
Notes of Ministry - 123 - February 1983

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






SIX MEN OF FAITH

J. Renton 

Hebrews 11: 32 

I desire help to speak about these men who are mentioned here, to say a brief word about each one. It, is significant that the writer, whom we presume is Paul, should put these names together. They are not given in historical order, but the writer has some, purpose in mentioning them. They were all leaders; leadership is a very needful feature in our time. A leader among believers is not an outstanding personality who is able to carry all before him with natural ability. Leadership is promoted in this world at the expense of others, whether in business or politics or military affairs. In one sense, dear brethren, we are all leaders. We all lead in some direction. We all have a certain influence. We are all persons who others imitate, whether for good or for what is not good. I have to ask myself—and let each one of us ask ourselves—In what direction do I influence? If all other believers followed the way I am on, would that be for good, and for the furtherance of the testimony? Let each one here ask himself and herself—Would the way I am on, if followed by others, promote the interests of our absent Lord until He comes? That is a very challenging matter. We all lead and influence in some direction; may we be concerned that any lead we may give or any influence we may have may be for the promotion of the interests of our absent Lord until He comes. 

Young people are leaders. Timothy was. He was told by Paul, “Let no/one despise thy youth” 

(1 Timothy 4: 12), so he must have been somewhat young, “but be a model of the believers”—one such as others would follow for their spiritual profit. 

Titus was also somewhat young and he was exhorted to afford himself “as a pattern of good works”, Titus 2: 7. Now we all, each one of us, present some kind of pattern. Young people, others will imitate you and what you do. Let each one of us be concerned that the course we are on is such as others can imitate for their spiritual profit and for the promotion of the interests of our Lord. Of course, some are more responsible to lead than others, but we all exert some kind of lead. Let it be for good! 

Having said that much about leaders, I want to speak about these men and to say a brief word about each one, and about one feature of each of them. So we shall begin with Gideon. Now the threat in Gideon’s day was from the Midianites. The Midianites are usually coupled with other nations, that is, they associate with others. In Genesis 37 they are found along with the Ishmaelites; in Numbers 25 they are found along with the Moabites; in Judges 6 they are found along with Amalek. The Midianites are persons who associate, and they are not discriminate as to those with whom they associate. As believers we are to be discriminate as to those with whom we associate. Wrong associations, dear brethren, bring about famine conditions. The result of the Midianites’ dominance was lack of food, famine conditions. 

How was Gideon acting? Was he in this association? No, He was having his, own links with God, filling out his own exercises. As far as we know he was alone; he was threshing wheat in the winepress; he was following his own exercise. If we want to be preserved from wrong associations and from party activity, or anything of this kind, let us have our own private exercises, our own links with God. That was Gideon. 

Now one feature of Gideon was this, he was reluctant to take a step without being assured of the Lord’s approval. Jehovah said to him, “I will certainly be with thee”, Judges 6: 16. Did that give Gideon a free hand to do just what he liked and act as he thought fit? No, it made him all the more dependent. He said, “If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign” (Judges 6: 17). He does not want to take one step without being assured that the Lord is with him and is approving. At a further stage he asks for another sign. He wants to be sure. 

He says, “Behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground ...” (Judges 6: 37), and it was so. Was that enough for him? No, he wanted to be doubly sure, so he asked for another sign—“Let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew” (Judges 6: 39). You see how dependent he was, how simple he was, how unlike some of us who take an action and then hope it will turn out all right. We say something, maybe, and hope the results will be good. But not Gideon. He wanted to be assured that in every step he took he would have the Lord’s approval and the Lord with him. Now this feature is needed by believers at the present moment, that we should have our own links with the Lord, be free from any party activity and wrong associations, and be assured of the Lord’s approval in the steps we take. 

And then we have Barak. The difficulty in Barak’s day came from Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor (see Judges 4). Another Jabin, king of Hazor, had been overcome by Joshua in the previous book. And here they come again, with Sisera and chariots of iron, in a great offensive against the children of Israel. This kind of thing happens in the history of the testimony; exercises that have been faced previously recur. 

There are two matters, dear brethren, which have been a concern to godly brethren right from the beginning of the recovery, one is the ‘open’ principle, the other is worldliness. Mr. Darby had to face the open principle and was concerned about the creeping in of worldliness in his time. These two features come in again and again. Every generation has to face them. How does Barak act? He is a man who takes responsibility, though reluctant to do so. The initiative does not come from Barak; it comes from a woman, a prophetess—it comes, you might say, from the underlying godly concern on the part of the body of the saints. There is an underlying body of concern as to these two features I have spoken about at the present time. 

