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GOING THE WHOLE WAY TOGETHER


Hebrews 6:1 (to “full growth”);  Numbers 32:1-5,16-19;  John 6:53,60-71;  2 Timothy 4:9-11,14-22;

Genesis 24:58, 61

I seek divine help to speak about going the whole way together.  We have read of that in Hebrews, “leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on to what belongs to full growth”.  I think these verses in Hebrews are very attractive.  There are twelve verses in Hebrews that speak about “let us”.  They are hortatory: there is an element of encouragement in them, also an element of exhortation and admonition.  The apostle Paul, who we understand wrote this letter, is very concerned that none of us should be left behind.  He says in chapter 4, “Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed of it” (v.1).  My concern is that we should all go the whole way together in order that we might all finish the race properly, and according to God.

I want to speak a little about some of the tests that we have to face, and the things that should mark us in our going on together.  As I said, these references to “let us” in Hebrews are very attractive.  You can receive help from every one of these verses; “let us go on to what belongs to full growth” is something which is very current.  We need these verses, we need this encouragement, but also we need the exhorting character and the admonishing character of the word.  It is not only encouragement that we need.  In the Acts of the Apostles when Barnabas came to Antioch and saw there the work of God in the saints, he rejoiced.  He was so encouraged to see the work of God, but then there was an additional thought: he “exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”, Acts 11:23.  You might ask, ‘Why was that needed so soon for such young believers?  It would have been enough to encourage them’.  That is not the case.  Even when we are young in the faith, we need both encouragement and exhortation.  Barnabas “rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”.  How important that is.  The comment of the Holy Spirit about him is that “he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith” (v.24).  The saints at Antioch needed exhortation and encouragement and we need these things as well – everyone here.  You can see the same in Acts 20 where Paul had called the elders of Ephesus to see him for the last time, and he spoke about what he had done among them.  He had not shrunk from announcing to them the whole counsel of God (v.27).  What a wonderful service Paul had ministered to the Ephesians and he said that “for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”, Acts 20:31.  You might say, ‘These men were spiritual, mature brethren.  Why then did they need admonishing?’, but Paul saw the dangers coming in.  So it is important that we have not only the encouraging side of the word but we have the exhorting and the admonishing side as well.  

We see at the end of the epistle to the Hebrews that Paul said that this letter, of which we understand he was the author, was a word of exhortation.  He said, “But I beseech you, brethren, bear the word of exhortation, for it is but in few words that I have written to you”, Heb.13:22.  The whole letter was a word of exhortation, but it was also a word of encouragement in many aspects.  Think about the boldness we can have to approach the throne of grace – what an encouraging word (Heb.4:16).  The Lord Himself is the Leader and Completer of faith (Heb.12:2), and we go on to the full assurance of hope (Heb.6:11), and there are many other things, but in general the epistle is a word of exhortation and we need it.  But then Paul added in the next verse, “Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty”, Heb.13:23.  That was a word of encouragement.  We get encouragement from hearing that someone has been set at liberty in serving God.  How we need these things together.

I suggest that in going the whole way together, to go on to what belongs to full growth, we need the word in all its different aspects, in its encouraging character but in its exposing character as well.  We need it.  To exhort and to admonish is different from a rebuke.  You must rebuke me when I am going astray, but you encourage me, admonish me, exhort me, in order that I shall remain in the path.  It is very important.  When Paul wrote his precious letter to the Ephesians, he brought them to a very high level by writing about very encouraging things in the first three chapters.  But then in chapter 4 verse 1, he says, “I, the prisoner in the Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling”.  It is not some automatic thing; we need to be exhorted so that we should walk properly.  We need it constantly.  Let every one of us accept this; let us go on to what belongs to full growth.

That brings me to the second scripture in Numbers.  It is a very well-known passage.  The people of God had come through the Red Sea and had been for about forty years in the wilderness.  They had had the experience of the brazen serpent, and the experience of the springing well (Num.21).  There had been the words of Balaam about how God viewed His people (Num.22-24), and they were on their way to that good land that Jehovah was going to give them.  But then two and a half tribes came to Moses and to Eleazar and the princes of the assembly.  What they were saying was really, ‘We do not want to have that land.  We want to have our own inheritance on “this side the Jordan”’.  It is almost as if they are beseeching Moses in verse 5 not to bring them over the Jordan.  I suppose no one here would say plainly, ‘We do not want to have our inheritance in glory where the Lord is.  We want to live in things here’.  Our brother spoke about the riches which can be a snare, and it can be so.  Their cattle were given to them by Jehovah but these people were then using them as a reason to stay on “this side the Jordan”.  What a poor thing.  The people of God were divided because most of them were going on into that land, but the two and a half tribes wanted to stay behind.  In principle, they were not going on to what belongs to full growth.  Full growth means that I live in the land, I live in the enjoyment of what the Lord has given.  It is so simple.  I was thinking recently that the Lord Jesus is in glory, He has passed out of this scene by His death and resurrection, and all that we have collectively is where He is.  Let us cling to it.  Our blessings are where the Lord is, our blessings are not on “this side the Jordan”.  How completely these two and a half tribes missed the thought that Jehovah had for them.  They wanted to have a place for their cattle, they wanted to live on “this side the Jordan”.  Is that what we want?  Do we want to live in our possessions which are given us by our God?  They are given to us and we can enjoy them, but I think that can only be so when we really enjoy what is our heavenly part (1 Tim.6:17-19).  We can enjoy what is given us here on this side of the Jordan according to God, according to His will.  We can thank Him freely for it, but let us see that we are marked by our real, our heavenly inheritance, so that we can say that we are strangers here.  Our “life is hid with the Christ in God” (Col.3:3), and we can enjoy that good land. 

