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RIGHT FEELINGS AFTER FAILURE

A. B. Parker 

Amos 7: 1–3 

As our brother was speaking, this scripture came to mind and although I hesitate to say much I did feel that there was an impression that the Lord may have for us in it. It was when our brother was speaking of the feelings of God for His prophet and for the people that I thought of how the prophet Amos was tested in what Jehovah showed him, which he discerned to be an indication of what was in the mind of God with respect to His people whom He felt the need for disciplining. I am sure, dear brethren, that we feel that the hand of God has been heavy upon us—I do not speak of that lightly, I speak of it feelingly. There has been a feeling, I think, in certain parts that there is a great flow of precious ministry and that there is a restoration of substantiality and distinctiveness in the fellowship. I do not think we want in any sense to despise what God is doing in the way of seeking to help us, but we do need to keep humble and to realize that Jacob is small. Any pretence to greatness after the experience that we have had would be uncomely; at the same time we would not undervalue in any sense the wondrous grace that has been granted through Jehovah coming to His people and giving them bread. The conditions in Bethlehem the report of which came to Naomi I think aptly describe the conditions which God has been pleased to grant amongst us, the sense of God visiting His people and giving them bread. 

This particular scripture gives the side of the feelings that God is looking for in His people. 

It is after the king’s mowings. The sickle certainly was put in judicially; the increase which had taken place amongst us numerically, the outward prosperity, certainly was suddenly cut down. We do not want to dwell on that except that it is wholesome to keep it in mind, “after the king’s mowings”. But there is a fresh growth, “in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth”; this I think is what we have witnessed and we do not want to be thrown off balance by it. We are thankful for the richness and blessedness of the ministry, and for the indication of fresh growth which is pleasing to God, but the test is for that freshness to continue. We need to be constantly on our faces and on our knees because each one of us must know to some degree the tendency that discouragement would at times bring about a lack of constancy in the blessedness of communion and in the sense of the Lord’s presence being actively with us. This, dear brethren, is witnessed to in a sense by the fact that our meeting room has so many empty chairs, on an occasion when in the scriptures it says, “the whole assembly come together in one place”, 1 Corinthians 14: 23. That is to underlie and characterize the meeting for prophetic ministry. We cannot say that all are present, we thank God for those that are, but we do need to keep humble and be concerned as to this latter growth, which is not the main harvest yet is very precious to God. 

God had indicated earlier to the prophet Ahijah that the kingdom was going to be destroyed, and that took place after the reign of Solomon. Division came in and that division left one tribe, it is said, although it constituted Judah and Benjamin, just a fragment so to speak of the numbers that had been in such wonderful prosperity in the beginning of Solomon’s reign. 

And this recovery, or this remnant, was almost annihilated. God was about to do it, but He gave them one more opportunity 

in sending prophets; and they listened to the prophets and they humbled themselves before God, and so He said He would preserve a lamp for David’s sake (1 Kings 11: 36). So Judah was preserved, and they became presumptuous. What a word to us, dear brethren. If there have been the characteristics of Judah in the sense of a remnant being preserved, and if God comes in in any sense in blessing and in strengthening and in increase, let us not be puffed up, let us not in any sense speak of largeness, let us be constantly in the consciousness that it is just the latter growth. Yet it is very precious to God; what is real comes from roots that are already there. It is a wonderful thing to think that the same roots bring out the latter growth—

it is not latter sowing, it is a latter growth; it is from the same roots. If the public position had to be drastically dealt with, there were roots that remained and those roots, thank God, are the work of the Spirit; there is something that we can take account of as the latter growth. 

But God indicated to the prophet that He was about to send locusts to destroy it, to eat it up, and it awakened the feelings of the prophet. Now it is a wonderful thing to see that the beginning of that tremendous prosperity, we may say, under Solomon, the establishment of his kingdom, was in part through the threat of division. Solomon asked for a sword and proposed to divide the child, but the mother of the child would not have it; “Give her the living child, and in no wise put it to death”, 1 Kings 3: 26. Solomon had no thought of dividing; the Lord has no thought I trust of dividing us, dear brethren, although He may allow the threat of division to awaken us to the seriousness of conditions. Let us not boast; conditions are such that the Lord has had to allow the threat of division, and that threat of division does not diminish either. We need to be very concerned 

that the Lord is allowing something to exercise us to awaken mother feelings and right feelings, feelings of care for one another, feelings of concern that the freshness of the latter growth should be preserved, and the cry to God is, “O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee!” Think of the feelings in this, “O Lord Jehovah”. Not, ‘O Lord God’, but, “O Lord Jehovah”, the God who had placed Himself in relationship with His people, “O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. Jehovah repented for this—It shall not be, said Jehovah”. 

