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GARDENS


Genesis 2:8,9,15-17;  Numbers 24:2-9;  

Song of Songs 4:12-5:1

It will be apparent from these scriptures that the impression I have relates to the garden.  The first garden in Scripture was planted by God.  He planted it while the earth was still in its pristine condition.  Before sin had intruded through man, God created a garden.  The thought of a garden is pre-eminently an area which is for pleasure, for enjoyment, for rest, for satisfaction.  People enjoy their gardens; they like to find their pleasure there, but they do not always have an assessment of the moral character of the world.  I have often been impressed with the verse which says, ”But there was in the place where he had been crucified a garden”, John 19:41.  The moral character of the world today is that it is the place where Jesus has been crucified.  That is the character of the world.  Someone had planted a garden there, a place of delight, a place of pleasure, and people still plant their gardens in the world in which Jesus has been crucified.  But in that garden there was something else.  In that garden was a tomb.  It was in the place where Jesus had been crucified.  Men will claim the earth and try to make it a place for their pleasure and their delight, but you find that the hand of death is upon it all.  This was a new tomb where nobody had ever been laid, and “There therefore … they laid Jesus" (v.42).  Our Lord Jesus has died from this scene; He has gone out by way of death.  I would say to everyone here, do not look for lasting satisfaction in the place where Jesus has been crucified.  You will never find lasting pleasure, lasting enjoyment in this world.  Our Lord has gone into death, He has been rejected from this world, and it has changed forever because our Lord Jesus has been crucified.  Because He has been rejected from it, the character of this world has been fixed.

Nevertheless God had the thought of a garden first, before man had it.  For us, it relates to what is on the earth, but not of it.  This garden had a centre.  Out of the ground, Jehovah Elohim had made every tree grow which is pleasant to the sight and good for food.  Think of all the trees of the garden – they are like the saints.  When you make contact with a believer anywhere, when you look upon the countenances of the saints, you get that feeling of joy, you get that stirring of heart because you have a link with them that nothing can break.  I remember meeting a believer once, a young woman in a shop, and we spoke for quite a long time.  When she went to go, she told me her name and where she came from, and I said to her that we had never met before, and we were not likely ever to meet on earth again.  We had completely different backgrounds, we came from different countries, different ethnic backgrounds, but we had a link that is closer than I have with the man I sit next to in the office every day.  It is a link that can never be broken.  God has taken up one and another here and there, but He brings us together, and really that is the thought of the garden.  He brings us together in the garden, where He has made every tree to grow.  It is wonderful to take account of that; there is an environment that is fruitful.  We have been speaking about bearing fruit, and there is an environment which God has established and which is conducive to fruit bearing.  He planted this garden and He made every tree grow.  The Lord Jesus speaks of every plant that His heavenly Father had not planted (Matt.15.13), but there are plants that remain.  Others are uprooted, but not the plants that the heavenly Father has planted.

The first paragraph that we read in Genesis 2 gives an abstract view.  Jehovah had planted the garden and made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, and the tree of life was in the midst of the garden.  The garden had a centre – the tree of life.  Think of the greatness of Christ, beloved, food for the soul; food eternally!  We sang the hymn, 

‘Lord, in Thee we taste the sweetness

     Of the Tree of Life above;

Taste its own eternal meetness

    For the heav’nly land we love.’      (Hymn 50)

The dear brother who wrote that hymn wrote many more verses than we have in our hymnbook.  He wrote:

‘But, my soul, hast thou not tasted

    Of that Tree of life on high?

As through desert lands thou’st hasted

    Eshcol’s grapes been never nigh?’1.

The writer wrote about that Tree, about the way in which the Lord Jesus came.  He wrote about the Lord Jesus as a tender sapling:-

‘… rising

    From a dry and stony land,

Object of man’s proud despising,

    Grew the Plant of God’s right hand!’.

How that Sapling grew until a time came when ‘To its own rich soil transplanted’.  That is where the Tree of life is now, in its own rich soil.  The tree of life is only seen in its own setting, it is never seen outside of paradise.  In Genesis, the literal tree was in an earthly paradise, but now Jesus as our Tree of life is in the paradise of God.  But those fruits are available, beloved brethren, fruits to be taken and eaten, fruits for satisfying the soul. Oh, how great is the Lord Jesus, the Tree of life!  That Tree of life is sufficient for everyone to prove lasting and eternal satisfaction.  What you have to do is reach out and take those fruits.  One thing about a tree is that the fruit does not come to you.  You have to reach out for it.  It involves exercise, it means that you have to stretch yourself, but it is good to stretch yourself.  In natural things they tell us that we ought to, and we will be fitter if we do, but it is good in spiritual things also, to stretch yourself and reach out and partake of that blessed Tree of life.  Ah, beloved, have you got an appetite for Christ?  From the history that follows, it seems that Adam did not have an appetite for it.  It seems that he did not partake of it.  Beloved, let us have an appetite for Christ.  Read the Scriptures, look for Christ in the Scriptures, come together in the gatherings of the saints and hear the Scriptures spoken about, and hear the truth discussed.  Look for Christ, get an impression in your soul of Christ because that is what is going to build you up; that is what is going to sustain you through this scene in which we are, the place where He has been crucified.  You will go through this scene with the sustaining grace of Christ in your soul.  That is what will keep you from anything that the enemy would bring in.

