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RECONCILIATION

2 Corinthians 5: 13–21; Colossians 1: 18–22; Ephesians 2: 11–18 

AMB  I have suggested these scriptures, beloved brethren, so that we might receive help together in enquiring as to this great subject of reconciliation. We will get help I trust to make it as understandable as possible. It is a fine thing to get some impression of what God means when He uses this word ‘reconciliation’ in the Holy Scriptures. I am sure as we enquire together with the help of the Spirit something of the richness and depth of what God means when the scriptures speak about reconciliation will come before us. The scriptures that we have read give us some idea of what it is. The matter of aliens and alienated is mentioned; that means set apart from and having no right in a matter. That was the condition that formerly we were in. Reconciliation answers that; it changes all of that. Instead of alienation there is suitability and citizenship. The matter of enmity and enemies is mentioned in these scriptures, and reconciliation is the answer to that, it changes all of that. Instead of enmity there is friendliness. And then there is the matter of distance, and reconciliation ends that. Instead of distance there is nearness because that is what God wants. 

There is also the matter of how reconciliation is brought about; how does God reconcile us to Himself? These scriptures make clear that the death of Christ is needed. The scripture we read in 2 Corinthians says, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”. The way of suffering and of death, the death of the cross, the blood of the cross, the death of His Son, all of these things underlie the blessed matter of reconciliation. I feel for myself that I do not appreciate or understand enough what it means. My exercise is that we might understand and value more God’s thought in reconciliation. It has been said helpfully that reconciliation is for God and for His pleasure, so that it might, as the scripture in Colossians says, “present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it”. 

I wondered if in the passage in 2 Corinthians we might get help to see how we are reconciled, and what it is that is reconciled. It must be through the great matter of being “in Christ”, as a result of which there is a new creation and “all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself’. That is where we have to start. 

JS  The verse you have referred to is fine, and important in this regard. In new creation, “all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”. You see what God has done for Himself, “to himself by Jesus Christ”. All has been effected through that Person. 

AMB  Yes, it has been effected “by him”, through the great moral matter that was worked out in His death. We are not reconciled to God as a result of Christ living here, blessed matter though that is, but we are reconciled as a result of His death. 

JS  Where we commenced reading, “For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this—that one died for all, then all have died; and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised”. It immediately brings in the love of Christ as demonstrated in His death, do you think? 

AMB  Yes, it is good to see the love that underlay all of this blessed work. It is also important to see that what we are after the flesh has gone. That is the force of “that one died for all, then all have died”. We are all in the state of having died—the footnote says ‘proved them to be in’. But then there is life in the believer that is brought out of the death of Christ, it is part of the fruitfulness of that blessed death. 

GBG  Is reconciliation one of the blessings of the glad tidings which we come into on the principle of faith in Christ? It is done outside of ourselves, therefore it is presented to us in the glad tidings, that we may move into God’s thoughts for us based on the death of Christ. 

AMB  That must be right. Part of the exercise in suggesting the subject today is that we might come more into the understanding and the enjoyment of reconciliation. It is done outside of ourselves and it is effected for God, but there is tremendous blessing in knowing it in the sense of understanding and experiencing something of it. 

GBG  It is for God, for God has persons for His pleasure. The apostle says here, “Be reconciled to God”. He is not telling the Corinthians to be reconciled to God. He is saying ‘that is our ministry’. That is the point in it. 

AMB  Yes, God was beseeching. “We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as it were beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ. Be reconciled to God”. There is an abundance of grace in that. God’s desire is that we should not remain at a distance, but that we should come close. 

MGW  Is it not lovely that when we get to the climax in Romans 5, verse 11, “we are making our boast in God”, but that follows the word “much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in the power of his life”. Every simple believer in Jesus can say, This belongs to me. It is mine and God has done it, and in the next verse I am in the joy of it; but then we work it out through the other chapters in Romans. This is the Christian blessing that has been referred to and it is mine as a simple believer in Jesus. 

AMB  Yes, and the apostle in writing as he does in Romans and also in Corinthians, has the great desire that they should come into the understanding and enjoyment of it. 

JSp  Is that the force of new creation going along with it, a subjective work in the believer that enables us to understand and give us capacity to enter into the greatness of the great things that God has brought us into? 

AMB  Yes, that is helpful. New creation refers to Christ formed in the believer and the Spirit must be intimately involved in that. New creation goes further than reconciliation. 

RG New creation has no connection with anything that was before. 

AMB  Yes, it replaces everything else, “old things have passed away; behold all things have become new”. It has nothing to do with the flesh, certainly, or of nature. This passage suggests how God starts over again in Christ. You might say that it was wonderful that He should have His answer in Christ, but He has also started over again in me, in Christ. God was so delighted with what He had in Christ as Man that He wanted to see that over again. 

