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THE ASSEMBLY


Matthew 13:44-46;  Psalm 45:8-15;  Acts 20:25-28

It will be evident from the scriptures read that what is in mind is to speak of the assembly.  We have to understand that the assembly is God’s masterpiece at this present time.  What we have had already today about the person of our Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly One, is truth of the highest order.  I believe that it is a principle with God that, when He introduces something that is precious, He also provides with that precious truth a sphere in which it may be enjoyed.  God did so with Adam and with Israel, but God has set up a living sphere in which the greatest truth of all, which teaches us about Christ and the assembly, can not only be known, but understood and appreciated by those to whom it is given.

I read in Matthew first of all because Matthew begins with the truth of the kingdom.  It is often said that the truth of the kingdom makes way for the truth of the assembly, and we see in the early chapters of Matthew how the Lord Jesus sets out His thoughts as to the kingdom.  Chapters 5, 6 and 7 particularly bring out these truths, but what we find is that, as they were rejected by Israel, so the Lord Jesus in His thoughts and teaching turned away, so to speak, from Israel.  So In chapter 11, where He speaks about His rejection, He says, “I praise thee Father, Lord of the heaven and the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent and hast revealed them to babes”, Matt.11:25.  We, beloved brethren, are among the babes; we are among those whom the Lord had in mind for these great truths of which we speak.  

So Jesus speaks here in chapter 13 about the kingdom, but what in fact shines out is the truth of the assembly.  We have had already today the need to commit ourselves to what is of God as made known in Christ.  Everything that God has done from the beginning was patterned on Christ, because it says that Adam was a figure of Him that is to come (Rom.5:14).  As we are occupied with our Lord Jesus, what comes into expression in the saints are features of Christ, and that is what constitutes the assembly.  We cannot overlook the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, for He forms those features in us, because the assembly is made up of persons who are formed like Christ.  I repeat that God greatly values the assembly; indeed it is His.  The last scripture brings that out; God has purchased the assembly, it is His, and hence He values it.  It is important to see how valuable the assembly is.  When you look round, what do you see?  A few saints gathered from various localities, many small.  But remember that man of old, Daniel, who prayed three times a day towards Jerusalem.  Publicly, Jerusalem was a ruin.  We might look at the assembly outwardly and say, Where is it?  But what Daniel was looking at was not man’s idea; he was looking at God’s thoughts about Jerusalem.  If we are going to be maintained in the light of God’s thoughts, we have to view things from His side.

Where we read in Matthew, it speaks of a merchant seeking beautiful pearls, but it does not say that he found one.  It says that he found “one pearl of great value”.  What I understand from that is that the merchant found something at last that exactly suited him and met his desires.  You will remember that, in the garden, Adam “found no helpmate, his like” (Gen.2:20), but at last, God brought to him the woman, and Adam said, “This time …”.  That is the language of satisfied affection.  I am saying this to appeal especially to our younger brethren.  The assembly is not a scattering of a few meetings here and there; it is a grand concept in the divine mind which God greatly values.  I would add that the truth and the light of the assembly can be worked out in a very small conditions; the “two or three” of Matthew 18.  It is interesting that in the epistle to the Ephesians, Paul speaks of the all-various wisdom of God being made known through the assembly (Eph.3:10).  When God made the creation, according to Proverbs 8, it says “then I was by him, his nursling” (v.30); wisdom was there.  But the full flowering of God’s matchless wisdom shone out when the assembly was brought into being, and in the way in which the assembly is maintained now through her glorious living Head.  Be assured that God has not given up His thoughts in any degree about Christ and the assembly.  You may see small meetings, and exercises among the saints, some of long standing.  What is it for?  It has in mind that the all-various wisdom of God should be worked out in a practical way, and seen not so much by men around, but that the testimony to it has heavenly families, heavenly beings, in mind.

In Psalm 45, we see not now so much the work of Christ, although of course, we must not minimise the work of Christ in any sense, because He says in Matthew 16 that “on this rock I will build my assembly” (v.18).  But I have the impression that the presence and power of the Holy Spirit is something which we also need to think more about.  I say that not as criticising, but as feeling my own lack.  What we see in this section that we read is a reference to the queen, and there are references to her clothing which I want to speak about.  In verse 9, it speaks of the queen in gold of Ophir, in verse 13 it speaks of her clothing being of wrought gold, and in verse 14 it speaks of raiment of embroidery.  I believe that all of these things were types of what is seen now in the assembly.  Let me stress again that although we are in a broken day, yet it is possible to see assembly features in the gatherings of the saints.  They come into expression substantially.  It is the work of the Spirit which brings out these beauties in the assembly, but it is also the work of the Spirit that causes the saints to appreciate what they see of God’s work.  

