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THE DIVINE STANDARD

D. J. Hutson 

John 15: 9–13; 13: 12–15; 1 John 2: 6; John 1: 35–38 

We have been reminded in our readings of the way that things were set on by the apostle Paul; his concern that there should be found some expression of Christ in the assembly, and that nothing of the world should find its way in there. John writes in order that this may be found among us in the last days; indeed he writes saying that it is the last hour. We are nearer than ever to the end of this wonderful day of the Spirit. John’s concern is that the standard which was set out in Christ Himself should in no way be lost at the end of this time. So he reminds us of “as I have loved you”, “as I have done to you”, and “as he walked”. The standard for each one of us is seen perfectly in Jesus; everything which was for the delight of God was found in Him personally. But John says, Many antichrists have gone out into the world. All around us and even in that which professes the name of Christ, there is that which is against Christ. But over against that John is concerned that there should be a real expression of Christ still here in the world, where He has been rejected. 

So I read these scriptures as bringing before us that standard. We may think that it is impossible for us to reach it, but I do not believe that anything that is laid upon us in the Scripture is impossible for us. All is possible for us because of the presence here of the Holy Spirit. When the Lord Jesus was here He could say, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life” 

(John 14: 6), and the apostle writes that “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ” (John 1: 17), but then John writes that “the Spirit is the truth” (1 John 5: 6), and that involves what can be formed in us; the standard is in no way to be lowered. 

So how wonderful it is to read of His love—“As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you”, and then again, “No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends”, but between those two references He says, “This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you”. That is the love which had its origin in the heart of God Himself, and came into expression so perfectly in Jesus. So that He says, “that ye love one another, as I have loved you”. The Lord Jesus here says, “No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends”, and in his epistle John says, that if He so loved us we should lay down our lives for the brethren (see 1 John 3: 16). How careful the Holy Spirit is in inditing the word of Scripture. The Lord Jesus does not say here that one should die for his friends, nor does it say that we should die for the brethren, but the whole life of Jesus was sacrificial in relation to that expression of the love of God which ended in His death; love was the motive and the spring of everything that He did, bringing Him from the highest heights of glory even to the death of the cross. In that wonderful way there was the full expression of divine love. What a test that is to us as to whether our relations with our brethren are such that we would hold nothing back of ourselves, but lay down our lives for them. This is the standard that is set before us by the Lord Jesus Himself, and as I said, there is power for all this in the Holy Spirit who is with us, who sheds abroad the love of God in our hearts. It is not simply that we may enjoy it for ourselves, but as another has said, if it is shed abroad in our hearts it should flow out, and surely the nearest circle in which it would find expression is the circle of the brethren. 

This would find its expression in what we have read in John 13, where the Lord Jesus says, “I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also”. Not simply, what I have done to you, but “as I have done to you”. This suggests to us that wonderful chapter 2 

of Philippians, where the apostle Paul exhorts 

us how we should be, “each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves” 

(Philippians 2: 3), and then he goes on to speak of the mind that was in Christ Jesus, who, 

“subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”, yet emptied Himself taking a bondman’s form that He might serve in love. How He serves in this chapter, and before He served He laid aside His garments. Who can say what it means that He emptied Himself, and what it meant for Him to come from those heights of glory, where sin has never been, into a world where He was surrounded by sin and sinners on every hand. But He left those scenes that He might come here to serve, taking a bondman’s form. He laid aside His garments here in John 13, we may say the garments of any official position which was rightly His. Then having completed His service He took His garments again, and brings in the word of authority, in the appeal of His love, that we should serve one another as He has served us. 

He made Himself of no reputation, becoming obedient as Man even unto death, and that the death of the cross. Now God has highly exalted Him, and in that exalted position He has received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, and as Peter says, “he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”, Acts 2: 33. There was something to be seen by virtue of the Holy Spirit being here, and I believe something would be seen today as we serve one another as He served His own. What a standard, as I said, and yet not impossible, because the Holy Spirit would ever keep the standard before us. This is the expression of Christ here against which the enemy is set, but we have learnt the Christ as Paul says to the Ephesians, 

“according as the truth is in Jesus” (Ephesians 4: 21). It came into perfect expression in Him when He was here, but “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages to come” (Hebrews 13: 8), and all that came into expression here is now in Him there in glory, and the Holy Spirit would bring us witness of it that it might be found in expression in us, 

and thus the enemy who is always against Christ formed in the saints would be defeated. 

Then there is the public side of things as well, so that John says in his epistle, “He that says he abides in him ought, even as he walked, himself also so to walk”. Who of us can say that our walk has been like the walk of Jesus? Indeed in one sense none could walk as He walked, and yet John speaks of the way He walked. In another place it says, that He walked in Galilee, and would not walk in Judaea because the Jews sought to kill Him (see John 7: 1). 

That would involve for us that we have to have a judgment of much that is professedly religious around us. To walk in Galilee would involve that we accept the reproach of the cross, and to be apart from the world where also our Lord was crucified. In that way we can walk as He walked. 

But then there is that which is attractive, and that is why I read in the first chapter of John’s gospel. John the baptist looked at Jesus as He walked, and he says, “Behold the Lamb of God”. Earlier he had seen Jesus coming to him, and he had spoken of the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, but now it is not the work which He accomplished, but it is the glory of the Person who accomplished the work—“looking at Jesus as he walked, he says. 