RG I was thinking “if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know him thus no longer”. You might have thought they had an advantage, but he is pointing out here that they had no advantage, so that allows us all to come in. And this is how we become one of the elite. An ambassador is an elite person, so if you are a reconciled person you are one of the elite, part of what God has purposed to have for Himself, do you think? 

AMB  You are suggesting we can align ourselves with Paul in being ambassadors for Christ. 

JS  I was thinking of how this ministry of reconciliation has come to us, “how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences”. God has started afresh in Christ. His attitude, that of reconciliation, has come out in Christ as He was here. 

AMB  Yes, it seems to me that all that is in Christ is so pleasing to God that it is entirely suitable for His presence. It is for His pleasure and complacency too, and then as a result of the work of Christ and our acceptance of it, there is in the believer what God sees as the beginning of Christ again, reproduced in the believer. We might feel that we know very little about that, but it is God’s intention that that Christ should be reproduced in each one of us, and that that work should take place in myriads. He is reconciling it all to Himself. 

JS  “If any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”. 

AMB  Say more about what that means to you. 

JS  I thought that it brings out what you have been saying about what God has for Himself in persons in Christ. 

AMB  Yes, it is very important to see that there is nothing in me naturally that is for the pleasure and complacent enjoyment of God. It is only what is in Christ. Therefore we need to be exercised to judge ourselves, and by the Holy Spirit to give more and more place for Christ within us. 

MGW  Is it affecting that what we read here, “all things are of the God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ”? 

AMB  Yes, it seems to me that that suggests to us the necessity of Christ’s work and His suffering. It was necessary that that should take place before there could be reconciliation. Everything of the first order goes out of sight in that matter, and what comes into view is Christ. 

MGW  You mean that love required not reconciliation to a particular place or a particular area, or to a particular order of things, but to God Himself. His love required that. This is pure sunshine, is it not? 

AMB  This is what God desired. He wanted people on whom He had set His heart to be near to Him, and that required the work of Christ. 

RT  Is that a complete matter, “reconciled us to himself’? There is no halfway stage, is there? 

AMB  It is important to say that. There is nothing to be added to the work of Christ in what He has done, and God is perfectly satisfied with that work. As we come into the good of the work by faith then we are reconciled; there is no distance. I would be glad of your help about this. Do you think we need to be exercised to enjoy and be in the appreciation of the experience of reconciliation? That requires exercise on our part. 

RT  The prodigal has been used as an illustration. He came to himself and moved on his journey, and then he is embraced by the father. The robe, the ring and the shoes are the evidence and the tokens of the father’s pleasure in him in view of him entering the house. 

AMB  That is a very interesting scripture to think of. The father really removed the distance. He covered it, and then he clothed the son in the best robe, is that like being in Christ? 

RT  It is to impress upon him the liberty that he is brought into. It was always there for him but the father says, “Bring out the best robe”. It is experience in the soul, and we need to come to it that the Father’s attitude finds a ready reaction in me, and He brings me into the enjoyment of the house. 

AMB  I think what you have referred to is very helpful. It brings out the fact that reconciliation includes making us suitable for God’s presence and for God’s house. 

MGW  Do we see something of the vast extent of this in that it goes on to speak about how God was in Christ, not reconciling us to Himself, but reconciling the world to Himself, not reckoning to them their offences? 

AMB  It is very interesting to see the reference to the world. In the other scriptures there is a reference to “all things”. The extent of reconciliation is to be very wide. Of course God desires that all men should come to salvation, so He has this in mind for all men. I think the world, as you have referred to in verse 19, would be all the people in the world, not the system obviously. You get that wider thought in Colossians as to all things being reconciled, which would appear to go beyond us, and would magnify the glory of Christ to us; He has reconciled all things. There was an earlier reference to reconciliation being one of the great blessings of the gospel. I wondered if you could help us as to the matter of the ministry of reconciliation and the word of reconciliation. I have wondered about that in reading this scripture. 

GBG  I wondered if the ministry is “Be reconciled to God”. The apostle brought that before persons. “Putting in us the word of that reconciliation” means that such persons would come to an intelligent understanding of it. It would also include that, as the word was put in the apostle and those with him, it would become obvious that these persons who were setting forth the ministry of reconciliation were personally in the enjoyment of it in their attitude and grace towards persons. 

AMB  That is fine. The ministry of that reconciliation connects with what God was doing in Christ, “God who has reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation”. That is God’s action in coming out towards us in Christ, but “the word” was what was in the apostle and is to be in us. It is to have its effect, so that one of the great things about reconciliation which we see most in the passage that we read in Ephesians is the effect that it has among ourselves, between believers. 

RG The ministry is the extensiveness of it. It is from God’s side, and there is no limit, and therefore the whole world stands provisionally in reconciliation. But when it comes to the word, it is the practical effect that it is having on me. 

AMB  Ministry is really what proceeds from Christ Himself, and has what is very expansive in view. But the word is specific and personal. 

