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FIDELITY TO CHRIST

J. Earl 

Proverbs 31: 1, 10–12, 23, 26, 28, 31; Mark 14: 3–9; 2 Timothy 2: 22; Revelation 3: 7–11 

I want to draw attention to this woman of worth as setting out for us fidelity to her husband; fidelity to Christ with us. There is a great call for it. Infidelity is prevalent everywhere outside, and it is increasing, but this should the more stir us to be more true to Jesus, to be more true to the One who is the Husband of a wife. What a thought that is! This woman, I think, sets forth the wife idea. Soon the time will come when it will be said, “the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready”, Revelation 19: 7. What a thought that is! What a time it will be, the marriage of the Lamb! He is waiting for it and so are we, waiting patiently. Then it says, “it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright and pure”, Revelation 19: 8. Then we are told that the fine linen is “the righteousnesses of the saints”; we have already had that today. Every little thing that is done for Christ comes into that, the accumulation of righteousnesses is the wedding dress of the wife when this marriage comes. What an encouragement that is for us! We have been cheered by the provision the local brethren here have made for us, but what a cheer to them to think that what they have done is really to the Lord, and He would say, as He will say in a coming day, 

“Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me”, Matthew 25: 40. So that everything that is done, to and for the Lord, enters into this great matter of the preparation of His wife. We are in that time, beloved brethren, it may not be very much more time to run. So it is the time for us to be made ready for what is yet ahead. 

What a dress this wife is going to wear! The work has continued down the dispensation; every stitch that has been put together goes to the making of this garment, and the one 

who has made herself ready to wear it. That garment must be nearly finished, we are on the brink of things. 

So it is important for us to think about what this chapter brings out. It is a prophecy, that is why I read the first verse, it is prophetic, a prophetic description of the Lamb’s wife as He takes account of her. What we get in the chapter, as we do also in the word to Philadelphia, is a cluster of moral qualities, things put together in relation to things done. I want to make a point of that because there is not a word recorded of anything she said; neither is there a word recorded of anything that Philadelphia says; but many things as to what she had done. So it is a question of doing. You will remember that the Lord after serving His own, girding Himself and taking a towel and washing their feet. He says to them, Ye see what I have done unto you; what I have done I have given as an example that ye do. Then He says a little further on, 

“If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 17); the blessing is associated with the doing. 

So this question is raised in Proverbs 31, “Who can find a woman of worth?”. I think the onus rests upon every one of us to find that woman. Solomon did not find her, that is clear, he admits to that. He says in Ecclesiastes 7: 27, “See this which I have found, saith the Preacher, searching one by one”. He is searching all right, he had about a thousand tries, but he did not find what he was seeking. One man among a thousand, he says, I have found, but a woman among those I have not found. I think you can follow what I am seeking to get at. Thousands of believers today have found a man; they believe on Jesus, thank God for it. They take account of His life here; they rest upon His atoning death on the cross; they believe in His resurrection; they know He has gone back to heaven; and they hope when they die to go there too, but they have not found the woman. 

So what we get in Proverbs 31 is an ideal, it is what the man had before him and searched for but did not find. If he had found the woman of worth do you think he would have allowed his heart to be carried away by all those foreign women that he had which brought him into idolatry? Yet by the Spirit of God he set out this ideal before us; it is something for us to follow. “The heart of her husband confideth in her”. How touching that is! The Lord would give us to feel that He has confidence in us to maintain what is for Himself here in this scene until He comes. Sometimes we break down in that confidence, and we have to sorrow over it. 

The Lord generally leaves things in the hands of the saints to work out, and He will give credit. He will praise all that He possibly can. “He shall have no lack of spoil”; is that not what we are here for in one sense? I am not thinking this evening so much of the privilege side, the service of God; I am thinking of the maintenance of things here for Christ, having in mind the moment when He will take over Himself, take control. What a time that will be! But meanwhile are we not seeking spoil for Christ? I trust so. 

So this woman is working industriously for her husband; it is spoil for him. “She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life.” We have to remember that too, every day. What a thing it is to be committed to seeking spoil for Christ every day! Think of the woman in John 4, the woman at Sychar’s well. The Lord had to do with her and she had to do with the Lord. 

There came a moment when she said, “I know that Messias is coming, who is called Christ; when he comes he will tell us all things”, John 4: 25. The Lord said to her, “I who speak to thee am he”. That settled everything for the woman. She had found the Man, and she went away at that point, leaving her water pot behind, and she says to the men in the city, “Come, see a man”, as much as to say, We have never met a Man like this before—“Come, see a man who told me all things I had every done—is not he the Christ?”, John 

4: 29. What good that woman did for Christ that day; it was the first day of her spiritual history, and she filled it out admirably. They were so affected by what she said that they come too, and great blessing is brought into the locality. So how encouraging it is. “Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land”, what a remark that is concerning the woman. She is so committed to his interests that he is known as her husband. How we desire that, dear brethren! I am thinking of the administrative side of things in this chapter; we seem to need a lot of help there. One thing, of course, that would help us perhaps more than anything else, is the concept of what the assembly is to Christ. 