Behold the Lamb of God”. He took account of that sacrificial walk here, and it is such a walk that is to be the standard for us. If we say we abide in Him, that is if we claim to have these intimate links with Himself, the result is to be seen in testimony, that we should walk as He walked. 

The effect was that the two who heard Him speaking, followed Jesus. What a test that is for us as to whether our walk is so attractive that others around us are interested and ask questions, and desire to find out why it is that we are as we are; having a sense that we come from somewhere which is different from what they know themselves, and that we have a dwelling place 

which is different (see 1 John 4: 15, 16). How wonderful it is that we have a dwelling place which is outside of this world altogether, our life is hid with the Christ in God. 

So they ask where He dwells. The Lord Jesus was interested in them as they were interested in Him, so are we interested in those around us who may be interested, and what can we tell them? What can we tell them about the things which are not known to the natural man, but which are made known to us by the Spirit of God? What can we say about these things in such an attractive way that others will be drawn into the way themselves? This is the way that Jesus walked, completely separate from the world and yet attractive. Who was more attractive than Jesus? So they ask Him, “where abidest thou?”, and He says to them, “Come and see”. There is to be an expression of love among ourselves, for He says, “By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves”, John 13: 35. When we say, ‘Come and see’, will they see that love of which we have been speaking in expression in a circle down here? Will they know that we are disciples of Jesus, and be attracted to have their own links with Him for themselves? So it says, “They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day”. Can we invite persons to come and see the way things are working, not to draw attention to ourselves, but to draw attention to Him? It is as He walked, so that it is not to draw attention to ourselves here, but to draw attention to the One whom we follow. 

Again this is the word of the Lord Jesus at the end of this gospel, when He saw John following, and Peter enquired about him. He could say, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee? Follow thou me” (John 21: 22). We are to follow in His steps. It has cost Him much to give us a Model; He suffered for us, leaving us a Model that we should fallow in His steps (see 1 Peter 2: 21); so that we might walk as He walked, 

and that there might be a testimony to Himself left here until He returns. His return is nearer than ever it was, it is the hope of all our hearts; there is little time left for us to answer to His word, and to maintain the standard which He Himself has set in His pathway here. May the Lord help us to follow, and may the Holy Spirit ever keep Him before us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Endbach
11 October 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 15:9-13 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends.

John 13:12-15 (JND) [12] When therefore he had washed their feet, and taken his garments, having sat down again, he said to them, Do ye know what I have done to you? [13] Ye call me the Teacher and the Lord, and ye say well, for I am [so]. [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet; [15] for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also.

1 John 2:6 (JND) [6] He that says he abides in him ought, even as *he* walked, himself also [so] to walk.

John 1:35-38 (JND) [35] Again, on the morrow, there stood John and two of his disciples. [36] And, looking at Jesus as he walked, he says, Behold the Lamb of God. [37] And the two disciples heard him speaking, and followed Jesus. [38] But Jesus having turned, and seeing them following, says to them, What seek ye? And *they* said to him, Rabbi (which, being interpreted, signifies Teacher), where abidest thou?

John 14:6 (JND) [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

1 John 5:6 (JND) [6] This is he that came by water and blood, Jesus [the] Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that bears witness, for the Spirit is the truth.

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Philippians 2:3 (JND) [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves;

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Acts 2:33 (JND) [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Hebrews 13:8 (JND) [8] Jesus Christ [is] the same yesterday, and to-day, and to the ages [to come].

John 7:1 (JND) [1] And after these things Jesus walked in Galilee, for he would not walk in Judaea, because the Jews sought to kill him.

1 John 4:15-16 (JND) [15] Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:



THE LORD LAYING DOWN HIS LIFE

W. Dickson 

John 10: 11–17; 15: 12–15; 1 John 3: 16, 17 

It would be a normal effect of partaking of the Lord’s supper each week that we should have a much deeper impression of the Lord’s love for His own, His love for His Father and obedience to His Father’s will. There would also be this impression, some fresh touch as to His own, how precious they are to Him. 

These scriptures all refer to the Lord laying down His life, not exactly that He died, but He laid down His life. John 10 speaks of Him laying down His life for the sheep, and then in John 15, He laid down His life for His friends, and what is implied in the scripture in John’s epistle is that He laid down His life for the brethren. A wonderful standard! It has been well said that in these passages you get the divine measure, not man’s measure, but the divine measure of love in the Lord laying down His life for His own. 

This, of course, is not intended just to be a matter of contemplation but also an incentive to us, in a greater measure than perhaps we have done, to lay down our 

lives for the brethren. It is quite remarkable to trace through Scripture as to how much is given in the way of incentives to us. The laying down of His life by the Lord is intended to be a spiritual incentive to us to be on the same holy level of attachment to the people of God. 

In John 10 He speaks about laying down His life for the sheep. Now, how thankful we are for that. Apart from that we could not have been here tonight in this area, we might say, where the sheep find pasture and enjoy life abundantly presently as He speaks of it in this chapter. 

