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CHASTENING


Hebrews 12:11;  Genesis 28:1-3,20-22;  29:25;

Luke 22:34,61,62

Our brother read this passage on Saturday as to chastening, and we have read of two men in these scriptures who were chastened, Jacob and Peter.  Both of these persons had experience with God.  Many of the features that I find in myself I can relate to in these two men, but God formed them, and He had a desire to bring them through.  I thought that their histories were like the reference in Jeremiah where it says that “as the clay in the potter‘s hand, so are ye in my hand”, Jer.18:6.  Chastening is like that.  In whatever chastening we receive, we are never far away from the hand of God, because running parallel with chastening is the love of God.  Indeed, the love of God runs throughout everything in Christianity, including chastening.  

In the two passages we read in Genesis, we can see that sonship is in view.  Sonship involves relationship, and thus chastening leads to relationship with God.  Chastening is never an end in itself.  It involves that God passes us through it in view of establishing us in our relationships with Him.  In both Jacob’s case and in Peter’s case, that was surely the end in view.  In the passage we read about Jacob, he was told by God to go out and to find a wife, and he did what God told him to do, but then he found someone who did not treat him fairly.  Jacob could have said that that was unjust.  He had to serve another seven years for Rachel.  But in that very exercise, God was forming Jacob, and he comes through at the end of his life to be a worshipper.  He could speak about the God that shepherded him all his life long, and could add “bless the lads”, Gen.48:16.  You may say that he looked forward to another generation.  And I am sure he would say to himself, ‘God has not yet formed these boys, but He has formed me.’  We have a responsibility to the oncoming generation.  But I say again, chastening is never an end in itself.  Indeed, if we make it an end in itself, we miss the benefit of so much of God’s ways with us.

I read about Peter in Luke 22.  You may say he made a big mistake.  The Lord Jesus had warned him that the cock would not crow until Peter had denied Him three times.  After denying the Lord three times, Peter went out and wept bitterly.  It must have been as if a sword had pierced his heart.  What sorrow he must have had, but his tears would be valued – they would be part of the chastening.  So when Peter stood up in Jerusalem to preach the gospel, the chastening had taken place, and then it really shone in his epistle when he brings out all these references to what is precious.  He writes about “precious blood” (1 Pet.1:19) and “the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes”, 1 Pet.1:7.  All these were a direct result of the chastening that he had gone through.

And beloved brethren, if the Lord passes us through chastening, the result will shine eternally.  It will shine in Peter and it will shine in those in this company.  Even although there are only a few of us here tonight, it will shine eternally.  Why?  Because it is God’s work and it is God’s intention that formation should take place.  If we go back to Jacob’s history for a moment, he was a young man at the time God spoke to him.  Much of the chastening in our lives takes place in our middle age and in later years, but it cannot be limited to that.  In Jacob’s case, he was a young man when God began His chastening.  When Jacob laid his head on the stone pillow that night, then got up in the morning and erected the altar, it has been said that he made a bargain with God1 Did he have any right to do that?  But chastening was taking place in that young man through his having to do with God.  It ran through his life until he became a worshipper.  Beloved, it is the same with us.  That is what chastening is in view of.  It is not an end in itself; if we think it is an end in itself, we can easily lose our relationship with God.  It involves His love, it involves His compassions.

May these things encourage us to see that chastening is what God uses, and I say again, it always runs along with His love; God’s love toward us never changes.  May the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach, Germany

7 October 2015

W.K. Clark

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:11 (JND) [11] But no chastening at the time seems to be [matter] of joy, but of grief; but afterwards yields [the] peaceful fruit of righteousness to those exercised by it.

Genesis 28:1-22 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. [4] And may he give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee, in order that thou mayest possess the land of thy sojourning, which God gave to Abraham! [5] And Isaac sent away Jacob; and he went to Padan-Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebecca, Jacob's and Esau's mother. [6] And Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-Aram, to take a wife thence, blessing him, and giving him a charge saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; [7] and [that] Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-Aram. [8] And Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil in the sight of Isaac his father. [9] And Esau went to Ishmael, and took, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife. [10] And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went towards Haran. [11] And he lighted on a certain place, and lodged there, because the sun had set. And he took [one] of the stones of the place, and made [it] his pillow, and lay down in that place. [12] And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to the heavens. And behold, angels of God ascended and descended upon it. …

Genesis 28:1-22 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. [4] And may he give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee, in order that thou mayest possess the land of thy sojourning, which God gave to Abraham! [5] And Isaac sent away Jacob; and he went to Padan-Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebecca, Jacob's and Esau's mother. [6] And Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-Aram, to take a wife thence, blessing him, and giving him a charge saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; [7] and [that] Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-Aram. [8] And Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil in the sight of Isaac his father. [9] And Esau went to Ishmael, and took, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife. [10] And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went towards Haran. [11] And he lighted on a certain place, and lodged there, because the sun had set. And he took [one] of the stones of the place, and made [it] his pillow, and lay down in that place. [12] And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to the heavens. And behold, angels of God ascended and descended upon it. …