The responsibility was laid on Barak and eventually he took it up. 

Taking on responsibility is needed when features like openness and worldliness are evident in our localities. Are they allowed to go on without any banner being raised against them? It is not right, brethren. It needs persons to take responsibility that these matters are faced and are overcome and do not dominate in our localities, because the enemy is continually busy. Each generation since the beginning of the recovery has had to face these features and we have to face them in our time. Let us face them, dear brethren. Let us take responsibility in our localities that these features of openness and worldliness do not overcome us but are faced and brethren helped and strengthened to overcome them. 

Now we come to Samson. The threat in his day was the Philistine, that is, the will of man and the mind of man in the things of God. Many things could be said about Samson which would not be too commendable, but one feature I would like to stress is what he came to at the end of his life. You 

might say it took him a long time to come to it, but he came to something in the way of dependence on God. He came to a sense of his own helplessness, that power must come from God. Oh how needful this is in dealing with the will of man and the mind of man. The will of man and the mind of man would operate in every one of us if we gave way. The antidote to the will of man and the mind of man is the will of God and the mind of Christ. We need to be committed to these two blessed features and we have the wherewithal in having the Spirit. 

Samson was a man of great exploits, but I am not going to speak about his exploits. The Spirit of God came upon him and he certainly did some great things, some wonderful things, but the end of his life corresponds with the day in which we are, that is, he was humbled. He gave away the very secret of his life. He was tempted; he was under the influence of the Philistine woman and she gradually acted so that he lost his power. Poor man! he rose up as he had done before and thought he would act as at other times, but he had lost his power (see Judges 16: 20). 

Dear brethren, we are under reproach, as Samson was. Samson was under reproach through his own fault, and much of the reproach that attaches to us publicly at the present time is because of our own fault, our own wrongdoing. It is not all the reproach of Christ—thank God there is some of the reproach of Christ—but some is reproach that we have brought on ourselves just as Samson did so that he was made sport of by the Philistines. 

Then it says, “But the hair of his head began to grow”, Judges 16: 22. Unnoticed, his hair began to grow. He could no longer speak about the seven locks of his head as he did earlier, but his hair began to grow. It was a sign of life. What we need, dear brethren, is the evidence of 

life. It was a small beginning with Samson, unnoticed by, the Philistines, but his hair began to grow; life was coming in. Then he prayed. Twice Samson prayed in his life, once when he was faint after a great victory in chapter 15 and now in chapter 16. He prayed and said, “Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God”, Judges 16: 28. Oh how earnest he is, how dependent he is! How we need to be like this, dear brethren. If we are not the humblest believers in Christendom, we have not learned anything. 

Samson was humbled and he was completely dependent on God. He realized he had no power of his own. He could go previously in power and overcome the Philistines and all concerned, but here he is in humbling circumstances, and that is how we are. 

Let us accept the humbling and keep humble. It is difficult to keep humble. Even Paul, after he had been caught up to the third heaven, needed something additional to keep him humble. 

There were other things that kept him humble and one was the memory of the wrong he had done to the people of God, but after being in the third heaven he required an additional thorn for the flesh to keep him humble. We so tend to be elated. We may well keep humble because of the reproach we have brought on ourselves. Also, certain matters continue unsettled. I think the Lord is bent on keeping us humble. If we had every matter settled we might be a little more like Laodicea again, but Samson was a humble, dependent man, and in that way he met the Philistine. Let us be devoted to the will of God, and concerned to have the mind of Christ. Actually, the final victory Samson secured was greater than all the earlier exploits in his life. There are features we see in these men that the Lord would help us to be formed in. 

And so we come to Jephthah. The opposition in Jephthah’s day came from the children of Ammon. It is interesting that they are not so often called Ammonites, they are usually called the children of Ammon. Even when Ammon and Moab were born it says that Moab was the father of the Moabites, but it says that Ammon was the father of the children of Ammon (Genesis 19: 38). You will find that through nearly all the references to that nation it is “the children of Ammon”. It is a rival family. It is another family. It corresponds to the influence of what is natural, a deadly influence. What is natural, of course, has its place, it is ordained of God just as the territory of the children of Ammon is recognised in Deuteronomy 2: 19, but the dominance of it will do damage. In the chapter in Judges which refers to Jephthah you will find the children of Ammon and also the children of Israel. The children of Israel would represent the family of God; the children of Ammon would represent the natural side, and the children of Ammon were claiming the territory of Israel. Later, in king Saul’s time, the king of the children of Ammon wanted to put out the right eyes of the men of Israel (see 1 Samuel 11: 2). That natural family influence would cause us not to have full vision, not to see things as they really are; it would be a reproach on the children of Israel. Later, in David’s time, when David sent a message of grace to the king of the children of Ammon, as he is called there (see 2 Samuel 10), they despised the spirit of grace and cut off half the beards and certain parts of the clothes of the messengers; they made them objects of ridicule. The influence of what is natural is baneful if it is dominant; it has its place, as I have said, but when it becomes dominant, as it was in Jephthah’s time, it represents a serious threat indeed. 