Life abundantly and pasture are what we experience amongst the people of God. The Lord laid down His life in order that the sheep might be set free and be brought into an area of wonderful life and liberty. The sheep referred to in the early part of the chapter refer to the Jewish sheep and their deliverance from the fold of Judaism. While the law was a divine ordinance, it was a standard to which they could not attain, and the only way there could be deliverance from it was for the Shepherd to lay down His life for the sheep. Our glorious liberty in this pasture area where food is found is because He laid down His life for the sheep. 

It should make us thankful, if I can bring the point of it home, beloved brethren, that these privileges that we have in being gathered together, the fellowship, the company, and the atmosphere, so much above the level of things in this world, have been secured to us by the Lord laying down His life. It also says, “the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again”. The Father loved Him because He laid down His life; having in view what would be for the Father in the service of God. As we touch the heights of the service of God on the first day of the week and are transported in the power of the Spirit, it is because the Lord laid down His life, and the Father loved Him on that account. This wonderful result could never have been secured without that activity of divine love on the part of the Lord. 

So in John 15 it speaks of Him laying down His life for His friends, “No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you”. Well, let us enquire first, Who are our friends? The best friends we have are amongst the people of God, of that there can be no question. We may take the liberty sometimes of cultivating friendships in other areas, but the friendship that exists in the divine circle is something of immense value and help in the way of spiritual prosperity. But the Lord raises a question, He says, “Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you”. Have you ever considered that? It does not say here that the Lord is your friend or my friend. That He is the sinner’s Friend is quite true— 

‘I’ve found a Friend, O such a Friend! 

He loved me ere I knew Him; 

He drew me with the cords of love. 

And thus He bound me to Him’ (No. 187) 

That is the sinner’s Friend, but are you the Lord’s friend? He laid down His life for His friends. Why? Because He wanted their loyalty, their undeviating trust, their confidence. He wanted a company that He could have confidence in during the time of His absence. The test of friendship is loyalty to Christ. If an issue arises in our local meetings or elsewhere, are we loyal to Christ? Are we His friends? A friend is loyal, and loyalty to Christ is a test as to whether we appreciate that He laid down His life for us. 

Now in John’s epistle it speaks of “Hereby we have known love, because he has laid down his life for us; and we ought”, it does not say we should, but “we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”. Beloved brethren, it is a sacrificial act to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

How it would work out would be a matter of experience. Peter said to the Lord, “I will lay down my life for thee” (John 13: 37); the Lord says in effect, Oh, you will be tested in this Peter. But, if we make a resolve in the light of the Supper every Lord’s day 

morning, He will honour that. If we desire in a greater measure than we have ever done hitherto, to lay down our lives for the brethren, He will honour that. We have a standard there, not a legal standard, not something you have to do for the sake of appearances. The divine standard of Christianity is that the Lord laid down His life for His sheep, for His friends and for the brethren, and it is for us in our measure, as motivated by such a glorious example, to take the same path. May He help us for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
12 November 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 10:11-17 (JND) [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. [13] Now he who serves for wages flees because he serves for wages, and is not himself concerned about the sheep. [14] I am the good shepherd; and I know those that are mine, and am known of those that are mine, [15] as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. [16] And I have other sheep which are not of this fold: those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd. [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 15:12-15 (JND) [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends. [14] Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you. [15] I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you.

1 John 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives. [17] But whoso may have the world's substance, and see his brother having need, and shut up his bowels from him, how abides the love of God in him?

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 13:37 (JND) [37] Peter says to him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thee.



PRAYER

J. A. Petersen 

Luke 22: 27–34; Ephesians 6: 17–20 

I was thinking of prayer, particularly related to the meeting for prayer last night—the Lord Jesus taking up the feelings of the brethren, and the Spirit too, before the Father. We may soon forget our petitions, but the Spirit of God would take on the feelings of the brethren, and we look for the answers to come in. This subject is very wide in its bearing. The gospels give us the prayers of the Lord Jesus Himself. His prayer in John 17 is well known, and the prayer He taught in Luke 11: 1–4, “Father, thy name be hallowed” is also well known in Christendom in a general sense. Thank God that men have knowledge of this prayer. Then the saints have been helped much as to the Lord’s lifting up His eyes to heaven and saying 

“Father” (John 17: 1), leading us to be sustained in the affections and knowledge of the Father, to the end that was in the Lord’s mind there, “but also for those who believe on me through their word” (John 17: 20), and “that they may be perfected into one”. John 17: 23. 

It is in mind now to dwell on the prayer of the Lord in Luke 22 for one brother. We need therefore to pray for one another, the Lord giving a lead in that. The Lord prayed for Peter before he got into trouble, which would always mark the Lord Jesus as foreseeing what we may fall into. Yet in all this He holds to the greatness of what it is to be in His kingdom. “But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves. But ye are they who have persevered with me in my temptations”. The Lord is giving credit to the apostles here as to how they stood and suffered with Him, implying what great dignity they would come into in the kingdom. We could well study in Luke’s gospel, specially chapters 12 and 13 which lead up to the house of God, and the father’s house in chapter 15, to see how the Lord will serve His own—“he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them”, Luke 12: 37. 