It speaks first of all about the queen in gold of Ophir; I think that would suggest her fitness for the presence of the king.  Then it refers to wrought gold; that is gold which has been worked with.  Gold can be worked into very thin, fine pieces of wire.  In fact, it says in regard of the priests’ clothing that it included woven cords of gold (Ex.39:17).  I suggest that the exercises through which the saints pass have something of this in mind.  Many are passing through quite severe exercises, some of long duration.  But it is important to see that the exercises through which God passes the saints have a definite end in view.  In men’s affairs, things are often started, but then it does not work out for various reasons.  God does nothing without a purpose.  The Lord Jesus, when He was here, never ever uttered an idle word or performed an idle action.  And so in relation to the experiences of the saints, I would say this to the younger brethren – remember the scripture that says that “whatever God doeth, it shall be for ever”, Eccles.3:14.  That conveys to me that what God is doing in your soul will stand the test of eternity; it is not only for time.  Sometimes, we get an impression of Christ, then we might forget it, but then we find that the Spirt of God brings that up again in your soul when you need it.  

The third reference here is to raiment of embroidery.  I think that this was to appeal to the eye of the one who was looking on.  I would ask a question, and not only of the younger brethren: do you have any sense when you gather with the saints, especially at the Supper, that the Lord is pleased with you?  You may say, I did not do well last week.  If there is something on your mind or heart, put it right.  When you come to the Supper, you see the loaf, speaking of the perfect Man, perfectly obedient, flawless.  Then you look at the cup, and you might think, I will never be up to the level of that Man.  But what does God say to us in the cup?  One of the things that He says is, “their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more”, Heb.10:17.  That is the new covenant, and the scripture comes in as a reassuring touch from God Himself.  

To go on to our third scripture, we have spoken of Christ’s assembly, and of how the Holy Spirit operates in the assembly, but now we see that it is God’s assembly.  I want to appeal on this ground: if you have an impression in your heart of Christ and the assembly – who gave it to you?  You might say, I read it in the scriptures.  But others read the scriptures and might not get that impression.  What I am trying to convey is that, if you have an impression, God gave it to you, and He does it because He loves you.  We must not underestimate the work of God.  We are sinners, of course, we know that, but do not underestimate what God has done in your soul.  When this hall, this town, and this country are all left behind, what is in your soul will remain, and God will clothe it with a body of glory, a body that is suited to His work in your soul.  That is worth remembering.  And the assembly is God’s, it is for God.  I am not setting aside the fact that it is Christ’s assembly, but God’s final thought in making man was man and woman, in type, Christ and the assembly.  What is the assembly to God?  It is a dwelling place – have you ever thought of that?  God will dwell eternally in the assembly.  It is a vessel of praise; the Lord Jesus said that prophetically, “in the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”, Heb.2:12.  

Let us remember these things when we are together on Lord’s day morning.  For two thousand years, God has preserved the Supper, the loaf and the cup.  Not only has He preserved the institution, He has preserved persons in relation to it so that its significance should be protected.  It is your privilege and mine to have part in these things.  It is a great matter to have the sense that God has an interest in each one of us, and has called us, but remember that you had an identity in the divine mind before the world was created.  God thought of you; He has “chosen us in him before the world’s foundation”, Eph.1:4.  That includes you and me.  

May we have a greater sense of what the assembly means to Christ and to God, for His name’s sake.

Address at Bad Endbach, Germany

14 May 2010

R. Gray




Scripture references

Matthew 13:44-46 (JND) [44] The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field. [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

Psalms 45:8-15 (JND) [8] Myrrh and aloes, cassia, are all thy garments; out of ivory palaces stringed instruments have made thee glad. [9] Kings' daughters are among thine honourable women; upon thy right hand doth stand the queen in gold of Ophir. [10] Hearken, daughter, and see, and incline thine ear; and forget thine own people and thy father's house: [11] And the king will desire thy beauty; for he is thy Lord, and worship thou him. [12] And the daughter of Tyre with a gift, the rich ones among the people, shall court thy favour. [13] All glorious is the king's daughter within; her clothing is of wrought gold: [14] She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of embroidery; the virgins behind her, her companions, shall be brought in unto thee: [15] With joy and gladness shall they be brought; they shall enter into the king's palace.