JSp  In 2 Corinthians 10 it says, “I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ” (2 Corinthians 10: 1). Is that one who expresses the word of that reconciliation? It is in them, it is not only that they are conveying a message but they are imbued with the Spirit of Christ. 

AMB  It comes out in the believer who knows that God has done this, and why He has done it, and who is in the enjoyment of it. The word of that reconciliation is to come out in such persons. It came out in Paul, as you say. I think that is very helpful, and we are to understand it and to be formed by it. There is no part of the truth that is presented to us in the Scriptures that is purely objective. So that everything that is presented in the Scriptures is to have a formative effect in the believer, and that includes this matter of reconciliation. 

JTB(Gr)  It says, “God who has ... given to us the ministry of that reconciliation”. But it also says He has put “in us the word of that reconciliation”. Does that involve an answer to the truth as it is presented to us? What God has given to us is presented to us as light, but “putting in us the word of that reconciliation” involves a subjective answer in me to the truth of reconciliation. 

AMB  That very much agrees with what the brethren have been saying. In writing to the Romans, Paul refers to, “through whom now we have received the reconciliation”, Romans 5: 11. That seems to be the same thought, that something has been put in the believer and is to affect us. It must affect us towards God, but then it affects us in our attitude and relations towards one another. 

MGW  So we get expressions like “We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as it were beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ”. It is very wonderful that God has not only arranged the matter but is beseeching and entreating. 

AMB  It emphasises the grace that underlies it. Also, the language Paul uses suggests that he was on the inside; he was in the court of the king as it were and, as ambassador, he was coming out to draw and attract others into the enjoyment of it. 

MGW  His credentials were impeccable. It reminds us of the reference in Luke 15 where the father went out and besought the elder son. You marvel at the grace of all this. 

AMB  Yes, you do indeed. Paul was one who speaks of himself in all sincerity as the chief of sinners. 

APG  Can you help us about “that we might become God’s righteousness in him”? Is that more than righteousness being reckoned? 

AMB  I would be glad of your thoughts about it. I always found this last verse in 2 Corinthians 5 very affecting, “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us”. It is the complete taking away of our sin in a way that deeply affects us because it was laid on the sinless One. It is “that we might become God’s righteousness in him”. That is the standard of God’s righteousness. It is Christ’s righteousness that is God’s righteousness, and we become that in Christ. It seems to me a complete moral replacement, the taking away of the first order and instead we have Christ, a Man entirely pleasing to God. What would you say? 

APG  We read of the righteousness of God in Romans through faith. I wondered if there was a further advance on that. 

JS  I was thinking it really looks on to the time of display. God would bring out the saints in Christ and say, ‘There is My righteousness’. 

JDG  I was thinking along those lines; it is really anticipating the body of glory, which is needed for the full expression of it. 

AMB  Do we come into the appreciation of what God has done in making Christ sin for us? 

JDG  Yes, I think that should affect our souls, what the Lord had to go through with a view to the result that God desired. 

RT  Referring again to the prodigal, the robe, the shoes and the ring, he was in the gain of it, was he not? He was clothed in that for his own pleasure, but primarily for the Father’s pleasure. It was all necessary in view of being in the house. 

AMB  Yes, the result is the music and the dancing, is it not, “for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found” (Luke 15: 24), and “it was right to make merry”, Luke 15: 32? 

RT  There is no liberty enjoyed really unless this is enjoyed in the soul. 

AMB  I am sure that is right. As we see what God has done for us in Christ in making Him sin for us, I think that must have the most profound effect on our souls. We see what He suffered in being made sin for us but that is not the end of it. The end is that we might become God’s righteousness in Him. I think it is fine just to see what God has in mind for believers. 

RG Do you think the word ‘become’ is a very important word here? God’s righteousness was seen in its entirety in Christ because of who He was as the righteous One; but here the work has been so accomplished that now, as by the Spirit, we can become God’s righteousness in Him. We can be here as persons that are in the process of becoming as Christ is, for the display in glory as has been referred to already. 

AMB  We become what we certainly were not before because of what God has done. Is the ‘becoming’ you speak of something that is a matter of status, that is once and for all, or is it something that we grow in? 

RG For myself I think it is something that we grow in. When the younger son came in, he had all conferred on him, but then he would grow in his appreciation of what was conferred on him in the presence of his father. 

AMB  In one sense, as soon as he came to himself, and as soon as the father covered the distance that was his position as son reaffirmed, but he was not enjoying it yet. He would grow in his enjoyment of it and his experience of it, and practically he would show it as well. 

JSp  Would this be the working out of the scripture in Hebrews which says, “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”, Hebrews 10: 9? 

AMB  Yes, in one sense that has been done once and for all, but it is worked out in believers, and it is a process in that sense. It is very good for each one of us to have in our souls the knowledge and the assurance that that is what God has done; he has taken away the first that He may establish the second. Where am I in relation to that? That is the question for me. 