We all like to be served, but the Lord Jesus will serve His own. Here in chapter 22 He says, 

“that ye may eat and drink at my table”, but in chapter 12 we are told that He it is who will serve at the table. This would show lowliness, and we also can serve the brethren. It would encourage us in serving the brethren, not how we are served so much, but how we can serve. 

The next great service of the Lord Jesus here is as Priest. He is interceding with the Father about the leading man Simon; for in a way he represents all of us. The Lord knows more than we do; all would agree with that. So He says, “Satan has demanded to have you, to sift you as wheat”. Maybe we are not always aware of what Satan is doing. People followed Absalom 

“in their simplicity” (2 Samuel 15: 11), they did not know he was leading them away from David. The Lord knew that Simon was soon to be in difficulty because Satan was active. The book of Job teaches that Satan appeared before God, but is active also on the earth, and he is very active at present in certain matters. The Lord in Luke 22 is teaching us so that we may see the difficulties before they arise, as well as after they take place. The 

apostles, in their epistles, particularly Paul and John, foresaw the difficulties that were about to come on the saints. They foresaw what would come on the testimony, preparing the saints ahead. In that connection I was reading today in the good teaching, a reading in Cranford, N.J. with Mr Taylor in 1937 (see N.S. Vol. 84), where he was ministering as to the difference between the congregation and the assembly. Exodus 12: 3 (would that we had learned the lesson of that reading at that time), saying that there are many Christians in the assembly who may not always be available. The reading stressed that “when ye come together in assembly” 

(1 Corinthians 11: 18), is the character of the assembly and not viewed as all being there. In 

“two of you” (Matthew 18: 19), the Lord confirms this point; it is the assembly in character in some. The two of you in the prayer meetings are holding the assembly in character. That encouraged me as coming to this meeting tonight. We are but few, but it is to be in character the assembly and governed by the truth of Paul’s teaching in 1 Corinthians 14. Had we heeded ministry such as in the reading referred to, we would have been saved from making assumptions. That is the Spirit foresaw what would come in among brethren, giving us the truth in advance in the broken day to meet later difficulties. The character of the assembly thus marks the prayer meeting, and the ministry meeting such as we are having tonight. 

The Lord in Luke 22 is opening up for us the way to meet the contrivances of Satan. We little know Satan’s desire, in one way and another, to come in among the brethren. Be watchful! 

“To sift you as wheat”, that is how the Lord looks at it. In Judges 6, Gideon was threshing wheat in a broken day, separating between what is right and what is wrong. It was that food for the saints might be secured; that food is Christ out of death, and His saints. The Lord here says, “but I have besought for thee that thy faith fail not”, not so much that Peter would not fail, but that his faith should not fail. It is not so much that there might not be failure 

with us, but that our faith may not fail. The history has been that brethren have hurt each other and the testimony damaged; the testimony has been removed from places where the Lord set His name. Satan may be at that at the present time. The Lord means here that the faith of the brethren may not be shaken. “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him”, 2 Timothy 1: 12. Faith is our link with God and with Christ, and that is what we may be helped to pray for as to one another as the Lord did for Peter. Then He said, “and thou, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren”, which is a very positive word by the Lord. We should not be going over before the Lord the weaknesses of the brethren, but that the end may be that you and I will be a comfort to the brethren, and strengthen them. Will we continue in faith until the Lord comes? That is the present issue, I feel, whether we will hold to the light of the assembly—“when ye come together in assembly”. Can we fulfil that precious truth even though few in our gatherings? 

Paul leads to the matter of prayer in Ephesians 6, where he is speaking of the conflict in the land. It is not only the everyday matters of piety and practical righteousness, all very necessary in the current economic conditions that we are facing everywhere, but the conflict related to entering into the purpose of God. Satan does not want us in the Father’s realm. 

“Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated ... and I will receive you; and I will be to you for a Father”, 2 Corinthians 6: 17, 18. If we are not right with the Father as to associations down here, we will not be able to enter His counsel and purpose (Ephesians 1), and enjoy the fulness of His love. The moral side must be right. When Paul visited Ephesus, he was opposed by Demetrius and the artisans, “whom having brought together, and those who wrought in such things” (see Acts 19: 24–31). It was like a manufacturer’s association, not a virulent trade union, but nevertheless used by the enemy against Paul 

and his ministry. They would have driven him out of the city. Thus Paul says in Ephesians 6, 

“watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints; and for me ... to make known with boldness the mystery of the glad tidings” (Ephesians 6: 18, 19). He preached that in Ephesus and was resisted by this artisan association and other elements too, but he was not overthrown, and the brethren stood with him. 