Acts 20:25-28 (JND) [25] And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom [of God], shall see my face no more. [26] Wherefore I witness to you this day, that I am clean from the blood of all, [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God. [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Romans 5:14 (JND) [14] but death reigned from Adam until Moses, even upon those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression, who is [the] figure of him to come.

Genesis 2:20 (JND) [20] And Man gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the heavens, and to every beast of the field; but as for Adam, he found no helpmate, his like.

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Ephesians 3:10 (JND) [10] in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God,

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Exodus 39:17 (JND) [17] And they put the two wreathen [cords] of gold in the two rings on the ends of the breastplate;

Ecclesiastes 3:14 (JND) [14] I know that whatever God doeth, it shall be for ever; there is nothing to be added to it, nor anything to be taken from it; and God doeth [it], that [men] should fear before him.

Hebrews 10:17 (JND) [17] and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more.

Hebrews 2:12 (JND) [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises.

Ephesians 1:4 (JND) [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love;



THE JUST ONE


1 Peter 3:17,18 (to “God”);  2 Corinthians 5;19-21;  Galatians 2:15,16

These are immense statements that we have read.  Firstly, that there is one Person who could be described as “the just”.  Does anyone have any difficulty with that?  There has only ever been one Man who could be described as “the just”.  In every detail of His life and of His being, the Lord Jesus was “the just”.  

You will remember that there was once a Roman court, and the judge who was presiding was a careless man.  During the course of the proceedings, a messenger came in with a message from the judge’s wife, and the message was this: “Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man”, Matt.27:19.  Someone once said that that was like light shining out of darkness1.  I do not know whether it was a message whispered to Pontius Pilate, but he must have been quite disconcerted to find this message being brought to him, and even more so when he discovered what it was; “Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man”.  That is Jesus.  Jesus had, just a few hours before, been arraigned before the high priest, and he answered nothing in His defence.  He only answered the high priest when it was a question of His own Person, who He was, because it says about Him that “he cannot deny himself”, 2 Tim.2:13.  Then, when He was before this Roman court, the governor asked Him, ‘Do you not hear these things that you are accused of?  Are you not answering anything? (Matt.27:13).  But Jesus answered nothing, and it says that “the governor wondered exceedingly (v.14).  He was a careless man, but all of a sudden, there was this statement of wonderful truth that came as a message to him; “Have thou nothing to do with that righteous man”.  

So we have read that Jesus “suffered for sins, the just for the unjust”.  I cannot, I would not, and indeed I need not put any qualification on that statement whatever.  Jesus is “the just”; singular, eternally true – never another one like Him.  And “the unjust” – how I thank God that I need make no limit to “the unjust”.  That is the human race, the world of which it is said that God so loved it that He gave His only-begotten Son (John 3:16).  There is no limit to that.  I hope that there is no-one here who thinks that they are outside of that, who thinks that they are too bad.  If there is, I can tell you simply that Christ has once suffered for sins, the wrong things that we have done, or thought of, even perhaps the wrong things that we wanted to do but did not have the opportunity to do.  They are the things that Jesus suffered for.  If anyone thinks that they are outside of that description, “the unjust”, I have to say – you are not outside of it.  

Or is there somebody here who thinks that they are so good that they do not need Jesus?  I had a serious conversation recently with a man who I have known through my work for a long time, and he has a serious illness.  I had an opportunity to speak with him, but I am not sure I was able to convince him that in the sight of God he is a sinner, and that his works cannot save him.  He spoke of how he had tried to help people, and I do not doubt that that would be true, for he is an upright sort of person.  He said that if he ever saw someone in need or in any kind of trouble, he had tried to help them, and I do not doubt that he did.  I do not believe that there persons in this room who think that they are not sinners, but if there are, just allow me to say that that is not so.  There is nobody here that does not need the Saviour.  This scripture is telling us how the Lord Jesus has dealt with our sins.  He has dealt with them, so fully and so completely and so perfectly, that we might be brought to God.  The unsaved, the lost will suffer because they will be excluded from God.  The scripture describes how awful it will be, and the essence of what they will experience is that they will be eternally separated from God.  