May there be this state of feeling amongst us, dear brethren, feeling for the saints, feeling for God’s testimony, feeling for what has been, brought about in latter growth after the king’s mowings, after the devastation that has taken place, that the freshness of new growth, the latter growth, may be preserved, may be maintained, may increase, at the same time being conscious that Jacob is small. May the Lord help us to have feelings that are in keeping with His. For if He has given us some vision as to the locusts it is intended to bring to light true feelings of concern and care, true feelings in relation to the smallness of things. But while it is small it is precious to God. May it be preserved and may we be preserved in it. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Brooklyn, N.Y.
10 July 1979 

 


Scripture references

Amos 7:1-3 (JND) [1] Thus did the Lord Jehovah shew unto me; and behold, he formed locusts in the beginning of the shooting up of the latter growth, and behold, it was the latter growth after the king's mowings. [2] And it came to pass, when they had wholly eaten the grass of the land, that I said, O Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee! How shall Jacob arise? for he is small. [3] Jehovah repented for this: It shall not be, said Jehovah.

1 Corinthians 14:23 (JND) [23] If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and simple [persons] enter in, or unbelievers, will not they say ye are mad?

1 Kings 11:36 (JND) [36] And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a lamp always before me in Jerusalem, the city that I have chosen for myself to put my name there.

1 Kings 3:26 (JND) [26] Then spoke the woman whose was the living child to the king, for her bowels yearned over her son, and she said, Ah, my lord! give her the living child, and in no wise put it to death. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine; divide it.



VICTORY

W. Dickson 

2 Kings 25: 27–30; Isaiah 37: 21–23, 30–32 

It would surely be of the Lord that we continue the line of encouragement which came to us on the first day of the week as to the thought of victory, and the buoyancy that the assurance of victory gives us. It strengthens the heart to think of Paul’s prison epistles, how in them runs a triumphant note and buoyancy of spirit, while all his labours, so to speak, appeared fruitless, all in Asia having turned aside and forsaken him. Yet he is marked by a spirit of victory; in fact, so much so, that in some epistles you get doxologies. A doxology is the outpouring of a triumphant heart. 

So one’s thoughts turned to these passages, particularly thinking of the exercises that may enter into young minds and hearts as to how you can possibly speak of victory when all around publicly is defeat. I refer to this passage in 2 Kings as bearing on this public side, because it is really a scriptural presentation of what is existent at the present time, a picture of utter defeat. The king of Judah was head of the two tribes of the house of David with whom God had made an everlasting covenant (2 Samuel 23: 5). Here was Jehoiachin king of Judah in prison, utterly defeated, a captive to the king of Babylon. This Babylonish king lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah. This shows how in type, in the public side of things, there is a sufferance of Christianity, and it is allowed a place in man’s order of things. It is very marked in this country in which we live in the way the State and the Church, so to speak, are with each other. It says, he “lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; and he spoke kindly to him, and set his seat above the seat of the kings that were with him in Babylon”. In other words, Christianity publicly, despite its defeat in a spiritual sense, lacking the works of power that marked the inauguration when the Spirit came, nevertheless is given a certain prominence. A publicly defeated Christendom is allowed sufferance by the powers that be in this world. A young person may say, Well, is that Christianity? Is that what it has come to? Is that all it will ever be—public defeat and a certain sufferance on the part of what claims power in this world? 

That being so, one turned to the passage in Isaiah which relates to the same period in a way, just a comparatively short time elapsing as to the history of it. Sennacherib had assailed the walls of Jerusalem and besieged it, famine conditions existed, and nothing but defeat was facing Hezekiah the offspring of David; but the prophet was there. Should that not encourage us, the value of the prophetic meeting? The prophet Isaiah came to encourage Hezekiah. So we have this occasion in which we can encourage one another with the assurance that, in spite of the public defeat, there are means by which we can carry on in victory. Isaiah says, 

“Whereas thou hast prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, this is the word which Jehovah hath spoken against him—The virgin-daughter of Zion despiseth thee”. So, beloved brethren, that calls attention to one feature which will enable us to be victorious and that is purity of affection for Christ, “The virgin-daughter of Zion”. The publicly defeated side of things lacks that, it lacks pure affection for Christ. As a matter of fact that is the reason it has come under the power of the world, because it did not retain its pure affection for Christ. But there is something 

of virgin character. Where there is pure affection for Christ it can adopt a triumphant attitude, and it says, “the daughter of Jerusalem shaketh her head at thee”. 