Thus there is great need of prayer at the present time that the mystery of the glad tidings should be made known, which involves Christ and the assembly. It includes the only association we have been called into dear brethren. I am reviewing my associations, if any, and a brother in another locality told me today he was doing the same. The Lord Jesus is in heaven and His body here is to express Him. We are to maintain that without involvement in any other man-made body, according to the mystery of the glad tidings which we preach as did Paul. So Paul asks for ‘supplication for all the saints, and for me’. Paul desired to be prayed for by the brethren. How much more ourselves, especially those who minister, so let us pray for one another. Paul says, “in order that utterance may be given to me ... to make known with boldness the mystery of the glad tidings, for which I am an ambassador bound with a chain”. We too are bound in the sense that we cannot do our own will and act independently of the truth and one another. The point now is to be bold in the truth of Paul’s ministry and Paul’s gospel—the mystery of the glad tidings. We may suffer for it, and will suffer until the Lord comes, but may God give us this boldness to make the gospel known, and maintain it according to the truth. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Plainfield
4 February 1992 

 


Scripture references

Luke 22:27-34 (JND) [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves. [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations. [29] And *I* appoint unto you, as my Father has appointed unto me, a kingdom, [30] that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat; [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren. [33] And he said to him, Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death. [34] And he said, I tell thee, Peter, [the] cock shall not crow to-day before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.

Ephesians 6:17-20 (JND) [17] Have also the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is God's word; [18] praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in [the] Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints; [19] and for me in order that utterance may be given to me in [the] opening of my mouth to make known with boldness the mystery of the glad tidings, [20] for which I am an ambassador [bound] with a chain, that I may be bold in it as I ought to speak.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Luke 11:1-4 (JND) [1] And it came to pass as he was in a certain place praying, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. [2] And he said to them, When ye pray, say, Father, thy name be hallowed; thy kingdom come; [3] give us our needed bread for each day; [4] and remit us our sins, for we also remit to every one indebted to us; and lead us not into temptation.

John 17:1 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee;

John 17:20 (JND) [20] And I do not demand for these only, but also for those who believe on me through their word;

John 17:23 (JND) [23] I in them and thou in me, that they may be perfected into one [and] that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and [that] thou hast loved them as thou hast loved me.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 12:37 (JND) [37] Blessed are those bondmen whom the lord [on] coming shall find watching; verily I say unto you, that he will gird himself and make them recline at table, and coming up will serve them.

2 Samuel 15:11 (JND) [11] And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were invited; and they went in their simplicity, and they knew nothing.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Exodus 12:3 (JND) [3] Speak unto all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month let them take themselves each a lamb, for a father's house, a lamb for a house.

1 Corinthians 11:18 (JND) [18] For first, when ye come together in assembly, I hear there exist divisions among you, and I partly give credit [to it].

Matthew 18:19 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens.

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Judges 6 (JND) [1] And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of Jehovah; and Jehovah delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. [2] And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites the children of Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains, and the caves, and the strongholds. [3] And it came to pass when Israel sowed, that Midian came up, and Amalek, and the children of the east, and came up against them. …

2 Timothy 1:12 (JND) [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Acts 19:24-31 (JND) [24] For a certain [man] by name Demetrius, a silver-beater, making silver temples of Artemis, brought no small gain to the artisans; [25] whom having brought together, and those who wrought in such things, he said, Men, ye know that our well-living arises from this work, [26] and ye see and hear that this Paul has persuaded and turned away a great crowd, not only of Ephesus, but almost of all Asia, saying that they are no gods which are made with hands. [27] Now not only there is danger for us that our business come into discredit, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis be counted for nothing, and that her greatness should be destroyed whom the whole of Asia and the world reveres. [28] And having heard [this], and being filled with rage, they cried out, saying, Great [is] Artemis of the Ephesians. [29] And the [whole] city was filled with confusion, and they rushed with one accord to the theatre, having seized and carried off with [them] Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians, fellow-travellers of Paul. [30] But Paul intending to go in to the people, the disciples suffered him not; [31] and some of the Asiarchs also, who were his friends, sent to him and urged him not to throw himself into the theatre.

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Ephesians 6:18-19 (JND) [18] praying at all seasons, with all prayer and supplication in [the] Spirit, and watching unto this very thing with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints; [19] and for me in order that utterance may be given to me in [the] opening of my mouth to make known with boldness the mystery of the glad tidings,



CHRIST AS FOOD

J. R. Cumming 

Luke 22: 39–46; John 6: 57 

I desire the Lord’s help to say a few words as to that verse in John’s gospel, what the Lord said as to Himself, “I live on account of the Father, he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. A very wonderful statement! Maybe we cannot say very much about it; maybe we do not know too much about it either. I would just like to preface that by referring to this scripture in Luke’s gospel. It is the mount of Olives here in Luke’s gospel. It is Gethsemane in Matthew and Mark, which we understand accentuates the pressure. Gethsemane, we understand, was a part of the mount of Olives; so it is the same place. But Luke, under the Spirit’s touch, stresses that He went forth “according to his custom to the mount of Olives”. 

So the Lord Jesus here is an object for our hearts and our affections as we think about Him. There were those who went with Him, followed Him, but the stone’s throw is mentioned here. It is anticipative of what the Lord was actually to endure on the cross. The Lord Jesus went through it here, in all the holiness of how He felt about it, and it is a touch to our affections, I think, to see the Lord here in the extremity of what was so pressing upon Him. 

He was at the mount of Olives, and in that position He says, “Father”. He was a blessed, unique Man in relation to the will of the Father in all the demand of love, and yet He was able for it. That involved the way He went, but it is so fine when you read these words, “Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me—but then, not my will, but thine be done”. Oh the perfection of what this brings to our hearts freshly and always should touch us. On the one hand it is the area of pressure and sorrow, and yet it is that blessed Man in the relationship of what He was to the Father, and that in the enjoyment of a communion which was distinctive. 

