a light of the nations, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth. [7] Thus saith Jehovah, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to the servant of rulers: Kings shall see and arise, princes, and they shall worship, because of Jehovah who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who hath chosen thee. [8] Thus saith Jehovah: In a time of acceptance have I answered thee, and in the day of salvation have I helped thee; and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the land, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; [9] saying to the prisoners, Go forth; to them that are in darkness, Shew yourselves. They shall feed in the ways, and their pasture shall be on all bare hills. [10] They shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall the heat nor sun smite them; for he that hath mercy on them will lead them, and by the springs of water will he guide them. [11] And I will make all my mountains a way, and my highways shall be raised up.

Luke 2:25-32 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it was divinely communicated to him by the Holy Spirit, that he should not see death before he should see [the] Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the Spirit into the temple; and as the parents brought in the child Jesus that they might do for him according to the custom of the law, [28] *he* received him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, [29] Lord, now thou lettest thy bondman go, according to thy word, in peace; [30] for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, [31] which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples; [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …



READING ON EXODUS 15

READING ON EXODUS 15

Exodus 15: 1 - 19

FER If I recollect aright we had this chapter four years ago. Still there are not many here who were present then. It gives a very comprehensive view of things, in a typical way. “Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning”. Hence while all these dealings of God with the children of Israel were literal, the record of them is for us. “That we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope”. Now one thing I would like to touch on is, that God begins with testimony, and the purpose of that testimony is to set people in movement. Then it is movement all along, that is the truth of things. You have no quiet time. 

WM You mean movement in the sense of exercise of soul. 

FER Quite so. There is no moment when you are not in movement morally. 

WM That is the effect of the testimony. 

FER Yes. Do you know what the testimony was, in the case of the children of Israel, that set them in movement? 

LPT The ark of the covenant. 

FER No, that came in afterwards. I think it was the blood and the passover lamb that set them in movement. The blood was the witness that God had come out in mercy, and intended to overthrow the world system that held His people in bondage. You can see it more distinctly in the antitype, that is, in Christ. He is the witness of God’s mercy, and that God intends to overthrow the world’s system. You can understand that if the world had been what it ought to have been according to God, there would not have been need for God to come out in testimony. He comes out in testimony because [p. 12] the world is not according to God, but then the testimony involves that God is going to overthrow the world system; but the blood is the witness on the part of God to redemption. 

JP And in the type it very soon occurred. 

FER That is the truth we have to look at in Christ. When I speak of ‘the world’, of course I mean the world in its principle and organisation, “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”. The things in which men live, Christ is the wisdom and the power of God to bring to nought the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 

WM Do you mean that the blood is the witness of the total unsuitability of the world to God? It hardly appears on the surface that the blood is the witness of the setting aside of the world system. 

FER But if Christ comes as light into the world, it puts the world to the test, and will the world bear the test? The Lord Jesus said, “I am come a light into the world”. John 3: 16 - 21, makes it clear enough that the coming of Christ into the world of necessity involved the overthrow of the world. When God intervenes, and the Son of God comes in, you must have the overthrow of what is not of God. 

JSA You mean that in the type the blood of the passover is God coming out in mercy in connection with the announced judgement on all Egypt. 

FER It involved the judgement of the Egyptians, that is my point in regard to it. 

WM The entire rejection of Christ involved the setting aside of the world system, but that is not what you mean. 

FER No. It is the fact of God coming out in that kind of testimony. If Egypt and the world system had been according to God, God [p. 13] would not have come in by the blood. His coming in by the blood shows that the world is not according to God and the blood does not set the world right. 

WM He would not have come in by death. 

FER No. 

GWH I suppose the world is viewed as a moral system there, and the divine thought was that in setting this aside a moral system according to God might be introduced. 

FER Exactly. Hence the intervention of God in Christ involves a new beginning. 

WM I suppose on the other hand if the world had been according to God Christ would have come in as the crown of man. 

FER But then He would not, I suppose, have come into it at all. 

WM No, quite so; He came by water and blood. 

FER Yes, and in that very passage all is in connection with overcoming the world. 

JSA You get a fresh start very clearly in chapter 12, “This month shall be unto you the beginning of months”. 

FER Yes. 

WM Would you say that the blood was not only the testimony to the love of God but to the end of man? 

FER I think so, and to the end of the world. Christ appeared once, in the end of the world to put away sin by His own sacrifice. The testimony of God was to set the people in movement, and that is the case in regard of us. If we are not in movement we are not christians, because the effect of God’s testimony is to set us in movement. You get that idea in the Pilgrim’s Progress. We do not like being set in movement. The greater part of people would be content to remain where they are. The blood set the children of Israel in movement. 

JP That is very evident. 

WM They began to move that very night. 

FER Why? Because Egypt was not according to God. It was a world of lust and pride. Israel had to leave it because it was obnoxious to God. 

WM It became a city of destruction. 

[p. 14] FER Because the world was obnoxious to God. The point was to leave Egypt. 

JSA I suppose you get an illustration in the case of Lot and his family of how reluctant people are to leave the city. Lot was a just man. 

FER He was reluctant to leave the world. Sodom was a city of destruction, and Lot was reluctant to leave it, and so are people now. They want to fit christianity in with this world and have succeeded in doing it very much; but as I said before, the testimony of God in the case of Israel set the people in movement. They were not to remain in Egypt, but to remove out of it. 

WM Is that set forth in the expression in Galatians, He “gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world”? 

FER Exactly, that is, to set us in movement. 

GWH The testimony Moses was to give to Pharaoh was, “Let my people go, that they may serve me”. 

FER God would not be served by the people while they were in bondage. 

JA His would not be the acknowledged superior power if they were in bondage. 

FER No. Now another point is this, that people may raise the question, if we are going to lose this world what are we going to get? I think I can understand that question. God answered the question in dividing the Red Sea. He said you are going to get a way through death, not to judgement, but to life. Then in connection with that the power of the enemy is destroyed, for the moment I see a way through death to life, the power of death is broken, “that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage”. 

WM It is very remarkable that the two types though so close together are kept separate, the blood and the Red Sea. 

FER [p. 15] Yes. 

WM You look upon the blood as the testimony that set them in movement, and the Red Sea as deliverance from the enemy. 

FER Quite so. The truth is that God has come out in the rights of mercy. The world is obnoxious to God and God has come out to bring redemption to man, but that man may leave the world which is obnoxious to God. 

JSA When you are speaking of leaving this world to enter upon another you are not speaking of dying literally, but the present experience of the soul in this life. 

FER Quite so, that is what is set forth in this chapter. You get no type of going to heaven. The chapter refers to what takes place here, only it is a great thing for us to apprehend that the death of Christ has broken the power of death, that a way has been made through death; not to judgement, but to life. That is what has come to pass by the power of God in the resurrection of Christ. Christ entered into death to destroy him that had the power of death. The Red Sea has been smitten and the waters divided, and we apprehend a way through the sea, not to judgement but to life. 

WM When you say life, are you looking at the whole purpose of God right through to Canaan, for that was embraced in their song? 

FER Yes. 

LCB In the case of Abraham would it not be his calling that began his movement? What difference do you make between the blood here and his calling? 

FER Abraham’s case was a more real thing morally than that of Israel in Egypt; the people felt the pressure of Egypt and in a sense were glad to leave it; but the call of Abraham involved a good deal, that is, the break with country, kindred and father’s house. It comes to that with us all really. 

JA It is like a second movement. The first movement sets you in motion. 

FER It is deeper in a way. The appeal to Abraham went deeper than in the case [p. 16] of Israel. 

GWH Scripture hardly contemplates a christian going on with the world and God at the same time. 

FER If he does, it means that the testimony of God has produced no moral effect upon him. The testimony of God would undoubtedly set a man in movement where it is accepted in faith, but then it was not like a leap in the dark, because when the Red Sea was divided there was an end of all their distress. So in regard to us, when we apprehend the import of the resurrection of Christ from the dead, there is an end to distress, we see a way through. Man is not blocked by death now, because by the death of Christ there is a way through. 

WM Because He is through. 

FER Christ is risen. But we do not pass through in a literal way like Christ; we go through figuratively in baptism, and the meaning and force of it is that a person leaves the world, but he leaves it to find himself with God, with a good conscience. “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ”, I think that is right. 

JP I think so, indeed. I was mindful of that passage in Peter. Death which was in a certain sense so naturally terrible to man has really become salvation to us; that is, baptism if accepted in the meaning of it is a very real thing, but it is to find yourself with God and a good conscience by the resurrection of Christ. 

WM I suppose the significance of that was very plain to a Jew in the early days, when he left everything by it. 

FER I think so. He found himself with God with a good conscience. 

WM He had left the world. 

FER Yes, but to find God, that is by death, as we had this morning. When a person gets forgiveness it is that he may accept death and that is by baptism. 

WM Would you think that was involved in what Ananias said to Paul, “arise, and be baptised, and wash away thy sins”? He had thus a good conscience before God. 

FER He was to get it by baptism. Now we get the first great thought in the divine purpose in verse 13, “Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation”. 

WM How could that be said when they were only in the wilderness? 

FER It is interesting that the people were redeemed in Egypt, the blood was there, and it was the blood of redemption. But there is another step looked at in reference to them, that is, “Thou ... hast led forth the people which Thou hast redeemed”, the testimony of redemption had put the people in movement. The people had so far responded to it, and God had led forth the people, and further had brought them by His strength unto the abode of His holiness. It says, “holy habitation”, but it is really the abode of His holiness. That is where they had come to through the Red Sea. 

WM They were brought to God. 

FER Exactly, but where the holiness of God abides. 

Rem That was not the wilderness, properly speaking. 

FER Not the wilderness exactly, and yet it was the wilderness; it was the abode of His holiness. It is made good with us by the love of God being shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. I understand the abode of God’s holiness to be His love. God has brought us there. 

WM Because there is no holiness apart from love. 

FER No, evidently the holiness of God abides in His nature, and the love of God is shed abroad in out hearts by the Holy Spirit. Hence it is we are brought to the abode of His holiness. 

JP It shows the importance of taking up these expressions in their moral bearings. We are apt to be hindered [p. 18] by material thoughts. 

FER We have been set in movement by the testimony of mercy and the end is to be brought to the love of God. 

JP That is, the first thing is that the rights of God are established in redemption; then the testimony of it reaches us, and it sets us in motion, and that answers to ‘Thou hast led them forth’. 

FER You cannot remain in the world of nature, that is, Egypt, because the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life are wholly and entirely opposed to all that God is revealed to be. There is nothing of grace or of mercy or of truth or of love in them. You are affected by the testimony of God in order to leave the world which is obnoxious to God, and which God intends in result to bring to nought. Then God shows me that He has appointed a way through death into life. I am brought face to face to God with a good conscience, and God brings me to the abode of His holiness. 

WM And in principle that is an eternal abiding place. 

FER Yes. 

JSA I suppose that passage in Peter is on the same line, “Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”. 

FER I think that is the first great step in our experience; God has led forth the people whom He has redeemed and brought them by His strength to the abode of His holiness. I do not think that in a sense we have to stop there. What took place when Israel was brought into the wilderness was that God set up His dwelling place among them, but after that they were still to be in movement, but guided by the ark of the covenant. We are brought to the abode of His holiness. But then we enter upon another character of exercise: it is all movement, depend upon it, and there is no rest. 

JSA I think there is something interesting in that, very like God’s announcement of His purpose in chapter 6, “I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their bondage, and I [p. 19] will redeem you with a stretched out arm, and with great judgements: and I will take you to me for a people, and I will be to you a God: and ye shall know that I am the Lord your God”. There is a point reached; but then it goes on to say, “And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning the which I did swear to give it to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage”. That is a further step. 

FER We get that brought out here in verse 17, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance”. 

WM Would you say the one state of experience brings them from Egypt across the Red Sea, and the other through the wilderness to Canaan? 

FER Yes. The first great thing is to bring them to God, that is the most important part of it. It is immensely important to us because we are brought to God that we may learn God. That is the object of our being left here. “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us”. We are left here to pass through a good many things, circumstances, trials, etc., but that we may learn God and have confidence in Him. He brings us to the abode of His holiness to that end. 

LDT What do you mean by the abode of His holiness? 

FER I was saying it is His nature. 

JP I think the other day, with regard to the expression in Hebrews 12, “that we might be partakers of his holiness”, you spoke of God’s holiness there as connected with His nature. 

FER Evidently the abode of His holiness is His nature. You cannot separate the holiness of God from His nature. It says the “love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit”. Hence it is holy love. We are brought to the abode of His holiness, in being brought to the knowledge of His love. 

JP That we may come under divine teaching. 

FER [p. 20] The object is that He may be so known to us that we have confidence in Him. It is not such an easy matter to confide in God when everything is going crooked. 

WM I suppose confidence will spring not from faith exactly, but from the knowledge of God. 

FER Yes, confidence is begotten by love. We have often had that before us. Nothing but love will beget confidence. 

WM Is this knowledge of God essential in order to go through the wilderness? 

FER Well, I think it is essential to enter into what is beyond. How are you going to be qualified for heaven? 

WM By entering into heavenly things now. 

FER Our qualification for heaven is the knowledge of God. You will never enter into what is beyond except by the knowledge of God. 

WM So you look on the wilderness as being incidental. 

FER Yes, incidental; very important, but incidental; it is the training ground. God’s love is begotten in our hearts so that we may be prepared to go beyond. The notion is in people’s minds that they go to heaven at the end of their path here as a matter of course, but the question I would ask is this, what qualification have you for heaven? What are you going to do when you get there? I think that is a matter which people would do well to take into account, What suitability have you for heaven? 

WM I suppose that was in Mr. Darby’s mind when he wrote ‘There no stranger God shall meet thee’. You must know God here. 

JSA And there is another thing which our materialistic minds are forgetting and that is that God is a Spirit and that our knowledge of Him can only be in a moral way. 

JA People think of meeting their friends and relatives in heaven. There is no knowledge of God in that. 

[p. 21] PA So there is room for trying our confidence in God, in the wilderness. 

FER Yes. Abraham was tried over and over again, so God allows room for the trial of our faith. “That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ”. God allows us trial, but the point is that it should result in confidence in God, and the knowledge of God’s love is that which begets confidence. It is so in a house; it is the love of the parents that begets confidence in the children. They reciprocate what they get in the parents. If the parents are suspicious of the children, the children will be suspicious. 

PA It is all in view of the glory. 

FER It is all a part of our education and the first principle of education is that we should know the love of God, so as to have confidence in God; and when confidence is begotten we are prepared to go a step further; we leave our own side and begin to enter into God’s side, that is, the side of His glory. We begin with His grace and that leads us on to the knowledge of His love and that gives confidence in Himself, and then we are prepared to go on and contemplate His glory. Christ is the centre of His glory, and His glory is bound up with Christ and you are prepared to contemplate that, when your heart is established in confidence. Until then God cannot make known to you all His things, so it is in a man’s house. If I did not feel that my children had confidence in me I would not be prepared to make known to them all my mind, but if I feel I have their confidence I make known to them in due time my purposes, and that is what God does. That is what is meant here, “Thou shalt bring them in”, into the land of His purpose; that is what God is bent on. “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in”. Where is God to [p. 22] dwell? 

WM Does He not dwell in the love of His people? 

FER No, in the universe, what was prefigured by the tabernacle. The tabernacle of God is with men and He will dwell with them. The universe will be the house of God, but the universe under Christ. That is the idea of God’s dwelling place. The whole universe is to become a sanctuary. If God has the confidence of our hearts He will bring us into the sense of our relation to that order of things, into the land of promise; that is, into all the things in which God is going to be glorified, and we are kept in movement to that end. 

JP So that at the end of verse 13 really He gains our confidence, and then in verse 17 we go over to His side, His glory. I was struck as we read it. It says, “which thou hast made (not for us to dwell in, but) for thee to dwell in”. 

FER It shows the great divine thought of which we often speak, the universe of bliss. The universe of bliss is the dwelling place of God; it is the place God has made to dwell in. 

JP So the Scriptures do not close until they bring it before us? 

FER No, and we apprehend now the place which the church has in connection with that system. “The fulness of him that filleth all in all”. Christ has ascended up far above all heavens to fill all things. He has a name above every name; connected with the purpose of God to head up all things in Christ, and the church is His body. The church does not belong to this world, but to the world of which Christ is the head. 

PAES Would you say Moses was a sample of a man in movement, when after seeing the ways of God he wanted to advance to the glory in Exodus 33? 

FER I think he was. He says, “shew me thy glory”. 

GWH I suppose the function of priest is to set the people free from all wilderness experiences so that they may enter on to the ground of divine counsel. 

FER I think [p. 23] so. 

WM What you were saying is illustrated in Hebrews 8. In that chapter you get the new covenant, the idea of God’s disposition, and then you are encouraged to come in the tenth chapter to what is set forth in the holiest. 

FER Yes, in chapter 8 you get the new covenant, in chapter 9 purgation, in chapter 10 the holiest. What do you come to the holiest for? The holiest is not the land of promise. You come to the holiest to contemplate the ark of the covenant. Then it is you can apprehend what is the breadth and length and depth and height. You cannot traverse the land until you have arrived at the ark of the covenant. The ark of the covenant was to guide the people into the land. The ark of the covenant went before the people to lead them into it. Getting to the ark of the covenant is having Christ dwelling in the heart by faith; then it is you have the key to everything; that is, you can apprehend with all saints the breadth and length and depth and height. 

WM Everything grows out of that. 

FER Yes. We enter the holiest to learn what Christ is on the part of God. We have acquaintance in the wilderness of what Christ is on our part, but in the holiest you learn what Christ is on God’s part, and when you have that you can understand the breadth and length and depth and height, but you could not otherwise, any more than the children of Israel could take possession of the land without the ark of the covenant. They would have been swallowed up by the Canaanites if it had not been for the ark. 

WM Everything is involved in the ark of the covenant. 

FER Yes. I think it is most remarkable that you should have in type and figure in the things that occurred to the children of Israel, such a remarkable and distinct setting forth of God’s ways now. Anybody not interested in them I pity. People will read ridiculous stories, and find interest in them, and yet in such a wonderful unfolding of divine ways as in the case of the children of [p. 24] Israel they do not seem to have a bit of interest. It is a great thing to have the heart established in grace with confidence in God, and then you know that God is your friend, like He was to Abraham. He was a friend of God, but then he knew that God was his friend. When you know that, then you want to know what is in His mind. What is that? Christ and the whole system and order of things of which Christ is the gathering centre, and that is what the Spirit of God would keep us occupied with. 

PA It is by His having come out to us that we are able to enter into His side. 

FER That is it, so that we might have desire to enter into His things; that is what God has purposed for His glory. I think christians make a very poor show who do not go on. 

JP I see too from what you say there is plenty of room for movement. 

FER Because when you are brought in a way to one point, to the holy abode of God, that at once sets you in movement for another. 

JP It is no small thing to be brought there. 

FER Then when you get to the land it is all fighting. 

GWH I suppose that corresponds to Ephesians 6. 

FER It is all fighting; you have to stand your ground now. 

JP You cannot have lying down and going to sleep when you get to the land. 

FER No, it is fighting. 

GWH But you have mighty good armour. 

FER Yes, you are not badly off, the sword of the Spirit and the whole panoply of God. There is a sort of exhilaration in fighting when you know you are not likely to be defeated. 

JA Greater is He that is in you than He that is in the world. 

JP I see, too, how completely all this would deliver us from every kind of thing here. 

FER I think so; and what a witness God has left in [p. 25] the world of it all. Look at the Jew; he is a standing witness that God has left to the truth of things. You have the Jew scattered beyond Babylon. God swore in the wilderness that He would carry them away beyond Damascus, that is, beyond Babylon really. 

WM It remains true that the wrath of God is come upon them to the uttermost. 

FER Yes. Well, I think we ought to be in exercise. I do not think that God cares to go on with indifferent people. “Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth”. 

PA We ought to be stirred up. 

FER I think so. People want to be in movement. It is a great thing to go on, not to be content to remain where you are. 

GWH We are very diligent about our own things, but we are slow about the Lord’s things. 

FER I think so. I am convinced that we have only touched the fringe of things. We have a very poor apprehension of divine things. Who can tell us much about the breadth and length and depth and height? It carries us back a little in thought to Abraham. After he was parted from Lot he was told to lift his eyes and see the length and breadth of the land. We are to apprehend not only the length and breadth but the depth and height, which is the universe. 

JP It was after all a surface measure with Abraham. 

FER Because it was a literal land. When you come to the universe of bliss it is the breadth and length and depth and height. 
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Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 15:1-19 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. [4] Pharaoh's chariots and his army hath he cast into the sea; His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. [5] The depths covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone. [6] Thy right hand, Jehovah, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, Jehovah, hath dashed in pieces the enemy. [7] And by the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown thine adversaries: Thou sentest forth thy burning wrath, it consumed them as stubble. [8] And by the breath of thy nostrils the waters were heaped up; The streams stood as a mound; The depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. [9] The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my soul shall be sated upon them; I will unsheath my sword, my hand shall dispossess them. [10] Thou didst blow with thy breath, the sea covered them; They sank as lead in the mighty waters. [11] Who is like unto thee, Jehovah, among the gods? Who is like unto thee, glorifying thyself in holiness, Fearful [in] praises, doing wonders? [12] Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, the earth swallowed them. …

John 3:16-21 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him. [18] He that believes on him is not judged: but he that believes not has been already judged, because he has not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Exodus 33 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Depart, go up hence, thou and the people that thou hast brought up out of the land of Egypt, into the land that I swore unto Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it, [2] (and I will send an angel before thee, and dispossess the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite,) [3] into a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in the midst of thee, for thou art a stiff-necked people, lest I consume thee on the way. …

Hebrews 8 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens; [2] minister of the holy places and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord has pitched, [and] not man. [3] For every high priest is constituted for the offering both of gifts and sacrifices; whence it is needful that this one also should have something which he may offer. …

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …



THE MEANS BY WHICH WE ARE KEPT

[p. 26] THE MEANS BY WHICH WE ARE KEPT

Hebrews 4: 11 - 16; 1 John 2: 1 - 5; Numbers 16: 48; Numbers 17: 1 - 13

My purpose is to bring before you two thoughts, that is the word of God and the priesthood of Christ in their practical value to us, for there is no doubt that we are kept by their means down here. If we were not kept, undoubtedly we should turn away. We are “kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation”. Divine things would lose their power in our souls and the world and the flesh would prove too strong for us. There used to be taught the doctrine of final perseverance. That may be all well. It is a good thing to keep on to the end, but final perseverance is not enough, it depends too much on human effort, and, as against all that we have to meet, human effort is not enough; we are kept, and every christian is conscious of being kept, and I am conscious that if I were not kept I should not continue in the faith. 

Now, what God uses are the two things spoken of in the latter part of Hebrews 4, that is, the word of God and the priesthood of Christ. I want to bring before you the practical bearing of each to every one of us. In 1 John 2, we get the thought of His word, “Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected”. Then it adds, “hereby know we that we are in him”; priesthood is available to us because we are in Him. If we were not in Him, it would not be so. In the epistle to the Hebrews Christ is presented to us in a twofold light, that is, as apostle and as high priest, fulfilling the type of Moses and Aaron. In the calling and profession of Israel, Moses was the apostle and Aaron the high priest. God did not let Moses be both, but He chose a brother of Moses, the next distinguished man — Aaron — to be high priest, and there were the two, the apostle and the high priest. Now, both offices are combined in Christ. When [p. 27] they were distinct, the high priest was not equal to the apostle; Aaron was not equal to Moses. Aaron broke down sadly in making the golden calf; and Moses was faithful in all God’s house. When we come to the antitype, to Christ, the priest is equal to the apostle, for both offices are combined in one person; that is the truth in the epistle to the Hebrews. 

In regard to the apostle, the point is that God speaks by him; on the other hand the idea of priest is that he represents the people before God. This was true in the case of Aaron. In the passage I read in Numbers we read that he stood between the living and the dead, and the plague stayed. He made intercession on behalf of the people. Now, in regard to the apostle, whatever God speaks by him has reference to all men. Christ is Apostle, and what God speaks by Him has reference to all men, but I could not say that Christ is high priest for all men. God has set forth Jesus to be a mercy-seat through faith in His blood to declare His righteousness toward all. God addresses Himself now to all men. He “will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth”, but the application of priesthood is more limited; Christ represents us in the presence of God. I could not say that Christ is high priest for all, for He is priest for those who are in Him. I think priesthood is near akin to the truth in Romans 7, we are “married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”. The One to whom we are married is priest on our behalf in the presence of God, and we get the good of His priesthood. 

I will speak first in regard to the word of God. What I understand by the word of Christ in 1 John 2 is the revelation of God. We get the word of Christ put in contrast to the word of Moses in the gospel of John. “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”, it goes on to say. “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. The word [p. 28] of Christ is the declaration of God, and hence it says “Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected”. 

Now in Hebrews 4: 11 - 13, we have the admonition, “Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief. For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do”. Here we get the word of God, that is the revelation of Himself. I take it that in the highest sense Christ is the word of God, but the word of God is in the believer by the Spirit. The word of God is presented as testimony to all men, but in the believer the word of God is living. I do not understand the word of God to be living except in the believer. When it comes into contact with man prepared for it by the work of God, that is, born again, then the word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword. Nothing can be more vitally important to us than the word of God in us, because it is the revelation of God in His mind in regard to us, and therefore the effect is to put everything in place in us, and you cannot get things put in place in any one except by the word of God. To begin with, the word of God makes God known to us in His grace, and, therefore, God has a right in regard to us that we should be here for His will. Then the word of God makes Christ known to us as Head, so that we should be guided by Christ who is wisdom to us. You get that thought in the last verses of 1 Corinthians 1, “who of God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”. Christ is to us wisdom, that we should be guided by Him. My point is that when the word of God is living in the believer, the effect is that everything is regulated by it; then there is [p. 29] the apprehension of every relationship which God has established, and we seek to walk according to the mind of God; hence one can understand the expression we have in John’s epistle, “in him verily is the love of God perfected”, that is that everything is put in place in the heart of the believer by the word of God, and the love of God is perfected there; so if the word of God regulates everything in me I love God, and I love Christ, and I love fellow christians, and I love my wife and my children, and am in that way faithful in every relationship in which God has been pleased to put me. That is a very great point. 

I venture to say in any man’s mind in whom the word of God is not, things are more or less in confusion. There is something which has not a proper place with that man; for it is the revelation of God and of His mind that puts everything in order in the heart of man. 

There is another effect of the word of God; it discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart; you will find you will be often put sorely to the proof by the word of God. I can understand it because we are surrounded by many things which are subtle. Very often there is a tendency to give undue importance to something which is not of great importance. That is why the apostle says at the end of John’s epistle, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols”. A child may be an idol or a house or furniture or a business. If they come in to maintain any sort of supremacy in the heart and to displace what is due to God they become idols and we are admonished to keep ourselves from idols. We are to look to it that everything is regulated by the word of God, and what is not according to God is detected by His word. If a man is getting on in business there is a danger of business becoming an idol to him. If a man gets his family too much before him there is a danger of his family becoming an idol to him. Idols may be found in every direction, and they are detected by the word of God. It will detect in you all that is contrary to God and His will, and the point is so to [p. 30] give heed to it as that everything in us may be regulated according to God’s mind. I believe that to be a point of primary importance. “The word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow”. It makes a subtle distinction, “and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do”. The word of God would be ineffective in us except by the Spirit of God. He maintains the word in its power in us, and the word of God is the eye of God upon us, so that we walk here under His eye. I think we ought to be prepared for that, to be conscious as far as one can be, that we do not cherish anything which would contravene any obligation under which God has seen fit to place us. 

I pass on to speak of the other means. It says, “Seeing then, that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession”. It is evident that the object of priesthood is that we may hold fast our profession. The Spirit of God assumes that we may and will be exposed to one thing and another down here which will test us, and in spite of all, we are to hold fast our profession. I will give you an instance. Peter professed Christ, but under pressure he denied Christ, and yet in spite of his failure Peter was to hold fast his profession, and to that end the Lord prayed for him, and the intercession of the Lord on behalf of Peter was efficacious. Now, the same thing holds good in regard to us. It has been said that the object of priesthood is that we should not sin; I am speaking of sin in the extreme way, which is turning away from Christ; that is sin in Hebrews. The word of God would not make so much of sin in the detail of life. It is a wonderful thing that we are in Christ; we are represented in the presence of God; we have a great high priest that is passed through the heavens. Where do you think the [p. 31] high priest has gone to? He has gone in to represent His people in the presence of God, just as Aaron bore the names of the twelve tribes of Israel on his shoulders and his heart, so Christ has gone in to God to represent His people before God. We in England think it might be a great matter to be represented at Court. A hackneyed expression is, ‘A friend at Court’, but the christian is represented at Court, he has a Friend at Court, who has passed through the heavens, gone right in to God to represent His people there. We were speaking some time ago of the great gain of being married to Him that we might bring forth fruit unto God; if it be true that we are in Him by the Spirit, His Word is in us, and He is our High Priest. He has gone into heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God for us, and as I said before, you have a representative in the very highest place. Every christian has the right to claim Christ as his representative. But in the world I might have a representative at Court in some great person who would patronise me but had never entered into the circumstances, difficulties and trials to which I am exposed. That might very likely be; a man in comparatively humble position might have a friend at Court, but it is unlikely that friend could enter into the circumstances which surround the humble man in the world. Now in regard to Christ it says, “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin”. The fact is, that great as is our representative, and He could not be greater, because He is Jesus the Son of God, He has been in the very humble circumstances in which we are found here; hence He can sympathise with our infirmities having been exposed to the very trials to which we are. You will find the Lord when here continually suffering; it says, “Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses”. He healed people of every kind of sickness and infirmity, but He was Himself suffering all the time. We find the Lord weeping at the grave of Lazarus in [p. 32] seeing the power that death had over the spirit of man. He entered into the circumstances in which we are found, hence when you think of Christ at the right hand of God you think of One who is capable of sympathising with our infirmities. Infirmities are not exactly sins. If you have a sick relative, a sick mother, or a sick child, or a sick husband, you come into infirmity; you feel yourself weak. Then when people find themselves in adverse circumstances in the world infirmity comes out; and I might speak in regard to other things, for we are exposed in the world to tribulation; the Lord said, “In the world ye shall have tribulation”, but He who is now at the right hand of God is not exposed to these things, but He has passed through them, and gained experience of the circumstances in which we are, and hence we have a high priest at the right hand of God who can sympathise with our infirmities. 

A strong word is used in regard of the Lord, He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin”. I have thought that every miracle the Lord did was a trial to Him. If you had power to work a miracle it would not be a trial to you. When He put His hand on the leper and healed him, it was a trial to Him, because He felt what the leper was under; so too when He raised the dead. He had power to do it, but He felt what it was for man to be under the pressure of death. So too He entered into the humble circumstances in which we are found that He might be able to sympathise with us, while we are still exposed to trial. So that he can sympathise with our infirmities. Now, at the right hand of God, in spite of the greatness of His position and of Himself, His heart can be sympathetic with His people down here. If I am a husband, my heart is sympathetic with my wife. Every true husband is. We are said to be married to another, to Him that is raised from the dead, so the heart of Christ is sympathetic with those who are in Him, and that is an immense point. The practical bearing of it comes out in the admonition that follows, “Let us therefore come [p. 33] boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need”. This means that there is some point in the universe where grace is on the throne. I think one’s own heart has to find where that is. Grace is in the ascendant, it is on the throne. We find in the Old Testament the thought of the throne of iniquity. That is, there will be a point in the world where iniquity will be on the throne; but there is a point in the universe where grace is on the throne. As the apostle says in Romans 5, “that as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign”, and grace is reigning. Now we need not to search about for it, but to have the truth in the heart; when that is the case you have not much difficulty in finding the throne of grace. It is largely connected with the position of Christ at the right hand of God, interceding there for us. The throne of grace subsists and I come boldly to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. That is the proof of the sympathy and intercession of Christ at the right hand of God. You do not get turned away from the throne of grace. You do not get your petitions rejected. Your petition may not be answered at the moment and in the way you expect, and the reason is that God is wiser than we are; but in coming to the throne of grace you are not rejected but obtain mercy, that is consideration of your weakness and of the circumstances in which you are, and find “grace to help in time of need”. 

May God give us to know the value of the two things; the word of God, which is the practical link with Christ, and the intercession of Christ, which is the proof and evidence of the love which He has to us, so that we hold fast our profession. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 4:11-16 (JND) [11] Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word. [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do. [14] Having therefore a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast the confession. [15] For we have not a high priest not able to sympathise with our infirmities, but tempted in all things in like manner, sin apart. [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

1 John 2:1-5 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. [4] He that says, I know him, and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; [5] but whoever keeps his word, in him verily the love of God is perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him.

Numbers 16:48 (JND) [48] And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.

Numbers 17:1-13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of them a staff, a staff for each father's house, of all their princes according to the houses of their fathers, twelve staves: thou shalt write each one's name upon his staff. [3] And Aaron's name shalt thou write upon the staff of Levi; for one staff shall be for [each] head of their fathers' houses. [4] And thou shalt lay them up in the tent of meeting before the testimony, where I meet with you. [5] And it shall come to pass, that the man whom I shall choose, his staff shall bud forth; and I will make to cease from before me the murmurings of the children of Israel, that they murmur against you. [6] And Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and all their princes gave him a staff, one staff for each prince according to their fathers' houses, twelve staves, and the staff of Aaron was among their staves. [7] And Moses laid the staves before Jehovah in the tent of the testimony. [8] And it came to pass, when on the morrow Moses went into the tent of the testimony, behold, the staff of Aaron for the house of Levi had budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and ripened almonds. [9] And Moses brought out all the staves from before Jehovah to all the children of Israel, and they looked and took each one his staff. [10] And Jehovah said to Moses, Bring Aaron's staff again before the testimony, to be kept as a token for the sons of rebellion, that thou mayest put an end to their murmurings before me, that they may not die. [11] And Moses did so: as Jehovah had commanded him, so did he. [12] And the children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, Lo, we expire, we perish, we all perish. …

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

Hebrews 4:11-13 (JND) [11] Let us therefore use diligence to enter into that rest, that no one may fall after the same example of not hearkening to the word. [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart. [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …



READING ON HEBREWS

READING ON HEBREWS

Hebrews 10: 1 - 18

FER The thought in my mind is that there is one and the same way in which we enter into every blessing. There are many things presented to us in Scripture as blessings, for instance, forgiveness, salvation, reconciliation, eternal life, sonship, but we enter into them all in the same way. There are three steps marked out in this chapter; if you want to enter into any blessing the first thing is to find that it is in the mind of God; and the second is to see where it is established; the third is the witness of it. This must be invariably true. No blessing could reach us except it be in God’s mind; there must be a point where it is established, else it would be unreal, unsubstantial; and in the existing state of things we must have the witness of it, for you enter into the blessing and possess it practically by the witness. These three are quite intelligible principles. They appear in the early part of this chapter where we get the will of God, the work of Christ, and not only His work, but Himself sitting at the right hand of God; and the witness of the Spirit. I mention that to give you an idea of what was in my mind. If we claim to have a blessing, say sonship or eternal life, or anything else, we should be able to give an account of it. Where does it lie? How does it come to us? Where is it established? and how do we get the good of it? These are pertinent questions to raise in regard to anything. 

JP It is not only then that we need to be intelligent about these things, but in the way you put it really you could not have them without intelligence. 

FER No. The first thing in regard to anything and everything is to know that it lies in God’s will because it would be fruitless to talk about any blessing if we did not know that it lay in the mind of God. 

[p. 35] JP And you think that is the thought of the expression, “The will of God”. It means all that lies in the mind of God for man. 

FER That is it. We could have no title if we did not know that it lay in God’s mind for man. 

WM And did Christ come to establish what was in God’s mind for man? 

FER Exactly, that is the second great point. That there might be a point in which it is established; and being established we now get the witness of it, so that we can come into every blessing by the witness of the Spirit. 

JSA It is quite certain that “every good gift ... is from above”, as James says. 

FER Yes, “from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning”. 

WM Do you look upon it that no blessing can be possessed apart from the Spirit? 

FER I think I would go as far as that. Test anything of which we are accustomed to speak and you will find what we have said will apply. Take the simplest possible truth, righteousness. The first principle in regard to forgiveness is that it lies in God’s mind. There it is that faith comes in, because faith apprehends what lies in the mind of God. You may take up any blessing, say reconciliation or eternal life, the first thing is the apprehension that that blessing lies in the mind of God. 

JP So that it was a wonderful prayer on the part of the apostle, that the saints might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will. 

FER Quite so, in all wisdom. In christianity we do not get material blessings, all are spiritual; and if they are such the point is that they lie in the mind of God, and we cannot say that we have them until we have the witness of them. The object of the gospel is to make known to man what is in the mind of God toward man; to open men’s eyes, that is, to undeceive people, “that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of [p. 36] Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”. That was the commission which the Lord gave to Saul. It was making known that forgiveness of sins and inheritance were in the mind of God towards man, that is what the preacher does. He himself has an entrance into the mind of God and he can proclaim to anybody and everybody what is there. 

WM What a man believes is true for everybody. 

FER Quite so. 

JP When you speak of what lies in the mind of God for man, you are not speaking of any particular class of people, it is man as such. 

FER For man in the widest sense. 

JP Supposing I mention reconciliation to you, what would you produce in the Scriptures? 

FER Very well, reconciliation is in God’s mind for man. The apostle went about beseeching men to be reconciled to God, preaching the word of reconciliation; because reconciliation lay in the mind of God the apostle could preach it. I take a stronger case, viz., sonship; it was the point of the apostle’s preaching to the gentiles. God revealed His Son in him that he might preach Him as glad tidings among the gentiles. What the apostle made known to the gentiles was that sonship was in the mind of God with regard to men. 

JP If he preached the Son of God, that involves sonship, does it not? 

FER Yes. “When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons (sonship)”. That is what the apostle had proclaimed in Galatia, that is, to gentiles. Take salvation, “God ... will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth”. Salvation is in the mind of God toward man everywhere. 

WM Suppose you take eternal life. 

FER Yes. “For God so loved the world, that he [p. 37] gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”. 

JP That is big enough. 

FER Exactly. You could not produce anything, but the first principle of it is that it lies in God’s mind for all men. 

GWH And is the second point, that it is all established in Christ? 

FER That is of vital moment, all would be indefinite if there were not some point at which all these blessings were established. In Old Testament times now and again God gave glimpses of what lay in His mind, not very clear, for there was no point at which anything was established; that was what marked Old Testament times. 

JP It makes a very wonderful thing of incarnation. 

FER Very. Now we come to the will of God, and there is a point at which every blessing in God’s mind is established. 

JSA And that point is necessarily a man if it is to be available for man. 

FER Quite so. 

WM Do you mean that every blessing in the mind of God is for all men? 

FER Quite so. “God will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth”. 

JP And the point of disclosure is the point of establishment. It is all come out in Christ and it is all established in Christ. It is really very wonderful to me because it is brought within the range of our apprehension. 

FER All is definite and substantial. That is the force of the expression, “I come to do thy will, O God”. It is virtually saying, I am coming to be the point where everything in the will of God is to be established, and the close of the passage is, that He is at the right hand of God, “From henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his footstool”. 

GWH This was all secured in [p. 38] His death, I suppose. 

FER Everything had to be secured through His death, but the point is that it is secured in Himself; that is, He is the point where everything is established and secured. 

JSA It was really all there in Him before His death, but His death was necessary to make it available for us. 

FER Exactly. 

WM Therefore you speak of all blessings as being in Christ. 

FER Every blessing must be in God’s mind, else you have no title, but then it is in God’s mind for any man; the christian has no more title in that sense than anybody else. I do not think people quite understand that. Christians think they have a kind of exclusive title. There is a good deal of Calvinism abroad. I do not accept it. I do not think the christian has any more title than any other man. 

LTD Would you say it was accessible for all men? 

FER For all men, because God has only one mind in regard of men. 

LTD And would you say it was consequent on Christ having done the will of God? 

FER Yes, but also on Christ having become man; He is the head of every man, and whatever is secured and established in Christ is available and accessible to every man. 

GWH The difference being that the christian has availed himself of it and the man of the world has not. 

JSA He was not a christian until he had availed himself of it, until then he was on the same ground as everybody else. 

WM He only apprehended what was in the mind of God for every man. 

JP If that were not so you would be mightily cramped in trying to preach the gospel. 

FER To my mind it is a wonderful thing that the mind of God in regard to man is disclosed, and as Mr. P. was saying it is made known at the very point where it is [p. 39] established, and established at the very point where it is made known. 

JP The grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared. 

WM What do you mean by saying it is established at the very point where it was made known? 

FER That is, in Christ. 

WM It is all established by redemption. 

FER Through that, it is a very great point to remember that all these things are established in Christ, “through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”. 

JSA I think it is important to see that it is established before it is available. 

FER Yes; for instance, you could not get such a thing as sonship simply through redemption. You might get forgiveness, but not sonship. You could not understand it. 

JP Because redemption has to say to the liabilities under which men were, but sonship lies outside of that. 

FER Exactly, so too salvation. Salvation must be in a Man. I cannot understand it otherwise. I could not understand sonship apart from Christ. How do you know anything at all about sonship to God except in Christ? So too eternal life, how can you understand it except in Christ? Everything would be vague and indefinite if it were not established in Christ. “I come to do thy will, O God”. “He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second”. The point is the will of God. 

JP No wonder we have been in a fog. We have tried to see it in ourselves or in feelings or experiences. 

FER Or resting on the letter; I do not believe that has helped people. 

JP Trying to see it in passages of Scripture instead of seeing it in Christ, as you said, in a Man, that one Man. 

FER Whether we had Scripture or not the mind of God would be there. The gospel was preached before they had the [p. 40] Scriptures. 

JP I can certainly see a great deal of difference between what is in Scripture and the person of Christ. 

FER Exactly. God did not make anything known inconsistent with the Old Testament Scriptures, but what we stand upon is the New Testament Scriptures, and Christ was preached before the New Testament Scriptures were written. 

JP The word of God grew and multiplied before there was a line of the New Testament written. 

FER Exactly. The importance is that people should connect the blessing which they have received with God’s mind; there is a living God, and certain things in His mind in regard to man, and these things are made known, and not only made known, but one and all established in a Man. 

WM The taking of that in is called faith. 

FER Yes, so the Lord Jesus said, “ye believe in God, believe also in me”. That is the point now. Old Testament saints believed in God, but now it is, “believe also in me”. 

JP I suppose it was the point in the apostles’ preaching in Antioch of Pisidia, “Through this man”. 

FER “Is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins”, because it is in Him. “In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins”. It belongs to Him and to the universe of which He is head. It does not belong to this world. 

W.M. What does not? 

FER Forgiveness of sins, righteousness. The Spirit of God convicts this world concerning righteousness. You do not expect to find it in the world; the point is you will find it in Christ, but for the moment He is with the Father, but it belongs to the world of which Christ is the beginning and the head. Man is no better off in this world for having forgiveness; he often comes into trouble in this world. It does not make a man prosperous in this world, but he has that blessing “in Christ”, in connection with another world of which Christ is the beginning and [p. 41] centre. Israel will be brought into that world, and it is in that way they will have forgiveness of sins; they will never have it in this world. 

JP So that “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable”. 

LDT You made a remark yesterday morning about there only being one Man under the eye of God, and the great thing was to be in relation to that one Man. Now would you please say how we come into relation with that one Man. 

FER I think the first thing is to apprehend what is in the mind of God, for whatever is in the mind of God is established in that one Man. We get into the blessings by being brought into attachment to that one Man. Then you get what is spoken of here, the witness of the Spirit. What marks the believer off from the rest of the world is that he has two things, faith and the Spirit. 

WM So the Spirit is the bond that puts him in relation to Christ. 

FER “He that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit”. 

WM You do not mean attachment in the sense of affection. 

FER No, a woman married is brought into attachment to a man. 

JP That is, you use the word in its proper sense. 

FER Not in a conventional sense. 

JSA You get the idea distinctly conveyed in 2 Corinthians 1, “Now he which stablisheth (firmly attaches) us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God”. 

WM So it is necessary before we do one bit of practical righteousness ourselves to be set in relation to Christ by the Spirit. 

FER John says that distinctly, “he that doeth righteousness is righteous”, but how are you righteous? by being brought into attachment to Christ. That man alone is righteous who is in relation to Christ. Every other man [p. 42] is lawless. 

JP He might be religious but lawless all the same. 

WM So the earth is righteous in regard to the sun. 

FER Exactly. It does not move of its own will; it moves in its appointed orbit in relation to the sun; that is the effect of attachment; and the same thing is true in regard to Christ. We are attached to Christ by the Spirit, and instead of being lawless we move in the orbit of God’s will. 

JSA As the apostle expresses it, “legitimately subject to Christ”. 

WM But there is nothing really possessed outside of that bond. 

FER Nothing. It is wonderful that every blessing first lies in the mind of God and is of His pleasure. It is not that God is against man and Christ for man, which used to be a common thought; but every blessing which man can possess is really of God’s pleasure, “I come to do thy will, O God”. Then comes another point, that is, that the point of faith for us is Christ, and there it is that every blessing is established, so that you know what the character of the blessing is. 

GWH And when were those blessings available; when Christ ascended on high? 

FER Yes, “When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men”. He sent the promise of the Father that we might have a witness of every blessing. The Spirit bears witness to us of every blessing. 

GWH And in Acts 2, the Spirit brought report of divine favour toward man, not simply toward the little company there. 

FER No; one result of it all is that you have to look outside yourself to learn anything. You learn everything in Christ. How do you know what a son of God is? No one knows except as it is apprehended in Christ. He is the Son of God. So too in regard to eternal life; Christ is eternal life. You must apprehend Christ if you would apprehend eternal life. So too reconciliation is in Christ. 

[p. 43] You cannot understand divine complacency in man except in Christ. So with salvation, you cannot understand it except in Christ. Every one of us is naturally in bondage to things here. Who is out of it all? Christ. In Him there is salvation and nowhere else. 

GWH So the fact that Christ as man is in the presence of God is proof that God is toward man. 

FER Exactly, but then the proof that God is toward man is in Christ saying, “I come to do thy will, O God”. 

WM That proves what you were saying this morning, that God is in mind the same as Christ; there is no divergence. 

FER Yes, He came to do God’s will. Christ came out to make known the mind of God and to be the point where everything should be established. Therefore when Christ is displayed in glory everything will be displayed; in the meantime all is established in Christ, and the Holy Spirit is the witness of it. We thus get witness of every blessing, and by the Spirit are conformed to Christ. It is in that way that we come into the enjoyment of blessings. 

JP It gives a good deal of meaning to the gospel of the glory of Christ. 

FER Exactly, “we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord”. 

JSA So that there is One in us to give effect to the mind of God for us. 

FER To give effect to the mind of God which is set forth and established in Christ, so that Christ is the object of faith. “Ye believe in God, believe also in me”. 

JP So that we might say that Christ in glory is the proof that all that ever will be in the mind of God for man is established for man in a Man. 

FER It is a tremendous advance on all that went before. The point is Christ is the testimony. The apostle preached Christ as glad tidings. 

WM So that God’s world-wide testimony is Christ. 

FER Yes, the apostle Paul was taken up to that end. The twelve limited their ministry to the Jews, but Paul was taken up with a world-wide mission corresponding very much to the sun in heaven. It is a universal witness. “There is nothing hid from the heat thereof”. And the apostle was called to present Christ in that way, “in the whole creation which is under heaven”. “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus”. He preached Christ; so Philip went down to Samaria and preached Christ unto them. 

WM When you come to the Spirit you come to something more limited. 

FER Yes, because the Spirit is evidently only given to those that believe. God could not give the Spirit to a man who is perfectly indifferent to His mind. When a man accepts what is in the mind of God, that is, in faith, then it is the Spirit is given; but the point in the giving of the Spirit is to attach us to Christ. 

WM Like the law of attraction, which keeps the earth in its place, that it may get the benefit of the sun. 

FER Yes, the Spirit is given to bring a man into attachment to the centre of the whole divine system. 

JP Only in that way could you understand that passage, “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God”. Because they are given to us in Christ. 

FER If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His. That is a point of vital moment. The Spirit is not given to us simply that we may understand things, but that we may be brought into attachment, and by being brought to attachment it is that we understand everything. I do not think a wife understands a man’s interests until she is married to him. When she is married then his interests are her interests, not until then. 

[p. 45] JP The secret of understanding is really attachment. I am sure of that. 

FER It is in the fact of being attached to Christ that we enter into all that is of Christ. I think it is wonderful to see not only that there are great blessings in the mind of God for man, but that there is a perfect setting forth of them in Christ, be they what they may. 

JP There is not another thing to be disclosed. 

FER Who is the one man free from death? I am not free from death literally. You can only understand this in Christ. How can you understand reconciliation? Only in Christ, because only in Christ there is complacency. 

JP Who could be caught up into the third heaven but a man in Christ? 

FER Exactly. You may depend upon it, preaching the gospel may be limited to a word of six letters and that word, “Christ”. Christ is the gospel. There is another point to my mind, and that is that Christ is the preacher. It is not you or I that is the preacher; Christ is the preacher and the gospel. 

JSA And as you said in reference to ministry, if He is to minister there is nothing He can minister but Himself. 

FER I think so. 

LPT And having Him you have everything. 

FER Exactly. You can understand nothing except in Christ. You could not understand any term in Scripture except as in Christ. The dictionary will not help you. Human words can never explain divine things. If you take the dictionary meaning of any expression like reconciliation, you will not get any idea of the thing. There is not a blessing spoken of as being in the mind of God for man that you can appreciate except in Christ, and therefore the importance for us to learn by the witness all that is set forth in Christ and thus become more and more like Christ. 

WM So that Christ is the result of the preaching, too. 

FER [p. 46] Yes. 

JP So the ultimatum of the whole thing will be we shall all be like Christ. 

FER That is the truth of it. 

JSA That He may be all in all. 

PAES And would you say the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple? 

FER You will get many a proof of that. Mary of Bethany is an instance. She was made wise by the testimony of the Lord. 

PAES That was Christ, was it not? 

FER That was Christ. But the fact is, Christ is everything. Take any of the expressions in Psalm 19. They are realised in Christ. To begin with, Christ is the true sun in the heavens. It says, “In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun”. Then in the latter part of the Psalm it says, “the law of the Lord”. What is the law of the Lord to us? Christ. The apostle said to the Galatians, “Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ”. Christ is law to us. “The testimony of the Lord is sure”. What is the testimony of the Lord? Christ. “The commandment of the Lord is pure”. What is the commandment of the Lord? Christ. “The statutes of the Lord are right”. What are the statutes of the Lord to us? Christ. And so on. 

WM Christ is everything and in all. 

FER And no one can understand anything which is in the mind of God except as it is apprehended in Christ. 

JP It seems to me very interesting to notice in the chapter we have read that the first thing which Christ has come out to do is the will of God, and if you go on, it is evident He has accomplished it. It goes on to say by the which will we are sanctified by the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once. 

FER Exactly. Christ is sanctification to us. You cannot understand it except in Christ. If it were not so you would get the flesh sanctified. God does not sanctify that. Christ is sanctification to us, as He is redemption to us. God will not allow us to [p. 47] glory in ourselves. 

WM So that our sanctification is spiritual. 

FER Yes. 

JSA And if it is a question of entering into sonship it says, “God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts”. There is no other way in which you can enter into it. 

FER You get everything by the witness of the Spirit; the Spirit shows how everything is bound up in Christ, and as we apprehend that, we become more like Christ, because you cannot have Christ before you without becoming more like Him. The reason people do not become like Christ is because they have something else before them. The Spirit would fix our affection on Christ and show how the will of God is set on Christ. 

WM Do you think the Spirit sometimes has to depart from that and do what is not His normal work? 

FER Yes, He has to rebuke us and set Himself against the flesh very often. 

LTD In Ephesians 1: 14, it speaks of the Spirit as the “earnest of our inheritance”. What is the inheritance? 

FER I think it is all that Christ inherits as Man. It only proves what I have been dwelling upon. You cannot understand inheritance except in Christ. We have obtained an inheritance in Him, and it is in Him we understand what the inheritance is, and then it goes on to say in whom He has sealed us “until the redemption of the purchased possession”. 

JP So we are spoken of as heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. 

FER Abraham was in a way the heir of the world, but Christ is the true heir of all things. All things are put under His feet. 

WM I think you were remarking that is the foundation of the Lord’s prayer, “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”, because “all things are delivered unto me of my Father”. 

FER Exactly. 

GWH And all things are headed up in Christ. 

FER Yes. “All things that the Father hath are mine:” the Lord said, “therefore said I, that he shall take of mine, and shall shew it unto you”. He is referring to the Spirit. 

GWH When it says in Ephesians 1, “Who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”, does it mean that they are in Christ and apart from the present course of things, not of this world? 

FER Yes, and they belong to heaven. I suppose there are certain blessings which belong to heaven. 

GWH You were saying at the beginning that these blessings were not a part of this world. 

FER They come into view when this world has failed, when man has become sinful and lawless. You get glimpses of good things in the Old Testament, but they do not come out clearly because there was no point at which they were established; but when there was such a point then they come clearly into view. 

WM So once in the end of the world Christ appeared. 

FER Yes. You get all almost in a moment, the revelation of the blessings, their establishment and the witness. It did not take long to bring to pass. So God will set forth a world in a day. He prepares everything beforehand and all will be displayed in a day. 

JP The figures show that. Take the Sun of righteousness rising with healing in His wings. It does not take the sun long to rise. You wake up in the morning when it is dark and in a few moments it is quite light. 

FER People may glory in this world, but it is Babylon in the eye of God, and God will smash up Babylon, so that there will not be a shred remaining. “The haughtiness of men shall be brought low; and Jehovah alone shall be exalted in that day”. The silver and gold will not deliver in the day of Jehovah’s wrath. He will utterly abolish the idols. 

