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“HE WHO RESTRAINS”

D. L. Stewart 

1 Chronicles 12: 23, 28; 2 Samuel 15: 25; 1 Kings 1: 1–4, 11, 15, 16, 28, 32, 38–40; 2 Timothy 1: 13–18; 4: 10–12; 2 Thessalonians 2: 1–7 

Each of these passages, whether in the types or the epistles, relates to the apostasy. The word is used in Thessalonians and it means a departure from acknowledged truth which, of course, leads on to rebellion and, in its progress of evil, to the day of which we have read. It is not in mind to say much about the apostasy. The Lord Jesus is going to settle that matter without any question in view of the kingdom. He will consume the lawless one with the breath of His mouth (see 2 Thessalonians 2: 8). In the meantime God allows the enemy certain scope, and has done so from the outset. God could have altered things in Genesis 3, but He chooses to allow the enemy some scope, although He brings in restraint, and that is what I would like to dwell upon. 

It speaks first of all in 2 Thessalonians of “that which restrains”, which relates to ordered government provided by God on the earth and set up in Noah. Then it speaks of “he who restrains”, which relates to the presence of the Spirit of God in this scene. The Spirit is in the assembly and when the assembly goes, the Spirit goes. The scene here will then be left to the awful confusion of the enemy’s power. The Spirit is in the assembly and in persons who form the assembly. He is here indwelling persons and it is that particularly to which I would like to refer. Restraint is effected in persons. 

In these passages we have read we get what is at stake in this great matter, first of all the ark and its habitation. One of the great subjects of Scripture is the place that Christ has as the centre of a great order of things which is for the divine pleasure. David says, “Carry back the ark of God … he will … shew me it, and its habitation”. That refers, to the initial work of God in a young man’s soul when he came to it that he would seek a place for the ark, 

“habitations for the Mighty One of Jacob”, Psalm 132: S. Habitations would be suitable conditions and the service of God would be involved in it. That is one of the great things which are at stake in what we are speaking of; the other is Christ’s supreme place amongst His own as seen in Solomon. The enemy would do everything possible to divert the saints from Christ having His true place. “All the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes ... so that the earth rent with the sound of them”. This was the result of restraint, something achieved so that Christ, seen here in Solomon, could enjoy the place amongst the saints that was truly His. Then, lastly, in Timothy what is at stake is Paul’s ministry, the extensive heavenly order of things to which the saints have been brought back in this present time. God has seen to it that what is Pauline has been maintained. It has not been lost. The enemy has not succeeded. 

So I want to speak about persons. As I said, the Spirit of God works through persons. In these passages we have read a great many are mentioned and it is a question of selection as to what might be said about them. We have Zadok to begin with. Last night we had a word to the elders but tonight I would address the young people. Quite a few of those we have read about are young persons who have quite a distinctive place in this great restraining service of the Spirit of God. In 1 Chronicles 12 

Zadok is spoken of as “a valiant young man”. He appears in quite an extraordinary setting. It speaks in verse 23 of “the number of the men equipped for military service”. You would not expect to find a priest there. They had come to transfer the kingdom of Saul to David. The great operation that is in view in this chapter is that the kingdom should be Christ’s. This valiant young man, Zadok, is a priest, a militant priest, one who has part in hindering the enemy’s activities, leaving the Spirit of God scope to transfer to Christ everything that belongs to Him in the circle of the saints. 

Zadok appears in both the Old Testament scriptures which speak of the apostasy in type, and later we find that his sons go through into the world to come. It must indicate the outstanding quality of God’s work in this young man. Young men do not need to wait until they are fifty before they begin to stand for the rights of Christ. We all have to work things out in our own souls, in our histories, and in our own households. Christ is to have the kingdom, the rights are His. This chapter speaks of thousands of persons in this great operation but when we come to Zadok it says that there are twenty-two of his father’s house with him. It might suggest that there is a lack of younger men who would take things up for Christ, and especially in their own localities. 

If you look back in the history of the testimony it seems that if a man is going to be used of God, generally speaking he begins young. Mr. James Taylor began young and committed himself to maintaining the rights of Christ in his own locality. The Lord comes in as we commit ourselves. Zadok was a committed young man, a valiant young man, who might have had to stand up to difficulties, but he had the kind of valour that 

would stand for Christ, no matter how few might be with him. It is Zadok to whom David, in 2 Samuel 15, says, “Carry back the ark of God into the city ... he will ... shew me it, and its habitation”. This kind of exercise may involve risk, and most of us do not like facing risk. We like to shield ourselves. Paul says of Aquila and Priscilla that for his sake they risked their own neck (see Romans 16: 4 and note). In the history of the testimony things have been maintained by persons who have been prepared to risk what might be for their aggrandisement here in view of Christ’s rights being secured. 