In Deuteronomy 11, Moses looked back over the wilderness path.  As it says in that wonderful hymn of Mr J.N. Darby:

 ‘In the desert God will teach thee

    What the God that thou hast found …’ (Hymn 76) 

Moses reminded the people of Israel about the God that they had found in the wilderness. Then he looked in the other direction, to that very wonderful land which is flowing with milk and honey, which “the eyes of Jehovah thy God are constantly upon …”, Deut.11:12.  What a wonderful inheritance we have.  What is our inheritance?  I think it is mainly what we enjoy in our relations with divine Persons, what we have in relation with the Lord Himself, what we are with the Lord Himself before His God and Father, our enjoyment together of these relationships and with one another.  Psalm 133 speaks in type of our living together in the land, in that wonderful area of blessing.  Let us see that we do not come short of God’s purpose, because it is only as we are enjoying our real inheritance that God Himself has His portion.  God did not have His portion from these two and a half tribes.  A great part of the ministry of Paul has to do with the land.  If someone does not want to live in the land, what has Paul’s ministry to say to him?  If I am living in my possessions, in what I have here, what can I do with Paul’s ministry?  Think about the epistles to the Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians.  They all speak about that good land, about our relationships with divine Persons, about the fulness of blessing that lies abundantly in what the Lord has promised to give us. 

But it is not all negative with these two and half tribes, because they wanted to go over with the rest of the people of God to help them to conquer their inheritance.  It says, “We will build sheep-folds here for our cattle, and cities for our little ones; but we ourselves will go with diligence armed before the children of Israel”.  That is a good thing.  It represents believers who are perhaps not wanting to go over, who want to live on this side of the Jordan, and we give all the credit we can to such.  Let us see that we regard the work of God wherever it is.  They wanted to go over with diligence to help the people of God to live in their inheritance, but it reminds us that it was not the inheritance of these two and a half tribes.  For a considerable time, they helped to conquer the land, but they were always thinking about going back.  Their children, their wives, their cattle were on “this side the Jordan”.  Their heart was not in the land.  They were in the land but their heart was with their cattle, with their wives and children.  “For we will not inherit with them on yonder side the Jordan, and further, because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side the Jordan eastward”.

Let us seek, beloved brethren, to go on so that we enjoy our inheritance which is freely given to us by God.  Every believer is blessed with “every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ”, Eph.1:3.  Do we have the heart for it?  Do we want to go into it?  Is our desire to live there where the Lord Jesus is seen in all His distinctiveness?  The Lord is not living on “this side the Jordan”, He is there in the purpose of God, in the position which He has reached through death and resurrection, through glorification.  Let us see and have a view of the Lord as He is now.  I know it is exercising to see the Lord where He is now, but it is very worthwhile.  Let us not remain on “this side the Jordan”; let us not be marked by opposition to what is heavenly. 

That brings me to John 6.  I think it has been said that it is the most testing chapter of the whole Bible and I can see the point, because it tests us to the bottom of our hearts about what our lives are.  What way are we living?  Are we living for ourselves or are we living on account of the Lord?  It is wonderful that the Lord says in verse 57, “As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”.  He spoke of the way we should be living, beloved brethren.  Do we eat His flesh and do we drink His blood?  They are hard words even for real believers, I know, because it means I must completely be out of sight, and that is a lesson I do not think many of us have completely learnt.  Perhaps the most we can say is that we are in the process of learning these things.  “This word is hard; who can hear it?”; that is certainly true, but there is something much more than that.  Many were offended by the words of the Lord Jesus.  One of the tests we have to face is the Lord Himself and His words.  His words are gracious but His words are also truth.  In Luke 4, the people in Nazareth were wondering at the words of grace, those precious words, that came out of His mouth (v.22).  But then the Lord brought in the truth about the sovereignty of God, that Elias was sent to no one except to a widow outside of the borders of the land, and that no one was healed except Naaman the Syrian (vv.25-28).  The Jews became angry but it was the truth.

The truth is sometimes hard.  “This word is hard; who can hear it?”.  I suggest that we can hear it as we are born of God.  Most of Jesus’ disciples were going away.  It says, “From that time many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him”.  What a sad situation.  They had been going on together, following the Lord Jesus, but many of them were going away.  How sad.  Were they really disciples?  The Lord says in John 8, “If ye abide in my word, ye are truly my disciples” (v.31).  The Lord did not say, ‘Please stay with me’.  The Lord did not do that; He let them go away.  Why?  Well, when you are in the presence of the Lord and you cannot bear these things, you cannot really follow Him.  You can only follow Him if you have a pure heart for Him, a need and an appetite for Him; in principle to eat His flesh and to drink His blood, and to know that you live on account of Him.  There is no other way in which I can be sustained in life.  There is no other way that I can be in His presence.  And then the test comes to the disciples – the twelve; “Will ye also go away?”.  You might perhaps ask, ‘Why did the Lord put this question only to them?’.  He put it to those who were able to answer this question, but not to the others.  I think this was to bring out what was really in them, to bring out the work of God and the experience they had with the Lord Jesus.  Simon Peter answered “Lord, to whom shall we go?”.  That was wonderful.  Is there anyone else who is comparable with the Lord Jesus Himself and with His words, even if His words search me to the bottom of my heart?  We have proved Him.  Is there anywhere else we can go?  Is there any other person to whom we can go?  Is there anyone who can speak words as He Himself does, and can sustain us in life, sustain us in our inheritance given to us of God?  “Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal”; these abiding words, these living words of Himself, these precious words.  I want to stay in His presence.  Even if I am tested by these words, I want to accept them, to judge myself and to go on as eating His flesh and drinking His blood.  

