
Notes of Ministry - 634 - September 2025

Various
Brethren Ministry Library



Title Page






WHAT CHRIST ACCOMPLISHED AT THE CROSS


Luke 23:32-47

The section of scripture we have read is most affecting, speaking as it does of what took place at the cross of Jesus.  There are other accounts in the gospels, and this one is particularly affecting.  We sang about the cross of Christ:

‘’Tis in the cross of Christ we trace

 His righteousness, yet wondrous grace’

And then,

‘But in the cross of Christ we see

 How God can save, yet righteous be’

              (Hymn 357)  

The cross of Christ is a tremendous matter.  It is striking that, in prophetic scriptures, so much is said in detail about what led up to the cross and what took place there.  The Lord’s feelings in relation to the cross are spoken about, and that would emphasise the importance of what took place there.  Every moral matter was settled. The Lord Jesus is recorded as saying, “It is finished”, John 19:30.  Every moral matter that stood out between God and man was resolved there.

Leading up to the cross were His incoming and His life here.  He trod the pathway of God’s will: all was accomplished by the Lord Jesus.  Then His death on the cross was followed by His blood being shed.  He was buried, and He was three days and three nights in the heart of the earth (Matt.12:40); then He was raised and He ascended.  It was on the cross that the great moral question of sin and sins was resolved.  We can read about it in detail here.  It says that “they came to the place which is called Skull”.  That would refer to the emptiness of man’s mind; it was there that they crucified Him.  At the cross we find all that we are is exposed, and that exposure is in the light of all that God is.  The light of God comes to us and exposes what we are, but that light also tells us about God – about His righteousness and His love.  In Romans 5 it says, “but God commends his love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us” (v.8): we see that at the cross.  Jesus was fully in accord with that in His mind and heart; He says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  That was not a wishful request, because the Lord Jesus knew and was expressing what was in the heart and mind of God.  He says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  

Immediately before this He had been nailed to the cross.  He Himself had said, “thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, John 3:14.  The scripture says, “him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by the hand of lawless men, have crucified and slain”, Acts 2:23.  All that man was, and is, was exposed at the cross.  All the different forces at work, the Roman authorities, the Jews, the crowd – all were exposed.  Earlier in Luke 23 they said, “Crucify, crucify him” (v.21).  Pilate says, “nothing worthy of death is done by him” (v.15).  Yet the crowd “were urgent with loud voices, begging that he might be crucified” (v.23).  Think of the awful exposure of what man was in that scene.  

The soldiers crucified Him, alongside two malefactors, one on the right hand and one on the left.  They put Jesus there with these robbers, unrighteous men.  Amidst all of that, the Lord Jesus says, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.  The perfection of the Lord Jesus was seen in His whole life, but here at the cross the awfulness of man and the perfection of Jesus are brought into stark contrast.  The prophet says, “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth”, Isa.53:7.  The Lord Jesus said little, but what He did say was, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”.   

The Lord did not answer the malefactor who spoke insultingly to Him.  However, the other who said, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom” received His answer – “Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise”.  The cross brings into relief the perfection of Jesus.  He was always the same: His love and grace were always the same, but He was tested at the cross in a way that never was before and never would be again.  Then, after the three hours of darkness, He says, “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”.  The love and grace and dependence of this Person were in complete contrast with all that was around Him at the cross.

What greater test could there be for man than all that led up to the cross, and then what took place there? The Lord’s perfection shone through.  For every other man, there was failure.  Think of Peter: no one was more zealous and passionate than Peter about following the Lord, and yet in the previous chapter it says, “Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said to him, Before the cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice.  And Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly” (chap.22:61,62).  Peter was not able, he learned that through bitter experience, and no other man is able, all have failed.  It says in Romans, “There is not a righteous man, not even one” (chap.3:10). There is no one able for the testing of the cross apart from Jesus.  He was able, morally able. The hymn says

‘No act of power could e’er atone,

  No wonder-working word

 Could, from the brightness of the throne,

  Make love’s sweet voice be heard’

 (Hymn 431)

There was no outward display of power when Jesus went to the cross, but what a display of moral power there was – the testing brought out the moral perfections of this sinless, spotless Person.

