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LOWLINESS


Matthew 11:28-30;  Acts 20:17-19, 28-32;  Ephesians 4:1-3;

Philippians 2:1-4;  Colossians 3:12-15

It will be evident from the scriptures read, dear brethren, that I would like to speak, with the Lord’s help, about lowliness.  I hesitate to speak of such a subject because I am conscious of my own failings in it.  It is not a feature that comes to us naturally.  Moses was said to be the meekest man in all the earth, but he was not always that way.  You will remember that he slew the Egyptian (Exod.2:12) and the next day the Hebrew men were disputing and said “Who made thee ... judge over us?” (v.14).  But then Moses spent forty years in the desert, tending his father-in-law’s flock; he was one who had a secret history with God.  The result was that the Spirit of God could record that “the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth”, Num.12:3.

I am sure that all here have heard Matthew 11 referred to in the gospel preaching, and I am sure God has used it many times in that way, but it is addressed to those who are burdened; “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”.  Do you feel burdened, dear brother or sister?  Do you feel discouraged?  This scripture is appropriate if you do.  The Lord Jesus knew what it was, speaking reverently, to take on the yoke – the yoke of doing the will of His God and Father.  It is clear, from the gospels, the strength which He found in that unbroken communion with His Father.  We are invited to take on this yoke with the Lord Jesus.  It brings you into close relationship with Himself, and it also means that we are bound up with Him as true yokefellows.  The Lord Jesus knew what it was to have His teaching rejected; there was opposition from the Pharisees here.  I am sure that He knew what it was in His labour, speaking reverently, to be burdened.  In John 4 it says that He was “wearied with the way he had come” (v.6).  You might say that this brings out the reality of His manhood, in that He felt tired, but I think that it can also apply to the opposition which He encountered.  He was wearied by it, but He bore that yoke with His Father.

The Lord Jesus is available to us, and He would invite us to “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”.  As that is truly experienced, what a source of strength it is in the pilgrim’s pathway here.  The God that we have to do with is the “Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement”, 2 Cor.1:3.  Discouragement comes from failure, and if you allow it, you can drift away from God in discouragement and you may be in danger of being overcome.  What is the answer to that?  “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me”.  He is the model in all things, dear brethren, and the object of taking on this yoke is to learn from Him; “for I am meek and lowly in heart”.  That was the kind of man that Jesus was.  It does not mean that He was weak, far from it, but He was here in manhood and He displayed these features.  The word from heaven, the Father’s voice, was “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.  He was meek and lowly.

So in taking up the invitation to be a yokefellow with Him, those features would, I think, develop with you and me; “ye shall find rest to your souls”.  The psalmist says, “Cast thy burden upon Jehovah”, Ps.55:22.  You find that if you do that, the burden becomes light.  What a support, what a resource we have in our Lord Jesus Christ, and it all is available to us; “for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”.  You can simply commit everything into the hands of this One, and as you do so, you find that His yoke is easy and His burden is light.  Cast it upon Him, and in doing so, there will be the development of the meekness and the lowliness that is seen in absolute perfection in Him; “learn from me” is learning not by teaching exactly, but from His example.

Acts 20 is an interesting chapter in that there is a certain climax reached in it, as far as Paul’s oral ministry is concerned.  There are his epistles from prison, as we know, and we have read from them, but first love was really reached here in Acts 20.  The chapter begins with an expression of the love of Paul for the disciples, and the chapter ends with an expression of love of the saints for Paul; “specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face” (v.38).  It brings out the place that he had gained in their affections, and I would like to draw attention specifically to verse 19.  Paul spoke about how ‘‘from the first day that I arrived in Asia, serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews’’.  That is how Paul was among the Ephesians, and from that came his effectiveness and his moral power.  How did serving in “all lowliness, and tears” come into expression?  It came into expression by what Paul said in verse 31, “Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”.  That is how it came into expression.  Think of the feelings that lay behind that service.  It was no wonder that Paul had a place in their affections.  This was first love.  We know that Ephesus fell from it, but this was the way that Paul was among them.

He had called over the elders, those that took responsibility.  Do you take responsibility, dear brother, dear sister, in the place in which you are?  “Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God”.  I am tested; do I have part in that?  Paul could see the dangers, very real dangers, which were to come in as he was about to depart from the scene.  But the assembly of God is a vessel that has been purchased with the blood of His own; the blood of His beloved Son, His only Son.  That gives us some impression of what the assembly of God is to God Himself.  Paul had a vision of what the assembly was to the heart of Christ.  He had it in his heart and he warned the elders, those that took responsibility, that there would be “after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them”.  All Paul could do was commit them to God, but he laid this upon them as elders who took responsibility.  It is a very solemn thing, but on the other hand it is a very blessed thing.  “Wherefore watch” – that is a word for us today – “remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”.  He had had three years of it.  It was not only what he taught.  He went into the houses where previously he had ravaged those who were of the assembly; now he went in “admonishing each one of you with tears”.  He left this responsibility with them.