What a wonderful answer Simon Peter gave; “we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”.  What a precious thing it was that Peter and the others came to.  They had believed and they had also known.  Belief is something which we first receive from the Lord Himself, and then He becomes attractive.  We believe initially; it says in John 2 that His disciples believed on him (v.11) after what happened in Cana.  But then in chapter 16, the Lord says to them, “Do ye now believe?” (v.31).  They were already believers in chapter 2 but the whole process through these chapters of John’s gospel was the process of learning.  “Do ye now believe?”; the Lord in chapter 17 gives them full credit for that as He speaks to the Father when He says that they “have believed …” (v.8).  It is wonderful to come to: “we have believed and known …”.  They had seen the Lord Jesus praying.  They had seen amidst themselves the “holy one of God”.  This is something which we can know when we are in the assembly, because the Lord Jesus is the One who is in charge of the service of God.  He is in charge of what is according to God and we can be with Him and enjoy and know Him in what He is doing.  It is very important to have some experience of what the Lord is doing in the assembly and what He wants us to be.  “We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.”  What a precious Name, what a precious title of our Lord Jesus and how precious to know Him in this way.

In 2 Timothy, where we see Paul at the end of his career, we have another test.  How can we walk in days of general decline and departure and uphold the truth of the assembly according to Paul’s ministry?  He is in Rome and he is in prison.  Many things had happened since Paul was called by the Lord, “I am Jesus the Nazaræan, whom thou persecutest”, Acts 22:8.  We referred to it in our reading; Paul said, “What shall I do, Lord?”.  You see here that Paul had combated the good combat, had finished the race, he had kept the faith.  But what happened?  After Paul had so diligently worked, with the pressure of the assemblies on him daily, what happened?  He said in the first chapter of this epistle that all in Asia had left him (2 Tim.1:15).  It must have been heart breaking for him, that after all the precious work that had gone on, they left Paul.  They left him in his service but they left also his teaching about that heavenly land, about the Lord Jesus where He is, and His assembly.  That character of his ministry was too hard for them to bear.  You can understand it.  So he says to Timothy to use diligence to come to him quickly.  There was a need of others.  How important that is in the day in which we are.  I see more and more that in the day in which we are, our pathway shall on the one hand be more and more individual, especially in our responsibilities, in our work and at school, but then on the other, the longing to have each other’s company, to be together.  I always like that reference in Acts 4, that when John and Peter were released from prison, they went to their own company (v.23); a precious thought.  It says in Acts 13 that Paul had his company (v.13), and I think that Paul still has his company.  There were those in his company, but there were many who had left him, even Demas who was a fellow worker of Paul.  It must have been heartbreaking for Paul that someone who was his fellow worker had left him.

The days in which we are, beloved brethren, are days of broken heartedness.  I really cannot see that we can be properly in the testimony without having a broken heart, as those who know what is going on in Christendom in general, and also what happens among the saints with whom we are walking.  How Paul must have felt it that someone had left him.  “Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age”.  Most of us know persons who were shining brightly and they have turned back, have given up.  What a testing thing!  What else can we be but broken hearted about these things?  I certainly believe that Paul was weeping when he was writing this.  Let us be in such a state; we cannot be properly in the testimony without broken heartedness.  Let us feel things according to God.  How the Lord must feel departure; let us be with Him about His assembly.  The Lord is walking in the midst of the seven golden lamps in Revelation 2 and 3; that is not only historical, it is something that is going on.  Let us see what He has to say, let us see that we are with Him in what He is doing.  

“Use diligence to come to me quickly”; Paul longed for company.  I think as the days are going on, we more and more should long for the company of the brethren.  How precious it is.  I want to ask the question of everyone here: have you proved, dear young one, the preciousness of being among the saints?  Ruth proved that about the area into which she came at Bethlehem, the field of Boaz.  It was for her an area of protection, of salvation, of life, of liberty.  And above all, for us it is an area where the Lord Jesus is magnified.  “Demas has forsaken me”; he had gone to Thessalonica, and then other fellow workers with Paul had gone to other places.  Paul was, so to say, trying to go on in a normal way as he was used to do, and his fellow workers had gone out, for service I suppose, Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.  He writes, “Luke alone is with me”; only Luke was left as a fellow worker who was with Paul.  What a dear man Luke was, the beloved physician (Col.4:14).  You think about the “we” passages in the Acts of the Apostles when Luke was part of Paul’s company.  He was an eye witness of the labours of the apostle Paul, he had seen how Paul conducted himself, how Paul spoke in the preaching, how Paul dealt with the saints.  Luke was an eye witness and therefore he was able to write his wonderful gospel.  Luke stressed very much the side of the grace of God appearing to all men.  But recently I was also struck with the fact that in certain instances, Luke can be very stern when the grace is rejected, when the words of the Lord Jesus are rejected.  So we see that “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17) and they go together.  