PAES Do you say He is preparing for that now? In what sense? 

FER In a sense all is prepared. You have the spirits [p. 49] of just men made perfect, and the church is there. Israel will be born in a day, and the nations brought into subjugation. Everything will be effected in a day. 

PAES Then I understand that verse, “whatsoever God doeth it, shall be for ever”, is in view of the world to come? 

FER I think so. 

JSA And He has taken our souls in charge and that is for ever. So that we might begin now to enter more into what He has for us in Christ, for our blessings will all come out in that world. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:1-18 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. [4] For blood of bulls and goats [is] incapable of taking away sins. [5] Wherefore coming into the world he says, Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body. [6] Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin. [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will. [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law); [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second; [10] by which will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. [11] And every priest stands daily ministering, and offering often the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. [12] But *he*, having offered one sacrifice for sins, sat down in perpetuity at [the] right hand of God, …

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …



READING ON FIRST TIMOTHY

[p. 50] READING ON FIRST TIMOTHY

1 Timothy 2: 1 - 15; 1 Timothy 3: 1 - 16

FER If a man is to know how to act in difficult times he must be imbued with what is right. The ability to judge of things that are wrong is the knowledge of what is right. If you do not know what is right you have not a standard. Therefore we want the first of these epistles before we can take up the second. 

JMD Do we find things in their perfect order in the first epistle? 

FER I think you get the idea of the house of God in order. 

JP I suppose the knowledge of what is right would have to begin with the attitude in which God presents Himself to all men. 

FER I think so. The epistles are addressed to an individual, and therefore are not doctrinal. They do not unfold the work or counsels of God. The subject of them is God’s testimony, and the place, and the vessel of it; it is that which gives importance to the house of God; the house of God is the pillar and ground of the truth. It is the depository of the testimony. In time past the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat were connected with God’s house, so now the house of God is the depository of the gospel; and the gospel is God’s testimony to man. 

JP So that in order to know how we ought to behave ourselves in the house of God we have to be intelligent as to the testimony of God. 

FER I think so. In the first chapter you get the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God which is the standard of everything; and then in chapter two the saints are, so to speak, affected by it, in communion with it; then in chapter three, we have the order of God’s house, and in the remaining part of the epistle the [p. 51] principle of piety as an antidote to evil principles that were coming in, that is, asceticism, a sort of human sanctity, and the influence of money, or worldly advantage. All these are come in, and have captured the church. The apostle saw the germs then, and brings to light the antidote to them. 

JP So that in that way the first epistle to Timothy is of immense value to us because it furnishes us with a standard. 

FER And at the same time with an antidote to principles that are sure to come in, for it is true that history repeats itself. What came in at the beginning is likely enough to come in now. 

JP In fact, as you have said, not only likely but they have come in. 

FER I think the first great thought in God’s house is that God has been pleased to place Himself near to men in blessing. God has established Himself near to man in that way. 

FL Is that always the idea connected with God dwelling among His people? 

FER He dwells in His people for the good of man. 

JP Because the house of God has that place, the point of contact between God and man. 

FER Exactly. 

JP Hence the Lord said, “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations”. So in the second chapter we are to pray God on behalf of all men according to the manner in which God has placed Himself in contact with all men for blessing. 

FER That is the character of the present moment. 

WM That makes it very important that we should learn how to behave ourselves in the house of God. 

FER You do not want to falsify the moment or the spirit and character in which God has brought Himself close to man. The first chapter opens with the glad tidings of the blessed God with which Paul was entrusted. Many people read such expressions and do not know very [p. 52] much what they mean. Expressions have no particular significance in their minds. I wonder what people think of this expression. 

JT I was going to ask you yesterday what it meant. 

FER I think the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God is the moral effulgence of God; that is that God has shone out; He has shone out in testimony. 

JT Has it not reference to the place the Lord has now? 

FER I would connect it more with the death of Christ. 

WM You mean God was effulgent in Christ’s death. 

FER “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him”. You get the effulgence in the death of Christ. 

JP I remember in one of the meetings we have had you distinguished between the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ and the glory of Christ. I think if you would kindly state the distinction it might be helpful at this moment. 

FER The glory of Christ is, I judge, His position as last Adam, so that God is glorified in Him. But the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ is the shining out of God in Christ. You get two things in Christ: one is the shining out in Him of God, and the other the position of Christ Himself as last Adam, a life-giving spirit, who communicates the Spirit to man. You have to put the two things together. 

JT You get the expression, the glad tidings of the glory of Christ also. 

FER The glory of Christ is His place as last Adam. 

JP I remember you illustrated it, the glory of any king is the position he occupies as king, and so the glory of Christ is the position in which He is now placed. 

FER I think so, for it immediately adds, “who is the image of God”. It is His place in relation to man, in contrast to this world. “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest [p. 53] the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them”. 

EW In what way is that glad tidings? 

FER It is truly glad tidings that there is One who has established righteousness on man’s behalf and so can communicate the Spirit to man. He is a life-giving spirit in virtue of accomplished righteousness. I think that is pretty good glad tidings. 

WM That is, in Him as last Adam, so that He is the Head in that way. 

FER Yes, the last Adam is a life-giving spirit, and that is the truth of the gospel at the present time. “Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely”. The water of life is available to every man. That is the effect of Christ being the last Adam. But then there is another thing connected with Christ, and that is, He is the effulgence of God. That is what I understand by the glory of God. 

GR I think in one of the meetings you said, every attribute of God was manifest in Christ. 

FER That is what we see in the cross. Everything shines out in the death of Christ. 

FC So that the expression, the glory of Christ, would be what He is officially more than personally. 

FER His place as last Adam. Everything comes out in the death of Christ. The glory of God is His effulgence. Nothing can add to the glory of God. What could add glory to God? ‘Glory all belongs to God’. And the glory of God must be the effulgence of God. In a certain sense glory could be given to Christ, because Christ had come into manhood and humiliation, but glory cannot be added to God. 

JT Has not the accomplishment of His counsels come in? 

FER But that is only shining out. It adds nothing to God. It is all of Himself. Of Him and to Him are all things. 

JT But where does that principle come in the death of Christ in relation to the purposes of God? 

FER Christ’s death is the shining out of God morally, and the counsels are the shining out of His wisdom. The moral effulgence of God is in the death of Christ. His wisdom comes out in His counsels. I think any thoughtful person would allow it is impossible that glory can be added to God, because all glory must be of God. 

WM Christ came into the place of humiliation where He could be glorified. 

FER It is as man that He is glorified. “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him”. 

WM The house of God is not looked at here in the higher way of being the sanctuary, it is more external. 

FER It is in connection with God’s testimony. What you get in the first chapter is the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God entrusted to the apostle, and in the second chapter the saints are in sympathy with the apostle, the church is the depository of the gospel. The gospel was not given in the first instance to the church, it was entrusted to the apostle, but the apostle makes the house the depository of the gospel. We get that in 1 Corinthians 15. He makes known to the assembly the gospel which he preached and the church becomes the depository of it. That is the ground of the exhortation in the second chapter. 

WM It is the pillar and base of the truth. 

FER The pretension of Rome is that the truth was committed to the church, but the truth was committed to the apostle, and the apostle put it in the church. 

JSA And that is why those who form the house of God should have an adequate sense in their souls of what the testimony of God is. 

FER We sometimes find evangelists disposed to think that the gospel is a kind of specialty to them. It is an assumption that ought to be resisted in every way. The gospel belongs to the church. 

JT And the saints are characteristically evangelical. 

FER [p. 55] The gospel is of universal interest and anyone not interested in the gospel is very low down. 

JP The principle of any knot of men setting up to have any special interest in the gospel is the principle that is in full bloom in Rome. 

FER I think so. The gospel is the common interest of saints. That comes out clearly in the next chapter; hence the apostle is expecting the men and the women to be concerned in the testimony. He exhorts that prayer and supplication be made not on the part of a select few, but on the part of the saints generally; men and women. 

JP And the men are to pray everywhere. You do not have to take a journey somewhere to pray. 

FER And the women have a part in it. They are supposed to be interested in the glad tidings with which Paul had been entrusted. 

JT Timothy was evidently at Ephesus and the apostle had communicated to them the whole counsel of God. It was all there. 

FER Quite so. 

Ques And in what place do the special gifts of the body come in as mentioned in Ephesians? 

FER The light is in the church and the gifts set the light in vibration. 

GWH So an evangelist is one that bears a message to others. 

FER Quite so. He is to set the light in vibration so that it will reach men. That is the idea connected with a gift. 

JT He does not assume to have it all to himself. 

FER Nor will he bind himself with other evangelists. There is a disposition to this, and I believe the idea that the gospel or anything else is a special bond of interest is highly objectionable. There is no special interest among us. 

JP It would be practically impossible to have anything put in a wider way than the Spirit of God puts [p. 56] it in the opening part of the second chapter of Timothy and in that the whole house of God is involved. 

FER It is based on the essential truth that God dwells here and has brought Himself near to man in blessing; everybody ought to be affected by that. We may not all be able to preach, but we ought to be sensible of the fact that God has brought Himself close to man in blessing. 

JP And if we were all in the communion of it what little gift is amongst us would be a great deal more effectual. 

FER I think it would. But the effort of all would be to bring home to men the thought that God has brought Himself close to man in blessing in virtue of redemption. 

GR You get the word in Revelation, “let him that heareth say, Come”, so that everyone is an evangelist in that way. 

WM But in the house of God all is matter of fellowship; there are no special interests. 

JT I am thankful that you have spoken as you have, because we are facing a real difficulty. 

FER I think so. If you take up the subject of the gospel and how the truth of the gospel may remain with us, that is a common interest. I could not recognise that as being peculiarly the interest of preachers; it is the interest of everybody. 

Ques Is it proper for us to attempt to discern those that are teachers or evangelists or pastors among us? 

FER I think they are readily discerned. Any gift proves itself. 

Rem What you object to is the classification of gifts and the combination of those so classified into bodies. 

FER If a man has a gift let him go and prove his own gift. Not confer with other preachers or other evangelists. Let him prove his own gift. Paul did not trouble himself about Peter or Peter about Paul. They worked in fellowship and unity, but each one to the Lord. 

JT The grace that [p. 57] was effectual in Peter to the circumcision was also effectual in Paul to the uncircumcision. 

WM But when Peter appeared to compromise the testimony he was taken to task for it. 

FER Yes, Paul reproves him. 

WM Then Paul had to go to Jerusalem to explain his position as to the gentiles. 

FER All service involves individual responsibility. To bind servants together in a special class of service is wrong and should be resisted. 

JSA And although Paul did rebuke Peter, yet Peter speaks very highly of Paul, “our beloved brother Paul”. 

FER Such grace of the Spirit was among them. They accepted reproof. Now things are different, and rather than give up reputation a man will divide brethren over matters that most can have nothing at all to say to. 

JP I think of the illustration in the Lord’s answer to Peter in John 21. The Lord said to Peter, “what is that to thee? follow thou me”, and there is another where Paul wanted Apollos to go to Corinth, and he was not minded to go at all. 

FER It has been said that there was an expression of grace on the part of Apollos. He would not interfere with the effect on Paul’s epistle. 

JT Apollos would represent the independent action of the Spirit. He had come from Alexandria. 

FER I think so, and the apostle accepted it. He did not interfere with Apollos, on the contrary he seeks an opening for Apollos, that no hindrance might be thrown in his way. 

GR Would you say a meeting like this is just as much the work of the gospel as the meeting we had last night — preaching? 

FER Of course there is the preaching. 

GR Well, we have no other interest but the work of the gospel. 

FER The gospel is the common interest of the house [p. 58] of God, and it is taken up in that way in this second chapter. You pray for kings and all in authority. God has come near to man in blessing, and the mind of God toward all men is that they should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. The point in the preaching is to bring that to the attention of men, to bring before men what is really existing. 

JT You connect that with the house of God, I understand. 

FER Yes. 

WM Do you think the form in which this command is put indicates that all nationality has disappeared? 

FER It is in view of God’s testimony. God’s testimony has no regard for nationality. You will find that in the gift of tongues, every man was met in his own tongue. The difficulty of nationality was overcome in the power of the Spirit; God addressed every man in his own tongue. 

WM So that christians are not called upon to pray specially for the particular king in the country where they live. 

FER That is not the point. God “will have all men to be saved”; so the apostle charges that prayer should “be made for all men; for kings, and for all that are in authority”. He does not say for kings and all that are in authority, and for all men, but “for all men; for kings and for all that are in authority”. 

GWH What we get in Acts is an indication of God’s disposition toward all men. 

FER I think so. 

JT Everybody was to hear. 

FER Quite so. 

GR I was looking at a verse in Acts 26, Paul’s commission, where it says, “Taking thee out from among the people, and the nations”. He did not go as a Jew or gentile, but was taken out from both. 

FER Then it says, “to whom I send thee”. 

JSA But the idea of the house of God involves the setting aside of distinction, “In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit”. 

FER Quite so. 

WM Why do you make the point that “all men” are spoken of before “kings”? 

FER Evidently the thought in the mind of the apostle was “all men”. All men are to come into our account because they are in the account of God. 

JP And “kings and ... all that are in authority” have more to do with the ordered state of things down here, so it is connected with “that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty”. 

FER Yes. But the principle is that all men have come into the view of God. God will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. It is the gracious principle pervading the saints that has all men in view. There is nothing antagonistic in the mind toward any kind of man, black or white. God’s mind is favourable to all men. That is a great thing to take account of. 

JP The beginning of this chapter is morally very beautiful, because of the response in the saints down here to the disposition and attitude that God has taken up toward all men. It shows the saints in moral accord with God. 

FER That is exactly it. The first chapter is the glad tidings of the glory of the blessed God. The second chapter, that the saints are in accord with it. 

JSA And the final outcome is that the tabernacle of God will be with men. 

JT It was a wonderful thing that it should be brought to pass here. 

FER In such a world as this, where things are morally unchanged. It is an expression of great wisdom on the part of God. 

Rem Do not we see in the beginning of Acts, so to speak, a total reversal of God’s attitude from that at Babel? There He came down to see the building of men [p. 60] and confounded their language and dispersed them, and now his attitude in Acts 2 is the reversal of that. 

FER Yes. 

GWH You get God’s thought of dwelling with men from the beginning. 

FER But that points on to what is future. God looks on to a moment when He can be complacent in everything. When everything will be according to His mind, and God will be all in all. 

GWH That looks on to the eternal state. 

FER It looks on to what is beyond time and dispensation. The tabernacle of God will be with men, and God will be their God and they will be His people; the former things will have passed away. I think the present moment is a moment of the deepest interest. From the way in which things have been presented, the truth has not been apprehended, for there is no truth that has been so slowly recovered as that of the house of God. That comes within my recollection. Thirty or forty years ago the thought of the house of God was hardly apprehended at all. I could almost number on my fingers the brothers at that time who had any real sense of the house of God. It is a curious thing in the recovery of things that the truth of the body was got hold of much earlier than that of the house; the house of God was very poorly understood when I came into fellowship. 

WM It is remarkable, because the house of God was the first idea in the Acts. 

FER It was the last to be recovered. 

Ques Have you any reason to give for that? 

FER I only know the fact. 

JT We have a very poor sense in preaching of being here in accord with God. 

FER Yes. I think the great truth is that God is here, and has brought Himself close to man, not in judgement, but in blessing. That is a profound thought to my mind. 

JT What do you mean by that, is it that He is here by the Spirit [p. 61] in the saints He dwells in the house, He has brought Himself close to man. 

GWH Why do you attach such great importance to the present moment? 

FER It is evidently a great moment in the ways of God. The moment is not final, but provisional. It really would not be so important if it were final, but in the fact of its being provisional, it is so important, because men are being tested by it. 

JSA By the present moment do you mean the whole period of christianity or just now? 

FER The whole period of christianity. 

GWH Would you also say this is an important moment for us, in the closing days of christianity? 

FER Yes, because the first principles have been more or less revived. You go outside of brethren and find any single person that knows anything about the house of God! Their idea of the house of God is a building with a steeple, or something of that sort. 

GWH I suppose the truth is that we are being tested as to how far we answer to it. 

FER I think so. 

WM Is the idea that in the house of God people should be seen to be well conducted? 

FER There is an important point to be remembered and that is the house of God is no part of this world. Christendom has made christianity part of this world. That is, in other words, the world has captured christianity; christianity has got to Babylon. The Lord predicted it. “Woe unto the world because of offences!” The offence did come and the church was caught. You find that in popery. It was imperial. That is the reason it is called Babylon. It assumed to rule over the kings of the earth. The Pope gave his law to the nations and the nations had to accept the ruling of the Pope. That has been broken in upon to a certain extent, but the next thing is state churches; that is, that christianity is captured by the state, and the head of the state is the head [p. 62] of the church, as in Germany and England. Then you get the breaking off from the state churches in the way of dissenting bodies, but then dissenting systems are as worldly and as active and eager to get influence in the world as anybody else. They are professedly christian systems, but worldly and political, so that christianity has become completely interwoven in the order of the world. But when you come to the truth of the house of God you have to remember that though the house of God is beneficent toward the world yet it is no part of the world. You cannot mix oil and water; the house of God was characterised by the Spirit of God, and you cannot mix the Spirit of God with the flesh. So the house of God was separate from the world and the course of it. God brought Himself close to man, but the house of God was never intended to form any part of the world. 

JSA I think it might be that the beginning of recovery began with the body, because it is clear the body had nothing to do with the world though the house has an aspect toward the world. 

FER It has an aspect, but it could have nothing to do with the world because it is a spiritual house. 

WM It is established in the way of testimony. 

JP Hence, externally people can only get into it by that which is a figure of the death of Christ. 

JT The difficulty is now to locate it. 

FER It is submerged in the mass of profession and therefore it is difficult to locate it. 

Ques What are you to do? Individually discern its characteristics? 

FER It is a great thing, having an apprehension of it. I am not going to connect myself with anything contrary to it. If I have to stand alone I must stand alone, but I will not connect myself with anything contrary to the truth of the house of God. 

JT But you would connect yourself with what is according to it. 

FER I only look to myself. Personally and individually [p. 63] I would seek to walk in the light of it. If others walk in the light of it I walk with them or they with me, but you and I seek to walk individually in the light of it. As to Brethrenism and that kind of thing I do not care for it. 

JP Is it not the wisdom of God that this should come out in an epistle addressed to an individual? 

FER Extremely important, and the second epistle in the same way. In church troubles I have seen that if people wanted to know where God was they had to look at individuals. I know what answer I would get to that, as to looking to men, etc., but you have often to find your way by looking at individuals. 

WM I suppose the principle comes out in Paul, “be ye followers of me”. 

FER Quite so. 

Ques If you have to walk alone how could you behave yourself in the house of God? 

FER At all events I would not behave myself contrary to the house of God. 

JP But every christian is in or of the house of God. 

FER But they are largely submerged. 

JT But they are not all hidden from view. 

FER All hidden from view except myself. 

FC From your view. 

FER My view. I have nothing to do with anybody else save to walk with them. 

JT What about those who are walking? 

FER You and I are walking together today, but we may be apart tonight. I hope not. 

JT In the same epistle you are to follow with certain ones. Are they hidden from view? 

FER I maybe following righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with some today and not tomorrow. 

JT But if you are following it today you are following it with others who are following it. 

FER It is a question of walk. It is not a question of [p. 64] anything fixed or determined. It is simply walking with those with whom you can walk. 

JT But they must be in view if you can walk with them. 

FER They have come into their own view and in a sense into my view. 

WM But so far as anything vital is concerned, “The Lord knoweth them that are his”. 

Ques Is that the point of Hebrews, “whose house are we, if we hold fast”? 

FER I think so. 

Ques How about Paul and Barnabas preaching together? 

FER I contend against Brethrenism. Any true position at the present time is essentially individual, and anything outside of that is false. 

GR I was thinking of the word, “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine”. 

FC Would you say it is in view of the present day that we get the epistle to Timothy? 

FER I think so. 

GWH Are we to go on without pretension, and individually, without any idea of a company? 

FER Quite so. 

WM I suppose the only company you recognise is the church of God, and that is submerged. 

EW-e If we find half a dozen going on in the light of God we are very apt to find them together. 

FER I would look for people who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. You want to follow with real christians, who call on the Lord out of a pure heart, that is the kind of people. 

JSA That certainly involves that you have to look at persons. 

Ques You said some time ago, when we were on a certain line of things, that the company was the great thing. Now I quite go with what you have been saying, but I do not know that it is very clear that it is the [p. 65] individual thing we have to get before us. How would you reconcile that with what a few years ago we had a good deal of, about the company? 

FER Those who are walking in the truth must gravitate toward each other. That is bound to keep us. 

JMD We would manifest that we were still members one of another. 

FER It is a very important part of the truth that we are members one of another. 

JSA Do you not think that what was quoted by Mr. L. as having been said previously really meant to include the whole company, only it degenerated in our application of it to the company of brethren? 

FER I think so. In the third chapter you get the order of the house of God, and the point is that a man may know how to behave himself in the house of God. The latter part of the epistle is different. It gives warnings against certain things which would come in, and furnishes the antidote to them. 

JSA I have been struck with that in connection with the last part, that there are positive evil influences at work, seducing spirits, etc. 

FER They are principles which tend in a way to give importance to man; man may obtain importance in the church in two ways, by assumption of superior sanctity, as in asceticism, etc., or another principle may come in, that is the importance of money. In chapter four it is asceticism, and in chapter six it is riches. You get the high church and the dissenting principle. 

WM Have you any thought as to the fifth chapter? 

FER It is detail, but the great thread that runs through all the latter part of the epistle is piety. 

JMD And piety must be individual. 

FER Yes. I judge of things by piety. Asceticism and celibacy and abstaining from meats, are not piety. On the other hand, attaching importance to worldly advantage and money is not piety. Piety is the antidote to what would come into [p. 66] the church. 

GWH And the man of God is to flee all these things. 

FER Yes. 

JSA What do you understand by “the mystery of piety”? 

FER It is what is known to piety, but not yet manifest otherwise. 

WM It is what piety apprehends, the power of piety. 

FER Yes. 

JSA Piety gives you the apprehension of those things that are not seen. 

FER But it refuses a great deal that has a reputation in the world. Piety avails itself of every mercy that God has been pleased to place within your reach. If God has been pleased to place marriage within your reach you avail yourself of God’s mercy. So, too, with meats. They are God’s mercies. They are received with thanksgiving of them that believe and know the truth. 

WM The same epistle tells Timothy to take a little wine. 

FER That is a principle of piety. On the other hand, piety refuses to recognise the importance of money. Money is a great power in the church. Man is measured by his worldly importance and piety refuses to recognise that. 

JP The statement was made lately by a very prominent man, ‘Brethren, the kingdom of God is to be advanced by money’. 

FER That is, that gain is godliness. 

JT This is a great country for temperance. 

FER I think piety is an antidote to all; if you get benefits from God you will never abuse them if you are pious. 

WM Piety will never make you intemperate. 

FER You would not abuse anything for which you give thanks. 

GWH Is there not a real connection between the [p. 67] testimony of God toward all men and piety? I was thinking of that verse in Titus, “The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously and godly”. 

FER Piety is the character which is to prevail in the house of God. 

JT What would you say piety is? 

FER I think the spring of it is confidence in God. “Therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe”. 

JP I think I have heard you say that piety was bringing God into everything. 

FER I think it is, but it follows on the early part of the epistle, that is the fact that God is dwelling here, so that you bring God into everything and accept God’s benefits. It is a poor thing to refuse God’s benefits. I accept them because they are given to be received with thanksgiving of those who believe and know the truth. 

JP Because after all piety is the great moral safeguard. 

FER Yes. 

WM Do you think verse 16 indicates that God has been fully manifested and that God has gone up to heaven again? 

FER I think so. 

WM So that unseen things are a power in the christian. 

FER It is unseen things because the Spirit is here. 

WM “God was manifest”, and then it ends, “received up”. 

FER That is Christ; but the Spirit is here; then it goes on in the next chapter to say, “the Spirit speaketh expressly”. The Spirit was dwelling here in the house and warning of what was coming in; undoubtedly that is one great gain of the Spirit dwelling here, that the Spirit advertises us of the dangers likely to arise. 

JP [p. 68] The Spirit is not silent. 

FER It is in the house He speaks. 

WM So the good of all the manifestation of God is still here by the Spirit. 

Ques Do you not think one great value of piety is that it leaves us free to peacefully hear what the Spirit says? 

FER Yes, but the Spirit brings forward piety as an antidote to certain principles that were coming in. 

JSA In the next epistle you get the “form of godliness (or piety), but denying the power thereof”. 

FER In Scotland a great deal that the old Covenanters held remains. You may see that amongst those in fellowship. It is largely legality and hardness, not the grateful enjoyment of the benefits which God has given to men. 

JT Very often legal people pass for being pious, but really true piety is not legality but liberty. 

FER What I understand by piety is the thankful reception of the benefits which God has been pleased to give me down here, and that principle is the corrective to the importance of wealth; “piety with contentment is great gain. For we have brought nothing into the world: it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out. But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these”. A pious man would never seek to be rich. 

JP No, he would be like Cornelius. He was pious and he gave much alms to the people. 

WM He prayed to God also. 

FER I like piety, but not the affectation of piety that I see in the world. You get a straight up and down man with a long face and he gets a reputation for being a pious man. 

JT Such men have influence in the world while the truly pious man would come into reproach. 

FER That is what the apostle said of himself, “we both labour and suffer reproach”. 

FC Is that why we get the exhortation in John’s epistle, “believe not every spirit”? 

FER That is more a question of the truth. Untrue spirits have gone abroad. They were to be tested. 

WM It seems that what should mark people in God’s house is to be nourished and content. 

FER I think so, “nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine”. 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 2:1-15 (JND) [1] I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity; [3] for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God, [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth. [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times; [7] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle, (I speak [the] truth, I do not lie,) a teacher of [the] nations in faith and truth. [8] I will therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up pious hands, without wrath or reasoning. [9] In like manner also that the women in decent deportment and dress adorn themselves with modesty and discretion, not with plaited [hair] and gold, or pearls, or costly clothing, [10] but, what becomes women making profession of the fear of God, by good works. [11] Let a woman learn in quietness in all subjection; [12] but I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness; …

1 Timothy 3:1-16 (JND) [1] The word [is] faithful: if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. [2] The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; [3] not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, [4] conducting his own house well, having [his] children in subjection with all gravity; [5] (but if one does not know how to conduct his own house, how shall he take care of the assembly of God?) [6] not a novice, that he may not, being inflated, fall into [the] fault of the devil. [7] But it is necessary that he should have also a good testimony from those without, that he may fall not into reproach and [the] snare of the devil. [8] Ministers, in like manner, grave, not double-tongued, not given to much wine, not seeking gain by base means, [9] holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. [10] And let these be first proved, then let them minister, being without charge [against them]. [11] [The] women in like manner grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things. [12] Let [the] ministers be husbands of one wife, conducting [their] children and their own houses well: …

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …
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2 Timothy 2: 1 - 26

FER Anybody must be struck with the difference between these two epistles; though the first epistle is addressed to Timothy, yet the point in it is the ordering of the house of God, while in the second it is the ordering of himself. I may have understanding as to the house of God, but the point at the present time is that I have to look to myself. 

JT That is to say what is coming out now in view of the fact that the house is submerged. 

FER Quite so; everything hangs on the servant. I think we ought to take individuality much more to heart. Individually to be apart from everything that is accredited in christendom; and if we have taken our place apart from these things, we should not set to work to construct anything else. The point is to stand apart in individuality and not to lose the sense of that. There is in us a strong disposition to build something up. Many would like brethren as a body to be ordered on scriptural forms, to have their gospel meetings and Sunday schools, etc.; that is the natural tendency, but in that we are simply building a sect. 

GR And so it is a day when the man of God comes into the scene. 

FER Yes. The man of God through Scripture was essentially individual. 

WM It is the individual who is to follow “righteousness, faith, love, peace”. 

FC If we were not in the good of the house of God we would not be very intelligent individuals. 

FER The first epistle is given to us that we may know what the house of God is, but you must hold that abstractly, for you cannot get it in the concrete form. 

[p. 71] There are very few things that we do not have now to hold abstractly. 

HF I do not think it was quite clear to us what you said about Sunday schools, etc. You say they are not a collective, but an individual thing. Is that the thought? 

FER No. I was saying we might be possibly building up a system on what we think to be scriptural lines, having our Sunday schools and gospel services, etc., but it would be as complete a sect as any. That is not the line on which I am. 

HF You mean the system would be wrong. 

FER Gospel work is all right, but it is individual, and you must be intensely individual where you stand aside from everything that is accredited in christendom. 

HF Still there is the other side. Everything must be done decently and in order. 

FER But that is addressed to the church when the church was in order. 

HF Does it not apply to the church today? 

FER I would try individually to do everything decently and in order. I would be sorry for anybody to have the opportunity of accusing me of disorder. 

HF Would you not be sorry to have the assembly accused of being disorderly? 

FER You cannot get the assembly in Plainfield or New York. 

HF The saints in a meeting, they come together to remember the Lord. 

FER But they are simply two or three who are seeking to walk in the light of the assembly; they are not the assembly. 

HF No, I do not think we have the assembly. 

GR I think there is a great point in the opening of this chapter, “Thou therefore, my son”. The individual is very prominent. 

FER And the point before the mind of the apostle was really the passing on of the testimony. 

GR I have been greatly struck for many years with [p. 72] Ezra, when he found that things had gotten into confusion he did not call a prayer meeting, but he got down himself and he very soon found others coming with him. 

HF I am sure we are all clear about what you say, but for instance, in such a case as discipline could you not speak of dealing with a man as an assembly action; would it be an individual action? 

FER It may be all right in that case to act in the light of the church, but discipline means to me that if a person has become a subject for discipline, I am not going to walk with that person any longer. If he won’t leave us I am going to leave him. 

HF But must not the saints as a body take action in such a case, not the individual? 

FER The ground that I would take would be to follow righteousness, faith, love, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart, if a man does not go on with righteousness, I would not go on with him. 

HF Then you think there is no such thing as assembly action at this time? 

FER I do not think saints are wrong in acting in the light of the church, but I am only saying how it strikes my mind. 

Rem I would like to ask in reference to what Mr. F. was saying. Suppose any action is taken, we take action in the light of the assembly though we cannot see the assembly. 

FER Discipline is a very serious matter, for if you act in discipline, you avow that a man put away is not only disqualified for your company but for the company of any christian on earth. 

Rem That is, if he is put away as a wicked person. 

FER Yes. 

Rem But there is action sometimes taken that does not involve that. 

FER The question in these days is difficult, but what it comes to is this, that a certain person has gone on in such a course that you cannot walk with that [p. 73] person. 

HF What seems to be my difficulty today would be this, supposing there would be such a breach with some one in fellowship that he had to be rebuked for instance; the assembly, or whatever you like to call it, would have to do that. One could not do that rightly. 

FER I think if it is not done by some one person it ought not to be done at all. 

HF Not individually, but for the saints. 

FER No, I do not think so. It is for himself. 

Rem Here in Timothy it is addressed to an individual, “Them that sin rebuke before all”. 

FER And he was to do it on his own account. It must be done by somebody who has moral weight to administer the rebuke. 

HF Do you not think Timothy was different in a way; he had authority from the apostle, and was different from what an ordinary individual would be? 

FER I think Timothy is typical of the servant that continues to the end, to the coming of the Lord. 

Rem You judge that from the second verse of this chapter. 

FER Yes. Paul looks on to the coming of the Lord. But I think we are getting away, for our point is the testimony in this epistle. The apostle commits it to Timothy. When everything has failed, and the house of God is no longer seen, then the thing which rallies you properly is the testimony. 

Rem Before going into the chapter I wish you would give us in a few words the scope of the different chapters in the epistle. 

FER I think the epistle is divided into two parts; the first two chapters and the second two chapters; the first part gives us the testimony, and in the second part the perilous times come and the apostle brings in to meet that not only what Timothy had heard from himself but the Holy Scriptures. All that comes in to meet the perilous times. In the first part it is the testimony of our Lord and Paul His prisoner. 

[p. 74] Rem So it contemplates the passing away of the living witnesses and the coming in of the Holy Scriptures. 

FER There are the things which thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, but not only that, the Holy Scriptures. You want every safeguard in perilous times. 

JT That would be the Old Testament. 

FER Everything that has the character of being holy writings. Every scripture is inspired of God. That becomes your safeguard. 

HF Would you excuse me, I want to ask one more question. Can we not act on the authority of Corinthians, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to put such a one away? 

FER I do not think we can act on the authority, but in the light of it; because you have not the assembly. 

JT The authority would be to commit such a one unto Satan. 

FER But the apostle is addressing himself to the conscience of the entire assembly at Corinth, and you can hardly act on the authority unless you can get the assembly in any given place. I suppose we can act in the light of it. 

JT Does not the obligation remain to put away from amongst ourselves a wicked person? 

FER That means I am not going on any longer with that person. 

HF And you consider that an individual thing now? 

FER It becomes every individual now. I do not object to the way brethren act; they seek to act in the light of the truth, and I would go with them in it. 

WLP Would you look for the others in the gathering following the same line? 

FER I think they would, brethren are simple in that way, and while they are acting in the light of the church, we would all go together. 

JT The difficulty is why we could not regard that as a collective act. 

FER I have difficulty in regard to the collective [p. 75] action in the existing state of things, because I am so afraid lest in it we are arrogating to ourselves a position that does not belong to us. If things are taken up simply and it is a question of acting in the light of Scripture, well and good; but if it comes practically to this, that we are arrogating to ourselves what properly belongs to the assembly of God, I would not care to go on with it at all; it is not recognising the present condition. 

WM And that is why you say the action is taken in the light of the assembly. 

FER Because you cannot get the assembly. 

JT What would you say about, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them”? 

FER That is in connection with prayer, “If two of you shall agree on earth, as touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of My Father which is in heaven, for where two or three are gathered together to My name there am I in the midst of them”. I do not think that is exactly the assembly. 

WM That was not written in view of a day of ruin and confusion. 

FER Evidently not; but to come back to the testimony, that is the point, and the care of the testimony. In the state of things which exists around us, the great thing is the testimony, and I have no doubt that the testimony is the rallying point. 

WM What do you mean by the testimony? 

FER It is Christ. 

JP In a certain sense it is all that is left; it is all you can go back to now. 

FER “Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God”. The testimony, depend upon it, is now the rallying point, “Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given [p. 76] us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is now made manifest”. The saving and calling in Christ Jesus are now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death and brought life and incorruptibility to light through the gospel. It is the rallying point now, for it is where you get away from formal christianity to Christ Jesus; that is the point for the moment. 

JSA That is the point that links the units together if they are to be linked, and nothing formal or ecclesiastical. 

FER All is in Christ Jesus. In the next chapter the apostle says, “Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus”. And at the close of the third chapter, “that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”. You have salvation in Christ Jesus, and the point is to reach that. The house of God is to a large extent submerged. You cannot see it. You can only take account of it abstractly. What remains? Christ Jesus. 

WM Would you say that in the beginning these things were seen in the saints? 

FER Yes, the house of God was a security for things as long as the Holy Spirit ruled in the church. But what you contemplate in this second epistle is no longer the rule of the Holy Spirit, but the rule of man. Man has got into the place of authority in the church. It has become a great house, which means man is in authority. It has no longer the true character of the house of God but is the scene of man’s rule. 

JT It would not be difficult to see the blessed effect of coming into the christian company in the beginning of the Acts; what an advantage it would be. There would be security there for them. 

FER I think so. 

HF Can you trace how far the Holy Spirit had His place in [p. 77] the church? 

FER I think all the epistles give you the idea of the power and the rule of the Spirit, and it was maintained as long as the apostles remained down here. I have no doubt the decline came in after the time of the apostles. Paul leads us to expect it and undoubtedly it came to pass. Peter and John and Jude give us the same idea. 

HF You say Paul was looking ahead in this epistle, writing to Timothy. 

FER I think so. He says, “in the last days perilous times shall come”. He contemplates something worse than had already come in. Things were pretty bad in the first two chapters, but he expects worse. 

JT You think the testimony then was to be maintained by individuals. 

FER Timothy was to commit what he had heard from the apostle to faithful men who would be able to teach others also. The point is the testimony, and that is the rallying point. 

JT As a matter of fact it is not difficult to see historically that whatever has been maintained has been maintained by individuals. 

FER For instance, in what has occurred in the last century, the testimony was the rallying point. 

Ques Would you say that verse is the rallying point, “Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to my gospel”? 

FER Yes, and the apostle immediately adds, “Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”. The great point now is to maintain and testify of the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. It is outside of this world. It goes on, “For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us”. We must insist on the great reality of salvation in Christ Jesus [p. 78] outside of the course of this world because we have to die and suffer with Christ. 

JSA And as power to enter into these things is wholly by the Spirit, the great thing is to go back to what is of the Spirit and nothing else. 

JT The apostle says, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit”. Do you think the testimony is equivalent to the gospel of the glory in the first epistle? 

FER Not exactly. The testimony here is the testimony of our Lord. It is more personal of Christ. It refers to the place He has in the great divine system. “Who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”. If He has done that, of necessity He is the great head and centre of the moral universe. Therefore it is the salvation in Christ Jesus. 

HF What is the principle spoken of there? Is it the incarnation? 

FER Yes, I think so. It is made manifest by the appearing. He has come in upon the scene, so to speak. Hence it goes on to add, He “has annulled death”, etc. 

Ques What is the foundation of God spoken of, that standeth sure? 

FER I suppose God’s foundation is His testimony. 

JP That is what I thought. I was going to put that very point. 

FER It is the testimony of God on which you can rely. God will stand true to His testimony. 

JP It is what remains steady in the midst of all that has come in. People get their faith overthrown, but the firm foundation of God stands steady. 

FER And you may depend upon it in regard to ourselves in separating from all that is around, the point is to come to the testimony, not simply to come out to a more scriptural order of meeting. 

Rem Coming out to the testimony and to be a testimony. 

[p. 79] FER Yes. 

HF Would that be equivalent to going outside the camp? 

FER Yes. I do not believe people will be right till they get an apprehension of Christ as the head and centre of the moral universe. That universe will shortly be displayed and will displace the whole existing system of this world. 

JT Coming out to that testimony involves that you have the light of the thing. I fancy we present pretty much as complicated a position as any of the sects. We have a form of things which is very attractive and people can go on with the existing state of things and be comfortable. The difficulties of the path are not accepted. 

WM I suppose coming out to the testimony involves leaving the world. 

FER Because it is so evident, if you apprehend Christ, who has annulled death and brought life and incorruptibility to light by the gospel, you apprehend Him as the head and centre of the whole divine system. 

JP And “in Christ Jesus” always views Him on the other side of death. That is, all has been brought to pass by God in Christ Jesus, and the testimony is the presentation of that, and the Holy Spirit is here the power of it. 

FER Yes. There is to be a world in which death will not dominate. I apprehend that world will be characterised by life and incorruptibility. All that is to be brought to pass in Christ. But now it is brought to light. 

Ques “If we be dead with him, we shall also live with him”. Is that present? 

FER I think so. It is always the principle. 

JT About the foundation. Do you think it refers to what is here or to what God is going to establish? 

FER I do not know what better to say than that the foundation is God’s testimony, on which you can rely. It has its seal, it stands sure. 

JT Then you rest in this, that God will effectuate His testimony. 

FER Quite so. People have the vaguest idea [p. 80] of testimony. Testimony is the witness beforehand of that which God is going to display. God displays nothing till He has set it forward in testimony. You get that principle in the Old Testament; the Lord would do nothing but He would show it to His servants the prophets. We have the testimony in Christ of the world which God is going to set forth in His glory. 

JP That is why the apostle by the Spirit says in Hebrews, “Ye are come”. 

FER Quite so. God has given testimony of it beforehand. Now we are in the light of the testimony. 

WM I suppose there is a good illustration of that in the case of Joseph. His exaltation was first testified of and then it came as a matter of fact. 

JP One of the simplest instances of it is the flood. 

FER Exactly. Israel never went into captivity to Assyria, nor Judah to Babylon till God had given abundant testimony. So, too, of their being restored from Babylon, God had given testimony. Christ never came till after testimony. And now the testimony of Christ has come in as the prelude to God making manifest Christ and the world of which Christ is the beginning and centre. 

Rem The testimony begets the power of holding on as it were. 

FER Yes, and hence it is “the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”. 

JT That is evidently a great point when things are gone to the bad, that saints should get into the light of what God is going to effect. 

FER Exactly, for you cannot go back to the past. God will not restore the church. God never restores anything that has failed on the ground of responsibility, but the Spirit of God leads you on to that which is coming. 

HF Would it be a correct definition to say that testimony was the revelation of God’s purpose? 

FER Testimony is more than that now, because it not only reveals God’s purpose, but it shows that in principle that purpose is effectuated in Christ. 

JT Hence it is the light of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

JS He brings nothing to pass unawares. 

FER Exactly. In principle everything is effectuated in Christ. The church, the Old Testament saints and Israel, are all effectuated in Christ. 

JSA You get the statement, “Who has annulled death”, it is effectuated. 

FER Exactly. Not yet made manifest, but effectuated. 

JP So it is the principle of that statement in the Hebrews, “We see not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus”. 

WLP That is where the christian finds rest. 

JT He is the Yea and Amen. 

FER Yes. All the promises of God are established in Him and it is “for glory to God by us”, all these things are brought into view and are for glory to God by us, because we have come into the light of them all established in Christ. 

GWH It is a most encouraging thing in the midst of all the darkness and failure and evil to see the light of that which God has established in Christ, and which He is going to bring in. 

FER And another thing, the moment you get into the light of that, you get salvation, but it is the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. 

GWH That is the security for the believer today. 

FER It is only in Christ Jesus you can escape from the course of things down here. 

GWH I suppose that is why the apostle says, “be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”. 

FER Quite so, and the Scriptures can make us wise unto salvation in Christ Jesus. 

WM Christ Jesus is the centre of another world. 

FER Israel could not apprehend salvation as long as [p. 82] they remained in Egypt. There was redemption there, but they could not realise salvation but on the other side of the Red Sea. 

JS And we should be in the light of another world. 

FER Or rather in the light of the Head of it. The departure has been in connecting Christ in some way with the course of this world, and failing to recognise the necessity that Christ must be the beginning of another. 

WM I suppose when Barnabas got entangled he gave up the testimony for the time being. 

FER He got a film or something over his eyes. 

JT You think the testimony involves entering the holiest. 

FER I think so. 

HF Will you explain that? It seems involved to me. 

FER Until a person has entered the holiest he has no apprehension of what Christ is for God, only the apprehension of what Christ is for us. In the holiest you get the apprehension of what Christ is for God, and that is an immense advance in apprehension. 

WM You apprehend Christ as the ark of the covenant. 

FER And the mercy-seat. That is not what Christ is for us, but for God, because it is in the mercy-seat God speaks and the covenant is God’s covenant. 

JT So the prayers of David are ended then. 

HF So one can enter the holiest in an individual way. 

FER Yes, there is the exhortation to enter the holiest. God has encouraged saints to draw near in order that they may get an apprehension of what Christ is on God’s part, and for God. It is a great point to get this; you begin to apprehend Christ as the beginning and centre of the moral universe, the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat. 

JAC Is there any difference in thought between the mercy-seat and the throne? 

FER I do not look upon the mercy-seat as being the throne. The mercy-seat is the mercy-seat; it is not [p. 83] spoken of as being the throne. I think the throne of God is Jerusalem, that is the city of the great king. 

GWH Would you say the proof of one having entered the holiest is that he is intelligent in what God has reached in Christ? 

FER I think there are two points into which we ought as christians to enter: one is the holiest, and the other the land. You first want to apprehend what Christ is as the One by whom God is able to carry out all the purposes of His love, and according to His love; but then when you apprehend Christ in that point of view you can apprehend what is the breadth, and length and depth and height of those purposes. 

JT It seems to me that the greatest favour the Lord has conferred on His people is that He has made clear the thought of another world for them. 

FER The Lord says, “the beginning of the creation of God”. He is not the end, but the beginning of the creation of God. He is the end in the sense of being the crown of all, but He is the beginning because everything is to take its character from Him morally. God never improves on the beginning. Adam was not improved upon. I do not believe in evolution, because I think it is wrong morally. It could not be according to God to begin at the bottom. I do not think there is a germ working up to a man. God sets forth at the outset what is to be. There never was a man like Adam and never will be. 

JP But wonderful as Adam was he was only the figure of Him that was to come. 

FER There never was a man to compare with Adam. You could not improve on Adam. 

WM All was very good. 

FER As good as God could make it of its kind and character. But then the Lord comes in and says, I am the beginning of the creation of God. It has been said that the foundation involves the roof. You make a foundation, but the ultimate purpose of the foundation is to support a roof. 

[p. 84] Rem It is another order of man and a new creation that we have before us. 

FER It is Christ, as I was attempting to point out yesterday. It is important to see that God has maintained a link between this scene and what He intends to bring in. Christ has come into the existing order of things, with resurrection inherent in Him, so that God can construct out of the wreck and ruin of this world a world that is according to Himself. That is what God is doing. 

Rem The apprehension of that is really salvation in Christ Jesus. 

FER I think so. 

WM It is not absolutely a new creation, but the construction of a world out of the present world. 

FER That is what you get in Ephesians. All is seen in death, even Christ is in death. Nothing but death under the eye of God. Then it is that God begins in the resurrection of Christ, and the church is brought out. That is the beginning of things in that way. 

JP And then as you said just now, if Christ is the beginning of the creation of God, then of necessity that whole creation must take its character from Christ. 

FER The apprehension of Christ in that light is wonderful to my mind. 

JP Then we can understand how God will be complacent and delight in all. 

FER Exactly. It is the point of reconciliation, that God may have complacency in all. 

JSA Some of us were saying yesterday that we did not know much about it though we have been singing about it for a good many years, ‘Of the vast universe of bliss, the centre thou and Sun’. 

HF I am not quite clear about this present creation. 

JP I was going to say that we fail if we attempt to improve on the language of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit says, “the beginning of the creation of God”. 

WM It might be understood to be absolutely a [p. 85] new creation and not the present order of things, the present earth. 

JS Christ was the root of David as well as the offspring. 

FER Yes, He is the bright and morning Star in anticipation of the Sun of righteousness, the Sun of righteousness comes in that sense. It is a prophetic declaration, “unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise”. 

WM If Adam was only a figure, the true head is to come yet. 

FER Exactly. 

JT And indeed the very scene where Adam was everything was created for God’s pleasure. 

Ques Is that why in John’s gospel it speaks of Christ giving His life for the world? 

FER Yes, the principle of John’s writings is that Christ claims the world for God and the world is taken up in the only begotten Son. Christ not only came down from heaven, but He comes down from heaven to give life to the world. 

Ques Do you mean that covers the future? 

FER Undoubtedly. He takes away the sin of the world. “The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”. The devil is not going to have everything his own way. 

JT And the christian is not prepared to allow the claim put forward of proprietorship. 

FER No. It was pointed out as long as I have been in fellowship that the writings of John and the writings of Paul are in contrast. John brings God into the world and Paul carries the church up to heaven. 

GR This morning what was very clearly brought before us was that all men were in view, but here it is the elect. Why is that difference in the two epistles? 

FER Because christianity had come in and had been corrupted. There is another point, that while the testimony of God has its bearing to all men, yet after all, the [p. 86] gospel is that by which God effectuates His purpose in regard to the elect. Christ buys the field, but He buys it for the sake of the treasure; the gospel is the testimony of God in regard of all men, but it is the testimony by which God brings the elect to light. 

GR Then you think in 2 Timothy the treasure is more in view and the epistle is on that line, that the elect may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. 

FER I think so. Christianity had come into the gentile world and had become corrupted. 

JT Is there not a strong analogy between 2 Timothy and the gospel of John? 

FER There is between that and the epistle of John. 

JT I thought the gospel came in later. 

FER Yes. 

JP In speaking of the elect it is a question of obtaining here, that is the other side as you tried to point out, and we must not mix the two sides. 

FER Yes, that they may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus. 

JP It is always the elect that obtain it, “The election hath obtained it and the rest were blinded”. 

FER There are two principles with God which He undoubtedly maintains; that is, on the one hand, responsibility, and on the other hand, sovereignty; and they are both morally necessary. God cannot give up responsibility. If all men were born again, God would give up responsibility, but if God gave up responsibility it would bring in confusion in regard of angels, so, too, in regard of those who were drowned in the flood; responsibility must be maintained, else God would appear unrighteous. God will maintain responsibility, but if God only maintained responsibility, there would not be one single soul saved. Therefore sovereignty comes in. People may try and reconcile the two, but the two great principles are an absolute necessity morally for God. 

JSA And the testimony of God presented to man is [p. 87] on the line of responsibility, whilst the work of God in man is on the line of sovereignty. 

FER Therefore you get the elect coming in. 

Ques The exhortation here; is that put in as preserving against lawlessness and looseness in a day when individual faithfulness is called for, “follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart”? 

FER I think that passage is misunderstood. I think it is those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart that have to look for you. 

JSA That is, you have to follow righteousness. 

FER That is in the lead, and those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart are to follow with you, but the great point is that righteousness is to be the leader. If you follow anything what you follow is the leader, and that is righteousness, then faith, love, and peace. You have not to look out for other people, but for yourself, and see that you follow your leader. 

WM You do not follow people, but you follow these principles. 

FER Because they are in the van. If other people are coming along too so much the better. 

Rem That is the preservative against lawlessness. 

FER Quite so. “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart”. 

JP I am afraid you are going to do away with our joining the brethren. 

FER I am sure I am not going to follow the brethren, but I hope I will follow righteousness. 

EW The company is already formed. 

FER I know no company except the church. 

EW The church as a whole? 

FER Yes. 

JT You get in Malachi, they that feared the Lord spake often one to another and the Lord took account [p. 88] of them. 

FER Yes, but then you must remember this, that those who feared the Lord and spake often one to another were the remnant of Israel, there was not much beside them. Now you find the majority of those in the unity of the Spirit not following the line laid down in Timothy. You cannot run the remnant principle too hard, else you will put out a good many who are in the unity of the Spirit. 

JS Have you any thought of the remnant today? 

FER It gives me an unpleasant feeling when I hear any talk about it; we cannot compare ourselves with the remnant of Israel, because they were the only faithful ones. Now in the present day there are a great many people who are not walking according to 2 Timothy, who are nevertheless in the unity of the Spirit. 

JT You mean the analogy between the company in Malachi and our position is not very great. 

FER You cannot run it too hard. 

GWH So you could hardly say we were a remnant company. 

FER I do not like it. 

JT What do you make of Philadelphia? 

FER Whatever the Lord might see in Philadelphia was morally representative of the whole church; that is the value of it in the eye of the Lord. He says, “I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee”. I do not believe the Lord loves the brethren especially, but the whole church. 

JT Do you not think certain conditions gave rise to the Lord speaking in that way? 

FER If you answer to Philadelphia, the first thing would be that you would jealously guard the whole church in your mind. 

Ques Then you do not know of any company of Christians that represents the assembly as such? 

FER No. 

Ques Nor any company that represents [p. 89] Philadelphia as such? 

FER No. 

JT All that you have been saying involves faith on the part of saints. 

FER There are many who are going on outwardly with us, and I do not want to exclude them, who have no faith for the place. We carry them, and they come to the meetings, knowing that a certain kind of meeting will be carried on at a particular time; they may be orderly in walk and character, and yet they have no faith for the place, and it makes a great difficulty in the present time. I feel this, they do not gain much and they contribute nothing. 

JS You mean to have faith for the path like Moses? 

FER It is no light thing to take a stand outside of all that has credit as christianity, to go forth outside the camp bearing His reproach is a poor thing if you have not faith for it. If you do it because others do it, you will get unhappy and dissatisfied. 

JS So you think there are a great many among us who have no faith for the path? 

FER I am sure there are. In our coming together in assembly there is nothing there but what we bring. You do not find anything there. Whatever comes into the assembly in its normal character has to be brought there. 

JT I am afraid a great many of our brethren come expecting a ready-made service there. 

JS So we are really living in perilous times. 

FER Very difficult times, but after all the Lord is above all, and if we are simple we will get the support of the Lord. How we are to go on without the support of the Lord I cannot tell; and you cannot look two days ahead. You do not want to know. There is grace enough in the Lord for the moment. 

JT I think the fourth chapter is a wonderful comfort, because you get a unit in Paul and he says, “the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me”. 

FER There is the testimony, “that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might [p. 90] hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion”. The confidence of the apostle is, “the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom”. Every one forsook him, but he says, “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me”. You may depend upon it, the Lord will stand by those who stand by the testimony. 

GR There was evidently faith there. 

FER Yes. 

JT Well, I have no difficulties about it; I believe the Lord will support His people at the present time. 

FER The great thing is to stand by the testimony. Understand first what the testimony means and then stand by it. Do not attempt to stand by Brethrenism, but by the testimony. 

CA And you can only do that individually. 

FER But then others may be seeking to do it as well as you and you follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

WM You cannot speak of an individual or collective testimony. The testimony is Christ. 

FER Yes. 

GWH After all we have a great deal to encourage us, have we not? 

CA I suppose the apostle Paul did not feel any reason to be discouraged. 

FER No. 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:1-26 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits. [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things. [8] Remember Jesus Christ raised from among [the] dead, of [the] seed of David, according to my glad tidings, [9] in which I suffer even unto bonds as an evil-doer: but the word of God is not bound. [10] For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that *they* also may obtain the salvation which [is] in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. [11] The word [is] faithful; for if we have died together with [him], we shall also live together; [12] if we endure, we shall also reign together; if we deny, *he* also will deny us; …



THE BRETHREN OF CHRIST

[p. 91] THE BRETHREN OF CHRIST

Mark 3: 1 - 35

I have thought that one never really understands the import of anything the Lord Jesus did in His ministry on earth except in the light of His death. That is what I understand the Lord Jesus to have meant in saying to the disciples, do this, that is referring to the Supper, in remembrance of Me. By His death they were to call Him to mind in His life. There are two principles to be seen in the death of Christ. One is the bringing in of God; that is the first and the greatest by far. The veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom. God was brought out in light. But then there is another principle, and that is the termination of man as after the flesh. It has been said that the man that was under judgement was removed in judgement. Christ took all that lay on man by the judgement of God, and in doing so, on the part of God, He removed that man. So we get such expressions in Scripture as “our old man is crucified with him”. That man was ended for God in the fact that the judgement that lay upon him was borne. 