In 1 Kings 1 we have Abishag. She was perhaps not so famous as others we read of, but she was an absolute necessity to this great operation. This is something that should interest the young sisters. She did not have part in the council of war but what she does is to minister to the king. Who would not want to minister to the King? Things were proceeding, although perhaps rather coldly, yet there was a heart prepared to minister to the king. How do we do that? He Himself says, “Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me”, Matthew 25: 40. That is the voice of the King. Things in the world to come are going to be regulated on that basis. Nations are going to be judged by it, but today there is the opportunity for us to have part in this. The council of war is proceeding and it says that Abishag was there, “Abishag ministered to the king”. Her very presence meant something. Things may be small and weak and difficult but by your very presence at the meetings you can do something. Abishag brings in warmth. The presence of young people at a meeting, and their interest in things, is a tremendous encouragement to the saints. Others have to take on responsibility but the very presence of this young person meant something as she 

ministered to the king. 

Bathsheba was there and she is a very important personality in this connection. She represents the great feature of motherhood amongst the saints. Solomon, at one time anyway, greatly appreciated his mother. He speaks of being “tender and an only one in the sight of my mother”, Proverbs 4: 3. It seems to me that Proverbs 31 is attributed to his mother, “the prophecy that his mother taught him” (Proverbs 31: 1). If Solomon had listened to the wisdom of his mother he might have been preserved from the means the enemy used to deflect him. I might have hesitated to attribute the prophecy to Bathsheba, but Mr. Taylor said that king Lemuel is a symbolic name of Solomon, so from that point of view it is evident that Solomon’s mother is in mind. 

I would speak just for a moment to the young mothers here. If the enemy is to be frustrated, if there is to be another generation, the mother is very important. We do not know that there will be another generation. The Lord may come, we are expecting that, but I want to bring out this feature of the mother and how important she is in this matter of restraint, especially as to the very young. We know what Roman Catholicism is reputed to have said, ‘Give us a child until he is seven’. The mothers amongst us have a unique opportunity of training the child’s mind so that it will be unspoiled by what may come in after it reaches school age, or by the enemy’s devices to get into the hearts of young people. I think it has been said that in many cases the work of God in new birth may commence in very young children. The mother has a unique opportunity to counter the enemy’s tactics, on the one hand, and to bring in teaching on the other. The teaching of the mother is adaptable to the very youngest intelligence. 

Benaiah is another who has part in this great operation. He represents the overcomer. Paul speaks of the good soldier, “Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ”, 2 Timothy 2: 3. According to Numbers military service begins at twenty (see Numbers l: 3), not that that is to be taken literally. But young men are called into service as good soldiers “of Jesus Christ”. Benaiah was an overcomer. A person is not of much value unless he has experience of the Spirit of God empowering him to meet the thrust of the enemy. Benaiah smote two lions of Moab (see 2 Samuel 23: 20); that would be the flesh; he “smote a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day” (verse 20); that would be the devil. “Resist the devil”. 

James says (James 4: 7). It says further of Benaiah, “He also smote the Egyptian, an imposing man” (2 Samuel 20: 21). That speaks of the world. We need to be overcomers as to the world, not to let the imposing features of this world mar our Christianity, our committal to Christ. 

How easily some bit of worldly show can come into our lives. Naturally we love it, but Benaiah went down with a staff and smote the Egyptian who was armed with a spear. We all need a staff. David had one and Moses also. A staff speaks of the way in which we have learned God for ourselves in our own circumstances in secret. Benaiah comes out from his secret experiences with God and fills out his part in the restraint of the enemy’s activities. 

We come now to 2 Timothy where we find what has the character of turning away, in principle apostasy. It has percolated into the innermost circle of assembly life. It says that all in Asia had turned away from Paul, and it would seem that Ephesus was very much in the apostle’s mind. He speaks of it twice and in that connection he speaks of both Onesiphorus and Tychicus. Ephesus represented to Paul the very highest thought in his service. What results were achieved at Ephesus! The whole world was overcome there. The word of God went out from it. They brought their books of charms and burned them (see Acts 19: 19). Napkins were brought from Paul’s body and put upon the sick (Acts 19: 12). What achievement spiritually, assembly-wise, was represented in Ephesus, as we see in the epistle. 

Then we learn later of Ephesus having left its first love (see Revelation 2: 4). Think of the feelings of Christ in relation to Ephesus, and also Paul’s feelings. The Lord Himself could say likewise, “How shall I give thee over, Ephraim?” (Hosea 11: 8), His heart being torn in relation to what meant so much to His affections. That is Ephesus; but were there not overcomers there, as Revelation 2: 7 would anticipate? In spite of departure and breakdown, God’s best thoughts are never lost. They go through on the basis of overcoming in some. 