The tree of the knowledge of good and evil was also in the garden.  That involves a question of discrimination, of judgment.  Adam was created as innocent; that means he did not have a conscience, he did not know right and wrong.  He was given one commandment – do not touch the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Adam knew that he was not to touch it.  Adam was not deceived; Paul tells us that the woman was deceived, not the man, but Adam failed in disobedience.  He did not have the knowledge of good and evil, but he knew what he was doing, and he was disobedient.  And so God said that if he was to reach out and eat of that tree of life, it would be a terrible thing – a man living for ever in disobedience (Gen.3.22).  That is one of these instances in Scripture where the sentence is unfinished; the consequences were too awful to contemplate.  What mercy it was that Adam was sent out of that garden, driven out of the garden of Eden and the angel with the flame of the flashing sword put there to guard the way to the tree of life.  But God did not close the way to the tree of life; it has never been closed.  God always had in mind that man should have access to the tree of life, but the way was guarded – the flame of God’s flashing sword was there.  No sin-soiled feet could tread that way.  The flame of God’s flashing sword – what does it mean?  It was seen at Sinai.  The whole mountain quaked and shook and the fire was there and the sound of thunder and the trumpet was exceeding loud (Exod.19:16-18).  The people of Israel were terrified and they said that they could not go near the mountain.  God was there in all His righteousness and holiness, laying out His requirements for man, and they said that they could not go near that mountain.  God guarded the way to the tree of life. How wonderful it is that we live in the present time of grace when all that has been met.  We have not come to mount Sinai; that is not the end of our journey.  All that came in through man’s disobedience has been met at the cross of Jesus.  I would like to ask everybody here, do you really have the assurance in your soul that everything has been cleared at the cross of Jesus?  Have you come to the Lord for yourself?  Have you trusted Him?  Have you come to Him in your sins and put your faith and trust in Him, and claimed Him as your own Saviour?  The work has been done, and God wants you to partake of the tree of life.  It is His desire that you should come into His paradise and reach out and partake of that tree.  The way to it is in the acceptance of the work of Jesus, and to own Him as Lord.  It is the most important thing that anyone can do.

Man was placed in the garden, which was the scene of his responsibility.  You might think that Adam was placed in a wonderful position of privilege.  Yes, he was, but Jehovah Elohim took man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and to guard it.  He had two things to do – to till it and to guard it.  We know he failed in the guarding because Satan, the serpent, was there, but Adam was to till it.  I do not think that there is any suggestion that Adam failed in the tilling of the ground; in fact I rather think he did not fail in it.  Tilling is hard work, it involves turning over the soil.  I think that Adam turned over the words of Jehovah.  The subsequent history shows that; think of the way in which he named his wife Eve, and of the name which he gave her.  First of all, he said that “this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man”, Gen.2:23.  Adam showed intelligence then, but not only then; after his fall, he called his wife’s name Eve, “because she is the mother of all living”, Gen.3:20.  I think he had listened to what God had said.  God had spoken about the seed of the woman that would crush the head of the serpent, and I think that Adam laid hold of that in faith.  It shows that there was faith in Adam.  He is not listed in Hebrews among those who had faith, but I think that there was a certain tilling going on.  Adam had failed in the most grievous way with terrible consequences, but I think he listened to the word of God, and the tilling was going on.  The turning over of the soil has to be done in order to keep it fertile.

It is constant work to keep the ground fertile.  We come together and we hear things said and we read things too.  Let us keep turning it over.  It keeps the ground fertile, and that is the way it becomes fruitful, it is the way in which growth is promoted.  So Adam was placed in this garden and he was given this commission to till it and to guard it.  Let us keep going over in our minds the things that we receive from above, because they come from above.  In the reading earlier this afternoon, contributions came in.  They are not just what people invent or what they think; these are impressions which the Lord puts into the hearts of the saints.  He does it; He works and we experienced that this afternoon.  The Lord worked – He placed impressions in the hearts of the saints and then they are made available for the enjoyment of all.  So let us turn them over.  He has provided something; it is the garden feature, the saints set together in this way.  We get blessing as we go over and over what the Lord gives to us.  Let us not go away from a meeting and just forget about it.  I find great help in writing things down, then you can go back to them.  Sometimes you go back to what you have written down before, and you cannot remember ever having heard it before.  But it is there and the Lord is able to bring it back, and you can go over it again and get some fresh ray of light.  Go over it with the Lord, go over it with the Scriptures, ask the Holy Spirit to show you more.  This work of tilling is conducive to productiveness and growth and fruitfulness.  It is a wonderful thing that the work of God can be promoted in such a way in our souls and then we have something to share with others; a blessed thing!