I want you to bear these two thoughts in mind, because you will get the key to everything the Lord Jesus did. If you attentively follow the miracles and discourses of the Lord, there were always two things in view; one was to bring God in, and the other to shut man out. The Lord gave no place to man morally, and wherever man set up any kind of pretension the Lord dealt unsparingly with the pretension. One principle that prevailed throughout the entire ministry of the Lord was the exclusion of man and man’s pretensions; but on the other hand what ruled in the discourses and in the miracles of the Lord was the expressing of the rights of God in mercy. God had visited man in mercy. He had the right [p. 92] to do it, and availed Himself of the right; the Lord was constantly going about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil, for God was with Him. His ministry had that character; healing the sick, cleansing the leper, giving sight to the blind, and hearing to the deaf. All was the expression of the mercy of God. If we see the import of the death of Christ, then we understand the character of all the Lord’s service and ministry. I make that remark because I think it will help in that which I have to bring before you. 

The chapter shows us a complete change in regard of everything; it is to that I want to draw your attention. The Lord revealed Himself in a new position; that is, as a centre of gathering, and that is what He came to be. He came here not simply to minister to man in mercy, but He became man that He might become the centre to which everything of and for God should be gathered. That is one great thought in connection with the Lord which comes out in this chapter. Now I want to enlarge a little on how different classes of people were affected by it. There are three classes of people that come before us in the early part of the chapter. The first is the friends of Christ; another class is the scribes from Jerusalem, and a third is His brethren. Everything is dependent on the position the Lord assumes in the early part of the chapter, that is, as a centre of gathering. What immediately led to it was the Pharisees and Herodians taking counsel to destroy Him. Evidently that had an effect on the mind of the Lord; consequent on that we have the Lord revealing Himself in a position which He did not assume in the beginning of His ministry. He was occupied in the two previous chapters with giving testimony. Do not suppose that the Lord came here to be a climax of or crown to anything that existed. He came truly according to the promises of God, of the seed of David and of Abraham; but He was a great deal more than that, He was the Son of God in whom God was revealed, the last Adam. And if He was the last Adam, then of necessity He was the Head [p. 93] and centre and point to which everything for God must be gathered. We find that brought out abundantly in the epistles; for instance, in Ephesians 1, we are told that God has made known to us the mystery of His will to gather up in one all things in Christ. That involves that Christ is the gathering point, and is to a large extent the accomplishment of the truth which comes out in Psalm 8, that is, all things put under the feet of the Son of man. 

Now I call your attention to two verses, 13 and 14, “And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach”. You get two distinct things in the verses. The first is, that the Lord reveals Himself as a gathering point. What the Pharisees and Herodians did becomes the occasion for revealing the real purpose for which Christ came. I think many have very inadequate thoughts of Christ. They have the idea that He was the Messiah of the Jews and came to sit on David’s throne; but to get an adequate thought of Christ as man, you must go back to the beginning, for Adam was a figure. Adam was in position far greater than Abraham or David, but he was only a figure. The One to come having now come and being the Head of every man, must be the point to which God would gather everything that was for Himself; and that begins to come out here in the place the Lord takes on the mountain. He leaves the multitude and calls unto Him whom He would and they came to Him. There was a point of irresistible power and influence in Christ. 

But we get another point in the next verse, that is, He chose twelve who were to be the vessels of His administration. There is the principle of administration in Scripture, and it was to be carried out through the twelve. They were to be with Him, that is, to come morally under His influence and that He might send them forth to preach. They were to preach under His administration. That is the position which comes out in this chapter and [p. 94] it is important to apprehend it. It was premonitory of what has come to pass now, for at the present time, at the right hand of God, Christ is constituted the point of gathering. Everything is to be gathered to Christ; the church, the Old Testament saints, Israel, the nations, everything will be gathered to Christ. He is the great point of gathering, not now on the mountain, for He has gone up a great way above the mountain to the right hand of God; a power of attraction was in Him; He called unto Him whom He would; there was sovereignty in that way, and they came unto Him. We can throw now the light of Christ’s death upon His life, and see how every act of His life was in view of His death. One point I may say in regard to that is, that for the Lord to take up such a position as the point of gathering for man, necessitated redemption, because man was under liabilities by the judgement of God, and it would have been impossible for the Lord to gather to Himself those who were under liabilities, save in view of redemption. The Lord had everything before Himself, and it could only be in view of that the Lord could take up such a position on the mountain, just as now redemption is accomplished, and Christ at the right hand of God. What is being effected is that men are being gathered to Him by divine power, and they come to Him. 

Now I want to speak of the three classes I have referred to. There are in fact four classes, the multitude is one. “And the multitude cometh together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread”; the multitude, His friends, the scribes and His brethren. 

It is remarkable that everybody would entertain their own opinion in regard to Christ, as in the present day people all entertain their idea of christianity. You may say there are the friends and the enemies of Christ; the scribes were the enemies of Christ. They wanted to discredit all that He did, and therefore put His work down to the agency of Beelzebub. Then there is the multitude. The multitude had no particular opinion. 

[p. 95] They were prepared in a way to be swayed one way or the other, like people in the present day. The great mass have no judgement of their own. Then the fourth class comes in, that is His brethren, “whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother and my sister and mother”. 

I want to give a present application to these things, not simply to dwell on what took place then. We have not Christ on the mountain but at the right hand of God, the blessed point of gathering. Every person converted in the present day is really gathered to Christ, that is what the Holy Spirit is come down for. He is the point of gathering for individuals. Hereafter He will be the point of gathering for companies. All will be gathered to Christ. Well, now you get His friends coming in, and I think I see the class of His friends in christianity. You get those who assume to be His friends at the present day, those who would claim Christ for man after the flesh. One of the greatest dangers is an effort to claim Christ for humanity. The great truth in regard of Christ is that He is for God. He died the just for the unjust to bring men to God. He never came to be an ornament for humanity. In the same way great preachers are claimed for humanity just as Shakespeare and great minds are regarded as a credit to humanity. The truth is that Christ came to die that by His death He might open a door to God, and every one who comes to God has to come in by the door that Christ has opened. There is no way to God except by the death of Christ. When people were converted in the early days of the Acts of the Apostles they were baptised, and baptism meant burial. They were buried with Christ, that is, they died to the world and were buried, but at the same time they emerged, so to speak, on the other side, were brought to God. That is the purpose for which Christ came, that man might accept death, because man was under death, but that he might rise in the power of the Spirit, and in that way be brought to God. That was the reason for the coming of Christ, 

[p. 96] to bring us to God on the other side of death. Baptism is the figure of that. Christ Himself is risen, and we are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. It is on the ground of resurrection that people are brought to God in the present time through the death of Christ. But then, the friends of Christ claim Christ as an ornament for humanity. Many in the present day do not entirely deny Christ, but they do not think Him much more than a great prophet. They have no idea of what He came to be, that is, the centre and point to which everything for God was to be gathered; and they regard Christ as come for the benefit of humanity, and to put sanction upon man. A common idea on the part of certain christians is that baptism and the Lord’s Supper are an extension of the incarnation, that is, that Christ has come to amend and build up man as he is after the flesh. It is an error largely abroad. 

But then there is another class, that is, the enemies of Christ. They were at work. Here it was in the attributing His miracles to the agency of Beelzebub. There are plenty of miracles in the world at the present time. It is quite a mistake to suppose this is not an age of miracles. Miracles may be of a different character, but just as real miracles as ever the Lord wrought when He was here upon earth. I see a man converted as the effect of the preaching of Christ; that is as great a miracle as any miracle the Lord wrought. You could not have a greater miracle or proof of power than that you were converted to God. All of us here are witnesses to it, for I suppose all of us have been converted. We are all miracles, and in that way witnesses to Christ; but then the enemies of Christ attribute that to some other agency, to enthusiasm, or I know not what; the effort is to discredit Christ, and the exercise of divine power here in the world. What men will have in the present day is all that comes within the range of man’s observation, and anything outside of that they refuse. There are enemies of Christ that will account by some other agency for what are really mighty miracles. I have [p. 97] found that there is no power in the world so great as grace. Men who never would be touched by anything else are brought down under the influence of grace, and that takes place here in the world. It is a real miracle. But the effort on the part of the enemies of Christ is to attribute the work to other agency. The multitude is ready to be swayed by anything. One day they would follow the Lord, and the next they would seek to crucify Him. The mass of people are as unthinking and as fickle as can be, led by one thing one day and another the next. They are not to be trusted. I come to another class, and that is the brethren of Christ, and that is a much more interesting class. At the close of the chapter, when the Lord’s mother and brethren put forth their claim on Christ, the Lord refused their claim. He did not come to put a sanction on humanity, to ennoble His mother and brethren; to make the Jew great. The fact is the Jew became very small by the coming of Christ. Their perverseness and lawlessness came out, and the kindred of Christ after the flesh became very small. They stumbled over Christ, and the Lord makes nothing of them. The Jew would have been well pleased if Christ had come to be an ornament to them as they were, but it was not for that purpose that He came. He came here for the will of God. We get that in Psalm 40, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart”. I do not know whether you remember the circumstance at the close of Luke 2, of His parents going to Jerusalem, when the Lord was twelve years of age, and losing sight of Him, finding Him in the temple sitting with the doctors, hearing them and asking them questions. Do you remember the answer the Lord gave to His parents when they chid with Him, “wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” He came to accomplish the will of God, “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work”. We have to take that into account if we would understand anything at all about the Lord Jesus. That is; the end and purpose on which He was bent here was to give place to [p. 98] the will of God. The time will come when everything in which God has pleasure will come into view, when Christ is manifested in glory. He will bring all God’s will into view. He did not come to do man’s will, but to accomplish God’s will. My impression is that all the will of God is accomplished in principle, redemption has been accomplished and Christ, at the right hand of God, is the great gathering point in whom everything is established; so the will of God has been brought to pass in Christ; but another thing remains, and that is that all shall be brought into view in the universe. That is what Christ comes the second time to bring to pass. He says, “Who is my mother or my brethren?” “For whosoever shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister, and mother”. 

Now I dwell on that point because it brings out a beautiful thought, that is, association with Christ. If we come into the place of the brethren of Christ we are brought into the closest possible relation with Him. The Lord on the one hand disowns His kindred; they sought to establish a claim on Him, and the Lord disallowed their claim; but on the other hand, a new bond is established between Christ and those who sat about Him, and that is, the will of God. Now I take it that all here would be found in the position of sitting about Him. Of course I am only taking up what occurred in the chapter as figurative. Morally we are sitting about Christ. That is the real ground of our being here. We have Jesus as centre, and are sitting about Him. It is no good sitting about Jesus if you are not prepared to do the will of God. His true brethren are marked by this. You cannot be doing right if you are not doing the will of God, because there cannot be any other will that is right except the will of God. The terrible thing in the world is, that there are as many wills as people. It is a lawless world, where every man does his own will. Now how do you do the will of God? What I understand is that Christ has been pleased to draw us to Himself. That is the first principle of doing the will of God. The Lord went up into the mountain [p. 99] and called unto Him whom He would, and they came unto Him. Christ is the point of attraction, and has drawn us to Himself, because He has revealed to us the mind of God toward man. That is the power of attraction in Christ The Lord said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. I look upon His being lifted up from the earth as the great testimony of divine love. Divine love came out there, Christ is the expression to us of the mind of God toward man. It is a very wonderful thing that we cannot have any doubt or hesitation as to what is in the mind of God toward man, for Christ has come and died that He might make it known; that is the power of attraction that subsists in Christ. All of us have felt the power of it. 

Now I go a point further. It is not simply that He has attracted us, but has attached us to Himself. I use the word “attached” in a sense which is strictly right, but not in the conventional sense. We use it often in the sense of affection. I use it in the sense of a bond, as the earth is bound to the sun, or a wife to her husband. Our attachment to Christ is a great point, it is in order that we might be recovered from lawlessness. If the earth were to get out of attachment it would become lawless. Every man who is not in attachment to Christ is lawless because God has appointed Christ to be the centre and sun of the moral universe. Everybody ought to allow that. Lawlessness is the ruin of this world, the existing system. It is on account of lawlessness that God will set aside and judge it, for lawlessness is intolerable to God. You may have man moral and intelligent and refined, but none of these will subdue lawlessness. Nothing can set aside lawlessness except the fact of our being in attachment to God’s centre, and that is Christ. He attaches us to Himself by the Spirit. The Spirit is the bond between Christ and the believer, so that we are recovered from lawlessness. 

But now we come to a further point. We are brought into attachment that we may come under influence. I take up my illustration again. The earth is in attachment [p. 100] to the sun. It is held to the sun by laws which God has been pleased to appoint, and the effect is that the earth travels in its appointed orbit in relation to the sun; the earth comes under the influence of the sun with the result that the earth is fertile and brings forth fruit. Now the same principle holds good as to the believer. He is brought into attachment to Christ, that being recovered from lawlessness he may come under the influence of Christ, and be fruitful toward God. We get that brought out in Romans 7. Now our sitting about Christ is the proof that we are brought into attachment. Christ gave Himself that He might deliver us from all lawlessness, and purify unto Himself a peculiar people zealous of good works, a people that should be recovered from lawlessness by being brought into attachment to Himself, and should sit about Him, so that they should be zealous of good works. What are good works? Doing the will of God. A man may do works of benevolence on his own account, but they may not be good works as regards God. There cannot be any good works properly, except they be of the will of God. The Lord did not do works of beneficence according to man, giving millions of money to this and that; the fact is, He had no money to give; and so, too, afterwards Peter had to say, “silver and gold have I none”. But He could say to a lame man, rise up and walk. The apostles were full of good works, and we are to be full of mercy and good works, but your good works must be the expressions of God’s will to be good works. Some one might say, how am I to do the will of God? You will do it as you are under the influence of Christ. Every law of nature is subtle, you cannot trace it out, so the influence of Christ is subtle; but at the same time it is extremely real, and the heart of the believer is affected by it, as the apostle Paul said, “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”. We need to appropriate and in a sense to individualise Christ and His love to ourselves, and under the influence of His love we do [p. 101] the will of God. I have seen people pay a great deal of attention to ministry and be diligent at meetings, but I do not think they are helped so much by meetings or ministry as they think. I do not undervalue ministry, which is like rain, but what people want is sunshine. Rain would be no good without sunshine. If there were no sunshine there would be no rain, because the rain is dependent on sunshine; it is everything for us to get into the sunshine; that is, to get our hearts under the influence of the love of Christ. And Christ has brought us into attachment to Himself that we may come under the influence of His love and be zealous of good works. Good works are what Christ did. He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil. And he that doeth righteousness is righteous as He is righteous. He stands in relation to Christ, and practises righteousness, that is what is right. People have all sorts of theological ideas about righteousness. Righteousness is what is right, and what is right is determined by the light of God. Whatever Christ did was right; He was doing righteousness, and we want to travel in His path, as the apostle puts it, “He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked”; doing good as God gives us opportunity; our influence is for God; we want to bring God in and to give no room for the pretension of man. If I disallow flesh in myself I will not tolerate it in other people. That would not be consistent or logical; my reason for disallowing the flesh is that there may be room for the Spirit of God, and so that there may be fruit for God. It says, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law”. Now may God give to us to understand the purpose of His grace, that we might be really sitting about Jesus. It is a great thing to recognise Him as the divinely — appointed centre. He is not a self-constituted centre. There will be one hereafter in this world; that is, the man of sin. 

[p. 102] It is a great thing to be in this world denying lawlessness, and refusing to be controlled by your own will, but doing the will of God; then it is you are brother and sister and mother of Christ. That is our position, so that we should be with Him in the day of His glory; we shall be around Him then. We shall sit with Him at His table in His kingdom and the light will shine out through us. The church is to be the great vessel of light in the moral universe. The kings of the earth bring their honour and glory unto it; it is the moral luminary, but in the meantime we are left here that we might be bringing forth fruit unto God. As the Lord Jesus said to the disciples, He has ordained them that they should go and bring forth fruit and that their fruit should remain. 


Scripture references

Mark 3:1-35 (JND) [1] And he entered again into the synagogue; and there was there a man having his hand dried up. [2] And they watched him if he would heal him on the sabbath, that they might accuse him. [3] And he says to the man who had his hand dried up, Rise up [and come] into the midst. [4] And he says to them, Is it lawful on the sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or to kill? But they were silent. [5] And looking round upon them with anger, distressed at the hardening of their heart, he says to the man, Stretch out thy hand. And he stretched [it] out, and his hand was restored. [6] And the Pharisees going out straightway with the Herodians took counsel against him, how they might destroy him. [7] And Jesus withdrew with his disciples to the sea; and a great multitude from Galilee followed him, and from Judaea, [8] and from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea and beyond the Jordan; and they of around Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, having heard what things he did, came to him. [9] And he spoke to his disciples, in order that a little ship should wait upon him on account of the crowd, that they might not press upon him. [10] For he healed many, so that they beset him that they might touch him, as many as had plagues. [11] And the unclean spirits, when they beheld him, fell down before him, and cried saying, *Thou* art the Son of God. [12] And he rebuked them much, that they might not make him manifest. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …



RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION

[p. 103] RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION

Isaiah 51: 1 - 11

Ques In what do you connect, in moral order, righteousness and salvation? 

FER We have to look at the past and to the future. We read here, “Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?” That is the past. Then the future is, “Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away”. We have to look both at the past and to the future, to see what righteousness and salvation mean. The promise is, “The Lord shall comfort Zion: he will comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody”. Then in the fifth verse, “My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust”. Then in verse 6, “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished”. Then in verse 8, “For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation”. Evidently righteousness and salvation have been set forth in the past, and they are spoken of in regard to the future, and the effect of God bringing them in is seen. If you want to understand principles, the great thing is to see them in the light of all God’s ways. 

JSA If they are really divine principles they will hold good through all. 

FER Change of dispensation can never alter principles. Moral principles must remain. What is of God must remain, simply because God is the same, through every change of dispensation. 

Rem The references to righteousness and salvation here reach back to Israel in the beginning and refer to Israel in a coming day. 

FER Not only to Israel, but to the universe; it is the world. You cannot limit these things to Israel. You get, “the isles shall wait upon me and on mine arm shall they trust”. I think our vision has been limited, as to the future, too much to Israel. Israel comes into prominence as the light of the earth, but the point before God is not simply the establishment of Israel, but the establishment of the universe; you cannot limit Christ to Israel. Christ is Head over all things, and it is the universe which is set in the light of God of which Christ is head. Israel has its place, just as the church has its place in the universe, but they are only items in it. 

JP I see then the principles that will obtain in that universe are the principles that obtain now. 

FER Exactly, because that universe is already brought into existence as far as we are concerned. I mean we apprehend it. It is established. It is not displayed yet, but everything is established. God’s righteousness is brought near; His salvation has come to pass. It is not yet displayed, but it is established in Christ. 

WM I suppose this is a period of light. 

FER Yes. 

JT When God took up Abraham, it was not for his own seed, but in connection with the whole race. 

FER Yes, “In thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. The moment promise came in, it had reference to all the nations of the earth. 

JP I see where we have failed; we have not had the full scope of God’s ways before us. 

FER We have taken up this detail and that, and not got the whole. 

JP We have rushed ourselves a little too much to the front, and if not ourselves it has been Israel. 

FER Exactly. 

HF Does it not go back further even than that, to the woman in the garden, where it speaks about the One who would bruise the serpent’s head? Was it not brought out long before Abraham? 

FER Yes, I think so, and really it goes back further than that, for Christ comes in to meet the whole principle of sin. “Once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself”. The Lord goes back to the outset. There was an outset of sin, and I think Christ came to deal with it. He takes a place which affects things, not only on earth but in heaven. Christ has taken up the question of sin, not only in the world, but in the whole extent of it, and hence it is He is the Head and centre of the entire system. Angels are put under Him. Jesus said, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven”; in the fact of Man going up to heaven, in the person of Christ, Satan falls as lightning from heaven, and Satan is the outset of sin; the outset of sin was not with man. “By one man sin entered into the world”, but the devil sins from the outset. I think Christ has come in to meet sin in all the extent of it, and hence as Son of man He is put over all the works of God’s hands, angels not excepted. He has come in to establish everlasting righteousness. 

PCR Was sin there before man was corrupted? 

FER How would man have been tempted if there had not been sin there? It was by one man sin entered into the world, but the fact of man being tempted proves [p. 106] that sin was there. So the Lord says in chapter 8 of John that the devil sins from the outset. 

JSA Do I understand you to say we shall not understand these things today in their application to ourselves unless we apprehend them in all the ways of God? 

FER I think not. We have made the mistake of looking at principles too much in their application to ourselves, and not seeing them in the light of all God’s ways. The chapter here goes forward to the future prophetically and it goes back to the past, and the principles that have come out are God’s righteousness and salvation. They are near; prophetically near. 

JT What do you mean by the past? 

FER It says, “Art thou not it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over?” Then again in verse 9, “Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon?” There was God’s salvation in redemption. The ransomed of the Lord passed through the Red Sea and the arm of the Lord smote Rahab. There was God’s salvation and righteousness on behalf of Israel, and it goes on prophetically to the future in connection with Christ. “My righteousness is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the people; the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall they trust”. 

JSA It is rather interesting in that connection that when we go on to the passage where righteousness is used in Romans 10, it is introduced in connection with Israel. 

FER Yes. 

WM I suppose righteousness is a principle that abides eternally outside all dispensations. 

FER Quite so; righteousness is what one might call the rule or law of the moral universe. It is in contrast to lawlessness. Righteousness stands in that way in connection with Christ Himself. “Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness”. Lawlessness has come in, and brought confusion and disorder, just as it would in any universe, the physical universe for instance. Whatever is lawless goes to destruction. Righteousness is the principle even of the physical universe, in contrast to lawlessness. It is that which made the psalmist say, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork”. When you look at the heavens you see order, not confusion, there is no lawlessness. The only time you see lawlessness is probably in a shooting star, and what is lawless goes to destruction. 

The earth sets forth the lawlessness of man, and the heavens declare the glory of God. The glory of God, like the righteousness of God, stands in contrast to the lawlessness of man. 

JT Do you mean He had to look to heaven because it could not be found here? 

FER Yes. ‘Where every prospect pleases and only man is vile’; that is what the earth speaks of. The greatest thing upon earth is vile. There is nothing to compare with man upon earth, and he is vile. 

HF So I suppose there is no righteousness but divine righteousness. 

FER There can be none. 

JT But righteousness has been taken up too much as a doctrine. The thing has not been practical. 

FER I think so. As though it were something substantive, etc. We have talked about people being righteous in nature. All that doctrinal view of things is poor. Volumes have been written on it. and they have only obscured the matter. 

JT The necessity for righteousness would arise when things went wrong, I suppose. 

FER No; the point is that righteousness was there with God, and that sin came in to invade righteousness. 

JT I mean the question of it; the question had to be raised. 

FER I think it made it necessary for God to do what [p. 108] He had not done before, that is, to assert His rights. Lawlessness made that necessary. 

JT That is what I meant. For instance, in the law. 

FER Righteousness was with God, but God did not assert His righteousness till lawlessness came in. Then you get the assertion of God’s rights. 

HF You give a definition of righteousness to be God’s rights. 

FER I think so. The best definition is ‘what is right’, and that is God’s rights. If God be God, and man God’s creature, and you do not admit God’s rights, there can be nothing right. 

JT Then the first thing would be evidently that God should have His place with men. 

FER Evidently, and that is what God asserted in the law; His rights; the law was not arbitrary in that way. They were what I may call the proper rights of God in regard to intelligent creatures. 

JT He had a perfect right to claim the affection of His creature. 

FER Yes, of an intelligent creature, capable of affection; it was only right that man should love God with all his heart and his neighbour as himself. Man is capable of affection, and the God who created man has a claim to the first place in man’s affection; man should love Him with all his heart, and his neighbour as himself. 

WM It is a remarkable thing that those are the two points at which man departed from God. 

FER Yes. Lawlessness came in and the next thing was murder. Adam became lawless. He ceased to be under the influence of God; then Cain comes in with the necessary consequence of that, that is hatred and murder. That is the beginning of evil coming into the world; lawlessness, and then hatred and murder. 

JP That is always the order. You see them in that verse in Titus 3, describing man; of the first words is “disobedient”, that is lawless, and then the last words are “hateful, and hating one another”. 

FER Yes, never was such a picture of the world delineated as that. It was not only the world of the apostle’s day among the Cretans but the world of today. It is the world on this side of the water and the world on our side of the water. They may cover it up by rank and honour and glory, and all that kind of thing, but that is only veneer. Put all that aside and what describes the world is “disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another”. 

JAC Is the idea of Adam manufacturing his clothing of fig-leaves an illustration of man seeking to clothe himself in his own righteousness? 

FER I think man wants to keep up appearances. Man lives in appearances and the world is dependent on appearances. Suppose we all appeared to one another as we are actually, and our hearts were apparent to one another, the world would be a pandemonium. The existence of the world depends on the maintenance of appearances. 

HF You were saying a moment ago about God having a righteous demand on our affections. We do not often connect affection and righteousness. 

FER The right of God is the issue and outcome of His love. 

HF I was thinking of it in connection with His love, that it was the revelation of His love that really drew out the affection. 

FER I think it is, but the rights of God are the rights of His love, because God is love, and love is of God; and when love is connected with sovereignty it has certain rights, and the rights of God were that He should be loved. Whether man love Him or not, He had a right to be loved. 

HF I think so, but I was thinking of it in connection with this; do you think that ever the affection of a child of God was drawn out to God in the way it is since love was revealed in the Lord [p. 110] Jesus Christ? 

FER No, I will tell you why. It is because God asserted His rights in the law, if God had never been love He could not have commanded people to love Him. But it obtained no answer. It was evidently on account of man’s state. Then it is that God comes out with another right of love, and that is the right of mercy. Love has the right of mercy; then it is God obtains an answer. That is, through redemption God obtains an answer on the part of man. 

HF That is what I was thinking, till that moment when the Lord revealed God in love. 

FER That did not alter the fact that “God is love”. He has the right to beloved, because He is love, and God maintains that still; even in regard to us the righteous requirements of the law are fulfilled in us who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit, but you have the Spirit through the mercy of God; God has come in in the rights of mercy in redemption, and imparted the Spirit; now you get the original right of God fulfilled in those that walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. All depended on God coming out in grace. 

JT Hence God does not need to have the testimony of His rights sealed in a box. 

FER No, Christ has come as the ark of the covenant. 

Rem Righteousness was never seen on earth till Christ was here manifesting it. 

FER No, because when man is lawless, righteousness must be in the fact of man being brought into attachment. How is man going to be brought into attachment? 

JT That is what we would like to know. 

FER It can only be in one way, that is the way God has opened through redemption, taking up the liabilities under which man lay, and the establishment of a head. Christ has accomplished redemption and is the divinely appointed Head, and righteousness now consists in man being brought into attachment to Christ. 

WM Just as everything in this material universe is kept in place by the sun, the head [p. 111] of the system. 

FER Yes. 

JT And would you say the testimony of righteousness came out livingly when Christ was here? 

FER As long as He was here the Lord was doing everything in anticipation of the cross. So far as He was concerned personally there was His personal righteousness, but that would not avail for man. He is continually spoken of as the righteous One. He hated lawlessness and loved righteousness, but that would not be available for man. 

HF Would you not say as well as being the revelation of God’s love He was also the revelation of God’s righteousness to us? 

FER I do not think you get the revelation of righteousness, in regard of us, till you come to redemption. Redemption is the establishment of righteousness in regard to us. 

Rem Thus the thing could not be made manifest or made available till Christ is established as Head. 

FER No, you can easily understand that. So far as man was concerned, he had come under liabilities, under the judgement of God, under curse and death. Those liabilities must be respected. If you take up a property with a mortgage on it you are compelled to respect the mortgage. You cannot take up the property and disregard the charges on it. Looking upon man as being the inheritance of God, the property was under liabilities, and those charges had to be respected; if God were to take up man in any way those liabilities had to be met, and of necessity must be met in man, because man was under them; and therefore the Son of God became Man in order that those liabilities should be discharged. That is where redemption comes in. But the man that has the power to take up those liabilities and discharge them, evidently becomes pre-eminent among men. I think anyone will understand that, and righteousness on our part is that we are brought into attachment to the Head. You are no longer lawless, but in attachment to the Head, 

[p. 112] and the Head has met and discharged the liabilities under which we were, so we are not only justified, but brought into attachment. 

JT In regard to the Lord’s position before the cross, was there not the setting forth of the rights of God in a man there? 

FER I think in this sense, as a perfect man He was the righteous One. I see the rights of God set forth every now and again in the ministry of the Lord Jesus, but you ought to look at the detail of the Lord’s life in the light of His death. I do not think you can understand it otherwise. 

HF So that the righteousness which was revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ was His own personal righteousness. 

FER Yes. The way I see the righteousness of God coming out anticipatively when the Lord was here upon earth was in the forgiveness of sins. “Thy sins be forgiven thee”; it was the Lord intervening in mercy, and coming out in anticipation of His work, “that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house”. It was the right of God in mercy. 

JP That is to say it was not seen in what He was personally, it was rather in what He ministered to others on the part of God. 

FER When He forgave the sinful woman, that was the right of God in mercy, but that involved redemption. He could only do that in view of redemption. 

JP Did He not really state it on one occasion when He said, “I will have mercy and not sacrifice”? 

FER Exactly; the rights of God in mercy. Forgiveness is that. 

WM That is a very clear instance of the fact that His life must be interpreted by His death. 

FER There are two things that come out in the death of Christ; one is the setting aside of man, that is evident, “God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh”; and the other is the introduction of God in mercy. You will find those two principles explain and interpret every act of the Lord here upon earth. He was always bringing in God in mercy on the one hand, and on the other hand He would not tolerate one single bit of fleshly profession. 

HF In connection with speaking about mercy, did you not yesterday make some distinction between mercy and grace? 

FER I think there is, but it is difficult to make a sharp dividing line. I think grace meets man where he is in responsibility, and mercy takes more account of the condition of man and provides salvation for him; but I would not like to draw a fine line between the two, so we come to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

JT In the epistle to Titus we get the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared. 

FER But in the next chapter, “according to his mercy he saved us”, I think it lies this way, so far as one can attempt to put it. Grace is to the forefront. The attitude of God at the present time is evidently in grace, so the gospel is the glad tidings of the grace of God, but behind grace lies mercy, and behind mercy lies love. Of course grace and mercy are attributes of God, but love is His nature, and so love must lie behind all. Grace is beautiful because it is in that way God presents Himself to man. Instead of imputing trespasses God meets man in the grace of forgiveness; and behind that is mercy; the merciful consideration in which God has taken man into account with a view of delivering him from the hand of the enemy. 

JP Ephesians 2 groups them all together in a very beautiful way, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us ... For by grace are ye saved through faith”. 

FER [p. 114] Exactly. 

HF You say behind grace is mercy and behind mercy is love. Behind that would God’s glory be? 

FER I think the effulgence of His love is His glory. 

HF They seem to present a little different thought in my mind. I mean you can understand God so loved that He gave His Son, but then there seems to be a little different thought than that of God doing it for His own glory. 

FER The glory of God is simply that He shines out. If sin had never come in there would not have been the same effulgence of God. God would not have been any different if sin had not come in, but He would not have shone out in the same way. Sin has become the occasion for the shining out of God and that is His glory. 

HF I think that is true, but do you not think there is a different thought? For instance, if you were speaking of a king doing a thing for love, that is one thing; but if he does it for his own glory also, would not that be another thing? 

FER I do not think so. His glory would be that he shines out in that way. He becomes effulgent in the eyes of the universe or the kingdom, that is a king’s glory. His glory is the effulgence of himself. 

WM God could not receive any glory. 

FER Nothing can be added to God. All on the part of God is a question of effulgence, that is, He shines out. Every one says, Glory! If God had not shone out none would say glory, but now every one says, Glory! ‘Glory all belongs to God’. 

WM I suppose with Christ it was somewhat different because He, being a man, could be glorified. 

FER Where was God glorified? 

WM In the death of Christ. 

FER Yes, it shone out in the cross, and the universe will have to learn that the death of Christ was the effulgence of God’s glory. 

GWH What was the thought of the Lord in John 17, 

“[p. 115] Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee”? 

FER That is, He was to shine out in holy splendour by the Son. The Son was to be glorified that in the Son the glory of God might shine out; that is, His holy love might shine out in the Son. Where does the Son glorify Him? In the eyes of the universe, “As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him”. The Son makes God effulgent in the presence of the universe. He does not add anything to God, but what God is shines out in splendour. 

JT Hence the gospel is said to be the gospel of the glory of the blessed God. 

Rem The effulgence of His glory you get in Hebrews. 

GT Who is God getting glory from now? 

FER Only the church, I should say. 

JG Would you say the heavenly host ascribed glory to God? 

FER Yes, they meant, now God will be effulgent in the eyes of the universe. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good pleasure in men”. 

JSA It is quite clear that God’s glory existed in the time of Moses because Moses said, “show me thy glory”. 

HF Is it not necessary that those who are not for His glory should be condemned, and where does love come in there? 

FER It is the necessity of His love that calls for it. 

JT I think there is a disposition sometimes to make God something different to love. 

FER But you cannot, because the statement that God is love is absolute. You cannot qualify it at all. You may depend upon it, whatever comes to pass, though we cannot understand, is a necessity of what God is, that is, the necessity of love. 

HF Is not the statement just as unqualified and explicit, “God is light”? 

FER It is not, it adds immediately, “and in him is no darkness at all”. It is relative. 

JSA What it shows is we do not know what love is; we have a very human thought of love. 

FER There are many things the human mind cannot compass, because man’s mind is not like the mind of God. We cannot see things which God sees as necessary; people cannot understand eternity of punishment because they cannot judge of things as God judges. God only can judge as to what is according to Himself. But it is clear to me that by the very fact of God being what He is, that is, love absolutely, that whatever He does is in the necessity of His love. 

HF So as to make it plain, would you give us a definition of what you understand by love as connected with God? 

FER I could not undertake that. It would be beyond any creature. 

HF The reason I ask is because I believe that God is righteous and God is love. 

FER But you cannot put the two things in that way. Righteousness is an attribute of God, and every attribute of God is an attribute of His nature. The root of every attribute of God lies in His nature. Holiness is an attribute of God, but lies in His nature. 

HF But holiness is involved in righteousness. 

FER Holiness is a characteristic of God’s love, and righteousness an attribute of God. 

GWH I suppose that nothing that God could do would ever be the violation of the fact that God is love. 

FER On the contrary it is a necessity of love. 

HF Of course we would not for a moment claim because we think that God is righteous that that would be a violation of the fact that God is love. 

FER But His righteousness is the necessity of His love. I cannot understand how people can put righteousness distinct from love. Righteousness is the rights of [p. 117] love. 

JP That is why you say that all God’s attributes lie in His nature, and His righteousness is the right of His love. Holiness is the characteristic of His love. 

WM So the demands of the law brought the two things together. 

FER Yes. 

HF I cannot see that there could be holiness without righteousness or righteousness without holiness. 

FER There could not be in God. But the two are quite different ideas. Holiness is one thing and righteousness another. Holiness is the characteristic of God’s love, and righteousness is the rights of God. The two ideas are different, but they lie in God’s nature. 

GT I find in Revelation 20, “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire”. Is that an action of love? 

FER That is consistent with God’s love; I do not care who says ‘No’, and I think it bad to say ‘No’. Whatever God does is consistent with His love and the necessity of His love, and if anybody were to deny it, it would only prove that he did not know God. 

FC Would you say it is an adequate expression of His abhorrence of evil? 

FER It is not only that. If God is going to rule the universe God will never tolerate lawlessness, Therefore lawlessness will be limited and fixed in its own place; but that is in love, because God takes in the good of the whole universe. It is for universal good. It is all the necessity of love, because to tolerate lawlessness would be inconsistent with love. God has to take the whole thing into account. We are such poor things we can only look at this little bit, or that little bit, but God is great and takes the whole universe into account. 

JG Even with ourselves we see it brought out. We see the parent correcting the child for lawlessness and it is love which corrects the child. 

FER God has almighty power, and the whole universe in view, and it would be inconsistent with divine [p. 118] love to tolerate lawlessness. God may tolerate it for the moment, but in result He will limit it in the lake of fire. 

Ques What is the righteousness reckoned unto Abraham? 

FER Abraham was looked at as righteous, as being morally in attachment. Man could not be attached to God; that would be too great a thought. Man has to be brought into attachment by the introduction of a head, that is Christ; and it is in Christ that God is made known to us and redemption exists. 

WM In that way it would appear that the Old Testament must be interpreted in the light of the death of Christ. 

FER “They are they which testify of me”. That is what the Lord said about the Holy Scriptures. They were indited by the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of God had Christ in view. 

HF So that Christ is the key to all God’s word. 

FER Yes. 

Rem The necessity of the lake of fire and of judgement is, that all that is not according to God must be removed out of sight. 

FER But that is the necessity of love, because God has the whole universe in view. 

CHB Does attachment to the Head produce practical righteousness? 

FER Yes. “He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous”. He “that abideth in him sinneth not”. The effect of being in attachment is that we practise righteousness. 

PAES Then it goes on to speak of love in the third chapter of John. 

GWH I think you said affection is consequent on attachment. 

FER Yes, a husband and wife do not love each other as such till they are actually attached. Till the marriage they do not love each other as husband and wife. There is the attraction previously, but the real love of husband [p. 119] and wife is when the tie is formed. You get that in Isaac and Rebecca. When Rebecca was brought to Isaac she was a comfort to Isaac. So it is usually, there is first the drawing together and when the tie is formed you get the real affection between the husband and wife. So it is in regard to us and Christ. When we are attached to Christ by the Spirit you get affection for Christ. 

WM So the order is attraction, attachment, affection. 

FER There are three steps. “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. There is the power of attraction in Christ. Then He attaches us to Himself by the Spirit, and then it is you get affection in the Spirit. “Love in the Spirit”. 

JT I think these things have a universal bearing as well as righteousness. 

FER Everything has. That is why I proposed to take up this chapter, it looks back to the past and on to the future as to what Christ will bring into the universe. That is these principles of righteousness and salvation; salvation follows on righteousness, Christ is both. 

PAES Could you read verse 24 in Romans 3, ‘Being justified freely by His righteousness’? 

FER You see in the previous verse 22 that you can do so; it is His righteousness which is upon you, but you are justified freely in His grace. 

FF It is by faith we take hold of these things. 

FER We cannot understand anything whatever except by faith. It is the apprehension of things unseen. You must apprehend what Christ is as the Head and centre of the moral universe. You get Christ in view in that way, and everything becomes extremely simple. The defect with people is that they have not got Christ into view officially as the centre and Sun of God’s universe. It is simple to understand that He attracts us to Himself in that way. He is the great luminary to rule the day as God appointed the sun at the outset, so Christ has become the great luminary in heaven to rule the day, and faith apprehends that; and the Spirit is given to the [p. 120] believer to bring us into attachment to Him, as the earth is attached to the sun, so that we might come under His influence and in that way escape lawlessness. 

JT These things are hidden for the present, but the gospel brings them into view for faith. 

FER Yes, the glad tidings are the glad tidings of the Christ. 

JSA I think what you have referred to now is important, the difference between Christ personally and Christ officially. 

FER Yes. The last Adam is what Christ is officially and the Sun of righteousness the same. It is intimately connected with what Christ is morally. You could not separate the two, but you must distinguish between what He is personally and officially. 

WM When you speak of Christ officially do you mean that which He is in relation to everybody? 

FER Yes; what He is by divine appointment in relation to all. God made two great lights. They did not make themselves. So God has made a great light, a divinely appointed light to rule the day. In the New Testament the Sun of righteousness is there, but not yet risen above the horizon of man’s vision. Scripture says in regard to us that “the darkness is passing and the true light already shines”. That is true of Christ and christians. 

PAES Would you say that in apprehending Christ as the centre there is no limit to your circle? 

FER Yes. 

WM Christ was set in that official position apart from whether men receive blessing or not. 

FER But it was in connection with God’s purpose of grace that Christ has been set in that position; whether people like it or not, God did not consult man about it. 

WM But He was set in that position before the gospel went out, that is what I mean. 

FER Yes, or there could not have been the preaching. Salvation was found in Christ. What salvation in those days meant, salvation means in these days. That is, 

[p. 121] escape from the world, and escape from the world can only be found in Christ. No one could find salvation in the present day except in Christ. There is no other outlet. A man may put himself into a monastery or shut himself up, but there is no escape from the world except in Christ, and therefore Christ is salvation. 

PAES And you can say no wonder the apostle Paul was not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. 

FER It was the power of God unto salvation, because righteousness was revealed, that is, the rights of God in mercy; and it is available for man because evidently man can come on that ground; but then it is the power of God unto salvation. 

JSA And though faith apprehends it, yet it is really only by the Spirit that you enter into the appreciation of it. 

FER It is by the Spirit you are brought into attachment, Faith brings light in, but it does not form the bond. The bond is formed by the Spirit, and then you find Christ to be salvation. I know for myself I have found an outlet from the power of things down here, where the god of this world works, by coming to Christ. Christ is salvation to me. I have salvation in Him, and it is no good saying I have not. Salvation will mean virtually the same thing when Christ comes into the world, the difference being that Christ will set aside the world system and bind the prince of it. 

PAES “And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteousness”. 

FER Quite so, ‘in view of righteousness’. There ought not to be much difficulty in regard to salvation. What was salvation in the case of Israel? God had intervened as their Saviour. That is, His rights had been set forth in the blood typically, the people were delivered from the fear of death and brought to God and the power of the enemy was virtually broken. The Egyptian was dead on the seashore, and thus God saved Israel from [p. 122] the hand of Pharaoh and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

RJR In the incident at Philippi what was in the jailer’s mind when he asked, “what must I do to be saved?” 

FER I am sure I cannot tell, because the jailer had no knowledge of divine things at all. I have no doubt his conscience witnessed. His mind was filled with terror, and I do not suppose he could have told you himself; but he knew he was wrong anyway. The apostle says at once, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house”. “And they spake unto him the word of the Lord”. 

Ques Would you say we are not saved till we are delivered from this world? 

FER I think we are saved in the apprehension of Christ, because Christ is salvation. Therefore the apostle says, “I endure all things for the elect’s sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”. When you get to Christ Jesus you are delivered from the world. You are in salvation. You must find Christ down here for salvation. Salvation has no reference to heaven, but to the scene down here. You will find Christ where the early christians found Him. They found Christ in the christian circle. That is where they came into salvation. 

RJR Your thought would be that when the jailer was pointed to Christ it would be in order that he would get the Spirit. 

FER He would get the Spirit, and by the Spirit and through baptism he would be brought into the christian circle, and that is salvation. “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us”; hence the value of baptism was that through it they came into the christian circle, and in the christian circle they found Christ and had salvation. 

Rem And it was really the lordship of Christ put [p. 123] before him. 

FER As an object for faith. 

Rem But they spoke unto him the word of the Lord. 

FER Yes, no doubt. They put the testimony before him, the testimony of our Lord. 

GT Would you be free to say that people are saved now? 

FER Salvation is in Christ, and Christ is in the christian circle, and if people find the reality of the christian circle they will find salvation. 

GT Would you be free to say of yourself you were saved? 

FER It is difficult today to find the christian circle. If we could find the christian circle then I could say we were in salvation. 

JT That raises the question about the individual you were talking about yesterday. 

FER Yes. God has abounded toward us in grace in giving us a little idea of the christian circle; and in the christian circle salvation is found, because there Christ is, and where Christ is there is salvation, and there is no salvation where Christ is not. 

WLP If you have the Spirit consequent on believing, you are secure. 

FER Security all lies in righteousness. If you are in attachment that is security enough. The judgement of God only falls on lawlessness, and when lawlessness is rampant and defined, but if you are in attachment there is nothing to come upon you. How can anything wrong come on those in attachment? The earth stands in relation to the sun and gets all the benefit of the sun. Nothing comes under judgement but that which is lawless. 

WLP I would rather be in that position in my soul than to merely say I am saved. 

FER But then salvation comes in, and in the christian circle where Christ is; you come out of Egypt, out of the world, and you come into what is of God, and that is where [p. 124] salvation is. 

Rem Salvation is not the same as forgiveness of sins. 

FER That is righteousness; forgiveness of sins is not all. Forgiveness of sins is not attachment. There is no righteousness without attachment. You could not be in attachment without having forgiveness, when you are in attachment there is righteousness; but there is another point, that you may be brought into the christian circle where the love of Christ abides, and salvation is there and there only. 

GT Is that being delivered from this present evil world? 

FER Exactly. 

HF Do you not think there is some misapprehension about it, because of the wrong idea of what salvation is? Take the children of Israel as a type, there were different stages in their salvation until they were quite clear. We have often spoken of a person being saved. It meant simply that they were saved so far as the soul’s salvation was concerned. Now the salvation of which you were speaking and with which I entirely agree, is far beyond that and perhaps a good many have difficulty about it. 

FER But I think they mix up salvation and righteousness. Righteousness is what people want and then they will soon come into salvation. What people call salvation is only righteousness. 

JAC Do you think the nine lepers of the ten were an example of attachment. 

FER There was no attachment in the nine. The tenth was attracted and I have no doubt he became attached. The others got the benefit and went their way, but the tenth was attracted. I look upon the tenth leper as being God’s tithe. He would have His tithe. 

JG Would you say a man not walking under the influence of Christ would know little if anything about salvation? 

FER He knows nothing about it. It is no good a man [p. 125] telling me be is abiding in the Lord when he is independent of the christian circle. I judge of people by what they are doing, not by what they say. You cannot trust appearances. Very often people talk to keep up appearances. It is people’s conduct and associations that show what they are. 


Scripture references

Isaiah 51:1-11 (JND) [1] Hearken unto me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek Jehovah: look unto the rock [whence] ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit [whence] ye were digged. [2] Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah that bore you; for I called him when he was alone, and blessed him, and multiplied him. [3] For Jehovah shall comfort Zion, he shall comfort all her waste places; and he will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the garden of Jehovah: gladness and joy shall be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of song. [4] Listen unto me, my people; and give ear unto me, my nation: for a law shall proceed from me, and I will establish my judgment for a light of the peoples. [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust. [6] Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall grow old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished. [7] Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of men, and be not afraid of their revilings. [8] For the moth shall eat them up like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool; but my righteousness shall be for ever, and my salvation from generation to generation. [9] Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of Jehovah; awake, as in the days of old, [as in] the generations of passed ages. Is it not thou that hath hewn Rahab in pieces, [and] pierced the monster? [10] Is it not thou that dried up the sea, the waters of the great deep; that made the depths of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over? [11] So the ransomed of Jehovah shall return, and come to Zion with singing; and everlasting joy shall be upon their heads: they shall obtain gladness and joy; sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Titus 3 (JND) [1] Put them in mind to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient to rule, to be ready to do every good work, [2] to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious, [to be] mild, shewing all meekness towards all men. [3] For we were once ourselves also without intelligence, disobedient, wandering in error, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, [and] hating one another. …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Revelation 20 (JND) [1] And I saw an angel descending from the heaven, having the key of the abyss, and a great chain in his hand. [2] And he laid hold of the dragon, the ancient serpent who is [the] devil and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, [3] and cast him into the abyss, and shut [it] and sealed [it] over him, that he should not any more deceive the nations until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be loosed for a little time. …

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …



LIGHT AND SHINING

[p. 126] LIGHT AND SHINING

Isaiah 60: 1 - 3; Revelation 21: 22 - 27; Revelation 22: 1 - 7

FER It is important to apprehend that the church anticipates morally the coming of the Lord. The passage I read in Isaiah 60, refers to the coming of the Lord and the place of Israel, but the church anticipates that coming. You get another proof of that in the end of Isaiah and of Ephesians. The Lord takes up righteousness for a breastplate, and the helmet of salvation. He clothes Himself with zeal as a cloak, and the helmet and the breastplate characterise Him when He comes. Well, the admonition to us at the end of the epistle to the Ephesians is to take the breastplate of righteousness and the helmet of salvation. In that way we anticipate the coming of the Lord. 

JP So that all that will come into display when the Lord comes is set forth now morally in the power of the Spirit in the church. 

FER And in that way the church anticipates the coming of the Lord. The Lord will have to deal with enemies down here and that kind of thing. We have to meet in the meantime spiritual forms of the wickedness in the heavenly places, and we take up what properly is characteristic of Christ. 

WM Do you think that is because the Ephesians are looked upon as in the full light of God? 

FER I think so, and all is anticipative. You cannot very well understand that epistle unless you see it anticipates the coming of the Lord. For instance, we are said to be quickened together with Christ and raised up together and made to sit together in the heavenly places in Christ. How can you understand that if you do not view it in the light of what is effected in the coming of the Lord? 

WM That will be true actually in the coming of the Lord. 

FER [p. 127] It is in some sense anticipated now because it speaks of it as having been done. 

HF Is that not literally true of christians now, made to sit together in heavenly places? 

FER No, you are sitting on that seat. 

HF I am bodily. 

FER Then it is not literally true. 

HF You mean the full consummation of it will be future? 

FER I mean it will be literally true then. 

HF Is it not true spiritually now? 

FER I was saying there is some sense in which it is true now. It is “in Christ Jesus”; it is put abstractly. It cannot be literally true now, else we would not be here this afternoon. 

JMD One can reach it in the apprehension of their soul. 

FER It is not looked at in the way of apprehension, but of what God has wrought, He “hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”. We have to view ourselves abstractly as in Christ Jesus in order to enter into it. 

CA Would you say it is morally true now? 

FER Yes, but it is looked at as what God has wrought. I think it refers to the place of the saints in the great scheme of His purpose. He has “made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself for the administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ”. It brings out the place God has given to the church in the scheme of His purpose. My only point in regard to it is, that it is anticipating what will take place at the coming of the Lord; the object of it is, “That in the ages to come (not now) he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. It contemplates the church as the vessel in [p. 128] which God will set forth in the universe the exceeding riches of His grace. That you get in the heavenly city. The nations of the earth walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth bring their honour and glory unto it. The glory of God is the light of it. 

HF The heavenly city is the church, is it not? 

FER I think so. 

GWH By the coming of the Lord do you refer to 1 Thessalonians 4? 

FER Quite so. So, too, the Revelation, the last clause I read, “Behold, I come quickly”. 

JT Is that correct, Thessalonians? 

FER Yes, “we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep”. 

JT Would, “Behold, I come quickly”, be the same idea? 

FER I think so. 

HF What is the significance in the helmet of salvation and the breastplate of righteousness? Why the helmet of salvation and breastplate of righteousness? 

FER I think the one hangs upon the other. I think Christ has established divine righteousness. Hence it is He brings salvation to His people, but the point is He is the salvation. Simeon said, “Mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel”. Christ is the salvation, so He has salvation as a helmet. 

HF That is right, but what I meant was why is one the breastplate and the other the helmet? 

FER Because I think by the one the breast is protected, and by the other the head. You could not apply that to Christ, because, of course, there is no protection needed in regard of Him. You must take up the figure in some way that allows it to be applicable to Christ. 

WM And the connection is there between these passages and what we had before us this morning. 

FER [p. 129] That is important. Well, suppose we have got so far, that is, we apprehend righteousness; God has brought in His righteousness, you are placed in attachment to Christ, and brought into the reality of salvation. What has come to pass then is that you are in divine light; the glory of the Lord has risen upon you, you are come into the light of glory, and you shine. That is what led me to read this passage, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee”; it is an appeal. “Arise, shine; ... For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising”. Now, I would maintain that in some sense that must have been fulfilled. As to the actual application of the prophecy, it is what will be in connection with the coming of the Lord to Israel; but there is some sense in which it must have been fulfilled. 

J.T. Why do you say so? 

FER Because I think everything that God purposes in regard of Israel must have been fulfilled in some sense. Nothing of God has failed. 

WM So the gentiles have been revealed? 

FER Yes. 

GR Do you mean it has come to pass in Christ? 

FER It has come to pass in the church in some sense. That is, Israel, in whom this has come to pass in some sense. 

JP If righteousness and salvation have come to pass, why not the rest? 

FER That is exactly my point. 

JP Do you not get in the New Testament, “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts”? 

F.E.R. What for? 

JP “To give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. 

FER Yes. There are two things: “the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee”, and “thy light is come”. Then, “behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people”. All that has come to pass. It was in such a state of things that the gospel first came in. The light of God arose in a sense upon Israel, that is there was something here upon earth upon which Jehovah arose, and on which His glory was seen. “And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising”. 

HF Do you think that was fulfilled before the incarnation? 

FER I think it was fulfilled in the church. 

HF You say there is some sense in which it is fulfilled in Israel. 

FER I think it is in the true Israel. 

JMD That is, the children of faith. 

FER The Israel of God; and it is continued now in the church. 

WM Because God recognises a christian as being a Jew now in a spiritual sense. 

FER If you go back to the church at the beginning there was no gentile there at all. It was a remnant of Israel, but the remnant stood for the true Israel, and what came to pass in the advent of the Holy Spirit was that the glory of the Lord had risen upon them, and the time had come for their light to shine. There was light in the world. The Lord speaks of the church in that way, a city set on a hill. 

JP Would not this verse involve it, “That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ?” The “we” is the Jew. 

FER Quite so, because the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee and the time has come for thy shining. 

JT And “[p. 131] that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light”. 