Of the crowd it says, “and the rulers also with them sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God”.  What awful depth of human behaviour, the sneering, no doubt designed to humiliate.  It was not enough that they put Him on the cross, they also sought to humiliate the Lord Jesus Christ.  It all brings out the awful sinfulness of man’s heart.  And as we consider that scene soberly, we have to come to it that what was exposed there in man, I find in myself: that is what we are.  The hymn says,

‘’Tis in the cross of Christ we trace

His righteousness’                (Hymn 357)

The righteousness of God was satisfied by the perfect Offering, and our own unworthiness and dreadful moral state were exposed there.  It says, “Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him … but the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? and we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done”.  The “other” malefactor reminds us of the prodigal: “And coming to himself, he said …”, Luke 15:17.  He realised what he was: the light of God had come into his soul, showing the righteousness of God and also bringing the realisation of what he was in the light of that.  He understood something of the One suffering beside him, and he says, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”.  In a very short space of time he had received the most wonderful light, and he expresses it in this way.

What he says is remarkable.  I trust, dear friend, if you have never done so before, that you would speak to the Lord Jesus about what you are as a sinner, in your sins; He knows all about you in any case.  That is the glory of it, that the Lord Jesus Christ is God in His own person, and He knows everything about you.  And yet even knowing all of that, He suffered and died for you: “in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us”, Rom.5:8.  He did not wait for us to get better to die for us, or even wait until we realised that we were sinners.  Christ died for me before I was a sinner in practice; He died for me before I put my faith and trust in Him. 

We are also told that “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God's righteousness in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  It was on the cross that He was made sin: the perfect, sinless Offering was made sin.  As having been made sin, He bore the wrath of a righteous and holy God against sin.  That is what is referred to in our passage: “And it was about the sixth hour, and there came darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour.  And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst”.  In these three hours of darkness, the great atoning sufferings of the Lord Jesus took place.  We cannot enter into them, but we are told about them, and we can have thankful hearts that He suffered there for me; He did it for me.  He was “made sin for us”.  

No one else could have endured such judgment; no mere man could atone for his own sins.  These malefactors had been crucified because of the wrong things they had done; their outlook was hopeless.  There was nothing they could do.  They were not going to atone for their sins by dying: that is the hopelessness of man.  We cannot atone for our sins in our lives, and we cannot atone for our sins by dying.  “For the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23), but we cannot atone for our sins.  What a hopeless situation! The scripture says, “None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him”, Ps.49:7.  We cannot redeem ourselves; we cannot redeem anyone else; we cannot pay the price that is due because we do not have the means.  But the Lord Jesus has suffered, and was made sin for us, and has died.  If you put your faith and trust in His finished work, then He has borne your sins there on the cross.  

He took on Himself the sins of those that believe as though they were His own.  It was not a mere transaction, something at a distance: He took these sins on Himself; He suffered for each one.  The blood of Christ cleanses from all sin (1 John 1:7), so we can say with authority that, if you have put your faith and trust in Christ and you are under the shelter of His blood shed on the cross, there is not a single sin of yours that was missed there.  You are completely free in the presence of God, which is why in Colossians 1 it says He “made peace by the blood of his cross” (v.20).  You can never have peace with God in your sins.  We are so thankful for the work that has been done because Christ has borne everything, and it means that as believing we have peace with God.  Every moral matter has been resolved on the cross.  

“And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple rent in the midst”: as we have said, man can be free in the presence of God because Christ has suffered and died and borne God’s judgment on sin and the sins of those who trust Him.  But the rending of the veil also shows that God is free to come out to man: God has now come out in blessing towards man.  The scripture says, “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all”, Rom.3:22.  God can now come out in His disposition of grace towards man, and righteousness is available freely; but to get the gain of that righteousness, you must put your faith in the work of Jesus.  It goes on to say there, “for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat” (vv.23-25).  God has come out and He has set Christ forth as a mercy-seat.  That is what God is doing in the gospel: He is setting Christ forth as a mercy-seat.  God is telling you about the Lord Jesus Christ and His work, as a result of which redemption and justification are available freely by His grace.  What a wonderful message, dear friend! The great moral basis of all this blessing was laid at the cross. 