Now the feature seen in Jephthah is this, that he sees the issue, he sees clearly what the issue is, which is a very necessary feature. The children of Ammon were claiming divine territory and Jephthah sets out clearly the facts and the principles bearing on the matter. He sees clearly and presents clearly, indisputably, what the issue is. Oh, this is a very important feature to have with us. Very often issues are confused, but Jephthah was not confused. Other things could be said about Jephthah that were not too commendable, but this feature showed he was a man of faith. He knew the history; he could go over it all; he presented the facts, as I have said, and the principles bearing on it. He was definite, and carried the brethren with him. That was Jephthah. You can see the importance of these features. He was the means of overcoming the children of Ammon. 

I am only referring briefly to one feature of each of these men and so we come to David, and, of course, much could be said about David, such a man of parts as he was. He was a warrior. 

He was a shepherd. He was a psalmist. He was a musician. He was a king. How many things could be said about David! I want to speak about one feature in regard to David and that is this, that when David went wrong, he knew how to repent. That is a very important feature. 

We have Psalm 51 which shows how deeply David repented, a psalm that will no doubt be used by a godly remnant in a coming day to express their feelings. David expressed them in his day. Oh how deeply he repented of the sin he had committed! In fact, the sin that he in his lust delighted in, he went over in the presence of God and said, “For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me”, Psalm 51: 3. He went over it all in the presence of God and saw it all in a different light altogether. He saw his sin as God saw it, and that brought about the depth of his repentance. How important it is! We all 

go off the track sometimes. Do we know how to judge ourselves, dear brethren? David knew how to judge himself. Do we just gloss over things, and make excuses for ourselves? David did not do that. He went into the matter in depth, the depth of repentance. 

Not only does David show us how to repent, but he also was ready to be adjusted. That is another feature that marked David. He was prepared to be adjusted by Jehovah, prepared to be adjusted by Nathan, by Gad the seer, and not only by these men of worth. David was even ready to accept adjustment from a man like Joab, an unspiritual man. The need to accept adjustment is a very important feature in the believer for without it we could often go on in independence. Even difficulties in localities can continue because there is not a readiness to be adjusted, but instead an adamant attitude can be maintained. May we all be ready to be adjusted when this is necessary. 

Lastly we have Samuel, who was the result of his mother’s exercises, and who as a boy was clothed in a linen ephod and committed to the Lord’s interests. There is no doubt the Lord helps those who commit themselves when they are young. Samuel became a seer, a prophet, and a judge. He was with God in His feelings regarding the people and he counted it a sin not to pray to God for the people. In some chapters of 1 Samuel he is not mentioned; he is with God in secret all the time and in reserve to be available when needed. He had his locality and his circuit of service and was found among a company of prophets in chapter 19. He represents consistency in relations with God and reliability as a result. May we all desire to be thus faithful to the Lord and reliable in His testimony. 

“The prophets” are mentioned at the end of the verse read. Much could be said about them, but I trust sufficient has been said about the six men who are named to stimulate us all to have an active part in the testimony of our Lord in our day. 

Address in Glasgow
28 August 1982 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:32 (JND) [32] And what more do I say? For the time would fail me telling of Gideon, and Barak, and Samson, and Jephthah, and David and Samuel, and of the prophets:

1 Timothy 4:12 (JND) [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.

Titus 2:7 (JND) [7] in all things affording thyself as a pattern of good works; in teaching uncorruptedness, gravity,

Genesis 37 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. …

Numbers 25 (JND) [1] And Israel abode in Shittim; and the people began to commit fornication with the daughters of Moab. [2] And they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods; and the people ate, and bowed down to their gods. [3] And Israel joined himself to Baal-Peor; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Israel. …

Judges 6 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah; and Jehovah delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. [2] And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites the children of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds. [3] And it came to pass when Israel sowed, that Midian came up, and Amalek, and the children of the east, and came up against them. …

Judges 6:16 (JND) [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man.

Judges 6:17 (JND) [17] And he said to him, If now I have found favour in thine eyes, shew me a sign that it is thou who talkest with me.

Judges 6:37 (JND) [37] behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said.