FER There you get it, “ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 

that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy”. All is come to pass in the true Israel; that is, they have come into righteousness and salvation. You will remember in the beginning of that chapter, “that by it ye may grow up to salvation”. Now the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee and the time of thy shining is come. 

JT There is an analogy between that and John 7, where the soul is in the light of Christ glorified, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. 

FER There is an analogy, for that chapter contemplates the feast of tabernacles. 

GT When does one get the full benefit of salvation? 

FER As soon as ever you like. You do not get it in regard to your body, but you may get the full benefit of it as soon as the Spirit of God can give it to you. 

JT I thought we had the fulness of salvation when our bodies were changed. 

FER You wait for salvation, that is the redemption of the body. You do not get that yet, but you have it so far as the Spirit of God can give it to us, we have it in the christian circle. 

JT Peter takes up the people and points out what they had now. Soul salvation was present to them, and there was to be an effect produced, and that is the virtues of Him that had called them out of darkness into His marvellous light were to be manifested in them here. 

HF Would you not say there were two aspects of salvation in that sense, the salvation of the body and the other that you are speaking of now? 

FER I think so. We are saved in hope because you are looking for the redemption of the body. That is what the apostle says in Romans 8, but then it is equally true that He has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works. 

[p. 132] JT I see the christian circle is a great point, but I think in the mind of many it might be thought to be the little circle that we are connected with. 

FER If I speak of the christian circle I do not mean any little circle, but the entire christian circle. You must take up the idea abstractly. As things were at the beginning of the Acts of the Apostles it was not at all difficult to apprehend the idea. The apostles were preaching the kingdom, that is, Christ, and the effect was that the word was believed, and those who believed the word received the Spirit, and were brought into righteousness and attachment; but then they were baptised and brought into the christian circle, and there it was they found salvation. There is no doubt about that. They were saved from that untoward generation by being brought into the circle where Christ was. 

HF Every believer in the Lord Jesus Christ is in that circle, is he not? 

FER Where can you find the circle? 

HF I do not know. 

FER Evidently it was a circle then known and apart from the world, but the difficulty is to find that now. The world has captured christianity and hence the christian circle is so completely obscured. 

Rem Nevertheless it exists. 

FER That is a very great point. 

AS Is not the church the christian circle? 

FER Yes, I take up the thought from the epistle to the Colossians; it is the circle of the brethren. By this we know that we have passed out of death into life because we love the brethren. Where can you find the brethren? You can find two or three of them, but where can you find them now in any given place? 

WLP You said this morning that the church was submerged. I suppose that would apply to the christian circle. Salvation in coming into the christian circle; is that as individuals? 

FER I go back to what things were at the beginning, 

[p. 133] because you cannot get any true apprehension of things now except in doing that. For instance, if we speak about the day of Pentecost, the point of attraction existed and the apostle preached, but at the same time the christian circle existed; they never went out preaching until the christian circle was there, because God intended that people should not only be brought into righteousness but into salvation. Therefore God provided the point of righteousness and the vessel of salvation before there was any preaching at all. Both were there on the day of Pentecost. Salvation meant in that day being brought out of Judaism and heathenism, and being baptised and brought into the christian circle. 

JP It is simple enough because in verse 40 we get, “And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation”, and then verse 41, “they that gladly received his word were baptised: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls”. The hundred and twenty were the circle then. 

FER They were the christian circle, but at the same time that one hundred and twenty was really the true Israel; and what had come to pass in the coming of the Spirit was that the glory of the Lord had risen upon them. The Spirit was the Spirit of glory, and the glory of the Lord had risen upon them, and the time of their shining had come, and shine they did. 

JG “And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved”, would that bring it before us? 

FER That applies to the saved remnant of Israel whom God provided for, and they were brought into the church. 

JT And the prophets had spoken of the sufferings of Christ and the glory, but they had not ministered these things to themselves but to us, reported unto us by the Spirit of God come down from heaven. 

FER Quite so, the Spirit has brought report of the glory of the Lord and hence the true Israel found [p. 134] themselves in the light of the glory; the glory of the Lord had risen upon them. 

JT And they shone, too. 

FER Yes. 

JSA All that you are saying really gives a very exalted place to the church in the ways of God here, and we have rather lost the sense of it. 

JP And if their shining got them into a little trouble they were encouraged by being told that the Spirit of glory and of God rested upon them. 

FER Quite so. 

JG Would you say we can look back to the formation of the circle in the Acts, and the fulness of it when the Lord comes to take it away? 

FER But the christian circle will no longer subsist then. When the church is seen again (its light has been completely obscured here and the candlestick taken out of its place) it will be seen as the heavenly city. Not as the christian circle, but as the heavenly city having the glory of God and her light like unto a stone most precious. 

GWH I suppose in a day like this, one has to hold the idea of the circle abstractly, nevertheless to be in the power of it. 

FER Quite so, else we set up to be the circle. The working of it is this, that if you apprehend the idea abstractly it controls you, and the effect is this, that you will not connect yourself with anything that is contrary to the circle. If I cannot get the circle I will not go on with what is not according to the circle, and that marks our position at the present time. We do not assume to be the circle. 

GWH So in Colossians 3, you see the thing there and seek to walk in the principles and power of it. 

FER We walk in the light of it. We cannot expect to see the circle because the church has failed and never will be restored, but it is important to remember that the church will come out as the heavenly city, having the glory of God and her light like unto a stone [p. 135] most precious. 

GWH Now we seek to be conformed to these principles and refuse everything contrary to them. 

FER Exactly. There is no book in Scripture which pictures the defection of the church in the same way as the Revelation does in the beginning, in the seven churches. You get the gradual defection and the ultimate ruin of the church depicted. It becomes a subject of judgement, and then you never read a word more in the Revelation about the church until it comes out as the heavenly city. Looked at as a vessel of light, the candlestick is taken away. It has failed as a witness, and yet at the end the heavenly city comes down from God, having the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious. 

JSA The difficulties you were speaking of make it clear that it needs faith for people to walk in the light of that in a day like the present, and that is where the difficulty arises practically. 

FER I wonder how we are going to get on without faith. The present day is a day that requires faith and courage in a peculiar way. 

JSA And that is possibly why attempts have been made to re-constitute a little circle, because there is a lack of faith. 

FER All these attempts have ended in failure. You cannot constitute a circle. 

FC I suppose the apostle Paul saw the breakdown of things, but at the close he can say, “I have kept the faith”. 

FER As we have seen on previous days, our path is intensely individual. You are glad to walk with anybody you can walk with, but that does not alter the fact that the path is intensely individual, and if people come into fellowship with us they have to look to it that they have faith for the path. It takes much more faith for the path than people think. 

JMD So because the christian circle cannot be found they were exhorted to be overcomers in that which professes to be it. 

FER Yes. 

WCR If those come in that have not faith for the path, what happens? 

FER They become discontented and go on discontented. 

W.C.R. Are they any help? 

FER We are no help to them, and they are no help to us. 

GT Do you believe such come into fellowship? 

FER They are there with us. 

JT I like that idea immensely, “Arise, shine”, that is a grand point. 

FER That was the appeal fulfilled in the coming of the Spirit to the church, to the true Israel which was there at that moment, and the church in a way commanded the attention of the world. The world was turned upside down. 

FF It is rather discouraging for young people to hear they have not faith for the whole pathway; they will get discouraged and drop off. 

FER I have no hesitation in saying I would not try and induce anybody to come into the path. 

FF I do not mean that; but for those who are in the path, they generally speak of young people as those who drift away. 

FER What I find with young people is that their attitude is very unhappy sometimes toward those who are there. They are discontented and fault-finding and the ones they do not find fault with are themselves. I know that many read literature that does not profit them. 

GT Why do you mention the young people? 

FER I trust the old people are better. 

WLP What literature have you reference to? 

FER Light reading. Do you think there is no light reading among us? I am certain light reading is sapping away everything with some of the young. When I came into fellowship I had no more light reading. I did not go on any more with music and the kind of things that [p. 137] people are occupied with. I had done with it; but these things are gone on with, and they are sapping the moisture away from the young, and that is the cause of a great deal of weakness among us. If you are going on with Christ there is a necessity for some amount of self-denial. There must be prayer and fasting. It is useless to think you are going on with Christ outside of the camp without it. 

GWH It is not physical but moral fasting. 

FER Moral; it is self-abnegation. The real question raised is, is there truth in things? People go on as though there were no truth in things; the effort is needed to bring under people’s attention, not doctrine, but that Christianity is a reality and vitality. If it be vital, and christians be real, then undoubtedly to be with Christ and for Christ will demand a certain amount of self-abnegation, and people had better make up their minds to it. 

GWH If one is to put on the Lord Jesus Christ they have to make no provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

FER Exactly. 

WLP Then there must be lawlessness among us. 

FER I am afraid certain traces of it. 

Ques Do you say the first verse of Isaiah 60 applies to the saints today? 

FER I suppose the Spirit of glory is still here. 

JP Is it not the same as Philippians 2, “Do all things without murmurings and disputings: That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; Holding forth the word of life”? 

FER But how are you to shine? 

JP Well, you cannot shine unless you are in the light. 

FER You are as dark as night unless you are in the light. You only shine by reflected light, and if you do [p. 138] shine it is a proof that the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

JT The fact that we get light from the moon shows the sun must be somewhere in the heavens. 

WCR Is it not a great thing to let the light shine upon us? 

FER Yes, if you come into the shining of Christ you become luminous, you will not be luminous in any other way. 

GT So the shining is individual? 

FER I do not think so. It is “ye”, the company he is writing to at Philippi. 

HF Then the only way we can shine is as reflectors? 

FER Yes, we have no light in ourselves. 

GR So the heavenly city. 

GT I am not clear as to the company shining if the individual does not shine. 

FER But you must admit that the shining in this chapter in Isaiah is connected with the nation. 

GT Would you mind allowing me to connect it with us now? 

FER I was only connecting it with the church at the beginning, that is, there was the Israel of God at the beginning. The church in the Acts was shining. The shining was connected with that company. 

JT That was like the glory of the former house. That never reappears. 

FER No, but I think the church at the beginning was what God intended, a reflection of Christ. The glory of God was risen upon them. They were in the light of the revelation, and their shining was in their relation one to another. They were taken account of as a company. The company was there in the unity of the faith, and in that way Christ was reproduced and they shone as light. 

WLP That is not true now on account of the failure. 

FER Quite so, that is why the Lord says to Ephesus, “thou hast left thy first love”, and He threatens to remove their candlestick unless they [p. 139] repent. 

JT When there is no hope of repentance then it is a question of the Lord’s coming. 

FER Quite so. 

Ques I suppose shining would be very much like, “Holding forth the word of life”. 

FER But there is something previous, “shine as lights in the world”. Then “Holding forth the word of life”. You must first get shining as lights in the world, and that must be a reflected light; but in shining as lights in the world you hold forth the word of life. 

JP And that plainly involves the relationship one to another. 

FER Evidently. 

JMD What is holding forth the word of life? 

FER I do not know except what it says. I take it they were to hold forth the testimony of life. That brings in another very important point, and that is that in early days the saints were not simply in righteousness and salvation, but in life. Eternal life was understood and they were in the reality of it. The consequence was eternal life shone forth in them. They held forth the word of life in that way. They were in eternal life, and eternal life shone forth in them. 

PAES Would you say there can be no life apart from light? 

FER No, of course not. 

GWH In the early days they were in the conditions you have spoken of previously; rule, atmosphere and light. 

FER All the conditions were there and they abode in them. We have had two before us pretty much; that is, rule connected with righteousness, and atmosphere connected with the christian circle; and they had the third condition, which was light. And they abode in those conditions and those conditions abode in them. The consequence was, life shone forth in them. They were the witness of life like at the end of the epistle of John, “God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son”, and that [p. 140] is the witness. 

CHB Is it possible to have the company shining today? 

FER But the point is you cannot get the company. 

WLP Are we responsible to be in the position at the present time as they were at the beginning? 

FER I think that is what we desire. We want to get back to what was at the beginning. It is the only thing we can do. “Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father”. We can only continue in that which we have heard from the beginning. We have no other resource but that, and if so we shall continue in the Son and in the Father. “And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life”. 

GWH Would you say that what one has to do in a day like this is to be in the power of that which was at the beginning, and at the same time look on to what will be manifest again in the heavenly city? 

FER I think so. You want to get back to what was at the beginning, but there is no hope of restoration as at the beginning, so your mind is carried on to what is coming. 

GR And just in the measure in which these things are true there will be some little light shining out. 

FER That is it. There will be no light in us if we have not in view what is coming. 

GR So even in the heavenly city her light is like unto a stone most precious. Her light is all reflected there. There was no inherent light even in the precious stones. 

FER No. 

FF How can that state of things be brought about? 

FER By getting back to first principles. There are three great principles which are essential to every christian, which we have had before us a good many times. The first rule, the second atmosphere, which we also had this morning, and the third light. You get into these three conditions and you will be like a [p. 141] luminous vessel. 

GWH The atmosphere is the circle pervaded by the love of Christ, and the light is of the love of God. 

FER The light is the love of God in its application to us down here, not in heaven. You get into these conditions of rule, atmosphere and light, and you will be luminous. You will no longer be opaque. 

JP That is why you have spoken of the light in connection with 1 John 4, because it is not heaven, but continues down here in our path of responsibility down to the day of judgement. 

FER Exactly. It is down here you want rule, and the christian circle and the atmosphere, and the application of God’s love to you in your pathway. You want the light of God’s love bearing upon you, and the effect is that your body is no longer opaque, but luminous. You can understand the appeal, “Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee”. 

CHB That is the individual being luminous. 

FER It is, but then you cannot confine it to the individual. What we are as christians comes out only in relation to one another. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. So, too, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren”. 

WM I suppose being in the good of these conditions we become witnesses to the fact that the Son of God is come. 

FER Exactly. 

WM It may be a feeble witness now, and is, but that is the point we are going in for. 

FER Exactly. 

Ques Would it be right to say that those in that circle are under the influence of the One who formed the circle? 

FER I think so. 

JSA Really it is impossible to walk rightly here, so to speak, in the light of God and pleasing to Him, unless you have some kind of apprehension of [p. 142] the circle. 

FER I am sure it is entirely impossible. I think everybody who talks about eternal life, and it has been talked about pretty much, wants to know the necessary conditions. You cannot talk about life without conditions. There is no life existing in the universe apart from conditions, except the life of God. Every angel and man is dependent on conditions. 

WM God alone is self-existent in that way. 

FER Yes. God is independent of conditions because He is God. No other being that ever was created is independent of conditions. Our natural life, our spiritual life, is dependent on conditions; but God has appointed conditions, and the conditions are there, and if we exist in the conditions the conditions are maintained in us. 

JP He has abolished death and brought life and incorruptibility to light. 

FER Yes, by the gospel. 

JT I suppose the shining in the future day in the heavenly city will not be much different from what it was at the beginning. I mean the quality and the kind of the thing is pretty much the same. 

FER Morally it is the same. What has to come out in the heavenly city properly, the light and witness, ought to come out in the church now; but the church will be the great witness in that day of God’s grace. The church will be the perfect expression of Christ morally in that day, so the church is to be the expression of Christ morally now. 

JT I was thinking a moment ago when you were speaking of life that Zion is realised in the church because it is there the Lord commanded the blessing. 

FER Quite so. 

Ques Has service anything to do with shining? 

FER I do not think so. I think shining is that you are in the light. As sure as possible if you are in the light you will shine. 

HF Have fruit bearing and shining [p. 143] any connection? 

FER I think fruit bearing is the consequence of rule. If we are not in rule there will not be fruit bearing, but if we are, fruit bearing is the result. You are married to another, even to Him that is raised from the dead, to bring forth fruit unto God. A wife is brought into rule. She never was in that rule before, but the moment she is married she is subject to the rule of her husband, and it is in subjection that fruit is borne. 

JT Do you mean by rule, abiding in Christ? 

FER Yes, abiding in Christ is that you are in rule, just as the earth is under rule. I was thinking of it in regard to coming under the influence of Christ. Take the influence of the law of gravity, it affects every part of your body. There is not an inch of your body that is not affected by law. Well, the influence of Christ affects us, but it will only affect that part of you that is of God. Therefore it is essential that you shall have Christ dwelling in your heart by faith, and if you have, you will be held entirely under the influence of Christ; but the influence of Christ will only touch in us that which is of Himself, and the point is that every part of us should be affected by it. 

JT Do you mean even our bodies? 

FER Yes, even our bodies. 

WLP Your whole spirit and soul and body preserved blameless. 

FER Quite so, but the great thing is to be strengthened with might by God’s Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your heart by faith. We want that and then the influence of Christ will touch us completely. There never ought to be a moment when Christ is not present to you. If you take a wife whose husband is absent, she has continually her husband dwelling in her heart. So it is in regard to a christian. Christ is absent but never absent from his heart. 

WCR You told us this morning no matter what we did, if it was not done under the influence of Christ it would not be right. 

[p. 144] FER Exactly, but the point is how the influence of Christ is to affect you. It will never affect anything but what is of Christ. The flesh is not affected by Christ. The natural man will be only influenced by what is of himself. The law of gravity affects every part of the body because every part of the body is subject to that law. The influence of Christ will only affect in us that which is of Christ. Therefore it is essential that we should have Christ dwelling in the heart by faith. 

WM The flesh is not subject to the law of God neither indeed can be. 

FER No. 

JMD Would you say a little about Revelation 22: 5, “And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light”. 

FER Natural light is not needed there. 

JMD Where does this speak about? 

FER In the heavenly city, in the age to come, they have no need of natural light. There is no night there. The greatest luminaries of this world will not have place there. They will be eclipsed. One thing that will mark it will be there will be nothing but moral light. 

JT The same thing as we get as regards the church. 

FER I do not think the church wants the help of man’s mind. The mind of man is in itself out of place in the church. That is what the apostle brings out in 1 Corinthians 3. The Spirit of God is there and the light that pervades the church is moral, the light of God. 

GR So that the expression, “there shall be no night there”, means there is no moral darkness? 

FER Yes. 

JMD No ignorance of God. 

WLP The intelligence will be the intelligence of the Spirit. 

FER Quite so. 

WM Do you think man’s mind is essentially unholy? 

FER I think so, that is what I gather from [p. 145] 1 Corinthians 3; where the Holy Spirit of God is, there is no room for the mind of man. 

GWH So there will be two things that will characterise the heavenly city, that is intelligence and love. 

FER And that characterises the church now. “To comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God”. You cannot know the love of Christ which passeth knowledge unless you partake in it, because only love knows love. So you cannot know God if you do not love. 

GR How does mind come in in 1 Corinthians 14? 

FER It is the eye. In divine things when mind becomes anything more than the eye it is out of place. 

GR So that it is really perception. 

FER What I understand by 1 Corinthians 14 is that when you are speaking in the assembly you are not looking at the ceiling, but at those you are talking to, and are conscious that they apprehend what you are saying. 

JS And if they do not, perhaps you had better stop. 

GR Some of them take it in. 

FER I have heard some people speaking as though they were going off into rhapsodies; that is not the way. 

GR “Whether we be sober, it is for your cause”. 

FER It is not the mind of great natural power that discerns things. A man may be very illiterate, and very little informed in the things of this world, and yet, if he is spiritual, he may make great advance in divine things. 

JSA I suppose one cause of the corruption of things in christianity is that man’s mind has been given a distinguished place. 

FER The moment man’s mind became active in divine things, and cast divine things into human forms, divine things were corrupted. 

GT Is man’s mind the enemy of Christ? 

FER I do not know about that. I think the mind of [p. 146] man is put out of court because man is defiled; it is not holy enough. 

WLP Are mind and will the same? 

FER No, I would not say that exactly. The natural mind is more or less corrupt. The poorest person in the world has his mind more or less defiled. We want in divine things to take care that it is not the natural mind in activity, but the Spirit of God, because it is only by the Spirit of God that we can appreciate the holiness of God. 


Scripture references

Isaiah 60:1-3 (JND) [1] Arise, shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. [2] For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen on thee. [3] And the nations shall walk by thy light, and kings by the brightness of thy rising.

Revelation 21:22-27 (JND) [22] And I saw no temple in it; for the Lord God Almighty is its temple, and the Lamb. [23] And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it; for the glory of God has enlightened it, and the lamp thereof [is] the Lamb. [24] And the nations shall walk by its light; and the kings of the earth bring their glory to it. [25] And its gates shall not be shut at all by day, for night shall not be there. [26] And they shall bring the glory and the honour of the nations to it. [27] And nothing common, nor that maketh an abomination and a lie, shall at all enter into it; but those only who [are] written in the book of life of the Lamb.

Revelation 22:1-7 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, [4] and they shall see his face; and his name [is] on their foreheads. [5] And night shall not be any more, and no need of a lamp, and light of [the] sun; for [the] Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of ages. [6] And he said to me, These words [are] faithful and true; and [the] Lord God of the spirits of the prophets has sent his angel to shew to his bondmen the things which must soon come to pass. [7] And behold, I come quickly. Blessed [is] he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.

Isaiah 60 (JND) [1] Arise, shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. [2] For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen on thee. [3] And the nations shall walk by thy light, and kings by the brightness of thy rising. …

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Colossians 3 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. …

Isaiah 60 (JND) [1] Arise, shine! for thy light is come, and the glory of Jehovah is risen upon thee. [2] For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the peoples; but Jehovah will arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen on thee. [3] And the nations shall walk by thy light, and kings by the brightness of thy rising. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

1 John 4 (JND) [1] Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, if they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; [3] and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God: and this is that [power] of the antichrist, [of] which ye have heard that it comes, and now it is already in the world. …

Revelation 22:5 (JND) [5] And night shall not be any more, and no need of a lamp, and light of [the] sun; for [the] Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of ages.

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

1 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] And *I*, brethren, have not been able to speak to you as to spiritual, but as to fleshly; as to babes in Christ. [2] I have given you milk to drink, not meat, for ye have not yet been able, nor indeed are ye yet able; [3] for ye are yet carnal. For whereas [there are] among you emulation and strife, are ye not carnal, and walk according to man? …

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …



CHRIST AS WISDOM AND AS LORD

[p. 147] CHRIST AS WISDOM AND AS LORD

Acts 9: 1 - 43

You will find that there are certain distinct landmarks in the ways of God. For instance, the dealings of God with Abraham were a landmark; so too the raising up of David was another landmark in the ways of God. The same is seen in the New Testament. There are certain things that come out which are landmarks in the ways of God, and what is seen in this chapter is one of them. The point at which it occurs was after the stoning of Stephen. The 7th chapter relates that, and in this chapter we get a new point of departure; it is a landmark. What marks it is that it is the first time, so far as I can see, that we get the Lord interfering from heaven in regard to what was going on down here. All that had been going on, as related in the previous eight chapters of the Acts of the Apostles, had been carried out according to the injunctions of the Lord, given to the apostles. They carried them out in the power of the Spirit come down from heaven. But this chapter is extremely important, for we find the Lord directing things from heaven. It is the first intervention, so far as I can see, of the Lord from heaven. In a sense the link between God and the Jew was broken by the stoning of Stephen. Stephen looked up steadfastly into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus, and witnessed of it and was stoned. The Jews said, “We will not have this man to reign over us”; they deliberately rejected the testimony to Christ, and they avowed their hostility to Him. 

Now, in this chapter everything begins from the Lord in heaven, and it gives great light as to the activities of the Lord; the first is the subduing of Saul, the raising up of the one who was the special instrument of the Lord to the gentiles. Then, in the next chapter you get the [p. 148] bringing in of a gentile. What I understand is that the first phase of the history of the church was passed, and things were to come out now in a new light. This is extremely important, in connection with the Lord in heaven, and is what I want to point out. If you look through the previous chapters of this book you will not find any instance of the intervention of the Lord, from heaven. Up to this point Jerusalem and the Jews had been recognised, but now everything in that connection was set aside; the link was broken, and the starting point of everything is the Lord from heaven. The first chapter of the church’s history has come to an end, and things begin entirely anew from the Lord of glory, that is the Lord in heaven. The apostle of the gentiles is raised up, and gentiles are added, as in the next chapter; that is, the church entered on a new chapter, a chapter which has endured to the present day, for the light that we have from God has come to us through Paul. He was the appointed channel to the gentiles, and the administration of the mystery was committed to Paul; he was the instrument raised up here when the starting point is the Lord from glory. The end of it is the church is to be received up in glory. That is the working of things. 

I want to speak a little now in regard of the Lord; a very important point; and what meaning the Lord has to us. We have spoken a great deal about Christ, but I take up now the thought of the Lord, and I want to put that in contrast to another light in which Christ is presented to us, and that is as wisdom. My impression is that every one knows Christ as wisdom, before they apprehend Him as Lord. I am not now talking exactly of what people believe. What people believe is one thing, and what they apprehend by the Spirit is another; and so far as I can understand Christ is first apprehended as wisdom, and then it is we are led on to know Him as Lord. All our strength is connected with Christ as Lord. We have to “be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might”. He is a fountain of strength to His people, a strong tower. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe”. 

I will speak a little first in regard to wisdom. It is a great point to apprehend Christ as wisdom and I would refer you as to it to a verse or two in Scripture: Luke 7: 35; 1 Corinthians 1: 30, 31; John 6:35; John 6:51; John 6:61-63. I dare say you will not at first see any particular connection between these passages, but I think I can show you a connection as it strikes my own mind. To begin with, Christ is God’s wisdom. The force which I attach to wisdom is resource, and Christ is in that way the resource of God. He is spoken of, 1 Corinthians 1, as the wisdom of God and the power of God. He is the wisdom of God as being the means by which God could put Himself in contact with man in order that God might establish here what was according to His mind, and bring to naught all that existed. It was before the mind of God to establish what was according to Himself here. Christ is the wisdom of God, and the power of God, so that God might accomplish all His will. The will of God could not have been accomplished if God had not found a way to put Himself in contact with man; but at the same time Christ is the power of God for the setting aside of all that existed and held authority over the mind of man. Now in the same chapter we read that Christ is made wisdom to us, that is, He is resource to us, and it is an important point to apprehend how Christ is this. He is resource for man, not that we might accomplish the purposes of our will, because we have no right purpose to accomplish, but He is resource to us to lead us into the way of righteousness. The point for God was to accomplish His will because His will is good and perfect and acceptable; but on the other hand the point, in regard to man, was to guide him into the way of righteousness. You get a beautiful expression in Proverbs 8, “I lead in the way of righteousness”, that is what wisdom says, “in the midst of the paths of judgement: That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures”. If you follow me, you will see how the application of wisdom is very different for God to what it is for man. The point with God was to accomplish the purposes of His goodness, and Christ was His resource to that end; on the other hand, Christ is wisdom to man, because man being lawless and alienated from God, needed what would direct him into the way of righteousness, what would bring him into the recognition of Christ as Lord. Now if Christ is wisdom to us, then what appears to me is that He must be accessible to man and that at every step, that is, that He should come within the reach of our appropriation. If He were not accessible to us, He would not be within the reach of our appropriation. Now this has all come out in Christ down here, and gone up. There are three points at which Christ is available to us; the first is in incarnation, the second is in death, and the third is as ascended up where He was before; at every one of those points Christ is wisdom to us, for He is available to us at each, and He furnishes exactly that of which man stands in need. It would not be any particular wisdom to give man what man does not need. If a man were to bestow on me a million of money there would not be any wisdom in it, because I do not need it and it would not be any real benefit to me. Christ has become available to every kind of man to supply to man exactly that of which man stands in need, and therefore He is wisdom to man. Wisdom is available to us as we apprehend Him at every point, and you see the wonderful grace of God that has made Christ wisdom to us. The apostle says, God hath made Christ “unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”. The first point is wisdom because, as I said, the point of wisdom in regard to us is to lead us in the way of righteousness. 

Now just a word in regard of these three points. The first point in which Christ is available to us is in that He has become man, to bring into the view of man all the grace that heaven could devise. That is, the grace that [p. 151] Christ presents to you as become man, if your eyes are opened to apprehend Him as living bread from heaven. If I say ‘all’, there is nothing left out. There is no grace which heaven could devise in regard to man but was presented to man in the living bread come down from heaven; therefore the Lord Jesus said, “he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst”. The manna that came down to the children of Israel in the wilderness was the expression of God’s grace to them, but that was only figurative; the Lord says, “Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto the world”. 

Men had the opportunity of seeing, when the Lord Jesus was here on earth, the disposition of God toward man. He was like the sun in heaven. He was the covenant of God, the witness to man of what the thought of God was toward him, and it was goodness and grace beyond all bound. You get that idea in the miracle with which John 6 opens, that is, the feeding of the multitude. The five loaves and two fishes sufficed not only for the feeding of the multitude, but there was an abundance over. Now we all know Christ in that light. I am sure every heart delights in the thought of incarnation, the living bread come down from heaven as witness to man of the grace of heaven. While man was as perverse and corrupt and contrary as he could be, serving lusts and pleasures, the Lord Jesus Christ became man that He might be available as food to man. 

The next point is He gives His flesh for the life of the world. I have spoken of His being the expression of the grace of God because man needed grace. The law was no use to man, “the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”. Man in the condition in which he was wanted grace, and that came by Christ. But man was also under liabilities by the judgement of God, and needed not only to get light as to the mind of God in [p. 152] regard to him, but to be relieved of the liabilities under which he was; and therefore the Lord Jesus says, “The bread that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world”. He was about to take up the liabilities under which man was, in order that man might be delivered, and that is the second point at which Christ is available to man. We eat His flesh and drink His blood, that is, we appropriate in that way the grace which is manifest in the death of Christ. 

I go onto another point. What I have said did not meet the case entirely. There is another thing which man wanted, and that is, living water, the Spirit, that he might live. So we get the third point. The Lord Jesus said, “What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where he was before?” Why does He go up where He was before? He adds immediately, “It is the Spirit which quickens”. It was to give the Spirit to man, that man might be quickened. There is no good in the flesh, and Christ bore man’s liabilities not to set man up again in the flesh, but that He might go on high to impart the Spirit to man. I trust you will be able to discern how perfectly Christ is wisdom to us. Read that verse in Luke 7, in which the Lord says, “wisdom is justified of all her children”. The woman of the city who was a sinner was an example. Wisdom became available to her because Christ was there, was the expression of the grace of God, and she availed herself of wisdom, and was a child of wisdom. She availed herself of the resource that was there. Simon the Pharisee was not a child of wisdom. He began to entertain fears and misgivings in regard to the Lord. Christ was as accessible to him as to the woman, but Simon never availed himself of the wisdom that God placed within his reach. 

Now we have all this knowledge of Christ incarnate, the living bread come down from heaven, to express to us the grace of heaven. We have eaten His flesh and drunk His blood; that is, we have appropriated the One who was offered to take up our liabilities that we might be [p. 153] free from curse and death and wrath in the eye of God; and we have proof that He is gone up where He was before, in that He has imparted to us the Spirit, and by the Spirit we are quickened into life. 

There is not one of these points that you can do without. They go to make up perfect wisdom. You could not do without an incarnate Christ because if you had not an incarnate Christ, you would not have the light of heaven. You could not do without the death of Christ because without it you will still be under liabilities; and you could not do without the Spirit, because without Him you would still be in moral death. Therefore in regard to each point at which I have attempted to present Christ He is an absolute necessity to us, but then He is available at each point, and we have all learned to appropriate Him in that way. Now I understand the object of it all is to bring us to the Lord. 

And now I will speak a word or two about the Lord, as the end for which Christ is wisdom to us is to direct us to the Lord. We confess Christ as Lord with the mouth. Christ as Lord presents to us the thought of kingdom; that is, I take it, the idea connected with Him as Lord. As Lord He brings before us the authority of God. Now I am going to say a word or two about the kingdom. I dare say people in this country do not know very much about kingdom, but you may get kingdom under the name of a republic. Kingdom really means government. In a country where we have a kingdom we have a king. Where there is a republic they still have a government. The object of government is this: on the one hand, to provide security for life and property within, and on the other to protect from enemies without. Of course there may be other things that come within the function of government, but these are the two main objects in establishing kingdom. Now in the kingdom of God the same principles hold good. Christ is Lord at the present time, because there is a tender plant down here, and that plant has to be sheltered and secured from evils [p. 154] within, and to be protected from enemies without. That is the object for which God has been pleased to establish His kingdom here. 

I could not tell you how many times the expression “Lord” occurs in Acts 9. It is the Lord from beginning to end, and the Lord was providing for the security of His tender plant. He had it in view. In the beginning of the chapter we see the power of the Lord, that is, His subduing power; there are two things which mark Christ as Lord; that is, He supports and at the same time He subdues. Now I think you will find that in human kingdoms. Human kingdom really means support. There is support in any well-ordered kingdom for everything that is right. Kings are not a terror to doers of good, but a support to what is right; and another object in kingdom is to subdue enemies. Now these two things come out in the Lord: He subjugates and He supports. You get an instance of it in this chapter in regard to the apostle. Saul was a great enemy of the tender plant and would have rooted it up if he could. He hated it, and did all he could against it. He was the apostle of persecution. But the Lord did not intend that that plant should be rooted up. All that was here in the power of the Holy Spirit was very precious in the eye of the Lord, and the Lord protected it, and the way He took to protect it in this instance was in the subjugation of the greatest enemy. The power of the Lord comes out in subjugating Saul. The Lord speaks to him from glory and Saul is subdued in a moment. Very wonderful to think of the power of the Lord. There are many powers in the world that we regard as being wonderful. You get a great navy well equipped; it could do wonderful things in the way of destruction: ships sunk and thousands killed and men filled with wonder and admiration at the power that man has; but do you think all the armies or all the navies of the world would ever have subdued Saul? I do not think they would. He was a man fearless of death. But the Lord did in two or three words, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” There [p. 155] was a power greater than all power and authority of man put together. But Saul had to be brought into the assembly and Ananias was the instrument through whom Saul was to be brought in, and Ananias did not like it. He had heard ill of Saul. Ananias had to be subdued, “Go thy way”. Then at the end of the chapter you find other things. Aeneas is made whole and many believed on the Lord. Dorcas is raised up and so again others turn to the Lord. Through the chapter, from beginning to end, you get the mighty subjugating power of the Lord from glory. One way in which the Lord is presented to us, is as subduing. We get that thought in the epistle to the Philippians, “we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself”. Now that is a wonderful working. The Lord is “able to subdue all things unto himself;” able to subdue a man like Saul, and many another as in this chapter. 

Now I was saying the Lord is using the power and authority which belongs to Him to shelter the tender plant that has been planted here. If you will look at Acts 9: 31, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit were multiplied”. The Lord had allowed persecution to come in to a certain extent. There had been a great persecution in connection with Stephen, and it had been allowed to go on to a certain point, but persecution is limited. In speaking to the church at Smyrna the Lord says, “ye shall have tribulation ten days”. Ten days meant a limited period; that is, there was a limitation to the period of persecution; and here the persecution was only allowed to go to a certain extent, and then the Lord comes in in a most extraordinary way to stop it by subduing the persecutor. You would hardly have thought the Lord would act in that way. 

[p. 156] You would have thought Saul might have been taken away in judgement, but that is not the character of the dispensation. God does not interfere in judgement in regard of man, but works by taking up the instrument of persecution and making him the apostle of the church. Now that is a blessed thought. And the Lord watches over the plant. We are come to the end of the dispensation, but the plant is still here. It is not manifest in the same way that it was at the beginning, but it is still here under the eye of the Lord, and the Lord is still Lord and has still all authority and power; He watches over the plant and protects it, and this is great gain to us. We little understand how much we are sheltered by the good hand of the Lord. Where it is needed the hand of the Lord can come in that the plant may thrive and grow, that the assemblies might walk in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit and be multiplied. 

We all want the apprehension of the Lord in that way; and there is another point, and it is this, there is an application of the Lord to us individually. The Lord comes in, individually subjugating, because He will not tolerate anything in you and me that is contrary to Himself. The Lord’s work is to subjugate every high thought in us, everything which resists Him. But then, we can be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might; He watches over and strengthens everything in us which is of Himself and we can confront everything down here in the power of the Lord. You have no reason whatever to be afraid of anything. There never was a man who was brought face to face with such difficulties as the apostle Paul. He had to stand in the most difficult and trying circumstances, to meet all the power of the world; at the end of his course he could say, “Notwithstanding the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear”. The Lord was here for the sake of the testimony and strengthened the apostle that by him the preaching might be fully known. The apostle [p. 157] goes still further in regard to his confidence in the Lord and says, “And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom”. 

My conviction is this, that we are sheltered by the Lord, and not only sheltered but strengthened. He knows how, in the most unexpected way, to subjugate the power of evil, in our experience we have been brought face to face with the power of evil, I mean collectively, as seeking to walk together in the truth of the church, to difficulties which we could not surmount, and it has been remarkable how the Lord has interfered and has brought down difficulties which appeared to be sometimes insuperable. The Lord watches carefully over that which is for Himself down here. 

I commend to you the study of the chapter. I think you will see the truth of what I said at the beginning. It is a point of departure, but a departure which has continued to the present time. The Lord presents Himself as the Lord of glory, and that is the way He is known to us. Jerusalem is gone out of view. But one word more: it is Christ as wisdom that has directed us to the Lord. It is a most blessed thing that Christ should have come in in that way on the part of God, not only as the wisdom and the power of God to establish all that is of God and to bring to nothing what is not of God, but that He should have become wisdom to us, and that at every step of His course. 


Scripture references

Acts 9:1-43 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. …

Luke 7:35 (JND) [35] and wisdom has been justified of all her children.

1 Corinthians 1:30-31 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; [31] that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in [the] Lord.

John 6:35 (JND) [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time.

John 6:51 (JND) [51] I am the living bread which has come down out of heaven: if any one shall have eaten of this bread he shall live for ever; but the bread withal which I shall give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.

John 6:61-63 (JND) [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life.

1 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours: [3] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. …

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:31 (JND) [31] The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit.



READINGS ON EPHESIANS (1)

READINGS ON EPHESIANS (1)

Ephesians 1: 1 - 23

JT The idea of headship here would be more extended than simply that Christ is head of every man. 

FER It is a different thought. One is what might be called necessity in a way, and the other is more counsel. Of necessity Christ is head of every man. 

WM Do you think the idea of Christ being the head of the body is simply that saints have accepted His headship? 

FER No. He is the divinely appointed head. 

WM But being the divinely appointed head they have come into the good of His headship. 

FER Yes. 

WM It is not that He is head only to the saints? 

FER No. His headship of every man involves the responsibility of man. His place as head of the body does not involve responsibility on the part of man generally. 

JP Here I suppose it is more position in relation to the vast scheme of God’s counsels. 

FER I think so. That is the connection in which the headship of the body comes in. 

GR Is that the thought of head over all things to the church? 

FER Yes, it is the accomplishment of Psalm 8. Headship evidently refers to all things being put under Christ; that is, everything being gathered up in one in Christ. That makes Him head over all things; His being head of every man is a necessary consequence of His having become man. 

GR Does the thought of headship in Ephesians go further than in Psalm 8? 

FER It brings in the additional thought of [p. 159] the church. 

G.R. Things in heaven? 

FER It says, He “gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”. It evidently brings in a thought additional to Psalm 8. 

JP Of course, one can hardly say the church is in Psalm 8. 

FER No, it is being head over all things according to Psalm 8, but it is as head over all things that He is head to the church; “Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”. Psalm 8 contemplated the Son of man, but not His body. 

FC I suppose we get the thought of it in Adam and Eve. Adam was head over all things and head to Eve. 

FER Yes, it is set forth there figuratively. He was head over the inferior creation, and then it was he was made head to his wife. 

JP Her head was the one who was head over all things. 

FER Yes, the effect of that was that it associated Eve with him in his headship over all things, and the same is true in regard to the church. It is associated with Christ in His headship over all things. 

JP But the seeing the position of the church is in apprehending the position of the head. 

FER Yes. 

Ques What is the point of difference between headship in Ephesians and Colossians? 

FER I should not think much difference. It does not take up so much in Colossians, the thought of head there is more the head of the body, the church. 

Ques Then it goes on, that He is the first-born? 

FER Yes, “The beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence”. 

WM Do you not think Colossians gives us a higher view of the glory of Christ than Ephesians? 

FER It presents Him more personally. It is not so much what He is appointed. Colossians does not speak of His being made this or that; He is [p. 160] it. 

WM Would you think the association of the saints with Christ in Colossians would be at a higher point of view? 

FER No, I would not think so. 

JP It could hardly be so because we are marked out beforehand for sonship here, and you could not get anything higher than that. 

WM The only reason I was thinking so is that Christ is presented as man in Ephesians, and as a divine person in Colossians. 

FER But it has been said that our place in relation to God is greater than our place in relation to Christ. 

WM I see, sonship. 

FER We are brought into sonship by Jesus Christ to Himself. That is what the apostle begins with. Our relation to Christ, as man, is secondary to that. In our relation to God, in a way, we are with Christ; that is, He is the first-born among many brethren. We are sons with Him who is above; but our relation to Christ is as His body. It is not that you are with Him, but of Him, “Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”. You could not conceive anything greater than being the sons of God. He has predestinated us to be that before God. 

Ques When Christ delivers up the kingdom according to 1 Corinthians 15, what will remain so far as we are concerned, except sonship? 

FER I suppose it will never alter our relationship to Christ. 

FC You mean as brethren or as the bride? 

FER I think as the church, because even beyond the millennium, the heavenly Jerusalem, the bride the Lamb’s wife, comes down from God out of heaven. 

JP The opening of Revelation 21. 

FER Yes. 

JP That is after the kingdom is delivered up. 

FER Yes. “I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; 

[p. 161] and there was no more sea. And I John, saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband”. 

GR Is not the same thought in the end of Ephesians 3, “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages”? 

FER I think so. 

JP It would be impossible to have a larger scope than in Ephesians, as everything is set in the light of God’s counsels. 

JT Do you think the first chapter gives you the thought of the holiest of all? 

FER What I think is, that if you had not some idea of the holiest of all you could not understand this chapter. If you had not some apprehension of what Christ is for God you could not understand the heading up in one of all things in Christ. The one depends upon the other. 

GWH In that respect is there any connection between this chapter and Hebrews 10? 

FER I do not think there is any particular connection. In Hebrews 10 you go in, and in Ephesians it is the coming out to survey “the breadth, and length, and depth, and height”. There is a certain line of truth undoubtedly which tends to lead you in, but then the point is that, having gone in, you should come out. 

GWH This chapter is a sort of moral consequence. 

FER It is a consequence of the holiest, you could not understand this chapter unless you apprehended what is in the holiest. 

JT Do you not think what we get here is pretty much what is to be apprehended there? 

FER It is rather what is apprehended if you have been into the holiest. But then it is outside of the holiest. For instance, as to the heading up in one of all things; the all things do not belong to the holiest, but you belong to the holiest and you look at them from the holiest. 

JT I understood the testimony regarding all these things now was necessary in order to apprehend [p. 162] it. 

FER They are not displayed, but entering the holiest is the qualification to understand everything on the part of a christian. So far as I understand it, entering the holiest is the qualification for the service of God, and then in that way it is our qualification for testimony. I do not think any one can carry things out according to God except as coming from the holiest. 

GWH Do you get the two things, the holiest and the land, in this chapter? 

FER I think the “all things” refer more to the land of promise, the heading up in one of all things, but the great thing is to know the One who is the head. 

JP You mean by the holiest, the apprehension of Christ in what He is to God. 

FER Yes, to God and for God; according to God. I think the point is to apprehend Christ as the One by whom God can accomplish all the counsels of His will according to His glory. 

JT But that includes all that which will be brought in for God. 

FER You must apprehend that, but all things do not have their place in the holiest. God must look at them from the holiest, and so, too, Christ, but they are not all included in the idea of the holiest. 

JT What is included in the holiest? 

FER Well, I see the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat. 

EW Do you see the glory there? 

FER It is all glory; there is that to be said, we see the effulgence of God there. 

EW I mean the two things in the holiest typically, the ark and the cloud of glory resting on it. 

FER There is the effulgence of God in the holiest. You get something of the idea on the mount of transfiguration. Christ was there and there was the excellent glory. The apostles in a way entered the holiest when they were on the mount; they saw Christ when “he received from God the Father honour and glory, when [p. 163] there came such a voice to Him from the excellent glory”. That gives you an idea of the holiest. 

JT Does the holiest not convey the thought of the testimony of God as to everything whilst things are not yet displayed? 

FER It is the testimony of God in the sense of Christ as the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat. What I apprehend in the ark of the covenant, is that Christ is not only the covenant but that in which it is held; and it is on that that the mercy-seat is founded, by the ark of the covenant God is able to put Himself in communication with man. That is what I think is set forth in the holiest. 

CA I suppose it is that, in order that men may apprehend what God is for them. 

FER I think it is more that we may apprehend what Christ is for God, that is the great point in regard to the holiest. 

EW The glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, is that the holiest? 

FER I think so, the glory of the Lord. He is the ark of the covenant, and the mercy-seat. 

JT When the apostle says here, “Having made known unto us the mystery of his will”, do you not think that, there, it is not yet manifest, but to be known and apprehended? 

FER It is to be known, but the point of entering the holiest is that you may apprehend the One in whom all that is to be carried out. You contemplate Christ according to the glory of God. I only judge that because that was what was found in the holiest. 

JT That is all that the eye could rest upon, not that there were not other things there. 

FER I think so, but what was there? The great point was to ascertain how God was going to make righteousness the rule of the moral universe. 

JT The testimony of the rights of God was there. 

FER I think [p. 164] so. 

WM I suppose the tables of stone set forth typically that Christ would give law to the universe. 

FER Yes, the law was in the heart of Christ, that He might make the law of God be the law of the universe, “The isles shall wait for his law”. 

JT When they went over Jordan the testimony was, the ark of the covenant of the God of all the earth. 

FER Quite so. 

GWH When you apprehend Christ, what He is for God, do you not apprehend Him as the One in whom God has effectuated all His counsels and thoughts, and they will soon be manifested? 

FER You apprehend Christ as the One by whom God will put Himself in connection with everything. 

GWH Would you say that was the testimony which Mr. T. was referring to? 

FER The testimony was the ark; the ark is the testimony, and that is typical of Christ. Christ says, “Thy law is within my heart”. I have no doubt Christ is the testimony, He is the ark of the covenant. 

GR Is not that intimated in that the tables were put into the ark after the first tables were broken, that is, God could not put Himself into touch with man as man? 

FER And therefore He had to put Himself in touch with man in another Man; he puts Himself in touch with man by Christ in order that the law of God might be the law of the universe. 

GR I was thinking of David as a sad contrast, “Although my house be not so with God”. He could not do it. 

FER Quite so. Israel failed and then comes in the ark, and the ark of the covenant is placed in the holiest. 

GR God will put Himself in touch with man. 

FER And not only so, but you get the ark of the covenant. All is founded on the ark of the covenant, the righteousness of God is established in the ark of the covenant. Hence it is that man may be brought into the [p. 165] covenant. The ark of the covenant would not mean much if man were not brought into the covenant. 

WM I suppose in the meantime the holiest is a kind of education for saints before the time of manifestation and display. 

FER It is that we should get the apprehension of Christ before Christ is manifested in glory; you can get acquaintance with Christ before Christ comes out; when He comes out we shall come out with Him; and it would not be very much good coming out with Him if we had not acquaintance with Him now. 

WM So I suppose in a sense there will be no holiest in the world to come. 

FER I think there will be. You get this expression, the Lord prays, “Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me”. They are to be with Him to behold His glory. I take it that is the holiest. 

GR Is that expressed in verses 9 to 12 of this chapter, “the mystery of his will”? 

FER The mystery of His will is the heading up of all things in Christ. 

GR We learn there what God’s purpose is. 

FER We learn the One in whom God can carry out His purpose, that is the great thing in the holiest. 

RJR If we get acquaintance with Christ and behold His glory, is not that entering the holiest? 

FER It is in the holiest you behold Him; it belongs to the holiest; the ark of the covenant and the mercy-seat were in the holiest. 

CA How do you connect verses 10 and 12 of this chapter? 

FER I would not connect the 10th and 12th verses; I would connect 10, 11 and 12. It says, “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ”. 

JP That is, verse 10 is a statement of what God is [p. 166] going to do, and verse 11 shows how we are brought into it, so that we should be to the praise of His glory. 

FER Evidently, verse 12 hangs on verse 11, as verse 11 hangs on verse 10. This question of the holiest is a very important one. There is no doubt that the thoughts of people have been more or less vague and uncertain in regard to the holiest. 

FC Do you think if we were habitually in the good of the holiest it would be a very natural thing to pass into the world to come? 

FER I think so, because we would see everything from that point of view. It is no good attempting to contemplate the world to come unless you get an apprehension of the One in whom that world to come is established. How is it to be all held in unity according to the glory of God? That is the point we want to find out and we discover that in the holiest. 

JT And do you think in a sense that always remains a sort of secret? 

FER It remains a secret to all but the church. The universe will see the effect of the working out of it, but the secret belongs now to the church. 

JT Then verse 10 is what will be made public. 

FER Yes, it will be public that all are gathered up in one in Christ; but the secret of Christ, and of how everything can be held in Him to God’s glory properly belongs to those who get education in the holiest, and the holiest is not entered in a moment; I mean the apprehension of Christ from that point of view is not gained in a moment. It is a tremendous thing. 

JA Does not Christ’s presence in the holiest make a place for us? 

FER We only go there to contemplate, but it is not our place. Never a word is spoken in the holiest. You simply contemplate. 

WM You would admit that Mary was a simple illustration of it. She did not speak. 

FER She was, in a way. I do not think anybody [p. 167] speaks in the holiest. It is a place for contemplation where we are lost in wonder. 

GWH I suppose the effect was that you see Mary in John 12 very intelligent. 

Ques Is the idea of it, “we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father”? 

FER It is hardly the holiest, but it gives you some idea of it. We take up these things comparatively lightly now, but to take up all the threads of a kingdom, to understand what is right in the kingdom, and to know how to maintain it in every part for the good of the community, is no small education. For anybody taking any leading part in politics it requires a great education to understand what would be for the good of the kingdom; how things are to be ordered in order that security may be maintained within, and the proper relations of the kingdom without. Well, but when you take into account not only a kingdom, but a universe! How is the universe to be held together? How is security going to be maintained there and foes entirely set aside? I think all that has to be learnt. 

FC I suppose the only place where we can give expression to what we have learnt in the holiest is in the assembly. 

FER Yes, you do not find the holiest there unless you bring it. 

WLP That would be the state of mind in the individual. 

FER Exactly. 

GR What is the idea in “having a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart”? 

FER I think the great priest is the intermediary over the world to come. 

JT So to speak, it is on our side. 

GR And this is through the veil. 

FER We can only go in by the death of Christ. You cannot know what God is except by the death of Christ, but you get there the glory of God unveiled; the flesh of [p. 168] Christ was the veil, and the glory of God is unveiled, and you can apprehend the glory of God through the rent veil. When the Lord was here upon earth the veil was not rent; but now God has come out in order that we may go in. 

GR I was wondering if there was any thought of our appropriating the death of Christ, that flesh cannot go in. 

FER That is true, but that is incidental to it. The idea of the rending of the veil is on the divine side, for God to come out; and God having come out, in the unveiling of His glory, we can go in; but then flesh does not go in. I think in that way there must be the appropriation of the death of Christ, because flesh never can contemplate the glory of God. It is only by the Spirit. 

GR That is, we must go in in the same way God has come out. 

FER Exactly, it is by the death of Christ that God has come out, and by the death of Christ we go in. We cannot go in by the flesh, only by the Spirit. It is only by the Spirit that we apprehend the glory of God. Where man was ended the glory of God shone out. 

GR Is the body washed with pure water the practical side? 

FER It is being cleansed from the defilement of the world. 

WM I suppose in the world to come, while great benefits will accrue to the earthly people, they will not enter the holiest? 

FER No. There is a universe held together for the glory of God in a Man; and there is a Man great enough to hold a universe together in harmony for God’s glory. That is what the ark of the covenant means. 

WM We learn that now. 

FER The covenant is God’s engagement with man, and Christ is not only the ark of the covenant, but the covenant. The Sun of righteousness is the covenant. 

JT And do you think the idea of the covenant would take in even the covenant [p. 169] with Noah? 

FER I think it takes up everything, but it is purely moral. 

JT Do you not think that God will make good His engagements with Christ? 

FER I think so. 

WM And when you speak of Christ as the covenant do you mean He is the expression of God’s mind toward man? 

FER Quite so, and the mind of God is expressed and established in Christ. For instance, He is the vessel of mercy and the One who communicates the Spirit. It is the disposition of God, set forth in Christ on behalf of man. Therefore, all that Christ has to do in regard to it is to subdue to Himself. 

WM So one can easily see the suitability of His being a study for saints. 

FER I think so. 

WLP Is there not a difference as to our pathway down here? Do we enter into the holiest in our pathway down here, or is there any special time? 

FER I think it is an exercise for any one who cares to go in. It was a saying of Mr. Darby’s that there were many christians in the world who enjoy the light which has reached them in the gospel but who are never exercised to go in to the place where that light came from. 

WLP That leads you to the assembly. 

FER I think so. It is one thing to enjoy the announcement of Christ; it is another to be exercised to go in to where the light came from; that is the holiest. 

WM Do the babes in John give you an illustration of one, and the fathers of the other? 

FER The babes enjoyed the revelation of God, and the fathers the One from the beginning. 

JT What would be the distinction between the holiest and the temple? 

FER I would rather take up the figure of the tabernacle in connection with the holiest. The temple is [p. 170] not in the epistle to the Hebrews. I think one can understand things better in connection with the tabernacle. 

JT I was only thinking of the temple in Corinthians, “ye are the temple of God”. 

FER Yes, but the tabernacle appears to be a greater thought than the temple. 

GWH Is the tabernacle a moral idea, typical of the universe? 

FER Yes, more so than the temple; the pattern of things in the heavens. 

JT I only wanted to know what the significance of the temple is. 