It says of Onesiphorus, “how much service he rendered in Ephesus”, and also that he was not ashamed of Paul’s chain. Things were changing. Even in Paul’s day things changed. We have been noticing in reading the Acts that the Spirit of God devotes the same number of chapters to Paul in chains as He devotes to Paul in the great activities of his service, indicating surely that it must represent something of the history of the testimony. How things have changed in our day! Think of the great achievements of the last century through Mr. Darby and others, the large numbers even in the days of Mr. J. Taylor. Where are they? “The Lord knows those that are his” (2 Timothy 2: 19), but things publicly are in chains. The enemy has succeeded in putting the things of the Lord under severe limitations. Here is a man who is not ashamed of Paul’s chain. Onesiphorus must have been gone at this time because Paul speaks twice of the “house of Onesiphorus” (see also 2 Timothy 4: 19), but he was one who had served locally in Ephesus. There have been men in our day who have served their localities well, served in introducing and maintaining, sometimes in the face of considerable opposition, the great heavenly line of things which Paul represents and which has come to us in an outstanding way through the great servants of the recovery. We can all probably think of men like Onesiphorus who have done such service in our localities. 

Onesiphorus was gone apparently, yet there is “the house of Onesiphorus”. It might apply to persons like ourselves who have come under local teaching and example from fathers whom we have known and appreciated and who have been the means of securing something which remains in our localities. These men, like Onesiphorus, have had part in this matter of restraint. Why should we not want all our localities to have something of the character of Ephesus? So there is the house of Onesiphorus and there is to be a continuation. That is what the Lord would say to us today. We come to these meetings and sit under ministry that is most affecting. Are we going to carry back to our localities something of the feature of Onesiphorus in service that would unite the saints in relation to the best that is available in the mind of God for us? 

In the next section we have “Demas has forsaken me”. It is affecting to see that the inner circle of Pauline service was intruded upon by the enemy’s efforts. Demas no doubt did not give up Christianity, but he gave up Paul. Mark comes in to the same section, blessedly, as a recovered person, recovered also to Paul. But it is Tychicus I want to speak about. He is not prominent but he is interesting. He is first mentioned at Troas as one of the seven named as being with Paul (see Acts 20: 4), and he goes right on to 2 Timothy days. He would go through the whole of Paul’s discourse (see Acts 20: 7) up to midnight. That would be a setting out by Paul surely embracing what is vital for the assembly. We are not told what he said in that discourse but Tychicus must have profited by it. We do not know what age Tychicus was, but I would appeal to the younger brethren to go the whole course with Paul, right through to daybreak (Acts 20: 11), the conversational side proceeding, as it does among the saints even to our day, and to be found at the end of the day among those who have gone the whole way with Paul. 

Paul had a very great appreciation of Tychicus. He speaks of him in Ephesians as “the beloved brother”, and also as “faithful minister” (see Ephesians 6: 21). The meaning of the word ‘minister’ there is one who stands waiting to serve. That is to say, he would take on whatever had to be done. It is not restricted in its meaning to what is diaconal but embraces the feature of a faithful word. Through Christ and by the Spirit the standard has been set in Paul’s ministry and is not to be lowered. Here is one who is prepared in his own measure to maintain the standard, a “faithful minister”. Paul also speaks of him both in Ephesians and Colossians as encouraging the hearts of the saints (see Ephesians 6: 22 and Colossians 4: 7, 8). What a privilege to have part in encouraging the hearts of the saints! There are plenty of sorrows, plenty of departures, plenty of broken families, but let us have part in something that will encourage the saints! The matter of apostasy is spoken of as both going out and finding a way in. The saints need encouragement. 

We should go home from these meetings encouraged. In Colossians Paul speaks of Tychicus as “Fellow-bondman” (Colossians 4: 7). The word there is the word for slave, the same idea as the Hebrew bondman. Fellow-bondman with Paul would be quite an exacting place to fill, under the same yoke, having the same Master, pulling the same way. That is a challenge to us. The bondman has no will of his own and no element of self enters into his service. The Lord says, “Take my yoke upon you”, Matthew 11: 29. The Lord is the Master and the bondmen are all under Him, working in unity. Paul says in Philippians 2: 2, according to Mr. Darby’s note, ‘If you want me to be fully happy, be at one among yourselves’. 

At the end of 2 Thessalonians 2 Paul says, “So then, brethren, stand firm, and hold fast the instructions” (2 Thessalonians 2: 15). That could include what we have received through the ministry of beloved Mr. Taylor. Then he speaks of “our God and Father, who has loved us, and given us eternal consolation and good hope by grace, encourage your hearts, and establish you in every good work and word”. May every one of us, young and old, be encouraged to go on in “the good conflict”. (see 1 Timothy 6: 12). As the poet W. Lawrence said, 

Go on! Go on! there’s all eternity to rest in, 

And far too few are on the ‘active service’ list! 