Paul wrote to Timothy, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself”.  The days in which we find ourselves are days of departure, but they are also days of recovery.  “Take Mark …”; you remember how Mark had left Paul in Acts 13.  The way was too hard for him to follow Paul and his company, and he had left the way in the pristine days of the assembly.  But now he was back again, he was recovered.  He was perhaps afraid to come to see Paul.  Paul encouraged Timothy to bring Mark to him because “he is serviceable to me for ministry”.  Even in the days in which we are, let us be always on the lookout for recovery.  Let us always see that the Lord is able to do things, as here with Mark.  I said that we can only be properly in the testimony with broken hearts, but the Lord not only allows grief, the Lord also gives us encouragement, and that is what you see here.  Demas had forsaken Paul, but Mark is available again.  What a very encouraging thing.  “Take Mark …, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, and that in days which were much more difficult than in the pristine days of the assembly.  Let us be always on the outlook in our localities, and among the saints universally, that persons might be recovered.  May we be able to help those persons, not by allowing lower standards; but holding the truth, and seeing that persons may be recovered to it.

We see that there is also opposition – Alexander was one who did many evil things against Paul, and the apostle says that he had “greatly withstood our words”.  There was opposition against the truth that Paul was bringing out, and I have no doubt that the same opposition, perhaps even in a greater way, is still here.  Let us hold firmly to the truth, even if there is opposition, but in a spirit of grace, in a meek spirit (2 Tim 2:25), so that anyone who is opposed to the truth cannot bring any charge against us, but that we may be without reproach.  That is very important.  Paul wrote that no man was with him at his first defence, but: “May it not be imputed to them”.  You see something again of the spirit of Paul.  He was very firm in what he had stated in this epistle.  It is on the basis of this epistle that we can be here together.  In chapter 2, we have the way out of all the confusion, and let us hold firmly to that.  Paul took a specific matter which happened in the case of Hymenæus and Philetus, “men who as to the truth have gone astray” (2 Tim.2:18), and then he gives it a general application; “the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, The Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity” (v.19).  That brings it to every believer; indeed, this is the basis on which we can go on together.  There is no other ground.  Let us not take any other ground because there is no ground other than that which Paul is pointing out.  Let us thank the Lord that He has made this provision and let us hold to it.  

Then Paul writes, “May it not be imputed to them”; you also see something of the spirit of forbearance in Paul even towards the believers who were near him but who were not able to stand with him in the presence of Cæsar.  “May it not be imputed to them”; we have many things which we must bear amongst the saints and it is important to do that and be marked by that same spirit as Paul.  On the one hand very firm, on the other hand forbearing.  Continue in patience and go on.  

“But the Lord stood with me”.  Wonderful, is it not?  He never fails His own.  Paul says in chapter 3 that he had had many persecutions and “the Lord delivered me out of all” (v.11).  He had the experience that the Lord was able for everything.  It is wonderful that the Lord is able for every situation in our personal lives, in our localities, in the testimony universally, and amongst all the people of God.  Let us seek to be in a state so that the Lord can stand with us.  “But the Lord stood with me, and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made”.  Even in these days of departure, as experiencing His power, Paul was at the full height of what he himself was preaching.  How important that the proclamation might be fully made.  Let us indeed go on with all that Paul has conveyed; “and all those of the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion’s mouth”.  The devil himself was against Paul, against the truth of the assembly, and it is still the case today.  The devil does not want to allow any expression of the preciousness of the assembly.  He wants to wipe it out completely; let us be aware of that.  “The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve me for his heavenly kingdom”.  What faith Paul had, what confidence!  Do we have that confidence that the Lord shall deliver us from every wicked work?  And what are these wicked works?  They are the works of the wicked one and they are against the assembly.  The Lord Himself said that the gates of hades shall not prevail against his assembly (Matt.16:18).  Let us hold to that.  Let us have the confidence of Paul.  “The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve me for his heavenly kingdom; to whom be glory for the ages of ages.  Amen”.  What a way Paul was able to speak here, what a conqueror he was.  He was not discouraged at all in his own soul or in his outlook.  Let us have the same boldness, let us have the same outlook and let us also be able to give the same doxology to the Lord Himself, “to whom be glory for the ages of ages”.