The scripture we read in Colossians says about Christ, “And he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead”. It goes on, “by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross”. So we have the very affecting matter of the blood of His cross coming in as the great basis for reconciliation. And “all things” are in view, “whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens”. 

Then it says, “And you”, these Gentile believers, “who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death”, by the Fulness. I thought we might see from this scripture what God has in view. You might say, “Why reconciliation?” The answer is “to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it”. 

JS  That is a great change from being alienated and 

enemies, to be made presentable, holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it, before the Godhead. 

AMB  It is the utmost blessing and we might reverently say that the whole resource of the Godhead, the fulness of the Godhead, is engaged in reconciling all things and reconciling us to Itself. 

JS  You made some comments at the beginning on this matter of being alienated and enemies. Can you say something more on that? 

AMB  As we seek to understand what this word means, we can see by the context in which it is used what God means by reconciliation. What was once alienated, that is us as away from God, without any right or title, and utterly unsuitable to His presence, is brought in in suitability and as belonging. It is the polar opposite of alienation. Where once, because of what we were, we were alienated, now we are accepted, we are suitable and we belong. And then we were enemies; it is a very sobering thing that, enemies in mind. It has been said in ministry that that cannot be corrected. It is irreparable (see FER Vol. 13, p.387). Reconciliation comes in and, instead of that, there is nearness and friendliness. Distance is gone as well. These are glorious matters. It gives us some idea of what is in the heart of God for us. 

JS  How it has been effected is in “the body of his flesh through death”. 

AMB  We do not have reconciliation referred to in these paragraphs without some reference to Christ’s death, to the blood of His cross or to His body. That underlies the preciousness of His work and His suffering love for us in dying; it underlies the fact that God is able to reconcile us. 

JS  I think it should really affect us that He has come into a body of flesh and blood, such a condition, in order that it should be accomplished through His death. 

AMB  I think that is a very important point. I understand that in the past there may have been those who taught in circles in Christendom, that Christ’s coming into flesh reconciled God to man, that there was in that life of His in flesh and blood what reconciled God and man, but that was a fundamental misunderstanding. 

It is a complete misunderstanding of the scriptures—it is clear that it required His death. It required the blood of His cross and the body of His flesh through death. 

GBG  It says, “by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross”. It refers to all things and it comes down to ourselves; “And you ... has it reconciled in the body of his flesh through death”. We are involved in that when it comes down to responsible beings like ourselves who in our bodies were at enmity. Is that why it says, “reconciled in the body of his flesh through death”? 

AMB  It is the body in which He suffered, and in which He took away the old order of man that had so offended God, the order that was so alien to God and was at enmity with Him. It was in His body that He took that away, took it for ever out of the sight of God. So His blood accomplished redemption, and that is a very wide thought. The body of His flesh through death is what is needed for us, for you and me, and we have to accept Christ’s death in that way. 

SMcL  Can you tell us why he uses these three words in verse 22, “holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it”? You might think that one would be enough. 

AMB  What I thought as reading it, simply was the fulness and blessedness of what God has in mind in reconciling us, that as reconciled we are wholly suitable to God’s presence. We have not come into relationship yet; that is not stressed in the thought of reconciliation. But we are entirely suitable for His presence. Being holy conveys the thought of God’s eye being able to rest complacently on those who are holy; “unblamable and irreproachable” are additional thoughts. 

SMcL  I was thinking again of the example that has been given of the younger son in Luke 15. There was an attempt to reproach, but the father refuted that. 

AMB  What the elder son brought in, the father was able to refute because of what had been done. 

RG In Ephesians we get “holy and blameless”. That is us in our place that was purposed for us. But here the footnote is helpful, ‘one against whom no charge can be brought’. That is unblamable and irreproachable. In the public domain that Colosse was, no one who knew them before could bring any reproach or any blame because their position was secure, do you think? 

AMB  So speaking simply, nothing could be made to stick against these believers. But then we are to have the sense that that is what we are to enjoy and it is what we are in the presence of God; it is a tremendous thing. 

JDG  I was looking at Romans 3, verse 26, “for the shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”. That is a reconciled man. 

AMB  And God loves to do that. He has the wherewithal because of the work of Christ. 

JSp  So that we are able to anticipate the whole universe of bliss. I am thinking of the scripture in James 1, verse 18, “According to his own will begat he us by the word of truth, that we should be a certain first-fruits of his creatures”. That really anticipates the whole reconciled universe, a company of saints that have been brought into this position, do you think? 

AMB  I am very glad that you reminded us of that because this is for God, and it is a fine thing to have our spiritual sensitivities exercised to see why it is of such pleasure to God. 