The daughter of Zion represents the side of sovereign mercy, and assuredly we know something of that. We are where we are tonight through sovereign mercy. We walk in the light through sovereign mercy; a daughter of Zion, but also a daughter of Jerusalem—in other words, there is some understanding of the truth of the assembly. Not every believer that has affection for Christ understands or has knowledge of the truth of the assembly, but what enables the dear brethren to be maintained in victory is that they hold to the truth of the assembly. In the day of public defeat they hold to the truth of the assembly. It says, “shaketh her head at thee”. The whole of Christendom shook in the recovery of the truth one hundred and fifty years ago, as to the Lord’s headship and the body down here. The whole of Christendom shook under the power, the impact, of what the Lord gave through Mr. Darby and others. Then it says, “Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted the voice? Against the Holy One of Israel”. It reminds us of Philadelphia, does it not, “the holy, the true”? The daughter of Jerusalem is a formative, subjective thought, that not only is the light of the assembly known but there is something subjectively that answers to it, and is in victory at the present time. It holds the ground for Christ, the holy One of Israel, in the last days. The presentation of the Lord as “the holy, the true” is to remind us that if we hold fast to these conditions in our souls He will grant us victory over every foe. 

Then there is a very interesting part, and this connects with the scripture in 2 Kings. If you 

just recall, the king of Judah got a set portion every day, they changed his prison diet and they gave him a daily portion. Beloved brethren, what an existence! dependent upon what the world can give for support. That is why brethren had to take the path of 2 Timothy 2, that they should not depend on the world for support. But here it says, “And this shall be the sign unto thee—there shall be eaten this year such as groweth of itself”. I like to preface what I am going to say on this by recalling what one of the Lord’s servants said. Somebody asked him what would be an evidence that the Lord was with His people, and his answer was, that there was food—a supply of food, not a sufferance from the king every day, not just a portion from the world—no, but food. Thus it says, “And this shall be the sign unto thee—there shall be eaten this year such as groweth of itself”. Now, this first year is a reference to the Lord’s own ministry. It relates to what is recorded for us in the four gospels. O, beloved brethren, you young people, cultivate a love for the gospels, the first year, “such as groweth of itself”; it grows of itself, it came from Christ—the gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, John—what food there is for the hungry soul in the gospels! 

“And in the second year that which springeth of the same”; now the second year refers to the ministry of the Spirit which sprang from the Lord’s personal ministry here upon earth (see John chapters 14, 15 and 16). Then there is the ministry of the apostles, including Paul—think of feeding on that, beloved brethren, the second year; you have got the first year, the Lord’s own ministry; then in the second year, what sprang from that, a whole line of spiritual ministry which continues throughout the dispensation. Then it says, “but in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards and eat the fruit thereof”; that is the time we are in. It 

is a reference to the present activities of the Spirit bringing forth fresh supplies to meet the need of the time. So there would be the first year, and the second year, and the third year, then the vineyards. Are we not in the vineyards on Lord’s day, beloved brethren? We taste heavenly joys as we share fellowship together. “And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward; for out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of Mount Zion they that escape—the zeal of Jehovah of hosts shall do this”. Think of the power to take root downward and bear fruit upward. No sense of defeat there, things are going to go on until the Lord comes, taking root downward and bearing fruit upward because, “the zeal of Jehovah of hosts shall do this”. In other words, it is not just what we seem to do, but the Lord has committed Himself in His love as the Holy and the True to maintain something here on earth for His pleasure. So in the presence of a defeated Christendom there is what is marked by life, energy and power until He comes again. May we carry these thoughts, beloved brethren, and regard it as a great privilege that we have been brought subjectively into the enjoyment of these things. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Bournemouth
17 May 1983 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 25:27-30 (JND) [27] And it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh of the month, [that] Evil-Merodach king of Babylon, in the year that he began to reign, lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison; [28] and he spoke kindly to him, and set his seat above the seat of the kings that were with him in Babylon. [29] And he changed his prison garments; and he ate bread before him continually all the days of his life; [30] and his allowance was a continual allowance given him by the king, every day a portion, all the days of his life.

Isaiah 37:21-32 (JND) [21] And Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel, Whereas thou hast prayed to me concerning Sennacherib king of Assyria, [22] this is the word which Jehovah hath spoken against him: The virgin-daughter of Zion despiseth thee, laugheth thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem shaketh her head at thee. [23] Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted the voice? Against the Holy One of Israel hast thou lifted up thine eyes on high. [24] By thy servants thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots am I come up to the height of the mountains, to the recesses of Lebanon; and I will cut down its tall cedars, the choice of its cypresses; and I will enter into its furthest height, [into] the forest of its fruitful field. [25] I have digged and drunk water; and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the streams of Matsor. [26] Hast thou not heard that long ago I did it, and that from ancient days I formed it? Now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest lay waste fortified cities [into] ruinous heaps. [27] And their inhabitants were powerless, they were dismayed and put to shame; they were [as] the grass of the field and the green herb, [as] the grass on the housetops, and grain blighted before it be grown up. [28] But I know thine abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy raging against me. [29] Because thy raging against me and thine arrogance is come up into mine ears, I will put my ring in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will make thee go back by the way by which thou camest. [30] And this [shall be] the sign unto thee: there shall be eaten this year such as groweth of itself; and in the second year that which springeth of the same; but in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards and eat the fruit thereof. [31] And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward; [32] for out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and out of mount Zion they that escape: the zeal of Jehovah of hosts shall do this.