That brings me to the thought that what Solomon sought and did not find, the true Solomon has found. Our thoughts go immediately to Matthew 13, “a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it” (Matthew 13: 45, 46). That is what the Lord has done, and I am linking this with the administrative side of things. You might say, Well that is another figure, the pearl, but the pearl goes through into the city. We have had before us today the foundational side, the names of the twelve in the foundations, but when John sees the city earlier, he takes account of the gates and he finds each gate one pearl. Is that not the thought? How it will help us in any matter at all we take on for the Lord, touching the saints, to be governed by what they are to Him. That is the pearl and every gate just the same, twelve of them. If we are governed by the concept of what the saints are to Christ we will be doing the one thing, and that is very much to be desired. 

She goes on, “She openeth her mouth with wisdom”. That is a practical matter, it searches us all, especially when there is need for discussion as to administrative matters. How readily at times we open our mouths and anything but wisdom comes out, but not this woman, she 

opens her mouth with wisdom. Just let us take account of that—“and upon her tongue is the law of kindness”. That is a needed word too, because what we say should be governed by this idea, this quality of kindness. Kindness has been shown to us, dear brethren; the kindness and love of God our Saviour has reached us. Is it not right that we should be kind to one another, indeed kind in thought to all? So just let our tongues, in future anyway, be governed by the law of kindness. You know we fit a governor to an engine to limit its working so that it does not run too fast and get hot. So that it is a great thing to be governed in this way by wisdom and kindness. Then it speaks of how her husband praises her. I said that before, you praise all you possibly can; then “let her own works praise her in the gates”. I think that is a beautiful suggestion. 

I would encourage every one of us to do what we can for the Lord, while we can, the time may be short. We in Melbourne have lost two brothers and a sister just recently, their part in the testimony is over. They filled out their responsibility, but there is an added weight of responsibility to be shared by those of us who are left. On the other hand, there are some here today that are getting on in years; we look for the Lord to come to take us all to be with Himself, but, if He tarries some more of us will leave this scene of testimony to go to be with the Lord. That will mean that others again will have to step in and carry a greater load of responsibility, or I should say weight perhaps. You remember the message that was left to us by a servant of God at the beginning of his public ministry—The responsibility for the maintenance of the truth rests upon every one of our shoulders—and the need of heeding that was never more needed than at the present time. So let us heed it and take on a little more responsibility for the Lord in the maintenance of what there is for Him here in this testimonial scene. 

So I referred to that woman in Mark’s gospel. I 

think she is a beautiful example of one who is committed in fidelity to Christ. No matter what her surroundings were, a leper’s house, angry people, what she did she did for the Lord, and what she could she did, that is the point I want to make. What she could she has done; that is maximum capacity production, you might say, we hear that everywhere. Let us be like that for Christ. We can all do more I am sure. The Lord defends her action. How much it meant to Him! Why trouble ye the woman? Yet, we will have to be prepared for anything that might come on that line outside, but let us be doing things for Him, and let us be set to do what we can. The Lord is not asking more. Then He says, “Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”. What a thought that is! I think she is a sample of what the grace of God in the gospel can produce. So when we preach the gospel let us bring this forward. I do not necessarily mean this particular passage, but it is the idea; the woman comes in with the Man. 

“What this woman has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her”. 

We have to take up things individually, that—is why I read 2 Timothy, that has also been before us. In fact, I had a few thoughts this morning and as the meeting went on they seemed to come out one by one, and that is confirming. I read this one verse because I am thinking of Philadelphia, not as a position, but as a state to be reached by every one of us. Arrival at Philadelphia is by way of the route in 2 Timothy 2; remember that, and we have these leaders to hold us on course. Righteousness, as we were reminded, is first. How important it is that we should be committed to it, and be prepared to pursue it. I do not think these leaders are static; it is not a question of a point reached and settlement made; these leaders are ever before us. I do not think we ever overtake them; we try at times to bypass them at our own jeopardy. Righteousness stands there and we should stand by it. In the end of the 

second letter to the Corinthians. Paul says, “But we pray to God ... that ye may do what is right” (2 Corinthians 13: 7); that ye may not do evil but what is right. What a concern that is. 

So we pursue along this line after this leader. Then we pursue faith; faith is ever there, and every stand by righteousness confirms faith on our side. We are thinking of these leaders that are before us, and the energy that is required to pursue them, and not be turned aside. Then love; we would like sometimes that it would all be love; but I can say this, that love will never lead anyone to weaken in righteousness. If there is a weakening in righteousness, love is not the cause, a thousand things maybe, but love will always support what is right. Indeed these leaders are supportive of each other. So Paul says in 1 Corinthians, “Let all things ye do be done in love”, 1 Corinthians 16: 14. To sum that up, I think it means that the right thing is done the right way. What ye do is right and done in love. Then peace; peace is ever before us. 

It is a leader; and if righteousness, faith, and love are pursued, peace is the consequence. It is greatly to be desired in the gatherings of the saints. 