I feel the responsibility of taking heed to it in the day in which we are; “the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of His own”.  Paul is an example; he served the Lord with “all lowliness, and tears”.  That is how he was.  I think Paul was a true yokefellow.  He learned from Christ; he learned the feature of lowliness from Him and it came into expression in Paul.  The Lord Jesus is the model in all things; Paul learned it from the Lord in reality, and he was able to pass it on from his own experience, not just from what he had heard.  As we had in the reading, David was one who had moral power because of his own relationship with God and as being restored to it.

Ephesians 4 is a great chapter, setting out the truth of the one body and how it functions.  Paul wrote in verse 15, for example, that “holding the truth in love, we may grow up to him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply”.  That conveys to me the experience of an organism; that is, you are bound up in affection for one another.  The one body involves that Christ is in heaven as the ascended Man and He has given gifts.  Then we are to have our part as a joint of supply.  Paul began the chapter by writing about lowliness and meekness, as if those features are necessary for us to effectively have our part in the body.  Paul was one who suffered; “I, the prisoner in the Lord”.  He was not in prison as a criminal, he was there because of his faithfulness to his Lord, and he exhorted them to “walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called”.  How do you do that?  What comes into expression?  I do not apologise for being so practical, dear brethren, because Christianity is nothing if it is not practical.  Walking worthy of the calling wherewith we have been called will come into expression in these features, as Paul goes on to speak of them, “lowliness and meekness”.  That is how it comes into expression, “bearing with one another in love”.  Then he goes on to say “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”.  It is clear that in God’s assembly, there is only one will that prevails, and that is the will of the Lord.  But we have been given one another.  We have been given partners.  So it also involves taking account of the feelings of your partners, keeping “the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace”.  “There is one body and one Spirit”, Paul goes on to write.  There is no room for independence in the one body.  We are all bound together.  The teaching of this chapter in Ephesians brings out that particular setting “with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love”.  That is what makes it work.

What Paul brings out in Philippians 2, among other things, is the One who ‘”humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross” (v.8).  What ignominy and shame there was at the cross.  But Jesus has been “granted ... a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow” (vv.9,10).  The One who went lower than anyone else is the One who has gone higher than any other.  He has gone through all the heavens, and He has filled those heavens with His glory.  God has given Him the first place.  So Paul says “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” (v.5).  That, to my mind, is not just a picture on the wall but there is something morally to be worked out in you and me.  I feel tested by it.  Paul exhorted the Philippians to be of the same mind, “that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing”.  The more we think of the Lord Jesus, and our position with Him, and the truth that has come into expression in Him, it is in that Person that we unite; “joined in soul, thinking one thing”.  The “spirit of strife or vain glory” suggests a spirit of rivalry, but “in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves”.  How testing that is, “regarding not each his own qualities, but each those of others also”.  Can you look around your local assembly and take account of the work of God in the saints?  Can you take account of someone that shines with a particular feature more than is found in yourself?  You might be able to say ‘That brother is a faithful brother, he is more faithful than I am.  That brother is devoted, he is more devoted than I am’.  You can take account of these kind of features and esteem them as more excellent than yourself.  This is what makes things work, so that it is not just a picture on the wall but it is something that comes into practical expression.

In Colossians, we have the putting on the new man.  We had a reading recently on “Christ everything, and in all”, which immediately precedes this.  That is, He is not only everything, but is in all.  These features that I have been speaking of are in living expression in the saints, and a person to whom Christ is everything will be a person that puts on the features of the new man.  What are the features of the new man?  “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, long-suffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one another”; these are the features of the new man.  I would not put this on anybody else.  In your own relationships with the Lord, in honesty before God, and not applying it to the brother next to you or the sister next to you, can you say that these are things which are in expression in you?  That is something which I find very, very searching, but I think it is necessary.  Be honest; we need to be honest with ourselves, but more importantly, we need to be honest with God.  Paul did not look to be commended by the brethren.  What was most important to him was that he was commended by the Lord.

Then it says “And to all these add love”.  To my mind, dear brethren, that is like the oil in an engine.  It makes things work and if the oil runs out the whole thing seizes up.  It is not just incidental that in Corinthians, Paul devotes a whole chapter to this subject, “a way of more surpassing excellence” (1 Cor.12:31), “which is the bond of perfectness.  And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful’”.  That is a picture of practical Christianity; it is to be enjoyed, and the feature of lowliness is an important part of it.

In closing I would share with the brethren what brought this thought of lowliness to my mind.  Speaking in 1943, Mr Taylor commented that there had been comparative peace for thirty five years.  He said, ‘Sovereign mercy is preserving us’ and then he added ‘It will continue to preserve us as we keep lowly’1.  That came home to me, dear brethren; the importance of lowliness in the practical working out of the truth in our local settings.  Whatever exercises may come in, lowliness is needed for the effective working out of the truth.