This is what He has set His heart on, and what He sees in reconciled people is Christ, and He is entirely satisfied with that. We use the word ‘complacent’, meaning there is nothing to interrupt or to hinder God’s pleasure in what He sees. What you say about the entire universe, that is what God will have and He sees the first-fruits of it in the saints. 

TCM  Does the reference to the fulness of the Godhead, both in verse 19 and verse 22, bring out God’s will that this should be known, should be brought about and known by His creature? 

AMB  Yes, it seems to suggest the breadth of operations in grace, the fulness of the Godhead, God made known in that 

way, as Father and Son and Holy Spirit, all in the activity of grace that this should be so. It also elevates the thoughts that are before us. I wondered if the brethren would be able to help too as to why the setting of this reference to reconciliation in Colossians is to Christ as “head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead”. 

MGW  I have been wondering about that. What is filling the apostle’s heart is Christ. 

Going through the chapter, all things have been created by Him and for Him, He is before all, all things subsist together by Him, He is the head of the body, the assembly, the beginning, first-born from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things, the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. Paul’s heart is full here. He is talking about the greatness of Christ and he is running on to this subject of reconciliation. It is most affecting but I do not know if that helps your enquiry. 

AMB  I think the apostle’s mind and heart are flowing on here, as you say. So he has the thought before him of Christ as “head of the body, the assembly”, and then as “the beginning, firstborn from among the dead”. The thought that is in the apostle’s heart seems to be the Lord giving character—as the Head He gives character. It is the body that He gives character to; and then He is to have the first place in all things. That is looking forward to everything taking character from Him. What is reconciled is all of Christ. There is nothing that is not of Christ and in Christ that is reconciled. 

JS  Shall we go on to Ephesians? 

AMB  We see another presentation of the matter here, besides the very blessed matter of being reconciled to God which we get in verse 16, “reconcile both in one body to God by the cross”. That is a reference again to the cross which we were speaking of earlier, but that He might reconcile both. Now that is Jew and Gentile. As well as reconciliation to God for God’s pleasure, there is the matter of reconciliation between the Jew and the Gentile. That is what this scripture brings before us, and that in turn makes us think of the body; for that is a great characteristic of the body, there is unity in it, reconciliation of its members to one another, and then all to be reconciled to God. That was what was in my mind. One of the great matters that God takes pleasure in, in reconciled people being before Him, is that they are reconciled to each other. 

JS  What is referred to, reconciliation between Jew and Gentile, that is possibly the greatest distance between man and man that has been removed. It shows that others can be brought into reconciliation towards one another, do you think? 

AMB  Yes, if it is possible for Jew and Gentile to be reconciled, any extent of reconciliation is possible. 

RG It is easy to understand it about Jew and Gentile, but how do you apply it today? 

Does it mean that it does not matter what their background has been or is, all that has to go, and does go in reconciliation, no matter how you have come, or from what ecclesiastical system you have come, or from what social class you have come, or inherent enmity you might have because of these things in others? That all goes, does it not? 

AMB  Everything of the flesh. 

RG So that reconciliation means that as being all of one, Christ is represented, do you think? 

AMB  What you have just said at the end makes it all possible because if Christ is in me, and Christ is in you, then there will be no difficulty, nor hesitation about us being reconciled. 

RT  Does the Lord give an example of it in Matthew that if you bring your gift to the altar it is not acceptable until you are reconciled to your brother (Matthew 5: 23, 24)? So it is in view of access. You cannot have access unless you are in the gain and enjoyment of reconciliation. 

AMB  And generally in Ephesians the apostle has in mind what is together, what is collective. The matter of access that you refer to is in verse 18, it says, “For through him we have both access”, so the apostle really has what is collective before him. There is not to be any discord or disunity in that before God because all that enmity has been taken away, has been slain. 

JS  Does the forming of the “two in himself into one new man” come into this? Is it really persons who have taken on the character of Christ? 

AMB  Really the reason why believers can be reconciled together is that they have taken on these features. We have to learn that we have to “put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness”, Ephesians 4: 24. These are infinitely compatible characteristics, truthful righteousness and holiness in you, and truthful righteousness and holiness in me are entirely compatible. We will seek one another out, and delight to be together and reconciled in that way. 

JS  Does this element of peace come into it as well? It is quite striking that the thought of peace is brought in; “he is our peace” is a reference to Christ “that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace”. So that if it is based on righteousness there are conditions of peace established, would you think? 

AMB  It is only God who can do that, righteousness and peace, loving-kindness and truth; God has them to go together (see Psalm 85: 10), and as we work out these things practically there is what is substantially and tangibly pleasing to God in it. 

GBG  So is reconciliation in view of fully enjoying the access through Him by one Spirit, and is there an outflow from that also as we enjoy these eternal relationships? There is nothing better than enjoying these things together and it has an effect on us. We need to be very careful that we do not disturb these sensitive relationships, especially after we enjoy them in a collective way on the first day of the week. This access leads to outflow. We are 

“fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”, and being fitted together all suggests the flowing out of what we enjoy in privilege. 