Address at Grangemouth
30 May 1987 

 


Scripture references

1 Chronicles 12:23-28 (JND) [23] And this is the number of the men equipped for military service, who came to David to Hebron, to transfer the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of Jehovah. [24] The children of Judah that bore shield and spear were six thousand eight hundred, equipped for military service. [25] Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for war, seven thousand one hundred. [26] Of the children of Levi four thousand six hundred. [27] And Jehoiada the prince of Aaron, and with him were three thousand seven hundred; [28] and Zadok, a valiant young man, and his father's house two and twenty chief men.

2 Samuel 15:25 (JND) [25] And the king said to Zadok, Carry back the ark of God into the city. If I shall find favour in the eyes of Jehovah, he will bring me again, and shew me it, and its habitation.

1 Kings 1:1-40 (JND) [1] And king David was old [and] advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he obtained no warmth. [2] And his servants said to him, Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get warm. [3] And they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. [4] And the damsel was very fair; and cherished the king, and ministered to him; but the king knew her not. [5] And Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king; and he provided himself chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him. [6] And his father had not grieved him at any time in saying, Why doest thou so? and he was also a very comely man; and [his mother] bore him after Absalom. [7] And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest; and they helped Adonijah and followed [him]. [8] But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men whom David had, were not with Adonijah. [9] And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fatted cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En-rogel, and invited all his brethren, the king's sons, and all the men of Judah, the king's servants; [10] but Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he did not invite. [11] And Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith is king, and David our lord does not know [it]? [12] And now, come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon. …

2 Timothy 1:13-18 (JND) [13] Have an outline of sound words, which [words] thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which [are] in Christ Jesus. [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted. [15] Thou knowest this, that all who [are] in Asia, of whom is Phygellus and Hermogenes, have turned away from me. [16] The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus, for he has often refreshed me, and has not been ashamed of my chain; [17] but being in Rome sought me out very diligently, and found [me] [18] the Lord grant to him to find mercy from [the] Lord in that day and how much service he rendered in Ephesus *thou* knowest best.

2 Timothy 4:10-12 (JND) [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-7 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, [2] that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as [if it were] by us, as that the day of the Lord is present. [3] Let not any one deceive you in any manner, because [it will not be] unless the apostasy have first come, and the man of sin have been revealed, the son of perdition; [4] who opposes and exalts himself on high against all called God, or object of veneration; so that he himself sits down in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. [5] Do ye not remember that, being yet with you, I said these things to you? [6] And now ye know that which restrains, that he should be revealed in his own time. [7] For the mystery of lawlessness already works; only [there is] he who restrains now until he be gone,

2 Thessalonians 2:8 (JND) [8] and then the lawless one shall be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus shall consume with the breath of his mouth, and shall annul by the appearing of his coming;

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

1 Chronicles 12 (JND) [1] Now these are they that came to David to Ziklag, while he kept still close because of Saul the son of Kish; and they were among the mighty men who helped him in the conflict; [2] armed with bows, using both the right hand and the left with stones and with arrows on the bow; [they were] of Saul's brethren of Benjamin: [3] the chief Ahiezer, and Joash, the sons of Shemaah the Gibeathite; and Jeziel, and Pelet, the sons of Azmaveth; and Berachah, and Jehu the Anathothite, …

2 Samuel 15 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared for himself chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. [2] And Absalom rose early, and stood beside the way of the gate; and it was so, that when any man who had a controversy had to come to the king for judgment, then Absalom called him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. [3] And Absalom said to him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man to hear thee [appointed] by the king. …

Romans 16:4 (JND) [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

1 Kings 1 (JND) [1] And king David was old [and] advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he obtained no warmth. [2] And his servants said to him, Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get warm. [3] And they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. …

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.

Proverbs 4:3 (JND) [3] For I was a son unto my father, tender and an only one in the sight of my mother.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Proverbs 31:1 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him:

2 Timothy 2:3 (JND) [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

2 Samuel 23:20 (JND) [20] And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, son of a valiant man, great in exploits, of Kabzeel: he it was that smote two lions of Moab; and he went down and smote a lion in the midst of a pit on a snowy day.

James 4:7 (JND) [7] Subject yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

2 Samuel 20:21 (JND) [21] The matter is not so; but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David: give up him only, and I will depart from the city. And the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall.

Acts 19:19 (JND) [19] And many of those that practised curious arts brought their books [of charms] and burnt them before all. And they reckoned up the prices of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

Acts 19:12 (JND) [12] so that even napkins or aprons were brought from his body [and put] upon the sick, and the diseases left them, and the wicked spirits went out.

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.

Hosea 11:8 (JND) [8] How shall I give thee over, Ephraim? [how] shall I deliver thee up, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? [how] shall I set thee as Zeboim? My heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.