Then Paul salutes several persons.  Prisca and Aquila were a very faithful couple.  They had been there in the pristine days of the assembly and remained with Paul for a long time.  They were not in Rome but were in their own locality and they were working out the truth of Paul’s ministry in faithfulness.  How important to go on in faithfulness like this couple.  They had staked their neck for Paul’s life (Rom.16:4).  They, and also others, were very precious to him.  Paul mentions certain names of brethren who saluted Timothy – Eubulus and Pudens, Linus and Claudia – and then he makes the remarkable statement “and the brethren all”.  You might think that it seems as though there were only a few with Paul but he is now speaking about “the brethren all”.  How wonderful, how precious.  It seems to me that in “the brethren all” you see something of God’s own resources in the day in which we are.  Some of us perhaps sometimes have sleepless nights, especially when you are in a small locality and do not have the resource to go to a nearby meeting, as the nearest meeting is perhaps hundreds of miles away.  But let us have courage, for the Lord would say, “and the brethren all”.  There are several localities where there is only one sister or two left and they are not able to meet.  But let us cling to what the assembly is and to go on with the Lord’s rights and “the brethren all”.  And then Paul says, “The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit”.  I think that is very important in these difficult days in which we are.  It is important to recognise that we are indeed in difficult days.  The way we are on is a difficult way but it is the only way, and it is such a blessed way.  We have seen in our reading something of it in type in the book of Ruth.  Let us not shrink from it; let us accept it in the Lord’s ways and go on.  Let us see that “the brethren all” are God’s resources in these days. 

At the end of Genesis 24, we see that there is another test.  Laban and Bethuel and perhaps others of the family of Rebecca said, “Wilt thou go with this man?”.  In verse 55 her brother and her mother had already said, “Let the maiden abide with us some days, or say ten”.  I think that was natural thinking; they were thinking about how they felt about things, and they thought that Rebecca had the same mind as they had.  They wanted her to stay with them.  “Wilt thou go with this man?  And she said, I will go”.  She said in effect ‘I am prepared to go the whole way, I want to go the whole way’.  She had seen the servant; she had seen the way in which he had behaved himself.  She had seen the bracelets and all the precious things that the servant gave to her.  She had heard about the business of the servant, how he spoke about a bride for Isaac and how he spoke about the precious things which Isaac had.  Now the question came, “Wilt thou go with this man?”.  Will you go under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, go and meet Isaac; in type, will you go to meet the Lord Jesus?  She says, “I will go”.  She said in principle, ‘I know I am already kindred to Isaac, but I want to be united to him as well, and for this I know I must go the whole way to meet him where he is’.  How precious, how pure, how simple in one sense.  How her heart was attracted to Isaac and to being in nearness to him, to become his wife.  What beauty is being given by the Holy Spirit to the assembly, how much His work is going on today.  “Wilt thou go with this man?”  There should be something of that character of Rebecca seen among us.  Is it in our hearts?  

I will end with verse 61.  “And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man”.  Rebecca rose above her circumstances.  Her brother and mother and all that were there – she left them and their way of thinking.  She arose.  It is a dignified thing, I think.  She was able to leave these things and she arose and followed the man.  In type, she followed the leading of the blessed Spirit of God in the direction of the heavenly Man.  And then we have these wonderful words, “And the servant took Rebecca, and went away.”  That is very marvellous.  She is now completely in the hands of the servant and I want to make this application:  If the assembly is so completely under the influence of the Holy Spirit, all is secure.  The servant took Rebecca and went away.  It is wonderful; Isaac had his bride.  It says in the last verse of this chapter, “And Isaac was comforted after the death of his mother” because of Rebecca.  The Lord is comforted that He has His assembly now and I have been encouraged many times by these words, that the Lord has His assembly and has the enjoyment of the assembly now.  But the application I want to make is that we are also on our way to Him under the hand of the Holy Spirit in order that the Spirit and the bride say “Come”, Rev.22:17.  May something of that character be seen amongst us now.

May we be marked by these precious things and may we be helped to accept the tests in our going the whole way together.  May the Lord bless the word.

Address at Witney

19 November 2016

D. Dekker

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 6:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God,

Numbers 32:1-19 (JND) [1] And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had much cattle, a very great multitude; and they saw the land of Jaazer, and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for cattle. [2] And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the princes of the assembly, saying, [3] Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jaazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elaleh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, [4] the country that Jehovah smote before the assembly of Israel, is a land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle; [5] and they said, If we have found favour in thine eyes, let this land be given to thy servants for a possession: bring us not over the Jordan. [6] And Moses said to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war, and shall *ye* abide here? [7] And why do ye discourage the children of Israel from going over into the land that Jehovah has given them? [8] Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land: [9] they went up to the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, and discouraged the children of Israel, that they should not go into the land that Jehovah had given them. [10] And Jehovah's anger was kindled the same time, and he swore, saying, [11] If the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land that I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob! for they have not wholly followed me; [12] save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun; for they have wholly followed Jehovah. …

John 6:53-71 (JND) [53] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Unless ye shall have eaten the flesh of the Son of man, and drunk his blood, ye have no life in yourselves. [54] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has life eternal, and I will raise him up at the last day: [55] for my flesh is truly food and my blood is truly drink. [56] He that eats my flesh and drinks my blood dwells in me and I in him. [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me. [58] This is the bread which has come down out of heaven. Not as the fathers ate and died: he that eats this bread shall live for ever. [59] These things he said in [the] synagogue, teaching in Capernaum. [60] Many therefore of his disciples having heard [it] said, This word is hard; who can hear it? [61] But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmur concerning this, said to them, Does this offend you? [62] If then ye see the Son of man ascending up where he was before? [63] It is the Spirit which quickens, the flesh profits nothing: the words which I have spoken unto you are spirit and are life. [64] But there are some of you who do not believe. For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who would deliver him up. …

2 Timothy 4:9-22 (JND) [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments. [14] Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works. [15] Against whom be *thou* also on thy guard, for he has greatly withstood our words. [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth. [18] The Lord shall deliver me from every wicked work, and shall preserve [me] for his heavenly kingdom; to whom [be] glory for the ages of ages. Amen. [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus. [20] Erastus remained in Corinth, but Trophimus I left behind in Miletus sick. …

Genesis 24:58-61 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies! [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away.