Judges 6:39 (JND) [39] And Gideon said to God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew.

Judges 4 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel again did evil in the sight of Jehovah; now Ehud was dead. [2] And Jehovah sold them into the hand of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; and the captain of his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth-Goim. [3] And the children of Israel cried to Jehovah; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and he mightily oppressed the children of Israel twenty years. …

Judges 16:20 (JND) [20] And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson! And he awoke out of his sleep, and thought, I will go out as at other times before, and disengage myself. And he knew not that Jehovah had departed from him.

Judges 16:22 (JND) [22] But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved.

Judges 16:28 (JND) [28] And Samson called to Jehovah, and said, Lord Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may take one vengeance upon the Philistines for my two eyes.

Genesis 19:38 (JND) [38] And the younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi; the same is the father of the children of Ammon to this day.

Deuteronomy 2:19 (JND) [19] and come near over against the children of Ammon; thou shalt not distress them nor attack them; for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon a possession; for unto the children of Lot have I given it as a possession.

1 Samuel 11:2 (JND) [2] And Nahash the Ammonite said to them, On this [condition] will I treat with you, that I thrust out all your right eyes, and lay it for a reproach upon all Israel.

2 Samuel 10 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this that the king of the children of Ammon died, and Hanun his son reigned in his stead. [2] And David said, I will shew kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as his father shewed kindness to me. And David sent to comfort him by the hand of his servants for his father. And David's servants came into the land of the children of Ammon. [3] And the princes of the children of Ammon said to Hanun their lord, Is it, in thine eyes, to honour thy father that David has sent comforters to thee? Is it not to search the city and to spy it out, and to overthrow it, that David has sent his servants to thee? …

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51:3 (JND) [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me.



THE WHEELS OF GOD’S GOVERNMENT

E. C. Burr 

Ezekiel 1: 15–21; Ecclesiastes 12: 14 

I refer briefly to this section in Ezekiel as to the wheels, believing that it imparts a certain assurance to us, even at the present time. The message which the prophet was given in the next chapter was to a rebellious house, not in any way palliating their actual condition. Much that he had to say, especially in the early part of the book, and what he had to go through in his own experience, is related to, and typical of, the actual sufferings of the remnant and in certain circumstances rises to a foreshadowing of certain of the sufferings of Christ. All that was severe to him. The latter part of the book has a different note; it goes on to the prophetic vision of the temple and of the city and the book closes with the expression that “Jehovah is there”. So that the message that Ezekiel was given was not wholly of a negative kind; it was prospective in relation to the glory of God coming in again to fill the house from which in chapter 10 he would see it withdrawn. All that relates to Israel and is prophetic in its relation. 

But before Ezekiel is given that message and those visions, he has this vision in chapter 1 of what seems to me to be a great interlocking system of things which, I believe, while having its dreadful and terrible aspects, would nevertheless be for his assurance and therefore for his comfort. I believe it would be so for us, beloved, that nothing is out of hand, nothing just runs on as if it was out of control. A system of things can be traced in the chapter. There is the stormy wind out of the north, then there is the vision of the four living creatures, and associated with the living creatures are the wheels, but above them is an expanse which is “as the look of the terrible crystal”; but above that again is a throne and on the throne is a man and round the man is the likeness of a rainbow. That is all calculated, I think, to bring in assurance and steadiness, to bring in a conviction to us that things are going through, not according to what we may see on the earth, but according to the reality of the fact that there is a Man in heaven and that the divine disposition towards us is that which was foreshadowed in the rainbow. 

It is remarkable that Ezekiel should refer to that. It says in Ezekiel 1: 28, “As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about”. That, in itself, is assurance that God is going to see things through according to Himself, that He has, if one may speak carefully, limited what He might do in judgment; that is, the sign of the rainbow means that He will not again smite the earth with a flood as He had. We know that when He takes up judgment with the earth He will do it by other means and that judgment in the earth is not going to be set aside, but the rainbow is an assurance that God is going to do things according to Himself and no man is going to force Him to do things any other way. 

But the next thing, if one may speak of it as it were descendingly, is that there is a Man—there is a Man in heaven. If we may apply this in relation to our own day, how blessed and wonderful a thing it is that there is a Man in heaven. The fact that there is a Man there is an assurance that things here will never get out of control. Publicly they will not get out of control. A day will come when He will take up things Himself, and everything will be seen to be under control, but publicly at the present time there is restraint, because there is a Man in heaven and because the Spirit of God is here. If I apply this scripture in relation to our own day, the Man that is in heaven is the Head of the assembly. Let us not forget that. Nothing can get out of control if there is subjection to His headship. Maybe sometimes we may get out of control, because the flesh is in us and we are all too easily prone to indulge the flesh and act according to it, whether in its more objectionable characteristics or in its more respectable characteristics. But as long as we are subject to the Spirit the headship of that Man in heaven is going to hold everything in control. What assurance that is! 