Revelation 2:7 (JND) [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

2 Timothy 4:19 (JND) [19] Salute Prisca and Aquila, and the house of Onesiphorus.

Acts 20:4 (JND) [4] And there accompanied him as far as Asia, Sopater [son] of Pyrrhus, a Berean; and of Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus, and Gaius and Timotheus of Derbe, and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.

Acts 20:7 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight.

Acts 20:11 (JND) [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away.

Ephesians 6:21 (JND) [21] But in order that *ye* also may know what concerns me, how I am getting on, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in [the] Lord, shall make all things known to you;

Ephesians 6:22 (JND) [22] whom I have sent to you for this very thing, that ye may know of our affairs and that he may encourage your hearts.

Colossians 4:7-8 (JND) [7] Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in [the] Lord, will make known to you all that concerns me; [8] whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that he might know your state, and that he might encourage your hearts:

Colossians 4:7 (JND) [7] Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow-bondman in [the] Lord, will make known to you all that concerns me;

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Philippians 2:2 (JND) [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing;

2 Thessalonians 2 (JND) [1] Now we beg you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to him, [2] that ye be not soon shaken in mind, nor troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter, as [if it were] by us, as that the day of the Lord is present. [3] Let not any one deceive you in any manner, because [it will not be] unless the apostasy have first come, and the man of sin have been revealed, the son of perdition; …

2 Thessalonians 2:15 (JND) [15] So then, brethren, stand firm, and hold fast the instructions which ye have been taught, whether by word or by our letter.

1 Timothy 6:12 (JND) [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.



AN APPEAL TO YOUTH

A. C. Craig 

1 Timothy 4: 12–16 

There would hardly be anywhere, I suppose, dear brethren, in Scripture such a concentration of exhortation, of injunction, as you will find in these five verses. There are eight different injunctions; two of them negative, six of them positive. 

They bear on two things, progress and salvation. I want to speak mainly about progress—“that thy progress may be manifest to all”. I want to speak to the youth—“Let no one despise thy youth”—and to bring forward Timothy as an illustration, to whom Paul is clearly addressing these things. We are in a time when there is a great call upon the youth; a great call upon their time, and upon their exercises, their energy. 

So Paul here is appealing to Timothy, not only appealing, but there are certain injunctions that are worked out in view of his progress. You know, dear younger brethren, it would be the delight of the brethren, your local brethren, to see you making progress. It would be a great grief if you were halted or stunted, if your progress stopped or ceased; that would be a sorrow to the brethren. What a cheer to them it would be to see you progressing, and too that your progress may come out and be manifest to all, that is what the brethren are looking for. You could even get a degree; this epistle speaks about obtaining a degree; that your progress may become such that you get a degree, and “a good degree” it says (1 Timothy 3: 13). There are different kinds of degrees in Scripture; there are high degrees and low degrees, and then there are people of second degrees; but this epistle speaks about “a good degree”. Some here might remember Mr. Alex Newlands of Edinburgh, I heard him once say that Phoebe obtained two degrees. The first one was—now remember these things you younger people—SOTC, that was the first degree she took; the second one was SOM. The first one was, Servant of the Church; she was servant of the church—what a degree that is to have! The other was, SOM—Succourer of Many. You will find these things after her name in Romans 16. You have to read the King James version to find these degrees; but you can have a good degree, and that would greatly cheer the local brethren to see you making progress to that extent. 

So, “Let no one despise thy youth”. That is not that Timothy went around telling everybody that no one should despise him; it would come out in his behaviour, come out in his conduct; he would be such in good conduct that his youth would not be despised, but rather commended. You might think sometimes that your youth is a disadvantage, well, your youth can be such that you can adorn it. Paul says also, “but be a model of the believers”. Not a ‘model to them’, but ‘a model of them’; be a sample of them. That is very important. Think of what a choice thought it is, what a privilege. Suppose someone is needed, for instance, to set out what the believers were. It is a good question too, What are the believers? Suppose someone was needed to illustrate what the believers were. Could you be useful? Could you be used as such, as a sample of the believers? Who are the believers? Well, the believers are those who are here, who have a direct link with Christ; they are united to Him. That is the idea of a believer in John’s gospel; it is not just something assented to by our minds, but you have a vital link with Him. Believers are people here who are different from others, unbelievers for instance. Believers are those who have a direct link with God, with Christ, with heaven; they are heavenly people. Now could you be taken for a sample of the believers, as I said, in a situation where someone was needed to be a model of them? Could you be that? 

Timothy could be that, as I hope to show. That is what Paul is saying “be a model of the believers”. 

Then Paul runs over these things, “in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”. These five things are like the five senses; the whole man and his whole faculties are coming into expression. He is taken over completely, so to speak, by the truth. Ah, you younger people, we want you to listen to Paul’s injunctions about progress. That is what Paul is working up to, progress, “that thy progress may be manifest”. It is a very vital thing that we do not allow anything to interfere with it. For instance, you do not waste your time. 