Acts 11:23 (JND) [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord;

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:31 (JND) [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears.

Hebrews 13:22 (JND) [22] But I beseech you, brethren, bear the word of exhortation, for it is but in few words that I have written to you.

Hebrews 4:16 (JND) [16] Let us approach therefore with boldness to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy, and find grace for seasonable help.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Hebrews 6:11 (JND) [11] But we desire earnestly that each one of you shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end;

Hebrews 13:23 (JND) [23] Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty; with whom, if he should come soon, I will see you.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 22 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel journeyed, and encamped in the plains of Moab on the other side of the Jordan from Jericho. [2] And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites. [3] And Moab was much afraid of the people, because they were many; and Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel. …

Numbers 24 (JND) [1] And Balaam saw that it was good in the sight of Jehovah to bless Israel, and he went not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness. [2] And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel dwelling [in tents] according to his tribes; and the Spirit of God came upon him. [3] And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor saith, and the man of opened eye saith, …

1 Timothy 6:17-19 (JND) [17] Enjoin on those rich in the present age not to be high-minded, nor to trust on the uncertainty of riches; but in the God who affords us all things richly for [our] enjoyment; [18] to do good, to be rich in good works, to be liberal in distributing, disposed to communicate [of their substance], [19] laying by for themselves a good foundation for the future, that they may lay hold of [what is] really life.

Colossians 3:3 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God.

Deuteronomy 11 (JND) [1] Thou shalt love then Jehovah thy God, and keep his charge, and his statutes, and his ordinances, and his commandments continually. [2] And know ye this day ; for [I speak] not with your children who have not known, and who have not seen the chastisement of Jehovah your God, his greatness, his powerful hand, and his stretched-out arm, [3] and his signs and his acts which he did in the midst of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, and unto all his land; …

Deuteronomy 11:12 (JND) [12] a land which Jehovah thy God careth for; the eyes of Jehovah thy God are constantly upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end of the year.

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

John 2 (JND) [1] And on the third day a marriage took place in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. [2] And Jesus also, and his disciples, were invited to the marriage. [3] And wine being deficient, the mother of Jesus says to him, They have no wine. …

Acts 22:8 (JND) [8] And *I* answered, Who art thou, Lord? And he said to me, *I* am Jesus the Nazaraean, whom *thou* persecutest.

2 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me.

Acts 4 (JND) [1] And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, [2] being distressed on account of their teaching the people and preaching by Jesus the resurrection from among [the] dead; [3] and they laid hands on them, and put them in ward till the morrow; for it was already evening. …

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

Colossians 4:14 (JND) [14] Luke, the beloved physician, salutes you, and Demas.

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

2 Timothy 2:25 (JND) [25] in meekness setting right those who oppose, if God perhaps may sometime give them repentance to acknowledgment of [the] truth,

2 Timothy 2:18 (JND) [18] [men] who as to the truth have gone astray, saying that the resurrection has taken place already; and overthrow the faith of some.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Romans 16:4 (JND) [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



MATERNAL TRAVAIL


Genesis 3:14-16 (to “desire”), 20,21;  1 Chronicles 4:9,10;

Galatians 4:19,20 (to “now”), 25,26

One was pondering a little today the thought of the mother, and travail being associated with the mother.  It says of our Lord that “He shall see of the fruit of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied”, Isa.53:11.  It is very affecting to think of the soul of our Lord Jesus being in travail.  His soul came into irons, and it says that His soul became “very sorrowful even unto death”, Matt.26:38.  Indeed, His soul was made “an offering for sin”, Isa.53:10.  How very sobering and humbling to consider that precious soul of Jesus being in travail.  

But these scriptures refer to the maternal – that is the subjective – side.  It is of interest that the first reference to travail is in relation to Eve, who was initially called “Woman” (Gen.2:23); that is, as we know, a type of the assembly in sinless perfection.  There was no travail connected with the building of “Woman”; she was ‘Ishshah’, that is, the woman.  But then came the intrusion of sin, and what intensity of history is involved in that short period, maybe just a matter of days, if indeed it was that, between the building of the woman and the incoming of sin.  Then she is called Eve, “the mother of all living”; a very remarkable thing.  Adam was not deceived, as the scripture says, but Eve “having been deceived, was in transgression”, 1 Tim.2:14.  Eve was in transgression and bore the consequences, the effect of which was that travail was introduced.  Of course, for the serpent, the consequences were dire; “On thy belly shalt thou go, and eat dust all the days of thy life.  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed”.  The woman’s seed pre-eminently refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The serpent would crush the heel of the Lord Jesus but He would, in glorious triumph, crush the serpent’s head.  How unfathomable are the sufferings and death of Jesus.  The crushing of His heel by the serpent could not retard or prevent the totality of His victory over death.  He has annulled both death and “him, who has the might of death, that is the devil”, Heb.2.14.