That is the way love has gone, it is anticipative of what was involved at the cross, and that was only a few hours ahead. The Lord Jesus went through it here in His spirit as to all that it meant, and in the holiness that marked Him in regard to all that was going to come upon Him. He felt that; “if thou wilt remove this cup from me”. That is said to the Father. And then the blessed obedience that comes in these following words—“but then, not my will, but thine be done”. 

Well that is the way it has been taken up, beloved brethren. It is a wonderful thing to think about the Lord Jesus measuring sin’s distance. God could measure the distance. I think it has been said somewhere in ministry that at our very best we do not know too much as to our judgment of sin; maybe we have to deepen in that. But here was sin’s distance measured by a blessed Man. That involved the totality of the sacrifice that was going to be offered up; but sin’s distance was measured in a Man. He was taking that up and going through with it and all the suffering involved. It is for us to be affected by it; to take our place in affection for Christ in the testimony that is here for Him now. He was the only One that could go this way; but as having gone that way, the way is clear so that you and I can follow in the testimony. 

It says here in John chapter 6, “As the living Father has sent me”, that is a very delightful phrase; I do not know whether the expression, ‘the living Father’, occurs anywhere else, although there are references to the living God. Oh think of the delight of that word being recorded here! There was absolute committal to the will of God without any deviation at all, everything was carried through in perfection by Him, “As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father”. That note of Mr. Darby’s is very searching, he says that the sense is ‘by reason of what the Father is and his living;’ ‘I live by reason of his being and living’. It takes some understanding; he says it is not just ‘by’ or ‘through’, it is something more deep than that. It is a wonderful thing that the Lord Jesus should think to put it to us in this way, that He lives “on account of the Father”. Think of all that that life meant to the Father; think of all that was, you might say, exactly as He would desire it; everything was there in perfection and yet that life was given up. It is a wonderful thing for us to think about. 

There is always a need for us to be morally affected by what we read. The perfection of Christ is wonderful for us to be affected by, to see it, you might say objectively. We have to see that; Christ is distinctive in that way, but it should have a moral effect on us. We can see in Luke 22 that the disciples were with the Lord in these circumstances, and they all went to sleep; they certainly were not living as He says in verse 57 of John 6, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. That is what the Lord wants, persons who take this matter up, “he also who eats me”, I suppose, would be appropriating that One to ourselves. He says when that is done, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”; in other words, that same idea would be in us as it is in Christ perfectly; everything there from the Father, and everything carried through in the believer as feeding on Christ. 

‘Eating Me’ is more than a round of meetings, and I want to be careful in what I say, but I speak to all of us, and to our young people here too with us tonight. We can settle very nicely into a way of things in the meetings, and I am not decrying the meetings, but that is not necessarily eating Him. We can live on the exteriors of the fellowship, but I am rather tested by a remark of Mr. Taylor where he says, that a true believer must evidence a matter of independency. You say, that is surely not right, we should not be independent. What would you do if all the brethren went wrong? What would you do? All the brethren went wrong in Luke 22, they were sleeping. What are you going to do if the test comes in your life? Mr. Darby said once that he was prepared to go on alone. Paul said at the end of 2 Timothy, “At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them”, 2 Timothy 4: 16. I take it that would be the brethren; he would not be worried about other men at that point; he would not be looking for support from other men; it would be the brethren, they all forsook him. What is left? “But the Lord stood with me”—that is eating Me. He knew the Lord was with him. I think we have to come to certain things in our lives, and I am subject to the brethren in what I am saying, but I feel it very much that we could go on in an outward way, but the Lord speaks to us at times in many, many ways, and it is all to this great end, that we should find reality in our link with Christ, so that nothing can come in between Him and each one of His own personally, no matter what happens. I think it is vital. That would preserve us from being just nominally in the position of fellowship, good and all as that may be, and good as all the meetings are, we are not criticising these benefits, but if we are living only in these, then we are missing out in the vital part as to what Christ should be to us personally. I just want to leave that with the brethren. Let us see to it that we in our time know that, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. 

I suppose Mary in a certain way displays the thing. There was Martha busy with all that was to happen, and we sometimes can be very, very busy about the meetings also, and the meetings can be very busy too; Mary does not say anything but she is just absorbing His word. I think she was really on the line of appropriating Him, and as having taken that part it was never going to be taken from her. After all, beloved brethren, if we are here for a few years, what are we growing up to, if it is not a knowledge of divine Persons? There is nothing else that will remain. So let us be exercised that we are marked by this line of formation after Christ, and to know what it is, as He says here, “he also who eats me shall live also on account of me”. Wonderful end! May we know it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
20 August 1991 

 


Scripture references

Luke 22:39-46 (JND) [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth. [45] And rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief. [46] And he said to them, Why sleep ye? rise up and pray that ye enter not into temptation.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

2 Timothy 4:16 (JND) [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them.



DIVINE SEARCHING

J. D. Gray 

Genesis 37: 1–3, 23, 24, 27, 28; 43: 1 

Our brother has been speaking about the Father’s appreciation of Christ. You get in this section these men who had little or no appreciation of what that blessed relationship was. The coat of many colours Joseph was invested in was a token of his father’s appreciation of him, and they had little or no appreciation of Joseph or of their father’s feelings. They put him into the pit, and they sold him to the Ishmaelites; then they go on in their own way. Over twenty years pass and then they have to go down into Egypt to buy grain, and they are brought into the presence of the one whom they despised. What a way divine Persons have of bringing us into the divine presence to face up to a matter, to face up to moral issues in our lives. “Then they said one to another, We are indeed guilty concerning our brother, whose anguish of soul we saw when he besought us, and we did not hearken”, Genesis 42: 21. Jehovah brought these men into Joseph’s presence by way of famine. God has His own ways of helping as to searching out matters in our lives. Things can go a long time; it went on a long time with Joseph’s brethren. 