We refer to Philadelphia now. As I said before, it is not a question of an ecclesiastical position, not in any sense, and it is not a question of claiming anything either. If we have anything of these qualities, what would be the point of claiming them; and if we do not have them claiming them will not bring them. So the Lord presents Himself as “the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open”. How attractive is the presentation! And then He says, “I know thy works”. The Lord knows, we do not have to say, we do not have to claim, He knows. “I have set before thee an opened door”. The inference is that the door had been closed, but He has opened it. This brings us to the thought that is often before us, of what we call a church revival. How long the Lord has waited for this and we are still in it. This opened door, I think, means that recovered 

persons are brought back to the fulness and richness of Paul’s ministry. Think of how he could say, writing to the Ephesians, “This mystery is great” (Ephesians 5: 32), and so it is, and Paul had it, but he says, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”. Wondrous thought! Christ and the assembly are inseparable in time and eternity, and this recovery has brought us back as recovered persons, and I think when we reach that we have found the woman of worth. I think that is how it works out. 

Then He says, “because thou hast a little power”; how desirable that is, but let the Lord say it—“and hast kept my word”, that is Mary, is it not, sitting at the feet of Jesus listening to His word and retaining it. What the Lord says to her links with the opened door that we are assured will never be closed; the Lord says of her, “Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her”, Luke 10: 42. I link those two thoughts together. I think Mary sets out subjection to headship, and we need much help on it. And “hast not denied my name”; we professedly gather to the name of the Lord. Let us be true to it. The Lord says this of Philadelphia, she has not denied My name. Then He speaks of the synagogue of Satan 

“who say that they are Jews”. I was struck by that thought. Philadelphia does not say anything but Laodicea does; “thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing” (Revelation 3: 17), that is what she is saying. But these persons who say they are Jews, the Lord says they are not. I think this would be a warning to us to preserve us from saying what is not needed to be said. “I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that I have loved thee”. I think we might link this “thee” with the “me” of Acts 9. That was the key to Paul in his ministry. The Lord said, “why dost thou persecute me?” (Acts 9: 4), and Paul carried that through. 

Here Philadelphia is reminded of the Lord’s love. 0, 

how He loves us! No wonder John could say, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him be the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen”, Revelation 1: 5, 6. We can all come in with our Amen, with our doxologies, as we take account of the love of Christ. “Shall know that I have loved thee”, I think that word “thee” is Philadelphia as representing the whole assembly. 

Then He says, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”. Are we doing that, brethren? We have been thinking of the Lord patiently waiting for the moment, when the Father will bid Him rise and come for His own and rapture us all away, take us home. He is waiting for that. Think how long He has waited down the ages for this church revival, that we have spoken of, to take place. He has waited for it a long time and is still waiting for the final matter, the rapture of the saints. So we can well afford to be patient with one another. Let patience work out amongst us. What patience the Lord has had with me, and I think with you. 

We get impatient at times and get forceful. Just let us learn to patiently wait God’s own time in working. 

Then He promises to keep us out of the hour of trial. “I come quickly” that is a matter that is next to His heart. You remember Mr. Darby’s verse— 

‘Nor what is next Thy heart 

Can we forget; 

Thy saints, O Lord, with Thee 

In glory met’. (Hymn 160) 

It is the next thing to His heart. He says, “I come quickly—hold fast what thou hast”. I think we are searched by that. It is a matter of what the Lord has entrusted to us, and He has entrusted very precious things, precious truth. How desirable it is that we should hold it fast, hang on to it. We are still in this period of recovery and repenting persons are getting recovered and it is all adding to Christ’s spoil. Then He says, “that no one take thy crown”. I would think that the crown is connected with what our brother said in the 

last reading as to the knowledge of the Person of Christ. He has let us into the secret; the ministry has helped on that line. The Lord says, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”. So this can only be held and maintained on the line of overcoming. May the Lord help every one of us to be overcomers until He comes for us. 

Address at Bendigo
14 April 1989 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 31:1-31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. [4] It is not for kings, Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, nor for rulers [to say], Where is the strong drink? [5] lest they drink and forget the law, and pervert the judgment of any of the children of affliction. [6] Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish, and wine unto the bitter of soul: [7] let him drink, and forget his poverty, and remember his misery no more. [8] Open thy mouth for the dumb, for the cause of all those that are left desolate. [9] Open thy mouth, judge righteously, and minister justice to the afflicted and needy. [10] Who can find a woman of worth? for her price is far above rubies. [11] The heart of her husband confideth in her, and he shall have no lack of spoil. [12] She doeth him good, and not evil, all the days of her life. …

Mark 14:3-9 (JND) [3] And when he was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, as he lay at table, there came a woman having an alabaster flask of ointment of pure nard, very costly; and having broken the alabaster flask, she poured it out upon his head. [4] And there were some indignant in themselves, and saying, Why has this waste been made of the ointment? [5] for this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor. And they spoke very angrily at her. [6] But Jesus said, Let her alone; why do ye trouble her? she has wrought a good work as to me; [7] for ye have the poor always with you, and whenever ye would ye can do them good; but me ye have not always. [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial. [9] And verily I say unto you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, what this [woman] has done shall be also spoken of for a memorial of her.

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Revelation 3:7-11 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Revelation 19:7 (JND) [7] Let us rejoice and exult, and give him glory; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife has made herself ready.

Revelation 19:8 (JND) [8] And it was given to her that she should be clothed in fine linen, bright [and] pure; for the fine linen is the righteousnesses of the saints.

Matthew 25:40 (JND) [40] And the King answering shall say to them, Verily, I say to you, Inasmuch as ye have done it to one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it to me.