FER It was set up on the pattern of the tabernacle. All the great principles of the tabernacle reappeared in the temple. The temple was a fixed permanent building when the kingdom was established. 

JT The Lord’s body was the temple. 

FER Yes. 

WM In regard to the world to come it says, there is no temple in the city. 

FER Yes. There will be a temple here, I take it. Ezekiel seems to give you that idea. In the heavenly city, the city is the temple. 

GWH Would you say that in the world to come we have the temple and that will give way in the eternal age to the tabernacle? 

FER The heavenly city is the temple. 

WM It says there is no temple therein, that indicates it is a temple itself. 

FER Quite so. It says in Ephesians 2, “In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord”. The church is the temple. There is no need of a temple within a temple. 

JT The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are said to be the temple in the city. 

FER Quite so. 

GR Is it that the church learns everything in Christ, and the world learns everything through the church? 

FER I think so. 

WLP I was going to ask whether being changed from glory to glory is a soul contemplating the wonders of the holiest? 

FER It is the effect of it, “beholding ... the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord”. 

EW Is that preparation for the heavenly city? 

FER I should think so. In a sense we are prepared. 

WM I suppose there is something analogous to the holiest toward the nations, because they learn from the church. 

FER Yes, “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. The kings of the earth bring their honour and glory to the heavenly city, and the nations walk in the light of it. 

JT In Revelation 11 the temple is spoken of as coming into view and the ark of the covenant is found there. 

FER Yes. 

JT Do you think that is the church? 

FER No, I think it is Christ. The ark of the covenant is Christ. 

JT I mean the temple. 

FER I do not know, but the temple of God was opened in heaven and the ark of the covenant was there. I would not like to identify that with the church. 

WM The ark of the covenant being seen in heaven would be a guarantee for stability. 

FER That is it. Everything was secured according to God. 

JT And God was reverting to what He had engaged Himself to. 

FER I think so. 

CA Would you say that the church is the temple at the present time? 

FER Except in the sense in which the apostle speaks in 1 Corinthians 6, “know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you?” 

CA He speaks of them individually, does he not? 

FER He speaks of them collectively first and afterwards individually, “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are”. 

GR Was it not said in Chicago, that when Christ was here He was the temple? The oracles were there, and after He has gone the oracles are found in the church. 

FER Yes, because the Spirit of God is there, and the Spirit of truth is the oracle at the present time. 

GR And that would be fully seen when the city comes out. 

FER She has “the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most precious”. There cannot be any doubt that in the world to come the church, as the heavenly city, will exercise the greatest possible influence, because it will be a vast body, and in it there will not be found one single trace of lawlessness. That is what is brought to our minds in the measurements of the heavenly city. The wall was measured by the angel; the details of the measurement are given. What that brings to my mind is that there will not be a trace of lawlessness. 

GR That seems to give great importance to our learning what is set forth in Christ now. 

WLP Does the world to come take in also what is commonly called the millennium? On the earth there will be sin, but it will be judged immediately. 

FER But the earth will come completely under the influence of heaven. To a large extent men are under the influence of heaven now; that is, of evil influences from heaven. There is not any doubt about that, principalities and powers are in the heavenlies; but in the world to come the church will exercise the greatest possible influence from heaven. It will be in the presence of the entire universe an intelligent witness to the exceeding riches of God’s grace. Every part of the church will abide [p. 173] in its own place. There will not be a bit of lawlessness; all will be in attachment, not one person out of gear, not a trace of the flesh there; all will be maintained in unity; all will be transparent, and the divine nature shine out in all. 

WLP That is how it will be, “To the praise of the glory of his grace”. 

FER Quite so. 

JP It would be a wonderful thing now to find twenty saints in one place perfectly in gear; but what will it be when all the saints are found that way? 

FER See the vastness of it, all bears the measure of the angel. 

CA Do you get an idea of it in the beginning of the Acts when the church was first established? 

FER Just for a moment. 

WM You get an instance in Luke 15 and 16 of people respectively under the influence of heaven and hell. 

FC How do you connect John 2: 19 with what you were saying, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up?” 

FER He spoke of the temple of His body. All the light of God at that moment on the earth was in Christ. The oracles of God were there. 

FC I mean the raising up again, does it refer to resurrection? 

FER Yes, Christ is the temple now, the church is the reproduction of Christ by the Spirit. You cannot separate the church from Christ. 

JT That is the force of the body. 

FER Yes, in that way it is that you are Christ’s body. 

WM And that is why the house is the sphere of salvation. 

FER Because Christ is here. 

JT When you were talking about every bit of the church being in accord with Christ in the future, I fancy we have been taking account of the church too much as [p. 174] a concentrated thing. 

FER The church will be a vast body, but there is no guarantee but that those who compose the church may be sent hither and thither. We cannot tell where they will be sent. 

JT That is what I thought you had in mind. 

FER I cannot say; it may be so. 

WM Would you gather that from the fact that angels were sent hither and thither in connection with this present system and we may be the messengers of good in that time? 

FER I think it possible. 

JT It seems to me a wonderful place the saints are to have. 

FER The theory is about all we have thought of. 

OL There were many princes in Babylon, but they were all under one rule. Is there any probability of our reigning with Christ that we may be distributed as you said before, as a sort of princes, rulers? 

FER One is to be over five cities and another over ten and another over one. 

OL The same thing we find in the time of Daniel. 

FER Yes. 

GWH That does not refer to the Jews in the world to come? 

FER No, it is the servants, one is set over five, another over ten and another over one city. You may be set over ten; if you are, you will exercise a great influence over the ten cities. So, too, one set over five cities will exercise a great influence over five cities. 

GWH It depends on how you exercise your responsibility now. 

FER I think so, largely. 

JMD What do you mean by servants? 

FER It is a time of service now; it will be a time of reigning then. 

JP It is a question of “Well done, thou good and faithful servant”. 

JMD Every member of [p. 175] the body can serve. 

FER Yes. 

WLP The Corinthians were not in their proper place. 

FER The great point is serving; and they were reigning as kings without the apostles. In that day it will be ruling. Ruling is exercising moral influence; that is the idea. The idea people have of ruling is a king sitting on a throne; that is not the idea in Scripture. 

WM It is not arbitrary rule. 

FER It is not that kind of rule. The sun rules. How does it rule? 

GWH You were saying that each one set over a city or a number of cities will influence that city or give character to that city. Is it because he takes character from Christ? 

FER Exactly, he has taken character from Christ in His absence and in that time will give character to the cities. 

OL They come to feast with the King once in a while. 

FER Yes, they are to sit at His table in His kingdom. I have no doubt the twelve apostles will exercise a very profound influence as regards Israel; they are to sit on twelve thrones judging the tribes of Israel. 

JP Do you not think we have been very much hindered in apprehending these things by certain materialistic thoughts in connection with the symbols that are employed? 

FER I think so. We have taken them up too literally, instead of regarding them as symbols. 

WLP How far does that apply to brethren; do you apply it to brethren? 

JT To God’s people generally who have paid any attention to these things. 

WM So it has been taken up as though our occupation would be playing harps, etc. 

PH Revelation 22: 3, “And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in [p. 176] it; and his servants shall serve him”. Has that any reference to that? 

FER They will serve Him, and He will serve them too. We shall go wherever we are sent, you may depend upon it. It is the key to me of how everything can be affected in the world to come, that the church is the great vessel of divine influence. Suppose you had in the world at the present time a perfect kingdom where everything was maintained perfectly within, and where there was such strength and power that it could not be assailed from without; that is, a kingdom governed according to perfect principles of righteousness and equity; good maintained, and no room for evil, and at the same time such power there that it could not be assailed by enemies without. Do you not think that it would have a most profound effect on the world? Other kingdoms would be ashamed of the way in which they go on grabbing, and all that kind of thing. Now when you think of the world to come, what will be the effect of the heavenly city? 

JP I was thinking you were giving a rough sketch of what it will be, because, take Isaiah 11, and all those features you have mentioned come out there. 

FER Yes, the Old Testament pictures how Israel will be on the earth; that is, a kingdom ordered in righteousness and entirely according to God. Perfect security within, and such a power there that they cannot be assailed by any enemy without. 

JP And it says, “to it shall the Gentiles seek”. 

FER Exactly, and it goes on to say, “and his rest shall be glorious”. 

OL Being one with Christ as He is with the Father, does it not mean that we shall be one company together, that the world may know that He has sent Him, one in spirit even as Christ shows out the Father by the operation of the Spirit? 

FER The Lord prays, “And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one even as we are one: I in them, and thou in me, that they be [p. 177] made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me”. The church will be a well-furnished witness in that day. I wish one could make the truth more distinct and plain; I have often thought of how is God going to bring about the world to come. I mean the tremendous change that is involved in regard of all we know. Do you know anything of the discordant elements in this world? How is God going to bring about the world to come, so that everything shall be according to His glory and in unity? I have often raised that question in my mind. The explanation of it to a large extent is the heavenly city; that is, the church, and the immense influence which the church will exercise, because the church is composed of a vast company where there will not be a trace of lawlessness, all having part in the divine nature, so that the divine nature may shine out through them. 

WM Evil will be ashamed and afraid to show itself. 

FER I think so, just as if you could get a perfect commonwealth in this world. 

GR Especially if you could send out some from that kingdom to rule others. 

FER Quite so. That they might be able to go hither and thither and no one be able to do them hurt. 

GR I was thinking of that in Psalm 72, “The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills by righteousness”. The big and the little rulers will be righteous. 

FER It will bring it by righteousness. 

FC I had thought of that state of things being brought in by judgement. 

FER But judgement will do nothing in that way. 

FC I can see the force of what you say.. 

GR But I suppose there will be judgement at the introduction. 

FER God never interferes in judgement until evil has assumed a very definite head. That is; until lawlessness has come out and expressed itself in a very definite head, 

[p. 178] in such a shape that it is impossible for God to go on with it. When that comes to pass then it is that God interferes. 

FC That would be more clearing away. 

FER Yes. 

JSA He purges out of His kingdom all things that offend and them which do iniquity. 

FER “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father”. They shine forth as the sun to exercise a moral and beneficent influence on the whole scene. 

JP You could not have a figure better than that when you think of the influence of the sun. We talk about man’s power, but think of the influence of the sun. 

FER It is, “The righteous”, not a trace of lawlessness. 

EW Do not we get that in connection with Israel, “Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth”? 

FER They will exercise influence. Influence will be given from the top, from Christ, and will work out through the church and Israel to the boundaries of the universe. That is how God will affect things. 

GWH I suppose it is that the saints might be in the light of what you are speaking, that the apostle prays for them in this chapter. 

FER I think so. The great point is to contemplate the position of the church in regard to all that is to come. 

CA You said the place from which you view all these things is the holiest. 

FER You enter the holiest to learn the One in whom all these things can be brought to pass. 

JP I would that we might get that point in our souls, because I think there is a vast difference between contemplating Christ, and having the mind taken up with this, that or the other, however true it may be. 

FER I think so, the holiest is one of the least understood things there is. 
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Ephesians 2: 1 - 22

GR You made a remark in Chicago, that in most of Paul’s epistles the way in which Christ is presented is the key to each epistle. Does that hold true with regard to Ephesians? 

FER I have no doubt that the light in which Christ is presented in Ephesians gives its character to the epistle. He fills all in all. He has “ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things”. So you get in the prayer in chapter 3, “That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith”. 

GR Would you say that the great thought in Ephesians is the opening up of the counsels of God connected with Christ? 

FER Yes. But it is that the church may be here in testimony; the Spirit of God has in view that there should be here a living testimony to God, that what came out in Christ should come out in the church. 

JP So it is, “Be ye therefore imitators of God”. 

FER It is all on that principle. 

GR I was going to say if God gives light it is that it might shine out and not be simply for our enjoyment. 

FER Quite so. It is for testimony. 

JA Do the words, “quickened us together with Christ”, point to that? 

FER All is in view of that. There are three points that come out in the second chapter, the first is salvation, the second is unity, and third is that God is dwelling. 

The saints are brought into salvation, that is the first point, and is seen in the early part of the chapter. Then, in connection with that comes in the thought of unity, and, at the same time, [p. 180] God is dwelling here. 

WM You mean unity in the new man. 

FER Yes, through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. “Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God”. And Jew and gentile are builded together for an habitation of God by the Spirit. You cannot get the blessing until you get unity, and you cannot get unity without salvation. I do not know whether all would quite apprehend this. 

JT I do not think all do. 

JP It is very evident from Psalm 133 that unity comes, and then blessing. 

FER I think the psalm helps. In verses 13 to 18 of the previous psalm it says, “The Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation”. We have the thought of habitation. Then it says, “I will also clothe her priests with salvation: and her saints shall shout aloud for joy”. Then you get in Psalm 133, “Behold, how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! ... for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”. I think you can see the line. 

JP We could not have unity without salvation. 

FER No. The thought of God dwelling comes in, and then clothing Zion’s priests with salvation. David had prayed that her priests might be clothed with righteousness, but God says, “I will also clothe her priests with salvation”. So in Ephesians 2, “by grace ye are saved”, and then unity, “to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby”. The point is Jew and gentile are one, gentiles are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God. Then it is you can realise the thought of God dwelling. “There the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”. The blessing is consequent on Jew and gentile being built together for an habitation of God by the Spirit. That is the line. 

GR Would you say in chapter 1 we have the scope [p. 181] of His counsel, whereas in chapter 2 it is what He is effecting now? 

FER I think so. Chapter 2 is the testimony. 

GWH So I suppose you reach a higher point in the first chapter. 

FER God has made known to us the mystery of His will to head up in one all things in Christ. Then you get the bearing and application of that in the present time in the second chapter. That is salvation has come to pass in a very distinct way, “by grace ye are saved”. Stress is laid on that; and then you get the thought of unity, and of God dwelling, Jew and gentile builded together for an habitation of God by the Spirit. That is, Psalm 132 and Psalm 133 are in a sense fulfilled. The Psalms close with that. 

JT What corresponds with the blessing in Ephesians 2? 

FER I think it is in God dwelling here by the Spirit. When God dwells here by the Spirit the blessing is commanded. Everything depends on God dwelling, so the exhortation following on that in the beginning of chapter 4, is to all lowliness and meekness, forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Because God is dwelling you have the blessing brought in. 

JP It gives the church a wonderful place at the present time. 

FER It is all on the principle that we have had so much before us, that everything which comes out in the epistle to the Ephesians is anticipative. 

JP And it still further confirms what you have often said, that before God brings anything to pass there is always a testimony, and so before there is the accomplishment of these wonderful counsels literally, there is the testimony in the church. 

FER Yes, what comes out in the second chapter is that the church has been taken to heaven in order to fulfil the will of God down here. You are taken to heaven in order that you may understand salvation [p. 182] here. 

JT It is a little peculiar to me that you should get salvation in being taken up into heaven. 

FER I do not think you are fully in salvation until you are taken out of the scene. Salvation, as I understand it in Scripture, comes out in three connections. I think it is first in regard of enemies, then in regard of association, and then in regard of place. 

JT That is very good. You connect place with heavenly places in this way. 

FER I take the type of the children of Israel. They were first saved from enemies, “saved from our enemies, and from the hand of all that hate us”. They were saved out of the hand of Pharaoh; then the next thing was in regard of association. 

JT Where is that in the types? 

FER In connection with Balaam. And the third thing was to be saved from place. The two and half tribes never came fully into salvation because they did not accept the place the other side of Jordan. 

JT But you said saved from place, then that involves another place. 

FER Saved from earth. 

GR Would you say just as we come under heavenly things we are saved from earthly things? 

FER But you are saved from place, that is more than things. 

WM So in Ephesians we anticipate the coming of the Lord. 

JSA And so in Philippians, “Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself”. 

JT So you say the two and half tribes were not saved from place. 

FER They were saved from enemies and associations, but not from place. 

JP Whether we understand it or not, we are bound to own it is plain in [p. 183] the chapter. 

FER You cannot have your eyes open without seeing it. Plenty of people are saved from enemies, but they are not saved from association. They keep up family links, etc., and there are plenty saved from associations that settle down to a pleasant life here on earth with everything around them agreeable. They are not saved from place. What place had Christ? He had not where to lay His head. 

WM You find they are willing to engage in the conflict if an emergency arises. 

FER And then they go back again to their possessions. 

WLP That is practical, being saved from the place in that way. 

FER It is inconceivable having a place here; we know Christ had not one. 

WLP Of necessity we have to have a place here. 

FER I would like food and raiment and shelter for my head. 

Rem And a good house to dwell in. 

FER I would like the house well enough without the garden. 

JMD Why do you object to the garden? 

FER Because the garden is the millennium. 

JMD Is not that a good thing to have? 

FER It is too early. 

JP I see a good thing is to have salvation. 

FER I like the thought of the house because a house may be a scene of beautiful moral order, and that is pleasant under the eye of God, but you may have a house which is not a scene of beautiful order; and a garden most beautifully laid out, and that cannot be according to the mind of God. Because the order of the garden cannot compensate for the disorder of the house. 

JP I was going to say it is almost like having an ox and an ass hitched up together. 

FER I think you catch what I mean. What makes a house is not the mere building, and the arrangement of [p. 184] the rooms and furniture. What makes a house is the order, that is, moral order. 

JP That is what God appreciated in Abraham’s house. 

FER I think so, the wife subject to the husband and the children subject to the parents. That is agreeable in the eye of God. That is the kind of order to present, but if you attempt to compensate for the disorder in the house by the order of the garden, that will not do. 

JT Abraham had no garden, but he had the house; David had the garden, not the house. 

WLP Why do you object to the garden? 

FER Because there is no moral order in the garden. What a christian has to look to is moral order. 

JP It is like the wisdom of a godly woman. 

WM You mean the household, not the building. 

FER Yes, speaking morally, a man does not dwell in a house made of bricks and mortar or stone and timber. The house in which a man dwells is his family. I dwell in my house, but my house is my family; it is there I dwell. The mere building is a matter of very little consideration. In a world like this where there is no place for Christ, I do not think you want to be reigning in the way of the world. I think you want to think about the absent One, and not to imitate the world’s order, what is agreeable in the eye of the world. I think that is a mistake, and I have not seen the people who do it prosper very much spiritually. 

WM I suppose people generally change to a bigger house and better grounds. 

FER If people were wise, they would lay themselves out for spiritual prosperity. I think they sacrifice spiritual prosperity for material prosperity, but it is not wise. 

JT I remember you saying that people do not cater to their own happiness. 

FER They lay themselves out too much for material good and prosperity and never have spiritual prosperity. 

[p. 185] I have no doubt whatever that what tends to real happiness is spiritual prosperity. 

Rem The gain that John wished that Gaius should have. 

WLP Would not the test be whether one’s heart was in any of these things? 

FER But I expect if the heart were not in any of these things people would to a large extent be very simple. I think the Lord would not deny us any reasonable comfort down here, and it is a great thing to enjoy God’s mercies; we had that in 1 Timothy. We do not want asceticism, we get the injunction to the rich that God has given us all things richly to enjoy. But they have to be enjoyed not on the line of the world, but according to God, “That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate”. It is all that kind of grace that the Spirit of God enjoins. The Spirit of God is bent on our real enjoyment. People sometimes get all they wish in connection with the world; and there is an excitement in connection with getting it, but when they have it they do not enjoy it much. They would enjoy things better if they listened to the admonitions of Scripture, that is, to enjoy according to what is really God’s way. 

JT The other extreme to what we have been speaking of would be to become a monk or a nun. Piety would correct that. 

FER It is a very poor thing not to enjoy God’s mercies, but the point is what is the real enjoyment of them. I think the Spirit of God marks that out. 

JT You mean in 1 Timothy? 

FER Yes. 

WM Do you mean that the moral danger might be in having things in the way of proprietary possession? 

FER That is the dangerous thing for most of us; but to get back, it was the question of salvation which brought this up; we spoke of three points of salvation. The first from enemies and the hand of those that hate us, the next from association, and the [p. 186] third from place. 

JT It is quite clear to me. 

FER For instance, in Luke 2, it is salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us. That is clear enough, and, “who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love: in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins”. Evidently, there is deliverance from enemies. Then the next comes out in Titus, “he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit”. That is salvation from association. 

JP It is what was spoken of the other day in Plainfield, the christian circle, where the love of Christ pervades everything. 

FER And in that way you escape from the world, from association. Then the third is, having put you in heavenly places in Christ; he says, “by grace ye are saved”. 

JT That is a kind of explanation of what goes before. 

FER I think so. When the people got into the land, in a sense they were saved. 

JT It was grace that put them into the land. 

FER Quite so. 

WM So it is salvation as connected with place that we have in this chapter. 

FER I think so. 

GWH But it presupposes salvation from the other two things. 

FER Yes. 

JMD What do you mean by salvation from place? 

FER It involves this, that you have another place. I am not saved out of one place until I have another place, but if I have another place I am saved from the place in which I was. 

Rem A man that is saved in the threefold sense is a man that is ready to go to the Lord, to die or to meet Him in the air. 

FER But the secret of it is, you have your place in God’s world. That is what people want to get. If I have my place in God’s world, I am saved out of my place in this world. People cling to their place in this world tenaciously, especially if they have means. The effect of means is to attach people to this world, but the antidote to it is not to take away the means but to give them the light of their place in God’s world. Then it is you are prepared to surrender your place in this world. 

JT And your place in God’s world is indicated here. 

FER Quite so. He hath “made us sit”, not stand. It is your place. He has given you a seat there; that is your place in God’s world. 

YL You find salvation in its threefold character in the christian circle. 

FER That is more the second step. The third step is in the apprehension by divine teaching of our place in God’s world. 

WM What connection would there be in our place in God’s world and that set forth in 1 John 4, where we dwell in the love of God? 

FER That is more a question to my mind of light, not of place. I think you want a place. 

JP Because in 1 John 4, we are viewed in our pathway through this world. 

FER Yes, the day of judgement, not heavenly places, comes in there. I think people want a place. The Lord said, “I go to prepare a place for you”. I do not think people will be prepared to surrender one place until they have another, but if you have that place you will be prepared to surrender this place. You will find many among us in each stage. You will find many, undoubtedly, delivered from the fear of enemies. “Delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”, but I doubt whether they have all reached the second step. They are detained by associations, family links, and friends. But if they have escaped that, I can understand some detained by the place they have here. 

JP [p. 188] This is the largest presentation of salvation I have ever heard of. 

FER But do you not think it is true? 

JP I do, indeed. 

FER When Israel were delivered from their enemies, they were drawn into idolatrous associations by keeping up worldly links. That is where the Corinthians, too, were. The danger was association. It is what brought them more or less into the acknowledgement of the god of this world. But even when Israel had escaped association some came short of the fulness of God’s salvation. 

JP It is perfectly plain to me. 

FER It is as true as anything can be that if you want to get salvation in the fullest sense you must accept the change of place; that is, in the apprehension of the place which God has given to you in His world. 

WCR Did you not say in Indianapolis, the higher up a man gets in this world the nearer he is to the god of this world? 

FER It was not my saying, it was that of an old brother. 

YL What are the enemies? 

FER I should think Satan. “Who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”. It is a very real thing to be delivered from the authority of darkness. 

GR I was going to say, if these three things were true of us, it is not simply a question of our going to heaven to be with the Lord, but of being witnesses here. 

FER That comes out in this chapter in what is extremely important in the ways of God, and that is unity. Unity means that the will of God has place. All discord and disunion is because of other wills working, and if the will of God has place then you get unity. Hence unity is a testimony to the will of God having place. 

JT There had been at least two wills, that is, a gentile will and [p. 189] Jewish will. 

FER Unity can only be brought about by the surrender of every human will. If you have twelve men you have twelve wills, and until all those twelve wills are gone, and those twelve men are governed by one will, you cannot have unity. 

WM I think you said the twelve patriarchs were brought into unity in the presence of Joseph, type of the risen Christ. 

FER I think they were, and what is spoken of in Psalm 133 undoubtedly has strictly reference to the twelve tribes. 

Ques Is that the force of the Lord’s expression, that they may be one? 

FER Yes. 

JSA Do yon think it would be going too far to think there might be some expression of unity in the three persons of the Godhead? 

FER I think it is the unity of the Father and the Son in the Spirit. 

JT That is, when it says, “God is one”, it is not simply it is one Being, but it is unity. 

FER So, “I and the Father are one”, and everything will have to be according to that, now that God is revealed. Everything will have to be brought into unity. The very first testimony that God gave after creation was unity, “They twain shall be one flesh”, Matthew 19: 5. 

GWH Do you see salvation illustrated in Abraham’s life? and the testimony of it was that he walked as a stranger, a pilgrim down here. Is it a clear illustration? 

FER Yes, I think it came out in that way. 

JT He had the light of another world. 

FER But what comes out now could not have come out in Abraham. Abraham was a heavenly man, and so a pilgrim and a stranger, but you could not get unity in connection with Abraham, nor could you get exactly the thought of salvation. 

WM Would he not be marked morally by the power [p. 190] of that? 

FER Quite so. He came out of the world, left country, kindred and father’s house. 

JP What impresses me is the perfect spiritual order of things in christianity. 

FER You may depend upon it, there is a divine order. There is a way of salvation in completeness; by salvation you can get unity. 

JP And you get it without an effort; it is not that you try and get unity. 

FER “For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father ... and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone”. For the first time God has brought unity about, not in the twelve tribes, like in Psalm 133, but in Jew and gentile. 

JP And so here he goes on to say, “by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works”. That is the will of God. 

EW Would you say salvation, as you are speaking of it now, is that which properly prepares us to take our full place in the assembly? 

FER It is that which brings unity about, “we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father”. That is where you get the assembly. Then you get again, “ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God”. 

JT In the beginning of the Acts there is a kind of an illustration of what you have been saying. They were delivered from the power of the enemy, and further there was unity in the company. 

FER Unity was their testimony. 

JT And then they were willing to give up place, for those who had possessions sold them. 

FER Yes, Barnabas had a place and sold it. 

JT Barnabas was a good man, full of the [p. 191] Holy Spirit. 

FER Yes, he had a possession and sold it. I have no doubt that the work of the twelve apostles was to found the heavenly city. They had not to do Paul’s work, or Paul their work, and those who were saved through the apostles’ efforts were taught that they had a place in the heavenly city. That is plainly the case, because in the foundations of the heavenly city are the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Paul is not found there because at that time Paul was persecuting. Those who were converted through their preaching learned the place that they had in the scheme of God’s purpose. They apprehended that, and the effect of it was they gave up their place here. Barnabas being a Levite having land sold it. Where do you find people doing that now? Not often. 

PCR Is it possible to do it now? 

FER I do not want to own any land. 

Ques Does one at any time, even after he has exchanged his place, occupy a place of jeopardy? 

FER You are never out of danger so long as you are down here. 

Ques How will you account for Barnabas? 

FER He never got his land back. He went back for a moment to his kindred and retired from the testimony, but then he was recovered, and Mark too. They both got cloudy for a time, but were restored. 

GWH Why do you say you would rather not own land? Is it because it is a practical denial of your Lord being rejected? 

FER What does the Lord mean by Luke 12? “Sell that ye have, and give alms”. 

Ques What if some one would leave us some property? 

FER I cannot tell you what you should do. I can only speak for myself. 

WM It is a question entirely of devotedness to the Lord and spiritual wisdom from Him. 

FER And of faith too. Unless a man acts in faith, it is not worth doing [p. 192] anything. 

FC You do not think what we get in the beginning of Acts is to be imitated, but it shows the effect of grace on them, and we may ask ourselves how much does grace affect us? 

FER That is right. 

JT Now as regards the will of God down here, you think all that comes out in the end of the chapter. 

FER Yes, the church has a peculiar place in the present interval. It fills the interval between the time when certain things were foreshadowed, and the literal fulfilment of these things. You get certain things foreshadowed in connection with Israel. For instance, in the case of Israel, salvation and unity are foreshadowed and the dwelling place of God. They were delivered from the power of Pharaoh, then there were the twelve loaves on the table of shewbread; there was unity, and at the same time God was dwelling there. You get these things foreshadowed, but hereafter all will be literally fulfilled down here in connection with Israel. They will be delivered from their enemies, even from the Roman enemy, and the twelve tribes will dwell in unity, and God will dwell among them. All that will come to pass, but in the meantime all that is taken up in the church, which does not belong to earth at all, so you get salvation and unity and God dwelling here. The church fills up the interval. 

JT And the point is that the thing is presented in a living way in the saints in the way of testimony. 

FER That is the testimony. People might naturally say, well, really, everything that God purposed has failed. Look at Israel. You see no salvation nor unity about them whatever, and you do not see the temple of God at Jerusalem. It is a heap of stones; people would say all has failed, but it has not failed. God has brought it about in another way; that is, He has brought in salvation and unity in which the Jew has his place with the gentile, like one flock in John 10, and Jew and gentile are built together for an habitation of God by the Spirit; that is, 

[p. 193] God is dwelling here. Nothing has failed. Then what was foreshadowed in Israel will be literally fulfilled hereafter, there will come the Deliverer out of Zion and He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob, and the twelve tribes will be restored. You remember the burden of the prophets, Jehovah dwelleth in Zion, Jehovah in the midst of thee is mighty. You get that burden continually. 

JS And is the hope of Israel maintained in the church? 

FER Yes. The church is brought in in the meantime, though it does not properly belong to earth, in order to maintain the position on earth. 

JT And when the period of testimony is over it goes up to heaven. 

FER “Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father”. Its own proper place is heaven, and there it will shine like the sun. 

JP What a wonderful place for the church at the present time. If we only had the apprehension and sense of it in our souls, it would operate to make the seeking of anything in connection with the order of this scene very contemptible. 

FER I think it would all fly. 

JSA But on the other hand the worldly associations of which you were speaking are actually a hindrance to the apprehension of what it is. 

FER I think so. 

WM I suppose God has secured in the church that not one principle should be lost. 

FER Everything is maintained. The one flock is maintained, and every principle which really ought to come out in Israel. The church is not properly a flock, and a shepherd is not exactly the relation with which Christ stands to us, but it is in that place for the time being. 

WM So that all explains the kind of parenthesis that we occupy. 

FER Yes, and here we are filling up the interval to be [p. 194] here for the will of God, zealous to maintain in reality everything that God has foreshadowed, so that nothing should lapse. 

WM So you think this morally qualifies the assembly to be the vessel of instruction in the time to come? 

FER Yes, it will shine as the sun. It does not shine exactly as the sun now. The sun is not exactly on earth. 

JP Because things we know now as a matter of intelligence will be matters of public administration. 

FER And really of public glory. “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. 

JP Because as to character, God is not going to bring in anything different. It is what is now maintained in the church. 

FER And you can understand from the position the church occupies now that it is qualified to shine as the sun in the kingdom of the Father. 

WM Do you think that God and not Christ is the prominent idea in Ephesians? 

FER Yes, because everything must go up to God in result. ‘Glory all belongs to God’. In a sense Christ may be prominent, as in Colossians, but everything must go up to God, and you must remember, after all, that Christ is God. 

JSA But looked at as the Christ, the head of Christ is God. 

FER As man, but He is God over all, blessed for evermore. 

WM So you cannot speak of God without taking in Christ. 

FER No, it would be ruinous. Well, I think it makes our place down here very simple. One great point to maintain is the power of the Spirit, so that we can go on together in unity. The first thing is to accept salvation, and the reality of it in the place which belongs to us in the scheme of divine counsel. We want to get the light of that and then seek to maintain unity; to retire into the [p. 195] region of the Spirit, and there you will be able to maintain unity, and not outside of it; it is like the precious ointment that fell down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard. We want to get into the precious ointment, so that unity may be maintained here and the presence of God accepted; Jew and gentile builded together for an habitation of God by the Spirit. 

JP It is a wonderful thing that the domain of the Spirit remains. 

FER Yes, the precious ointment is there. It was poured on the head of Aaron and it ran down to the skirts of his garments. We get into the domain of the Spirit, and that means unity. 

The effect of it will be seen in lowliness and meekness, forbearing one another in love, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

WM The Spirit is the Spirit of Christ; He was meek and lowly. 

FER Quite so. 

JMD You spoke of testimony, what is the difference between testimony and witness? 

FER None at all. It is a wonderful thing that God intends to bring in unity in the whole creation, instead of a disjointed condition of things. He will pour out His Spirit upon all flesh, and that will certainly bring about unity. 

JP That very expression shows that all the results that will be reached then will be reached by the power and energy of the Spirit, just as they are now. 

FER So through one Spirit we have access to the Father. 

JP It is wonderful to see how unity is manifested in this chapter. 

FER And so through Scripture. It is remarkable to me that the first witness that God gave in creation was unity. They twain were one flesh. It was not good for man to dwell alone and God provided a helpmeet for him. 

JP [p. 196] I believe there has been a great pressure brought to bear to help us to give up the thought of it. 

FER It is true. 

JS I suppose Satan is bent on bringing in confusion. 

FER Yes. 

YL I suppose you would say externally there is very little sign of unity today. 

FER How do you think the loss of it was brought about? I think I can tell you, they lost salvation; they began by losing the sense of their place in the counsels of God. They left their first love. The assembly ceased to understand the place it had in the divine counsels, to sit in the heavenly places in Christ. The next step was that they came into worldly associations. The world was let in, and being brought into worldly associations, another thing came in and that is the influence of the god and prince of this world, so that they came under the power of their enemies. They made terms. I do not know if you remember what the Lord said at the end of Luke 14. They sent an ambassage and desired conditions of peace. 

JS And that is all outside of the region of the Spirit. 

FER Yes. I think you can see how things were lost. 

JP And they began at the top. 

FER They lost their place, and then separation, and they came more or less under the power of the god of this world. 

JSA And if I understand it aright, the recovery of these principles within the last century began with the separation of that which concerned the church from the things that belong properly to earth. The truth that came out, in prophetic study, for instance, had that particular object in view. 

FER I think so. 

Ques Is unity the fruit of the Spirit? 

FER It is entirely the effect of the Spirit. There is no unity apart from the precious ointment on the head of Aaron. It is the effect of Christ going up on high and [p. 197] receiving the Spirit that He might be anointed with the Spirit. It is all brought out in the Acts of the Apostles. 

JP You never can improve on the language of the Spirit of God. 

FER The extraordinary perfection of scriptural language is astonishing. It strikes one more and more. 

JP “Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity”. “It is like”! 

FER Yes. 

Ques You spoke of everything at the outset. What is the end of it? 

FER It is that God brings Himself near to man in favour, so that man, instead of being in the sense of being forsaken of God, realises that God is near to him in favour; and in that sense there comes in “life for evermore”. There is a remarkable expression, “a moment is passed in his anger, a life in his favour”. 

JP And I was thinking, too, in the same connection it says, “I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new”. 

FER Is not that a comment on the expression, “there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”? No more death nor sorrow nor crying. The tabernacle of God is with men. 

JP And so in Ephesians you have the ground because you have the habitation. 

FER And the steps to it; salvation and unity; salvation is dependent on the heavenly city. It is that that brings salvation in in the fullest sense. 

WM You spoke of three steps when you were in this country before, reigning, dwelling and blessing. 

FER [p. 198] Yes. He must reign that He may dwell, and He must dwell in order that He may bless. These are the three great thoughts in the Old Testament. Blessing in Abraham, dwelling in Israel and reigning in David; the thoughts come out progressively; but when they are accomplished they come out in the opposite direction. You could not get God dwelling if there were not the kingdom. The kingdom must be brought in first, then when God dwells, His dwelling brings in blessing. 

WM He could not bless apart from the dwelling. 

FER Quite so. Then it is you get life for evermore. ‘It is a day in Thine anger and a lifetime in Thy favour’. 

GWH It is a most wonderful thing to look on and to see such a condition of things to be brought in soon, and to be in the light of it now. 

FER And you want to be in the light of God’s testimony as far as you can. 

JSA It is the one thing that will enable you to stand in the present day. 

HT If we are in the good of what we have been talking about this afternoon our thoughts would be very little here. 
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Romans 3: 19 - 31

FER I had not thought to take up the epistle in detail, but a few leading thoughts. We could have read any other portion, but every epistle takes its character from the particular light in which Christ is presented. That is, in every epistle Christ is presented in some particular light, and the epistle takes its character from that light. That is the key to the understanding of every epistle. 

GWH I believe you said elsewhere that in this epistle He is presented as the mercy-seat. 

FER Yes, because the great point all through the epistle is the first principles of the knowledge of God. It is not the setting forth of the gospel. The gospel may come out in it, but that is not the object exactly, but the point of the epistle is to instruct believers in the first principles of the knowledge of God, and hence Christ is a mercy-seat to declare God’s righteousness, because that is the first principle of the knowledge of God so far as man is concerned. 

JP And you mean by God’s righteousness what you have spoken of as the rights of God in mercy. 

FER Yes; redemption. He hath set forth Jesus to be a mercy-seat, through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness, that is, the righteousness of God is declared in redemption. I think there are two great things that come out in the two chapters if you take chapters 3 and 4 together. One is the righteousness of God, and the other is the power of God. 

JP That is witnessed in raising up Jesus our Lord from the dead. 

FER Yes; take it up in contrast to Israel. Israel were taken up in a way to declare the righteousness and the [p. 200] power of God. That is what God intended Israel to be a witness to, but they were not that. I do not know if you have noticed the passage in Isaiah 26: 12 - 19. That is what comes to pass in regard to Israel, they have been with child, they have been in pain, they have, as it were, brought forth wind; they have not wrought any deliverance on the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. Instead of being a witness to the righteousness and power of God they have been the contrary; that is what we get in Romans 3. 

JP And they will at last answer to the mind of God, but in the meantime they broke down. 

FER Quite so. 

WM And in Christ we get the present contrast to that in righteousness and power. 

FER Yes. We know that whatsoever God doeth, it shall be for ever. 

JP I was thinking of that second verse of Isaiah 26, “Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which keepeth the truth may enter in”. In the day to come they will answer to God’s mind through His work in them. 

FER It is immensely important that as things are, God’s righteousness and power must be really the foundation of everything, because there is the assertion of man’s rights. We have not to do with a universe where there is no evil, but in this present universe there is the assertion of other rights and of other power. That is what we have to contemplate. Man asserts his rights. Satan asserts his rights in a kind of way. So, too, on the other hand, there are enemies; death asserts its power; the enemy asserts his power. There are rights and powers asserted in the universe which are not of God. 

JSA And God must ultimately prevail. So it is a great mercy that He has been pleased to make Himself known now. 

FER Quite so. Then in Israel God came in to raise up a witness to His righteousness and power. Israel had to confess that they were a witness to neither, “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags”. They never declared the righteousness of God. If they could have kept the law they would have declared it. Then again they failed entirely in power. So in the passage I read, they have to confess, “we have not wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen”. 

JP I suppose what took place in connection with the fall of Jericho was only a sample of what God intended — that there should be a display of God’s power. 

FER But then it fell by Israel; through the priests with the rams’ horns. There was a momentary display of power, but it all came to nothing. They were overcome to a large extent by the inhabitants of the land, and carried away captive eventually to Assyria and Babylon; the inhabitants did not really fall. 

JP But rather they fell by the inhabitants really. So, too, in regard to the other point, if they could have kept the law they would have been witnesses to the righteousness of God. It would have had its place in them and they would have been witnesses to it, for the law was the expression of God’s righteousness, and if they had kept the law they would have been witnesses to the righteousness of God. 

WM Do you think the question of righteousness must be the first thing spoken of in the mercy-seat? 

FER Yes, because there is lawlessness here. Lawlessness has come into the universe and therefore God intended to raise up Israel as a witness to His righteousness and power. 

WM But when that actually comes out, it is not in relation to Israel simply but to the world. 

FER Israel were to be witnesses to the whole world. Israel were never intended to be shut up to themselves. 

JP And so with the temple, the Lord said it was to be a house of prayer for all nations. 

FER Yes; Israel were not to be altogether shut up to themselves. They were to be a witness for the whole [p. 202] world and a witness also of power as against the enemies of God, as Mr. P. was saying they were at Jericho. 

JP So there was in Israel a distinct foreshadowing of what is now in Christ. 

FER Yes; God comes out with a real witness. 

JP And what you were saying is a great point, because it maintains in our souls the unity of God’s ways and shows the connection between the present and the past. 

FER Quite so. God foreshadowed what He intended to set forth, but Israel were incapable; then God comes out, and in Christ you get the witness of His righteousness and the witness of His power. 

JSA Do you mean it was always the thought of God to make Himself known in the world in and through man? If so, it becomes extremely important for us now, if we have any knowledge of God, that we should set it forth actually and really. 

FER I think so. But then it is declared in Christ. You have not got the church now on the footing of Israel, because the church stands in attachment to Christ, in connection with Christ, though of course the element of responsibility comes in in connection with the church, but the church is not in the position of Israel. Israel stood in a kind of way on their own legs. They were not brought into attachment like the church. They had not the Spirit of Christ. That is what has come to pass in the church, so that the position of the church is very different from that of Israel. 

WM Do you not think in a certain sense that Christ took the position of Israel? He was God’s Son brought out of Egypt, and these principles were set forth in Him perfectly. 

FER Yes. 

GWH Israel completely broke down, and in Christ everything was maintained. 

FER Yes, but what I would like to get hold of is the importance of these things in regard to our knowledge of [p. 203] God. Because if we are defective you may depend upon it we are defective in the first principles of the knowledge of God. 

GWH That is righteousness. 

FER And power, because everything in the world makes it appear as if lawlessness were in the ascendant and God was weak. For instance, everything is dominated by death. Death is the greatest power we know of here. Sin and lawlessness prevail in the world even in such a splendid country as America. 

GWH Is there not at distinct relation between salvation and righteousness? 

JA I have heard you say that if you look simply at the world as it is, that you would draw the conclusion that the One who made it is either powerless or evil. So it is a great thing to get the knowledge of God. 

FER So far as God is concerned, everything around us looks like lawlessness on man’s part and weakness on God’s part. People give themselves up today in a kind of way. They give themselves up to lawlessness and accept death as inevitable. Their effort is to keep it from them as long as they can, and as long as they have the opportunity they will be as lawless as they can. They will do their own will defiant of God. 

WM And yet righteousness has been established and death overcome. 

FER That is the point for faith. God has come in to witness His righteousness and at the same time His power. 

WM But it is all by faith. 

FER Yes; that is the foundation on which we stand in our souls. 

LPT Speaking of God’s power, what do you mean? 

FER It is set forth in the resurrection of Christ, We believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. That is the great witness of divine power; the greatest act of divine power that ever has or ever will be [p. 204] exercised. God has broken through the power of the enemy and raised up Jesus our Lord, and He is the witness and the vessel of the power of God. He is spoken of as being the power of God, but He is also the witness of God’s power, and He has been raised again from the dead, so that what faith has in Christ is the witness both of God’s righteousness and of His power. I do not care what I see around me; that does not trouble me at all, because I look at Christ and I see in Him the righteousness and the power of God. 

JP And you are really in the light of that. 

FER Yes; and the practical result is this, that you can in all your conduct act in reference to God, and you do not fear evil. That is really salvation. 

JSA And faith is the conviction of things not seen. You do not see it outwardly, but you know it is there. 

FER Yes. I think the way God took in regard to Israel was this, ‘I am going to put a witness in the world’. He had given promises previously, but He did not establish a witness, but in Israel was virtually stated, ‘I am going to establish a witness, I will have a witness to My righteousness and power’. He took them out of Egypt and His power was set forth in that way. He brought them to Himself through the Red Sea, and then Jericho fell before them; they were a witness of His power, and at the same time had they kept the law they would have been a witness to His righteousness, for this reason, that God would have had His rights in the people. 

LPT They broke down. 

FER Quite so, and God put them aside. Now God says, I will declare My righteousness and power in another way. I will set forth Christ. He shall be the witness of My righteousness and I will raise Him again from the dead so that He shall be the witness of My power. That is what God will have in the world. 

JA It is really wonderful. God sends Christ among the people, and the result was they would not have Him, 

[p. 205] so that Christ after the flesh could not bring pleasure to God as regards man, so He brings in righteousness in His own way. 

WM It is a remarkable thing that God presents these things to faith, when the present course of things remains unchanged. 

FER Else there would not be any place for faith. Faith comes in when the course of things is not changed, but the testimony of God comes in to give you a foundation. Instead of all you witness around, you have the proof and evidence of God’s righteousness and power, and they are the foundation in the soul of every believer. If a believer has not the sense of that, he has no foundation, because he is more or less under the influence of all that is around. Like Israel in Egypt, he is in bondage to the world. 

JSA And faith penetrates behind the veil and what is seen naturally, and it reaches that which is actually true before God. 

WM It is remarkable that the very first principles of the gospel in that way would deliver you from the world and its principles. 

FER I think so. 

GWH I suppose that is the meaning of Romans 10: 9, “if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved”. 

FER Quite so. “For with heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation”. You confess Christ as Lord. 

GWH You believe in and are a demonstration to the power of God. 

FER Quite so. You get that expression in the passage I read: “O Lord our God, other lords beside thee have had dominion over us: but by thee only will we make mention of thy name”. 

GWH That is the way deliverance from this present evil world is brought about. 

FER [p. 206] Yes. By the knowledge of God. A christian gets nothing except by that, and if people do not get that they will not get anything. 

JP That is the reason why the apostle says as to some at Corinth, “Some have not the knowledge of God”. 

FER Evidently they had nothing. 

JP Because it is the knowledge of God that really affects us. 

FER And all blessing must lie in the knowledge of God. God has not yet come out in a public way as He will do in glory. He has come out in testimony, and hence it is that every blessing comes to us by the knowledge of God, according to that testimony. 

GWH And the lack of this knowledge is the cause of our going contrary to God. 

JP I suppose you would say faith receives the testimony and the Spirit of God makes it good in us. 

FER Yes. The Spirit works in us by the knowledge of God. 

JP We would grow by the true knowledge of God. 

WM As you were saying recently, all our blessing consists in knowledge. 

FER Yes; grace gives you righteousness. If you know the mercy of God, or God revealed in mercy, you come into salvation, and if you know the love of God you come into eternal life. 

JP Yes; that is the way things stand in Scripture. 

FER And that is the way things work in us. I only say that to show how every blessing that we talk of depends on the knowledge of God. 

JP And the Scriptures abundantly sustain it: “Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”, and then “according to his mercy he saved us”, and “We love him because he first loved us”, “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love”. 

FER And we get the certificate of it. 

JP It is very nice when we do [p. 207] get the certificate. 

WM When was the righteousness of God perfectly established? 

FER I think it was in the death of Christ. There you get the rights of God in mercy perfectly set forth. 

JP “Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness”. 

FER His blood. That is it. Resurrection declares His power. 

JP And the Holy Spirit comes down to shed abroad His love. 

WM Do you not think the rights of God were maintained in Christ here before His death? 

FER His primary rights were without a question maintained, because He was the righteous One, but then that would not have been of much account to us. 

JP Because you have to have redemption by the maintenance of His rights in mercy. 

WM His primary rights would not have availed for us. 

FER No. 

JP Because the corn of wheat would have abode alone. 

FER You know the old theological doctrine used to be held that Christ kept the law for us, and His law-keeping was given to us. 

JP They distinguished between His active and His passive righteousness, and they said the former was imputed to us for our justification. 

FER That was the common idea when I was young. It was what they called imputed righteousness. If a man is righteous he is righteous in a certain sense for himself let it be who it may. 

JP So Christ is spoken of as the perfectly righteous One in regard to His walk and ways down here. 

FER There was perfect righteousness in Him, but that was not available for us. He glorified God as a Man. He set forth what a perfect Man should be, just as He set forth what Israel should be, but that was not available [p. 208] to us; but then being divine, that is, having the rights of Creator, He had the power to accomplish redemption, and redemption is available to us. If Christ had been simply a man He could not have died for other men because He would not have had any right or title to other men. You could not die for me or I for you, because you have no right to me, but the case was entirely different in regard of Christ, “by him were all things created”. Therefore He could effect redemption for all. 

JP Because the rights of redemption, like the rights of Creator belong to One who is divine. 

FER Yes. 

WM And the person who pays off the claim must be the owner of the property. 

FER He is the only One who can take up the rights of redemption. 

GWH We have righteousness imputed to us, have we not? What is the difference between righteousness imputed and imputed righteousness? 

FER It all depends on what you mean by the expression. What is imputed righteousness? Nobody could tell you. 

JP No wonder John Wesley said ‘imputed nonsense’. 

FER Righteousness being accounted to a man is simply that he is accounted righteous. 

WM We are accounted righteous in Christ. 

FER Because we are brought into attachment. 

GWH That is the first thing; the believer is established in righteousness. 

FER Quite so. You are really brought into righteousness by the Spirit. But the point in these chapters is the way in which we are brought into the knowledge of God. It is not the question of us so much as of the way by which the believer is led into the knowledge of God. 

GWH So it is the gospel of God. 

FER The great point of importance to us here this morning is what are the first principles of the knowledge [p. 209] of God in the soul of the believer. I have no doubt whatever that what is essential to us is the knowledge of the righteousness and power of God in answer to all that you see around you, because in the eye of man God is powerless to a large extent. Other powers appear to prevail and God appears weak in the eye of man, and at the same time if I look abroad I can see no witness to the righteousness of God. You see lawlessness everywhere, and powers which apparently are greater in a kind of way than God. What we want before us is Christ — the mercy-seat. There it is you get God’s righteousness declared, and Christ is risen, and there it is you get God’s power declared. That is a very wonderful foundation. 

JSA He is not only personally the righteous One but we are made the righteousness of God in Him. 

WM And in that way He is the solution of every difficulty at the present time. 

FER The practical meaning of it is, I learn this much — that my foundation is redemption, and at the same time that the power of God is toward me. That is a very wonderful thing. You have a solid foundation and the power of God is toward you. No man is badly off where that is the case. 

JSA And that point is one in which God can not only meet me, but every man. 

FER Quite so. 

WM So that the knowledge of God is for every man, through redemption. Redemption is in the mind of God for all. 

FER And righteousness in Israel was for the benefit of all men as a witness. 

WM The might of God was to be known through them to the whole world. 

FER That was God’s thought as to Israel. 

JSA How would you establish that from Scripture? I see the point. 

FER The world was to witness how blessed is the people whose God is Jehovah. Israel was to be like the [p. 210] dew from Jehovah on the face of the earth. That is the divine idea. 

JP So in the world to come it is not that God will bring in anything new, but He will come out in power and glory, and establish what was ever before Him, and that will be the place of Israel then. 

FER Exactly. They will be the light of the world. A city on a hill, all nations shall flow into it, as you get in Micah 4: 1 - 5. The law will go forth to all the nations. He is going to rebuke strong nations. How? Well really it is by insisting on peace. They are to beat their swords into ploughshares and their spears into pruning-hooks. 

WM There will be no need for armaments. 

JP It will be a rebuke because it will be a complete setting aside of their national policy. 

FER It will be a setting aside of all that in which the power of man consists because the power of the Lord will go forth from Zion. 

JP Now it is man’s glory; if they have a coronation they invite all their foreign princes to see their soldiers and naval parades. 

FER All that is rebuked in the world to come. The particular light in which Christ comes out in Isaiah is “Peace”. 

JA Because then the sin of Zion will be cleansed. 

FER And He will make Israel to be His witnesses. I think it is a wonderful thing that God has come out in the rights of redemption. You see His righteousness does not come out in the way of judgement. That is not the way of it; nor does His power come out in the way of destruction. Both were possible to God. Righteousness might have come out in the case of Israel in the way of judgement, and the power of God in the way of destruction, the world being such as it was. Both were in the power of God — judgement and destruction. 

JP The ways of God in the past plainly prove that they were both in His power. 

FER But that is not the way God comes out. He [p. 211] declares His righteousness in redemption and His power in resurrection. That is a very wonderful thing to me, to think of the righteousness of God being declared in redemption. The old way was to set forth the righteousness of God against the grace of God, but really grace and righteousness are almost interchangeable terms. In Romans 3 if you read grace where righteousness is printed, it would be perfectly intelligible. 

JP Being justified freely by His righteousness through the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 

FER So; too, in the previous chapter. You get God setting forth a mercy-seat to declare His grace. 

WM And God’s grace could not be displayed more than in the taking up the rights of mercy. 

FER It is in the assertion of God’s rights that you get grace, but they are His rights, and if they are the rights of God they are the righteousness of God. Righteousness is simply rights. Theology has made terrible havoc as to the idea of righteousness. Righteousness is simply rights. 

JP So when the Scriptures speak of God’s righteousness it means God’s rights. 

FER And God has His proper rights in mercy, and God has set forth those rights in redemption, and redemption is the righteousness of God; that is the basis for us. You could not stand on any ground where God’s rights have not a place. It would not hold you; it would be a bog. You stand there and find you have the power of God toward you, and if the power of God is toward you, you are not afraid of death nor of the enemy. 

JP So it may well read, “being justified by faith, we have peace”. 

FER Yes; we have peace, access, and everything in that chapter. 

JSA And a long way back there was the intimation of it when He said, “I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy”. 

GWH And He was righteous in [p. 212] having mercy. 

FER Simply because of redemption, and therefore mercy was the right of God. It is a trick of infidels to make out that vicarious suffering is unrighteous. That is not the truth of Scripture. The truth of Scripture is really this, that God by the very fact of His being Creator of all had the right of redemption; that man having come under certain liabilities by reason of his own act, God as Creator had the right and title to take up the liabilities. That is the truth of things, and there it is you get the righteousness of God. 

WM What an amazing meaning it gives to grace! 

GWH You do not use the term mercy as synonymous with the term grace. 

FER Not exactly. Redemption is the rights of God in mercy. Grace is more God’s approach to man consequent on redemption. 

JSA All things were not only mad by Him but for Him, so that-intensifies His claim. In the arguments of infidels they have no sense that Christ is God, and therefore all their argument is fallacious. God passed over the sins of David and others because He intended to come out in the rights of mercy, and hence it was that instead of David coming under the judgement of God and being cut off, God forbore to do that; He had His ways before Him and He intended to come out in mercy. 

WM And the cross declares all that. 