May God bless the word.

Address at Birmingham
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D.J. Wright

 


Scripture references

Matthew 11:28-30 (JND) [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Acts 20:17-32 (JND) [17] But from Miletus having sent to Ephesus, he called over [to him] the elders of the assembly. [18] And when they were come to him, he said to them, *Ye* know how I was with you all the time from the first day that I arrived in Asia, [19] serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews; [20] how I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce [it] to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house, [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ. [22] And now, behold, bound in my spirit *I* go to Jerusalem, not knowing what things shall happen to me in it; [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me. [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God. [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom [of God], shall see my face no more. [26] Wherefore I witness to you this day, that I am clean from the blood of all, [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God. [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. …

Ephesians 4:1-3 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

Philippians 2:1-4 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also.

Colossians 3:12-15 (JND) [12] Put on therefore, as [the] elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; [13] forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any should have a complaint against any; even as the Christ has forgiven you, so also [do] *ye*. [14] And to all these [add] love, which is the bond of perfectness. [15] And let the peace of Christ preside in your hearts, to which also ye have been called in one body, and be thankful.

Exodus 2:12 (JND) [12] And he turned this way and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

Numbers 12:3 (JND) [3] But the man Moses was very meek, above all men that were upon the face of the earth.

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

2 Corinthians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement;

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Psalms 55:22 (JND) [22] Cast thy burden upon Jehovah, and *he* will sustain thee: he will never suffer the righteous to be moved.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

1 Corinthians 12:31 (JND) [31] But desire earnestly the greater gifts, and yet shew I unto you a way of more surpassing excellence.



THE MORNING


John 20:1,16-21;  Genesis 32:24-32;  Song of Songs 6:10;

Exodus 34:2 (to “morning”).

The scriptures that we have read all speak about the morning or the dawn.  We sang in our hymn:

‘But on resurrection’s morning’   (Hymn 117)

What a wonderful morning that was.  I seek the help of the Spirit to say a little about the mornings of which we have read.  I have felt confirmed by what has been before us in the four readings and in the address last night.  We have spoken about God’s purpose, which relates to that resurrection morning.  God’s purpose was established then because there was a Man out of death who had accomplished His will to His satisfaction and glory and pleasure eternally.  What a morning it was!  In John 20, the message which was given to Mary had an effect, and it resulted in the disciples coming together.  They were led into the service of God, although John does not give us the terms of it.  Then I would like to speak about the morning in relation to Jacob, and the experiences which each one of us goes through as Christians.  As we go through these exercises individually, we find the dawn in Christ and in relation to the assembly, as we have read in the Song of Songs: “Who is she that looketh forth as the dawn …?”.  As we go through assembly exercises, there is what is precious to Christ maintained, and we find the morning in them.  I feel encouraged by what we have been considering in these meetings, and I trust that the Spirit may help now to complement and support it.

But before we begin, there is a morning which is vital, and it needs to be experienced by everyone here in this room.  It is the morning in which we come to know Christ as Saviour.  What a dawn that is in the hearts and souls of needy sinners!  I trust that every person in this room has put their faith and trust in the Lord Jesus.  None the things of which we have been speaking will mean anything to you if you do not know Christ as your Saviour.  You need to let Christ into your heart, dear friend.  You need to come into the day.  What a wonderful moment it is for the sinner when you accept Christ as Saviour.  It is God’s desire that everyone here should be saved.  Do you know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour?  Men in their cleverness can allow you to enjoy things virtually, but not be in the reality of them.  You do not even need to leave your home, yet you can in effect visit a place, you can be there virtually.  Dear friend, when it comes to divine things, when it comes to your need as a sinner for salvation, you cannot be virtually saved.  You can only be saved by putting your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus.  Lord willing, we will have the gospel preached tomorrow afternoon, but as we have been reminded already this weekend, the Lord may come before these meetings are finished and there may not be a tomorrow.  For believers in the Lord Jesus, what a morning, what a dawn it will be when the Lord Jesus comes and all those who love Him will go to be for ever with Him.  What a morning!   But for the unbeliever, the position will become fixed then.  How awful if anyone here in this room should be lost.  We read in Romans 9 yesterday as to “vessels of wrath fitted for destruction” (v.22).  If the Lord were to come, and you were still an unbeliever, that is the position you would find yourself in.  You would be a “vessel of wrath fitted for destruction”.  Let everyone here be clear; God destines no one for destruction.  God has blessing in mind for everyone, but if you reject Christ as your Saviour and reject God’s overtures in grace in the gospel, you fit yourself for destruction, you cannot enter into blessing in any way whatsoever.  Let that not be the portion of anyone here.

How great is the work that was accomplished by Christ.  We have been speaking together of God’s operations.  Think of what God had in mind before time began, before the world existed, before creation.  We have spoken about God’s purpose.  God had in mind that He would have men eternally in His presence as sons.  What a wonderful thought that is.  We sang hymn 92 yesterday:

‘What raised the wondrous thought,

   Or who did it suggest,

That we, the church, to glory brought,

   Should with the Son be blest?’