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

Ecclesiastes 7:27 (JND) [27] See this which I have found, saith the Preacher, [searching] one by one to find out the reason;

Proverbs 31 (JND) [1] The words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his mother taught him: [2] What, my son? and what, O son of my womb? and what, O son of my vows? [3] Give not thy strength unto women, nor thy ways to them that destroy kings. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4:25 (JND) [25] The woman says to him, I know that Messias is coming, who is called Christ; when *he* comes he will tell us all things.

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Matthew 13:45-46 (JND) [45] Again, the kingdom of the heavens is like a merchant seeking beautiful pearls; [46] and having found one pearl of great value, he went and sold all whatever he had and bought it.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Corinthians 13:7 (JND) [7] But we pray to God that ye may do nothing evil; not that *we* may appear approved, but that *ye* may do what is right, and *we* be as reprobates.

1 Corinthians 16:14 (JND) [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Luke 10:42 (JND) [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Revelation 3:17 (JND) [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked;

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Revelation 1:5-6 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood, [6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father: to him [be] the glory and the might to the ages of ages. Amen.



WALKING AS APPLIED TO LOCAL ASSEMBLIES

A. P. Devenish 

Hosea 11: 3, 4; Acts 14: 8–10; Psalm 48: 11–14; Isaiah 21: 11, 12 

It is in mind to speak about walking, in particular as applying to localities. In Acts 14, we may regard the man as representative of a locality. We know that the reference to AEneas in Acts has been applied to local assemblies. Peter says to him, “Aeneas, Jesus, the Christ, heals thee—rise up, and make thy couch for thyself. And straightway he rose up”, Acts 9: 34. The responsibility, therefore, is on us to attend to matters in our localities, and attend to them well. Peter is preparing us for Paul’s ministry and Paul’s economy of local assemblies. Mr. 

Taylor suggested that Peter, under the Lord’s guidance, hastened to extend the railroad grade preparing for Paul’s train, (NS Vol.21, p.102). There was not to be one grade for Judaea and another outside of Judaea. So we see the development of the truth in this book leading to Paul. 

So I thought to apply the scripture in Acts 14 to a locality. One feels led of the Lord to speak of this because I believe there is a current need amongst us, I speak for myself too. It says, “a certain man in Lystra, 

impotent in his feet, sat, being lame from his mother’s womb, who had never walked”, doubtless alluding to the Gentiles. The lame man in Acts 3 would allude to the Jews. It does not say that he had never walked. This section refers to this man as having never walked, but it says, “This man heard Paul speaking, who, fixing his eyes on him, and seeing that he had faith to be healed”. That is a remarkable thing, “seeing that he had faith to be healed”. His faith was apparent, his faith could be seen, he was transparent. It is a wonderful thing to see faith in the local company. How much there is need of that, beloved brethren. There is faith in the local company in view of healing, faith in God. The Lord Jesus says nothing is impossible with God. It needs to lay hold of our souls when we think things look impossible. How many of us have experienced this in relation to our families, our children; we may think things are impossible; you see persons going away. Can we take account of faith in the local company? 

Faith that is active, faith in God, “Have faith in God”, the Lord says (Mark 11: 22). Nothing is impossible with God. Let us take comfort in that. 

The wealthy woman of Shunem says, as to Elisha, “I perceive that this is a holy man of God” 

(2 Kings 4: 9), she perceived it. It is what can be taken account of. This man heard Paul speaking. Then Paul, “seeing that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud voice, Rise up straight upon thy feet”. What need there is for moral integrity and moral uprightness. There is to be nothing devious or crooked with him. Moses was king in Jeshurun, king in the midst of the upright. The Lord is to have such a place in our midst, king in Jeshurun. There is to be uprightness with us. Then it says that “he sprang up and walked”. A man who had never walked, would he be able to walk? Would he be able to walk in a balanced way? 

I read in Hosea because it speaks about God teaching Ephraim to walk, “I it was that taught Ephraim 

to walk”. In this book Ephraim is alluded to as representative of Israel, there is Judah and Ephraim; but also Ephraim is a tribe, one of the tribes of Israel, and God says, “I it was that taught Ephraim to walk”. Think of God teaching us to walk in our local companies. You have seen a child trying to walk, stumbling, being able to walk a few steps, and then being caught by his father and mother. But we are to walk, in a balanced way, in a mature way. It is remarkable what it says about the Lord in the beginning of John, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ” (John 1: 17), everything was in perfect balance in him. We are to walk in our localities in a balanced way, not arbitrarily stressing the truth at the expense of grace, or, what is more often perhaps amongst us, stressing grace at the expense of the truth. 

Referring again to the man in Acts 14, he could walk because he listened to Paul. Something had entered into his constitution through Paul speaking by the Spirit which caused him to be able to walk, to spring up. There would be energy in his movements, energy, life and balance. 

There is a great need for the truth to be held in love; not arbitrarily but in love, and yet not give it up for a moment, not surrender any item of it. So God would teach us. God walked in the beginning in the cool of the day, and He would teach us to walk. 