Genesis 28:1-22 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. [4] And may he give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee, in order that thou mayest possess the land of thy sojourning, which God gave to Abraham! [5] And Isaac sent away Jacob; and he went to Padan-Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebecca, Jacob's and Esau's mother. [6] And Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-Aram, to take a wife thence, blessing him, and giving him a charge saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; [7] and [that] Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-Aram. [8] And Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan were evil in the sight of Isaac his father. [9] And Esau went to Ishmael, and took, besides the wives that he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebaioth, to be his wife. [10] And Jacob went out from Beer-sheba, and went towards Haran. [11] And he lighted on a certain place, and lodged there, because the sun had set. And he took [one] of the stones of the place, and made [it] his pillow, and lay down in that place. [12] And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to the heavens. And behold, angels of God ascended and descended upon it. …

Genesis 29:25 (JND) [25] And it came to pass in the morning, that behold, it was Leah. And he said to Laban, What is this thou hast done to me? Have I not served thee for Rachel? Why then hast thou deceived me?

Luke 22:34-62 (JND) [34] And he said, I tell thee, Peter, [the] cock shall not crow to-day before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. [35] And he said to them, When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing. [36] He said therefore to them, But now he that has a purse let him take [it], in like manner also a scrip, and he that has none let him sell his garment and buy a sword; [37] for I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned with [the] lawless: for also the things concerning me have an end. [38] And they said, Lord, behold here are two swords. And he said to them, It is enough. [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth. [45] And rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief. …

Jeremiah 18:6 (JND) [6] House of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith Jehovah. Behold, as the clay in the potter's hand, so are ye in my hand, house of Israel.

Genesis 48:16 (JND) [16] the Angel that redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named upon them, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the land!

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

1 Peter 1:19 (JND) [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ,

1 Peter 1:7 (JND) [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ:



COMING UNDER DIVINE AUTHORITY


Acts 9:1,2,6

Our brother has spoken to us powerfully about chastening, which is in line with what we had over the weekend.  It occurred to me that, before his conversion, Saul knew very little about chastening.  He was a man used to having his own way and his own will.  He did what he wanted to do, he did it how he wanted to do it.  He was a powerful self-willed man!  We know the story so well, beloved, but the Lord spoke to him, he was spoken to by Jesus on the road to Damascus.  That was something he would never forget.  It was something that changed him.  

What I wanted to speak about was this matter of coming under divine authority.  Saul was not used to any authority apart from his own, or the authority that had been given to him by the high priest in Jerusalem to persecute the saints.  But here we have in the second section I read, that he comes under another authority.  He was told to “rise up and enter into the city and it shall be told thee what thou must do”.  He was a man who was not used to that!  But really the Lord Jesus was coming into his soul and starting to subdue him.  Saul came to accept that he was under another authority, a divine authority and that is a challenge for us all.  We come to know the Lord Jesus first as our Saviour, and how vital that is.  The gospel goes forth with that end in view, and of course that is the gateway into all that God has in mind for the believer.  One early and essential step is that the believer comes under divine authority.  And this overbearing man, this awkward man, came under divine authority after he had had a transaction with the Lord Jesus.  We all have to learn that His way is best!  Naturally we always want our own way, even from when we are children right through to old age, we enjoy having our own way; it is human nature in all of us.  What we see here is a man who was starting to come under divine authority, and what blessing ensued from accepting divine authority.  That is so for us; we come under great blessing if we accept this.  

You might say, how does that happen?  It cannot happen by our trying naturally, because we all know how much we fail.  It is essential to have a link with the Lord Jesus in His heavenly position, and to know the indwelling of the Holy Spirit who helps to refine us and helps us to accept the divine authority.  We then find that the Lord’s way is best!  When Mary was found sitting at the feet of the Lord Jesus in Luke 10, He told Martha that Mary had chosen the good part (v.42). It was not perhaps what others thought she should have been doing, but she had chosen the good part in being near to her Lord.  An important part of our accepting such authority is knowing Jesus as Lord.  As I said, we know Him as Saviour to start with, and He will always be our Saviour, but coming under His lordship is a further matter, recognising that His way is best.  Here was this man who was changed, transformed you may say, and from this point was able to accept the authority of another.  