2 Samuel 23:5 (JND) [5] Although my house be not so before God, Yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, Ordered in every way and sure; For [this is] all my salvation, and every desire, Although he make [it] not to grow.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …



ROOTS

F. R. Turner 

Isaiah 37: 31; Job 14: 7–9; Mark 4: 5, 16, 17 (to “a time”); Matthew 13: 29, 30 

I am just impressed, beloved, as to the thought 

of roots. We had recently that beautiful scripture in Ephesians, “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love”, Ephesians 3: 16, 17. What a place to be rooted in, beloved! 

Everything productive in the way of fruit, greenery and flowers, as we see it around us, is dependent upon the root system. The root system is in the earth, a sphere where God peculiarly operates, and it is largely what is hidden; there are not many plants which have roots above the earth; and everything depends on the strength of those roots, and the way they are fed and watered, then you get the results, the fruit. 

So you get what our brother has referred to in victory. I believe first of all it takes place in ourselves. I believe that is why the Spirit of God has seen fit that so much has been said as to Romans 7; the victory there is in himself, in the man. He had been in despair. We have all been in despair, beloved, or else we have never reached victory; and there surely will be no victory outwardly if there is not victory inwardly; that is where it starts in this great field of God’s operation in ourselves, and it is largely in what is hidden, the roots going down into the earth; then there must be some fruit upward. 

So maybe we could experience something of this tonight in our souls, some fresh thought of revival; and surely we would experience something of the scent of the water, the scent of the blessed Spirit. How our hearts rejoice to sing; I think we found joy in singing to the blessed Spirit as to the springing up; and you love to see that revival in the remnant that our brother has referred to. 

There was a great spirit of revival, and that could take place in each of us tonight. We need reviving; we need to be reminded of the roots, that they are secure, and that God has produced the roots, and it is largely what is hidden, but all in view of the fruit and indeed the harvest which will be for God eternally. 

So we need not be in despair if we go through these inward testing exercises, because they belong peculiarly to this dispensation, indeed God brought in the earth for depth, the heavens for height. It is good to touch the heights, but we shall never touch the heights rightly unless we first go through the depths, that is why God brought in the earth, in view of the heights, in view of a portion now and in heaven eternally. So we are not to avoid or despair of the depths. Scripture speaks of the ruler of the authority of the air (Ephesians 2: 2), Satan, but I believe there is a protection about the special field of God’s operations on earth. He is working now, and He is working in the depths of our souls here tonight, and we thank God for it. Perhaps it is hidden, but we can identify ourselves with the work of God in us. Thank God for that work, and thank God that it is hidden, because I believe we are to treasure more than ever what is hidden, our hidden links with Christ, with the blessed Spirit, and with the Father Himself. 

Our brother referred recently to our prayers daily, our reading the gospels. Oh, I love the gospels! I am glad our brother referred to that because I used to read them every morning; I do not think I have done it so much lately. I never went out of the house without reading some verses from the gospels; perhaps we could all do that again, they are such food for the soul. Let us read and re-read them. Let us read as to the precious walk of Jesus here, all the way from the manger to the cross, all that He did; His death, His burial, and His resurrection; heaven is full of it; let our hearts be full of it. So it is the roots going down and the fruit being borne upward. Let us delight in those roots going downward. 

So we may refer to Job. Oh what a man he was! All his history is written for our learning; he is going to be revived. It means the cutting down of the tree; I suppose he reached it in the end when he repented in dust and ashes. None of us, beloved, reaches the thoughts of God apart from going that way in repentance, coming to ourselves; the goodness of God leads us to repentance, and that makes men of us. Repentance is to become characteristic of us; we should always be repenting while we are here. What a man Peter was, how quickly he came to repentance; it says he wept bitterly; the roots went down deeper then into the earth. You could not shake Peter when it came to the Acts. Look what they were, Peter and John; what victory filled their souls. It was because the roots had gone down into the earth that Peter could stand with John at his side and in what victory was the word that he preached; how heaven delighted in it and how the earth was blessed through it, thousands being brought to Christ through that man because the roots had gone deep. 

Let us not escape these exercises, beloved; let the roots go deeper; let us know something of the scent of water, as it says here, and the reviving and the sending forth of the tender branch. 