Then in the book of Numbers, we have this wicked man Balaam.  This scripture shows what God can do.  Balaam had an eye on material gain, but nevertheless he knew that he could not go beyond what God would allow.  He was called upon by this wicked king Balak to bring a curse on the people, but Balaam said, I cannot do that if God does not let me.  God used him.  God is able to use anyone.  If you look at the book of Job, you will find that God even uses Satan.  Everyone and everything serves His purpose.  Even a man like Balaam, self-seeking man that he was, served God’s purpose, because God’s purpose was to bless.  Earlier, Balaam had said, “I have received mission to bless”, Num.23:20.  It is wonderful that God would have His people to be blessed.  Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw God’s people, he saw Israel in their tents, according to their tribes.  That is how the camp was arranged.  The children of Israel were encamped around the tabernacle, arranged according to order, according to their tribes.  The standard of Judah was to the east, and two tribes with them and the standard of Reuben was to the south, and Ephraim to the west, and so on (Num.2).  They were all arranged according to their tribes and there was order in the camp.  Balaam could not hear the murmurings in the tents.  Moses heard them, and Moses was before God about it, but in the gatherings of the saints, there was what was orderly, there was what was honouring to God.  So Balaam said, “How goodly are thy tents Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Israel”.  Think of what the people were in responsibility, proving God’s help through the difficulties of the pathway.  And the reference to Jacob, proving what God can be as the One who brings us through.  Have not we proved that?  Have not we proved the Jacob character in our lives?  We have to look back sometimes and we can say, The Lord has brought me through although I did not deserve it at all.  Ah, beloved, it makes your heart go out to Him – “How goodly are thy tents, Jacob”.  It is how the saints are set together, in localities.  I come from one locality; I see various other localities represented here, set together.  It is not haphazard, the Lord has done it, the Lord has arranged it.  In Numbers 2, the whole arrangement of the camp was specified by God.  It was specified who was going to dwell where; God arranged it.  God has had His hand over every one of us here, over the details of our lives so that we are set together.  So Balaam said “How goodly are thy tents, Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Israel”.

Beloved brethren, we can enter into the most blessed experiences as accepting the way in which God has set us together and preserved us.  Balaam says “Like valleys are they spread forth, like gardens by the river side”.  There they are, fertile gardens by the river side.  The river is to be drawn on; it is like the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ.  There is a never ending flow which is to be drawn on.  We prove in our gatherings that we have been set like gardens by the river side.  Let us maintain ourselves by the river side.  The prophet Isaiah began his word in chapter 1 by speaking about the state of Israel, and he said that they were like a garden that has no water (Isa.1:30).  That is a terrible situation.  In a garden that has no water, everything dies, and it is sad to look at a garden like that.  But here we have gardens by the river side referred to, where the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ is there to be drawn on.  The Holy Spirit is to be drawn on in our gatherings together, so that we can prove something of the living character of this.  Then Balaam spoke of Israel being “Like aloe-trees which Jehovah hath planted, like cedars beside the waters”.  It refers to the dignity of the saints standing there like cedars of Lebanon.  Then he said that “Water shall flow out of his buckets”.  Not into Israel’s buckets; it is not only what is flowing in, it is what is flowing out from the saints viewed in this way.  In these gardens by the river side, there is something flowing out for the blessing of others, and it goes on to the greatness of the God who brought it all to pass.

In the scripture in the Song of Songs, we first have the beloved speaking of the spouse; he says “A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse; A spring shut up, a fountain sealed”.  How wonderful it is to think of the way in which Christ views the assembly.  She is in type a garden enclosed, just for Him.  There is no alien feature here, no polluting or corrupting influence comes here.  She is a garden enclosed; what is only for Christ and for Him alone.  You sometimes find houses with large gardens open to the public.  But the garden enclosed is just for Christ, it is not a common place.  It is what the assembly is, only for Christ.  Do I hold myself in the light of that?  Every one of the Lord’s people belongs to the assembly.  Do I hold myself as being exclusively for Christ?  Is there no other claim upon me but Christ’s?  I might find that in Him I have joy and satisfaction, but can I say that I have no other claim over me?  In principle, when we come to own Jesus as Lord, that is what we are saying.  I own Him as my Lord; that means He has exclusive claim upon me.  But then you find that you are drawn into a relationship which is even greater than that; “my sister, my spouse” means that you find His love.  It is the place where you can enjoy His love, His affections; enjoy His company.  It says of the garden of Gethsemane in John’s gospel that Jesus was often there with His disciples.  It speaks of a secluded place apart where you can enjoy His company and just be with Him alone, and know what it is to hear His voice, to hear Him speaking and to speak to Him and to hear what He would say to you.  It may be experienced a little alone in your room, or more when you are together with the saints.  He is more ready to speak than we are to listen.  There they are – the living waters, a fountain sealed, a spring shut up in this enclosed garden which is His sister, His spouse.