It is for our blessing.  Naturally we would never accept the Lord’s will; we fail every day, we know that, and yet there is a rich provision from on high to help us, to subdue us to accept the ways of God.  Our brother has spoken about chastening.  Naturally you would never accept chastening, but the gift of the Spirit, a link with the Lord Jesus and the compassions of the Father help us to accept and get through to what our brother has brought before us.  How much Paul was chastened; he was a prisoner in chains for a large part of his life, he suffered in many ways.  But what gain and fruit there was for God and for himself, and that fruit comes right down to us in the ministry that we call Paul’s ministry.  We see many examples in scripture and also amongst us of that fruit and it is an encouragement to think, as our brother has said, of the end in view, because God here had Paul’s blessing in mind  He has our blessing in mind, but first we must accept and come under the authority of the Lord.  It is a simple thought, but may the Lord bless what we have said. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach, Germany

7 October 2015

D.H. Marshall

 


Scripture references

Acts 9:1-6 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …



THE VOICE OF JESUS


John 10:27-30;  16:26,27,33

Beloved brethren, I had an impression from what we heard on Saturday and from what our brother has already said about chastening.  I too was impressed by what was said about the love of God always lying behind His chastening.  I was affected by these verses in John 10 which I have read.  We find the Lord Jesus in this chapter as the good Shepherd, who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:15).  Because He has laid down His life for the sheep, He would never allow chastening to damage a person for whom He has given Himself.  This would confirm that divine love lies behind it.  Here He says, “My sheep hear my voice” and I thought that it would be a challenge for us to hear His voice.  If we hear His voice, we should take heed to what He has to say to us.  If He speaks to us, He has something definite to tell us, which we saw in the two examples our brother has spoken of.  What the Lord has to say to us may be of a solemn nature, but it is good that we should not look at it as a penalty.  Everyone should understand the speaking, and should also understand why the Lord is speaking in a particular way to them.

On Saturday, Job was mentioned.  In the first chapters of the book, we see what a remarkable person he was, and what righteousness marked him.  But then it needed forty chapters for him to realise who was talking to him and why.  God was talking to him.  It took Job so long because he still had his own righteousness before him, and is this not also the case with us sometimes?  We also heard of Paul.  What a person he was, he had “heard unspeakable things said, which it is not allowed to man to utter” (2 Cor.12:4), and then he was given a thorn for the flesh; this was the Lord speaking to him in order that he might not be exalted (2 Cor.12:7).

In John 10 the Lord says “I know them”.  The Lord knows His sheep.  They were not only from the Israelites here, and not only from the nations, but it relates to the one flock.  We belong to the one flock; the Lord knows us and He knows what we need.  He wants to form us, as has been said.  I was also thinking about the severity through which we might be passed.  If I am not affected by the exercise, then I might think about it lightly, but if I go through very deep exercises, I might reach a point where I almost despair, but what a comfort the Lord gives us, that we are in His hand: “no one shall seize them out of my hand”.  Then He turns our attention to the Father, “My Father who has given them to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father”.  What wonderful security we have.  No one can seize us out of the hand of the Lord Jesus, and neither can anyone seize us out of the hand of the Father, of whom the Lord Jesus says here, “My Father … is greater than all”.

The Lord Jesus said these words when He was down here.  The verses we have read in chapter 16 relate to our days.  It says “In that day ye shall ask in my name”.  The Lord Jesus has revealed the Father, and He has opened the way to the Father.  What liberty we have that we can ask the Father in His name.  The liberty that we have to ask the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus shows us the great blessedness of our dispensation, and we also have the presence of the Holy Spirit who is available to us, and who strengthens us when we ask Him.  Ephesians 3 says “But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us” (v.20).  I was thinking about the power which works in us.  The Holy Spirit strengthens us, enabling us to pray to the Father in the name of the Lord Jesus, and gives us the consciousness that the Father Himself has affection for us.  This is a wonderful comfort, something that we can remember.  And this is, as it says, “because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God”.  So I thought that we could remember these verses when we are going through exercises, in order that we might be preserved and come to hear what God has to say to us.

Then in the last verse of John 16 it says “These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace”.  In John 10 we read that the Lord wants to give us eternal life and then in chapter 16 we have peace in Him.  Who else could give us peace but He Himself, He who has overcome this world?  I thought that we could be built up and encouraged in these exercises, so that we are able to look up to Him and to find our peace in Him.  He it is who has loved us and He it is who still loves us.  May we be preserved, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Bad Endbach, Germany

7 October 2015

U. Pfeiffer

 


Scripture references

John 10:27-30 (JND) [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; [28] and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand. [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father. [30] I and the Father are one.

John 16:26-33 (JND) [26] In that day ye shall ask in my name; and I say not to you that I will demand of the Father for you, [27] for the Father himself has affection for you, because ye have had affection for me, and have believed that I came out from God. [28] I came out from the Father and have come into the world; again, I leave the world and go to the Father. [29] His disciples say to him, Lo, now thou speakest openly and utterest no allegory. [30] Now we know that thou knowest all things, and hast not need that any one should demand of thee. By this we believe that thou art come from God. [31] Jesus answered them, Do ye now believe? [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me. [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 10:15 (JND) [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.