GWH He declares His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past through the forbearance of God. 

FER Exactly; in regard of that. 

WM And now redemption is in the Head for every man. 

FER Quite so. You get the Head coming in in the latter part of chapter 5. You have not the Head here yet. I do think it is a point of such immense importance to every one of us that we should have a distinct sense of the ground on which we stand. Nothing can be more vitally important than that, and the ground on which we stand [p. 213] is the righteousness of God. If you speak of the righteousness of God in its first and primary sense, you could not stand on that ground any more than Israel could; but when I come to apprehend that God has set forth His rights in redemption, then I say I can stand well enough on that ground because it is mercy. Then when I stand on that ground the power of God is toward me; I have a foundation, and the power of God is toward me. Therefore I do not fear any enemy. These are the first two principles of the knowledge of God. They answer in a kind of way to the blood in Egypt which was the witness of the mercy of God, and to the power of God that delivered them at the Red Sea. Do you not see that the Red Sea was smitten, and the people passed through, and in passing through the sea they were delivered from the hand of the enemy? 

WM And in that way the power of God was toward them. 

FER Yes. 

GWH So they could say on the banks, “he is become my salvation”. 

FER Yes. “Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people which thou hast redeemed: thou hast guided them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation”. 

JP I suppose in a way these things were more simply set forth and understood among believers in the beginning than now. So much has to come in to obscure all this. 

FER Yes; I think theology has obscured it. 

JP I was thinking how simply the saints in the epistles are appealed to, “if we believe that Jesus died and rose again”. 

FER The great thing is to take things up morally. 

JP We may fancy we have cast things now into a mould that is perfect, but there is no power in it; but there is power in the knowledge of God. 

FER Because there is one great principle in regard to the knowledge of God. Everything before God is right, 

[p. 214] so I would teach my child, if I could, what is right, not doctrine. 

WM What will commend itself to their consciences. 

FER There are things that are right, the righteousness of God and His power are right. When man gets power he makes the grossest misuse of it. Look at Napoleon. 

JP Take the popes who use it in an ecclesiastical way. 

FER A great failure they make of it. So, too, everything that comes out in the revelation of God is right, and you can see that it is right. It is not doctrine or creed. Creed may be right or it may be wrong. 

WM I suppose these principles are set forth in Moses’ rod. Power becomes satanic in the serpent, and taken up again it became the rod of God. 

JSA God is good, and He doeth good as the Scripture says. 


Scripture references

Romans 3:19-31 (JND) [19] Now we know that whatever the things the law says, it speaks to those under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world be under judgment to God. [20] Wherefore by works of law no flesh shall be justified before him; for by law [is] knowledge of sin. [21] But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference; [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus. [27] Where then [is] boasting? It has been excluded. By what law? of works? Nay, but by law of faith; [28] for we reckon that a man is justified by faith, without works of law. [29] Is [God] the God of Jews only? is he not of [the] nations also? Yea, of nations also: [30] since indeed [it is] one God who shall justify [the] circumcision on the principle of faith, and uncircumcision by faith. …

Isaiah 26:12-19 (JND) [12] Jehovah, thou wilt ordain peace for us; for thou also hast wrought all our works for us. [13] Jehovah our God, other lords than thee have had dominion over us; by thee only will we make mention of thy name. [14] [They are] dead, they shall not live; deceased, they shall not rise: for thou hast visited and destroyed them, and made all memory of them to perish. [15] Thou hast increased the nation, Jehovah, thou hast increased the nation: thou art glorified. Thou hadst removed [it] far [unto] all the ends of the earth. [16] Jehovah, in trouble they sought thee; they poured out [their] whispered prayer when thy chastening was upon them. [17] As a woman with child, that draweth near her delivery, is in travail, [and] crieth out in her pangs; so have we been before thee, Jehovah. [18] We have been with child, we have been in travail, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought the deliverance of the land, neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. [19] Thy dead shall live, my dead bodies shall arise. Awake and sing in triumph, ye that dwell in dust; for thy dew is the dew of the morning, and the earth shall cast forth the dead.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Isaiah 26 (JND) [1] In that day shall this song be sung in the land of Judah: We have a strong city; salvation doth he appoint for walls and bulwarks. [2] Open ye the gates, and the righteous nation which keepeth faithfulness shall enter in. [3] Thou wilt keep in perfect peace the mind stayed [on thee], for he confideth in thee. …

Romans 10:9 (JND) [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved.

Micah 4:1-5 (JND) [1] But it shall come to pass in the end of days [that] the mountain of Jehovah's house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and the peoples shall flow unto it. [2] And many nations shall go and say, Come, and let us go up to the mountain of Jehovah, and to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and Jehovah's word from Jerusalem. [3] And he shall judge among many peoples, and reprove strong nations, even afar off; and they shall forge their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-knives: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. [4] And they shall sit every one under his vine, and under his fig-tree; and there shall be none to make [them] afraid: for the mouth of Jehovah of hosts hath spoken [it]. [5] For all the peoples will walk every one in the name of his god; but we will walk in the name of Jehovah, our God for ever and ever.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …
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Romans 5: 1 - 21

FER I think the test of a divine principle is its application under all conditions. You see certain circumstances and dispensations change, but a principle that is really true must apply at all times, else I think it is not true. A principle is tested in that way, but the truth must apply at all times and under all conditions. 

WM To what do you refer? 

FER I was referring to what came before us this morning in connection with the righteousness and power of God. These principles must obtain under all circumstances. They may not be apparent, but under all conditions they must be really the foundation and groundwork of divine dealings. 

JP I should think that the righteousness of God, while it could not be said to be manifested before Christ came, still there is a statement that the law and the prophets bore testimony to it. 

FER I think it was witnessed to, but then the climax of things is not in christianity. We get the climax of things in the world to come. 

JP By “the world to come” you do not mean heaven, do you? 

FER No; heaven forms in a sense part of the world to come, but heaven is not the world to come. The world to come takes in both heaven and earth, “things in heaven, and things in earth”. You get the expression in the epistle to the Ephesians, and in Psalm 8, that is what I mean when speaking of the world to come. “That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him”. So that [p. 216] the thought of the world to come must take in both heaven and earth. They are to be gathered together in one in Christ. 

JP And you spoke of that as the climax. 

FER Yes; I take it the dispensation of the fulness of times is the end of divine ways when God will come out in glory; not simply in testimony, as now, but then He will come out in glory; that is, in the display of Himself; and the principles which will then come out will be righteousness and power — righteousness on man’s behalf; and power on man’s behalf as against enemies. That is what Scripture speaks of as the victory, “thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory”. 

JP And then of course faith will not have the place it has now. It has a place now because God has come out in the way of testimony. 

FER Hence faith is essential, but then it will not be a dispensation of faith because things in some way or other will be made true publicly and for sight. 

GWH Faith has to do with unseen things. 

FER Exactly; that is, with God’s testimony. Unseen things are known to us by testimony only. They are not imagination. 

WM I suppose testimony in the ways of God always precedes display. 

FER I think that principle comes out in the prophets. In one of the prophets it says that Jehovah would do nothing except He made it known to His servants the prophets (Amos 3: 7.) 

GWH I suppose in the world to come there will be the display of that which is now hidden and of which we are in the light now. 

FER We are in the light of it because the report has come down. We have the report by the Spirit. It has come to us and we have believed the report. You get that thought in Isaiah 53. The question is raised there, “Who hath believed our report?” The apostle Paul takes that up in Romans 10 and applies it to the Jew because the Jew was [p. 217] so unbelieving that he did not believe the report, but the gentile did. 

WM And these things are now reported by the Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. 

FER So it says in that same tenth chapter of Romans you cannot call on Him of whom you have not heard; you must hear by a preacher. It takes up that expression, “Who hath believed our report?” Without a report there is no ground for faith. 

JSA I suppose faith properly speaking has to do with things that can only be received in that way. 

FER Yes. I daresay a great many here this afternoon have not been to England, but they do not doubt there is such a place as England; now there is no faith in that, because if they had means and opportunity they could verify it. That is not faith. By faith you accept things you cannot possibly verify, but you have the report of them by the Spirit. For instance, how could you find out that Christ is at the right hand of God? But that is what we believe. We cannot prove that He is there. The proof that He is there is the presence of the Spirit. 

GWH Credence has to do with things you can verify. 

FER Yes; we believe all sorts of things and have no doubt about them, but that is not faith. The point of faith is you believe things you cannot possibly verify, but which have come to you by the testimony of God. 

GWH So that faith is divine light in the soul. 

WM I suppose the belief as to creation is a good instance of faith. No man ever saw God make the worlds. 

FER And a man with all his cleverness cannot see the principle which lay underneath creation. “Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God”. That brings in a moral element and man cannot see that. In what God created there was a kind of figure of moral things because they were created by the word of God, and in a certain sense the word of God underlies the ways of God in Christ. It was not simply a material consideration in creation. 

GWH Is then “the world to come” a moral idea? 

FER Undoubtedly, not a material idea; it is a scene and state of things in which God will be displayed in righteousness and power. That is moral. 

GWH Then I suppose no sooner had sin come into the present world than God began to speak of the world to come. 

FER Not only to speak of it, but to work in view of it. 

GWH And Abel’s sacrifice had that in view. 

FER Yes; it contained the first principle of the world to come. So too the translation of Enoch, and Noah passing through the flood. They all had the world to come in view. So too the promises to Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. So too the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, and their being brought provisionally into the promised land, and the bringing in of Rahab; all had reference to the world to come. 

GWH This chapter looks on to that. 

FER Yes; the important point in regard to it is this, that the test of a principle is its applicability under all conditions. If you take what we had before us this morning, the righteousness and the power of God, strictly speaking they belong to the world to come. But then if you go back to Abraham, the promises to him were made on that ground. Abraham was justified by faith; that is, on the ground of divine righteousness, and God made Himself known as the ‘Almighty’, but that is undoubtedly connected with power; and when God took up Israel they were to become witnesses of the righteousness of God and to be the vessel of God’s power in the world. 

Well now, we spoke of that this morning, and how all failed, and now in Christ you get the righteousness of God established in redemption and at the same time the power of God is set forth in the Lord Jesus Christ raised from the dead. When you pass on to the time of glory then it is you get the display of God in righteousness and power publicly, that is, God will have His full [p. 219] rights in the world to come. Everything will be put under Christ, and at the same time Christ will be the vessel of divine power and every enemy will be subdued. Death is swallowed up in victory, Satan is cast into the abyss, and the sin of the world is taken away. All power contrary to God is annulled. 

WM In the meantime the lordship of Christ is realised by faith. 

FER Yes; what is Christ to us? What we apprehend of Christ really is the establishment of divine righteousness, and at the same time He is the vessel of divine power so that we can be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. God has raised Christ from the dead in order that He might be the vessel of divine power, and He is the vessel of divine power to us. 

JSA Will the world to come ever produce anything higher than christianity? 

FER I do not think it will. It will be a remarkable time, because even the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, “all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord”. That was said as early as Moses. Well, it is a great point if we get it clearly before us, that Christ is the mercy-seat to declare God’s righteousness. You see we apprehend in Christ the rights of God having their fullest place in regard to us and at the same time we can speak of our Lord Jesus, because He was delivered for our offences and raised again for our justification. “If we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead”. 

WM As the righteousness of God He is our Lord. 

FER Yes. Really God’s righteousness is declared. Apparently God is tolerating lawlessness in every direction, and if we did not see it in Christ, we cannot understand God’s ways at all. People call themselves agnostics, saying that God cannot be known, therefore they are perfectly defiant of divine rights, and are as lawless as ever they like. If men were not lawless do you think they would become the proprietors of millions of money? Men want to rival the influence of [p. 220] God. 

JP You do not think there will be any millionaires in the millennium. 

FER I do not think so. I do not think they are at all according to God, and I am not quite sure that they will not be the ruin of man. 

GWH In Psalm 14 it says, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God”. I suppose he will not recognise authority. 

FER That is very well, but he has said it in his heart. He says, “There is no God”. That is what he wants. It is a very old saying that the wish is father to the thought, and the thought is what he wishes. He does not wish any God, and therefore he says, “There is no God”. 

GWH I suppose that is the condition of the natural heart of every man. 

FER Yes; and of people in the present day. It is a very subtle day, and there is a sort of pretension to respect God as the author of the universe, but at the same time to deny revelation. People will admit there is a God in the universe, but they say there is no revelation; and not only no revelation, but the agnostic says there cannot be any revelation, so that you are left in that way completely in the dark as to what God is morally. For supposing it is true that God has given birth to the laws of the universe, there is no gainsaying for a moment that the world is a scene of moral confusion. Therefore they say that the laws which God has established have not prevented confusion. I think a man must be insane who is prepared to accept that. 

GWH I suppose before Christ came there might have been some excuse for such a thing, but now God is fully revealed and there is no excuse. 

FER But now the point is that God is fully revealed. They try to get rid of the revelation on rational principles. If on rational principles you can get rid of the revelation there is a good deal achieved, and man may be as lawless as ever he [p. 221] likes. 

WM I suppose the acme of lawlessness comes out in intellectual men. 

FER It does not come out in a gross way in them, but they claim the most unbounded licence for the human mind. 

WM So he is the antichrist that denies the Father and the Son. 

GWH I suppose the antichrist will have a most wonderful mind. 

FER I think he will be a great diplomatist. I think he will be a man who will exhibit an extraordinary power, making use of the forces down here; able to control men because he exercises all the authority of the first beast before him. A man must be clever to do that. 

I do not know whether we are all clear as to what has been done before us, that is, the declaration of God’s righteousness in Christ and at the same time the setting forth of God’s power. That is what has come to pass in Christ. 

JP And you mean by the righteousness of God, the rights of God in mercy on the ground of redemption. 

FER Quite so. On that everything will have to stand as far as man is concerned, so that the apostle says in the epistle to the Hebrews, “Ye are come unto mount Zion”, that is, the rights of God in mercy. 

JSA Then the present moment between this world and the world to come is a very remarkable one, because all that is established for faith, and yet God is dealing with things here which are quite contrary to it, and that brings in the gospel, “The accepted time”. 

FER It is a great moment for man in that way. 

WM So that instead of simply preaching judgement it is a declaration of the righteousness of God. That gives birth to the expression, “therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith”. 

FER Yes; then it goes on to say that the righteousness of God which is toward all and upon all them that believe but it is toward all. 

JA “By one righteousness [or, the righteousness of one]”. I will ask you to explain that. 

FER It is redemption. It is one act of righteousness on the part of Christ, that Christ had accomplished redemption, and in that way He has established divine rights. Therefore through one righteousness toward all men, grace is toward all men unto justification of life. 

Now we come in chapter 5 to the consequence of it, I mean, to the fruits which come to us of the knowledge of the righteousness and power of God. You know the righteousness and the power of God; the knowledge of them is a tremendous thing for us, that is, the knowledge of Christ is an important thing to us, but then the knowledge of Christ means the knowledge of the righteousness and of the power in Christ, and that is a tremendous thing to us. And we get the consequence of it in chapter 5. 

WM Then do you look on chapter 3 and 4 as merely giving you the light of these things on the part of God in order that He might be known, and the consequence, as coming in in chapter 5? 

FER Yes; the consequence of knowing Christ, and in that way of what God has declared in Christ. You get the effect in chapter 5. 

WM Do we not get some consequences in chapter 3? 

FER No; I do not think so. I think chapters 3 and 4 in a kind of way are the setting forth of God. It is the divine side. 

WM “That he might be just, and the justifier”. 

FER Exactly. The consequences come out in chapter 5. You get the “we” coming in in that chapter pretty much, and the other is what He has done. 

JSA The first thing is peace. 

FER Yes; the chapter brings out pretty fully the terms on which we can be with God, and the terms on which God can be with us, because now we have to do with the living God, who has declared His righteousness in redemption, and His power in the resurrection of Christ; and in chapter 5 you get the unfolding of the [p. 223] terms on which He sees fit to be with us. I have no doubt all these things that come out in chapter 5 will really be made good in the world to come. Everything that comes out in chapter 5 will come out in a public way in the millennium. 

JP In that way it is a picture of the principles of the world to come. 

FER There is no doubt for a moment that in the world to come peace will come in by Christ; Christ will be the peace. 

WM I think I remember you saying He will be the justification of the whole sphere over which He is Head. 

FER So too He will bring in favour and grace and glory. Reconciliation too will come in by Christ, and 1 have no doubt the last verse in the chapter will be fulfilled, that is, “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might [p. 224] grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord”. That is what will mark that time. Sin has reigned by death, and in a certain sense sin reigns still by death, but there is a moment coming when, instead of that, grace will reign through righteousness unto eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, that is, through the power of God in Christ. 

WM This chapter is, I judge, on the principle of the verse of the hymn, 


‘That gives us now as heavenly light, 
What soon shall be our part’. 

FER What soon will be the part of all in a kind of way. What will be established publicly in the whole world. I think it is an immense point to apprehend what the ways of God are tending to. 

JP And not to make ourselves the end of all God’s ways. I think we have suffered immensely in that way. We have been wonderfully cramped and pinched in our souls. 

FER But it is a great statement at the end of chapter 5, “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord”. It is an abstract statement. 

GWH I suppose it is our failure to understand this chapter, in applying it to the world to come that has led to such misunderstanding of it. 

FER I think so. It has been limited. It has an application to us, but in the latter part of the chapter things are stated abstractly. Everything is traced up to one Man, and shows the bearing and effect of what has come in by that one Man, because do you not see on the one hand that the righteousness of God is declared in the one Man, and that Man is the vessel of God’s power; and therefore everything comes to pass by that one Man. Not only in regard of Christ but in regard of the whole extent of God’s purpose, all God’s purposes by one Man. That is the closing up of the chapter, “That as sin hath reigned unto death, even so might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Christ Jesus our Lord”. 

JP I think what you have said shows the difference between the first and second part of the chapter. In the first part it is all “we”. 

FER In the second part of the chapter it is all in one Man. 

JSA And that touches on the point which we have frequently had elsewhere; that is, God’s mind and thought is the same toward all men. 

FER Quite so. So it is by one offence toward all men to condemnation, even so through one righteousness toward all men unto justification of life. 

JSA I mean it has been limited to believers instead of seeing it is God’s thought for all men, and the believer is the one who enters into it. 

FER It has come in by one Man and that Man is the Head of every man. 

WM So you have here that it is God’s thought to clear all men in the light of Christ. 

FER I would say if God brings in one Man that [p. 225] Man must stand in relation to all men. Adam stood in relation to all men. Evidently as God made him he was in relation to all men, and it appears to me if one Man comes in, if He is entitled to be called one Man, He must stand in relation to all men. That appears to me to be evident. I cannot see how it can be gainsaid. What constitutes Him one Man? What constituted Adam one man? Because when God made him there was no other man. What he did affected all men. What constitutes Christ one Man? Really because He has accomplished redemption, and in Him God’s power is declared. He is the mercy-seat on the one hand, and on the other hand He is the expression of God’s power, and therefore He is the one Man. There is not another like Him. 

WM One mediator. 

FER Yes. 

GWH The divine touchstone. 

FER The point of contact, but He is available to every man. 

JSA And it is in virtue of that fact that, as you were saying a little while ago, God can go on with things now. 

FER I think so. But take the language of the parable. He has bought the field for the sake of the treasure; that is, all men are the purchase of Christ. There is no doubt God will bring out the treasure, but at the same time Christ has right and title to all men, and at the same time Christ is available to every man. 

GWH In Job 9, the wail is there that there is no man that can lay his hand upon us both, but Christ is the true daysman. 

FER The mediator. Hence Christ is the one Man. He gave Himself a ransom for all. Adam has no subsistence now. He has passed off the scene; there is no such head as Adam. I doubt if ever he was the head, because I think he lost his place morally before he became a head. At any rate there are no two heads. There is one Man and that one Man is Head of all men. 

WM I suppose that is the one reason that you know [p. 226] that Christ is available to you, because He is available for all men. 

FER I know no other. He is not available for any one man in particular. On the same ground, if anybody asked me why I believe that infants are saved, the only ground that I could give is that Christ is the Head of every man, and therefore they belong to Christ. 

JSA And they have not refused Him. 

WM Christ puts in His claim on them, and they do not refuse the claim. 

FER They have not refused the claim so far. 

JSA That leads up to the point that when man sets up another head, that brings to an end the present state of things. 

FER Because man declares himself then in open, lawless defiance of God, and God goes on no longer; but the iniquity of the gentiles is not yet quite full. 

JP You believe what will bring things to the final issue will be the setting up of the antichrist here. 

FER That is clear. It is a curious thing that the doctrinal epistles begin with Romans and end with 2 Thessalonians. It is rather remarkable, because after all the arrangement is only human. You see Romans establishes the righteousness and power of God, and Thessalonians brings in Christ as the destroyer, and it brings in the end, when things are fully developed. 

JP Thus as you were remarking this morning, it is very wonderful to see that the righteousness of God has come in, not in judgement, but in grace; and so the power of God has come in not in the way of destruction but in the way of resurrection. 

FER Do you know how man’s righteousness comes in? It comes in by a threat and says, “Pay me that thou owest”. 

JP God’s righteousness does not come in in that way. 

FER No. He declares His righteousness in mercy in redemption, that is, He takes in hand to discharge all the liabilities under which man was. Man says to his fellow-men ‘[p. 227] I am not going to discharge your liabilities, I am going to exact them’. 

WM And God’s way is, “when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both”. 

FER Then again, man’s idea of power, you see it in every country, it comes out in destruction. I see the greatest skill in the world and an enormous portion of the money of the world is spent in the maintenance of armies for destruction, because they say that the way to keep peace is to keep up armaments. I say it is a very strange way to keep peace by maintaining enormous powers of destruction. But you see the power of man and his ability and his means really are all used in the way of destruction. 

JP It will not be Christ’s way in the world to come, from what you were saying this morning. 

FER No, indeed! God’s power has been set forth not in destruction but in revival. Some one was telling me that in the civil war very nearly a million of lives were sacrificed. There was wholesale destruction, but they could not revive one. I never heard of a single person being revived. 

JP It is remarkable that we are in the neighbourhood of a large cemetery, which is a standing witness to what you say. 

FER I thank God He has revived One. I do not mind a single bit if there is one Man raised from the dead. That is enough for me. 

JSA And by one Man came the resurrection from the dead. 

FER I am very well content if one Man has been raised. He was never raised by the power of man but by the power of God, and that power is toward us. He was delivered for our offences and was raised again for our justification, so we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead. I do not think it ever says the power of God is toward all. His righteousness is toward all, but the power of God is more limited. His power is not [p. 228] the test of man. His righteousness is the test of man as to whether man is prepared to admit the rights of God. That is the test of man, not the power of God. 

WM The power of God is more the result. 

JSA And if Christ is raised from the dead He is the first-fruits. 

GWH “If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins”. 

WM It is true that all the principles in this chapter are applicable generally in the gospel, and they all come out again in the world to come. 

FER I am sure Christ will be peace in the world to come. I was only saying so today. It is characteristic of Micah. He is peace in the world to come. Then you get the expression in the Psalms, “Jehovah will give grace and glory”. Then again, reconciliation comes out in the chapter. That is another point, and at the same time eternal life properly belongs to the world to come. It is the effect of the reign of grace. We read in Psalm 132 “there the Lord commanded the blessing, life for evermore”. It is commanded in Zion, so that all you get in the chapter will come out manifestly and publicly in the world to come. 

JSA And if you read Psalm 72 you find three things characteristic of it in an earthly way, which are mentioned in this book, namely, righteousness, peace and joy. They belong to the kingdom of God. 

WM So that none of these principles are quite new. They come out in connection with Israel. 

FER You may depend upon it the principles of God’s ways must apply right through, else you have not got them right. The principles of God’s ways never alter. The application may vary but not the principles. The application varied in Israel, and it is different now to what it will be in the world to come, because the application to us is by faith and the Spirit. It will not be that in the millennium, but the same principles will hold [p. 229] good. 

JSA So that the way to learn them is in the knowledge of God, and not in the particular circumstances to which they are applied. 

WM In the spirit and not in the letter. 

FER I think so. If we have any true sense of Christ as the mercy-seat and the power of God that has come in to raise Christ from the dead, by that knowledge of God we shall get the result spoken of in chapter 5. We shall get a blessed foundation in the knowledge of God with all the consequences that flow from it. That is peace, and access by faith into the grace wherein we stand, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of God. Then we can glory in tribulation, because tribulation worketh patience, and patience experience, and experience hope, and hope maketh not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us. Then we joy in God by our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation. That is clear proof that reconciliation may have another application. 

GWH I suppose the hope of the glory of God will give place to the display of the glory of God. 

FER When God’s glory is displayed it will no longer be a hope. Hope will be lost in full fruition. 

JP “What a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?” 

WM All these things can be enjoyed in a scene of contrariety. 

GWH Does it mean we glory in the midst of tribulation? 

FER Yes; with the sense that God can turn it to good account. “Tribulation worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope”, etc. You see the terrible thing which has come to pass in christendom; I cannot conceive christians being content with christendom as it is, because the thing is that the Holy Spirit has been practically displaced. That is the terrible thing. Man has got into authority and all that kind of thing, 

[p. 230] and the Spirit of God has been practically displaced. They do not believe in the presence of the Holy Ghost. No wonder people do not know much of what flows from the knowledge of God if they have practically displaced the Spirit of God, because everything for us depends on the presence of the Spirit of God. When I was in the Church of England, people did not believe in the presence of the Spirit of God. I do not say but that there may have been one here and there more intelligent than the rest, but the presence of the Spirit of God was not known, and that was one great reason that operated with me in leading me to cut my connection, and I do not think there has been any great advance since then. 

JP There can be nothing vital apart from the Spirit of God. 

FER Nothing. You get a man going by his own mind. Man’s mind is incapable of knowing God. A man can only know God by the Spirit of God. Even in the future God says, “I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”. Well, there is a little expression which comes out in the chapter continually. It is “through”; “through our Lord Jesus Christ”. It is a point of great moment. It is a kind of formula throughout the chapter. “We have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. “We are making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ”. “Through whom now we have received the reconciliation”. “So also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. 

JP I think it occurs seven times and in seven distinct connections. 

FER It is of great moment. 

WM Would it mean that He is the administrator of everything? 

FER Yes; but what it means is this, that He is the vessel of divine power, and if that is our Lord, we need not fear any adverse power. 

WM So it [p. 231] is really salvation. 

FER Yes. All authority is given to Him in heaven and earth. 

WM So that in spirit you anticipate the day of glory. 

FER Yes. I think a christian ought to be able to say, I do not fear any adverse power. 

T Would you explain that? 

FER You see, you do not fear death, because Christ has the keys of death and hell. He is the vessel of divine power. You do not fear the devil, because Christ has got the power over the devil. He will shut him in the abyss. So I do not fear the world because Christ has overcome the world. It is exceedingly important to apprehend that all divine power has been proved by Christ. Being raised from the dead He is the vessel of divine power. He exercises all divine power. God will never do anything apart from Christ. That we are sure of. He is our Lord, therefore we have no reason to fear any adverse power, because He is superior to every adverse power. 

GWH You do not need to fear man. 

FER No. The Lord is greater than man. You do not fear death. He is greater than death. You do not fear the world; the Lord is greater than the world; when the devil comes the Lord is greater than the devil. 

GWH And I suppose you are saved from the power of all by confessing Him as Lord. 

FER That is the idea. “The name of the Lord is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe”, and in confessing Him as Lord you are saved. He is our Lord in this chapter. We appropriate Him. The great thing to my mind is that the Lord can strengthen me, if I have to meet death; the Lord will not put death aside at the present time, but He will enable me to meet death. So with persecution, the Lord may not set the enemy aside, but He will enable me to meet the persecution, and so as to the power of Satan; He will not put him aside for the moment, but He will enable me to meet Satan. 

WM Stephen is a striking case of that. 

JSA And Paul says, “the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me”. 

FER Yes. In the present time the Lord does not set the evil aside, but He uses His power to enable you to stand against the evil. When the Lord comes again every form of evil will be set aside. He takes away the sin of the world. Satan is bound in the abyss so that he cannot get out to deceive the nations. Then again death is swallowed up in victory. That comes to pass at the coming of the Lord. But that has not come to pass yet, and yet we confess Christ as Lord as the One who is going to do it all. 

How does it work in regard to us? Someone made reference to Stephen. How did it work in regard to him? He had enemies. The Jews were mad against him. Everything was there, but how did the Lord work? He strengthened Stephen and he was enabled to meet it all. Stephen overcame. They did not overcome him. He overcame the world, man, and the power of the enemy. He overcame everything by the power of the Lord. So the same thing in regard to Paul. Paul had to stand before the emperor. All his fellow christians forsook him, but he said, “the Lord stood with me, and strengthened me; that by me the preaching might be fully known, and that all the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion”. He overcame the world and every power that was against him. 

CHS Is that rejoicing in tribulation? 

FER More than rejoicing. 

JP The first part of the Acts is full of that. 

GWH In Acts 16 everything seemed to be adverse to Paul and Silas, and yet they were lifted above it all. They rejoiced in tribulation. 

FER The idea to me is this, that the knowledge of Christ in that way gives you a kind of confidence because you know very well that the Lord can fortify you against anything, and the practical result is that you can enter into all the results of the knowledge of God. That is, you [p. 233] have peace with God and you have access by faith into this grace wherein ye stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God; and then again we joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation. We can get all the good at the present time in the knowledge of God. 

JP And you are not hindered by any sort of circumstances. 

FER No, nor fear, because everything is through our Lord Jesus Christ. What impresses me is this — we get the benefit of His grace if we confess Him as Lord. He said to Paul, “My grace is sufficient for thee”. 

JSA That really comes out in John 5, John 6 and John 7, the character in which Christ is set forth. 

FER The light in which He is known to us; Jesus glorified and the Spirit given; the practical result is, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. 

GWH How does the question of the headship of Christ come in here? In contrast to Adam? 

FER Yes; clearly. 

GWH What is the connection between Christ as Head and Christ as Lord? Is there any? 

FER But the point in these chapters 3 and 4 is the light in which God is known to us. I think all that has come out in one Man and of necessity that one Man must be the head of a system, and then the succeeding chapters 6, 7, and 8 bring in the truth of attachment. But do you not see that chapter 1 practically is the light in which God has come out. You see, in chapter 1 you get light, and in the end of chapter 5 you get the Sun, and in the succeeding chapters the principle of attachment, but the light comes first. “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. What I understand by the light of the glory of God is the revelation of Himself in righteousness and power. The Lord says, referring to the death of Lazarus, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God”. God was going to be effulgent in it, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. Then you get another point in connection with the shining out of God, that is, He has established the Sun of righteousness to rule everywhere. 

WM But what is going forth in testimony now is the headship of Christ. 

FER I think so, but when it comes to a question of people learning by the Spirit, what they begin with is the glory of God. As a question of intelligence they do not first learn the headship, but the glory of God. Then afterwards they come to an apprehension of headship, but no one of us ever learned the headship in the first instance. What we learnt were the first principles of the knowledge of God. That is the way in which God has been pleased to reveal Himself. 

JSA And really we must certainly follow God and the way in which He has been pleased to make Himself known to us. 

FER God is effulgent. If you ask people what the glory of God means they will give you a most indefinite idea. I understand it to be His moral effulgence. That is the way in which it has shone out. 

WM His manifestation in Christ. 

FER Yes. The way in which He has been pleased to shine out in regard of man in righteousness and power in redemption and resurrection. You get it clearly enough in that same chapter of John, “Father, glorify thy name”, and the answer is, “I have both glorified it, and will glorify it again”. God is glorified in Him. He has shone out and magnified Himself; but where the glory of God has come out is in redemption and resurrection. That is where you see the glory of God. Therefore it is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 

GWH He is declared as to man to be a Saviour God. 

WM Actually in preaching the gospel you present Christ. 

FER Yes; but then I would present Christ as the [p. 235] glory of God. I would seek to show how God has shone out in Christ in righteousness and power. 

WM You would have in your mind that Christ is Head, but the hearer would not apprehend that at once. He will get some light as to God. 

FER That is the point. 

GWH The thought of the head is intelligence, is it not? 

FER Quite so; but the position of Christ as Head, although it is the security for all that God has done in a way, it is to us secondary to the display of God Himself, His revelation, because the first great thing is the revelation, that is, that God has revealed Himself in righteousness and power. His glory has so shone out and it is according to that that we have the privilege of knowing God. I say I know His righteousness in redemption, and His power in raising from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ. 

That is the great thing for me because all is done on behalf of man. Therefore the foundation on which I stand is the mercy of God. That is what is set forth in redemption, and my authority and stay is the power of God, because God has raised from the dead our Lord Jesus. 

JA Speaking of His glory, was part of it when Christ was here a Child? I was thinking of the scripture, “Glory to God in the highest”. 

FER Quite so. 

WM It is very clear when we begin with ourselves everything is obscured. It is the gospel of God. 

GWH I suppose man has lost his head, and is wandering in consequence. 

FER In the ways of God He took up a kind of national head in Israel, but that failed entirely, and that is not at all difficult to understand, because Israel itself wanted a head. They were to be the head and not the tail. In a sense they became the tail. They will get a Head. 
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Romans 5:1-21 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us. [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life. [11] And not only [that], but [we are] making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation. [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: …

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

Amos 3:7 (JND) [7] But the Lord Jehovah will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Psalms 14 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David.} The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They have corrupted themselves, they have done abominable works: there is none that doeth good. [2] Jehovah looked down from the heavens upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek God. [3] They have all gone aside, they are together become corrupt: there is none that doeth good, not even one. …

Job 9 (JND) [1] And Job answered and said, [2] Of a truth I know it is so; but how can man be just with God? [3] If he shall choose to strive with him, he cannot answer him one thing of a thousand. …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 7 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him. [2] Now the tabernacles, the feast of the Jews, was near. [3] His brethren therefore said to him, Remove hence and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see thy works which thou doest; …



READINGS ON ROMANS (3)

READINGS ON ROMANS (3)

Romans 6 - Romans 8

FER I think the object of the epistle to the Romans is the teaching of saints, that is to put things in order in our minds. It is not something written to those who do not believe. It is not a kind of gospel preaching, but it is the setting forth of the truth in an orderly kind of way, so that it may take proper shape in the minds of believers, so that you could not exactly base gospel preaching on what you find in the epistle to the Romans. 

JP Because as you say it is not the setting forth of the gospel to the unconverted. It is addressing the saints in Rome. 

FER And intended no doubt by the Spirit to put things in order in their minds. 

JP I suppose you would say it is great gain to us as believers when we get things put in order in our minds. 

FER I think we must come to it some time or other. It may take a long time. 

JSA I suppose that accounts for the way in which baptism is presented in this chapter. 

FER Quite so. You see chapters 3 to 5 take up the divine side; then chapters 6 to 8 take up our side. 

JP I think you said that in chapters 3 and 4 we get the knowledge of God in the way in which God has come out in righteousness and power. 

FER Quite so. But then all that is in a Man, and therefore you can understand chapter 5 coming in to show that that Man is the one Man. I think it is perfectly intelligible, because if God has come out in righteousness and power, revealing Himself that way in redemption and in the resurrection of Christ, of necessity that must give place to the one Man in whom that has all been accomplished, and the latter part of chapter 5 really sums it up [p. 237] in that way, and shows the place which that Man occupies. This has to be taken into account; and that is where the gospel has been really very deficient, I mean the preaching of the gospel has been very deficient. There has been far too much tendency to preach the benefits of the work of Christ, instead of preaching Christ Himself, because really after all, everything depends on the place which that Man occupies. The truth of God’s righteousness and power have come to light, but the secret depends on the introduction of that one Man. 

JP The second division of chapter 5 makes that very plain. 

FER Very plain. The whole moral universe which is before God depends entirely on that Man. 

WM I suppose the gospel is more the presentation of Christ in His official relationship to man. 

FER Yes. 

JP And I can see the force of what you say because in setting forth so exclusively the benefits of the work of Christ we really occupy people with themselves largely, but if you set Him forth you will occupy people with Him. 

FER Yes, because everything depends on Him, just as in the solar universe everything depends on the sun. Apart from the sun we get no fertility; everything depends on the influence of the sun and rain; and if there were no sun there would be no system. It all depends on the sun. So it is in the moral universe. Christ is the Sun and centre, and hence it is everything depends on Christ. 

JP You were saying chapters 6 to 8 are on our side; what do you mean by that? 

FER Because they take up the question of how we are brought into relation to Christ. We apprehend the righteousness and the power of God set forth in Christ; that is a question of faith; that is, we apprehend the righteousness of God in redemption, and the power of God in the resurrection of Christ. That becomes the [p. 238] foundation, the knowledge of God in that way. Now the point comes of the relation in which we stand to Christ. 

JP So it is no longer a question of faith in Christ. 

FER No. Of course the apprehension of God’s righteousness and power is a question of faith. Now we want to understand the relation in which we stand to Christ who is the Centre, the one Man, because there is no other man. The resurrection of Christ has left every other man in death. I think we can understand that. “If one died for all, then were all dead”, and the effect of that has been to leave every other man in death. Really before God there is only one Man. Till the death of Christ God was dealing with men in a certain sense on the ground of living; that is, He was testing man, but when the death of Christ came in, the death of Christ proved that all were dead, and the resurrection of Christ has left every other man in death except Christ. 

JP I think it is wonderful if we can get hold of that. 

FER I think all these chapters, Romans 6 to 8, are based on that. 

JP So it is now altogether a question of our relationship to that one Man. 

FER But the first thing is what we get in chapter 6, we reckon ourselves alive unto God in Christ Jesus. We are out of death. We have gone into death in baptism, but we have come out of death and we reckon ourselves alive to God in Christ Jesus. I think the basis of everything is really one Man out of death. But then He is the appointed attraction to bring a great many more out of death. “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. 

WM How far does this chapter 6 go in presenting the effect on the believer? 

FER Only so far that you recognise the fact that the death of Christ has left all in death. You have gone into death in baptism, but you are out of death in Christ Jesus. You have come out of the water of baptism. Christ came out of death, raised by the glory of the Father, and [p. 239] you have gone into death, but you are come out of death in baptism, to reckon yourself alive unto God in Christ Jesus. Baptism is the figure. 

WM It is simply a reckoning, it does not go so far as resurrection. 

FER Yes. 

JP It is rather remarkable that resurrection is in the future in Romans 6 so far as we are concerned. 

FER It must be so literally. “If we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection”. But that is not so for the moment. As you say, it is literally future, and in this world we never can go beyond a reckoning. It must be a reckoning, a reckoning which really distinguishes the christian from other people. A man of the world does not think about the reckoning. He reckons himself alive in this world, but the christian reckons himself to be dead indeed unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 

GWH What is the force of the word ‘reckon’? You mean you count yourself as dead? 

FER Yes. Because you have gone into baptism, therefore you reckon yourself dead unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. You have died out of one door to enter another door. That is what has come to pass. 

JSA I suppose it must be by the Spirit that you reckon yourself dead. It is not simply faith, as people say. 

FER No; faith does not come into these chapters. 

WM I suppose sin is looked on here more in the character of the sphere where man’s will dominates. 

FER I think it is looked at in the way in which Scripture generally looks at it, as lawlessness. 

WM It is not what people call sin inside. 

FER I do not think so. It is more the thought that you have died to the scene of sin. 

GWH The principle of sin reigning in the world. 

FER You cannot die to anything in you. You reckon yourself dead to what you were in. You were in a [p. 240] kind of way alive in certain things, and now you reckon yourself dead to them. That is what I take it to mean. 

JP Because from the outset of the chapter it must be a question of living in it. 

FER Yes, continuing. It is not a question of sin continuing in you, but of you continuing in sin. 

JP Exactly. 

PA So the death of Christ is our title to reckon ourselves dead. 

FER Exactly. Christ has gone into death really vicariously, bearing the judgement which lay upon us; that is our title to die because God has not altered the world yet, and the death of Christ has proved all in death. so the great point is for us to accept it. It is a great thing to accept death. You pass out of one door to come in by another. I do not think that is enough understood by people. People look on themselves as being forgiven, more in that point of view, but you are forgiven to die, not to live, but in order that you may come in by another door; that is, the life of Christ. 

PA So that the death of Christ has its bearing to all. 

FER Exactly. It is a witness to all. If I were not forgiven, I would do all I could to live, not to die. “Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life”, because he cannot afford to die till he is forgiven. Not a man in the world can afford to die. It is too terrible. I die as in Adam, but in order to live in Christ. 

WM And hence in the Acts of the Apostles forgiveness of sins and baptism were inseparably connected. 

FER Yes. A man was not ordinarily baptised till he was forgiven. That is to say that he went into the figure of death when he was forgiven. The human idea would be that if a man is freed from death it is in order that he may go on again in life here, but that is not the divine idea. The divine idea is that you are forgiven in order that you may die. 

JP I suppose the eunuch apprehended that in some way, and that it led to his desire to be baptised — to die. 

FER [p. 241] Exactly. Then it is you come in by another door, that is, you reckon yourself alive unto God in Christ Jesus. One connection is severed, that is with the world scene, but another connection is formed by the Spirit, that is “in Christ Jesus”. You reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin but alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 

JSA And in that light death is a privilege and not a necessity. 

JP And Christ Jesus is that one Man of whom you spoke. 

FER That is the basis of all these chapters. 

JP And everything is in that one Man. 

WM So when a man was forgiven, his history was ended morally. 

FER You get the same principle coming out in the epistle of John (1 John 2: 2 - 5), “And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world”. And then the point is, “Hereby know we that we are in him”. 

JP And to be in Him involves what you have been speaking about, you have gone out of one door and entered another. 

FER Exactly. And you have cut your connection in one respect and formed another connection. 

WM You are alive unto God in Christ Jesus. 

FER That is it. 

GWH Would you say you have left the world and come into christianity? 

FER I would say more; you have left sin and the world, and you have come into Christ. 

LPT I want to ask about the reckoning ourselves dead. I mean reckoning ourselves dead to what is around us but not to what is in us. 

FER I do not see how you can reckon yourself dead to what is in you. The fact is this, there may be in you a power which is superior to the sin in you, but you do not reckon yourself dead to anything in [p. 242] you. 

JP I think that is a helpful remark, because I think especially out this way there has been a great deal of that. It would help a great many souls if they could see that. People have tried it, but it does not work very well. 

FER I think in regard to that we take up the language of chapter 8 and say we are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwelleth in us. I do not think scripture ever tells us to reckon ourselves dead to the flesh. You are not in it but you are in the Spirit. 

WM Does it not seem clear from verse 10, “For in that he died, he died unto sin once”. No one would imagine that there was sin in Him to die to. It was sin outside. 

FER And the exhortation is based on that: “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Christ Jesus”. You reckon yourselves to be dead unto sin on the principle on which He died to it. 

JSA And as you were saying just now, Scripture speaks of being dead to the law and to the world, but not to the flesh. 

WM This passage does not take up flesh but sin. 

FER Yes; and sin as a principle to which Christ has died. 

JP I suppose the nearest would be “they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts”. 

FER Quite so. You mortify the deeds of the body, but that is in a kind of way a continual exercise. You do not mortify your body. 

JP You do not put your body to death. 

GWH The motions of sin in the flesh are judged, I suppose. 

FER Quite so. 

JP So that you would say in chapter 6 we are at the beginning of our connection in Christ, and practically it is a most important question for us. 

FER Most important. You have cut your [p. 243] connection in one way, but you have entered into a new connection. It would be a great deal for every one of us if we could only remember there is one Man before God. You cannot find another man risen. You know nothing about any other man risen. 

JP The apostles are not risen, are they? 

FER No. Christ is the one Man out of death, at all events if there be others out of death we know nothing about them. The point was that Christ should be the first to rise from the dead, and He has risen from the dead and He is the only One that we know anything about that is risen from the dead. 

WM The Holy Spirit has brought down a report about Him. 

FER And His resurrection has been witnessed to. 

JSA And it says expressly, “they that are Christ’s at his coming”. 

GWH So it is not a question now so much about being true to our baptism as being true to our connection with Christ. 

FER The one will follow the other. 

JP This is very interesting that the appeal is to their baptism, and the walk is based upon it. 

FER I think it is what we have often spoken of. The moment people apprehend forgiveness the point was not for them to live, but to die. That is what was set before them. 

JP And then the position itself is at the very outset of things. You come to it at once, not after a long time. Baptism really stands at the very outset of things. 

FER You see in the future in regard of Israel the same will hardly apply, because there is a scapegoat for them. We have not a scapegoat. They will have it, and therefore as a matter of fact it will not be a question with them of accepting death, but they will live here in this scene, because the scene will be purged. I have no doubt whatever they will have passed in a kind of way through the experience of death, but the whole character of the [p. 244] scene will be changed, hence it is that it will not be a question with them of accepting death in the sense in which we accept it, but their sins will be carried away into the land of forgetfulness. When Christ comes it will alter everything, because He brings in the moral universe, and people will be blessed in Him. It will not be a question of their accepting death in that way. That will not apply to them. 

JP Sin will not reign unto death then, but grace will reign through righteousness unto eternal life. 

FER Therefore the thought of acceptance of death will not come in to them. 

JSA The application of the scapegoat to christianity has rather tended to confuse people. 

CHS Will you tell us a little about the resurrection in Matthew 27, “And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection”. 

FER I am sure I cannot tell you. I am not acquainted with any one of those persons. There were several persons no doubt, but I have not any acquaintance with any one of them, for the simple reason Scripture does not tell you anything about them. That is only brought in as a kind of witness to the power of resurrection. 

WM One great point in this chapter would be to emphasise Christ as the one Man. The Spirit is not brought in at all. 

FER Quite so. 

JSA But then if, as you were saying at the beginning, this is instruction for believers, it supposes they have the Spirit. 

FER Yes. The fact is this, we never understand anything much till we have the Spirit. There is the faith of God’s testimony, but no one has any understanding till he gets the Spirit. 

JP And when there is faith in the testimony God gives the Spirit. 

FER Yes. You know we have had a good deal before [p. 245] us at the meetings that you are never called upon to believe anything about yourself. Scripture never puts before you as an object or ground of faith anything about yourself. 

WM Not even that Christ died for you? 

FER No. 

GWH Would you explain that a little. 

FER I think it is obvious, because you are called upon to believe in God and in Christ but not to believe anything about yourself. What can you believe about yourself? There is nothing in yourself that Scripture can present to you for faith. You have not to believe that you have eternal life or that you have forgiveness. That is not the ground of faith. 

JP The facts which are set forth in the divine testimony are facts that concern something that Christ has done or that God has done, “how that Christ died for our sins”. 

FER But that is universal. 

GWH Mr. M. was saying that you do not even have to believe that Christ died for you. 

FER But you come to apprehend that by the Spirit. You do not believe it. It is a thing you apprehend by the Spirit. 

GWH So you get nothing by believing? 

FER You get light, but you get nothing individually by faith, you only apprehend what is applicable to all. 

JP Everything you get you get by the Spirit. 

FER Everything that you get individually is by the Spirit. It is a question of appropriation. 

WM But what you apprehend by faith is as true for every man as it is for you. 

FER Yes. That is, it is as much God’s mind for every man as it is for you. 

JP No man could say, “who loved me, and gave himself for me”, unless he had the Holy Spirit. 

FER No; that is the appropriation by the Holy Spirit. That is [p. 246] not faith. 

GWH So all blessings are by the Spirit. 

FER The individual appropriation is by the Spirit. What we believe is common for all. That is how the Lord presents it in the last chapter of Luke’s gospel. “Thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day; and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”. That is, that the name of Christ is presented for all nations. 

JP I think I have heard you say God has not got two minds towards man. 

FER I do not think He has. 

WM And if Christ is the mind of God for every man, that involves everything. 

FER Hence it is that He is spoken of as the Head of every man. 

GWH Would you speak of Him as your head individually? 

FER Yes; when I have appropriated Him. But on His side He is the Head of every man. 

JSA And so it is as you were saying elsewhere forgiveness of sins is not really appropriated by an individual until he has the witness of the Spirit. 

FER No; I do not think it is. There is the redemption in Christ Jesus which has its application to all men, but then the moment comes when he can say he has redemption. But that does not alter the fact that redemption has its bearing toward all men. 

PA “Made known to all nations for the obedience of faith”. 

FER Quite so. 

WM Was it taken for granted that the Romans knew anything about our old man being crucified with Christ? There is nothing stated about the new man in Romans. Are the elements given which belong to the [p. 247] new man? 

FER I think so. You get a good deal of it in chapter 6. 

JP You have righteousness and holiness in chapter 6 and they certainly belong to the new man. 

FER Exactly. Now if we pass on to chapter 7 we get a little advance (Romans 7: 1 - 4); it is easy enough to see that we have a point further here. The point in this chapter is that really Christ becomes the source, so that we might bring forth fruit unto God. You come to the affection of Christ, and it is in the sense of affection that we bring forth fruit unto God. “Ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”. You are married to the One that is raised from the dead. The fact is we are brought under the affection of Christ. 

GWH There is the divine link formed, I suppose. 

FER I think the link is there in chapter 6. In chapter 7 it is that you are married, so that you come under the influence and attraction of the One to whom you are married. 

GWH And it is the affection consequent on this link being formed. 

FER The link is supposed all through these chapters. If the link were not there you could not count yourself alive unto God in Christ Jesus, but the point is that you should enter into it. 

JP I suppose that the reason that the law is mentioned rather than sin is, that the law had the character of a bond which sin never had. Sin was never a bond, but the law was a bond. 

FER The law was a divinely appointed bond — a “husband”; but the effect of the law was to throw man upon himself. Man became legal, and I have no doubt one other effect was he set to work to assert his rights. A legal man asserts his rights. That is always the case, if you get a man asserting his rights it is pretty good proof that he is legal. 

WH He has not accepted his own disappearance. 

JP I never saw a legal man but he was hard on others and easy on himself. 

FER That is pretty much the character of a legal [p. 248] man. But now the point for us is this, we are “married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”. I think it is a great thing for every one of us to come under the influence of Christ, because you cannot do anything right except under the influence of Christ. The apostle says, “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me”. “The faith of the Son of God”, but then he emphasises that He “loved me, and gave himself for me”, and the practical result of that is we overcome the world to begin with. “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” It is a very great thing for us to come really under the affection of Christ. 

JP I suppose in principle this fourth verse perfectly agrees with John 15. (’) 

WM You look upon abiding in the vine and marriage, as setting forth the truth of attachment to Christ? 

FER Evidently a married woman is in attachment to her husband. Every married woman is tied to her husband, and so we are married to Christ; that is, we are bound to Christ, but then the object is that we may come under the affection of Christ, and under the influence of Christ, just as the earth is under the influence of the sun, so as to bring forth fruit unto God. It is well known the earth would not bring forth fruit except under the influence of the sun. There must be sunshine and the rain. 

WM So fruit is the natural result of the bond. 

GWH It is proof that the bond exists. 

FER But you may get the bond existing and yet people not in the good of it. 

WM The Galatians really got back to the law for support. 

FER Yes, they did. They had the bond, but they were not getting the good of the bond. The consequence was they were biting and devouring one another. That was not the good of the bond clearly. 

[p. 249] JSA Only the fault did not lie with the Husband, but with them. 

WM So the apostle states in Galatians what fruit is. 

FER It is a very important point in regard to us that we should come under the influence of Christ. It is only in that way we can bring forth fruit unto God. You must get sunshine. People cannot live without it. You may get too much of it naturally, but for all that you cannot do without it. You would not get any fruit without it. 

WM The sun which shines upon us, naturally, is not able to adapt itself to us with intelligence. 

FER No; it cannot adjust itself. Sometimes you get an excess of sunshine in one part of the world and sometimes an excess of rain. It shines in general for the earth, and the earth circles around the sun, so that every part of the earth is in some way exposed to the sun, but the sun cannot adjust itself to every part of the earth at every moment. The consequence is you may get an excess of sunshine and excess of rain. That may lead to famine sometimes. It is often the case in India. But then suppose they get a proper quantity of rain, they want sunshine too. But the sun cannot adjust itself to the wants of India. There is no intelligence in the sun. That is not the case with our Sun. 

JP There is no room for moral adjustment in the material universe, but in this wonderful moral universe there is room. 

FER The christian never gets too much sunshine. You may get too much rain but not too much sunshine. 

GWH Rain is ministry. 

FER You can tell by the very look of people that they do not get sunshine enough. 

JP It affects the complexion. 

FER I think so. “Shine upon us”. You get that expression in the Psalms. It is a good thing to be shone upon. 

WM You get the same thought in Ephesians, “Christ shall shine upon thee”. 

FER Yes. The world to come will be fertile in the spiritual point of view, because it will come under the influence of the sunshine of Christ. Now when we come to chapter 8 that brings in the bond. You see chapter 6 brings out the position, chapter 7 brings out the good of the position, and chapter 8 brings out the bond of the position. 

JP The Spirit. 

FER You want to understand the position, that is chapter 6. Then you want to get the good of the position, just as the earth stands in a certain position in regard to the sun and gets the good of the position, but then we want another thing, and that is to understand the bond; there is a certain bond between the earth and the sun, and the earth is in the position and gets the good of the position and there is the bond of the position, and so it is true in christianity. We want in the first instance to understand the position and get the good of it, but then we have to recognise that next there is the bond of the position. 

WM So chapter 8 is largely about the Spirit. 

FER Almost entirely, because the point of chapter 8 is that the Spirit is the bond. “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”. That is what chapter 8 enlarges upon. 

JP And it is a sort of unfolding of what is for us in the bond. 

FER Exactly. Another point comes out in chapter 8, that is, that if you are in the bond, attached to Christ, Christ is in you. “If Christ be in you”, and what follows on that is that you are before God according to Christ. What is true in Christ is what is true in you. 

JP That is, you get sonship. 

FER Life and liberty and sonship. 

WM And all that because of the bond that attaches you to Christ. 

FER Exactly. Life is in the Spirit, liberty is in the Spirit, sonship is in the Spirit, everything is in the [p. 251] Spirit. But it is the effect and result of your being brought into attachment to Christ. 