But then He is on a throne, that is, He is in the place of administration. Actually He could do things directly if He would; if it were the time for doing things directly publicly, then He would do them. But there is a sphere here of His direct government; that is in the assembly, and the power of the throne is to be known there. This gives us great assurance that if there is a throne nothing can slip from its control—nothing can slip from the Man and nothing can slip from the throne—everything is going to go through according to the established system of things typified in this prophetic scripture. 

Then as we come down there is the expanse which has the look of the terrible crystal and I suppose that that may convey to us something of the inscrutability of what God is in Himself. 

He dwells in light unapproachable, “whom no man has seen, nor is able to see”, 1 Timothy 6: 16. But He is there and if on the one hand the vision would give the prophet assurance, on the other hand it would instil in him the fear of God. And that is still here, it is to characterise us in everything, the fear of God. It is part of this divine system of security that we should be held in the fear of God. One need not illustrate the ways in which this could work out; the Spirit in every believer would maintain him in the fear of God. 

But then we come down to the wheels, and the wheels represent divine government on the earth. They are not exactly a heavenly system of things; by the connection of the vision they are connected with what is above, but they represent divine government on the earth, not necessarily government in the way in which we speak of the government of God, although that, no doubt, enters into it. “Whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap” (Galatians 6: 7)—a scripture which is plain in its bearing, easily understood, but often resisted. But the wheels are here, they are full of eyes, they see everything, nothing escapes this system of divine government in control and in administration on the earth. The wheels are full of eyes. 

Maybe we think we could hide somewhere. The scripture in Ecclesiastes speaks of “every secret thing”, and they see that. There is no secret thing that the eyes do not see, and the wheels go on in relation to things that are open, and in relation to things that are secret, and they go on under divine control to the divine end. 

Therefore, beloved, if we can be in that sense without care, we can be at peace. We do not need to be in anxiety; the wheels will go on and they will bring everything to the divine conclusion in the divine time. In the earlier part of the vision the living creatures ran and returned as the appearance of lightning. Sometimes God will act like that, sometimes He will act very suddenly, and we see His work, but at other times He takes time to work things out. 

He uses time. The wheels go round, and they miss nothing, beloved; they miss nothing. Everything is seen by them because they are full of eyes; there is no part of the wheels which is unseeing, and everything goes on to its appointed divine conclusion. We may sometimes wonder what is going to happen and whether things must always be like this, and whether there are things that are wrong, or this or that, but the wheels go on, and in the end what is right will prevail. How restful that makes us, beloved! I find comfort in these wheels. On the one hand there is that element in them which would make one fear, and we should be kept in the fear of God all the day. But I find comfort in these wheels, that in the end the divine conclusion will be reached. 

You or I may have different impressions as to what the divine conclusion ought to be. We may say, Well, it ought to be this, or he ought to do that, or she ought to do that, and so on. 

But the divine conclusion will come and when it comes it will not be a question then of who is right and who is wrong, it will be a question of adhering to what God has brought out as His own end of every issue. Let us therefore, beloved, find comfort in the wheels, let us find that as they go on they are moving towards the divine conclusion. It is not a question of the wheels going round and the same matters coming up again and again and again. That is not what is in these wheels. They are the 

unfolding of divine government in detail and we can rest in them. As I say, I find comfort in them. One would be prepared to submit to the judgment of wheels like this, because they are connected with a system of security and assurance; they are connected with God’s own view of things, and they are connected with the throne; they are connected with the Man, and they are connected with the rainbow. I find comfort in these wheels. Sometimes we may not know where to look for comfort. The Lord Himself says prophetically, “I looked for ... comforters, but I found none”, Psalm 69: 20. I suppose none of us has ever been in that position, but sometimes we do not know where to look for comfort. But, beloved; there is always comfort in the wheels, they go on to the divine end. They do not go on to make me right or you right, or to establish anything of that kind, they go on to the divine end. 

I read the verse in Ecclesiastes because I think Solomon must have had some impression of what the wheels were like. He says, “God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil”. God will do that. It is inexorable, there is no escape. He will in the end bring things into judgment; the judgment-seat of Christ will have to, say to many things. The great white throne is not a place for believers, but we are kept in the sense of the One who will be there. But “God shall bring every work into judgment”. Let us submit to that, that God will bring every work into judgment, whether it is good or whether it is evil. And He will bring every secret thing out into the light. 