There are two things, I suppose, for your progress to proceed and come to something real and substantial. These two things would be; that you do not waste your time, and that you work; in one word, you are not an idler. You have got to commit yourself. You go back over your history, one’s own history, and you see how little progress there has been, and do you know the reason for it? Because you have been an idler; you have wasted the time and not been prepared to work. Be like Timothy. For instance, the first mention of Timothy in Scripture is almost as if he was a model of the believers. He was only young, but it says he had a good testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium, Acts 16: 2. He had a good testimony of them; that is a wonderful thing. What do the brethren think about you? You will bear perhaps with me as I bring forward these injunctions. What do the brethren think about you? Are you a cheer to them? Can they speak well of you? Timothy had a good testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. Are we a sorrow to the brethren? are we a concern to them? are we a worry to them? Timothy had a good testimony of his local brethren, and Paul took him on; that is the first mention of Timothy in Scripture. Of course he was a youth then; it speaks about his youth here. One thing about Timothy is that you get a full profile of him, so to speak, in Scripture. 

You get his childhood mentioned. Paul says, “from a child thou hast known the sacred letters” (2 Timothy 3: 15), that is like the ABC up on the wall there, the ABC of the Hebrew alphabet. Think of Timothy’s mother and grandmother instructing him in the sacred letters. 

You know, dear young people, aim not to be an idler. Be prepared to work; that is, you work over the Scriptures and the ministry, and you pray over them. You are prepared to work and work hard, the older ones too. There is not one idle letter in Scripture, “thou hast known the sacred letters”. Are you prepared to go over the Scriptures, counting on the help of the Spirit? 

That would be my encouragement to every one of us here today, especially the younger brethren, that we work and we value the sacred letters. It says then, “which are able to make thee wise unto salvation”—progress and salvation. 

Psalm 119 is a long psalm. I remember I took upon me when I was young to read through the Psalms, and I read three psalms every day. When I came to Psalm 119 it happened to be I had to read it in the morning; it just meant that I had to get up early to read it. Unless we are prepared to work and commit ourselves there will be very little progress. It is an alphabetical psalm, the ABC’s are there in that psalm; there are twenty-two sections to it, eight verses in each section, and each section has the heading of one of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

That is very instructive; Scripture gives you that idea of the ABC’s; they are sacred letters. You read that psalm through and you get instruction for young men in it, “Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his path?” and so on (Psalm 119: 9). All this is instructive. You learn the ABC’s; Timothy learnt them; do not be afraid to work, to work hard, and your progress will come out. Make progress! 

Another interesting section of Scripture about the alphabet is the woman of worth in Proverbs 31, which is very, very interesting. There are twenty-two verses dealing with the woman of worth, and each begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. It just means that that woman is an expression of the whole alphabet. The Spirit intends that the assembly in her working capacity might be a complete representation of the truth of the alphabet, everything covered; that woman covers everything. So you pore over that, you pray over it, and you find yourself gaining help and gaining confidence. All this would help us, help you, and help me, to be “a model of the believers”. There is something substantial here as I pore over the sacred letters; there is something substantial coming about, our progress ensuing. 

Then Paul says, “give thyself to reading”. There are four references in these five verses to “thyself”. You say, Timothy might have objected to it, saying, ‘Paul, you are pressing the thing’. Why should he not? These are days, beloved younger people, when we cannot afford to be casual or indifferent. Paul warned about not being negligent—it is “Let no one”, and “but be”, then “give thyself”. These are very pungent things, very pungent ministry, you say. 

Paul is concerned about Timothy and how things are going to proceed with him, as the brethren are about you. Your local brethren are concerned about you; your father and mother, and the local brethren, are concerned about you, that you might be making progress; not going back, not stunted or standing still, but going forward. 

“Give thyself to reading”. That is most important; reading aloud, reading it to others maybe; reading for yourself; but you have got to work; that is the whole thing. ‘Give thyself to 

reading, to exhortation, to teaching’. Then, “Be not negligent”; you are amazed at Paul’s insistence. It is quite possible in these days for the ministers, and I am filling out that position at the moment, to be in a way apologetic. I think a minister should be able to assess the atmosphere, and the conditions that are surrounding the younger people; he should have a true assessment of that, and what the effect of that might be upon the younger people, and see to it that the ministry is such that the younger people are fortified; not to be a minister of appeasement—anything that just glosses over the real conditions will not help. I think the matter of this kind of ministry that Paul is bringing before Timothy, and insisting on, is essential in view of progress coming to light. 