It goes on to say, “He took them upon his arms ... I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love”. You can see how the local assembly, as I might apply it that way, is formed by the “bands of a man”. What do we know in our localities about the “bands of a man”. Oh, you say, That Man is Jesus. But then that character of Jesus is to be seen in the saints, the 

“bands of a man” are to be felt in the local assembly, gentle yet firm. You would not easily let anyone go, would you? God is gently teaching us. Ephraim had a very interesting place in relation to the tabernacle and the arrangement of the tribes around the tabernacle, perhaps the closest tribe to the ark. You say, Well he was in the westward position. Judah would surely be in a more favourable 

place. But if you look carefully it would seem that Ephraim along with Manasseh and Benjamin were the closest to the ark. Oh, you say, I think I would do better somewhere else where there is more fellowship; we are a long way from the nearest meeting. But each local assembly is close to the ark. We have our immediate relation with Christ. There is no disadvantage therefore. One thing to be noticed about Paul’s economy of local assemblies, is that Jerusalem is no longer the centre, heaven is the centre of divine operations. A voice came from heaven. The centre of operations is transferred to heaven, and Antioch, a local assembly, is immediately in relation to Christ in heaven. Therefore, wherever we are local, we are at no disadvantage. 

God says, “I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat”. Surely these precious features that have come out here are what God is showing us, what God is teaching us. We speak about the Lord Jesus in the gospels taking the children into His arms, putting His hands upon them and blessing them. Where are those arms today? The strength and the firmness and the affection of those arms, where are they today? Christ is in heaven but His body is here, and He is to be expressed in His body. Take the little ones into your arms. May they feel the strength and the firmness and the affection of the arms of Christ, the arms of Jesus, in our localities. “I gently caused them to eat”. Well can we gently cause them to eat? I do not think we bring the truth down into kindergarten terms; I do not think so, but I do think there needs to be simplicity among us as to the truth. Paul speaks about simplicity as to the Christ (2 

Corinthians 11: 3). “I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws”. What may be hindering persons from appropriating the truth needs to be removed. That is a most lovely expression, “as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. There is nothing to obscure the outshining of the truth in Jesus. 

but it is there in that Man in such an attractive way that would appeal to every heart, even the youngest heart that is present. 

I believe this man in the Acts is representative, therefore, of our localities. Brethren will excuse me for referring to the need of moral adjustment, but the Lord’s word may be in it, so that we should be able to walk, not stumble, but go straight forward. It says about the milch kine that they went straight forward, lowing as they went What does it mean? They went sufferingly, but they went on a straight way. Oh, you say, I find it hard to leave behind what is natural, it has such a pull, it is so strong. But let us go on a straight way. It says, “they went by the one high way, lowing as they went; and they turned not aside to the right hand or to the left”, 1 Samuel 6: 12. They “took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home” (1 Samuel 6: 10). These things are to come into expression amongst us. 

How often we may give way to the natural claim and surrender the rights of Christ in our localities. We want to go by the one high way, not turning to the right or to the left. 

I refer now to Psalm 48, “Walk about Zion, and go round about her—count the towers thereof”. What a wonderful privilege it is to walk about Zion. It says. He has chosen Judah, 

“the mount Zion which he loved”, Psalm 78: 68. What a privilege it is to be in liberty to walk about Zion. It says, “count the towers thereof”—how important that is. I suppose they are watch towers. How the enemy is seeking to overthrow the testimony! How persons have stood by the truth; one great truth being separation from evil is God’s principle of unity! The enemy is constantly attacking, trying to modify the truth as to separation. “Count the towers”; see how God has used the watchmen to protect the testimony. 

That is why I read in Isaiah, “Watchman, what of the night?” It is a remarkable reference. I do not know 

its interpretation, but I would make an application. It says, “He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night—if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come”. We want this feature of watching in our localities. How wonderful that will be when the morning cometh, but it says also, “what of the night?” We want to be preserved until the morning comes; preserved in the truth, preserved in the testimony of our Lord until the morning comes. But it is a challenge to us as to whether we are watchmen in our localities. We see the enemy coming in like a flood to undermine and modify the principles of separation, the principles of the truth. Are we alert as to what the enemy is at? He would quench the fire of the testimony of our Lord. Dear young people. Do you know the history of the recovery? Can you count the towers? Can we take account of the issues that have arisen in the testimony and how the Lord has met them through persons who have been watching, who have been faithful to the truth? 

It is good if there is inquiry. Look into the truth. I love to hear young people come and say, What happened in the matter of Bethesda, or in this matter or that matter. Why was that tract written, ‘Separation From Evil, God’s Principle of Unity’? We want to inquire, find out what has happened in the history of the testimony, count the towers. Why can we walk in liberty about Zion? Because of the watchmen, because of those who have stood by the truth. 

Then he says, “Mark ye well her bulwarks”. What are the bulwarks of Zion? Zion represents the principle of sovereign mercy. That is one of the bulwarks, I believe, of Zion. Zion too is referred to as David’s city. It speaks about the place that Christ has in the hearts of His people, and that is a wonderful bulwark. David found the Jebuzites in Zion, found them there still. He took the stronghold of Zion, which is the city of David, and David said on that day, 

“Whoever smites the Jebuzites and gets up to the watercourse”. Then it says, 

“So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David”, 2 Samuel 5: 8, 9. On the one hand it speaks of God’s sovereign mercy, He chose Judah, “the mount Zion which he loved”; but then on the other hand it speaks about the place that Christ has in the hearts of His people, a place that He has won. What a bulwark that is against the onslaught of the enemy if Christ has the supreme place in the hearts of His people. He is the most lovable Person, the Lord Jesus Christ. That is what David represents, the Lord Jesus as exceedingly attractive. 