I think it has been felt in the past—I say nothing about the present—that things working secretly in the company or in the assembly are among the most damaging things that can take place. These were things that we experienced more than a 

decade ago, but things on which the Lord blew, and which the Lord rejected; but if there is a secret system of things working among the saints God will bring every aspect of it into the light, and more than that. He will bring it into judgment. And the wheels go on. We cannot escape them, but I find comfort in them that God is in control and that what He will bring through is what is right. We referred to that decade that is past; in the end God brought through what was right. Now, beloved, God has never failed to do that, and He never will. 

We may, therefore, rest in this and in the sense of that, and the more readily enjoy the peace of which we have just heard, because we have a God in whom we ourselves can rest. 

Word in meeting for ministry, London
27 July 1982 

 


Scripture references

Ezekiel 1:15-21 (JND) [15] And I looked at the living creatures, and behold, one wheel upon the earth beside the living creatures, toward their four faces. [16] The appearance of the wheels and their work was as the look of a chrysolite; and they four had one likeness; and their appearance and their work was as it were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. [17] When they went, they went upon their four sides; they turned not when they went. [18] As for their rims, they were high and dreadful; and they four had their rims full of eyes round about. [19] And when the living creatures went, the wheels went beside them; and when the living creatures were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. [20] Whithersoever the Spirit was to go, they went, thither would [their] spirit go; and the wheels were lifted up along with them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels. [21] When those went, they went; and when those stood, they stood; and when those were lifted up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up along with them: for the spirit of the living creature was in the wheels.

Ecclesiastes 12:14 (JND) [14] For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.

Ezekiel 1:28 (JND) [28] As the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness round about. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of Jehovah. And when I saw, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of one that spoke.

1 Timothy 6:16 (JND) [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

Galatians 6:7 (JND) [7] Be not deceived: God is not mocked; for whatever a man shall sow, that also shall he reap.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.



THE TESTIMONY

C. A. Coates 

“And on the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle of the tent of testimony ... And when the cloud rose from the tent, then the children of Israel journeyed; and at the place where the cloud stood still, there the children of Israel encamped”, Numbers 9: 15–18. The Lord would give His people very great interest in “the cloud”, and especially in the place which it has in directing their collective spiritual movements. It is mentioned fourteen times in Numbers 9 and 10. This is a new form of guidance which was not known until the tabernacle was set up. 

The cloud had been seen before as going before the people by day and by night to lead them in the way out of Egypt (Exodus 13; 21, 22). Its leading then was with tender consideration for a people who were not yet prepared to face conflict. In the early days of our spiritual history there is a divine leading which has regard to our weakness and inexperience, and the possibility of our being discouraged, and which takes us around to avoid “the way of the land of the Philistines”. God has to teach us how to walk before we are prepared to fight (see Hosea 11: 1–3). Then when the Egyptians pursued Israel “the pillar of the cloud went from before them, and stood behind them. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel”, Exodus 14: 19, 20. It teaches that God is for us against all the power of the enemy. 

When, after the making of the golden calf, Moses pitched the tent outside the camp, “it came to pass when Moses entered into the tent, the pillar of cloud descended, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and (Jehovah) talked with Moses”, Exodus 33: 9. God sanctioned in a remarkable way the act of His servant; all the people had to recognise that Moses was approved by Him. It was not that Moses followed the cloud, but the cloud followed him! In a day of general departure the cloud is with those who are faithful, and who maintain what is due to the Lord. 

But in Numbers 9: 15 the cloud is seen covering the tabernacle of the tent of testimony. The testimony had now taken definite and complete form; that is, of course, in a typical way. 

There was something set up in this world which was of God in every detail. It was then material and typical, but it has now been set up in a real and spiritual way. The whole mind of God as to what He would have to be set forth in testimony has now taken form. Whatever is of God, as set forth in Christ or which is the product of His work in His saints, 

can now be viewed as a complete whole. That is the thought suggested in the tabernacle of testimony. 

Exodus is largely occupied in bringing before us the constructive side—how God’s mind can be worked out by the Spirit through the affections and wisdom of His people so that it takes a concrete form. The material is there seen as furnished by the people, and their wise-hearted labour gives it form according to the pattern seen in the mount. This speaks of things being worked out, so that they do not remain abstract truth merely, but take concrete form. This is a very important side of things; the truth is not to be left abstract; it is to take shape in a practical way. 