So he says, “Be not negligent”. We have got to work, work, every one of us. As I said, you look back over your own history, the time that you lost, the ground that you lost. I say to you in your youth, listen to what Paul is saying to Timothy. He was such a brother, such a young man, was Timothy, that Paul could send him anywhere. You know, in six of Paul’s epistles he associates Timothy with him in the address. He could send him to Corinth; he could send him to Thessalonica; and he was at Troas. Paul could send him; he was a young man, but he had made such progress that Paul could bring him forward, and he certainly obtained a good degree. I commend that to you; you aspire for that; you set out for getting a good degree. 

When Paul said about him in Philippians, “For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on” (2 Timothy 2: 20), that was certainly a good degree. Yes, ‘professor’ Paul, capped him there I am sure with such glory—no one like-minded to care with genuine feeling how the saints got on. Fancy your local brethren being able to say that about you—he, and she, are fine; they care for the saints; they serve the saints. How wonderful that is! Timothy was such a young man. 

Then he says, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”. Well, now, I prayed to the Lord about this meeting, and this word, and I said, ‘All these injunctions, Lord; there is not much meat about this subject’. He said to me, ‘Refer to the ram of consecration’. Ah! the ram of consecration. That is it, beloved brethren, dear younger people, if we are to progress, the secret of progress is consecration. As I said, not to be an idler, but to be consecrated, and consecration means your hands are full, both of your hands filled with your Bible or the ministry. People say, ‘But young people cannot always be reading the ministry’. Why not? 

What have you got in your hands?—a tennis racket? a cricket bat? Are your hands full? Ah, you are to be consecrated; the ram of consecration was very choice. In this epistle Timothy is under a charge; there is a charge in this epistle, the charge of the house of God. Here is the great object, that your progress may be in relation to the house of God. “This charge my child Timotheus, I commit to thee” (1 Timothy l: l8)—that is Levitical service, and in Numbers 8 the Levites were brought forward, and presented before Jehovah, and then they were presented before Aaron, and taken on by Aaron—in view of the service of the house of God. 

But behind the Levites is the priest. So in Leviticus 8 you have the priests brought forward with the ram of consecration, and they lay their hands on the ram of consecration, which, as you know, would be the Lord Jesus in His devotedness to the will of God; especially in Mark, which gives you the ram of consecration, you would get the readiness of the Lord Jesus in the service. Oh, He was not an idler! This scripture, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”, takes you back to Luke 2, where He said to His parents, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49)—twelve years of age; you think of the preciousness of that! But in Mark’s gospel you get the ram of consecration. In Mark there is no time lost. If Mark were giving an address he would tell the younger people, ‘You know’, he would say, ‘I was an idler; I lost time; I did not work’. That is why, I think, he takes up the devotedness of Christ as the great Servant and presents Him in such devotion, such committal; that is the ram of consecration; so feed on Him, feed on Christ. Read Mark’s gospel and see how the Lord acts. That is one of the characteristic ideas in Mark’s gospel, how things are done, not just the facts themselves, but how things are done. So we feed on the ram of consecration at the door of the tent of meeting; you build up a constitution, and you build yourself up in relation to what is for God’s pleasure. 

That is the priestly idea, and that is the background to the Levitical service. That is the background to this epistle, where the house of God is to be maintained, and Timothy is under charge to maintain it. You accept that in your youth, that things are committed to you; you know they are not optional; there is this injunction that things have to be done; there is obligation attached to it; but behind all that is the priesthood, what you are for the divine pleasure. So, “Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them”. You think of Jesus at twelve years old, “did ye not know?”—Oh, what a committal! Twelve years of age, and it says He went down with them to Nazareth, “and he was in subjection to them” (Luke 2: 51). 

That was until He was thirty; from twelve He was subject to them until He was thirty, until He came out into public service. What an example! He is a Model for the believers; Timothy might be a model of the believers; but Jesus is the Model for all of us. You think of that subjection. 

You think of the youth of today, think of the insubjection; think of the lawlessness; think of all that is in the world. Be different! Be such that you may be a model of the believers, that you can be taken as such at any time. Joseph took those five of his brothers and he presented them before Pharaoh. He would say to Pharaoh, What do you think of those men? You think of heaven coming in at any given time and taking you and saying, Look at that; that is a sample of heaven’s work, a sample of My people who are on the earth. Those five men were a sample of Joseph’s own work, as if he were saying to Pharaoh, I am glorified in them. 

Think of your being taken as a sample to set out at any time what the saints are in their being called of God, and in separation down here. You can be a sample of that. The Lord is the great Model to us all in subjection—beautiful! You go on to the time when all will be placed in subjection, when God will be all in all. It had its beginning, so to speak, in His manhood here, from twelve to thirty, when He was in subjection to His parents. How old are you? Are you twenty-five? Are you subject? Think of Him, subject to His father and mother, and to that age. What an example! 