So Eve is called “the mother of all living”.  She is that because of the death of Jesus and thus we are brought into the line of faith and life on account of His work.  Abel was on the faith line, but faith also entered into Adam’s soul, a very remarkable thing that God should so operate.  One often contemplates the terrible consequences if God had simply abandoned Adam and Eve on account of the transgression of Eve, and Adam’s sin as well, because “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death”, Rom.5:12.  Man was God’s ideal, but God, in one sense, had reason to abandon him as having fallen short of His standard.  He desired to commune with man in the garden, but then He had to ask, “Where art thou?”, Gen.3:9.  How awful the catastrophe had man and woman been cast out of Eden, with conscience operating but no remedy; manipulated by Satan and nothing to assuage their inner needs, the darkness of their souls, and no recourse to God.  But what was the remedy?  God clothed them in coats of skin.  God abandoned His Son in these three awful hours at Calvary and Jesus died in order that the great faith line should be introduced and that you and I should be brought into the realm of blessing.  When Adam called Eve “the mother of all living”, it was as if to say that men and women were to be the objects of divine grace and divine mercy with access to God through the work of Jesus.  Thus, in the faith of his soul, Adam was able to call Eve “the mother of all living”, so that we now have the generations of life.  There is the generation of the devil, of course, as alluded to in verse 15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed”.  There is such a thing as the seed of the devil.  Scripture refers to “the children of the devil” (1 John 3:10), that is, the seed of the devil.

But then as among the family of the living, we are of a new generation; “to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”, John 1:12.  Adam saw in faith that a living generation would come out of Eve, a generation of living persons for God, begotten of sovereign mercy.  She begot Abel, and the faith line continued; but there was Cain, too, the firstborn, and Cain, I suppose, sad to say, becomes one of the children of the devil.  But Abel is on the faith line, one of the seed of the woman, a subject of the retrospective nature of the work of Christ, reaching right back to Abel’s generation. 

These things are very blessed, and, as on the life line, we come to Chronicles and the matter of travail continues here.  Jabez must have been a very remarkable person.  He was called Jabez by his mother, that is “Because I bore him with pain”.  What feelings must have entered into that woman’s soul as she gave birth to Jabez, as she bore the pain of the travail.  As we apply it to the history of the testimony, and indeed to our localities, we might think of what has gone into the production and building up of a generation that is for the heart of Christ, and for His interests, and the upholding all that is precious to His name.  I suppose Jabez must have enquired of his mother, ‘Why did you give me a name such as this?’  Not an ordinary name, a name meaning “causing pain”, not the kind of name a mother would usually give to a child.  Is it not to bring home to us the great cost at which the truth has come down to us and how it caused pain to so many?  Think of the fathers that have gone before.  Think of the martyrs right down through the dispensation, and the pain they suffered.  Many gave up their lives in defence of the truth.  It is right that we should enquire about and have a knowledge of the history of the testimony and the travail entailed.  We think of the fathers and indeed the mothers in this city and the pain it caused them when standing for what was right – is that to be surrendered or given up in any iota?  Let us ponder the pain to a sister perhaps, or to a brother, as in fidelity they stood for what was right and what was true to the Lord’s name.  

The influence of his mother clearly spread to Jabez himself, so he called on the God of Israel, as she no doubt had done before him.  There is no mention of his father; but the maternal line, that nurturing, building up line was flowing down into the very spiritual and moral constitution of Jabez.  He says, “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me”.  He called on the God of Israel.  What whole thoughts he had; the God of Israel, nothing partial.  We were speaking last week in the reading about all Israel being involved in the judgment of Achan (Josh.7:25,26).  It has been said that any element of unfaithfulness that comes among the people of God has to be judged by all His people1.  So one locality or another cannot exempt themselves from that process.  Jabez called upon the God of Israel.  He had a comprehensive outlook that embraced all the parameters of the truth and all that God had in mind for His people; and what a plea this is, “Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border”.  He had borders, and no doubt he was fruitful and productive in them, but the desire of his soul was that there would be something more for Christ and something more for God.  Jabez sought this enlargement, “enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me”.  How wonderful that the hand of God can be with us, with you and me: no doubt in our day a reference to the Holy Spirit and the leading of Christ.  He is the source of all.

Then Jabez says, “that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!”.  We find that in our own histories, that evil grieves us.  You look back at your own history and what you have done, and how it grieves you.  But his prayer was, “that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me!”; a wholesome outlook for each one of us.  But then there is a wonderful outcome to his prayer.  God brought about what he had requested.  It is very fine to think of that.  Think of the ever attentive ear of Christ.  What struck me in the prayer meeting last night was the Father’s diligent attention to the prayers of His own and the Lord Jesus, at the golden altar giving efficacy to the prayers of all saints (Rev.8:3).  God brought about what Jabez had requested.  God is attentive to every detail of what we seek rightly at His hand.  So let us ever be reminded of what has been borne “with pain”.  May the sanctity, the glory and majesty of what has been bequeathed to us in the testimony freshly affect our souls and bring out further commitment on the part of us all to what the Lord desires, and what the Spirit desires, in this present day.  