You get it all in the last chapter of Job. There was Job; Oh what God had brought him through! He even tells Job’s friends to go to him and he would pray for them. Would you not like to have heard the prayer of one who had been so affected in his inmost soul? How he would pray for his friends! Would it not be worth their going to see him? What God had wrought in that man; it was all of God. What had marked Job as a man after the flesh had gone, and now there is the tender shoot springing out—how attractive to heaven, but how attractive on earth. How victorious he was! Everything about Job now spoke of God; everything that he had received came from God; everything that was wrought within Job was of God. What a sense of victory there is in that last chapter of Job. 

I just refer to Mark’s gospel. Mark has been of great comfort to some of us who have been recovered. Oh, the work went very deep with Mark! He refers, I think, more than any writer to depth. He speaks in one instance here of where there was no depth of earth. We do not want that, beloved, we do not just want to be in things because we know they are right, or to have some outward knowledge; we want to be in things in the depths of our souls; and so there is a depth about Mark’s gospel. Another thing, he does not tell you anything about John Mark, he is just full of Christ, “the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God”. He is occupied with another Man in another world, and he is full of glad tidings—what victory! It is to be one victory leading to another victory all the way until the end, and then what victory that will be—“Thanks to God, who gives us the victory”, 1 Corinthians 15: 57. So we shall soon be with Christ, and we are going out victorious; it is going to be one line of victory right to the end; that is Mark. 

Mark is concerned about this being within ourselves, these roots going down deeper, and then there will be fruit upward. So let us not seek to escape anything in the way of natural suffering or discipline, because if God is going to be with us—and He is with us, and we want Him to continue with us until the end—there will be discipline after discipline; this is the time of discipline and this is the time of digging deep; it is a time when the roots go down deeper so that there may be fruit for God. So let us, beloved, be on this line. 

Now I just refer to Matthew because I believe there is comfort here for us all. Some believers, and some very close to us, our relatives, are in very mixed conditions, and we feel it. It is the darnel here which the enemy scattered, but there is also the wheat. You know, beloved, some of us who know a little about agriculture know that the wheat has a deep root system; the barley springs up quickly but it has not the same root system as the wheat; you need depth of earth for the wheat, the precious wheat. Each grain is like the one Grain. What is said is for our contemplation, that the Grain of wheat fell into the earth and died (John 12: 24). Let us contemplate, too, the tender sapling that grew up, “a root out of dry ground”, Isaiah 53: 2. It could be said of none other but Christ. We need the food and we need the water, “the scent of water”, for the reviving of the roots, and the plant, but that could only be said of Christ. 

But, beloved, I think there is comfort for us in that the wheat is going on growing, it is not going to be destroyed; Christ is going to have such a wonderful harvest. You think of some of our relatives, maybe, some saints, we think of them in this city, loved by us, prayed for daily, all in these mixed conditions. God is going to see to them and they are going to come through; the wheat is going to be in His harvest. They are not going to be rooted up; that is a comfort, I believe. It is only a simple suggestion; no doubt there is much interpretation in the scripture, but let it be a comfort to our hearts that the wheat is going through and it is going to be gathered into His granary. Well, may we look to the root system, beloved, that there may be more fruit to God, for His name’s sake. 

Word it meeting for ministry, Bournemouth
17 May 1983 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 37:31 (JND) [31] And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward;

Job 14:7-9 (JND) [7] For there is hope for a tree: if it be cut down, it will sprout again, and its tender branch will not cease; [8] Though its root grow old in the earth, and its stock die in the ground, [9] Yet through the scent of water it will bud, and put forth boughs like a young plant.

Mark 4:5-17 (JND) [5] And another fell on the rocky ground, where it had not much earth, and immediately it sprung up out [of the ground] because it had no depth of earth; [6] and when the sun arose it was burnt up, and because of its not having any root, it withered. [7] And another fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. [8] And another fell into the good ground, and yielded fruit, growing up and increasing; and bore, one thirty, and one sixty, and one a hundred. [9] And he said, He that has ears to hear, let him hear. [10] And when he was alone, those about him with the twelve asked him [as to] the parables. [11] And he said to them, To you is given [to know] the mystery of the kingdom of God; but to them who are without, all things are done in parables, [12] that beholding they may behold and not see, and hearing they may hear and not understand, lest it may be, they should be converted and they should be forgiven. [13] And he says to them, Do ye not know this parable? and how will ye be acquainted with all the parables? [14] The sower sows the word: [15] and these are they by the wayside where the word is sown, and when they hear, immediately Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. [16] And these are they in like manner who are sown upon the rocky places, who when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy, …

Matthew 13:29-30 (JND) [29] But he said, No; lest [in] gathering the darnel ye should root up the wheat with it. [30] Suffer both to grow together unto the harvest, and in time of the harvest I will say to the harvestmen, Gather first the darnel, and bind it into bundles to burn it; but the wheat bring together into my granary.