But it is to be noticed that the tabernacle is only called “the tabernacle of the testimony” once in Exodus, and that is when the constructive work is finished (Exodus 38: 21). It is evident that the testimony must be, in itself, a complete whole, and must comprise all that in which the mind of God is set forth. In Numbers it is eight times called the tabernacle or tent of the testimony, and the Levites are appointed over it, and encamp round it, and keep its charge, and Aaron and his sons serve before it as priests. So that in this book the saints are not looked at as the tabernacle, but as set in relation to it in a military or levitical or priestly way. The testimony of God is contemplated as something complete in itself, now committed into the hands of men so that God may be served in relation to it, and that it may be carried through the wilderness without damage or deterioration. The people of God are all set, according to this book, in relation to “the tent of testimony”. It is our bond holding us in unity, our chief interest and holy charge; and it is in relation to it that we serve God. Now “the cloud” 

covers that; it is the one thing which God sanctions as being altogether of Himself, and constituting His testimony. It ought to be a great concern to us that there is such a thing today as “the tabernacle of the tent of testimony”, and “the cloud” covers it. “The cloud” does not cover what is of man; it rests on what the Lord has pitched and not man. 

Then we learn another thing of great importance. “When the cloud rose from the tent, then the children of Israel journeyed; and at the place where the cloud stood still, there the children of Israel encamped”, Numbers 9: 17. That which is of God, and which He sanctions by His presence, is not a stationary thing. It was designed to be carried from one pitching place to another by levitical service, and the time which it remained in each place was determined by the time the cloud remained on it. This has nothing to do with providential guidance in regard to the circumstances of our individual pathway. All the exercises connected with the movements of the tabernacle of testimony are collective exercises. This kind of guidance has to do with collective movements on the part of the people of God. If the cloud moves we have all to move together. It is, of course, important that we should not move in self-will in our individual path, but that we should be dependent on God for every detail in it. He will certainly not fail those who confide in Him as to that. But the movements here are the movements of the tent of testimony, and everyone in the Israel of God has to move with them, or be left behind. 

We have to accept it as part of God’s revealed truth that there is such a thing as the divine testimony in this world, and that God orders His people in relation to it. His interest is there, 

“the cloud” is there; not on tabernacles that men 

have pitched—there are many of them—but on the tabernacle which the Lord has pitched. 

There is something which is of God, and “the cloud” is on that. Those who move with it know the blessedness of moving with God, and having His presence with them. If we do not move with the cloud we shall lose the light and power of God’s presence. I do not say that we shall cease to be the subjects of His love and faithful care, but we shall not be moving with Him. 

The truth of “the tabernacle of testimony”, like many other parts of the truth, has been obscured for many centuries. It may be doubted whether the saints generally even in the early days of the church’s history entered into the wondrous wealth and spiritual import of the types. They may have been, like many other parts of Scripture, amongst the divine treasures held in reserve for the last days, that the mind of God might be apprehended in its entirety by saints of the assembly before this marvellous period ends. At any rate, it is certain that the truth of the tabernacle system has shone out again in recent times for the illumination of faith in a way that has not been known since the days of the apostles. Many thousands of saints have apprehended that there is such a thing as the tabernacle of testimony, and have realised that “the cloud” covers it. 

But then there is another thing. This chapter speaks very definitely of collective movements under divine guidance in relation to the tent of testimony. The cloud remains so long in one place, and then it moves on. This is a feature of great interest and importance in connection with the testimony. It will be found in different positions, and will move according to divine sovereignty from one position to another. God thus intimates that He will, from time to time, give a new exercise to His people; 

they will have to move on to apprehend things from a different spiritual standpoint. Not that the testimony itself changes, but it has to be viewed in a new setting. 

Do you look at the testimony from the same standpoint now as you did ten years ago? If you do, it raises the question whether you have been moving with “the cloud”. People who live on the ministry of the past, and neglect that of the present, are not watching the cloud. It is good to recognise all that has been of God in the past; indeed we see its true value more clearly as we move on with what He is giving and supporting today. The ministry of the present does not discredit the ministry of the past; it develops and enlarges it, and brings out more clearly the mind of the Spirit in it. The spiritual man alone discerns the movement of “the cloud”. 

The sons of Aaron the priests blow with the trumpets; they are the first to see the cloud move, and they give the trumpet call to all Israel. The spiritual ministry of the moment, at any time, indicates where the cloud is. That ministry is not merely the exercise of gift in a levitical way; it is the present voice of the Spirit. “He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies”. 