2 Corinthians 12:4 (JND) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

2 Corinthians 12:7 (JND) [7] And that I might not be exalted by the exceeding greatness of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn for the flesh, a messenger of Satan that he might buffet me, that I might not be exalted.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

John 16 (JND) [1] These things I have spoken unto you that ye may not be offended. [2] They shall put you out of the synagogues; but the hour is coming that every one who kills you will think to render service to God; [3] and these things they will do because they have not known the Father nor me. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …



THE LORD'S PRESENT VOICE


I wish to speak of what appears to me to be especially on the Lord's mind at the present time.  Little one apprehends it; still we ought to be occupied with it. It may be that something good occupies us; but it does not follow that it is the right thing at this present time.

The knowledge of Scripture is not sufficient without knowing what the Lord is doing at this moment.  "I call you no longer bondmen; for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you", John 15:15.  I trust every heart here bows to it.  What is the prominent thought in my Lord's mind at this moment?  I believe many a person would be set straight in his course if he were in the secret of the Lord's mind, and that you never can get, if you are not with Him.  Gideon never told the multitude the order of battle, but to the three hundred that could stand the earthly favour, the water, he committed the secret, "as I do, so shall ye do".  It is simple devotedness that qualifies one for receiving this wonderful favour.  "No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends", John 15:13.  Well, if you would die for the saints, He would tell His mind to you.  Tell me what is really your love for the people of God – Christ's interests?  Are they dear to you because they are Christ's?  I believe it would be immense blessing to us all, if in the very smallest circumstances we have before us what He is doing.  I might be occupied with a very useful line of Scripture and still not be in His mind.  I find there was always some one thing peculiarly before Him.  One finds continually people are not up to it.  The disciples, however true and faithful, were not travelling in company with His mind at all; and what He seeks is to lead them to it.  They do not understand Him, but it is the thing He is leading them to.  He told them of His death, and they did not enter into it; neither did they follow Him as to His resurrection; they were weeping because He had died.  After His ascension the Holy Spirit was the great thing before His mind.  After Pentecost the assembly was the prominent thing. What was the cause of their trouble?  They had not His mind; they were not in the secret of His working.

I turn to the end of Revelation 3.  The Lord leads His people to what He is about to do and doing.  When I am watching for His mind, what He would do, I am not guided by circumstances.  Supposing I heard of a great number of conversions, I should be thankful for it, but if I am in His mind I am not carried away by it because I know there is another thing more prominently before Him.  Sincere people can go on in a great way of usefulness and yet be apart from His mind and therefore they are not told "the thing that I do".

J.B. Stoney Vol.8 p.31

 


Scripture references

John 15:15 (JND) [15] I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you.

John 15:13 (JND) [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends.

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …



THE SUFFERINGS AND GLORY OF JESUS


Luke 24:25-27;  1 Peter 3:18;  Hebrews 2:9,10

I was reminded earlier today of what the Lord Jesus speaks of in this passage in Luke 24.  He says, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”.  I desire to speak of the sufferings of Jesus and of His glory.  In this passage, the Lord Jesus speaks to these persons about a principle which is true for man, that suffering precedes glory.  As Man, He endured sufferings and then He entered into His glory.  I trust that all here have some appreciation of the magnitude and extent of the sufferings of Jesus and have some valuation in their souls of the glory of that blessed Man.  His sufferings were greater than any.  His glory surpasses all others.  What a Man we have to speak about.  Many have spoken and written before about His sufferings and His glory, and you may have read good books which help us to appreciate more the sufferings of Jesus and His glory.  But I would like to speak about them again today.  

The passage in Peter speaks of His suffering for sins.  I trust that everyone here can speak of something which is personal, that is, what He has suffered and endured for you.  But the sufferings of Jesus were extensive.  They include what He suffered from men, what He suffered in His spirit on account of what sinful man is and for righteousness, and what He suffered at the hand of God.  His sufferings at the hand of God are beyond the comprehension of any of us, such were the depth, extent and concentration of them.  But I would like to speak of them because how essential they were if the claims of God were to be fully met and you and I were to be blessed.

Now the Lord Jesus suffered as a righteous Man, as a holy Man, One that was without sin.  How different Jesus was to what you and I are by nature.  We find that there is sin within us, and on account of that, we sin.  But with Jesus, the scripture speaks of Him as One who was “holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners”, Heb.7:26.  The Lord Jesus ever stood apart entirely from all others on account of the intrinsic holiness of what He was; not only who He was in His person, but what He was in His blessed manhood, and He remains the same, though now in glory.  He was a Man without sin, and He suffered on account of that.  