WM It shows how all these things lie in Christ, in the Spirit, and not in us. 

FER Quite so. 

PA Why is that Scripture in Galatians about Christ being formed in you? 

FER Because the apostle was not confident about the Galatians. Christ had scarcely taken shape in them. He does say afterwards he had confidence in them through the Lord, but he does not appear to have had very much confidence. 

JP It was not that they had not the Spirit, but there was very little work of the Spirit in them. 

WM “Through” seems a characteristic word of chapters 4 and 5; in these chapters it is “in”. 

FER Quite so. I think the word “in” always supposes the bond to be there. I wonder if we all understand in regard to Christ what He is in the universe of God and how we stand to Him, and how we get the benefit of the relation; because that is the one point to us down here. People may be good christians in a kind of way doctrinally and formally. They may meet all right in a scriptural form, and hold sound doctrine, but that is not christianity. They are the externals of christianity but not the power of christianity. The power of christianity is really in the way in which we are bound to Christ, and to Christ as the centre and beginning of a world. If Christ is not apprehended in that light you have not a right thought of Him. 

JP It is a poor thing to have nothing more than correct form and sound doctrine. 

FER The practical effect of it is that people grow old. 

JP Instead of growing young. 

FER Yes. They grow old in the wilderness. If they do not get a bit into the land they grow old in the [p. 252] wilderness. 

JP Caleb and Joshua did not seem to grow old in the wilderness. 

FER Because they had been in the land and had tasted the fruit of the land. It is perfectly certain to my mind that people cannot live on the things by which they first came out of Egypt. You want to live on something else. You cannot live on the past. You must live on what is in the future. 

JSA You must live in the light and power of that world. A person might be young in spirit and old in years. 

FER If people are constantly calling to mind the things which they first had when they came out of Egypt they grow old. 

WM That is the principle of Galatianism. The apostle brought sonship before them to recover them. 

GWH You ought to live in the light and power of that in which we are soon to live actually. 

FER That is it. Get into the land of promise. How are people going to get into the land of promise? I think the way is simple; it really lies in the apprehension of what Christ is as the beginning and centre of the whole divine system. That is the moral universe. 

JSA In this very chapter it is the brightness of what is coming that encourages the believer. 

FER Yes. 


Scripture references

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …
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1 John 2:2-5 (JND) [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. [4] He that says, I know him, and does not keep his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; [5] but whoever keeps his word, in him verily the love of God is perfected. Hereby we know that we are in him.

Matthew 27 (JND) [1] And when it was morning all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus so that they might put him to death. [2] And having bound him they led him away, and delivered him up to Pontius Pilate, the governor. [3] Then Judas, who delivered him up, seeing that he had been condemned, filled with remorse, returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, …
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John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …
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Colossians 1: 1 - 29

FER I suppose the ruling thought of the epistle is that of Christ as Head, and in that connection the reconciliation of all things. 

JP I think you said there is a presentation of Christ peculiar to every epistle. 

FER Yes. We were saying that at Chicago. I think it is a great help to apprehend that in the case of each epistle. 

JP It is really the key, I suppose. 

FER I think it is, just as in the prophets the particular way in which Christ is presented in each prophecy is a key to the understanding of each prophecy. The Spirit of God does not travel over the same ground twice. The same thought applies to the gospels. The light in which Christ is presented in each particular gospel is the key to the understanding of the gospel. One important feature in it is that it goes to make up the completeness of Scripture and in a certain sense the completeness of Christ. 

JSA I think one can understand it very well if we remember, in the first place, how infinite the presentation of a divine person must be and also that Christ is the substance of all Scripture. 

CA Would you say the Spirit of God presents Him in Colossians as Head? 

FER Yes; that is insisted on so much in chapter 1. 

CA I suppose He becomes Head of all things here. 

FER Yes, and Head to the church; but it is as Head over all things that He is Head to the church. You get the same sequence in Ephesians. It is as Head over all things that He is Head to the church. That is what comes out in [p. 254] the first chapter. His being Head of all things is connected with the reconciliation of all things. 

JP Do you not think we have had in the past somewhat of a limited thought (true enough so far as it went), a limited apprehension of the headship of Christ? One has been apt to view Christ as Head to the body only, whereas He is Head over all things, and it is as Head over all things He is Head to the assembly. 

FER That is the way in which Scripture presents things. 

JSA If He is Head over all things then reconciliation in a wide aspect must come in. 

J.A. Who made Him Head? 

FER He is divinely appointed. He is constituted Head. He is not a self-made Head, but a divinely appointed Head. 

GWH Just as Adam was head of this creation. 

FER Yes. 

CA In verse 19 it says all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell in Him. 

FER It says, “by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him. And he is before all things, and by him all things consist”. 

EW Would you say that at the present time His headship over all things is not manifested? 

FER Nothing is manifest yet, but we being in the light understand Him as the Head of the assembly. Everything so to speak at the present time lies in mystery. The mystery is made manifest to those who have power to see it, but nothing is manifest except to faith. 

GWH It is the day when everything is for faith. 

FER Yes; therefore you get in the New Testament a great deal about the mystery, and the effort of the apostle is that he might make manifest the mystery. The mystery is made manifest to those who are able to see it. Nothing is made manifest to everybody as [p. 255] yet. 

EW In the kingdom it will be. 

FER Exactly. But the present time is the time of the mysteries of the kingdom. 

CA I suppose the believer knows Him as Head only to faith. 

FER Evidently. 

JSA I think there are two scriptures which, if put together, make it pretty clear. At the end of Matthew, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth”, and in Hebrews, “now we see not yet all things put under him”. 

JHC In the new creation is He manifested as Head through the assembly? 

FER I think everything will come out in Christ in that way in reconciliation. Everything is brought into reconciliation. 

JHC Will the manifestation of it be seen then through the assembly? 

FER I think the manifestation of His headship comes out in the world to come. It is all connected with the age to come, not exactly the thought of creation. Ephesians seems to connect it with the age to come. 

JP You are alluding to the tenth verse of the first chapter of Ephesians, are you not? 

FER Yes; and at the end of the chapter (verses 19 - 21), where it is also the coming age that is in view, and in the coming age it will be manifested that everything is under Christ. The coming age is the age of resurrection. That is the great point of the coming age. In the present age death dominates. Sin reigns by death. 

GWH You will see life triumph in a scene of death. 

FER Yes; victory. “O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law”. You get sin and the law and death as belonging to this age, but in the age to come it is righteousness and liberty and life; resurrection, do you not see? 

JHC The thought to my mind was this, what [p. 256] the position of the assembly and the church would be in the coming age; of course Christ will be the manifested Head of everything then, but will it be through the church? 

FER Yes, I think so. The assembly is His body. The assembly will be the vessel of light in the coming age. It says the nations walk in the light of it. The heavenly city will be the vessel of light in the coming age. “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. It is in the church He shows forth the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 

JHC That gives the church a very exalted place. 

FER Yes. And so it has even now in this world. It is Christ’s body through which Christ is properly seen. At the close of this chapter you get it: “Christ in you, the hope of glory”. 

JSA The idea in your remark is that it is through the body that a man expresses himself. 

FER Yes. A man is known in his body. The body is the vessel. No one is known apart from his body. It is absolutely impossible. There is a sort of pretence going about in the world today, that of thought-reading; that is, to know a man otherwise than through his body, to know him in his thoughts. 

CA hence you would say the church in the world to come will be the expression of what Christ is. 

FER Yes. It will be the vessel through which Christ will be seen. 

GAM Whatever comes out of Christ now comes out through the church. 

FER Exactly. 

GAM That is, the only display of Christ in this scene now is through the church. 

FER Yes. If the church does not witness to Christ, nothing else does. 

JA If He were known as Head there would be more [p. 257] of Him coming out. 

FER Israel does not witness to Him now. 

CA I suppose in the beginning of the Acts you get what the church ought to be as a witness of Christ. 

FER Yes, it comes out there. 

GWH In Revelation 3, we get what she is as a false witness. 

FER I think the witness has become obscure, but the witness is really here. 

GWH I was referring to Laodicea. 

FER The witness is here but has become obscured. For instance, you get the thought of witness in Philadelphia in a kind of way, but it is very much obscured. 

JSA I suppose until the church is actually taken out of the scene there must be a witness of some kind. 

FER I suppose so. On account of all the divisions in christendom it makes the witness so obscure. 

CA So that the church cannot cease to be a witness no matter how obscure it may be. 

FER But it may be greatly obscured. There is no doubt about it. 

GWH Referring to what Mr. A. said, you said once that God never leaves Himself without a witness. 

FER No, I do not think He does. Only the witness may be greatly obscured. It is not obscured at all in Christ. He can speak of Himself as “the faithful and true witness”, but any other witness that has ever been here has been greatly obscured. Take Israel and the church. 

CA Would you say on account of the church not holding Christ as Head she has become obscured? 

FER Yes, I think so. The witness is to the Head. 

GWH In chapter 3, of this epistle I suppose you get the church witnessing according to the mind of God. They are all characterised by love. 

FER Not only by that, but the word of Christ dwelling in you richly in all wisdom. It is that which has to come out — wisdom. You cannot separate between the [p. 258] thoughts of wisdom and the Head. The word is to dwell in you richly in all wisdom. All the grace of Christ was to come out in the church, but I think the wisdom was to be there instead of philosophy. 

CA Divine intelligence. 

FER I think the intelligence is the effect of wisdom. I think Christ is wisdom and intelligence, really understanding in regard to christians. It is not that you get understanding and then wisdom, but you get wisdom and then understanding. You continually find that order, even in the book of Proverbs. 

JP It is certainly the order of the apostle’s prayer in this chapter. 

FER Yes; wisdom and understanding. 

EW The last clause of verse 6, “The grace of God in truth”. What is the meaning of that? 

FER Truth is a very important point because the grace of God is known to us in the way of truth. The grace of God is not known to us in the same way that it will be known in Israel and the world. It is known to us in the way of truth. 

EW And what is the truth? 

FER Christ is the truth, but I take it truth in the epistles is really a subjective thought. And even in regard of Christ, where Christ is spoken of as truth it is subjective. It is truth in us. 

JSA Do you mean in such a passage as “I am the way, the truth, and the life?” 

FER Yes; I think that is a subjective thought. What comes to us as light from God really becomes truth in us. The revelation of God is light, but when the revelation of God is accepted, when man is enlightened by the revelation of God, what came to him as light becomes true in him. Then do not you see the effect of truth is that the grace of God is made known to you in truth. The truth comes in really to put everything in order in you. Moral adjustment is brought about, and it is in that moral adjustment that [p. 259] you realise the grace of God. 

CA Would you say you realise the grace of God through the word? 

FER I think it is the truth. 

GLA Can the grace of God be known apart from the truth? 

FER I think it is the effect of the truth. I do not think we realise the grace of God till it has its effect in us by the truth. 

JP And so there is, “Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts”. 

FER Exactly. And that thought is taken up in Ephesians, “having your loins girt about with truth”. That means truth morally to be in the inward parts. 

EW “As the truth is in Jesus”. You get that expression. 

FER Yes; but that is what you have learnt. ‘As is true in Jesus’. The having put off the old man and having put on the new, which after God is created in righteousness and holiness of truth. 

GWH What do you mean by moral adjustment? The setting apart from the present order of things? 

FER That might effect it, but that is not what I would speak of as moral adjustment. It is the setting everything right in the affections. 

CA Is that reconciliation? 

FER Oh, no! I think grace has reached us in that way, not as it will reach Israel for outward blessing, though it will have the same effect in them. The grace has come in really to bring about moral readjustment in us, and it is in that moral adjustment that we realise grace. 

GWH The Lord prays in John 17, “Sanctify them through thy truth”. 

FER That is sanctification, but I think moral adjustment is a greater thought than sanctification. You get all the affections adjusted and put into their proper channel. What you see in this world is people with strong affection, but you will often find that affection comes out [p. 260] in those people in wicked directions. You find that in the woman of Samaria. There was a person capable of strong affection, but the affection was going out in a wicked way, and so it is with half the affection in the world. It is affection going out in a wicked way. Now adjustment comes in to direct affections into the divinely appointed channels. That is where you get moral adjustment, and that is the way the grace of God is to affect us, else we know nothing about the grace of God. 

GWH I suppose in a way Mary Magdalene had experience of moral adjustment. 

FER I do not know. 

JP Does it not come out in what the apostle speaks of in speaking to these saints? He speaks of their faith in Christ Jesus, that is the light from this Person; but there is another thing, that is, love to all saints. That is the evidence of their moral adjustment. 

FER That is the only evidence we can see in a kind of way. A man may say he loves God and loves Christ, but the only evidence is that he loves the saints. 

ECE Would you not say when Christ was in the world everything in Christ was morally adjusted, and when there is an answer to that there is the moral adjustment. 

FER I think the unconverted man cannot be adjusted. 

EW It is an impossibility to adjust the old man. 

FER Take the woman of the city who was a sinner. I think everything was put into moral adjustment with her. I have no doubt Christ was the light of God to her; that light exposed everything, but at the same time taking effect, coming in as truth it brought everything into moral adjustment. She was not going to revert to her previous course at all. I have no doubt that she loved God and loved Christ, and she loved the people of God, and so too in regard of everything else. That is, what you may call moral adjustment is brought about, and the [p. 261] affections are directed into divinely appointed channels where affections are directed properly. 

JP So the Lord could say to her, “Thy faith hath saved thee; go in peace”. 

CHK Would you say that all this is wrought by the Holy Spirit? 

FER Yes, because the Spirit is the truth. You must not leave truth out. 

CHK One walking in the power of the Spirit, would not that be the natural result? 

FER But you will not walk in the power of the Spirit apart from the truth. There is positive power in the truth. 

EW Would you say that grace and truth are closely allied? 

FER It says so. “Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ”. 

JSA I think it is an interesting announcement to the woman of Samaria when the Lord says, “they that worship Him must worship him in spirit and in truth”. 

CA Truth is given a very prominent place. 

FER I think it is a wonderful help to us as to what truth really is, light from God in the soul. There has been a great misconception in christendom and among us as to what truth is. You get an assent to the word of God, but it has not become truth to us unless it is light from God wrought in our souls and then it becomes formative. 

JSA The first thing that happened in the physical world after the light came in was the separation between light and darkness. The same is true morally, is it not? 

FER Yes. 

GWH The result is that we love the saints, and it is love in the Spirit, I suppose. 

FER Quite so. 

JP I think you said that Christ being presented as Head in this epistle necessitated reconciliation. 

FER I think it is in that connection that God takes [p. 262] everything up — that everything is brought into divine complacency. That is the thought of reconciliation. That is the divine thought of it, that everything may be brought into divine complacency, and that is all brought about in Christ. 

ECE In the age to come there will be a manifestation of that, an answer to all that is brought out in this chapter. 

FER I think so. 

ECE There is no answer to it now. 

FER Only in the church. 

ECE In what way will it become a subjective thing then? 

FER In verses 18 to 22 evidently the reconciliation of all things is contemplated. “To reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”. The vessel of reconciliation is there. Christ is the vessel of reconciliation. What it requires is for everything to be brought into reconciliation to Christ. 

ECE I get it from what Mr. A. said about the light being separated from the darkness, that in one sense we have the separation. Now the idea of reconciliation implies a complete adjustment which does not exist today. In what way will it be brought about? 

FER I think it will all be brought in in Christ. We get another thought coming out in connection with the Lord, that is, the subjugation of all evil. He has power to put down all evil, but then there is another thought, and that is subduing all things to Himself. Our bodies will be changed into the likeness of His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself; so you get the resurrection of the saints, then you get the subjugation of Israel. That is the separation which is brought about in the case of Israel. There will be the true Israel, and separation brought about, and thus separation among the nations, because all the nations are brought down to the valley of decision, 

[p. 263] and they are all judged in a kind of way. What is manifestly and avowedly and evidently contrary to Christ comes under judgement, but all other is subdued, so the Spirit of God is poured out on all flesh. Christ is the Head of the nations, a light for the revelation of the gentiles, and He is the Head of the nations. Everything is brought into subjection, so it is in that way that every thing is brought into reconciliation. In the very fact of its being brought into subjugation to Christ it is brought into reconciliation. That is the way in which all will be effected, beyond all manner of doubt. You get on the one hand divine power and authority to put down all the evil, that is what avowedly and evidently opposes. That is the character of things where judgement comes in, but then all else is really brought into subjection. 

ECE And in God’s view this moral adjustment has already been brought about in the believer. 

FER It has been brought about if it has been brought about. That is God’s thought in regard to the believer, and the power to bring it about is there. Its being brought about in us depends on the place which the truth has in us. It is only brought about by the truth. 

CA You were saying adjustment is brought about in the saints now morally, and in the age to come it is brought about literally. 

FER It will be manifested in power. That is what God will bring about — the reconciliation of all things, things in heaven and things on earth. Not only things on earth but things in heaven. All are brought into divine complacency. All is to be maintained in unity. Christ becomes the common bond that will hold every part of the system together. He is before all things and by Him all things subsist. That is, they are held together. Christ is the common bond and everything will be held together in Christ, else the whole thing would be disjointed. Take the condition of Europe, for instance. You get a great many States in Europe, and you remember the great Napoleon, who was a type of antichrist, sought to subdue [p. 264] all these States to himself. He was bitterly opposed to England, and he thought of subduing Europe to himself and of bringing down England, but he did not quite succeed. Then the power of Napoleon dropped, and Europe went back to different States. You get countries like Germany and Russia, but then there is no common bond. 

CA Christ will become the Sun of righteousness then. 

FER He becomes the bond that holds all things together. The entire system is held together in unity. That is the divine thought, and if that be not true you must be content to go on with the world as it is, because whatever men may do they will never find anything to hold men together in a common bond. 

GWH They may have union, but they will not have unity. 

FER They may have union but they will not bring about unity. Then when they get antichrist, there is another great head in the world, and that is the great northern power; the great northern power in opposition to the antichrist. Antichrist will be a great power. He will exercise all the authority of the Roman emperor, but then there is another great power that will not be subject to the antichrist, and that is the power of the north, so it is a great mistake to suppose that antichrist is going to subdue all things to himself. 

JP He will have a wonderful power within a given scope. 

FER But at the same time there is also another great power on earth. But then when Christ comes the first thing that He deals with is Babylon. Babylon is broken to pieces at His coming, but after that He deals with the power on earth. 

And it is the character of divine dealings that nothing is put right on earth till all is right in heaven. A good general would not move out his extremities till he had things right at his base. So it is in regard of the Lord. Till things are right in heaven He does not put things [p. 265] right on earth. That is all brought out in the Revelation. The first thing there is the catching up of the man-child to the throne, and the next thing is war in heaven, not war on earth, and the power of evil cast out of heaven and no place found for Satan there, and then he comes down to get a great time on earth and gives his power to the beast, but there is no more place for him in heaven. Michael and his angels fight against the devil and his angels, and there is no place found for him. Then the devil comes to earth in a great rage and then you get a terrific conflict here on earth. You get the binding together of the tares in bundles. You get the last phase of the great Roman power, and the harlot, and the power on earth and all that kind of thing. They are all engaged, but it soon comes to an end. 

CA I was going to say that everything here is disjointed. 

FER There is no power in the universe that can hold things together but Christ. That is what will mark the world to come. Every part of the system is held together in unity because Christ is the one bond. He is Head of the church, He is Head of the entire heavenly company. He is Head of the nations. He is Head of Israel. It is like a series of circles, one circle within another, but then Christ is the centre of every circle, because if you have a series of concentric circles one is the centre of all the others. 

GWH And all the circles at that time will be in their proper relation to the centre. Referring to what you were saying, heaven is as badly off as earth is at this time. 

FER No; that will not do. “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”. 

GWH I was thinking there is to be war in heaven. 

FER There is evil in heaven, but evil is not dominant, and it is dominant here upon earth, and that will be still more marked than it is now. 

JSA There is a passage in Acts 3 about “the times of restitution of all things”, but it says a little earlier, “when [p. 266] the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord, and he shall send Jesus”. It is a time when everything is brought into blessing and refreshment. 

GWH Would you not say the heavens are defiled? 

FER I think they are. There will not only be a new earth but a new heaven. 

JHC What do you mean by the heavens? 

FER I take it there is an unseen world, and that unseen world is spoken of as heaven, and then that unseen world is the abode of God, that is, the heaven of heavens. I take it the heavens is an expression used to convey to us the thought of the unseen world. 

JHC What you might call the spirit world. 

FER I do not know what you might call it, but it is the unseen world. 

JHC I suppose it is inhabited by spirits, because we have good spirits and evil spirits. 

FER Quite so. 

GWH There is spiritual wickedness. 

FER But we must not speak too much about it, because that is prying into the things that are unseen. Scripture speaks of them only in their relation to earth. 

CA Is not Scripture taken up mostly with the earth? 

FER I think it is, but then it does teach us this, that earth is affected largely by the influence of the heavens. 

CA Then you get the expression “the kingdom of heaven”. 

JSA And in the right state of things the earth and the heavens are in perfect accord. In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth, and in the world to come they are again in accord. 

CA Would not that be reconciliation when they are in perfect accord? 

FER I could not say that. Reconciliation really brings all things under Christ. 

JHC The thought to my mind in speaking about the ages to come, a little while previously, was that of all [p. 267] these circles Christ will be the Head of each, but the nearest concentric circle will be the church. 

FER That is true. 

ECE Can we have a conception of the ages to come subjectively? 

FER Scripture gives you light enough about it. 

ECE It becomes an objective thought. 

FER I think we can have an idea of what it will be subjectively. 

PAES What would you say is the power by which Christ subjugates everything to Himself? 

FER What is the power by which He subjugated you? 

PAES Love. 

FER Well, He has done it by some power. The church is a witness of what He can do. He is going to change these bodies of our humiliation and fashion them like unto the body of His glory according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself. And He is subjugating to God that which was disorderly and unruly and contrary and perverse. I daresay you were none too complacent. 

JSA “Enemies in your mind by wicked works”. 

ECE You spoke a little while ago about the readjustment of things. 

FER I think man’s idea is not really unity, it is the holding of things down by some kind of iron power. The way in which Christ subjugates all things to Himself is different. The great thought of the head is wisdom — that is the idea in Scripture — and I think the way that Christ subjugates all things to Himself is by bringing every part of the system under His moral influence. That will be completely effected in the church and the heavenly company, and in the world to come heaven will exercise a most profound influence over earth, because there will be an immense body in heaven who will be completely in accord with Christ morally, and they will exercise a most profound influence on earth, and even on earth there will [p. 268] be a great company of people entirely subject to Christ. Israel will be subject to Christ, and there are other companies on earth who will be completely subject to Christ and they will exercise a most profound influence on earth. So too the nations are brought more or less under the influence of Christ. In that way Christ subjugates all things to Himself. 

JSA If you get moral unity it will last, but if you get any other kind of unity it will not last. Many a man can see things wrong without being able to put things right. 

ECE There is recognition of things being wrong around us. 

CA Would you say that everything is brought into subjection through love? That would be a contrast to man, who would seek to bring things into subjection by law. 

FER Yes; but they do not go to the root of the matter, because there are certain principles at work, and always will be at work; the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, which cannot be rooted out. Supposing everything in America were brought down to one common level, you could not root out the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, and all that sort of thing would soon bring about a change. What I can see at the same time is that Christ brings in an entirely overpowering influence. A vast deal will depend on heaven and the influence that heaven will exercise, but there will be an overpowering influence on earth; and there is another thing — the condition of things will be so entirely changed, that the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the pride of life will have very little scope. 

EW Mr. S. asked what the power was that subjugated to Christ. Is it the same power that holds in subjection? 

FER I do not think people in that day will go after statues and pictures and all that kind of thing. I do not think they will be less intelligent than they are now, but more intelligent; but intelligence will go in entirely [p. 269] different directions, and they will not run after the mere gratification of taste. 

GMB Real intelligence will be dependent on regulated affection. 

FER I think so. There will be great intelligence, but it will take moral lines. 

GBM It could not take moral lines now because of the maladjustment of the affections. 

FER Yes. 

GWH I suppose the thing for us now is to increase in the knowledge of God. 

FER And the apprehension of Christ as the centre of a system. Christ is the centre of a system; and then there is another important point, and that is what comes out strongly in this epistle, namely, to understand the ground on which God has placed everything, that is resurrection. 

CA I suppose we would not get on far in our souls unless we are clear as to that point. 

FER He is the first-born from the dead. If He is the first-born from the dead, everything must be placed on the ground of resurrection. 

CA That in all things He might have the pre-eminence. 

FER It is on the ground of resurrection. 

CA Hence you would say God is working in that sphere now. 

FER And all outside of that is on the ground of death. 

ECE In regard to this question of art. Would you say that in itself it is not harmful? 

FER But it all leads to the admiration of man, and people are taken up with genius, but the curious thing about genius is that it is something out of proportion. 

CA Really there is nothing for the believer this side of resurrection. 

FER No; but what I would like is for christians to see through these things. There is something morally [p. 270] out of gear where they do not. I would like to see a great many pictures, but then I would like moral pictures. I like things with some moral beauty, and there cannot be any moral beauty in the finest work that ever was painted. I would like to see a picture where there is perfect moral beauty. 

CA And that is what God is looking for. 

JHC I would like to ask before closing what do you understand by the power on earth in opposition to antichrist? 

FER I think it is all the great power that the Lord crushes when He comes. It is the power of the Assyrian, and the power behind the Assyrian. 


Scripture references

Colossians 1:1-29 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, [4] having heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and the love which ye have towards all the saints, [5] on account of the hope which [is] laid up for you in the heavens; of which ye heard before in the word of the truth of the glad tidings, [6] which are come to you, as [they are] in all the world, [and] are bearing fruit and growing, even as also among you, from the day ye heard [them] and knew indeed the grace of God, in truth: [7] even as ye learned from Epaphras our beloved fellow-bondman, who is a faithful minister of Christ for you, [8] who has also manifested to us your love in [the] Spirit. [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God; [11] strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy; [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …



READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (2)

[p. 271] READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (2)

Colossians 1: 21 - 29; Colossians 2: 1 - 19

GWH Paul in writing to the Colossians speaks of them as though they had been reconciled, but were they in the good of reconciliation? 

FER It is provisional. They were reconciled provisionally. It is conditional. “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister”. You could not exactly speak of it absolutely. 

JP If it was spoken of absolutely there would be no “if”. 

FER No; I think that must be the case. It can only reach to that as long as we are down here. The thing is true in a kind of way and yet it does not leave out the necessity of continuance on our part. 

GWH Continuance is the true test as to whether we are in the good of a thing. 

FER I think so. It is the test. We never cease to be tested as long as we are down here. “Who are kept by the power of God through faith”. It is through faith. 

JP Speaking of reconciliation here being provisional, I heard you say, too, that in Romans 11 the world is reconciled in a provisional sense. 

FER Yes. It speaks of it in that way. “If the casting away of them [the Jews] be the reconciling of the world”. It seems that the world has come into reconciliation. You get an equivalent thought at the end of this chapter, not reconciliation exactly, but what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the gentiles. It is Christ in you the hope of glory. It is Christ really among the gentiles [p. 272] the hope of glory, so then he goes on to add, “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man”. 

The present moment is a peculiar moment in regard to the gentiles, for the casting off of the Jew has become the reconciling of the world. Now you have, “which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”, that is in the gentiles the hope of glory. “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”. 

CA Then it is not individually Christ in you. 

FER No. It is Christ in the gentiles. 

JSA If I understand you it is rather the general character of that which is seen, than the application of it to individuals. 

FER I think so. 

CHK I presume the mystery refers to what we had before us this morning. 

FER He tells you what it is, “Christ in you the hope of glory”. 

JP It is a mystery, because it does not belong to the public ways of God. 

FER No; the more natural thing was Israel among the gentiles. 

JP Yes, but Christ is the Anointed. 

FER God’s thought was that Israel were to be like the dew from heaven. They were the vessel of God’s testimony among the gentiles and a separate people to be dew from the Lord among the gentiles. 

JP And that is not a mystery. 

FER No; it is that which will come to pass. 

JP So that in the world to come there will be no mystery, but Christ will be known then in connection with His earthly people. 

FER Yes. Israel will be a blessing in the midst of the nations. I think God has ordained them for that, but the peculiar thing is this, the casting off of the Jew in the present moment is the reconciling of the world. What explains that is the position of Christ now in regard to the [p. 273] world and the testimony. Christ is the Head of every man, and now what we get here is this, “Christ in you the hope of glory”. 

JP And hence if we see that the world is reconciled, it is a wonderful thing, because it gives you an idea of the character of the present moment, an accepted time, a day of salvation, and God is not dealing in judgement with men now. 

FER No. It is Christ in you the hope of glory. 

JSA I think your remark at Rochester may be helpful. We have an idea often that the death of Christ has brought the world under judgement, but the world as it is presented here is brought into reconciliation provisionally. 

JP “God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself”. 

JA So they might freely hear and accept the glad tidings. 

GWH Would you not say then that the world is resting under judgement now? 

FER That is not the way Scripture speaks of things. 

JP But you have to distinguish between the world system and the people. 

FER Yes; I think so. You can speak of the world in the sense of its being the nations, that is, the people in distinction from the Jew. That is how Scripture often speaks of the world, but I think the world system is judged, it is exposed; that is the meaning of the word judged. For instance, if a thing is exposed for you it is judged. “All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”. If that is what the world presents to me, it is judged. 

JP “God so loved the world” could not be the world system. 

GWH And so in John 9, “For judgement I am come into this world”, I suppose means I am [p. 274] come to expose things. 

FER He did not come to expose exactly, but it is the necessary consequence of His coming into the world that everything was exposed. 

CA You have said that Christ coming into the world brought everything to an issue. 

FER Everything was exposed. 

JP That was the consequence of His being here, not the purpose. “God sent not his Son into the world, to condemn the world: but that the world through him might be saved”. “And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light”. 

CHK Would you say judgement comes in on the one who does not believe? “He that believeth not has been already judged”. 

FER He is tested. 

CHK I mean the judgement would come on the individual who really disbelieved. 

FER In result it will. 

JP In result; that is important. 

GWH But it is after death the judgement. 

FER Yes, individually. 

JSA So while there is life there is hope in that sense. 

CA Really the present dispensation brought in no such thought as judgement. 

FER That does not appear to be the character of the dispensation. The apostle insists that now is an accepted time, a day of salvation. That does not look like a time of judgement. So you get here the thought of Christ in you the hope of glory. That does not look like judgement. Then the apostle adds immediately, “whom we preach”. 

CA Would you say a little on that, as to what is the hope of glory. 

FER I think the hope of glory is that the glory is coming in. It is really heralded by Christ being among the gentiles. 

GWH It takes the character of hope because [p. 275] it is not revealed. 

FER Quite so. 

CA It will be revealed in the ages to come. 

FER Yes. It is the hope of glory. “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”, and Christ among the gentiles is the hope of glory. 

JHC At the present time grace is reigning. 

FER That is the thought at the present time. That is what is really true to faith. It is not true in a public way quite, but it is what faith apprehends. 

GWH And grace and judgement could hardly be operative at the present time. 

FER No. 

CHK Then you could not preach in the gospel that men are under judgement. 

FER I think it is a mistake to say so. 

CHK That is, the world is under judgement and the Holy Spirit is gathering men out. 

FER But if you preach that you are bound to substantiate it. How would you do that from Scripture? 

CHK Now is the judgement of this world. 

FER That is true. To one who has the Spirit, the world is judged and the prince of this world is cast out. I am afraid to speak about myself, but I think that is true about me. I judge this world, and the prince of this world is cast out to me. I think that with the believer who has divine perception this world is judged. I see its character and judge it, and the prince of this world has no more power over me. His power is broken. I judge the world system. It looks beautiful to the man of the world, but if a christian can judge the character of it it is judged to him. That is what I think it means. 

JP Is not that the substance of the scripture in John 16, where the Lord says, speaking of the Spirit coming, “He will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgement?” 

FER Yes. By whom is it judged? By the one who has the Spirit. If you can know the character of a person, at [p. 276] all events to you that person is judged, and so the prince of this world is judged to us. 

JP And it is a great thing practically. 

FER John uses the word “judged” in an essentially moral sense, not in a judicial sense. “For judgement I am come into this world, that they which see not might see; and that they which see might be made blind”. 

CA I think we have made a mistake in that word judgement, in thinking it meant wrath. 

FER Not with John. It is used in a more moral sense. 

JP There is a passage in John 3: 36, “wrath”, but that is in result, as Mr. Raven said. 

ECE The idea of grace and judgement could be harmonised in distinguishing between the individual and the system. The truth involves an exposing of this world, and through the exposing a way comes in for us to get out of it. There would certainly be the concurrent action of grace and judgement. 

FER When you come out of a thing at all events it is judged for you. 

JSA I think many of us have long failed to understand John 16 from not seeing that particular point, that conviction is in the mind of the believer as to the world. 

FER We use the word “judge” in that sense very often. We often say, speaking of a person, ‘He has never judged himself’. Some particular person who has been prone to something or other. That expression is very common amongst us. 

Now to go back, I think it is extremely important to understand the character of the present moment. It is a peculiar moment and to understand the character of it is very important. 

JP I suppose one could hardly preach the gospel with any intelligence unless in some way one understood the character of the present moment. 

FER I think the truth is this, that Christ has come in as last Adam in virtue of redemption, and that has altered the entire position of things. You must allow [p. 277] Christ place as last Adam. As the last Adam He is the Head of every man, if He be the last Adam, and hence that must have some effect on the general condition of things. I presume that is certain. 

CA The Scripture says He is the Head of every man. That is in connection with the church. 

FER No, it is in the widest sense. But the effect of Christ coming in as the Head of every man alters the whole position, because man in a kind of way is taken up for the moment afresh in Christ. That is the truth of things, I think. It does not say ‘the judgement of God which is toward all’, it is “the righteousness of God which is toward all”, so by one righteousness the free gift of life came towards all men unto justification of life. That shows that Christ stands in relation to all men. 

JP So the grace of God that bringeth salvation to all men hath appeared. 

FER And God will have all men to be saved in that way. I think it is a great mistake to preach that the present moment is a moment of wrath, except in regard to the Jew, and he is a standing witness of the wrath of God, but beyond that it is a mistake to preach that men are under the wrath of God. 

JP It is in regard to the Jew that the apostle said by the Spirit, “Wrath is come upon them to the uttermost”. 

GWH At the same time you would not say that the grace of God is confined to the gentile, and would not reach the Jew now. 

FER God may do that, as lost in the world, but the very fact of the Jew being lost in the world is a proof of the wrath of God. The wrath of God is governmental. So governmentally the wrath of God is on the Jew, and yet I could understand a Jew being converted. He is simply looked at as being lost in the midst of the world, in the sea of gentiles, and while they have become engulfed in the sea of the gentiles, it is possible that a Jew might be converted. 

JP But that would not be in the sense of a Jew. It is [p. 278] the time of their being cast away, and the time will come when the Jew as the Jew will be received. 

FER But they are received on that ground now, that is, as being lost in the world. 

CA I think they can only come in on that ground now. 

FER Yes. I think any special mission to the Jews now is a great mistake. 

PAES Would you mind praying for the peace of Jerusalem? 

FER If I did I would pray for the peace of the church. That is the only Jerusalem now. 

JHC I was struck with verse 27, how the grace of God comes out there. God would make known to the gentiles. It seems to be the over-abounding grace of God. 

FER Yes. So the apostle says, “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom: that we may present every man perfect in Christ”. It is a most remarkable expression. 

JP It would be pretty difficult to put any limitation on that expression, “every man”. 

FER Yes. I do not think it is intended to limit it at all. 

JSA There is another thought we have had more than once elsewhere, and that is what God has in His mind for every man, and it is only as you come into the light of it that there is any difference. 

FER You see the mountain has been cast into the midst of the sea. “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove”. That is what has come to pass. The mountain has been removed. The faith of the apostles did that. 

JP What do you understand by the mountain? 

FER I think the testimony of God and the power that was connected with God’s testimony has been removed. It is no longer centred in Jerusalem. It has been removed and cast into the midst of the sea. The body of Christ is among the gentiles, “Christ in you, the hope of glory”. 

JP The testimony is there, and the oracles are there maintained in divine power. 

FER That is the first epistle to the Corinthians. The temple and the body among the gentiles. 

JP So you would not go in now for a delegation to be sent to Jerusalem. 

FER No. The Lord said in regard to the apostles, “If ye had faith ... it should obey you”. I think the apostles failed a bit. Their disposition was to remain in Jerusalem. They had to be moved out of it by persecution, and God came in and raised up a special witness in the person of Paul, really to carry the mountains into the sea. 

JA So the twelve had really no faith toward the gentiles. 

FER I think they failed. That was Mr. Darby’s thought. They were too much disposed to stick to Jerusalem. 

JP I suppose the best you could say about them was that in Galatians they consented to it in a way, in the ministry of Paul. 

FER The Lord had said they were to be witnesses in Jerusalem and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. They seemed reluctant to go out in that way, and then the Lord raised up Paul. 

JP It shows certain persons may fail to accept the privilege given to them, but at the same time the Lord does not give up His thoughts. That is, they go out to the uttermost parts of the earth. 

FER Yes. He was not bound to the twelve. 

JHC Do you not think the tendency is to narrow things down with us? God is large and we are small. 

FER Have you found that out? I have very much the same kind of thought. 

GAM You get the thought sometimes that God is tied up [p. 280] to us. 

FER But you get painfully undeceived. 

JHC What do you mean by ‘us’? 

CA I suppose it has been said that such a person thinks he cannot be done without. 

FER You have to find you can be done without. 

CA That was the case in connection with the twelve. 

FER The great thing is to go on with God, not to expect God to go on with us. People make that mistake often. God will hardly go on with you if you do not go on with God. 

CA I suppose Enoch would be an illustration of that. 

FER Quite so. 

JHC That is very individual. 

FER As a matter of fact, service was always individual. I object to a great many things going on in the present day. I do not like to see half a dozen men in the present day who profess to be evangelists, all preaching the one after the other. 

JP A sort of evangelistic combination. 

FER Exactly. 

JHC You mean by that there is a kind of dependence on one another. 

FER I do not think men ought to combine on any particular service. He that teacheth is to wait on his teaching. Whatever gift a man has as from the Lord, he himself is to carry that out on his own responsibility from the Lord. 

CA Would you say then that service is entirely individual? It is not that you would object to a little Philippian fellowship on the part of the gospel. 

FER I think that is from the saints. What I mean is men of any particular gift combining together for service. 

JHC Would not that be forming an organisation like those in system. 

FER It looks uncommonly like it. 

JP It really comes to the forming of a clique. 

JSA I think the expression has been used ‘a gospel campaign’. 

FER I do not believe in that kind of thing at all. It is not the scriptural way of carrying out service. 

CHK Would you say a brother who has a gift is responsible to go and use it? 

FER Let him go and exercise it. He does not want to go on and consult with other people. You are not even dependent on your brethren. 

CA What is the point in chapter 2: 2, 3, “That their hearts might be comforted, ... in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge?” 

FER It is the point of the apostle’s conflict. He says, “I would that ye knew what great conflict I have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for as many as have not seen my face in the flesh”, so it includes us, because we have not seen his face in the flesh, “that their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the acknowledgement of the mystery of God ... in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”. The apostle desired that for the saints for their establishment, and to preserve them from the influences that were coming in, and by which they were liable to be affected. 

JP I suppose the force of the word ‘comfort’ is really ‘encourage’. 

FER Exactly. “Being knit together in love”, that is the first great thing, but unto the “full assurance of understanding”. That is the great point. 

JP I have been greatly struck with that. The secret of saints being encouraged is that the saints be knit together in love. You will not find the one without the other. 

CA I suppose love should be our common bond. 

FER It is spoken of as the bond of perfectness. But then you want that, and at the same time you want what is spoken of afterwards — the full assurance of understanding. That is, that the saints may not be dogmatical. If they have not the full assurance of understanding [p. 282] they are dogmatical. 

CA What do you mean by dogmatical? 

FER They get creeds and statements, and rest entirely on statements, and so on, if they have not the full assurance of understanding. 

JP And they are not always Scripture statements. Like the ‘new nature’, and others. There is no scripture for that. 

GBM The repeated reformation of creeds suggests a cloudiness of mind. 

FER What struck me about creeds ten years ago, when we had some trouble, was, that the orthodox statement which was then promulgated was taken out of the Athanasian creed. 

ECE We do not need to be instructed as to what is dogmatic, but as to what is the full assurance of understanding. 

GWH But I suppose there is a divine order in this, love and then understanding. 

FER I think so. 

GWH It is love which edifies. 

JSA And the church in Acts 2 had not had much dogmatic teaching, and yet we have not improved on them much in principle. 

FER I think as to what H. was saying, if there is the allowance of anything that is not according to love it is a great hindrance to understanding. Any such sentiment that is allowed or sanctioned or encouraged is a great hindrance to people. 

CHK You would not look at that as one of the weights the apostle speaks of. 

FER No. If you cherish any sentiment of the flesh you will not find that you will get much understanding. If “thine eye be single thy whole body shall be full of light”. That is the principle. 

JSA “My judgement is just; because I seek not mine own will”. 

FER Yes. You want to get rid of all cloudiness which comes in by the allowing of sentiments [p. 283] of the flesh. 

Otherwise you will not get the full assurance of understanding. 

JP It is a great point to be reached evidently, because look at what the apostle was going through really that the saints might reach it. All that he was going through was with that in view. 

ECE The use of the word ‘assurance’ means that when this takes place, instead of saying you are it, you are it. That is assurance. 

FER Quite so. I think it is an immense thing in divine things to understand things. It is not simply that you take up statements of Scripture, but the point is to understand them. 

GWH I suppose that is what Paul had in mind in writing to Timothy, “Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all things”. 

FER Exactly. It is a great thing to understand the mystery. It is difficult to understand a system of philosophy. No one ever did except the person who wrote it, and I do not know how much he understood it. 

JP There are many beautiful expressions in Proverbs, “All the words of my mouth are in righteousness: there is nothing froward or perverse in them. They are all plain to him that understandeth”. 

FER Yes. And I think to get an apprehension of the way in which God is going to evolve a moral universe out of chaos and confusion, is a wonderful thing. That is what the mystery is. 

GAM It is a wonderful thing for the soul to get any light on that. 

FER I think so. Christ has come in to that end, and the explanation of it all is really Christ, and it is in that sense He is the wisdom of God. I think wisdom really means resource, and Christ is the resource of God to bring to pass what I have spoken of. That is, to bring into existence out of the chaos and confusion in the present world, a universe in which God will be glorified. Christ [p. 284] is the One by whom it is accomplished, hence He is the wisdom and the power of God. 

JSA Just in that sense you understand the following verse, “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge?” 

FER Quite so. I have no doubt when the apostle wrote here he had before him the system of the Greek philosophy, all the ideas of commonwealth and the regenerating of society, etc. They had that before them, but it is all cobwebs because it never did come to anything. It has been tried and plenty of it, but it all comes to nothing; the fact is this, in the mystery of God are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. God will evolve it because He has power, but the philosopher does not exercise any power. 

ECE Would you say that is going on now? Then the idea is if that is going on now we cannot separate the idea of judgement from the process. 

FER There is the necessity of judgement in a kind of way. But it is not part of the positive work of God. 

CA I suppose what the apostle strove for was that the saints should be in the light of the world to come. 

FER Yes. But it is the wisdom by which the world to come is brought about. 

CA That brings in the thought of the Person. 

FER Yes; the thought of Christ. 

GWH Referring to what you were saying, I suppose the great proof that philosophy is a sham and a fallacy is that there is no moral effect produced. 

FER I think so. I believe any real state of happiness for man must be dependent on God’s revelation to man and God’s thought in regard to man. There would be no happiness apart from that. 

GWH If a christian studies philosophy he is in a bad business, is he not? 

FER I think so. 

JHC If a man has any spiritual understanding, philosophy [p. 285] is as dry as dust to him. 

FER I think it is dry as dust to people who have any spiritual understanding. My point in regard to it is this, that philosophy is quite powerless. It is not a gospel. 

JHC It is a dead thing. 

FER It is dead speculation. 

GBM It also fails to recognise the source of the maladjustment of things. I remember reading Spencer, and he presents what are the causes of evil in the world, and the word sin was not there. He knew nothing about it. 

FER And if you put another word in the place of ‘sin’ it really shows where they are, that is ‘lawlessness’. They are all lawless. They are not in an orbit. A man who is lawless cannot account for anything. 

GWH I suppose the Colossians were in danger of being spoiled by this, and Christ as the true wisdom is brought in to counteract things. 

FER Yes. 

JSA I think there is another thing that comes in, namely, that it is enlarging to the mind and thought of a moral being to have some apprehension of the mystery of God — infinitely more so than any philosophy could be. 

GWH Philosophy is all based on the wisdom of the world, I suppose, and that is foolishness with God. 

FER Yes. 

CHK Would you say that love is the channel that leads men into the treasures spoken of? 

FER I think love is the foundation and that on which you are founded. You get a solid foundation, “rooted and grounded in love”, and one very great effect of love is that it enlarges. There is great enlargement in love. 

CHK It is the essential foundation of christianity. 

FER Yes; it says, “being rooted and grounded in love”. 

CHK It often gets to a kind of sentiment among us. 

CA Would you say that love gives capacity for understanding? 

FER [p. 286] It is like a rock. We are rooted and grounded in it. You get stability and you get enlargement. 

JP And there is such a thing as saints being straitened in their own bowels, and they need to be enlarged. 

JSA And the word quoted proves that, “rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height”. 

CHK Mr. P., what do you mean by being straitened? 

JP I suppose the bowels is a term for the affections. He longed for the Philippian saints in the bowels of Jesus Christ. The Corinthians were straitened in their own bowels. 

FER But the accomplishment of redemption, the grace of God coming in by Christ to take up the liabilities under which men were, so that of necessity Christ must come out in resurrection; because I think it is a very important point in regard of Christ that resurrection is inherent. You see you get the accomplishment of redemption and Christ coming out in resurrection according to necessity, and everything being brought into accord with Christ on that ground seems to me to be wonderful wisdom. 

JP You mean by ‘inherent’, resurrection of necessity; what the apostle states when he says, “it was not possible that he should be holden of it”. 

FER Yes. “No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again”. 

JP That was the great blunder of Satan, was it not? 

FER Yes; but do you not see, all the liabilities removed and the effect of it, a risen Christ and everything brought into accord with Christ on the platform of resurrection, and of necessity the powers of evil are all dispossessed. That is how God works to bring a moral universe out of the chaos and confusion. But you may depend upon it the whole secret of it is incarnation. The Son of God becomes Man with ability to accomplish [p. 287] redemption, and resurrection is inherent in Him, so that if He goes into death, He must of necessity come out of it. But then He comes out of it and everything is brought into accord with it, and Satan and sin and death find themselves outside. 

JP So He is declared to be the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead. 

FER Yes. He subdues everything to Himself; and the powers of evil are outside. They have all their full place in the present world, but the moment you get to a risen Christ they are all outside. 

CA You would say then that everything has been established for God in a risen Christ. 

FER Yes. Christ must suffer and must rise again. That is the point in all the Scriptures. That is wisdom or resource on the part of God. 

CA That would leave us as a redeemed people, quite clear. 

FER Yes. So in the next chapter we are risen with Him. We are on that platform “with him”. And hence you are outside the region of sin and death and Satan’s power. 

ECE You were giving elsewhere the illustration of the lifting of a mortgage. 

FER Yes. The whole inheritance of men was under encumbrance. The point was to save the inheritance for God. That is what came to pass in redemption. God came forward; and there is another point, and that is, it is only the owner of the property that could take up the encumbrance. No man could do it, unless he was the owner of the property, therefore it is only the Creator who can take up the encumbrance, and that is what God has done. The devil did not know it, but really to crucify the Son of God was only to accomplish God’s purposes, because resurrection was inherent in Him, and Christ in resurrection is outside of everything. 

JP “Through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil”. 

GAM “And deliver”. That is where his loss came in. Not only that death did not hold Christ, but that others came in in resurrection. 

FER Just as you get in the next chapter, “ye are risen with him”. 

JHC It puts one in mind of that hymn, ‘O Bright and blessed scenes, where sin can never come’. (64:1) There is nothing in that scene but the love of God. 

JSA But everything is really involved in the Son of God becoming Man and going into death. 

JP A divine Person becoming Man. 

FER That is the eighth chapter of Proverbs, really. 

PAES The rights of God could not have been met had His mercy not been behind it. 

FER But mercy is a right of God. 

JP Mr. A. said in one of the meetings, God had said long ago, “I will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy”. 

FER It is an important point to recognise that mercy is a right of God. 

ECE Referring, as you were a little while ago, to the inheritance, we are looked upon as God’s inheritance. 

FER But liability has come in on the inheritance. Who could take up the liabilities? 

GWH The Owner of the inheritance. 

JSA And that is what you have here, “all things were created by him, and for him”. 

FER It is only an illustration, but that is the general principle in the Old Testament. It was only the one to whom the inheritance belonged who could take up the encumbrance. 

ECE You get that in the treasure hid in the field, do you not? 

FER It is perfectly certain that men are God’s inheritance, and another thing is equally certain, that men had come under liabilities. Then I say it is equally certain to me that men could not relieve themselves of their liabilities, and no one had any title whatever to [p. 289] relieve men of their liabilities with the exception of God Himself. 

JHC That is where the rights of God’s mercy come I want to get clear about the mystery. The mystery is the church, and it is that which is the depositary of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

FER No; I would not say the mystery is the church exactly; I do not think that. 

JP It is not put that way. It is the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

JSA And you get in Revelation 10: 7, “the mystery of God should be finished”. That would not be true of the church. 

FER I think the church is the present item of the mystery, but the mystery is a large thought. 

GWH It is the whole range of His counsels. 

FER Yes; His counsels in Christ. That is what the mystery takes in. 

GWH And it is His counsels not revealed in any other age. 

FER There were hints in the Old Testament of the mystery of God, but there was no hint of the church, although you can see certain figures of it now. 

GWH It is then that in those counsels of God are found the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

FER Quite so. 

JSA At the present time it is in the church that the manifestation of the wisdom of God is to be discerned. 

GWH And in the world to come the heavenly city will take place. 

FER Yes. 

CA The mystery is spoken of in two different ways in chapter 1: 27, and 2: 2. 

FER You see, if you get the mystery as a thing existing, which is made known, it is the church, but if you go back into the will of God in what is the mystery of [p. 290] His will, you must take in the whole thing, all that is in the mind of God. There is nothing else existing at the present time in relation with Christ except the church. Therefore the church in that sense is the mystery. You get that brought out in Ephesians 1, “he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him”, but that is looked at abstractly as the will of God, not looked at as an existing fact. If you look at it as an existing fact, it is the church, it is Christ in you the hope of glory. That is where Christ is among the gentiles, but the way He is among the gentiles is by His body. He is not here personally. When the Lord was here upon earth it was Christ among the Jews. “The kingdom of God is in the midst of you”. Now He is among the gentiles. He is among the gentiles by His body. 

CA And the mystery of the church is a present thing, while the mystery in the abstract takes in the whole thing. 

JP So the Lord could say to Paul, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” 

PCR Did Paul learn the mystery of God in the third heavens? 

FER I think the great interest of Paul going to the third heavens is that there are things in heaven which you cannot know upon earth. 

CA I suppose the only thing we can enter into is in relation to the earth. 

FER Except the knowledge of God. 

GAM We get light from God as to the world to come. 

FER But the world to come is not heaven. 

GAM No; I see we cannot go to what is in heaven, but we have light for the earth and the world [p. 291] to come. 

GWH Even about the eternal state there is very little said. 

PAES Why does verse 6 come in? “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”. 

FER That is taken up in the previous chapter. It is a sort of parenthesis. It is from chapter 1: 27 to 2: 5. 


Scripture references

Colossians 1:21-29 (JND) [21] And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled [22] in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, [23] if indeed ye abide in the faith founded and firm, and not moved away from the hope of the glad tidings, which ye have heard, which have been proclaimed in the whole creation which [is] under heaven, of which *I* Paul became minister. [24] Now, I rejoice in sufferings for you, and I fill up that which is behind of the tribulations of Christ in my flesh, for his body, which is the assembly; [25] of which *I* became minister, according to the dispensation of God which [is] given me towards you to complete the word of God, [26] the mystery which [has been] hidden from ages and from generations, but has now been made manifest to his saints; [27] to whom God would make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the nations, which is Christ in you the hope of glory: [28] whom *we* announce, admonishing every man, and teaching every man, in all wisdom, to the end that we may present every man perfect in Christ. [29] Whereunto also I toil, combating according to his working, which works in me in power.

Colossians 2:1-19 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. [4] And I say this to the end that no one may delude you by persuasive speech. [5] For if indeed in the flesh I am absent, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing and seeing your order, and the firmness of your faith in Christ. [6] As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him, [7] rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 3:36 (JND) [36] He that believes on the Son has life eternal, and he that is not subject to the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him.

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Revelation 10:7 (JND) [7] but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound the trumpet, the mystery of God also shall be completed, as he has made known the glad tidings to his own bondmen the prophets.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …



READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (3)

[p. 292] READINGS ON COLOSSIANS (3)

Colossians 2: 20 - 23; Colossians 3: 1 - 17

FER There are three things that the apostle warns them against in chapter 2, philosophy and vain deceit after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. Then “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days”. “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind”. All these things must have some place in the present day. 

JP If there was nothing now that answered to these things it seems to me to leave this scripture without a very practical application to ourselves. 

FER I think so. You know in the history of the world the same principles are true; for instance, you get Sadducee and Pharisee continually. 

JP In that sense there is nothing new under the sun. 

FER They appear under different names, but the same thing appears. It is not difficult to see the Sadducee and the Pharisee. So there are the philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world. There is that kind of thing abroad in the present day. Then there is the Jewish thing. “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath”. They are a shadow of things to come. Then there is the third thing, that is an effort to pry into the unseen world. That is more seen in popery. 