Get alongside anyone who is moving with the cloud, and he would be able to say, Everything is opening up to me in a new and blessed way. I am kept in exercise all the time, but I am realising more and more what a wondrous thing Christianity is. And you might ask, Are you alone in this experience? And he could say, Oh, no; there are thousands of others who share it, who are learning the necessity of moving on, at the cost of much exercise, with the testimony. They are all seeing things in the same new way, and wondering at the blessed movements of the cloud. That is why we get together as often as we can to break bread, to pray, to read the Scriptures, and to converse of the things we are delighting in. 

If people do not move with the cloud they soon begin to look with distrust and suspicion at those who do. And sometimes they make themselves quite miserable over what is making others divinely happy. We may depend upon it that the, cloud will move whether we do or not. The trumpets will sound, and joy and prosperity in relation to the testimony will depend on hearing them and moving forward. 

When the cloud dwelt the children of Israel “kept the charge of Jehovah, and journeyed not” (Numbers 9: 19). It is important to keep the charge. We must not hurry away from a divine exercise too quickly, or we shall fail to get the good of it confirmed in our souls. If the cloud is “long upon the tabernacle” there is need for time to gain the spiritual benefit of the new outlook. If a “few days”, the exercise can be matured more quickly. Sometimes it is only “from the evening until the morning”, or “a day and .a night”, or “two days”, or “a month”, or “many days”. There is nothing stereotyped or mechanical about it; we are kept in daily dependence, and in readiness to move as soon as the cloud rises. “The cloud” directs the movements of a living people. The movements of the testimony are a test to the affections and spiritual energies of the saints, but they are a source of continual freshness and gain to those who move with them. 

(From ‘Outline of Numbers’, chapter 9)


Scripture references

Numbers 9:15-18 (JND) [15] And on the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle of the tent of testimony; and at even it was upon the tabernacle as the appearance of fire, until the morning. [16] So it was continually: the cloud covered it, and at night it was as the appearance of fire. [17] And when the cloud rose from the tent, then the children of Israel journeyed; and at the place where the cloud stood still, there the children of Israel encamped. [18] According to the commandment of Jehovah the children of Israel journeyed, and according to the commandment of Jehovah they [remained] encamped; all the days that the cloud dwelt upon the tabernacle they encamped.

Numbers 9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after their departure from the land of Egypt, saying, [2] Let the children of Israel also hold the passover at its set time; [3] on the fourteenth day in this month between the two evenings, ye shall hold it at its set time; according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ordinances thereof shall ye hold it. …

Numbers 10 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Exodus 13 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Hallow unto me every firstborn, whatever breaketh open the womb among the children of Israel, of man and of cattle: it is mine. [3] And Moses said to the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for with a powerful hand hath Jehovah brought you out from this; and nothing leavened shall be eaten. …

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Hosea 11:1-3 (JND) [1] When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son. [2] As they called them, so they went from them: they sacrificed unto the Baals, and burned incense to graven images. [3] And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, He took them upon his arms, but they knew not that I healed them.

Exodus 14:19-20 (JND) [19] And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before them, and stood behind them. [20] And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and was a cloud and darkness, and lit up the night; and the one did not come near the other all the night.

Exodus 33:9 (JND) [9] And it came to pass when Moses entered into the tent, the pillar of cloud descended, and stood at the entrance of the tent, and [Jehovah] talked with Moses.

Numbers 9:15 (JND) [15] And on the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle of the tent of testimony; and at even it was upon the tabernacle as the appearance of fire, until the morning.

Exodus 38:21 (JND) [21] These are the things numbered of the tabernacle, the tabernacle of the testimony, which were counted, according to the commandment of Moses, by the service of the Levites, under the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.

Numbers 9:17 (JND) [17] And when the cloud rose from the tent, then the children of Israel journeyed; and at the place where the cloud stood still, there the children of Israel encamped.

Numbers 9:19 (JND) [19] And when the cloud was long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of Jehovah, and journeyed not.



CIRCUMSTANCES

Peter Reid 

Are your circumstances testing? 

Are there trials day by day? 

Do you think you’d please Him better 

If He’d led some other way? 

If He’d giv’n some other pathway, 

With less sorrow, trial, pain, 

Do you think you’d please Him better, 

Or His features more would gain? 

Oh the love, the skill, the wisdom 

Of the One who placed you there, 

He has perfect understanding, 

Knowing all that you can bear. 

In this sin-marred scene of sorrow 

Love could never let us rest; 

Take your circumstances from Him 

And you’ll prove that they are best. 

Glasgow 

Much pressure entered into the life of the author of these lines. After the death of his wife an illness left him completely helpless and he spent some years in hospital in that condition until the Lord took him in 1959. 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by C. Ellis, Billericay, Essex, England
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