Ephesians 3:16-17 (JND) [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Ephesians 2:2 (JND) [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience:

1 Corinthians 15:57 (JND) [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ.

John 12:24 (JND) [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit.

Isaiah 53:2 (JND) [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.



THE WORD OF GOD

P. S. Chareyre 

Luke 24: 25–27 

I have been thinking of these verses for several days and I have read them simply because they say so explicitly that the contents of the Scriptures concern the Lord Jesus, and, thanks be to God, we know that well. But I am convinced that our true part is to hold ourselves as persons to whom the word of God is everything because it is Christ. As far as I am concerned I should like to be filled more and more, filled with the word. At one point it is said of Paul that he was “pressed in respect of the word” (Acts 18: 5); the word was filling his soul and thus he was able to serve God. We know the incident at the close of his public service when he called over the elders of Ephesus to Miletus and committed them “to God, and to the word of his grace” (Acts 20: 32), a committal which gives to the word a place which deserves to be kept in our hearts add our thoughts—“to God” certainly, but also “to the word of his grace”. 

And what things, dear brother and sisters, have happened since the days of Paul, things quite opposite to what the beloved apostle had in his mind when he was leaving the Ephesian elders. As Mr. Darby said (Coll. Wrtgs. Vol. 254; p.419). Paul was not occupied with appointing his successor, he was occupied with committing the saints, along with those to whom the Holy Spirit had given a responsibility as elders, to the word of God—to God Himself, and “to the word of his grace”. 

I have thought of the way in which the Lord Jesus, as soon as He was risen, undertook immediately 

to give to the Scriptures the place of pre-eminence which they were to have in the hearts of the disciples. Raised, He concerned Himself immediately and directly with His own. As it says, He “appeared to Simon” (Luke 24: 34). He occupies Himself personally with the two who were going to Emmaus, and others, according to His wisdom—“He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve”, 1 Corinthians 15: 5. But the end of Luke’s gospel shows us how He gave the Scriptures their place. Is it not very reassuring to our souls, to us upon whom the ends of the ages are come—the end of these centuries during which the mind of man has intervened to produce so much disorder, so much confusion, so much departure, so much sadness—is it not reassuring to have been brought back by the Lord’s grace working in these days of recovery, to what? To the word of God. 

I feel growing in my heart a sense of gratitude towards the Lord for having opened up the way for us in the last century by raising up servants, including in particular one, J. N. Darby, who was able to be an effective instrument for giving the word of God its distinctive place. 

As he said in that lecture in London in 1852* (I recall it especially because of my own experience linked with it in recent years) about the address to Philadelphia in which he spoke of ‘the Christ of the written word’. 

Well, this is what the Lord Jesus brings to light immediately after His resurrection—“And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself”, (Luke 24: 37). He presented to them ‘the Christ of the written word’; that is clear; and it was He Himself who did it, not a servant, however gifted and useful he might be; it was the Lord Himself who charged Himself with it 

* ‘Coll. Wrtgs.’, Vol. 5, p.338 

immediately after He was risen. Later on in the chapter the two say, “Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, and as he opened the scriptures to us?” (Luke 24: 32). Then in verse 45—“Then he opened their understanding to understand the scriptures”, after having said to them, “that all that is written concerning me in the law of Moses and prophets and psalms must be fulfilled” (verse 44). 

It is touching that God has done things in this way. During certain years we were much engaged with what is subjective. Now we have nothing to say against what is subjective, against the experiences of the soul with God, without which there is no spiritual life. But it is certain that before everything else we must hold to the written word. It has been preserved to us by the power of God in its integrity. The fury of Satan has been unleashed against it for twenty centuries. However, it remains. What grace! 

If only we could fully realise the immense advantage for us to give the word, at the present time, its full place in our thoughts. It is true that we all have consideration for the Scriptures; we acknowledge their inspiration and their authority. But we see how easily, in the Christendom of which we are part, some neglect or ignore certain portions of the Scriptures as if they had no divine authority. Then they go on with a certain way of thinking, claiming a certain distinctiveness, the result of special ‘experiences’ or interpretations, and thus the people of God are dispersed and confused. The testimony of the Lord Jesus is tarnished by all these activities of the mind of man, which scorn the greatness of the word. Beloved brother and sisters, the distinction which we should cherish is, I think, to hold fast the word. The beloved servant of whom we have spoken said, ‘If there only remained for me the word of God, like a thread hanging over the abyss, could I hold on to it?’ 

Through his own soul exercise he was able to answer, ‘Yes’. 