Jesus suffered from men and on account of what was in them.  He suffered from His own race, particularly from the religious leaders; there was envy with them and they refused to receive Him.  The scripture tells us they delivered Him up through envy (Mark 15:10).  There was envy and hatred there because what He was and what He expressed exposed them for what they were; He exposed the hypocrisy that marked them.  They were those that took God’s word upon their lips, but it was not in their hearts.  The Lord Jesus suffered on account of that.  He suffered reproach, He suffered condemnation from man.  At the point when He was delivered up, that which hitherto had been expressed through the accusing words of those religious men took on another character which further exposed what was within their hearts.  They came out against Him with swords and sticks; they held Him and beat Him. Think of what it meant to the holy soul of Jesus to suffer at the hands of His own nation.  There He was, amongst His own people, among whom He had moved doing good.  He had healed those that were oppressed with the devil.  He had brought in physical healing.  I have no doubt that there were those who were thankful, but in the nation at large there was only hatred and malice shown to Him, which culminated in what today we call violent physical abuse.  The Roman soldiers entered into this too; they spat upon Him, they struck His head, they crucified Him; they nailed Him to the cross through His hands and His feet.  Even in so-called civil society today, such things would be regarded as abhorrent.  Think of how much that holy, harmless, sinless One suffered and endured at the hand of every kind of man.  All were opposed to Him.  He suffered without a murmur.  Peter tells us “who, when reviled, reviled not again; when suffering, threatened not.” 1 Pet.2:23.  The One who was here, a blessed Man in suffering humanity, is in His person the Son of God.  He could have called on His Father to furnish Him with twelve legions of angels.  But no, in the blessed perfection of His manhood, He bore it all without complaint.  He did not bear it in a stoical way; Jesus bore it with immense, holy feeling.

Now Jesus also suffered in His spirit on account of what was in man.  What could one say as to that?  How much the Lord Jesus must have felt the effects of sin upon mankind.  Those feelings were part of His sufferings.  We get instances of it as He came into contact with persons.  He groaned at one point; how much Jesus felt the condition of man that sin had brought in.  He wept at the grave of Lazarus.  Persons said, “Behold how he loved him!”, John 11:36.  Undoubtedly that was true, but I think that in the tears of Jesus there was more than loss and sympathy expressed.  His were the deep feelings of a holy Man who saw the consequences of sin in relation to one whom He loved and knew well.  Death had come in.  The wages of sin is death, it is the penalty.  How He must have felt that.  

How much Jesus bore, what He suffered in His spirit, what He suffered from men and on account of what is in man.  The Psalms bring out the feelings of Jesus.  Dear fellow believer, I trust you might be desirous of being deepened in an appreciation of the sufferings of Jesus.  Read the Psalms, read other scriptures that are well known, read Isaiah 53.  These passages in the Old Testament, prophetic in their character, illustrate and illuminate for us the feelings and the sufferings of that blessed One. 

But then He suffered at the hand of God.  Peter says in this passage “Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God”.  The sufferings that Jesus endured from men were immense.  I do not think that we can really place a measure on them; how intense they were, but the sufferings that Jesus endured at the hand of God surpassed them all.  The sufferings of Jesus at the hand of God were borne on the cross.  Jesus went to the cross.  How much that must have meant to Him, the cross with all its shame.  That entered into His sufferings too.  Now while He was on the cross there came three hours of darkness, and during those hours of darkness the Lord Jesus endured suffering at the hand of God.  The scene was clothed in darkness.  It was not for man to observe and man could not comprehend what transpired in those hours of darkness, for in them the Lord Jesus became the Sin-bearer.  He was not the Sin-bearer before, but He became the Sin-bearer then.  He who knew not sin was made sin for us, 2 Cor.5:21.  He became the very thing that He was not, in order that God might judge sin there in Him.  It necessitated a holy offering, and Jesus was that holy offering.  Only Jesus was able to take up the matter of sin before God.  Only He could do it and in wonderful love He came to this earth in order to do it.  He did it there on Calvary’s cross in those hours of darkness.  He came from the heights of glory; glorious in His person, for He is God, and ever remains so, but coming into manhood, He came into the condition of flesh and blood in order that He might suffer on account of sin and sins, and that He might die.  The Lord Jesus was made sin; God heaped upon Him there His just judgment in respect of sin, the very thing itself.  That entered into the suffering of Jesus at the hand of God.  