AMB  I am glad that you refer to that because it is all one line to the end of the chapter. Maybe we should have read it all. What you are saying provides an example of what was said earlier about every aspect of the truth having its practical subjective effect. That is, it is to be worked out and it is to result in appreciation and enjoyment in my heart. We should be exercised that this should be maintained, as you say. I think what you have said is just a word to me; I need to be very careful that I do not allow anything in my spirit that would set me at odds with my brother or sister, and lead to something that is not suitable to the enjoyment of God’s presence or access there. 

ADM  Do you think Paul and Barnabas in their journey in Acts 13 really went out from a sound base in Antioch? Do you think the principle of reconciliation was working there, leading to the success of their ministry, both evangelically and ecclesiastically, in the formation of assemblies? They went out from a solid base. 

AMB  Yes, every nation and ethnic group seemed to be represented at Antioch, and the Holy Spirit was free there. Was that what you had in mind? They went out together. Say more. 

ADM  It was obvious that reconciliation had taken place because these persons were from the opposite ends of society, you might say, and there was nothing naturally to hold them together. Do you think the truth had had a practical and formative effect with them? 

Earlier on it says that Barnabas went away to seek out Saul. 

AMB  It says, “having fasted and prayed, and having laid their hands on them, they let them go”, Acts 13: 3. It is a lovely picture of exactly what you say. Here is a local assembly that is marked by reconciliation, known and enjoyed among the saints. We can see what flows out from an appreciation of the truth. It affects us. 

JS  I was thinking it is in mind that in reconciliation we are brought near to God, but this scripture has in mind that we should be brought near to one another. 

AMB  Yes, that is for our enjoyment, but also for God’s glory and for a return to Him, this access has that in view. 

JS  So the idea of both having access is that we are together. Ephesians brings in the idea of being together in these things. 

AMB  Yes, indeed it does. 

RG Just following on what has been said we are brought near to God, and we are brought near to one another, that God might be dwelling amongst us—“a habitation of God” (Ephesians 2: 22), it says. The great result is to be that God is pleased to dwell with men, do you think? 

AMB  I think we should finish with that thought, because it is what the scripture leads to. It has been drawn attention to, that there is a building together and it is for God’s dwelling. There are conditions that are entirely suitable for Him to dwell, and it is all His work, all the work of Christ. 

Reading at Dundee
8 September 2007 
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Scripture references

2 Corinthians 5:13-21 (JND) [13] For whether we are beside ourselves, [it is] to God; or are sober, [it is] for you. [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died; [15] and he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised. [16] So that *we* henceforth know no one according to flesh; but if even we have known Christ according to flesh, yet now we know [him thus] no longer. [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new: [18] and all things [are] of the God who has reconciled us to himself by [Jesus] Christ, and given to us the ministry of that reconciliation: [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation. [20] We are ambassadors therefore for Christ, God as [it were] beseeching by us, we entreat for Christ, Be reconciled to God. [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Colossians 1:18-22 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things: [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell, [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens. [21] And you, who once were alienated and enemies in mind by wicked works, yet now has it reconciled [22] in the body of his flesh through death; to present you holy and unblamable and irreproachable before it,

Ephesians 2:11-18 (JND) [11] Wherefore remember that *ye*, once nations in [the] flesh, who [are] called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in [the] flesh done with the hand; [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, [15] having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity; [17] and, coming, he has preached the glad tidings of peace to you who [were] afar off, and [the glad tidings of] peace to those [who were] nigh. [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Romans 5:11 (JND) [11] And not only [that], but [we are] making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation.

2 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you; [2] but I beseech that present I may not be bold with the confidence with which I think to be daring towards some who think of us as walking according to flesh. [3] For walking in flesh, we do not war according to flesh. …

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

Romans 5:11 (JND) [11] And not only [that], but [we are] making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation.

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Luke 15:24 (JND) [24] for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. And they began to make merry.

Luke 15:32 (JND) [32] But it was right to make merry and rejoice, because this thy brother was dead and has come to life again, and was lost and has been found.

Hebrews 10:9 (JND) [9] then he said, Lo, I come to do thy will. He takes away the first that he may establish the second;

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Romans 3:26 (JND) [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

James 1:18 (JND) [18] According to his own will begat he us by the word of truth, that we should be a certain first-fruits of *his* creatures.

Matthew 5:23-24 (JND) [23] If therefore thou shouldest offer thy gift at the altar, and there shouldest remember that thy brother has something against thee, [24] leave there thy gift before the altar, and first go, be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Psalms 85:10 (JND) [10] Loving-kindness and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other:

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Acts 13:3 (JND) [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go.

Ephesians 2:22 (JND) [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.