So what place the Scriptures should have in our thoughts, in our reading (according to our measure), in our conversation. The recognition of their authority has been restored to us in the days of reawakening, as I have said. Following on that, the Holy Spirit has given a great amount of riches that we have at our disposal, by the goodness of God, in the abundant writings. We recognise that they are marked by man’s limitations; they are not inspired; nevertheless we possess very much that has been written about the word. It would be good to be able to live by the word in assembly conditions such as we know them, in reduction and in smallness, but having in our hands the abundant riches in the precious volume of the Bible and in all that the Holy Spirit transmits to us by means of it. It is a question of understanding, as it is said of the Lord here, “He interpreted to them in all the scriptures”. 

This is our treasure, and our part is to be occupied with it, as we read in the epistle to the Colossians, “Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly”. May it fill our thoughts, our time, our home life and our assembly life; may all our activities be filled full with the abundance of the riches of the word of God. It is, I believe, our part, very simple but how blessed, in spite of conditions of the greatest limitation, and it is a great subject of joy. May the Lord and the Holy Spirit in Their grace grant that we may be truly joyful in this rich portion. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence, France
18 January 1983 

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:25-27 (JND) [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

Acts 18:5 (JND) [5] And when both Silas and Timotheus came down from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in respect of the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

Acts 20:32 (JND) [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.

1 Corinthians 15:5 (JND) [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

Luke 24:37 (JND) [37] But they, being confounded and being frightened, supposed they beheld a spirit.

Luke 24:32 (JND) [32] And they said to one another, Was not our heart burning in us as he spoke to us on the way, [and] as he opened the scriptures to us?



LIVING BY EVERY WORD WHICH GOES OUT THROUGH GOD’S MOUTH

P. Picq 

Matthew 4: 1–4 

I thought of this scripture in connection with what our brother has just said about the word of God. It is a very remarkable thing that the Lord answered the tempter by quoting the Scriptures and by quoting this particular scripture that “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God’s mouth”. It is a verse about which I think sometimes and I should like to grasp the scope of it in my soul, that is, to consider the Scriptures as being by the Holy Spirit’s power, the word which goes out through God’s mouth. It is an extraordinary fact that we have the Scriptures and I often wonder for myself whether I give them the place which they ought to have. Not, as our brother has said, that we do not respect the Scriptures; we think of them as the inspired word of God; but do they have for my soul that value and that power that every word which goes out through God’s mouth should have? 

I read this verse because it came out through the mouth of the Lord Jesus. Certainly it had been written in the book of Deuteronomy and the Lord Jesus did not need the Scriptures to answer Satan, but He used the Scriptures, and that, I believe, is something quite remarkable. 

He was, speaking with all reverence, in a very testing situation; He had been tempted during forty days by the devil (see Luke 4: 2). In those days He did not eat anything, and after that He hungered, and at that precise moment the tempter drew near and said to Him, “If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone that it become bread”. Think a little: if the Lord Jesus had been an ordinary man He would have immediately failed, on the one hand by demonstrating what He was capable of doing, and on the other hand by satisfying His own need. I think we have to take care to protect ourselves from these two things; not that we have in ourselves the power which was in the Lord, but to protect ourselves from the desire that might be found in us, whether to show what we might think we are capable of doing, or to do something to satisfy our own need, that is, to change our circumstances to some little extent, or to change whatever might come upon us. 

But the Lord Jesus simply takes this place as Man in entire submission to, and entire dependence upon God. He hungered; it was real; “Having fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards he hungered”; then just at that moment the tempter approached Him. The temptations in the wilderness are certainly unique to the Lord Jesus, but I think the devil uses against the saints the same principle by taking advantage of conditions of weakness, or of circumstances which might wear us down, or bring us low, in order to make us sin and in order to turn us away from God, when it is just at that moment that the word of God ought to be our strength. We have been impressed recently by a remark of Mr. Darby in the preface to 

‘The Irrationalism of Infidelity’ (Coll. Wrtgs. N.S. Vol. 6, p.5) in which he puts in its right place what the word of God is, what the Bible ought to be to the believer, and what it was for him. He says, ‘Did heaven and earth, the visible church, and man himself, crumble into nonentity, I should, through grace hold to the word as an unbreakable link between my soul and God. I am satisfied that God has given it me as such. I do not doubt that the grace of the Holy Spirit is needed to make it profitable, and to give it real 

authority in our souls, because of what we are; but that does not change what it is in itself. To be true when it is received, it must have been true before it was so’. (Because of the value of this reference it has been quoted here more extensively than it was when the word was given—Ed.). 