What that must have meant to Him; who could say?  Who can comprehend the greatness of the judgment that He bore except God alone?  But He bore it and thank God He exhausted it.  What a glorious Man, alone able to sustain the holy wrath of God, the fire of God in all its intensity.  The judgment which would have consumed you or me, the Lord Jesus in His blessed perfect manhood was able to sustain and to exhaust it.  In these three hours of darkness, the whole matter of sin was resolved before God.  It will not have to be judged again.  Sin has been fully judged once and for all; a wonderful aspect of the precious work of Jesus.  What He endured in that, what sufferings were His, sufferings at the hand of God.  His feelings come out in Psalm 22.  Dear friend, read it, it is well worth reading.  “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (v1).  What feelings were the feelings of Jesus when He was forsaken of God.  

Dear friend, consider this.  God forsook Jesus.  He will never forsake you.  However dyed in sin you are, God will never forsake you, but He forsook His beloved Son.  Does that not affect your heart?  It was necessary if He should suffer for sin and for sins that this blessed Man was forsaken of God.  What it must have meant to His holy soul.  Until then, nothing had disturbed His relationship with God, nothing had affected His communion with His Father.  But that communion was suspended when God forsook Him as Man.  He was there truly alone in those hours of darkness.  Jesus was truly alone, without God and without man.  There was no help, none to turn to.  What sufferings were His.  None of us ever could know what it is to be truly alone.  In our lives we may have experiences that may cause us at times to feel almost alone, but you will never feel alone like Jesus did.  He was truly alone.  And He bore, as the One who was truly alone, the wrath of God and endured it and exhausted it.

Now I hope that everyone here can say, as I and others here can, that in those three hours of darkness, He bore my sins.  Can you say that He bore your sins in His body on the tree?  Jesus bore the sins of all who believe on Him.  How immense was the work.  Who knows the number of those that have believed on Him?  Thank God there must have been millions down through this dispensation who have stretched out in faith and believed on the Lord Jesus.  All their sins were borne by Jesus.  How intense was the suffering that Jesus endured on account of every one of those sins.  What a work!  We do not want to be occupied with our sins; the devil would seek to occupy us with them, but I wonder if there is anyone here that can remember all their sins?  I cannot remember all mine.  And alas, I would have to say that sometimes I must have sinned without even being conscious of it.  How dull at times we become, even as believers.  But those sins have not been overlooked by God.  They may have been overlooked, or even not recognised for what they are by me, but God has taken account of every one of them and every one of them was borne by Jesus.  What sufferings were His.  He “bore our sins in his body on the tree” (1 Pet.2:24); “the just for the unjust”.  It required one who was just to take up the matter of our sins, and that One was Jesus.  He alone was able to take up the matter of our sins before a holy, righteous God, and to satisfy Him fully in relation to them.  He did it, friend, for God, but He, the Just One, did it too for you and me, the unjust ones, that we might be brought to God.  

What grace, what love He displayed.  We sing ‘Tis love displayed by Jesus, when alone at Calvary’ (Hymn 212).  What depth and fulness of love was expressed in those holy sufferings of Jesus at the hand of God, there alone upon Calvary’s tree.  What it must have meant to God to forsake the only One who had truly pleased Him in every way.  He forsook His beloved Son there.  It was necessary; there was no other way, and Jesus suffered alone.  What sufferings were His; He suffered the death of the cross.  The Lord Jesus went into death and He shed His precious blood, and He was buried.  All are part of the great vicarious work that Jesus has done.  How wonderful that work is.  Let us be occupied afresh with what was truly His by way of suffering in that great work.  I hope everyone here can say with the assurance of faith that He did it for me.  I was amongst the unjust and the just One took up my cause before God at tremendous cost to Himself and in immense suffering to Himself in the bounty of His love.

Now the sufferings of Jesus are over, He is out of the grave, raised, ascended and crowned with glory, remaining a Man for ever though now in a glorious body above.  We sometimes sing, ’How rightly crowned is Jesus, (Hymn 212).  I trust you can sing that with conviction.  The believer on the Lord Jesus is conscious that the blessed Saviour in boundless love has suffered, and is joyful that the One who has suffered has now been crowned with glory above.  It is, we might say, the moral consequence of what as Man He is and did.  It was impossible that the Lord Jesus should be held by death.  He had to come out of death and the pleasure of the Father was in it too, for He raised Jesus by His own glory.  And not only has He been raised, but He has been glorified.  That is a moral consequence.  I mean by that, dear friend, that God is righteous.  He does what is right.  Jesus was found here in holy perfection; He took up the holy will of God and in full obedience and in suffering love completed everything to God’s eternal satisfaction.  He met every claim of the throne of God, displaying in fulness the love of God to men.  What would be the righteous consequence?  It could only be that He has been crowned with glory and honour by God.  