THE PRESENCE AND SERVICE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

J. M. Macfarlane 

Matthew 26: 55, 56; Luke 24: 49, 50; Acts 2: 1–6, 11–13, 32, 33 

During recent readings in the early chapters of Revelation, I have had some measure of fresh impression of the significance of the presence and service of the Holy Spirit, as continuing throughout the present dispensation. The passages we have read refer to the striking public force of Christianity at its beginning and describe times of a different kind from those considered in the addresses to the 

seven assemblies in Revelation. In these addresses, the epochs through which the church would pass are delineated and, to each of them, the word from the Lord Himself is, “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”, Revelation 3: 23. Sustaining communication from heaven would come through the word of the Spirit of God and is promised right to the end. 

I read the passages in Acts 2, because they describe the immense impact of the incoming of the Holy Spirit. Even godless people who read this history acknowledge that something of the greatest significance must have happened between the events described in Matthew 26 and those of Acts 2. A small group of men, who had been devotedly attached to Jesus during the period of His public service, became so overwhelmed by the dreadful circumstances of Matthew 26 that they “left him and fled”, but, within a few weeks, were transformed into the company in which Peter could stand up and speak with such power. The transformation was accomplished by the arrival and activity of the Holy Spirit. 

It is useful to remember that these same men had been the witnesses of His resurrection and the effect of this had been profound. Those who had forsaken Him and fled could gather together and He came into the midst. They provided for Him when He asked if they had anything to eat and in what measure they were served by Him as He “opened their understanding to understand the scriptures”. Finally, they were the witnesses of His ascension as He blessed them and “they, having done him homage, returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God”, Luke 24: 53. 

Death is spoken of as the last enemy and Christ who has died and has taken His life again has triumphed over the last enemy. What challenge can remain to those who were “witnesses of these things”, who had been restored to a close link with One who has risen from among the dead and been blessed by Him as He ascended? How incomparably fortified they must have felt but something further remained—all that they had in consequence of Jesus’ resurrection did not constitute being “clothed with power from on high”. The Holy Spirit was to come in consequence of Jesus’ request to His Father, according to John and, according to Luke, He comes as “the promise of my Father upon you”. The testimony to the resurrection of Jesus would be at the heart of the disciples’ message as they publicly proclaimed the gospel but their empowerment would depend entirely on the Holy Spirit. They are not told precisely when the Holy Spirit would come; it would be unmistakable when it happened. 

Acts 2 gives the account of the advent of the Holy Spirit. On the day of Pentecost, they were all together in one place. They had been scattered when the Shepherd was smitten, according to the prophetic word, but He who was the Shepherd had risen from among the dead and had served them during forty days. They had remained in the city, according to His word, and we have here the account of the advent of the Holy Spirit, by the reception of whom they would be “clothed with power from on high”. 

The incoming of the Holy Spirit was a historical event. It took place at a particular time as a direct divine action with immediate public consequences, which no one could deny. Peter, in his first epistle, tells us that we should “be always prepared to give an answer to every one that asks you to given an account of the hope that is in you, but with meekness and fear” (1 Peter 3: 15), and, in such circumstances, it may be useful to remember that our faith relates to witnessed events in history. Where we finished reading, Peter speaks of “this which ye behold and hear”. There was undeniable public testimony to the power of the presence of the Holy Spirit. Those who said that they were full of new wine were not present in the house when the Spirit came, but they saw undeniably the consequences. 

Someone who is full of new wine cannot speak with the coherence and moral force with which Peter spoke and he identified “this which ye behold and hear” with the Holy Spirit. It is useful to bear in mind that what we believe relates to God’s interventions in history. They are not what Peter refers to in his second epistle as “cleverly imagined fables” (2 Peter 1: 16), usually relating to the impressions of individuals, which fit with the spirit of the times in the arrangements of a humanity out of communion with God. The power of the arrival of the Spirit of God did not promote a particular current of resurgent nationalism, for example; people of virtually every known nationality heard in their “own tongues the great things of God”. Nor did the great event of the day of Pentecost bear relation to any other of the flood tides which have their day in the affairs of men. The book of the Acts is a historical account of apostolic activity, with events unfolding completely independently of the agendas of humanity. Another prominent example of this is the conversion of Saul of Tarsus. One of the reproaches of the godless is that Christianity is simply wishful thinking. Saul’s conversion was as far from wishful thinking as anyone could imagine. The very last thing that Saul wished to become was a Christian and it was while actively persecuting them that he was converted by direct divine intervention. 