JP I suppose the first thing mentioned here is what might be known at the present time as rationalism. [p. 293] Is it not? 

FER No; I do not think so. Philosophy is a very distinct thing in itself. It is an effort to go back to find the foundations of society, politics, etc.; the conditions of man, the rudiments of the world. It is represented in the present day more by what they call political science. 

CA I suppose that man is seeking to build up a system suitable to himself. 

FER Yes; and without God. 

JSA What they call christian socialism is on that line. You have to make a social system to suit man’s needs. 

CA Is that the fruit of not holding the Head? 

FER It is the effort of man’s mind to go back to the origin of things and to construct some conditions in society. There has always been a great deal of that abroad. It came out pretty much in the French Revolution. Philosophy was the cause of the French Revolution. It was an attempt to go back to the rudiments of the world; the traditions of men; going back to the rudiments of society, and in that way an attempt to build up a kind of social system. 

JSA And the great evil of this is they leave out Christ and therefore it must be false. They are not after Christ. 

FER It could not be after Christ because it is after the rudiments of the world. You see when it began to act on the people it brought about revolution, then revolution brought in another thing, and that was the spirit of military despotism. That is how things work in the world. 

JSA You were referring yesterday afternoon to the state of things in Germany, the forces lying underneath. Is that the kind of thing? 

FER There is a dangerous element underneath. Theories are all very well so long as they are held as theories, but when you get a theory that suits the unrestrained part of the people, who have nothing particular to lose, and everything to gain in a general scramble, then those theories become mischievous. 

CA I suppose, as you said yesterday, it really goes on to [p. 294] lawlessness. 

FER It is lawlessness. Of course the principle of it is that all begins from the bottom. They want to get back to the beginning of things, to man in the simplest condition, and to the elements and origin of society. 

JP Is that the force of the word ‘rudiments’, the elements? 

FER Yes. The elements of society. The traditions of men. 

ECE What is the force of the word “spoil” in verse 8? 

FER It is more corrupting. It is the effort in a way to connect that kind of thing with the teaching of Christ. 

CA Has not christendom done that? 

FER I daresay you might find it in christendom, but it is not what you see abroad so much. There is all that kind of thing springing up continually. 

JSA I suppose the first of the three dangers is the purely human, and the next the form of religion, and the next the spiritual. 

FER The first appeals to the mind, the second appeals to the religious side, and the third appeals more to the imagination. You get the religious side of a man affected by judaism and that kind of thing, and then the imaginative side which is liable to be prying into things which a man has not seen. 

JSA The first danger appeals more to the mass, the second to the religious people. 

FER I think it appeals to the mind. 

CHK Would you say that what you get in verse 23 appeals to the religious people? 

FER Yes; that appeals to a sort of ascetical people. 

GWH Monks, I suppose. 

FER There are plenty of people besides monks who are pretty much on that line. 

CHK Spiritism has a semblance of worship. 

FER That is intruding into the unseen world. What is not visible to man he intrudes into. That is the world of spirits, the unseen world. That is where spiritism is. 

[p. 295] There is plenty of that abroad, especially in popery. They have constituted angels mediators. Angels are made objects of reverence and worship and in that way constituted mediators. Rome has a great many mediators. 

JHC Saints are also made mediators by Rome, are they not? 

FER Yes. 

JSA And they make them saints after they have gone. 

JA I was talking with Mr. A. last night about the principle of “things unseen” and Paul’s being caught up to the third heaven. When he comes back he says, ‘I say nothing about that’. If he got a special insight for God’s particular purpose, it was outside of man’s ordinary capacity, and he says it was a sealed book. 

JHC Does he not say it is impossible for a man to utter? 

CA Would you say the Spirit of God introduces the thought of resurrection here as a contrast to this? 

FER I think so. The Spirit of God takes up various things that affect men and warns against them. But they are things to which all men are susceptible. Different men are susceptible to different things. Some men are susceptible to what affects the mind. Another class of men is susceptible to what appeals to religious feelings. Another class is susceptible to what appeals to imagination. You get another class and what appeals to them is asceticism. All classes of people are not constituted alike, and what would in a kind of way appeal to one would not appeal to another. 

CA So you think the apostle Paul writes this as a warning to the Colossians. 

FER Yes; and as a warning to us because of various elements to which we are exposed. He had conflict for those who had not seen his face in the flesh. 

CA I suppose really these things are more prominent in the present day than they were then. 

FER They were all coming in. The Spirit of God foresaw them all, but they all appeal to men as living in [p. 296] the world. Philosophy and vain deceit contemplate man living in the world. The observance of days and months and times and seasons appeals to man as living in the world. It is very much abroad in the present day. There is the season of Lent, and Good Friday, and the festival of Christmas day, and they all appeal to man as living in the world. The same thing is true in regard to worshipping angels. It is all appealing to man as living in the world. So is asceticism. And in contrast to that the apostle brings in Christ and the ground of resurrection, where you are outside all these things. That is, things which affect man in the world have nothing to say to Christ, and those who are risen with Christ, because they belong to another order of things. 

ECE I was thinking of the word “spoil you”. Because Christ has claimed them, and they are placed where they belong, and those who are walking in Christ are outside of the world. 

GAM The fact for the christian is that he is dead, or should be. “If ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world”. 

FER You are never dead except you are risen. 

GAM But you are never risen till after you are dead. That must come first. 

FER In a sense it may, but you cannot realise you are dead till you are risen. When it comes to the application of it no man can realise he is dead till he is risen. 

CA Is being risen a subjective thought? 

FER I think it is a question of faith. “Through the faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead”. It means the understanding of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. It is a state of mind. 

GWH I suppose you get the most perfect answer to these three things in verse 8, the rudiments of the world, philosophy, and vain deceit, and the answer is the death and resurrection of Christ. Then in verse 16 the Jewish order of things, and the answer to that is — they are the [p. 297] shadow of things to come, and then in regard to the last, it is holding the Head, I suppose. 

FER Yes; but when men begin to ferret out things they work from the bottom, and attempt to show you how society has been constructed, and the very origin of society, etc. That is where men make a mistake when they attempt to construct philosophy. But the point in christianity is, that God does not begin from the bottom but from the top. Everything begins with the Head. “Not after Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. All starts from the top. Man works from the bottom, but when God looks at things He looks at things morally, and then you have to begin at the top. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ye are complete in him”. In Him is all the fulness and ye are complete in Him. He is the Head of all principality and power. It is a very difficult thing to attempt to work out things when the only basis you have to go on is fallen man. Philosophers try to work out things, but all they have to work on is fallen man, and the elements of the world and traditions of men. The consequence is it is really as uncertain as ever it can be on account of their basis. 

JHC I heard a brother say at one time that man is in a circle of his own, and it is impossible for him to get out of it of himself. He revolves in that circle and he cannot get out of it. 

FER I think so. One thing is perfectly certain on the face of it, there is no light of God in him. It is the tradition of men and the rudiments of the world, and there is no light of God there, because it is the tradition of the world when the world is departed from God. 

CA It is all moral disorder. 

FER Yes; because it is founded on the traditions of the world and the rudiments of man departed from God. 

CA When you come to the resurrection of Christ there [p. 298] is divine order. 

FER But the thing is to come to Christ Himself. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, He is the Head of the divine system. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. You have the complete revelation of God in Christ. That is the real starting-point of the divine system. God has come out in revelation, and the fulness of the Godhead dwells in a Man. God has come out in that way, Father, Son and Holy Spirit dwell there in Him bodily. That is in such a way as to bring God in contact with men. The Lord appeals to it continually. The works He did were the Father’s works. And so too, “if I with the finger of God cast out devils”. It was in Him all the fulness was pleased to dwell, and in that way God is brought into contact with man. That is the great fact and the starting-point now. 

JHC I suppose that will always be the case, will it not? 

FER I suppose so. Scripture gives us no thought that Christ will ever give up that condition. 

CA The Lord then is really the Person through whom God is going to bring about perfect order out of disorder? 

FER Quite so. It is “in him” — Wisdom. Then it goes onto say, “ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power”. The christian does not want to know political science or philosophy in order to be intelligent, because he is complete in Christ — morally complete. 

CA I suppose man does not take things up on moral ground. 

FER No. What must be the principle in a kind of way with men is, they have got certain things existing, the rudiments of the world and the traditions of men to work upon, and the thought with them is to construct the best thing they can, man being what he is. They would like to bring about the supremacy of reason over [p. 299] man. 

PCR How does the trouble come in by not holding the Head? 

FER I think it is because such an one does not understand the revelation of God. That is the secret. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. The moment you apprehend this, that God has come out in such a way as to put Himself in contact with man, what follows on that is that everything must be ordered according to God. It is not a question of doing the best thing you can. 

CA I suppose that the Lord displaces man. 

FER Yes; man is displaced. What displaces him is the revelation of God, because you must have a man that is according to God. Once you get God coming out and putting Himself in contact with man everything must be ordered according to God. 

ECE Would you say that when they say they do not understand the revelation of God, they have already pronounced that verdict on themselves? One of them says that they have come to a point where there is a limit and beyond that there is the unknown. 

FER I do not mind if they say, ‘the unknown’, but they say it is the unknowable. In a certain sense they are right as far as man is concerned, but the point is whether God can put Himself in contact with man. 

ECE It is a question of where they begin and the results. 

FER Yes. God is left out. 

CA Really, man naturally, even ourselves, we could not have known anything about it apart from the revelation of God in Christ. 

FER So far as man is concerned God is unknown and unknowable, because man has departed from God. “The world by wisdom knew not God”. and “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”. God has found a way to put Himself in contact with man, and so “In him dwelleth all that fulness of the Godhead bodily”. You get God in contact with [p. 300] man. 

JP At the same time it makes Christ the touchstone and test of everything, so that when he says here, for instance, that certain things are not after Christ, that ought to be the final condemnation of them for us, because a thing is either after Christ or not after Christ. 

FER Quite so, and if a thing is not after Christ it is not after God. 

JSA I remember Mr. Darby answered one of these agnostic gentlemen rather sharply. He said, “I quite believe in your ignorance, but do not tell me there is nothing except what you know”. 

FER And the same about philosophy. But it is really true there is no such thing as philosophy, because if they leave God out it cannot be wisdom, and if they bring God in, it is religion. There is no such thing as philosophy in reality. 

CA I suppose after all it is only the fruit of man’s mind. 

FER Yes; leaving God out. Leaving out all kind of revelation. It is man’s mind working in the dark. All that man has to go upon is summed up here; the tradition of man and the rudiments of the world. It is groping in the dark, because it is man’s traditions and the elements of the world. 

JSA But really there are two great questions that underlie all this: can we have a revelation of God, and secondly, have we got one? I suppose we could only have one through the incarnation. The grace of God must come down within the reach of men, and secondly, we believe that it has. 

FER If you take Scripture, the proof is that in Christ dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and God stands in that way in contact with man. 

GWH But above it all there is so much assumption on the part of men. 

FER Quite so. We are not entirely unacquainted with it. 

JP I suppose the safeguard against all these things [p. 301] mentioned in chapter 2 is the truth as to Christ, which is unfolded. 

FER And the first principle as to Christ is that “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. 

GWH I suppose the practical bearing of getting the light of all this is, you refuse everything that is contrary to Christ. 

FER Quite so, but the great point is to get what is in Christ. You cannot refuse what is not in Christ if you have not what is in Christ. “In him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. 

JSA And that is the complete revelation of what God is in relation to man. 

FER Yes. The Father has sent the Son, and the Holy Spirit comes forth in the name of the Son to maintain the revelation; and in that way God has come out and put Himself in contact with man, and God is known. 

GWH And so it says, “ye are complete in him”. 

FER Yes. You have everything you need in Him. You lack nothing. The Head brings in the thought of wisdom. He is the wisdom of all principality and power. 

GWH You find your resource and supplies in Him. 

FER Quite so. 

CA You say we have by faith what is in Christ. 

FER You have it by the Spirit more, I think. It is from that point of view I take it. You cannot have it without faith. Everything really, the revelation of God and the knowledge of Christ, must be in faith. But you want more than faith. You want the appropriation of things. Faith is the knowledge that certain things are there, but you want the appropriation of things by the Spirit “Ye are complete in him which is the head of all principality and power”. 

GAM That is, we get the good things by the Spirit. 

FER I think so. “Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things”. All knowledge in that way lies in the Spirit. “The same anointing teacheth you of [p. 302] all things, and is truth, and is no lie”. The Spirit is truth and no lie. 

JHC Would you say that these statements are laid hold of by faith, “ye be dead with Christ”, and so on? 

FER No; I would not. I think it is that your mind is brought by the Spirit into accord with what has taken place in Christ. It is the state of mind brought about by the Spirit. I think the Spirit brings your mind into what has taken place in Christ. That is, He has died in fact, and I have died in mind. He has risen in fact, and I have risen in mind. 

JSA On the same line is Romans 6, “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord”. 

FER I think it is a wonderful expression, “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. And he “is the head of all principality and power”. 

JHC It seems to me there is wonderful grace in that statement that God is pleased to dwell in a body. 

FER I think so. 

GA Perhaps we have not a statement in the whole word that takes in so much as that. 

FER Except in the previous chapter, “In him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell”. But now you get the statement in this chapter, “In him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. And ye are complete in Him who is the Head of all principality and power. It is really what I was bringing out last night. That kind of deep but secret influence which holds us in relation to God. God is the centre and we are held in relation to God by a subtle influence which is in the Head. It is the Head that holds us in relation to God. We do not know exactly how we are held, but it is by the Head, so that we are no longer lawless, but we are held in relation to God by the influence of the Head. It is wisdom in that way. 

JP The two statements really give us two sides. That is, all the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, and then we are complete in Him. 

FER Yes. He is the Head of all principality and power. 

JP There is a foot-note in Mr. Darby’s translation in connection with that. It is toward us. It is what God is. It is God putting Himself in contact with man. All the fulness of the Godhead dwells bodily in Him, that is toward us, and then we as toward God are filled full in Him who is the Head of all principality and power. 

GBM Is it not true that philosophy in attempting to improve man has been trying to present the ideal man and to get mind to work toward man? 

FER But see what it brought about; the French Revolution is an exhibition of it. Philosophy and atheism work together. They propounded theories which acted on uninstructed minds, and they set to work to bring in force. Philosophy intended the mind of man to be affected, but the uninstructed mind set to work to bring in forces, and overthrow all that existed, and when you get philosophy and atheism acting together on the masses you will get revolution. 

GMB Christianity has over against that presented a Man in whom all divine fulness dwells. 

FER That is the point. It began with the revelation of God in a Man and God putting Himself in contact with man, and therefore the practical result of that is this, that men are affected by the light of God. That is another thing entirely. That will bring about a revolution, a revolution in the mind of man, but he will never be a revolutionist. 

JSA He is transformed by the renewing of his mind. 

FER To prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. But he wants to prove it in himself; not in other people. “No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. God is declared and He came full of grace and truth, and men are affected by grace and truth. You get everything put into moral adjustment, and they never become revolutionary, because the great [p. 304] revolution is wrought in themselves. All they would attempt to do would be to affect others by the light of God; and the light of God has a very subduing effect. 

ECE Would you say when the light of God comes in they recognise that they themselves are a part of the disorder? 

FER Quite so. And then the grace of God teaches us that “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ”. It puts people on that line. 

JSA And as regards others, “out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. 

EW There is no effort in that. It is flowing. “In him” seems very prominent in this epistle. 

FER Yes. “Ye are complete in him which is the head of all principality and power”. 

EW That would take us out of this order of things. 

FER Principality and power is an expression that often occurs and is peculiar. It is very common in the epistle to the Ephesians. “Now to principalities and authorities in the heavenlies”. Then again, our conflict is not with flesh and blood, but with principalities and powers. So Christ spoiled principalities and powers, and He is the Head of all principality and power. I do not know what it means. The idea it conveys to my mind is that principalities and powers are the seat of the influences which affect men down here. Although principalities and powers belong to heaven and the unseen world, yet I judge they are the seat of the influences that affect man down here. 

BCE I do think that where you said in your lecture, certain men accomplish great things, and are influenced by some unseen power, it is true. 

FER I have no doubt about it. Take idolatry, I do not think it was man’s invention. These influences are not found in this world or [p. 305] in man. 

GWH So unconsciously he is led on by a power superior to his own. 

FER Yes. 

JSA When the gentiles sacrifice to idols they sacrifice to demons. A demon is behind it. 

GBM You would not deem it wise to go beyond that thought which you have expressed? 

FER No, I would not; but I think it is presented in that way in scripture, and so our conflict is with the rulers of the darkness of this world, the spiritual wickedness in the heavenly places. The seat of the influences which affect men down here, scripture seems to connect with heaven. The influences affect men down here, but the source appears to lie in the unseen world. 

JHC Do you not think these unseen influences are very strong in these days? 

FER I think men pry into them; spiritism does. 

CA Do you think the influences you have been speaking of will bring about antichrist? 

FER I dare say so. Only antichrist comes to pass really consequent on principalities and powers being cast out of heaven. Then you get antichrist upon earth because the dragon is cast out of heaven and gives his power and authority to the beast. 

CA So you do not get the antichrist set up till the evil is cast out of heaven. 

FER No; it does not take that manifest form, but the apostle says there are many antichrists already, whereby we know it is the last time. 

JSA I suppose the effect of intrusion into these things and being connected with them is to bring people under the power of them. 

FER Quite so. It acts on the imagination, which is never good. 

GWH I suppose the effect of Christ triumphing over the principalities and powers was that man need not be controlled [p. 306] by them. 

FER I think they become exposed. “The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me”. 

GWH And the good came to light. 

FER Yes. Christ submitted to all evil done against Him and in that way everything became exposed in its true character. “Now shall the prince of this world be cast out”. “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. 

GWH And then on the other hand He was the expression of divine goodness. 

FER He was the Head of all principality and power. Whatever influence could affect man, Christ is the Head of it. 

CA And Christ will displace every other influence. 

JSA I think there is a very interesting expression which occurs only twice in the New Testament. “But this is your hour and the power (authority) of darkness”. He went into it. And now for us it is, “Who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love”. 

GWH That is under His moral sway, I suppose, instead of under the power of darkness. 

FER Quite so; the moral sway of God. It is the Son of His love. 

EW It is only the natural mind that would seek to go into the unseen things, not the renewed mind. 

FER No; it is the mind of the natural man. 

CA Would you say the believer is introduced into the divine circle? 

FER The great thing is to keep in mind the operation of God that raised Him from the dead — to see the meaning of the resurrection of Christ. God did not intend to improve this world, but to bring to pass a world on the footing of resurrection, out of the ruin of this world. That is the meaning of the resurrection of Christ. He is the Beginning, the first-born from the dead, that in all things He might have the pre-eminence, and that is the meaning of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. 

[p. 307] In the resurrection of Christ, God showed the footing on which He intended to place this world, so that death might have no authority in it. It really means victory over death. So you get the thought that, “When this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory”. What will mark the world, put on the footing of resurrection, will be victory. That is what God brings about. God says to Sheol, “I will be thy plagues ... I will be thy destruction”. He dispossesses Sheol, that is, He does it in bringing to pass a world placed on the footing of resurrection. 

Now the truth is, we already belong to that order. Christ is risen, and we are risen with Him, We are circumcised; that is, we are cut off in a kind of way from the flesh, and we are buried with Him in baptism, gone out of sight as far as this world is concerned; but the point is you are risen again with Christ and you belong to that order of things of which Christ is the Beginning and centre, and that is the order of things to which we belong as christians. 

JSA And in the apprehension of that you can say, “thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

FER Exactly. It is a very great thing to know what order of things you belong to, and you are to be maintained in the sense of that by the Spirit. You do not belong to the order of things which is dominated by the power of sin and death. I belong to another order of things of which Christ is the beginning. 

CA If you are in the sense of belonging to that order of things you refuse everything else. 

FER You follow out the beginning of this chapter and the end of the last. “If ye be dead with Christ ... If ye then be risen with Christ”. 

GWH Would you say a word on verse 19, “And not holding the Head”, etc. 

FER I think when you come to the Head, the Head is a very wide expression, because the Head means really the controlling principle in the whole universe. That is what I understand by the Head. That is the universe of God, but it is only the body that gets the gain of that now. “From which all the body”, etc. It is not exactly from the Head to the body, it is the Head in a general sense. 

EW When you speak of the Head do you mean the Head of all things? You say the body only gets the good of it now. 

FER Yes. 

JHC It is because it is only the body that recognises the Head. 

FER Yes. He is Head over all things, and that will be made manifest in due time, but the body only gets the gain of that now. That is evident. 

JHC Take those other circles of which you were speaking, Israel for instance; they did not recognise it. 

CA All will recognise it in the ages to come. 

FER Yes. Every circle will be centred in Him and every circle will be affected by wisdom. The only circle now is the church. 

GWH And so it is only the body that “by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God”. 

FER Clearly. 

ECE What is the increase of God? 

FER I think it is growth by the knowledge of God. It is divine increase. It grows and advances in intelligence and the knowledge of God. 

JHC What do you understand by the joints and bands? 

FER They are the ligaments which hold the members together. 

JHC What are those ligaments? 

FER I do not know at all. I hope you are One. When you come to the body the ligaments have a very [p. 309] important function. So, too, the joints have a very important function; some people do not work like joints at all, but they grow crooked and out of gear in a kind of way. 

You see a joint or band is not a gift. It is a person really in a kind of way who tends to hold things together, and to the harmonious working of the body. 

JSA And they are not seen. You see the hands and the eye, but the ligaments are not seen. 

EW If you travel you do not see the axle, but if it gets without oil it will tie the whole thing up. 

CA I suppose love will be the great principle there. 

FER Yes. 

GWH You were saying it is only the body which is in relation to the Head now. I suppose it is the church which has the light. 

FER What is there but the church at the present Would you say God is taken up with anything else but the church? 

FER No. There is nothing else existing in a sense but the church. You have mount Zion, but that does not represent a company but a principle. The city of the living God is really the church. The innumerable company of angels is only looked at as a question of numbers — myriads. Then the church of the first-born written in heaven and the spirits of just men made perfect, but they are made perfect not in body. They have only their spirits. They are made perfect in that way. The men are made perfect, but it is only the spirits you are come to, and then he drops any company, he goes on to state “to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel”. God only takes up what is existing, and what is existing is the heavenly city and the church of the firstborn. 

CA And so God is really taken up exclusively with the church [p. 310] at the present time. 

FER For the moment. 

GWH But would you not say the church is a teacher? 

FER No; the church is taught. 

EW That is the thought in Catholicism. 

FER Yes; but like everything else in Catholicism it is deceit, because with them the church means the clergy. 

GWH The people really have nothing to say about it. 

JHC According to them the church saves. 

FER I suppose they would say there is no salvation except in the church, and in that I agree, the only question is what you mean by the church. 

CA Would you say the church is the testimony of God in the world today? 

FER It is the pillar and ground of the truth. It is God’s testimony. You have the candlestick, but then there is the warning from the outset that the candlestick would be taken out of its place if they did not repent. That warning has hung over the church from the outset. 

GWH Did you say yesterday the testimony is very feeble now? 

FER Dreadfully obscured. We are coming on toward the end. 

EW Yesterday you were speaking of the last clause of chapter 1: 6, “knew the grace of God in truth”. You were saying grace is reigning. What enables grace to reign? 

FER Redemption. 

EW But then things must be right. 

FER Oh! but grace is reigning and in a kind of way grace is subjugating. It is reigning in the sense of subjugating. 

CA I suppose the thought of reigning would imply subjugating. 

GAM Your thought was, Mr. W., that grace was reigning through righteousness. 

CA I suppose grace could not reign till the question of good and evil was solved. That was solved at the cross. 

EW Would you say that grace reigns in the saints? 

FER I [p. 311] think so. 

EW There would be no friction if it were reigning. 

FER I think if it were reigning in us as it ought to reign in us, we would not be prepared for friction at all. You get that brought out at the end of Matthew 18. You do not go and take your brother by the throat and say, “Pay me that thou owest”. You have been forgiven ten thousand talents and you cannot go and exact an obligation from your brother, because you have been forgiven the thousand talents. You cannot go and tell your brother, ‘You ought to love me’. If your brother does not fulfil his obligations to you, the point is not to take him by the throat and say, “Pay me that thou owest”, but you release him. The principle of conduct is really acting toward others as God has acted to you. 

CHK Is not that the principle that ought to actuate each one of us as with the other? 

FER Yes. 

JP So in the chapter we had this morning, “If any man have a quarrel against any”. 

FER Yes. Because that is the way God has acted towards you. 

JHC And then the point is it is God’s attitude toward us. 

FER But then that ought to affect our attitude toward others. 

JHC But then first the word ‘righteousness’ is brought in. 

FER But I cannot distinguish between righteousness and grace. 

JP I think I heard you say in one place you were almost prepared to use them as interchangeable terms. 

FER I said that in regard to the third chapter of Romans. 

JP Would you make a statement as to what you have stated elsewhere as to God’s righteousness? I think you have said it is His rights? 

FER It is His rights. If no evil had ever come into the universe, God never would have asserted His rights, 

[p. 312] because everything would have asserted His rights; but God has asserted His primary rights, that is, He must have first place in the affection of intelligent beings. That is God’s righteousness in His primary rights. That could effect nothing for man, because man did not respond to them. God asserted His rights in the law, but He did not get an answer to those rights; then it is that God comes out with other rights, that is, the rights of mercy, and that is the righteousness of God now, and it is in redemption that those rights are asserted. That is what made us say grace and righteousness are almost interchangeable terms. 

JP And so you were saying that in Luke 10, where the Lord told the lawyer, “Go, and do thou likewise”, that was as to showing mercy. That is, you become a neighbour to some one. 

FER He virtually said, you have found your neighbour, now go and act as a neighbour. 

JSA And it is those who know the power of the Spirit and are in the good of redemption, who are able to answer to His primary rights. “The righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit”. 

ECE I see that righteousness and lawlessness came to an issue in the cross. There is the righteousness of God asserting His rights toward man, and in asserting His rights He comes in contact with this lawlessness, and then grace comes in and meets the conditions. 

FER Christ hated lawlessness and loved righteousness. The thing the Lord Jesus was bent upon was not wrath, but the making known the rights of God in mercy; cleansing the leper and raising the dead, spite of the condition of man, but then the Lord was met by man’s lawlessness in the scribes, etc. That was the continual block which was presented to Christ down here upon earth. He was asserting the mercy of God and they did not want the mercy of God; they wanted to go on with lawlessness under the profession of righteousness. 

[p. 313] But the Lord loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. Now in redemption He abolished lawlessness and established righteousness — the rights of God in mercy — and at the same time man is brought to an end. The cross is the expression of the great principle of all divine ways, that is, of annulling lawlessness and establishing righteousness. 

JHC It seems to me a very helpful thought that God at the present time is not bent on righteousness according to the law. 

FER What God wants is faith — which owns the rights of God in mercy. It is ‘mercy from first to last’. 


Scripture references

Colossians 2:20-23 (JND) [20] If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as [if] alive in [the] world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances? [21] Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch, [22] (things which are all for destruction in the using [of them]:) according to the injunctions and teachings of men, [23] (which have indeed an appearance of wisdom in voluntary worship, and humility, and harsh treatment of the body, not in a certain honour,) to [the] satisfaction of the flesh.

Colossians 3:1-17 (JND) [1] If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ, seek the things [which are] above, where the Christ is, sitting at [the] right hand of God: [2] have your mind on the things [that are] above, not on the things [that are] on the earth; [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory. [5] Put to death therefore your members which [are] upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, vile passions, evil lust, and unbridled desire, which is idolatry. [6] On account of which things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. [7] In which *ye* also once walked when ye lived in these things. [8] But now, put off, *ye* also, all [these] things, wrath, anger, malice, blasphemy, vile language out of your mouth. [9] Do not lie to one another, having put off the old man with his deeds, [10] and having put on the new, renewed into full knowledge according to [the] image of him that has created him; [11] wherein there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ [is] everything, and in all. [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …
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Colossians 3: 1 - 17

FER From the twentieth verse of chapter 2 you come to the hortatory part. It is no longer the doctrinal part. 

JSA That is to say, the exhortations. 

FER Yes. 

JSA I suppose in this, as in all similar cases, the character of them is based on the presentation of things we have had doctrinally. 

FER I think so. It is all based on the way in which Christ is presented. That is the foundation of all that comes out in the epistle really. He is the centre and the Head and the One in whom reconciliation is brought to pass, and therefore Christ is the great point of interest to us. 

JP Would you not say the way Christ is presented to the Colossians involves the two facts of His death and resurrection? 

FER Yes; because it is only on the ground of resurrection that things could be brought into divine complacency. I do not think people apprehend that enough. It is impossible for God to have complacency in a scene that is dominated by death, because death is the judgement of God. 

JP Hence death in that sense is the very opposite of what God is, the living God. 

FER Yes; and you cannot connect the thought of a living God with a dead world. A living God involves the thought of resurrection. Hence it is you must have Christ risen, because really nothing could be established in connection with Christ after the flesh. He was not under death, but everything else was under death. He abode alone except He fall into the ground and die. Nothing [p. 315] could be established on the ground of death, it can only be in resurrection. 

JP That was really the point in Peter’s confession of the Lord, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. 

FER And then comes in another point; you must have One in whom resurrection is inherent, because resurrection must be brought in morally, and is not simply a question of divine power. God will raise the wicked and judge them, but resurrection cannot be brought in that way for blessing. It must come in morally and be inherent. It must be inherent in the One who could accomplish redemption. That is a moral necessity, because the first way in which resurrection comes before us is in the power of God to raise the dead to judgement; but that is not resurrection coming in morally. It comes in simply then as an act of divine power. 

JP It was not, as you were saying, possible for Christ to be holden of death. 

FER No; that is brought out in Psalm 16. It presents Christ here in the perfection of a Man, but resurrection is inherent. That is, a Man has come in who of necessity goes to the right hand of God. “At thy right hand”. That brings in resurrection and everything established on that ground, and death has no power there. Death has no right nor authority there. 

GWH Is He not spoken of as the resurrection and the life? 

FER That is the strongest expression you could get. 

CA I suppose it was because of who He was that He was the resurrection and the life. 

JP And He is testified to in the eleventh chapter of John’s gospel as the Son of God. 

FER The Lord Jesus says, “whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die”. 

JSA I think what you have said is very important, because I rather think we have been in the habit of looking at resurrection simply as the exercise of arbitrary [p. 316] power. Looked at morally it comes in as the necessary consequence of God’s intervention by Christ. 

FER Exactly. He comes in as the One in whom resurrection is inherent, and the consequence is, He comes out as the beginning and centre of the whole divine system. 

JSA It is connected necessarily with resurrection. 

FER Death becomes the source of everything in that way. “Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the strong came forth sweetness”. The answer to Samson’s riddle is found in it. 

GWH You were saying every epistle takes its character from the way in which Christ is presented. In this epistle He is presented as Head. When the final system is introduced here, Christ is the centre. 

JSA Would you not say in a sense He was the Head here personally, but He could not take that place till He had accomplished redemption? 

FER Yes. The word “head” is a relative term, and the relation could only exist on the ground of resurrection. 

GWH It presupposes those to whom He would be Head. 

FER It is a relative term like the head of a senate or any existing order or company. 

EW The head is a real necessity. 

FER It is necessary for order. You could not have order without a head. You have a head in the United States in the President. He is the head. He is not exactly a lord. They would reject the idea of monarchy here, but the President is more of a head than a lord. 

JP So that when you come to this part of the epistle the exhortations take character from the way in which Christ is presented. 

FER I think it is a point of very great interest to us that Christ is at the right hand of God. It is to us very much like what Jerusalem was to Daniel; to a Jew in Babylon, Jerusalem was the point of interest. They were [p. 317] outside of Jerusalem, it was in the hands of the gentiles, and yet Jerusalem was the point of interest to them. That is found in the case of Daniel. He opened his windows towards Jerusalem. Well, it is not Jerusalem to us, it is the right hand of God that is of interest to us. “Seek those things which are above where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God”. That is the point of interest. Christ is the Head. Reconciliation is to be accomplished in Him, not elsewhere, and He for the moment is sitting at the right hand of God, and that properly carries the interest of our hearts to the right hand of God. Therefore you can lay down your newspapers, because you do not want the news of the day. Nothing is going to come out of the workings of man down here. They will not produce anything but sin and confusion. 

JP The point, as you say, is really the right hand of God, and everything will come forth from there. 

FER Quite so, because the point of reconciliation is there. 

JSA I think Mr. Stoney used to say, Till He moves there will be no real change here, although men may do this, that, and the other. 

FER No. “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool”. 

JSA The believer is looked at here as having died with Christ from the rudiments of the world and as being risen with Christ, but not actually gone to where Christ is. In Ephesians he is carried further on. 

CA I suppose that the consciousness of Christ being at the right hand of God is to have its effect upon us down here. 

FER That is the interest of the mind. We are greatly affected by where our minds are, by what our minds are living in. It affects and controls people. 

JP So that is the literal rendering here, “Have your mind on things that are above”. 

CA I suppose the mind is what [p. 318] really forms the christian. 

FER I think so. 

JHC The mind can be controlled in a measure toward these things. 

FER You get the exhortation, “have your mind on things that are above”. It is all founded on the fact of your being risen with Christ. 

GWH So the third chapter really follows the second morally. In the detail you get the death and resurrection. 

FER The exhortation at the beginning of the third chapter follows faith. You are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God who raised Him from the dead. If you are in the faith of the operation of God that raised Him from the dead, the mind follows that. It all depends on faith. Resurrection is brought in as following on baptism. It is the legitimate sequence of baptism. You are buried and risen, that is the truth in regard to baptism. But then you baptise a great many of whom it would not be true they were risen, that is, where there is no faith. For instance, you baptise children, but you do not look for faith on the part of children, though the proper sequence of baptism is undoubtedly resurrection. Not only are you buried with Him but you are risen with Him through faith. Faith must be there. 

JSA You do not properly know Christ unless you know where He is. 

FER No. I think it is a great expression in the second chapter, “through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead”. We want to know what the resurrection of Christ implies. 

CA I think what you said just now is important, the moral aspect of it. 

FER Yes; you want to see what it implies. It is through the faith of the working or operation of God that raised Him from the dead. What did God mean by that operation? It implied a great deal more than the personal resurrection of Christ, because as regards Christ He could not be holden of death. It implied a universal resurrection. Resurrection of everything. Everything [p. 319] shall be taken out of the power and influence of death. The complete introduction of God was implied by that, “then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory”. 

JP The point of the statement is, that we are risen with Him through the faith of the operation of God. 

FER Yes. 

CA Reconciliation comes in on that ground. 

FER It could not come in on any other ground, because it is impossible that God could have complacency in a scene that is dominated by death, because death is really His judgement, therefore in that way God was shut out from the scene, and hence all must be put on the ground of resurrection if God would have complacency. But the resurrection of Christ involves the resurrection of everything, and therefore the apostle immediately adds, “wherein also ye are risen”. You are on that ground. Well, now, you get the working out of it in this chapter. Christ at the right hand of God is the point of interest, because He is the point of reconciliation, and His being risen involves the resurrection of everything. That is, the resurrection of the entire heavenly company. They are the sons of God, being the sons of the resurrection. Their resurrection is involved, but also the resurrection of Israel, and the resurrection of the nations. Everything is involved in the resurrection of Christ. 

CA It is perfectly plain that everything for God hinges on resurrection. 

FER Quite so. 

JP We could not take the ground of being risen together with Christ, only through the faith of the operation of God. 

FER No. You could not understand it. It would have no meaning. 

JP I was thinking too in connection with what you said to the apostle’s argument in 1 Corinthians 15: I do not understand there was the denial of Christ’s resurrection, but there was the denial of resurrection, and so [p. 320] when he meets it he begins to meet it by saying, If there is no resurrection of the dead then Christ is not raised, but if Christ is raised it carries everything with it. 

FER The fact is if He is gone down into death to accomplish redemption, it really involves the resurrection of everything. 

JHC Did you say that everything was involved in resurrection, because the Head of every circle was raised? 

FER I think it is a question of the operation of God — the working of God. “Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory”. The power is with God. 

JSA And his prayer for the Ephesians is that they might understand the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward who believe, which He wrought in Christ when he raised Him from the dead. 

FER Quite so. 

EW Would you say the power of God is manifested before the world in the raising of Christ? 

FER Not exactly before the world, but the power of God has become manifest. Resurrection was not exactly before the world; death was before the world. Resurrection manifested the power of God. 

GWH Yet it was in the face of every possible opposition on the part of the world. 

FER Quite so. I think the death of Christ was a public testimony; the resurrection of Christ required witnesses. The disciples were ordained to be witnesses of His resurrection, but not witnesses exactly of His death, because the death of Christ was in a kind of way public. It was a testimony. 

JSA Chosen witnesses. 

FER “Must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection”, Acts 1: 22. 

EW In the Acts of the Apostles when they went forth to preach Jesus crucified, that did not bring out the opposition, but when they said ‘risen’, then the opposition came [p. 321] out. 

CA I suppose the enemy did not want any such report as that about the Lord. 

FER Oh no! They had put Christ to death and they wanted Him to remain there. 

GWH The argument in 1 Corinthians 15 is that if Christ be not risen we are found false witnesses. 

FER Exactly. If there were no such thing as resurrection Christ would not be risen, but you may go a point further, and say if there were no resurrection Christ would not have died. There was no meaning in His dying if there were no such thing as resurrection, and if there were no such truth as resurrection Christ would not have risen. However, Christ is risen. He says, “I am the resurrection” and He must rise, and there is the fact that He is risen, and on the other hand if there were no resurrection He would not be risen, because He would not have gone into death. 

JSA Here is the passage I was thinking of; “Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God”. 

FER Exactly. But his death was public, and the resurrection needed witnesses, and God gave witnesses, and they were witnesses, and the Holy Spirit is a witness. So the apostle recapitulates all the witness in 1 Corinthians 15. He gives you the various witnesses of the resurrection to substantiate the fact of it according to man. 

GLA What is the meaning of the third verse, the life being hid? 

FER That is connected with baptism. Our life has not yet become manifest. There is not much difference, except morally, between a christian before and after his conversion because his life is concealed. 

CA And I suppose the christian’s life is really Christ. 

FER Yes. “Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord”. Christ is the sustenance of life. But then our life is hid with Christ in God. We live in [p. 322] God now. We do not live publicly in the world except in what we call natural life. The apostle speaks in Galatians, “in that I now live in flesh”. You live in flesh still. Not “in the flesh”, but “in flesh”. Every one of us lives in flesh. Things are not changed in that respect. Our life morally is hid with Christ in God. 

GLA At present He is hid. 

FER And our life is hid. When our life is manifested we shall be manifested with Him in glory. When Christ becomes public we become public. But Christ is our life. It is a great thing when Christ is the life of the soul. Life is what we live in and Christ is that. 

CA Hence if our life is there you may say that our affections should be there. 

FER I think it could not be otherwise. If Christ is my life I am concerned for everything that is of Christ and for Christ down here. I live in Christ. 

CA Then you could say the saints have the first place. 

FER Take Paul; he says, “I, through law, have died to law, that I may live to God. I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, I, but Christ lives in me”, Christ was his life. 

GBM Would you say the third verse in a way supports the exhortation of the first two verses; that there is every reason for our interest being at the right hand of God? 

FER I think so. It gives you not simply the platform — the first two verses give you that — but the third verse is the filling out. It is the substance. You are dead and your life is hid. The life is the substance. 

GBM And you connect that thought with what you had last night, how far does Christ influence your mind? 

FER I think so. “Whoso findeth me findeth life”. People live in all sorts of things. Many live simply in their family, and the life of a vast number more is their business or profession, or it may be in pleasure or reading. That is where the life of people is. The point is, 

[p. 323] Christ is our life, and if He is our life we live in Him. “Whoso findeth me findeth life”. 

CA The Lord could say, “I am the living bread which came down from heaven”. 

FER Exactly. “He that eateth me, even he shall live by me”. Christ is the expression of all the grace that heaven could devise. Take that in. It is a great thought. 

GWH And in Christ it is available for man’s appropriation. 

FER Quite so. “As the living Father has sent me, and I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. “Because I live, ye shall live also”. “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. We are in Him and “Whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the Lord”. 

JHC That verse in John 1, “In him was life”. That means He is the source of life. 

FER Morally. Life was there, and the life was the light of men, and the light shineth in darkness and the darkness comprehended it not. 

JSA I think the point you made a while ago is a very interesting one. The death of Christ was a public act that the world could see, but the resurrection was not; so the coming of the Holy Spirit is not, and practically all that is distinctively christianity is hid from the eyes of the world, except the moral effects in those who believe in Him; and till Christ appears again there will be no public thing which the world can take cognisance of. 

FER I think all the ministry of the Lord Jesus here upon earth really had a testimony to man, and the death of Christ was in the presence of men, and therefore was a testimony, but beyond that I think things have a different character. The resurrection was a witness, but a witness to those pre-ordained of God. What is done in this scene belongs to this scene, but what is done beyond death does not properly belong to this world. I have often thought of the fact that in the Roman Catholic Church, and in the [p. 324] English Church, the resurrection of Christ and the ascension of Christ are all celebrated on certain days, and the coming of the Spirit too. First there is Good Friday, then Easter Day, and then Ascension Day, which is forty days afterwards, and Whit Sunday, which is fifty days afterwards. I can understand them commemorating everything up to the death of Christ, because it belongs to the history of this world; but resurrection and ascension and the coming of the Spirit do not belong to this world at all, and to commemorate them by days in the course of this world is really most unmeaning. It is connecting things which do not belong to this world with the course of this world. It is senseless. The resurrection of Christ is to draw people out of this world. 

JP If they really understood the resurrection of Christ in regard of all men, they would not be celebrating it, because the assurance of it on the part of men is, that He has appointed a day when He will judge the habitable world by that Man whom He hath ordained, whereof He hath given assurance unto all men in that He hath raised Him from the dead. 

JSA And the coming of the Holy Spirit in like manner is a conviction of the world’s sin. 

FER Exactly. 

JSA I think it is not unimportant to seize that, because it gives a sense of the true character of christianity as being apart from the world. 

EW And that it is connected with another scene altogether. 

FER Yes. “Through the faith of the operation of God, who raised him from the dead”. It is the beginning of divine operations. 

JP So in chapter 1 He is the beginning. 

FER You get the same in Israel. The passover was to be the first of months, but the passover involved the resurrection, that is, the smiting of the Red Sea. I have always thought that the smiting of the Red Sea was really [p. 325] the completion of the blood in Egypt. The one was the fulness of the other; so too crossing the Jordan is the completion of the brazen serpent. I think the brazen serpent involved the crossing of the Jordan, just as the blood in Egypt involved the smiting of the Red Sea. 

JP I think it is easy to see that the way in which we come to the antitype is the death and resurrection of Christ. 

FER Quite so. The death of Christ involves the resurrection of Christ; and redemption for man is really involved in the death of Christ, with all its results in resurrection. 

JP Hence the one is never preached without the other. 

CA In Revelation the Lord says, I am “the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God”. 

FER Yes; that is Christ risen. He is the beginning of the creation of God, because all the creation of God really comes out of death. 

CA So apart from the resurrection there is nothing for God. 

FER There cannot be, because otherwise everything is dominated by death. There is nothing down here which is not dominated by death. The very ground you tread upon is to a very large extent the fruit of death. Man was made out of the dust and to the dust he returns. It is all death down here, and a scene dominated by death can never be pleasing to God. God cannot have complacency in that. The point with God is to establish everything on the footing of resurrection, and that is involved in the resurrection of Christ. 

GWH I suppose if the truth of all these things gets hold of one, the moral effect will be you will seek the things above, and your life will be hid with Christ. 

FER I think so. You realise that. 

GWH So you really have no part in this scene at all. 

FER Yes; that is the effect. You do not live in the [p. 326] things of this scene, though you did once. There was a time when every interest of mine was bound up with this world in the particular way that really made life. But they are not my life. Nothing in this world is my life. Christ is my life. 

GWH So you live because He lives. 

FER And the practical result is that I am of no account in the world, because my life is hid with Him, and if He is hid I am hid here. You do not expect to find a christian coming out into distinction in the world because our life is hid. But when Christ is manifested it will be another matter entirely. Then we shall appear with Him in glory and be no longer hid. Then it will be that you will come out. 

GWH And you are content to be hid till the time of manifestation. 

FER I think it is wise for a christian to accept it, not to want to be conspicuous, but to be content to be obscure. Obscurity becomes us here. 

GWH ‘Unknown, unhonoured and unsung’. 

FER That is what the apostle said of himself: “Unknown”. 

ECE The fact is, if a man is manifest it makes him part of this system. 

FER I think so. But it is astonishing how the desire to be manifest here in some way or other clings to people. They are not ready to be extinguished. People do not like extinction. If they only persecute, many people would be almost pleased, because they do not like to be extinguished. 

JP There is a great difference between these two little prefixes, extinguished and distinguished. 

FER Very marked. 

JP I think it is remarkable how it does cling to us, and I will tell you we are mighty slow to give it all up. We will often turn a meeting into a little circle where one can be distinguished. 

ECE You lay a great stress on resurrection being a [p. 327] sequence. It is just as well to remember that death is the prelude. 

JSA But resurrection is not strictly the sequence of death in itself. 

FER It is the consequence of Christ. It is necessity in Christ. 

JP It really involves the truth of His Person. 

FER Yes; the truth of His Person involves resurrection. That is perhaps the better way of putting it. 

JA He is so high on the right hand of God that as we know Him there, we can afford to be small in our own eyes. 

GWH I suppose the Corinthians had a wrong idea of things altogether; they were reigning as kings. 

FER Exactly. They were conspicuous, and using the gifts Christ had given them to make them conspicuous. Like a preacher using his gift to make himself conspicuous. A man getting a name and renown in the world and building a temple by means of the gift God has given him. There are people of that kind in this country, and there are people of that kind in England. They may be gifted men and they have used the gift which God gave them. 

JHC Would you not say that the evangelist is for the outside world, and if he has great gifts in that line it does give him a reputation in that way. 

FER I think he has to take a great deal of care that he does not use what I might call his histrionic powers. The apostles were not histrionic, and they were certainly as gifted as the modern preachers. I think the great thing in preaching is to keep out anything histrionic, that is, anything which tends to affect man as man. That ought to be kept studiously out. 

EW Do you mean to man naturally? 

FER Yes; to his imagination and the sensitive part of man. Anything that appeals to the nervous and imaginative part of man should [p. 328] be kept out carefully. 

EW For instance, the relation of pathetic stories. 

FER Take orators; everything depends on their being able to move people. An orator would not be a successful person if he could not do that. 

JSA He brings down the house. 

FER But that ought not to be brought into divine things. 

CA I suppose no matter how great a preacher can be, it is only the Spirit of God who can affect people. 

FER But there are certain things I think the preacher has no business to touch. It is “by manifestation of the truth”, not by resorting to carnal weapons: “commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God”. 

JP We get the thought in the first part of 1 Corinthians 2. The apostle had a sense of the responsibility of preaching. It was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom. 

ECE The object would be deliverance, and the truth would set them free. 

GWH Paul says to the Corinthians, “We preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord”. 

JSA I think the Spirit of God acts on the conscience, and if the emotional part of man is set in motion, it sometimes hinders the work in the conscience. 

CHK That is why some can count the converts by the thousand, and a few months afterwards they may not be able to count them by dozens. 

FER People converted in that way after a time become very flat. They have been converted in a heated atmosphere. It is a dangerous thing to be converted in a heated atmosphere, because they have to live in a heated atmosphere, and when the atmosphere cools down they are excessively flat. 

GBM Would you say then we are not to preach to the natural man? 

FER You preach to men, but not to the emotional part but to the moral part of man’s being — to man’s [p. 329] mind and conscience and heart; not to the sensitive, emotional, nervous part of man. 

JHC Would you say that answers to what the Lord said, that they loved the praise of men, and they would have their reward? 

FER I would not go so far as that, because many of these men, such as Spurgeon and Moody, I would not doubt were gifted men, only I think they dropped below their proper measure. When men become a power in the world, it is a proof they have not left the world. 

CHK I presume if they were really preaching the gospel of the Christ of God they would get the scorn, and not the smiles of the world. 

FER Evidently with them there was a kind of accommodation. 

GWH I suppose the great thing for a man, whether a preacher or not, is to be always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus. 

FER You could not get anything better than this, “Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God”. At all events it was applicable to the apostle. It expressed the apostle. 

GBM That sense of having died would save the preacher from developing around himself large institutions, like orphan homes or charities, and it would prove that he was connected with the world if he did so. 

FER Christianity does not go on those lines. These things have come in by christianity, but at the beginning christianity did not go on those lines. 

CHK Will you explain, “Bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus?” 

FER The dying of the Lord Jesus really becomes the test of everything to you. 

CA Do you not get that thought in this chapter? 

FER I think that is the practical effect of it. You bear about in your body the dying of the Lord Jesus. If we talk about Christ being our life, [p. 330] He is going to be the life of another universe. People forget that He is our life, and He is going to be the life of the universe — the great living principle that will pervade the universe. 

JP He will fill all things. 

GWH Do you get the truth of the christian circle stated in this chapter? 

FER I think so. Everything is set in movement by the Head, so to speak, in the circle. The impulse is given by the Head. That is the idea of this chapter. 

JSA You forgive as Christ has forgiven, and you have the peace of Christ and the word of Christ. Everything characteristic of Christ comes out. 

FER The impulse is given by the Head, and in that way the whole of the christian circle is affected by it. 

CA Would that be bringing order out of disorder? 

FER Yes. There is nothing but order in the chapter. Peace and wisdom and grace. 

JSA But it is only for the moment limited to the christian circle. It will be by-and-by in the universe. 

EW The last clause of verse 11, “Christ is everything and in all”. 

CA Does that go outside of the church? 

FER It does not go outside of Christ, outside of the new man. It is descriptive of the new man. 

CA I suppose the whole universe will take character from Him. 

FER I believe so. 

GWH One can say, Where will you find such a company? but the thing is to be in the power of it oneself. 

FER But I think there was such a company at the beginning. It is a very beautiful chapter in that way. To contemplate that the circle has been actually established on earth and regulated by the principles that come out in the chapter. 

CA I would like that you would give us a summary of what we have had before us in the three chapters. 

FER Chapter 1, brings in the thought of the Head, and reconciliation in the Head. Chapter 2, brings out our association with the Head. You are circumcised and [p. 331] buried, but then you are risen with Him and quickened together with Him. It is all association with the Head in chapter 2. Then in chapter 3 you get the grace of Christ coming out in this world, in the christian circle, because the Head is in heaven and we are down here, but then the grace of Christ comes out in this world in associations. So chapter 3 is really the reproduction of Christ in the christian circle. That is the great point of that chapter. 

GWH That is the administration that you have spoken of. 

FER Yes; it all follows from the fact of our association with Christ, on the ground of resurrection. Not only risen with Him, but there is another point which we did not touch on in chapter 2, you are quickened together with Him. 

JP In spite of all that has come in, the circle is still here, is it not? 

FER I believe so. 

JP I often think that in these meetings there is the disposition to have undue regard in a certain way to what has come in. One fears that it weakens in ourselves the sense of the possibilities and privileges that still remain and are open to us just as much as ever. 

FER I think so. I do not think that anything that is essential has abated. We have everything here in the power of the Spirit. Christ is already at the right hand of God and we are brought into association with Him, and that has not altered. The power down here has not abated. It is still possible that there should be love in the Spirit. 

Then anybody ought to be able to appreciate the great good that comes out in the exhortations and admonitions in chapter 3, where all the distinctions of flesh disappear in the new man. It is a very great thing to rise above the distinctions of the flesh in the power of divine love. When Christ was here upon earth, what were the distinctions of flesh to Him? What did He concern Himself about the [p. 332] distinctions of flesh? What difference did distinctions of flesh make to Him? What distinction between the black and the white man; He had no prejudice regarding men. If you look at these things in the light of Christ they can have no place at all; that is as evident as it can be. “There is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, bondman, freeman; but Christ is everything, and in all”. Then you get all the grace of Christ referred to, “Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any: even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also do ye. And to all these add love, which is the bond of perfectness”. Beautiful exhortations! Put on love, “and let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful”. Then “Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God”. 

JP You are really brought up to a climax of divine joy. 

FER It is exceedingly beautiful, and the most striking contrast to the giddiness and frivolity and levity which mark the world. 

JSA And then you come out from that to discharge the individual relations that you have in this world, in the light of these things. 

CA And I suppose you come out in power. 

FER Exactly. 

GBM Reference has been made to being affected by what has come in. Would you not say there is great encouragement by looking at the positive side of where Christ is at the present? We speak of Him being in rejection, but the positive side is resurrection. 

FER But the great thing for those who are enlightened and exercised about these things is to withdraw within the limits of the Spirit down here. I have no doubt there are certain limits of the Spirit of God, and the thing is to withdraw within the limits of the Spirit. 

[p. 333] I have no doubt the Spirit is extremely exclusive. They condemn exclusiveness, but the Spirit of God is extremely exclusive, because the Spirit of God will not admit anything whatever of the flesh, and therefore the Spirit is extremely exclusive, and the things of the world and flesh must not intrude within the region of the Spirit. We must come away from the flesh and the world. You first have to withdraw from what is not of the Spirit, and then you live in the Spirit. 

JSA It is only in that you can maintain the unity of the Spirit. 

FER Many people speak about our being exclusive, but really there is no one so exclusive as the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God will be exclusive. We must remember that, in regard to those fellow christians with whom we do not walk. We do not exclude fellow christians, but we seek to exclude things in which they are entangled, and principles which are contrary to the Spirit. 

JHC You would keep your heart open toward them personally? 

FER Certainly. 


Scripture references
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1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …
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1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …
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