How wonderful is the glory with which Jesus has been crowned as Man.  There is the glory of Jesus that He ever had on account of who He is in His person.  Even in the lowliness of His manhood, there shone out here in humble circumstances the glory of One who in His person was and ever remains the blessed Son of God.  One lover of Him could say, “we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”, John 1:14.  The glory of the person of Jesus came into expression and was seen by those near Him.  But then there is the glory with which He has been crowned as Man.  That glory is a wonderful consequence of His sufferings.  Hebrews speaks of us seeing by faith the One “who was made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour”.  Is He still in death? Is He still in the grave?  No, the eye of faith sees Him where He is, crowned with glory and honour.  What a distinctive place has been given to Jesus.  It belongs to Him alone; it does not belong to any other man.  The Queen of this country honours persons, and we respect her right as sovereign to do so, but her honours are not worthy to be compared with the honour that has been given to Jesus.  He has been honoured by God.  Is there any other man who has been given that honour?  Only Jesus has been honoured in this way by God and glorified.  Where?  Here on the earth?  No; in heaven.  How wonderful that is.  That is the place where His glory shines.  It will shine in the coming day here on the earth.  

Men will take account of the glory of that blessed One; the whole earth will be filled with it.  It will not remain hidden then.  But where does it shine now?  It shines where He is, in heaven.  Have you seen Him there?  Dear fellow believer, is your eye in faith on Him where He is?  Are you occupied with Him where He is?  You will not see Him if your eye is on the earth, if you are occupied with the things of this world.  No; for what you will see here is quite contrary to the glory above, but the eyes of faith look upward to where Jesus is.  What do we see there?  Do we see Him in humiliation and in lowliness and in suffering?  No; we see Him now in glory as the One that has been crowned with it and honoured above all others.

So that it says here in Hebrews, “For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.”  He has been introduced there through suffering; the note says, “initiate into an office” (note g).  It is a consequence.  God works on moral lines and we see that personified in what He has done with Jesus.  God has worked in that way; Jesus has been given that distinctive place in the presence of God, there in all His glory and honour.  The eye of faith can see Him there and, dear fellow believers, we are among the many sons brought to glory.  How wonderful that is.  That is the portion of the believer, to have part there above as a son.  We are not there in actuality with Him yet.  We are still in circumstances of limitation below and in these bodies of humiliation which we all feel.  But we look for that day when He will come for us and we will be changed and we will be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  We will be in bodies of glory like His.  What a wonderful prospect that is; freed not only from sin, but from all the weakness that attaches to us.  By faith and the Spirit, we can have part now in that view of Him where He is.  Indeed, through Him we ourselves have been brought to God.  How blessed that is.

How immense were the sufferings of Jesus and how great is His glory.  Let us ponder them.  They are well worth considering.  What a wonderful glory is His.  In a coming day the whole universe will take account of it.  The One who bears the glory will be seen in all His perfection.  The One who has suffered here at the hands of men will be recognised and given His rightful place by men, and not only by men but by every being.  Every knee will bow, every tongue will confess Him.  That will be a wonderful day.  The One who suffered here unjustly at the hands of men, who was put to naught, will be recognised in the very scene of His shame and rejection.  His glory will be seen and His rights will be acknowledged.  What a day that will be.

These are wonderful matters.  May we be affected by them.  I hope that everyone here knows this Person of whom I have sought to speak.  I hope that you do not just know of Him; many persons may know of Him, but I hope that you know Him, as a result of having to do with Him personally.  I trust that everyone here can speak with conviction of what He has done for them, that He suffered for ‘my sins’ and that He bore them there on Calvary’s tree ‘for me’.  Is there anyone here in any doubt about that?  The opportunity is given to you to believe on Him tonight.  Do not put that off.  If you are still in your sins, do not put it off to another day.  There may not be another day, neither may there be another hour.  Now is the accepted time.  That does not mean in the next hour or so, it means now.  How urgent is the moment.  If there is anyone here who is unsure, God would present to you that blessed One, the One who has suffered, the One that is now in glory, that He might become the object of your faith.  Paul said “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved”, Acts 16:31; those ten words spoken to a soul that, if matters had been left in his own hands, would in a moment of time have entered eternity unsaved.  

How urgent is the moment.  Just believe.  For any that might be concerned or doubtful, the work of Jesus has met every claim of God and God is fully satisfied with that work.  The testimony to that is that Jesus has been raised and that He has been glorified.  So you can be sure.  Your salvation as a sinner, dear friend, does not depend upon how much you understand of the work of Jesus.  Would to God that I understood and appreciated more of that precious work, but your eternal salvation is dependent not upon that, but upon your faith in Him.  If you believe on the Lord Jesus then the efficacy of all that He has done is yours.  How blessed that is.  Would to God that we all might grow in our appreciation of what He has done.  But for any unsure or troubled, if you stretch out in faith to God’s salvation, then the meeting of every claim of God in respect of what you are and in respect of your sins is fully satisfied and you are viewed by God as righteous, having the righteousness of God which is according to faith.  He views you as fully clear of every liability.  That is a wonderful matter.  