“Occupy thyself with these things”—give yourself to them—“be wholly in them”, all your time, all your energy. Oh, you say, young people need some recreation; so they do; Paul would allow that I suppose, but he says it profits a little, but piety. Oh, piety is “profitable for everything”. Is that not fine now, to progress in piety? and you must be pious before you are spiritual. That is true, you must be pious before you are spiritual. 

Then it says, “continue in them”. That brings up the way Timothy went on, in spite of certain disadvantages he had. He did not seem to be too well; he had a poor stomach according to what Paul says, and he had various illnesses, but he continued on and he finished well. He is much mentioned, there is nobody, I think, of Paul’s sons, the three of them, mentioned so much in Paul’s writings as Timothy; even Hebrews has a reference to him, “Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty”, Hebrews 13: 23. He must have been put in prison at some time, but he continued; that is the idea. So if we want to make progress, you younger people, this is it. We need to work; we need to commit ourselves; we need to be industrious, that our progress may be manifest to all. But then too to continue, and that works out for salvation, but I had not much to say about that—“continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”. What an influence for good! You may think. Well, if I have this line of things before me and I give myself wholly to it, what will others think about me? 

They might laugh at me—‘Look at So-and-so, he or she is pious and spiritual’. Why, you will be an influence for good! Save yourself “and those that hear thee”. 

All this is very encouraging, but it means, dear younger people, that we commit ourselves when we are young. Be an example of Christ, the true ram of consecration, and think of Mark’s gospel, think how quickly things are done. Mark, after he was recovered, lost no time; things done in Mark’s gospel are all done straightway, and he is brief about matters, brief and concise. You see, that is the gain of the sacred letters, of learning how to do things. See how you get it in Mark’s gospel, he comes quickly to the point, even as to the Supper; Mark just presents it as “this is my body”, and it is the same thing with the cup, 

“This is my blood, that of the new covenant”. Mark had no preamble; he never loses any time; he never lost any time after he was recovered. It all finishes up with that young man sitting on the right in the sepulchre. The women go to the sepulchre and the stone had been taken away. They look in, and there is that young man sitting there, clothed in white. This matter of “in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”; here is this young man sitting on the right clothed in white. I think that represents the sum total, so to speak. Progress has been made throughout the gospel as feeding upon Christ, so there is the young man sitting there, and he is able to influence others; he is able to say to the women, “Be not alarmed. Ye seek Jesus the crucified one. He is risen, he is not here”, Mark 16: 6. Is that not beautiful? He has risen first. Matthew says, “He is not here” (Matthew 28: 6), but Mark says, “He is risen”, then he says, “he is not here”. 

That is how Mark puts things. I think he had come through; he had got the gain of being associated with Timothy, that is the idea. Because Paul would have Timothy bring Mark with him; he was one of Timothy’s associates, and Timothy was an influence for good. Paul knew that; he was such an influence for good that he says. Bring Mark with yourself, and I think the gain of it is seen in that young man sitting on the right—it is a great thing to sit on the right, to be on the right side; be on that side, not on the side of the world, but the side of power, the side of influence, the side of salvation; that is the idea. That young man would represent that, and be able, as I said, to influence others. 

So I trust these remarks, dear younger people, might be an encouragement to you, and give you some sort of clue too as to how progress is to be achieved and continued. And it means, as I said, that we do not waste time, that we are prepared for hard work; and may it be too that you will qualify for a good degree. May God bless the word. 

Address at St.Albans
24 October 1987 

 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:12-16 (JND) [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching. [14] Be not negligent of the gift [that is] in thee, which has been given to thee through prophecy, with imposition of the hands of the elderhood. [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all. [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

1 Timothy 3:13 (JND) [13] for those who shall have ministered well obtain for themselves a good degree, and much boldness in faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Acts 16:2 (JND) [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium.

2 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] and that from a child thou hast known the sacred letters, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation, through faith which [is] in Christ Jesus.

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 119 (JND) [1] ALEPH. Blessed are the perfect in the way, who walk in the law of Jehovah. [2] Blessed are they that observe his testimonies, that seek him with the whole heart; [3] Who also do no unrighteousness: they walk in his ways. …

Psalms 119:9 (JND) [9] BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his path? by taking heed according to thy word.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

2 Timothy 2:20 (JND) [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour.

Numbers 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. …

Leviticus 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments and the anointing oil, and the bullock of the sin-offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened [bread]; [3] and gather all the assembly together at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Luke 2:51 (JND) [51] And he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and he was in subjection to them. And his mother kept all these things in her heart.

Hebrews 13:23 (JND) [23] Know that our brother Timotheus is set at liberty; with whom, if he should come soon, I will see you.

Mark 16:6 (JND) [6] but he says to them, Be not alarmed. Ye seek Jesus, the Nazarene, the crucified one. He is risen, he is not here; behold the place where they had put him.

Matthew 28:6 (JND) [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
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