Man needs God.  Person who would deny even the existence of God, and who want to live their lives away from God – these persons need God.  They do.  And it is a very wonderful thing that God needs His creature.  Yes, he does; not at a distance but near to Him.  We spoke yesterday of the altar of earth (Ex.20:24); that represents how God has come right down to where man is.  We read in Romans that God has set forth Christ as a mercy-seat (Rom.3:25).  That part of the ark which was the mercy-seat, made of gold, was hidden away in the holy of holies, shrouded by a veil, and once a year the high priest would go in.  God has changed all that.  It is a wonderful thing that what the mercy-seat represented is a Person, Christ Jesus, and God has set Him forth as a mercy-seat.  You do not need to make any endeavour of your own; God has brought Him out to you.  He sets Christ forth as a mercy-seat, and He is doing it today.  God will not always do that.  I do not think that He will give any notice of it when it ceases.  I think that it will happen in an instant, because when that happens, it will be because the day of grace has ended.  It will not go through a twilight or an autumn; it will go straight from noon to darkness.  It is noon today because Christ is at the right hand of God.

But there is more.  We read in the epistle to the Corinthians that “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself”.  What grace that was!  You can read in the gospels how the Lord Jesus was not here to push people away because of their sins.  He was not like that; in fact, in chapter 15 of Luke’s gospel, it tells how the sinners and the tax-gatherers were coming near to hear Him (v.1), and not just on that day – it was usual.  That was God “in Christ, reconciling the world to himself”.  I think that is marvellous.  And do you know how He was going to do it?  He was going to do it on the occasion of the greatest enmity that could ever be expressed towards God.  The very Man, Jesus, who was here displaying God’s grace – that Man would be put on the cross.  Men would say, ”We will not that this man should reign over us”, Luke 19:14.  God’s grace turned that very occasion at the cross, as His counsel had determined, to be the moment of the infinite outshining of His nature and His grace, and the upholding of His righteousness.  What a wonderful thing!

The apostle Paul entreats here, “Be reconciled to God”, and I would like to entreat for Christ, “Be reconciled to God”.  If there is anyone here who is not, I would entreat that you are reconciled now.  I would not even advise you to go home, I would advise you to settle it now.  We had a young man where I work, twenty nine years of age, and he dropped dead just like that.  There were three first-aiders on him straight away, but he was gone.  It was a solemn thing.  If anyone here is away from God, I would entreat you, be reconciled to Him.  There is no work left for you to do – everything has been done, for Jesus has done it all.  He has borne our sins in His body on the tree (1 Pet.2:24), in that precious body, but not only that, He was “made sin”.  Now this may mean more to some of you than to others, but for anyone who has discovered what it is that is in themselves, the workings of sinful flesh, this will be precious to you.  “Him who knew not sin …”, refers to Jesus as One in whom there never could be sin, who had never had the feelings that we have about sin and lawlessness.  Sin was completely foreign to His being, horrible to Him, and He was made that thing for us.  It is a very great relief for anyone who finds the workings of sinful flesh in themselves to find that Christ was “made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”.  God will eternally have a witness in the presence of the universe to what His righteousness has effected.  

In the epistle to the Galatians, we have the apostle Paul drawing attention to the fact that there was a certain class of people who could be regarded as not so bad as others, and as having certain advantages.  You will notice this striking phrase, “We, Jews by nature, and not sinners of the nations …”.  That is quite a puzzling statement, because scripture very plainly says that “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”, Rom.3:23.  There is no exception to that, so “all have sinned”.  That is to say, Paul had done wrong in the sight of God: that is history.  Then, “come short” is current: what I am doing, what I represent, what I am, is a dishonour to God where I should have been an honour to Him.  Man was made in the image of God (Gen.1:27) so that he might be an honour to God as his Creator, but I have to say that I have been a dishonour to Him.  So “all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God”.  

But Paul is saying, “We, Jews by nature, and not sinners of the nations”: I think that that has a very current bearing, and I would like to give it a current application.  Most of us in this room have not known the excesses that some people have.  For example, I do not think that anyone here has been in prison, but we have certainly all sinned.  Most of you here have been preserved from the excesses of sin in the world, so it is possible that, bringing this scripture up to date, there may be someone here thinking ‘I am not as bad as the people who go to prison; I am not as bad as people who deal in drugs and that sort of thing’.  There may be someone here who is even thinking, ‘I take the bread and the cup at the Lord’s supper’.  I would just like to appeal to everyone here, whoever and wherever you are, that there is no justification for you, and therefore no salvation for your soul, apart from “the faith of Jesus Christ”.  