Where Christ has the supreme place in the hearts of His people that is a great bulwark. That is better than any legal understanding or apprehension of the truth. That is a bulwark that will resist the onslaught of the enemy, Christ in the affections of His people. That is what Zion represents, David’s city. Every locality should be like David’s city. 

So it goes on to say, “consider her palaces”. Well, palaces are very magnificent, I might say, or ornamental. It was seen in the house that Solomon built, it was palatial, it was magnificent. 

Now we do not have that magnificence outwardly, but we have that magnificence inwardly. 

Do not in any sense under-rate or belittle the work of God in the saints. It is precious, it is magnificent inwardly. As you walk about Zion you see it. Consider the beauty and magnificence of the work of God, what He has done in the saints; the moral beauty of God’s work, “if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation”, 2 Corinthians 5: 17. Let us consider her palaces “that ye may tell it to the generation following”. What do we convey to our beloved younger brethren? That the testimony is petering out? That we are coming to the end? What do we convey? Let us tell them of the magnificence of what God is doing amongst the beloved saints, the inward glory of His work as it comes into manifestation in one another. All these things we can pass on, the glory of them we are to pass on. 

Then it says, “For this God is our God for ever and 

ever; he will be our guide until death”. That is a very affecting reference, “this God is our God”. This is a very touching way in which God links on with us in our present circumstances, that He is our God. I would like to leave that with us in finishing what I have to say, “this God is our God”. What the saints are going through in the way of suffering (and how much there is amongst us, beloved brethren, of suffering), facing death, facing the actual moment of death, disembodiment, but the great comfort that should flood into our souls is that “this God is our God ... he will be our guide until death”. It is an interesting way in which the psalm finishes, as if the heart of God, in tender sympathy, enters into our circumstances of sorrow, suffering and death. Oh that something of the infinitely tender sympathy of the blessed God should comfort our hearts at this time. May it be so in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Address at Ormond Beach
27 December 1997 

 


Scripture references

Hosea 11:3-4 (JND) [3] And I it was that taught Ephraim to walk, He took them upon his arms, but they knew not that I healed them. [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Acts 14:8-10 (JND) [8] And a certain man in Lystra, impotent in his feet, sat, [being] lame from his mother's womb, who had never walked. [9] This [man] heard Paul speaking, who, fixing his eyes on him, and seeing that he had faith to be healed, [10] said with a loud voice, Rise up straight upon thy feet: and he sprang up and walked.

Psalms 48:11-14 (JND) [11] Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. [12] Walk about Zion, and go round about her: count the towers thereof; [13] Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces: that ye may tell it to the generation following. [14] For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our guide until death.

Isaiah 21:11-12 (JND) [11] The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the night? [12] The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: if ye will inquire, inquire; return, come.

Acts 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in Iconium that they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed. [2] But the Jews who did not believe stirred up the minds of [those of] the nations and made [them] evil-affected against the brethren. [3] They stayed therefore a good while, speaking boldly, [confiding] in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their hands. …

Acts 9:34 (JND) [34] And Peter said to him, Aeneas, Jesus, the Christ, heals thee: rise up, and make thy couch for thyself. And straightway he rose up.

Acts 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in Iconium that they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed. [2] But the Jews who did not believe stirred up the minds of [those of] the nations and made [them] evil-affected against the brethren. [3] They stayed therefore a good while, speaking boldly, [confiding] in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their hands. …

Acts 3 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. …

Mark 11:22 (JND) [22] And Jesus answering says to them, Have faith in God.

2 Kings 4:9 (JND) [9] And she said to her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us continually.

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Acts 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass in Iconium that they entered together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a great multitude of both Jews and Greeks believed. [2] But the Jews who did not believe stirred up the minds of [those of] the nations and made [them] evil-affected against the brethren. [3] They stayed therefore a good while, speaking boldly, [confiding] in the Lord, who gave witness to the word of his grace, giving signs and wonders to be done by their hands. …

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

1 Samuel 6:12 (JND) [12] And the kine went straight forward on the way to Beth-shemesh; they went by the one high way, lowing as they went; and they turned not aside to the right hand or to the left; and the lords of the Philistines went after them as far as the border of Beth-shemesh.

1 Samuel 6:10 (JND) [10] And the men did so, and took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.

Psalms 48 (JND) [1] {A Song; a Psalm. Of the sons of Korah.} Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the hill of his holiness. [2] Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, [on] the sides of the north, the city of the great King. [3] God is known in her palaces as a high fortress. …

Psalms 78:68 (JND) [68] But chose the tribe of Judah, the mount Zion which he loved;

2 Samuel 5:8-9 (JND) [8] And David said on that day, Whoever smites the Jebusites and gets up to the watercourse, and the lame and the blind hated of David's soul ! Therefore they say, The blind and the lame shall not come into the house. [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward.