Then it says, “Go again, buy us a little food”. It brings them into the presence of Joseph as the one who divines. We are brought into the presence of Christ, dear brethren, as the One who divines, the One who knows; He knows our thinking, knows what we are; He knows us through and through. You get a sense when you are in a meeting like this that you are in the presence of God, and there is a searching going on in our souls as to whether we are real. They say, “we are honest” (Genesis 42: 11); they are tested as to whether they are honest; they are tested in the presence of Joseph. He brings them round and, as a result, Joseph was made known to his brethren. After over twenty years of deceitfulness in this family of Jacob he did not know the deceitfulness in his house. Then the final result was, after much heart searching and soul searching, that they were brought into the presence of Joseph through the need for food, because there was dearth in the place, famine was there. The famine was extended, they had to go again, it says they could have gone twice “certainly have returned already twice” (Genesis 43: 10), but matters were prolonged. They were not prolonged in vain, they were prolonged so that they came into the presence of the one who divines, who knows everything; but the result, as I say, was one of Joseph being made known to his brethren. What a state in a place to be arrived at after such a long period of dearth, deceit and unhappiness, as in this section of scripture! 

I only use it to exercise our hearts and souls that we might be searched. Some one had been damaged in this section; Joseph had been damaged, a young man had been damaged, seventeen years’ old, and it went on for over twenty years, while his brethren were going on in their own ways, living their life trying to forget about him. God was working to bring them round to face the moral issue. That is how the Lord works. He brings them round in a way that they would least have expected. They went down to Egypt the first time, they never thought about Joseph; when they came into his presence their conscience reacted. If we get into the presence of God the things we may have forgotten about are manifested there; everything is manifested, the heart is manifested, the thoughts and intents of the heart. The word of God comes through Joseph to them, sharper than any two-edged sword, a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart (see Hebrews 4: 12). That is the word of God which all have to do with. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
20 August 1991 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 37:1-28 (JND) [1] And Jacob dwelt in the land where his father sojourned in the land of Canaan. [2] These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, fed the flock with his brethren; and he was doing service with the sons of Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives. And Joseph brought to his father an evil report of them. [3] And Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was son of his old age; and he made him a vest of many colours. [4] And his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, and they hated him, and could not greet him with friendliness. [5] And Joseph dreamed a dream, and told [it] to his brethren, and they hated him yet the more. [6] And he said to them, Hear, I pray you, this dream, which I have dreamt: [7] Behold, we were binding sheaves in the fields, and lo, my sheaf rose up, and remained standing; and behold, your sheaves came round about and bowed down to my sheaf. [8] And his brethren said to him, Wilt thou indeed be a king over us? wilt thou indeed rule over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams and for his words. [9] And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamt another dream, and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me. [10] And he told [it] to his father and to his brethren. And his father rebuked him, and said to him, What is this dream which thou hast dreamt? Shall we indeed come, I and thy mother and thy brethren, to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth? [11] And his brethren envied him; but his father kept the saying. [12] And his brethren went to feed their father's flock at Shechem. …

Genesis 43:1 (JND) [1] And the famine was grievous in the land.

Genesis 42:21 (JND) [21] Then they said one to another, We are indeed guilty concerning our brother, whose anguish of soul we saw when he besought us, and we did not hearken; therefore this distress is come upon us.

Genesis 42:11 (JND) [11] We are all one man's sons; we are honest: thy servants are not spies.

Genesis 43:10 (JND) [10] For had we not lingered, we should now certainly have returned already twice.

Hebrews 4:12 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart.



RESULTS FROM FAILURE

G. Bailey 

2 Samuel 12: 7–9 

I think the edge of the word has come to us already this evening, but I thought of this incident in David’s life, a very sad and dark part of his experience; a part which he went to considerable ends to conceal, but which God in His affection for him did not allow to be concealed. I think the goodness of God is seen in the exercises that have to be gone through; they may be painful, and they may bring out what is not the best, what is not characteristic. The Lord has His own way, the Lord will deal with it. 

David lowered himself considerably in this incident as to Urijah. I thought of Urijah perhaps as being one who was really appropriating Christ as food; he was deriving from something outside of himself; he was moving in relation to what was pleasurable to God; he could speak of the ark of Jehovah, saying, “The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields”, 2 Samuel 11: 11. He was concerned as to what was proceeding in the testimony and in the history of Israel, what was of first and prime delight to the heart of God at that time. But all the time there was this activity proceeding which was undermining. Urijah might have thought, as he was put in the thick of the battle, and as a man of evident skill himself, that there was something amiss in the conduct of this warfare, and yet he goes through with it. I think that is a very encouraging feature of this man. 