How wonderful God’s thoughts are!  They stand alone in all their majesty.  Do you appreciate God’s thoughts?  The working out of those thoughts involved that one divine Person became Man.  Think of the greatness of the way which God took in love.  We read yesterday in Exodus about Moses looking at the burning bush; it was not consumed.  That is a type of the incarnation, a type of God taking up a condition of flesh and blood and dwelling amongst men.  God was here in Christ, dwelling among men in all their sinfulness, and they were not consumed.  What grace and mercy of God were seen in that.  If you and I were to come into blessing, into the greatness of God’s thoughts, it involved that a divine Person became Man, taking up a condition of flesh and blood which could be laid down in death.  No penalty attached to the Lord Jesus, but He took upon Himself all of the judgment that was due to you and me.  How great was the accomplishment of God’s purpose; only a divine Person could do that:

‘God manifest in flesh, O wonder of His universe!’

   (Hymn 400)

‘His universe!’ – everything belongs to God.  The Lord Jesus took up a condition of flesh and blood, and moved through this scene in perfection.  How wonderful the pathway of the Lord Jesus was!  What a work He did, “the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”, John 17:4.  That work involved the whole scope of God’s purpose, it involved that He had to go into death.  He had to lay down that life which was so pleasurable to heaven, but then He took it again.  He could say anticipatively, “I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it”.  Think of the greatness of that work!  He asked to be reinstated “with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was”, John 17:5.  There is that which will always be beyond us.  What greatness and glory and majesty are seen in God’s thoughts, and what greatness and glory and majesty are seen in the One who accomplished them.  God had in mind that man should be in relationship to Himself.

So we come to this wonderful morning.  “Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb” and it was empty.  The Father had been there before her; Jesus was “raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father”, Rom.6:4.  In the gospels, the resurrection is presented as the Lord’s own act, bringing out the majesty and the greatness of that Person: “I lay down my life that I may take it again”, John 10:17.  So Mary “comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb”.  The tomb was empty.

‘We love to look within the tomb,

   Robbed by Thy death of all its gloom;

The stone for ever rolled away:

   Thy death the power of death did slay’. (Hymn 216)

The disciples went in; they looked into the empty tomb, they saw the linen cloths, and the handkerchief folded in a distinct place.  It has often been said that there had been no struggle.  When the Lord Jesus went into death, there was no struggle; death had to flee before the greatness and glory of the One who was there.  The disciples went to their own homes.  They had heard everything that the Lord Jesus had told them in relation to His going into death and rising again.  Up until this point, I am not sure that they fully understood what He had been talking about, but now they believed, although they then went away.  Mary was left and she was bereft, she was distraught.  How much the Lord Jesus meant to her!  What does the Lord Jesus mean to you?  Do you have affection for Him?  Is it like Mary’s here?  The Lord was everything to her and she had lost Him.  But there is this wonderful message which she was given by the Lord, “go to my brethren”.  The Lord Jesus had in mind His brethren.  All through John’s gospel, the Lord was leading to the Father; that was the objective of His ministry to His disciples.  He had spoken about Him as “my Father”, but there came this point when He could speak about Him in relation to His brethren as “my Father and your Father”.

In the synoptic gospels, the brethren of Christ are referred to in a moral way; “my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do it”, Luke 8:21.  That is a moral matter; that means that when you hear the word, you accept it and do it, then there is a result from it, and Christ views you as among His brethren.  In John’s gospel, the thought is more elevated; the brethren of Christ in John’s gospel relate to the purpose of God.  The Lord said, “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father”.  What a morning it was!  The heart of the Father had been fully made known when Christ was here; the Lord Jesus had declared the Father and made Him known.  Now we come to this wonderful revelation.  Do we appreciate the greatness of this morning?  How much it meant to the Father, and to the Lord Jesus Himself.  He had accomplished everything and now He had this wonderful message, “I ascend to my Father and your Father”.  The suggestion is that the Lord would not ascend alone, but He would take those that were in God’s purpose with Him.  Think of the way that they were given to the Lord Jesus.  We often hear that the saved sinner was a son in purpose before he was a sinner in practice.  “They were thine” (John 17:6); that means that we belong to the Father in purpose.  It has often been said that the gospel brings “he that will” (Rev.22:17) in through the door of salvation, but as you come through it you can look back and on the other side of the door, you see “he has chosen us in him before the world’s foundation”, Eph.1:4.  So you were a son in purpose before you were a sinner in practice.  How divine Persons have worked; think of the way that the Father has given us to Christ to bring us home to Himself.  “They were thine, and thou gavest them me” (John 17:6), then He goes on to say “they are thine” (v.10); not only in purpose but secured and sealed.  What a wonderful morning is resurrection’s morning.  May we appreciate more the greatness and glory of all that has been accomplished for God’s satisfaction.  We come into the blessing of it, but first of all of there is what is for God the Father Himself.  May we appreciate these wonderful things and value them more.