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:



THREE DAYS

D. J. Hutson 

1 Corinthians 15: 1–5; 1 Peter 1: 18–21 

We have come to the end of these three days together. We have looked forward to them, we have enjoyed the times we have had in fellowship together, and if the Lord leaves us here we shall look back upon them. I trust something will be carried forward by each one of us, because if something has been acquired in our souls, it will find its expression in that coming day, when the heavenly city will come down from God, having the glory of God. So that we trust that there may be some eternal result from our being together. What I want to speak of, in this short time we still have left, is another 

three days. They were three days which God looked forward to. We read in Peter that Christ was “foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world”. That would involve His coming in, in view of the three days of which I have read in Corinthians, in view of that great work which was completed in those three days. How wonderful it is that the whole question of sin, the question of sins, the question of sin in the world throughout all the ages of time, could be resolved for God’s eternal glory in three days. 

So in Corinthians we have what was delivered by Paul, “what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins”. So we have immediately introduced to us the One who would effect this great work for God. So we might ask ourselves—Who is this? Who would be great enough for such a work? As we read in Romans, it was through man that sin came into the world, and if God is going to be glorified in respect of it, the work must be accomplished by a man. Who would be able for it? But God Himself has come in in the Person of Christ. Indeed as Mr. 

Raven said, God Himself came under man’s judgment. God Himself has come in to take up the matter Himself, but this involves that He has come as a Man. He has come in a way which was calculated not to bring fear to any, coming in as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger, going about here doing good, healing all that were under Satan’s power, for God was with Him. Do not ask me to explain it, because I would say, in a sense, I do not understand it. But the blessing of the gospel is that I am not asked to understand it, I am asked to believe it. The gospel is presented on the principle of faith to faith. I have faith that there are those here who are ready to receive it, and those who receive it are those that God has given faith to receive it. 

So we can refer to these scriptures together. In Peter we are told that Christ was foreknown indeed before the foundation of the world, and He has died we are told by Paul. Why did such a Man die—a Man who 

never sinned? As the Scriptures say, He did no sin, and, in Him sin is not. He was able to meet the enemy of our souls, so that He could be tempted with every temptation, and was able to come through and be still in the power of the Spirit of God, able to bind the strong man, and to spoil his goods. Why did He die? Every moment He was pleasing to God. Every motive, every action, every footstep was pleasing to God. Why did He die? We die because we have sinned, and because we are sinners, because we are in that condition. As it says, “by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men” 

(Romans 5: 12); not because of that one man, but because all have sinned. But Jesus did not sin. Why did He die? He died for our sins. If our sins were to be met to God’s holy satisfaction, they could only be borne by One who Himself was sinless. As coming into the world He came into such a relationship to God, the blessed Son of God. God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, and He gave Him as a sacrifice for sin. Such is that work which He accomplished. I am not speaking of what men did to Him. He was taken by the hands of lawless men and crucified and slain. But before Peter said that, he said, 

“given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God”, Acts 2: 23. It was in order that He might die for our sins. 

The question then arises, dear friends, whether He has died for your sins. The work which He has done is sufficient for it. By what He did, God is satisfied in relation to the whole question, as John says, “not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”, 1 John 2: 2. Peter says also that He “bore our sins in his body on the tree”, 1 Peter 2: 24. He is writing that to believers. Is everyone here a believer? Has everyone put their faith in the work which Jesus did, so that you can say, ‘He bore my sins in His body’? The work is sufficient for it, but the gospel is intensely personal. Although we might speak to a company, everyone in the company must settle for themselves the question of their sins, and their 

sinful state, by putting their faith in the work that Jesus did, and in His precious blood. The blood is the witness to His death, and the witness to the love of God. We were speaking in the first meeting about the power of God, and the way that His power in creation can be apprehended by the mind, but there is something more than the mind that God wishes to be known by. So Peter does not simply say, ‘who do believe on God’, but ‘who by Him do believe on God’. That is coming to know God in the way He has made Himself known in Jesus. It is to know Him in His love; that love to which He desires to have an answer. How wonderful it is that God is looking for an answer to His love, from those who once were dead in offences and sins. 

Then it says—He was buried. Why was He buried? That body of Jesus was referred to at His birth as that Holy Thing. Why was it that He should be buried? We are buried because of the corruptible condition in which we are. But although the Lord Jesus was really here in blood and flesh, He was entirely apart from sin. The prophetic word was, “neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption”, Psalm 16: 10. It was all part of the work that was accomplished in those three days, as He could say Himself, “even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights”, Matthew 12: 40. Can we think of what it was to God when Jesus was buried? He lay in the tomb for three days and three nights. And again we say—Why was it? I find that when I am saved from my sins, I am no better in myself than I was before. 

Thank God, as before Him, that man is gone. Just as Jesus took my place under the judgment of God for my sins, and He was made sin for me, so also He was buried for me. It was vicarious, it was all on account of others; so that God no longer regards me in that condition, which has been removed from before Him in the burial of Jesus. We are not presenting a dead Saviour, we are not presenting a buried Saviour; we are presenting a Saviour who died, 

and a Saviour who was buried, but He was raised again the third day according to the Scriptures. You see it is according to the Scriptures, showing us that God was looking forward to it, looking forward to these three days, and looking forward to what would result from them. It could be said, I believe truly, that those three days are the greatest three days in the whole of time. Everything that went before focused upon them looking forward, and all that has resulted since depends upon them. What three days they are! Although we might say we have enjoyed these days together, they pale in the presence of those three days, which we are speaking of here as the focal point of time and eternity. As to the work on the cross Jesus could say, “it is finished”. Then the man whose place He took was completely removed from the sight of God, and then God intervened by His glory and raised Him from the dead. Now today He is presented as a living Saviour. 