It goes on to speak about various features of the garden; pomegranates and precious fruits, henna, spikenard, saffron, calamus and cinnamon with all trees of frankincense.  Some of us were speaking in the interval about the fragrance that you would appreciate in the garden.  It speaks in chapter 2 of the vines in bloom giving forth their fragrance (v.13).  The garden is a place where there is not only what can be seen and what is available for food, but fragrance is there.  Think of the Lord absorbed in these things.  We sometimes sing to Him

‘All that delights Thy taste

    Doth here abound’.            (Hymn 361)

I have often thought of that as we have sung it.  The Scriptures use figures so that we can understand them.  Man has five senses; think of all that delights the Lord’s taste, of what He sees in the assembly, what He hears.  He says in type “Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice”, Song of Songs 2:14.  Think of the fragrance which He receives, of Him tasting “the best wine … That goeth down smoothly”, Song of Songs 7:9.  There is that which He tastes.  Think of what is available to Him within His embrace.  Speaking carefully and reverently, the Lord Jesus is a perfect Man, divine in His Person.  You think of His every sense being satisfied and pleased with what He receives in the assembly.

I might just say that literally, the Song of Songs refers to the Lord’s relations with Israel, and how He will win her heart in a coming day.  You get throughout the book the Lord’s assurances of His love for the loved one, but also her feeling of inadequacy.  That is a theme which runs through the book, although His assurance of love continues and what He finds in her continues.  But in the assembly there is no inadequacy.  The assembly is His fulness.  You could not think of inadequacy in the assembly.  But think of what He does find – these wonderful descriptions here of a fountain in the gardens, a well of living waters which stream from Lebanon.  That is what He is describing, and then there is what is to be released.

In the Song of Songs, the beloved is in type Christ, the loved one is the female vessel.  Now she starts speaking, and she says “Awake, north wind, and come, thou south”.  There is no corrupting foot that can go into that enclosed garden, but there are influences from above.  ”Awake, north wind” – think of the discipline of which we spoke earlier.  “Awake, north wind”; could you really ask for it?  But if you knew the One whose garden it is, if you knew the heart of Christ, you might say, It is necessary.  I never ask for discipline, but I can see how necessary it has been.  So she says, “Awake, north wind”.  Why?  In order that the spices might flow forth, that there might be a release.  Then “come, thou south”.  Life is not only discipline; we get the occasions of divine favour – a wonderful thing.  Perhaps the north wind is when we are apart and we experience the trials of the pathway, but the south wind, beloved – if the Lord does not come tonight, we will experience something of that in the morning as we have our part in the scene of divine favour, in the service of God.  That is the experience of that south wind blowing gently, as we are carried in response to the Lord Jesus, in response to the Holy Spirit, in response to the Father, then widening out in response to God.  How wonderful it is to be in the light of divine favour, and it is so that the spices flow forth.

And then she says “Let my beloved come into his garden, And eat its precious fruits”.  There is something for Him there, and He replies “I am come into my garden, my sister, my spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice”.  Think of gathering the myrrh.  The myrrh speaks of suffering, it speaks of the way in which the Lord Jesus has gone, and He is in type saying this in appreciation of that.  There is an appreciation of Him here.  As the chapter goes on, there is decline and she did not fully appreciate Him.  He appeals to her, He says “Open to me … For my head is filled with dew, My locks with the drops of the night”.  He would appeal on the basis that He has been through the night, He has been that way.  He would say, “Open to me”; He would say that to us, beloved.  Let us open to Him, let the Lord Jesus have an entrance.  That would appeal to our hearts; “my head is filled with dew, My locks with the drops of the night”.  He has known the night as no other could know it.  He has been through that season, but through it, Christ has secured in the assembly a vessel which is going to answer to His affections eternally.  He would say to us now ‘Open to me’.  He says, “I have gathered my myrrh with my spice”.  I believe myrrh is very bitter to the taste but it has a wonderful fragrance.  If you appreciate something of the sufferings of Jesus, if you appreciate what He has done on the cross, and if you dwell upon the sufferings of Christ, there will be fragrance for His own heart.  It is wonderful to Him, so He says “I have gathered my myrrh with my spice”; there is what is to His taste.  And then He says “I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey”.  The honeycomb with the honey is what is worked out together, what the saints are together.  We have been set together in view of working something out together and it is what is particularly sweet to Him, to take what has been worked out together among the saints in the way in which He has set us, and find that it is according to His taste.  That is what He was seeking; “I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey, I have drunk my wine with my milk”.  Think of what is for His joy; the wine is what is for His joy.  It is the wonderful result of the fruit which we were speaking of in the reading, what is for the pleasure of the Lord Jesus Himself.  Oh beloved, we are to enter into this.  He says “Eat, O friends; drink, yea drink abundantly, beloved ones!”.

So the Lord has this thought of a garden.  It has been planted.  Each one of us, we might say, is in the garden in which He has set us, and there is what is to be for His own pleasure.  The dignity of the saints moving together can be taken account of.  There is what men can take account of, but then there is what is for the heart of Jesus Himself.  He says, as it were, I have been this way in order that I should receive something from you.  How much is He going to receive from us? How much would He get from me?  If we are left here until tomorrow, we will have a wonderful opportunity as we come together to look at those emblems on the table.  Hardly a week goes by without us hearing those words, “given for you”, Luke 22:19.  Think of the way in which He has been, and it was for us.  We break the bread, and we partake of it together because He asked us to.  He did not ask us to do a hard thing.  He just asked us to express our love for Him, to show that we desire to be faithful to Him in the scene from which He has been rejected, to show that we want to have our part in faithfulness to that blessed One, and enter upon the wonderful service that no human mind could imagine.  It lives and flows, and it swells and expands, and it is all for the pleasure of divine Persons. May we all have our part in it, for His name’s sake.