We have read about the rising of the dawn in Genesis 32.  Here was Jacob as a type of the individual believer, and he had started to make some progress.  Earlier, Joseph had been born, and in principle it caused movement and appreciation of Christ in Jacob’s heart, although you might say that the movement did not take him very far.  Jacob has been spoken of as being the heavenly man experimentally.  Abraham as the heavenly man characteristically, and Isaac as the heavenly man officially2.  The young people might ask, ‘What does that mean?’  We have spoken about character, what is characteristic about persons.  Abraham was marked by faith, he moved in faith, so that characteristically he did not belong here; he was heavenly.  The believer does not belong here.  You do not belong in this world, but are you characteristically heavenly?  That was Abraham.  Then Isaac went up the mountain with Abraham.  Genesis 22 describes father and son going up together; it speaks to us of the accomplishment of God’s thoughts.  Abraham is described as coming back down from the mountain, but Isaac is not spoken of as coming down the mountain.  In comparison to Abraham and Jacob, we get very little detail in scripture about Isaac’s life; he speaks to us of Christ.  But Jacob is much like ourselves, working out matters in his life experimentally.  The children learn science at school, and they do experiments; sometimes they work out, but sometimes they do not.  So things are worked out experimentally in us.

Jacob in all his dealings had not been straightforward, but Joseph had been born, speaking to us of Christ, and it had caused movement of heart in Jacob.  He had to move away from the area in which he was because he knew that he was not getting on in his soul.  As knowing the Lord Jesus as your Saviour, how are you getting on in your soul?  You would seek to do what is right.  Perhaps we could apply this to Romans 7 and Romans 8.  In Romans 7, the believer desires to do what is right, as knowing what is right.  That scripture speaks of the law of God; believers recognise that God has rights over them as they go through the world.  As lovers of the Lord Jesus, they do that in accordance with God’s rights.  The world around us crucified and rejected Christ, and it is still the same and will not change until the Lord comes and reigns.  The believer feels that and wants to do what is right.  It has been said that Romans 7 is like a psalm.  If you read a psalm, the first few verses usually give you the key to the whole psalm.  The Psalms were written by persons who went through experiences.  We speak about exercise and about discipline; the Psalms were written by persons who had experienced such things.  Discipline comes into the ordinary circumstances of life and through it we come to know God in a greater way, we come to depend on God.  So the key to a psalm is often in its first few verses, and the key to Romans 7 is in the first few verses because there we get Christ as the new Husband, and we are to be to Another.  Christ has died for you, you have accepted Christ as your Saviour, but Christ has to be everything to you.  How wonderful the Lord Jesus is!  If Christ is everything to you, you want to do what is right, but you find that you are still in the flesh.  Your sins are forgiven, you want to do what is right but you find that you cannot do it.  That is sin in the flesh; we want to do what is right and we find that we cannot.  But we find that Christ has done everything for us.  Not only has He suffered for our sins but He has died in relation to the whole question of sin; the matter has been dealt with.  Sins are forgiven but sin in the flesh is condemned.  Christ has died so that we can be free and receive the gift of the Spirit.  It is liberty. 

Jacob here is exercised and God is acting in grace.  He wants us to be free, to arrive at matters in our experience, and to be moving in the right direction.  A man met Jacob and “wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn”.  Jacob would not let go; the man “touched the joint of his thigh” and that weakened him, but it was for his blessing.  I remember a brother saying that God does not want to crush us.  God could do that, but He does not want to, He wants us to hold Him and not let go.  Jacob did not let go here.  Then he was limping; you might say that it was a result of discipline.  How humbling it would be for a man like Jacob to be limping.  At the end of his life, he had a staff and he worshipped on the top of his staff.  He came to depend on God; in principle he came to depend on the Lord Jesus for everything.  Christ is the new Husband who supplies and gives resource, whereas everything before was on the basis of demand, and we could not fulfil these demands.  We find that the Lord Jesus is a wonderful supply.  Romans 7 has been spoken of as being like a dark tunnel, but you are given a glimpse of the light so that you get through.  Perhaps there are persons here who are struggling through these exercises, desirous of doing what is right and finding that they cannot do it.  Turn to Christ as you go through these experiences.  What a day, what a dawn it is when you do that!

So Jacob passed over Peniel.  He was able to name things, and his name was changed.  In Romans 7 we arrive at “I myself” (v.25); that is the real you.  God brings each one of us to understand that “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell” (Rom.7:18), but then we can also speak of the “I myself”.  That is the real you, the work of God in you and as you put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, that is like the gold.  There is something there of God, and as you go through Romans 7 that is what you find – the gold is there.  The “I myself” is the work of God in the believer.  How wonderful it is, because you are delivered and in liberty, you make way for the Spirit.  So Jacob was able to move on.  He had named things for what they were, his name had been changed and “the sun rose upon him”; a new day dawned.  He was in walking in life now.