My exercise in reading this scripture is to refer to what is proceeding with David in deceit and how God has to speak as to it. He sends the prophet who speaks to David and alerts his right instincts. We are thankful for these right instincts. When things go awry, what is there of the work of God that can be appealed to and wrought upon? It produces judgment right in principle, but he was not yet applying it to himself. David is quick to judge of this matter, “As Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done this thing is worthy of death”, he says (2 Samuel 12: 5). How truly he spoke, and Nathan has to say, “Thou art the man!” What a stain on David’s character we might say; how solemn indeed if we lose sight of the perfection of the Lord Jesus and allow ourselves to be moved in a sinful way. What had become of Abigail, what had become of those assembly features that had so appealed to David? There must have been a sad declension in his view as to that, but how wonderful it is to turn to the recovery of the servant. In Psalm 51, which has often been referred to, how full and how complete is his judgment, “Wash me fully”, he says, “from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me” (Psalm 51: 2, 3). I think as we contemplate the perfection in the Lord Jesus; as we contemplate the all-seeing, penetrating character of the word; this would be the product in our experience—“I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done what is evil in thy sight; that thou mayest be justified when thou speakest, be clear when thou judgest” (verse 4). I think David would realize that he had betrayed the trust that God had put in him, and impeached the ability to judge clearly and without favour. 

So he goes on to speak about creating in him a clean heart and restoring the joy of salvation; then the sacrifices of God are a broken spirit—“a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” (Psalm 51: 17) “Then shalt thou have sacrifices of righteousness” (verse 19). I think this is the searching matter, sacrifices of righteousness. If God is to be rightly served, and there is to be power and progress, then righteousness would be the foundation to it. Think of the righteousness that was found in Jesus, not one deviation from the will of God; what a Model, perfect and unswerving, we have in Him. May our hearts be set in relation to Him and to what is of Himself here, so that our committal and our judgments may be clear, and that our hearts and footsteps may be set in relation to upholding what is of assembly character for His pleasure and delight. For His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh
20 August 1991 

 


Scripture references

2 Samuel 12:7-9 (JND) [7] And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man! Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: I anointed thee king over Israel, and I delivered thee out of the hand of Saul; [8] and I gave thee thy master's house, and thy master's wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if [that] had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things. [9] Wherefore hast thou despised the word of Jehovah to do evil in his sight? thou hast smitten Urijah the Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children of Ammon.

2 Samuel 11:11 (JND) [11] And Urijah said to David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields: shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [As] thou livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.

2 Samuel 12:5 (JND) [5] Then David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As Jehovah liveth, the man that hath done this thing is worthy of death;

Psalms 51 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David; when Nathan the prophet came to him, after he had gone in to Bath-sheba.} Be gracious unto me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness; according to the abundance of thy tender mercies, blot out my transgressions. [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me. …

Psalms 51:2-3 (JND) [2] Wash me fully from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. [3] For I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is continually before me.

Psalms 51:17 (JND) [17] The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.



EXTRACTS

But there is another very sweet consideration to be noticed here. Enoch received testimony that he pleased God, before he was translated. This is very important and very precious. If we walk with God, we have the testimony that we please Him; we have the sweetness of communion with God, the testimony of His Spirit. His intercourse with us in the sense of His presence, the consciousness of walking according to His word, which we know to be approved by Him—in a word, a life which, spent with Him and before Him by faith, is spent in the light of His countenance, and in the enjoyment of the communications of His grace and of a sure testimony, coming from Himself, that we are pleasing to 

Him. A child who walks with a kind father and converses with him, his conscience reproaching him with nothing—does he not enjoy the sense of his parent’s favour? 

In figure Enoch here represents the position of the saints who compose the assembly. He is taken up to heaven by virtue of a complete victory over death. By the exercise of sovereign grace he is outside the government and the ordinary deliverance of God. He bears testimony by the Spirit to the judgment of the world, but he does not go through it (Jude 14, 15). A walk like that of Enoch has God for its object; His existence is realised—the great business of life, which in the world is spent as if man did everything—and the fact that He is interested in the walk of men, that He takes account of it, in order to reward those who diligently seek Him. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 5, pp243, 244) 

I would remark as to the young, that the work of God in them will always show itself in outward smallness, the Lord Himself being the example for us, from the outset of our spiritual history. We are told that in youthfulness He was in the midst of the doctors, not seeking out persons of His own age, but in the midst of the doctors He both heard and asked questions. The young would do well to follow that as an example. It is well that the young people should learn how to sit in the midst of those who know more than they. I speak to the young that you may see how you are to be brought to this, and learn how to be at the Lord’s disposal at all times. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, p.447)
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Scripture references

Jude 1:14-15 (JND) [14] And Enoch, [the] seventh from Adam, prophesied also as to these, saying, Behold, [the] Lord has come amidst his holy myriads, [15] to execute judgment against all; and to convict all the ungodly of them of all their works of ungodliness, which they have wrought ungodlily, and of all the hard [things] which ungodly sinners have spoken against him.
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