I have dwelt much personally on this little statement here, “knowing that a man is not justified on the principle of works of law”.  In other words, you are not justified by being a good brother or sister in the meeting.  Then, “nor but by the faith of Jesus Christ”.  That word “nor” is in brackets, and it has come powerfully to me many times that it means never, ever by any other means, but only by the faith of Christ.  And this is a day of grace; we are presenting the Saviour for your acceptance, and God will “with him grant us all things”, Rom.8:32.  With that blessed gift of His Son, and the knowledge of Jesus as your Saviour, He would love to give you the Holy Spirit so that all these things become living to you.  Then you can be on the inside, rather than on the outside looking in.

May the Lord bless the word.

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

10 November 2018

G.J. Richards

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 3:17-18 (JND) [17] For [it is] better, if the will of God should will it, to suffer [as] well-doers than [as] evildoers; [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …

Galatians 2:15-16 (JND) [15] We, Jews by nature, and not sinners of [the] nations, [16] but knowing that a man is not justified on the principle of works of law [nor] but by the faith of Jesus Christ, *we* also have believed on Christ Jesus, that we might be justified on the principle of [the] faith of Christ; and not of works of law; because on the principle of works of law no flesh shall be justified.

Matthew 27:19 (JND) [19] But, as he was sitting on the judgment-seat, his wife sent to him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that righteous [man]; for I have suffered to-day many things in a dream because of him.

2 Timothy 2:13 (JND) [13] if we are unfaithful, *he* abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself.

Matthew 27:13 (JND) [13] Then says Pilate to him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against thee?

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Exodus 20:24 (JND) [24] An altar of earth shalt thou make unto me, and shalt sacrifice on it thy burnt-offerings, and thy peace-offerings, thy sheep and thine oxen: in all places where I shall make my name to be remembered, I will come unto thee, and bless thee.

Romans 3:25 (JND) [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God;

Luke 19:14 (JND) [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us.

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Genesis 1:27 (JND) [27] And God created Man in his image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?



TRUSTING IN THE SAVIOUR


Proverbs 14:32 (from “but the righteous”)

This scripture has been before me since the Lord took home our dear brother, and I have been confirmed in thinking about it by the hymn which we have just sung:-

‘Thou gav’st Thyself our love to win,

   Our full confiding trust’      (Hymn 6)

Our dear brother whose body we will bury today was an example of this scripture.  He trusted in his Saviour, the Lord Jesus.  I would like to speak about that.  The translator offers another form of words for “trusteth”, which is ‘is full of confidence’2.  A person who is righteous according to God is full of confidence, even in his death, and that marked our dear brother.  He trusted in the One whom he had come to love early in his life.  More than 80 years ago, our brother put his confidence and trust in Christ as his Saviour.  

It is the righteous who are spoken of here; “the righteous trusteth, even in his death”.  Practical righteousness is a product of the righteousness that is according to God, and our brother was righteous according to God.  We sang about that in our hymn too:-

‘Jesus, the One who knew not sin,

   Made sin to make us just’.

The word ‘just’ means righteous.  In trusting in the Lord Jesus, we come to know the One of whom the scripture speaks as “Him who knew not sin”.  He was “made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him” (2 Cor.5:21).  Every believer in the Lord Jesus is among the righteous.  It would be wonderful if someone here who has not yet trusted in Christ were to put their faith in Him now, trusting in the One who has been made sin to make us just and coming into the good of the righteousness that is according to God.  “God’s righteousness” – what a standard of righteousness that is, and our dear brother was on that ground, the ground of God’s righteousness, as trusting in his Saviour, in Jesus.  There is no other righteousness.  If the standard was our righteousness, how short we would fall, but God has in mind that people should be before Him in His righteousness, as set out in Christ, and available to everyone who believes in our Lord Jesus, the One who has done the work.  

What a work was done by the One who was made sin, involving suffering that we cannot fathom, a matter worked out between that Man suffering on the cross and His God to God’s full and eternal satisfaction, and giving God a righteous basis to confer righteousness on those who believe in His Son.  Our brother did that many, many years ago, and trusted in his Saviour.  The trust that he had in Jesus came out in his conversation.  How attractive it was to take account of that.  How blessed it is to have your trust, your full confidence, in One who is the Son of God, who has died for your sins, who is raised, and is living and glorified now, unassailably beyond the power of death.  That is where Jesus is, and He is available for every one of us as an Object for our faith, trust and confidence.  Our dear brother enjoyed that, and we saw it in him.  It is a fine thing to read a scripture, and see that a believer whom you have known has manifested that scripture – it is the work of God substantially and reliably in that person.  There would be no point in having confidence in myself in the face of death.  Death is man’s greatest weakness, as has often been said, but our brother’s trust and confidence were not in himself but in Another who is entirely worthy of it.