I read verse 32; “Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob’s thigh – the sinew”.  We do not feed on discipline.  If we feed on discipline, we will become despondent and discouraged, we may become obsessed, and we may become legal.  There is plenty of food for the believer.  Christ is our food, and we can feed on features of Christ in one another.

Chapter 6 of the Song of Songs shows us a type of the assembly.  The Song of Songs speaks literally of what Israel will come into in the future.  Israel is a vessel of promise and the Song of Songs speaks of what Israel will be brought into in relation to Christ in that day to come.  But I seek help to apply this scripture in relation to the assembly.  Christ has the assembly, a heavenly bride, and she has the greatest place because she is a vessel of purpose.  There are wonderful descriptions in this Song of the assembly as the bride, the spouse and the counterpart.  This one gives us Christ’s view of her in type.  “Who is she that looketh forth as the dawn …?”; the assembly has before her the coming of Christ, the glory of Christ, when He will come to take up His rights publicly.  First of all He will come and take those who love Him to be with Himself for ever – that is the rapture as we speak of it.  Then He will come to reign in the millennium, the world to come.  What a place Christ will have!  So the assembly is adorned in relation to the dawn, and she would have Christ’s view at the present time in relation to every matter.  What a vessel the assembly is; “Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, Terrible as troops with banners”.  She knows something in relation to rule.  The sun and the moon speak to us of rule, “the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night”, Gen.1:16.  She is in the full appreciation of who Christ is.  Do you appreciate that?  You can come to appreciate the great objective of the Spirit’s service at the present time is – it is in relation to Christ and the assembly.  She is described as “Terrible as troops with banners”.  That is the view from the outside, she is not terrible as troops with banners for those that are inside, but this is what the Lord’s view of the assembly is.  His appreciation is like none other; what a vessel the assembly is.

At the present time, exercises come in, and the question is asked ‘What about love?’  In chapter 4, it says “Thy neck is like the tower of David, Built for an armoury: A thousand bucklers hang thereon” (v.4).  David took the city.  Have we surrendered our hearts to Christ?  Have we fully surrendered to Christ?  Is Christ supreme in our hearts?  “Thy neck is like the tower of David”.  We were reminded about the neck yesterday.  Aquila and Prisca “staked their own neck” (Rom.16:4); it is singular.  “Built for an armoury: A thousand bucklers hang thereon”, so that objectively the truth is held by the assembly.  The assembly as we know does not preach or teach but the assembly holds everything that has been taught; “which is the assembly of the living God, the pillar and base of the truth”, 1 Tim.3:15.  The assembly holds everything that has been taught and she cherishes it and holds it objectively.  That is the thousand bucklers hanging thereon.  You might ask ‘What about love?’  Well, the next verse says “Thy two breasts are like two fawns, twins of a gazelle, Which feed among the lilies”.  That would suggest to us that where there is this militant character on the part of the assembly, what underlies it is developed spiritual affection for Christ.  May we appreciate, may we grow and develop in these things so that the assembly has Christ in mind, her love for Christ is supreme, and all that she does is in love for Him.  The woman of worth is spoken of at the end of Proverbs.  Her husband is absent, and all is entrusted to the woman of worth.  The Lord appreciates it.  

In chapter 6 where we read, she is described as being “Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, Terrible as troops with banners”.  The banners speak of the assembly in victory.  The truth is held and cherished by the assembly in love for Christ.  There are precious truths which have been made known to believers throughout the dispensation; “the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth”, John 16:13.  The assembly cherishes these things, she would not let them go.  Near my parent’s house, there is the museum of an infantry regiment in the British Army.  There was a regimental flag and on it were the battle honours of the regiment – names like Waterloo, the Somme, some Second World War battles.  Dear young person, do you appreciate the banners that the assembly holds?  Do you appreciate the great truth as to the body of Christ?  Do you appreciate the great truths as to the sonship of Christ and the deity of Christ?  Do you appreciated the truth of salvation in the assembly?  Do you know what it is to experience salvation in the assembly?  Perhaps you know soul salvation and eternal salvation, and I trust everyone here does.  But do you know salvation in the assembly?  That is present salvation.  Are you in the enjoyment of it as being among the saints?  We have spoken in these meetings about shepherding and about motherhood, and there is such a thing too as fatherhood.  These are the great elements of care that you find in the local meeting, and in the wider setting too among the saints.  What an area of salvation the assembly is.  There are cliffs near Aberdeen, and children sometimes fall over these cliffs.  If I see someone playing at the edge of a cliff, it is not love to say ‘You are enjoying yourself, carry on’.  We need help in relation to care, being able to bring in a shepherding word that may bring in adjustment, bring them back into safety.  It is no use saying when someone has fallen over, ‘I could see that coming’. That is not a remark made by a spiritual person.  If you see someone in danger, then love would seek to draw them back.  Dear young person, if you are on the fringes of things, if you are drifting, you can only drift in one direction and that is away.  May each one of us prove that the assembly is a wonderful sphere of salvation.  That is one of the banners.