So, as we sometimes sing,

‘The sinner who believes, is free,

   Can say, The Saviour died for me’.   (Hymn 357)

May that be the assured portion of every one, and for those of us who believe, may we grow in our appreciation of that blessed One, His sufferings and His glory, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the Gospel, Colchester

1 November 2015

M I Webster

 


Scripture references

Luke 24:25-27 (JND) [25] And *he* said to them, O senseless and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory? [27] And having begun from Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

Hebrews 2:9-10 (JND) [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Luke 24 (JND) [1] But on the morrow of the sabbath, very early indeed in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the aromatic spices which they had prepared. [2] And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. [3] And when they had entered they found not the body of the Lord Jesus. …

Hebrews 7:26 (JND) [26] For such a high priest became us, holy, harmless, undefiled, separated from sinners, and become higher than the heavens:

Mark 15:10 (JND) [10] for he knew that the chief priests had delivered him up through envy.

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

John 11:36 (JND) [36] The Jews therefore said, Behold how he loved him!

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Acts 16:31 (JND) [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.



HEAVENLY GROUND


2 Timothy 1:8,15

The great failure of the church was giving up Paul.  "All ... in Asia" did not give up evangelical truth but they gave up Paul; anything popular you may have, but not Paul.  Why?  Because he is heavenly.

Colossians 2:20 is "over Jordan".  In Romans, "dead to sin" – dead with Christ – out of the man; but in Colossians you are out of the place where the man is.  Gilgal is the actual spot: all of man goes.  Many understand Marah who do not understand Gilgal. Marah is that I refuse the thing that would draw me from the wilderness. In Gilgal you drop it all: it is cut off, and cannot be resumed.

The children of Israel ate the passover when they got over Jordan, and the day after they ate the old corn of the land!  That passover was a type of the Lord's supper in which I can say, I have reached the consummation of His accomplished work; I begin a new day, and I eat the old corn of the land.

What has hindered souls from understanding the mystery is that they are not consciously on heavenly ground.  No man gets clear of the intrusion of the flesh until he gets to Gilgal.  We ought to be able to say to every offer of the flesh, I do not want your learning, I do not want your sanctimoniousness, I want nothing but Christ, for I am "complete in him" and He is everything and in all.  I am looking up.

You know very little about a person if you only know what he was, and not what he is; and that is the difference between the manna and the old corn of the land.  There is nothing a man so revolts from naturally than to see that this scene is gone.  But though this scene is gone for me I am supported down here by supplies from the place where my Lord has gone.  By the Holy Spirit I walk the path He has trod to the place where He has gone; where He is.  There are many who have for a moment tasted it; and I would ask, Had you your relatives, your property, there?  No, I had only the Lord.  And were you happy without them?  Perfectly so!  There are many in heart over Jordan who have never accepted it.  Your acceptance of the new place necessitates dropping everything connected with the old place.  Like a recruit brought to the barrack gate; he drops the old, the civilian, to get the new.  The apostle said when he was caught up into the third heaven, he did not know whether he was in the body or out of the body. They say that a man in a balloon loses first the sense of feeling, then the sight of things below, then his hearing and lastly consciousness.  You do not get the right idea of sanctification until you come to this. In 2 Corinthians 12 Paul has come down from the place where he did not know whether he was in the body, and now he will have a crippled body. The more I understand the exaltation, the more I shall be crippled here.

Once you separate the church from the gospel, I am prepared for any departure, human subsidy, and carnal support of any kind.  I have no doubt Laodicea springs out of this (carrying on Christian things without Christ).  How often the evangelist deplores the state of his converts: your converts are the pattern of yourself.  No one ever understood the gospel thoroughly that did not understand the church. 

I never saw the brother who left the heavenly ground who did not become Babylonish – not Egyptian, for Egypt is the gross world, but Babylon is the refined, or if you will, aesthetic world.  Laodicea is Christian religion without Christ Himself.  Do not give up the heavenly side!  Do not give up Paul!  Do not be ashamed of "the testimony of our Lord nor of me his prisoner".

J.B. Stoney Vol.8 p.33

Edited and Published by John Brown and Paul Martin

36 Laverock Park Linlithgow EH49 6AT

email notesofministry@virginmedia.com

Printed by Crystal Print, 22 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9DZ Tel: 01277 650 661


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:8-15 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted. [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Colossians 2:20 (JND) [20] If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as [if] alive in [the] world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances?

2 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) …



Notes


	[←1]
	 J.Taylor Vol.10 p.408
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