We have lived through days of much shaking, have we not, in the testimony and in our families—and what remains for us? Well, we might say, nothing remains, and yet there remains for us one of the most inestimable blessings which could ever be for men—the word of God. I wish for myself, and for each of us, that we might simply not only read it, but read it whilst laying hold of its value and its power for our souls as being “every word which goes out through God’s mouth”. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Valence, France
18 January 1983

 


Scripture references

Matthew 4:1-4 (JND) [1] Then Jesus was carried up into the wilderness by the Spirit to be tempted of the devil: [2] and having fasted forty days and forty nights, afterwards he hungered. [3] And the tempter coming up to him said, If thou be Son of God, speak, that these stones may become loaves of bread. [4] But he answering said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word which goes out through God's mouth.

Luke 4:2 (JND) [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered.



MUSINGS

YOKEFELLOWS In New Zealand they tell you about the .days of the early pioneers when trains of oxen were used to haul heavy loads. When a young ox was to be trained for this work it would be yoked alongside an experienced beast and would learn to work with it day by day. When the working day was over, the two animals would still be tied together, though unyoked, and would feed and sleep together. Finally, when the young ox was fully trained, the pair would no longer be tied, but such a bond of affinity and affection would have been forced between them that they would be inseparable companions. 

Does this not happily illustrate the scriptural idea of yokefellows? Paul addresses one in Philippians 4: 3 as his “true yokefellow” and goes on to speak of “my other fellow-labourers, whose names are in the book of life”. What an experience it would have been to be yoked with Paul; to see his steady, powerful steps, himself forgotten and Christ his one object, his great concern that Christ should be magnified in him, and the truth set forth in both his teaching and his life. 

The yoke must involve that we work together, though the service of each is directly to the Lord. Paul’s longing for the Philippians was that they might “stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings”, Philippians 1: 27. You can visualize that Philippian team, yoked together in love, in ardent committal, and in steady labour. May this ability affectionately to ‘labour together’ mark all who seek to serve the Lord—and that should include all of us. 

Then we think of the invitation of Jesus in Matthew 11: 29, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls”. What a privilege that the yoke in which He was as a Man here should, in that sense, rest upon our shoulders!—that we should be here with something of His devotion to the Father’s will, serving in His spirit, finding by experience that every burden is lightened by the consciousness of divine strength and comfort, and by the joy of labouring in our tiny measure in support of the Father’s interests. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Philippians 4:3 (JND) [3] yea, I ask thee also, true yokefellow, assist them, who have contended along with me in the glad tidings, with Clement also, and my other fellow-labourers, whose names [are] in [the] book of life.

Philippians 1:27 (JND) [27] Only conduct yourselves worthily of the glad tidings of the Christ, in order that whether coming and seeing you, or absent, I may hear of what concerns you, that ye stand firm in one spirit, with one soul, labouring together in the same conflict with the faith of the glad tidings;

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;



THE NORMAL LIFE OF THE CHRISTIAN

J. D. Stenhouse 

A life of faith and not of sight, 2 Corinthians 5: 7 

A life of love, a life of light, 1 John 5: 2; 1: 7 

A life of persecution here, 2 Timothy 3: 12 

And yet a life of heavenly cheer, John 16: 33 

A life of warfare to the end, 2 Corinthians 10: 4 

Though ‘tis a life of peace we spend, John 14: 27 

A life secured through Jesus’ blood, Ephesians 1: 7 

A life that’s hid with Christ in God, Colossians 3: 3 

A life of fellowship divine, 1 John 1: 3 

A life that here for Christ doth shine, Matthew 5: 16 

A life of child’s simplicity, Matthew 18: 3 

A life of glorious liberty, Romans 8: 2 

A life of satisfaction true, Psalm 107: 9 

A life that has a goal in view, Philippians 3: 14 

A life of hope, a life of prayer, Hebrews 3: 6; 1 Thessalonians 5: 17 

A life that ends in glory fair, Romans 5: 2 

Bathurst, Australia 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 22 Rushdene Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9NJ

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:7 (JND) [7] (for we walk by faith, not by sight;)

1 John 5:2 (JND) [2] Hereby know we that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep his commandments.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

2 Timothy 3:12 (JND) [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

2 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] For the arms of our warfare [are] not fleshly, but powerful according to God to [the] overthrow of strongholds;

John 14:27 (JND) [27] I leave peace with you; I give *my* peace to you: not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it fear.

Ephesians 1:7 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace;

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

1 John 1:3 (JND) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Matthew 5:16 (JND) [16] Let your light thus shine before men, so that they may see your upright works, and glorify your Father who is in the heavens.

Matthew 18:3 (JND) [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

Romans 8:2 (JND) [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death.

Psalms 107:9 (JND) [9] For he hath satisfied the longing soul and filled the hungry soul with good.

Philippians 3:14 (JND) [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

Hebrews 3:6 (JND) [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

1 Thessalonians 5:17 (JND) [17] pray unceasingly;

Romans 5:2 (JND) [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.
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