It just occurs to me as I speak, that Deborah arose a mother in Israel (Judg.5:7).  That is a very affecting passage.  It says, “In the days of Shamgar … The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths”, Judg.5:6. How sorrowful to contemplate the neglect of the highways, the neglect of great divine principles.  The roads were unused, persons went by crooked paths.  The psalm says, “Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, – they, in whose heart are the highways” (Ps.84:5), the highways of divine pleasure, the highways of divine principles, which have come down to us at great pain and through conflict.  May these highways be in each of our hearts and in our affections.  It is easy for impediments to be placed on the highway, a little stone maybe, but what damage it can create, diverting those who are on the highway, causing them to swerve and to go on to crooked paths that lead to disaster.  Isaiah says, “And a highway shall be there and a way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness”, Isa.35:8.  Proverbs speaks about “The highway of the upright is to depart from evil”, Prov.16:17. We need to be thus preserved in our day, in which we are called to depart from evil so that we walk on the highway which leads to God.  May we be found increasingly in it.

In Galatians, we have a very affecting picture.  Here the apostle Paul speaks in this maternal way, saying, “my children”.  What affection he had for these Galatians; “of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you”. ‘Again’; perhaps the first time he had travailed in birth would have been in relation to their conversion, and how it would have given him pleasure as he found them turning to the things of Christ, and of God.  But the devil got in, and Paul says, “who has bewitched you …?”, Gal.3:1.  ‘What has got into your hearts and minds and souls to lead you astray?’.  Of course, the great error in Galatia was in relation to legality, a pernicious thing, but notwithstanding, Paul again travails in birth that Christ might be formed in them, that there might be a reproduction of Christ in true formation in these Galatian saints.  Paul travails in birth, not just travailing but travailing in birth, that is, that something should emerge in life and in vitality for the heart of Christ and for the heart of God.  Therefore it is the divine intent that in all our local assemblies, and indeed in each one of us, there should be the development of a moral fibre, a moral formation, a constitution which is pleasurable to God.  

Paul then goes on to say, “For Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which is now, for she is in bondage with her children; but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother”.  Jerusalem above is the assembly and all that pertains to it.  The assembly, as we know, is a heavenly vessel.  Mr Darby’s description is very precious: ‘a lowly heavenly body … has no portion on earth at all, as it was at the beginning – suffering as its Head did, unknown and yet well known – an unearthly witness of heavenly things on earth’ 2.  That is Jerusalem above, which is our mother.  May we draw from that great maternal source, Jerusalem.  The psalm says, “All my springs are in thee”, Ps.87:7.  “As well the singers as the dancers shall say, All my springs are in thee”; that is, in the assembly, the heavenly Jerusalem.  Not in Christ exactly, although of course we derive everything from Him, but “All my springs are in thee”, that is, in Jerusalem, the assembly.  May our hearts be developed in these things, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

Genesis 3:14-16 (JND) [14] And Jehovah Elohim said to the serpent, Because thou hast done this, be thou cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field. On thy belly shalt thou go, and eat dust all the days of thy life. [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel. [16] To the woman he said, I will greatly increase thy travail and thy pregnancy; with pain thou shalt bear children; and to thy husband shall be thy desire, and he shall rule over thee.

1 Chronicles 4:9-10 (JND) [9] And Jabez was more honoured than his brethren; and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bore him with pain. [10] And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, Oh that thou wouldest richly bless me, and enlarge my border, and that thy hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God brought about what he had requested.

Galatians 4:19-20 (JND) [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you: [20] and I should wish to be present with you now, and change my voice, for I am perplexed as to you.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

Matthew 26:38 (JND) [38] Then he says to them, My soul is very sorrowful even unto death; remain here and watch with me.

Isaiah 53:10 (JND) [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand.

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

1 Timothy 2:14 (JND) [14] and Adam was not deceived; but the woman, having been deceived, was in transgression.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Genesis 3:9 (JND) [9] And Jehovah Elohim called to Man, and said to him, Where art thou?

1 John 3:10 (JND) [10] In this are manifest the children of God and the children of the devil. Whoever does not practise righteousness is not of God, and he who does not love his brother.

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

Joshua 7:25-26 (JND) [25] And Joshua said, How hast thou troubled us! Jehovah will trouble thee this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire, and stoned them with stones. [26] And they raised over him a great heap of stones, [which is there] to this day. And Jehovah turned from the fierceness of his anger. Therefore the name of that place was called, The Valley of Achor, to this day.

Revelation 8:3 (JND) [3] And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, that he might give [efficacy] to the prayers of all saints at the golden altar which [was] before the throne.

Judges 5:7 (JND) [7] The villages ceased in Israel, Ceased until that I Deborah arose, That I arose a mother in Israel.

Judges 5:6 (JND) [6] In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths.

Psalms 84:5 (JND) [5] Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee, they, in whose heart are the highways.

Isaiah 35:8 (JND) [8] And a highway shall be there and a way, and it shall be called, The way of holiness: the unclean shall not pass through it; but it shall be for these. Those that go [this] way even fools, shall not err [therein].

Proverbs 16:17 (JND) [17] The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: he that taketh heed to his way keepeth his soul.

Galatians 3:1 (JND) [1] O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you; to whom, as before your very eyes, Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified [among you]?

Psalms 87:7 (JND) [7] As well the singers as the dancers [shall say], All my springs are in thee.



Notes


	[←1]
	 C.A. Coates Vol.6 pp.42,46
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