If the public force of these inaugural Pentecostal days has faded, let us be reminded of the promises in the addresses to the assemblies at the beginning of Revelation. The word of God to the overcomer “that has an ear” is promised by the speaking of the same Spirit to the assemblies, whether in the early days of the persecution of Smyrna, the period of decline and corruption which would follow, in the revival of Philadelphia and even into the deterioration of Laodicea. I trust that a fresh consideration of the magnificence of the power of the Spirit of God will help to promote a sense of firmer establishment with each of us. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
13 January 2004 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 26:55-56 (JND) [55] In that hour Jesus said to the crowds, Are ye come out as against a robber with swords and sticks to take me? I sat daily [with you] teaching in the temple, and ye did not seize me. [56] But all this is come to pass that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Luke 24:49-50 (JND) [49] And behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; but do ye remain in the city till ye be clothed with power from on high. [50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and having lifted up his hands, he blessed them.

Acts 2:1-33 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. [4] And they were all filled with [the] Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave to them to speak forth. [5] Now there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, pious men, from every nation of those under heaven. [6] But the rumour of this having spread, the multitude came together and were confounded, because each one heard them speaking in his own dialect. [7] And all were amazed and wondered, saying, Behold, are not all these who are speaking Galilaeans? [8] and how do *we* hear [them] each in our own dialect in which we have been born, [9] Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and those who inhabit Mesopotamia, and Judaea, and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, [10] both Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya which adjoin Cyrene, and the Romans sojourning [here], both Jews and proselytes, [11] Cretans and Arabians, we hear them speaking in our own tongues the great things of God? [12] And they were all amazed and in perplexity, saying one to another, What would this mean? …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Matthew 26 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, [2] Ye know that after two days the passover takes place, and the Son of man is delivered up to be crucified. [3] Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together to the palace of the high priest who was called Caiaphas, …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Matthew 26 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, [2] Ye know that after two days the passover takes place, and the Son of man is delivered up to be crucified. [3] Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together to the palace of the high priest who was called Caiaphas, …

Luke 24:53 (JND) [53] and were continually in the temple praising and blessing God.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

1 Peter 3:15 (JND) [15] but sanctify [the] Lord the Christ in your hearts, and [be] always prepared to [give] an answer [to] every one that asks you to give an account of the hope that [is] in you, but with meekness and fear;

2 Peter 1:16 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty.



EXTRACTS

These are the most important things I know of in brethren who minister and who go about among the saints, and whom Paul would, if he were here, entrust with messages. So that it is not as it is now, that a brother can go about and say what he likes. Pardon me, but there is a good deal of this. We are saying too much without consulting scripture. The apostle would not have sent Timothy to Corinth to correct Corinth and to show in Corinth what his ways were elsewhere if he did not count on Timothy going by scripture and giving scripture for everything. And so he sent Timothy, “who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ”. It is not a question of Timothy’s ways but Paul’s ways; the one that Paul had entrusted with the truth. In fact, later we are told that Paul had committed the truth to Timothy to be entrusted to faithful men, able to instruct others also—such confidence he had in him. Although a young man, he could rely on him to hold to the truth when he ministered as Paul ministered, because he would minister just as Paul did in a way. He and Timotheus and Silvanus preached the Son of God. I might venture to say that if I were there and could have, perhaps, three nights there, I might find Paul preaching the first night, Timotheus the second night, and Silvanus the third night and they would all preach the Son of God. They would all have the same points to insist on. There would be no divergence, no disunion in the ministry. Indeed, we are enjoined in Philippians to say the same thing; not only saying the same thing but thinking the same thing. That is the point in ministry. And so Paul would have every confidence that if he sent Timothy to Corinth, whatever came up, whatever matter might come up for discussion in a meeting in Corinth, Timotheus would insist on the truth as taught by Paul. I can visualize the position, and I think it is right that we should visualize what Scripture presents to us so that we might realize the thing now and work it out now amongst each other. 

So he says, “who shall put you in mind of my ways as they are in Christ, according as I teach everywhere in every assembly”. Not simply his ways, Paul’s ways, but what he taught, what Paul taught everywhere in every church. That is, there is no divergence. His doctrines were always the same. I would say, of course, he would get new thoughts, but all would be in keeping with what he had before. It is quite right to have new thoughts. It is a characteristic of a Christian’s ministry that it is fresh, but not necessarily different from what has been done before. I am stressing this. We do not need to go in for novelties in order to make our addresses important. There is nothing in that at all; nothing to be relied on either. It is a question of the truth. The thing must be according to truth. Paul speaks expressly of persons who love the truth, and love of the truth is, I might say, as important as love of the brethren; I would say, of more importance—love of the truth. Well, Timothy could be trusted, as Paul would say, for this matter—Paul’s ways in the truth as they are in Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 58, pp.390, 391) 

JT  The first one is a Berean, Sopater. I need not remark on the Berean, he is a Pauline saint, he searched the Scriptures; he does not swallow things down because of the importance of the man who says them. However important the brother may be, we need, as the Bereans did, to search the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”, Acts 17: 11. 

Brothers and sisters who do that are most essential among us—otherwise we may absorb things and think they are right when they are not. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 96, p.447) 
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Scripture references

Acts 17:11 (JND) [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.
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