Address at Peterhead

16 August 2014

A. Martin




Scripture references

Genesis 2:8-17 (JND) [8] And Jehovah Elohim planted a garden in Eden eastward, and there put Man whom he had formed. [9] And out of the ground Jehovah Elohim made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; and the tree of life, in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. [10] And a river went out of Eden, to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became four main streams. [11] The name of the one is Pison: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Havilah, where the gold is. [12] And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and the onyx stone are there. [13] And the name of the second river is Gihon: that is it which surrounds the whole land of Cush. [14] And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: that is it which flows forward toward Asshur. And the fourth river, that is Euphrates. [15] And Jehovah Elohim took Man, and put him into the garden of Eden, to till it and to guard it. [16] And Jehovah Elohim commanded Man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou shalt freely eat; [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

Numbers 24:2-9 (JND) [2] And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel dwelling [in tents] according to his tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon him. [3] And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor saith, and the man of opened eye saith, [4] He saith, who heareth the words of God, who seeth the vision of the Almighty, who falleth down, and who hath his eyes open: [5] How goodly are thy tents, Jacob, and thy tabernacles, Israel! [6] Like valleys are they spread forth, like gardens by the river side, Like aloe-trees which Jehovah hath planted, like cedars beside the waters. [7] Water shall flow out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in great waters, And his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. [8] God brought him out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of a buffalo. He shall consume the nations his enemies, and break their bones, and with his arrows shall smite [them] in pieces. [9] He stooped, he lay down like a lion, and like a lioness: who will stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.

Song of Solomon 4:12 (JND) [12] A garden enclosed is my sister, [my] spouse; A spring shut up, a fountain sealed.

Song of Solomon 5:1 (JND) [1] I am come into my garden, my sister, [my] spouse; I have gathered my myrrh with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my wine with my milk. Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly, beloved ones!

John 19:41 (JND) [41] But there was in the place where he had been crucified a garden, and in the garden a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid.

Matthew 15:13 (JND) [13] But he answering said, Every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted shall be rooted up.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 3:22 (JND) [22] And Jehovah Elohim said, Behold, Man is become as one of us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he stretch out his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever !

Exodus 19:16-18 (JND) [16] And it came to pass on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunders and lightnings and a heavy cloud on the mountain, and the sound of the trumpet exceeding loud; and the whole people that was in the camp trembled. [17] And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they stood at the foot of the mountain. [18] And the whole of mount Sinai smoked, because Jehovah descended on it in fire; and its smoke ascended as the smoke of a furnace; and the whole mountain shook greatly.

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Genesis 3:20 (JND) [20] And Man called his wife's name Eve; because she is the mother of all living.

Numbers 23:20 (JND) [20] Behold, I have received [mission] to bless; and he hath blessed, and I cannot reverse it.

Numbers 2 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] The children of Israel shall encamp every one by his standard, with the ensign of their father's house; round about the tent of meeting, afar off, opposite to it shall they encamp. [3] And [for] those encamping eastward toward the sun-rising [there shall be] the standard of the camp of Judah according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab; …

Numbers 2 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] The children of Israel shall encamp every one by his standard, with the ensign of their father's house; round about the tent of meeting, afar off, opposite to it shall they encamp. [3] And [for] those encamping eastward toward the sun-rising [there shall be] the standard of the camp of Judah according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab; …

Isaiah 1:30 (JND) [30] For ye shall be as a terebinth whose leaf fadeth, and as a garden that hath no water.

Song of Solomon 2:14 (JND) [14] My dove, in the clefts of the rock, In the covert of the precipice, Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voice; For sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.

Song of Solomon 7:9 (JND) [9] And the roof of thy mouth like the best wine, That goeth down smoothly for my beloved, And stealeth over the lips of them that are asleep.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.



THIS MOMENT


Galatians 4:1-7  Acts 2:1-4

I was affected this morning by the line of a hymn; we just sang verse 4: ‘God’s secret things long treasured up in heav’n’ (Hymn 123).  How wonderful it is that God had secret things in His heart which were treasured there.  God had in His heart something very precious and wonderful.  What God is presenting to you in the glad tidings today are the secrets of His own heart’s affection; His wonderful favour.  These things were never known in the same way before the Lord Jesus came here, although there was some inkling of them, of course.  God created the world and it says that His eternal power and divinity were known in that (Rom.1:20), but His heart was not made known through the creation.  His heart could only be known as it was manifested and given expression to by His only begotten Son.  What a moment that was!