Another banner is marriage in the Lord.  Will you lay that banner down and say ‘These are truths that applied before, but they do not really apply today’?  Or perhaps you say ‘I accept that truth’ but by your actions you are leaving the banner at home, or you are picking that truth off the banner.  You are not moving in victory if you are giving these things up.  May we be encouraged and helped in relation to these things, so that when matters come up, the assembly is fair as the dawn.  There was a great crisis in Numbers, a great rebellion when God had to act and He did act.  He said to Moses “Even to-morrow will Jehovah make known who is his”, Num.16:5.  Let us wait on the Lord Jesus and when He acts, let us not be behind Him.  “Who is she that looketh forth as the dawn”; the assembly has Christ’s viewpoint on every matter.  May we be near enough to Christ to know what His viewpoint is.  May we be helped in these things so that the assembly is “she that looketh forth as the dawn”.  What clarity!  You may think that matters have become very difficult, they have become clouded, and you cannot see.  Well, why is that?  What a night that must have been; ‘tomorrow I will shew’.  Are we able to wait on Christ in prayer, in dependence and in humility; are we able to spend the night prayerfully?  The night is not a short time.  Exercises might go on, but as soon as the Lord shows, do we move with Him, do we have His viewpoint?  “Who is she that looketh forth as the dawn …?”; this is what the Lord commends.  The Lord loves to see this, so may we be marked by it, and may we know what that morning is.

The message that Mary was given in John 20 has a result in the service of God.  The viewpoint from which John writes is very wonderful; he really gives us the gold.  We spoke about moral matters this afternoon, “But let a man prove himself, and thus eat”, 1.Cor.11:28.  We need to do that.  The objective is that he should eat.  Let no one be staying away.  You hear of persons staying away from the supper.  The Lord Jesus said “this do in remembrance of me”, Luke 22:19.  Why would anyone stay away?  Perhaps there is a young person here who is not yet committed.  Do you love the Lord Jesus?  Do you know Him as your Saviour?  Well, your place is to remember Him, to answer to the Lord’s request in simple desire.  You love the Lord Jesus, you love the brethren, and you want to remember Him.  We are looking for Him to come, but if He does not come before tomorrow morning, we will gather to remember Him in the time of His absence.  When we are for ever with Him we will no longer have to remember Him.  I trust that there is no one here who is genuinely exercised to remember the Lord Jesus and is putting it off.  Think about the Lord Jesus; He wants you to do it.

In this scripture, we do not get moral exercises of self-judgment and the things of which we spoke this afternoon, but they need to be taken care of.  We cannot please ourselves during the week and expect to come on Lord’s day morning and know the Lord’s presence.  John’s gospel gives us the divine side.  We are the brethren of Christ in God’s purpose and in relation to Christ as associated with Him.  When we come together to remember Him, we can look upon the brethren in the way that the Father views us.  We are entitled to do so as in Christ.  That raises the level.  If I think about myself, it is “For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell” (Rom.7:18); that is all we need to know about ourselves as after nature.  Let us think of ourselves as in Christ, the way that the Father views us as in Christ.  What wonderful elevation that is.  So we assemble, and Christ comes in.  What will He show us?  He will make Himself known, make His love known.

It says that “The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord”.  The Lord brings in peace, because sin has all been dealt with, “the winter is past, The rain is over”, Song of Songs 2:11.  We come to remember the Lord Jesus, the One who is living.  We come to remember Him as having accomplished the great work which God gave Him to accomplish.  We do not think about Him as the sin-bearer, as removing sin through His death.  How necessary it was for Him to do that, but we remember the One who has accomplished everything for God and has set us up and brought us in.  We are clothed in all His worth, clothed in the best robe.  So what a morning it was!  It says here: “it was evening on that day”.  The Lord’s day, the first day of the week, is a spiritual day; it marks a new beginning.  Here, it was evening on that day.  Evening would suggest that the work of the day is over, the responsible side of the day is over.  In our ordinary circumstances, we have our supper at night when we have finished our work, relating to the responsibility of the day being over.  All that relates to responsibility is over and we gather to remember the Lord Jesus.  We are free and at liberty to enjoy the Lord’s supper and to enjoy the Lord’s presence.  Of course, we break bread in the morning, we do not wait until the evening, but there is a spiritual suggestion in the fact that it was evening here.  He came in, made Himself known, and showed them His hands and His side.  Think of all that has come out of His death.  It does not relate to sin, it relates more to the rib that came out of the side of the man; woman came out of the man (Gen.2:21-23).  That was before sin came in, and it speaks of the purpose of God.  What wonderful things the Lord Jesus would show us.  He showed the disciples His hands and His side.  The Lord Jesus has carried everything, He has accomplished everything for God and He would lead us.  He leads us into the presence and into the realm of the Father.  He is active and as we recognise His incoming movements, we follow and move with Him and we can be at liberty in the realms of the Father.  That is what the Father has in mind.