Not only was He raised from the dead, but He is now glorified—a glorified Saviour, presented for the faith of all who would put their trust in Him. Indeed I should not say that, I should say presented for the faith of all, for God desires that all men should be saved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. That is far more than apprehending His eternal power and divinity by the things that are made. As another has said, the truth is the revelation of God. God has made Himself known in Jesus, and by Him we believe in God, who has raised Him from among the dead and given Him glory. How worthy He is of the glory! Soon He is coming to take it up for Himself in this poor world which has rejected Him and still rejects Him. The time is coming when He will come here to take up His rights, and hold the whole scene in perfect order for God, then finally hand over the kingdom to Him who is God and Father, so that God may be all in all. What an answer! I may say, speaking carefully, it would not be apart from those three days. God has been glorified in respect of the whole question which challenged His throne. Christ was delivered for our 

offences, and He was raised again for our justification. Can my sins be brought against me again when the One who bore them is there in the presence of God Himself? God is satisfied absolutely in relation to the whole question. And from that place in glory He has sent the Holy Spirit, so that I might be in the present enjoyment of the forgiveness of my sins, and so that I might be able to answer at the present time to God’s pleasure. Peter speaks of being redeemed “not by corruptible things, as silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from your fathers, but by precious blood”, and we believe in Him “who has raised him from among the dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God”. 

So He appeared to Cephas. We have been speaking today of the way in which He has manifested Himself, so that we have the present experience of the manifestation of Jesus by the Spirit, and we have the assurance of the place that He has, of which He is so worthy, among His own. I did notice that before the reference to the three days in 1 Corinthians 15 it says, “by which also ye are saved, if ye hold fast”. I believe that is one reason, at least, why we should have the preaching among ourselves at this time. While the work has been completed by Christ, we constantly need Him as our Saviour. We are reminded from time to time of the work which He has accomplished, and thus our hearts increase in affection for Him, who gave Himself for our sins. We need to be preserved every day, as we are left here in the scene of the testimony. He will come again as Saviour to change our bodies of humiliation, and it will be the last act of His Saviourhood. When we have our bodies of glory we shall not need a Saviour, we shall need Jesus, and we shall ever have Him and be with Him, but we shall not need Him as Saviour, there is nothing to be saved from in the glory. 

What a prospect! So we await our Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. We do not know yet what we shall be, but when we see Him we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. What a Saviour! May we all put our trust in Him, not only once and for all, but for ever. May we be preserved in the testimony until that time when He comes, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Vevey
26 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 15:1-5 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; [4] and that he was buried; and that he was raised the third day, according to the scriptures; [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

1 Peter 1:18-21 (JND) [18] knowing that ye have been redeemed, not by corruptible [things, as] silver or gold, from your vain conversation handed down from [your] fathers, [19] but by precious blood, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot, [the blood] of Christ, [20] foreknown indeed before [the] foundation of [the] world, but who has been manifested at the end of times for your sakes, [21] who by him do believe on God, who has raised him from among [the] dead and given him glory, that your faith and hope should be in God.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

1 John 2 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous; [2] and *he* is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world. [3] And hereby we know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. …

1 Peter 2:24 (JND) [24] who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, in order that, being dead to sins, we may live to righteousness: by whose stripes ye have been healed.

Psalms 16:10 (JND) [10] For thou wilt not leave my soul to Sheol, neither wilt thou allow thy Holy One to see corruption.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …



EXTRACT

It is very comforting that nothing has been lost; we have the inspired record in the Scriptures of what the apostles and prophets made known. It is there for the body of Christ still, and that body is also the vessel of the Holy Spirit. However great the power of evil may be, even in the church, divine activities are still going on “until we all arrive at the unity of the faith ...”, Ephesians 4: 13. The faith would include all that God has made known; the whole system of divine truth would be summed up in the faith. The centre of it all is the Son of God. The edifying of the body of Christ is going on in spite of all the inroads of the enemy at the present time. It is most touching to consider the character of the gospel of John. John was kept in reserve until the ruin of the church was fully manifested and then at nearly one hundred years of age he sits down to write a gospel. One would have thought that an apostle writing in such conditions would have a great deal to say about failure and ruin: he does not say a word about it! He writes about the Son of God; that is the kind of ministry for the day of ruin. He brings in a glorious Person who is unchanged and unchangeable, and he sets before us the blessed possibility of having life in His name. God would not have us fretting our souls about evil. The evil is there and it is right to feel it, but God would have us on the line of life in the name of His Son. 

C. A. Coates (Vol. 26, ‘Outline of Ephesians’, p.60) 
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Scripture references

Ephesians 4:13 (JND) [13] until we all arrive at the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, at [the] full-grown man, at [the] measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;
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