I want to focus on the moment for which God was waiting.  It says “when the fulness of the time was come”.  Oh beloved friend, what a time that was!  Think of all the time that had passed before the Lord Jesus came here.  God used angelic beings to bring in His word.  He used Abraham as a man of faith and He gave the law through Moses.  He sent His prophets, He acted through various persons.  But then there was a moment, dear friend, when God saw that the time was right.  It says, “God sent forth his Son”.  The sending forth really relates to the Lord’s coming into public service; what a moment it was when God sent forth His Son, come of woman, come under law.  We know the story, how He was born as a Babe in a manger, conceived by the Holy Spirit.  But then He was sent forth; “God sent forth his Son”.  I want to press upon us all today how suddenly God can act.  It is not that things will just go on as they always have gone on.  Men think that things will just keep going on as they are.  But God acts; He works in the souls of men and women and children, and suddenly something happens.  Think of the jailor in Acts 16.  There is a reference to midnight.  Up until that point, that man was a godless man, taking Paul and Silas and putting their feet in the stocks; he was doing all that a jailor could do.  Then at midnight the earthquake happened; God intervened suddenly.  God would do that for you and for me, to wake us up.  Not from sleep; I am talking spiritually.  He might give you a shake, give you suddenly to realise that you are in His presence.  But He is not a God of whom we should be terrified.  Certainly, if we are in our sins, we should be terrified, because God is of purer eyes than to behold evil, but He would come in and bring in the light of the glad tidings, as He did in the prison.  This man had heard these prisoners, Paul and Silas, singing, and there was a testimony to God there.  So the jailor was awakened to the reality of what he was and the enormity of what he had done.  I want to just emphasise this matter of God intervening in a moment of time, which He can act in this way.  He would change you, He would change me in a moment.

Dear friend, this moment is in one sense the most important moment in your life.  You may not have another moment.  You can read in the Old Testament Scriptures about how God can act quickly.  Sodom was destroyed in a moment.  One moment it was a thriving city and the next moment it was gone.  God can act like that, in one moment.  He is going to do it; what a moment it will be when He will come in judgment and deal with this whole scene of things.  It says that a thousand years are as one day – just a moment in time for God.  He is an eternal God, and we are finite beings.  We think in terms of days and hours and seconds.  God does not think that way.  There was a moment when He came into time, into the condition, the state, the realm of things that we are familiar with and He has made Himself known in the person of the Lord Jesus. 

Christ came into this world, a world that His hands had made and then there was this moment when the Lord Jesus was “sent forth”.  The Father could say “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.  He walked here on earth ministering to men in their need.  There was no need that Jesus turned away.  The heart of God was made known.  He was not there in severity; He said, “I am not come that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world”, John 12:47. That is what His heart was set on.  God was not acting in judgment; He was acting in grace and favour, and He made it known in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He walked here, then He went to the cross at Calvary.  What a moment that was!  There is a reference in the Old Testament to the day in Ajalon when the sun hastened not to go down about a full day (Josh.10:13); there was never a day like it.  Think of when Jesus was crucified on the cross of Calvary; what a moment that was.  There He was, hanging on the cross.  The sun did not give its light, the darkness covered the face of the land, and there was that cry that went up from Him when He was made sin.  What an awful death it was.  The moral implication of it should occupy us, that He was suffering for sin, and that He bore the sins of believers in His body on the cross.  He suffered there for me, and if you put your trust and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, you can say, ‘He was there for me’.  He hung there; what a spectacle.  I do not think there has ever been a time like it, nor will there ever be another one like it, when God dealt with every moral issue.  Such issues were all dealt with there in the death of Jesus.  Not one was left unaddressed; God dealt with them all there, and then Jesus gave up His spirit, and He went into the grave.  He was three days in the heart of the earth, but He is not there any longer.  He has come out of death and gone into heaven itself.  Of course there was the period of forty days when He was here amongst His own, but the point is that after His death, His burial and His resurrection, He was taken up into heaven.

We read this scripture in the Book of Acts.  You almost get the idea that there was something pent-up.  All these persons who had had to do with the Lord Jesus were there; one hundred and twenty people were sitting there waiting.  They had been told to wait by Jesus.  The feast of Pentecost was accomplishing, it was finishing its course, and then it says, “And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing.”  The note says it was like hard breathing; it was intense.  I think that it shows the holy emotions and feelings of God.  The moment had come when the Holy Spirit would come and fill the house.  The Holy Spirit Himself, a divine Person, came into this scene and sat upon each one of them as parted tongues of fire.  And then the gospel went out from the house; wonderful glad tidings, with thousands of persons saved.  What a beginning, beloved!  But it started from heaven; is that not wonderful?  It was God coming down here in relation to this scene and moving things.  It was not a movement of men.  It was a divine Person from heaven who came into the souls of persons and imparted something.  That is what God does for those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ in faith as the One who has gone up into heaven.  He was here as a Man.  He lived, He died, He was buried and He was raised.  Then He went to the Father, and the Father poured out the Spirit.  Think of the feelings of God and the suddenness of what happened.  It is wonderful to see it, to have such a sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence; a manifestation of the power of God and that He can overcome any hindrance, any resistance to Him.  Any barrier that could be conceived in man’s mind, God is able to overcome it, and He can do it in a very powerful way – suddenly.