There is another scripture in which the apostle Paul speaks of being “confident … and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord” (2 Cor.5:8).  Our brother is now absent from the body and present with the Lord.  He had complete confidence that that would be so, and in his time here, he looked forward keenly to being with his Saviour.  He is with Him now.  What was true by faith in the life here of our dear brother, he is enjoying now in the presence and the company of the One who died for him, who lives now, and in whom our brother placed his trust.  He is with Him, and enjoying the presence of that One he so longed to see.  

That happy, confiding trust that our brother had in his Saviour, that assurance and joy and confidence, is available to everyone.  If there is someone here who does not know the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, there is nothing to prevent you from placing your trust in that blessed One now, and knowing for yourself the joy of confidence in One who has been here as a blessed Man, who has died in love for us, who has been raised and lives now.  A link with the Man in glory – what a completely sound and eternal Object of confidence and trust, a blessed Man beyond death in glory.  Our brother trusted Him, and enjoyed that confidence and trust, and he displayed it.  It is because of who Jesus is that our confidence and trust can be fully in Him.  May we be comforted and encouraged by these thoughts, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a burial, Grangemouth

20 December

A.M. Brown

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 14:32 (JND) [32] The wicked is driven away by his evil-doing; but the righteous trusteth, [even] in his death.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

2 Corinthians 5:8 (JND) [8] we are confident, I say, and pleased rather to be absent from the body and present with the Lord.



FEATURES SEEN IN CALEB


Numbers 14:24;  Joshua 14:6-14

Caleb’s history is very interesting.  We have read of when he was eighty-five years old, but he was not always an old man.  He was one who had come out from Egypt; he must have been a young man then.  He had come through the Red Sea, which typically speaks of Christ’s death for me.  How wonderful that is!  Our brother who we will bury today knew that; he committed himself to the Lord Jesus at a young age.  What was Caleb’s secret?  His secret was that, in type, he had his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, he had committed himself to God, and God sustained him through everything.  That is a wonderful matter.  During his whole life, Caleb was with God and God was with him.  There are features that were seen in him – we read of him having another spirit – and I think that we could say that our brother had another spirit in him.  What spirit was it?  I would suggest that it was the Spirit of Jesus Christ, the One whom he loved, the One whom he knew had died for him on the cross at Calvary, the One in whom he had his faith and trust.  

So Caleb had come out of Egypt and went through the Red Sea, then he journeyed through the wilderness for forty years.  That speaks of believers’ day to day lives in this world which crucified and rejected the Lord Jesus; it becomes a wilderness to us.  During that time, Caleb learned God, he learned the grace that was available.  He knew in principle what it was to receive the gift of the Spirit and to move through the wilderness, to walk in newness of life.  Our brother knew and exhibited all of these things.  

We have read of Caleb as an old man, eighty-five years old, but he was still strong, there was still spiritual strength in him.  I think we have seen in our brother that there was a spiritual strength which marked him to the very end.   What the Lord Jesus did for our brother, He can do for you.  As the old hymn writer put it, ‘What He’s done for others, He can do for you’.  Jesus is available today.  You can come to know Him as our brother knew Him, you can come under the shelter of His precious blood.  In each of the houses of the children of Israel when they were in Egypt, the blood was put on the door posts and the lintel.  Come under the shelter of the blood of Jesus  and be able to say, ‘Christ died for me’.  What a Saviour Christ is, and our brother used to love to speak of Him.  Perhaps you have been in his house when he spoke to you, and then when you went away, I have no doubt that he prayed for you. 

There were features seen in Caleb which were seen in our brother.  Another feature seen in Caleb was that he was not critical.  He was eighty-five years old.  He had been in the wilderness for forty years.  He had been one of those who had spied out the land, who went into the inheritance and saw what it was, and what marked him was that he believed God.  God said that He was going to bring His people Israel into the land, and Caleb believed Him.  Caleb’s confidence was in God, and he knew that God was able to bring them into the land.  The other spies had said that there were giants in the land (Num.13:33), and that the people were not able for it, but Caleb believed God.  He was eighty-five years old and he was looking for his inheritance.  What does that speak of?  It speaks of the purpose of God.  Caleb wanted Hebron; it was what God had said that he would have.  In the chapter before we read in Numbers, it tells us that “Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt”, Num.13:22.  What does that mean?  It means that there was something there before this world, and it was in God’s purpose.  God’s purpose is that we are to come into the land and enjoy the inheritance, enjoy Christ where He is.  You do not have to wait until you go to heaven to enjoy the inheritance; the inheritance is to be enjoyed now.  Our brother enjoyed it – that was the secret of his life.  Caleb knew what God’s purpose was during all those forty years when he was not yet in the land, but it was in his heart before he was in it in actuality.  