Soon, beloved brethren, we will come in and “go no more at all out”, Rev.3:12.  We will enjoy these things eternally, and in the Spirit’s power we can touch them now.  We are to be ready for the morning.  If the Lord tarries, we will come together in the morning and remember Him in this time of His absence and experience His coming in among us.  May we be ready for it, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

John 20:1-21 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. [4] And the two ran together, and the other disciple ran forward faster than Peter, and came first to the tomb, [5] and stooping down he sees the linen cloths lying; he did not however go in. [6] Simon Peter therefore comes, following him, and entered into the tomb, and sees the linen cloths lying, [7] and the handkerchief which was upon his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up in a distinct place by itself. [8] Then entered in therefore the other disciple also who came first to the tomb, and he saw and believed; [9] for they had not yet known the scripture, that he must rise from among [the] dead. [10] The disciples therefore went away again to their own home. [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. …

Genesis 32:24-32 (JND) [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip. [32] Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob's thigh the sinew.

Song of Solomon 6:10 (JND) [10] Who is she that looketh forth as the dawn, Fair as the moon, clear as the sun, Terrible as troops with banners?

Exodus 34:2 (JND) [2] And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to mount Sinai, and stand there before me on the top of the mountain.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

John 17:5 (JND) [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

Luke 8:21 (JND) [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;

John 17:6 (JND) [6] I have manifested thy name to the men whom thou gavest me out of the world. They were thine, and thou gavest them me, and they have kept thy word.

Genesis 32 (JND) [1] And Jacob went on his way; and the angels of God met him. [2] And when Jacob saw them he said, This is the camp of God. And he called the name of that place Mahanaim. [3] And Jacob sent messengers before his face to Esau his brother, into the land of Seir, the fields of Edom. …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

Genesis 1:16 (JND) [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars.

Romans 16:4 (JND) [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Numbers 16:5 (JND) [5] And he spoke to Korah and to all his band, saying, Even to-morrow will Jehovah make known who is his, and who is holy; and he will cause him to come near to him; and him whom he has chosen, him will he cause to come near to him.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Song of Solomon 2:11 (JND) [11] For behold, the winter is past, The rain is over, it is gone:

Genesis 2:21-23 (JND) [21] And Jehovah Elohim caused a deep sleep to fall upon Man; and he slept. And he took one of his ribs and closed up flesh in its stead. [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man. [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Revelation 3:12 (JND) [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name.



EXTRACT


“… in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God”.  It enters into the affections, because that is the character of hymns and spiritual songs.  It is not so much knowledge written down like a sermon, but it is where the heart answers in its affections to the revelation of Christ; perhaps something that I have heard in a meeting, when Christ has been unfolded: it is the Holy Spirit raising up the affections in answer to the revelation of Christ.  Then there is the expression of the heart that has received it in the affections of the new man, answering to this in the praise and adoration that it produces … the adoration of the heart that is drawn out towards the Person that has been revealed.

… It is a great thing to have developed affections.  Some are much more demonstrative than others, but it is not merely this, but the development of the affections themselves within, by what is the Object of them.  Still it comes to my mind that it is a great thing to have concentrated affections, Christ forming them, so that in having Him in our hearts, we may know what is in His; and what a blessing that is.  I get at His heart, and know what is there, and that there is that personal affection there.  And after all, He loves us personally; but He loves us perfectly in this, that whatever He enjoys He brings us into the enjoyment of.  That chapter (John 17) is greatly the expression of it, as putting us in the same place as He is in Himself.  But we must know Him to know what His love is; and it will suffice for ever.  But this joy in His love, which is to us to be known unchangeable, is by the Holy Spirit.

J.N. Darby, from the Introduction to ‘Spiritual Songs’

 


Scripture references

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



ECHO OF SONGS IN THE NIGHT


Father, Thou lov'st me.  Favour, all divine,
   Rests on my soul, a cloudless favour!  There
Thy face shines on me, as it still doth shine
   On Thy blest Son!  His image I shall bear!

But now, e'en now, Thy love can fill my soul – 
   That love that soars beyond all creature thought - 
In spirit bring where endless praises roll,
   And fill my longing heart till there I'm brought.

Thee will I hail, O Lord, in whose blest face
   God's glory shines unveiled!  Thee will I praise,
Whose love has brought me nigh in righteous grace,
   And soon wilt come, eternal songs to raise!

And oh! how deep the peace, when, nature gone,
   Thy Spirit fills the soul, strengthened with might,
With love divine; and God as Love is known!
   Lord, keep my soul, and guide my steps aright.

From J.N. Darby ‘Echo of Songs in the Night’
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Notes


	[←1]
	 J. Taylor Vol 57 p.6
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