Beloved friend, He can do that for you; bring you livingly into the sense of God’s favour.  Think of God opening His arms and receiving you.  He loves to receive us, and that is what the glad tidings are about.  God would welcome us, as the hymn says:-

‘The heart of God is love,

    That love extends to thee’.            (Hymn 59)

What a message there is in the glad tidings!

May we be impressed with the intense longing and favour of God.  Think of Him waiting for that long period of time for the incoming of Christ.  But think of God waiting for you today.  He would speak to you in the glad tidings and touch your heart in a moment of time, and bring you into a sense of divine favour and joy as your heart would go out to Him.   God has done these things because He has seen the need of our hearts, but He wants what is for His own heart’s pleasure.  That is why God acts the way He does; we read that “the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared”, Titus 3:4.  That is a wonderful thing; God would bring us into favour.

May we have a sense of that favour in our own hearts and souls, as leaning on the Lord Jesus Christ.  May God bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Wheaton, Illinois

17 August 2014

J. Oberg

 


Scripture references

Galatians 4:1-7 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. [7] So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God.

Acts 2:1-4 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with [the] Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth.

Romans 1:20 (JND) [20] for from [the] world's creation the invisible things of him are perceived, being apprehended by the mind through the things that are made, both his eternal power and divinity, so as to render them inexcusable.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

John 12:47 (JND) [47] and if any one hear my words and do not keep [them], I judge him not, for I am not come that I might judge the world, but that I might save the world.

Joshua 10:13 (JND) [13] And the sun stood still, and the moon remained where it was, until the nation had avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not this written in the book of Jasher? And the sun remained standing in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go down about a full day.

Titus 3:4 (JND) [4] But when the kindness and love to man of our Saviour God appeared,



HE GIVETH MORE GRACE


He giveth more grace as the burdens grow greater,

He sendeth more strength as the labours increase,

To added afflictions He addeth His mercy,

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace.

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,

When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources,

Our Father's full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure;

His pow'r has no boundary known unto men.

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus,

He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!

Annie Johnson Flint (1866-1932)

 


PRAYING AND NOT FAINTING


Hebrews 12:3;  2 Corinthians 3:18; 4:1;  Luke 18:1

At the prayer meeting last night, we sang that we should ‘Faint not here, but walk in love’ (Hymn 231).  In times of sorrows and pressures, and all that might affect the spirits of the brethren, there might be the tendency to faint, and it is interesting to see how we have a divine provision for that.  It is especially attractive to see what God does so that we should not faint in our minds or in our spirits.  In these two passages in Hebrews and Corinthians, God distinctly draws our attention to Christ, “For consider well him”.  You could say that there are many other and greater reasons for considering Christ well.  How great and attractive it is to have our eyes on Him!  But the way in which God would set this before us in these verses is “that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds”.  If you occupy yourself with the troubles, with failures within yourself or with anything else in this scene, there will be fainting, turning aside, the inability to maintain your place in the testimony.  The only thing that will maintain you is to have Christ and Christ alone constantly before you, to consider the way in which He endured.

Think of the sufferings of the Lord Jesus; the way in which He endured so much at the hands of men is particularly set before us here.  “For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself”.  You see the features that came out in all their beauty and perfection in the One who did not turn aside, the One who met everything that was facing Him in the power of the Spirit and in the power of the word of God.  So He was going forward.  There was never such a concentration of contradiction from sinners against anyone.  Jesus was the object of that contradiction, and yet He always had the consciousness of His links with His Father so that He could go forward.  There could never be any fainting in His mind.  What an example He is for us, and what food He is to sustain us, that we should “be not weary, fainting in your minds”.

In Corinthians, we see this same glorious Person presented in all His majesty and glory.  I especially had in mind the reference to “having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not”.  That would be the ministry of the new covenant.  Jesus is presented especially to our view as having the place of the Mediator of the new covenant.  There is what is expanding and coming out from the heart of God.  It would give us liberty.  The Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant, is the One in whom it all rests, the One who is the Centre of that outflow of divine affection and grace towards us in mercy.  As our eyes are upon Him, we are transformed; we have some experience of that as we gather for the Lord’s supper and all that flows from it.  Christ is before us and there is a transformation that comes in.  But then in the area of testimony where mercy is needed, it is the same One; He remains as the Mediator of the new covenant.  He is the One who can give us what is needed to maintain us and to sustain us, so that having “had mercy shewn us, we faint not”. 

Christ’s own word to His disciples is helpful too, especially in this matter of prayer.  In Luke 18, “he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint”.  We probably all have had the experience of something coming before us, and we pray for it with fervency and maybe some enthusiasm, and then the exercise fades.  There is a need to persist, and we need to be encouraged; the Lord would encourage us to persist.  We see how persistent the widow is in the parable that follows.  She is persistent in her prayers and it would be a word for us.  For myself, I could do with this help, this encouragement from the word of the Lord here, that we should “always pray and not faint”.  Keep up the prayers, maintain the prayers.  What you prayed for, continue praying for.