Another feature that marked Caleb was the way in which he was able to present things attractively.  Caleb does not represent what is gifted exactly, but he demonstrates what he was himself in the enjoyment of.  He could say that whoever took the city, “to him will I gave Achsah my daughter as wife”, Josh.15:16.  Caleb was in principle able to set out the truth of the assembly attractively, because, in type, he loved it.  The upper springs and the lower springs (v.19) speak of the Spirit and His service in enabling us to enjoy the inheritance and in helping us in our exercises down here.

May each one of us be helped in our commitments.  Caleb committed himself as a young man.  Our brother committed himself as a young man, and that commitment went right through his life.  Now he has been taken.  Some of us were speaking here last Lord’s day afternoon about what the Lord does Himself.  The Lord Himself is going to come, He is going to wake with an assembling shout those who are fallen asleep.  Our brother will have part in that.  The Lord Himself has come and has put him to sleep; that is what the Lord Himself has done.  What a gracious act of the Lord Jesus. 

Another thing that our brother used to love to speak about was the rapture, the Lord’s coming for His own.  The hymn writer said:

‘The sky, not the grave, is our goal’      (Hymn 238)

That was really what our brother’s life was; he was looking for the rapture.  The Lord has been pleased to take him, and he is at no disadvantage.  The dead in Christ are at no disadvantage, because the “dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them”, 1 Thess.4:17.  

Scripture does not tell us about the death of Caleb, and in that sense, I think he represents those who wait for the Lord’s coming, who represent the work of God in those who love Him and know Him.  These features which marked Caleb were features which in some measure marked our brother, and they are to mark you, they are to mark me.  May we be helped in these things, and may we be encouraged, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a burial, Grangemouth
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Scripture references

Numbers 14:24 (JND) [24] But my servant Caleb, because he hath another spirit in him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he came; and his seed shall possess it.

Joshua 14:6-14 (JND) [6] Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea. [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. [8] And my brethren that had gone up with me made the heart of the people melt; but I wholly followed Jehovah my God. [9] And Moses swore on that day, saying, The land whereon thy feet have trodden shall assuredly be thine inheritance, and thy children's for ever! for thou hast wholly followed Jehovah my God. [10] And now behold, Jehovah has kept me alive, as he said, these forty-five years, since Jehovah spoke this word to Moses, when Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now behold, I am this day eighty-five years old. [11] I am still this day strong, as in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out and to come in. [12] And now give me this mountain, of which Jehovah spoke in that day; for thou heardest in that day that Anakim are there, and great fortified cities. If so be Jehovah shall be with me, then I shall dispossess them, as Jehovah said. [13] And Joshua blessed him, and gave Hebron to Caleb the son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. [14] Hebron therefore became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed Jehovah the God of Israel.

Numbers 13:33 (JND) [33] and there have we seen giants the sons of Anak are of the giants and we were in our sight as grasshoppers, and so we were also in their sight.

Numbers 13:22 (JND) [22] And they went up by the south, and came to Hebron; and Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were there. Now Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.

Joshua 15:16 (JND) [16] And Caleb said, He that smites Kirjath-sepher and takes it, to him will I give Achsah my daughter as wife.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



WHAT THE LORD JESUS DOES HIMSELF


John 20:19;  John 14:1-3;  1 Thessalonians 4:14-18;  Luke 24:15

It is a blessed matter to think of the way in which the Lord Jesus served His own.  He served the disciples when He was here, and that service continues, beloved brethren.  It has impressed me that the Lord continues to serve His own in a very personal way.  If you belong to the Lord, you are the subject of divine interest.  The epistle to the Hebrews speaks of a High Priest who is always interceding for us (Heb.7:25).  It is a continuing matter.

I have read these scriptures because they refer to what the Lord Jesus did Himself.  It is a very blessed matter to take account of the Lord Jesus as having come out of death.  You will remember that there were those who went to the tomb, and in one account they saw an angel of the Lord (Matt.28:2-7).  You might have said, that would have been enough for those disciples to know that the Lord was out of death, that He had broken its power.  In another account, there were two men (Luke 24:4); there was witness there in the two, and you might have said, that would be enough.  But no; John tells us that Jesus came and stood in the midst.  He made Himself known to His own.  You might say, He wanted His own to have that personal touch from Himself.  What that must have meant to those persons who were gathered, not only to see the Lord, but to hear these words, “Peace be to you”.  They heard these words from the lips of a risen, living Man, One who had been into death, but One who was now out of death, having broken its power for ever.  He came in amongst His own, Himself, and He continues to do that.  I wonder if you have ever had the experience at the breaking of bread of the Lord coming Himself, not corporeally, but by the Spirit.  We can know that the Lord has made Himself known; the Lord would see to that Himself, to give us the touch which we need.  I often think that the Lord Jesus knows exactly what we need, and He is able to bring it in.  That is wonderful.  At this time, what did these disciples need?  They needed to see the Lord, they needed their hearts filled with Himself personally.  And we need that at the present time; the Lord’s own touch.

In John 14, He says, “I go to prepare you a place”.  Again, the Lord Jesus does this Himself by going into the presence of the Father Himself to prepare a place for you and me.  That is precious.  Do you have that assurance that there is a place for you with Christ?  It is a blessed matter that the Lord Jesus, the One who conquered death, has ascended and is glorified, and He has prepared a place for His own.  He does not say here that it is in heaven, although surely the Lord fills that place; He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”.  That is the prepared place; it is with Christ.  How precious!  I trust that you have that assurance, that when the Lord comes, that place for you in glory is assured.  He has done it Himself by going in to the presence of the Father.  

Then, this touch in Thessalonians as to those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.  Another dear brother has been taken in this locality.  The Lord has had to do with that.  The Lord Himself has put our brother to sleep, all in the divine timing; the Lord did it Himself.  It is a precious matter, beloved, to see that the personal service of Jesus continues, not only to meet your need, not only to save you from your sins, but, the Lord’s personal service is towards you through your whole life, right to the time when you leave this scene when you are taken by Him – if you are taken, because some here may be among “the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord”.  But the Lord Jesus Himself has to do with the death of one of His saints; “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”, Ps.116:15.  Then Paul goes on to assure us that the Lord is coming again.  He is not going to leave it to another, He is not going to leave it to an angel, He is coming Himself.  What a precious matter it is that “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air”.  It will be the Lord’s personal service to His own.  Why?  Because they are precious to Him.  He is coming for all those who belong to Him.

In Luke’s gospel, there is this beautiful touch again.  I love this scripture; “Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them”.  There are sorrowing brethren in this locality who need to prove that, along with us all, and we will.  The Lord Jesus Himself, no matter what comes into your life, is ready to draw near to you Himself.  It is very precious; He does it Himself.  May we be encouraged, beloved brethren, to see that the Lord loves His own.  How precious too it is, to see His blessed service to His own and to know that He does it Himself.  May we be comforted, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grangemouth

25 December 2018

T.R. Campbell


Scripture references

John 20:19 (JND) [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you.

John 14:1-3 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

1 Thessalonians 4:14-18 (JND) [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Luke 24:15 (JND) [15] And it came to pass as they conversed and reasoned, that Jesus himself drawing nigh, went with them;

Hebrews 7:25 (JND) [25] Whence also he is able to save completely those who approach by him to God, always living to intercede for them.

Matthew 28:2-7 (JND) [2] And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of [the] Lord, descending out of heaven, came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. [3] And his look was as lightning, and his clothing white as snow. [4] And for fear of him the guards trembled and became as dead men. [5] And the angel answering said to the women, Fear not *ye*, for I know that ye seek Jesus the crucified one. [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. [7] And go quickly and say to his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and behold, he goes before you into Galilee, there shall ye see him. Behold, I have told you.

Luke 24:4 (JND) [4] And it came to pass as they were in perplexity about it, that behold, two men suddenly stood by them in shining raiment.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.



EXTRACT – RISEN WITH CHRIST


If a man be risen with Christ, if he be dwelling there, it will shew itself thus.  We shall not be afraid of the changes around. We shall live, not in stupid apathy and listlessness, but in the exercise of lively affections and energies towards the Lord.  One great evidence of my abiding in Christ, is quietness.  I have my portion elsewhere, and I go on.  Another sign is confidence in obeying.

… In our proper place, we get our mind filled and associated with things that leave this world as a little thing -- an atom, in the vastness of the glory which was before the world was.

J.N. Darby Collected Writings Vol.27 p.292
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