I know that there is a reference later in Corinthians to the apostle Paul praying three times that his thorn for the flesh might be removed, and then he received the Lord’s word that it would not be (2 Cor.12:8,9).  I think that is different.  One difference is that Paul got a specific, direct answer from the Lord, so he ceased praying after he made these three requests.  A second difference is that Paul’s prayer related to himself and his own personal needs, desires and wants.  It may be that we pray for something that is our desire or wish, and maybe there comes a time when we have to stop; it is not being answered because it is not the Lord’s will.  But so far as the testimony is concerned, as far as the Lord’s people are concerned, so far as what is in the divine mind is concerned, pray and do not faint.

I would encourage all the brethren with these simple words.

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

12 October 2014

D.C. Brown

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:3 (JND) [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4:1 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not.

Luke 18:1 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint,

Luke 18 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. …

2 Corinthians 12:8-9 (JND) [8] For this I thrice besought the Lord that it might depart from me. [9] And he said to me, My grace suffices thee; for [my] power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather boast in my weaknesses, that the power of the Christ may dwell upon me.



WAITING FOR GOD


Isaiah 64:4

This scripture came before me prior to the meeting tonight, beloved brethren, and I was confirmed by our hymn.  This part of the verse came before me, “for him that waiteth for him” – that is for God.  There are tests and trials that the brethren are going through at the present time, but we should know what it is to wait for God.  I think you can see this in Noah in relation to building the ark – he waited for God.  You can see it too in Abraham.  He did not know where he was going, but he waited for God.  You see it in perfection in the Lord Jesus.  At twelve years of age, He was in the temple hearing and asking questions; the time of His public service had not yet come.

Beloved brethren, it is a test for me.  We may pray about a thing, but do we wait on God to get the answer?  It is not just a request, it is prayer.  You pray to God that He may answer.  What I am concerned about is to prove what it is to have patience while we are waiting for God for an answer to our prayers.  We have concerns in relation to our health or our families; there are many things that we pray for, but do we have patience to wait for God in relation to them?  I was thinking of believers in past generations who faced tests and trials, brethren who went through assembly sorrows, and how did they get the answer?  They waited for God, and God answered them.  How testing it is at the present time to wait on God for an answer.  I am tested myself.  You may pray for certain things, and you wait and wait, before God answers.  There is nothing impossible with God.  God will not leave you, He will give His answer, but the test for each one of us, dear brethren, is to wait for Him.  Many are passing through suffering at the present time, and we feel what our brethren are going through in relation to their health, in relation to their families, in relation to other matters.  We do not know all that each one carries, but the Lord knows everything.  We should prove what it is to wait on God; He will answer us, if we have patience to wait for Him.  We are tested as to how much influence we have with God in our private lives, in our household lives.  How often do we go into our room and pray to God in relation to our exercises.  They may last for weeks, they may last for months, they may last for years; nobody knows, but God will answer us if we have patience to wait for Him.  The Lord will not leave us; He says “I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee”, Heb.13:5.

We are waiting for the Lord’s coming very soon.  We are looking for Him, and He will not let us down, He really will come.  We need patience in the present time, which is the waiting time.  May we be encouraged to prove what this verse means, “Never have men heard, nor perceived by the ear, nor hath eye seen a God beside thee, who acteth for him that waiteth for him”.   May we be encouraged to wait for God, and may there be greater praise and worship to Him in the assembly in the little time we have left here.

May God bless the word.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Glasgow

11 November 2014

J. Newberry

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 64:4 (JND) [4] Never have [men] heard, nor perceived by the ear, nor hath eye seen a God beside thee, who acteth for him that waiteth for him.

Hebrews 13:5 (JND) [5] [Let your] conversation [be] without love of money, satisfied with [your] present circumstances; for *he* has said, I will not leave thee, neither will I forsake thee.



EXTRACT – PATIENCE IN MINISTRY


… I am comforted when I am near the Lord.  I do not know whether you have ever remarked this peculiarity of faith, that though you are assured when near the Lord, yet if you are at all distanced from Him, or your eyes on the difficulties, you have not this assurance, but you regain it when you are again near Him; you know that it is true.  I have had interesting times, I might say, in every place that I have visited; I quite feel with you that we must be patient with others when we feel that we ourselves apprehend so slowly the immense scope of blessing presented to us.  I see that the light and joy of a truth may very rapidly be apprehended, but until it masters you, you are not a master of it, that is, you cannot communicate it.  I have been interested in seeing that we are fitted through the gospel to be companions of Christ and then united to Him.  We are not united to Him and then made fit to enjoy His company, but we are first made fit, we are of His life and nature, then we are united to Him and able to enter into His interests.  It is the perfection of love to be like its object; nothing can satisfy love but company.  Union perpetuates it, the hearts who loved Him were glad when they saw Him.

I am greatly cheered amid all this controversy … He loves to come down to our weakest point and thus to make manifest the strength of His arm. Give the Lord always the first place and He will greatly honour you. He says, "I love them that love me", Prov.8:17.

J.B. Stoney Vol.12 p.452,453
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Scripture references

Proverbs 8:17 (JND) [17] I love those that love me; and they that seek me early shall find me.



Notes


	[←1]
	 J.N. Darby “Spiritual Songs”
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