On the cross, His blood was shed.  We read, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 John 1:7.  That is another matter that was accomplished on the cross.  The scripture says, “for in him”, that is, in Jesus, “all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell, and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross – by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens”, Col.1:19,20.  Because of the work that Christ has done, and the perfection of that shed blood of His, He has made peace so that men can be reconciled to God.  He has “made peace by the blood of his cross”; that happened on the cross.  We read of that in John 19: “The soldiers therefore … coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs, but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water” (vv.32-34).  Think of the contrast there: the soldiers saw He was already dead, and what did they do?  One of them “pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water”.  Think of the malice and hatred of man: there was no need to pierce Him with a spear, but that is what man is.  We are not told what went through that soldier’s mind when he pierced the Lord’s side, but we are told that there came out blood and water.  It is the divine answer, the shedding of the blood of a perfect, holy, righteous Man.  It speaks of that in Hebrews: “the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God” (chap.9:14).  He was the spotless, perfect Offering.  What a contrast to man in his sins and cruelty! 

Then there is another great matter.  While in Colossians peace is made between God and man, in Ephesians, peace is spoken of as having been made between men.  The verses in question are similar, but they differ.  Ephesians says, “For he is our peace, who has made both one” (chap.2:14).  That refers directly to Jew and Gentile, but it applies to anyone.  The apostle goes on to say, “that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity” (vv.15,16).  What differences exist between people, but enmity has been annulled in His flesh: that also was accomplished on the cross.  The first man, man according to flesh, was judged at the cross and removed in the burial of Christ.  The guilt of my sins was borne there, and He was made sin for us there, but the whole order of man that sinned was dealt with.  Because of the work of Christ on the cross, there is a glorious solution to the difficulties that exist between one person and another; it was all dealt with at the cross too.  He made peace between man and God, but also provided the basis of peace between believers.  The scope of what was accomplished at the cross is an amazing matter.

In Philippians 2 we are told about the kind of man that God loves.  Jesus is spoken of: “who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in the likeness of men; and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:6-8.  That is morally the kind of man that God is looking for, and He found it in Christ, the One who became obedient.  Before He came into manhood, in deity He was not in a condition to which obedience applied.  But as coming into manhood He took up that condition in perfection, and He was obedient.  He did the will of His God and Father, “becoming obedient even unto death”.  Think of what obedience meant to Jesus, who, because of who He is, knew all that lay before Him.  He went on to the cross knowing what would take place, and knowing that He was going to be made sin.  What perfection is seen in the Lord, knowing that He was going to be made sin, the thing that He hated the most, yet continuing in perfect obedience.  

We can have little understanding of what that meant for Him; He felt things perfectly and yet He was “obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  In our sinful condition we do not feel things as He does.  Then that passage goes on, “Wherefore also God highly exalted him” (v.9).  What was accomplished on the cross by the obedience of Jesus, and the manner in which He did that work, was so pleasing to God that He “highly exalted him”.  There is a great moral consequence: God could do nothing else but highly exalt such a Person.  We see the importance and the immensity of what was accomplished on the cross – for us, yes, but for God.  What Christ did for God is a greater thought.  I cannot say much about it, but we know that all that God desired to find in man He found in Christ, and all that God had in His heart for man in blessing He is now free to bestow because of what Christ has done.

We sing the hymn:

‘O the love of God is boundless,

   Perfect, causeless, full and free!’

        (Hymn 212)

God’s love is causeless, but it can only rest on us on a righteous basis.  God can come out in blessing to man in the way that He desired only because of the work of Christ on the cross.  That is what Jesus has secured in going to the cross.  When He said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” He was fully in accord with the will of His God and Father; He was making that will known.  He upheld the righteousness of God, making it known, and also fully showed the love of God.  God wants you to come to know Him, and the Lord Jesus wants you to come to know the Father too.  Dear friend, come now to know the love of God, and experience what it means to be righteous in the sight of God.  The righteousness of God is available to you because of what Christ has done, not because of anything that you can do.  It is all available in Christ.  Simply put your faith and trust in His work and come to God in repentance.  I trust that you know Him.  

Christ is no longer on the cross; He is no longer in death.  He is risen and ascended, and the Holy Spirit has come from the Father and the Son.  The Lord speaks of this in John 4: “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and hewould have given thee living water” (v.10).  Jesus would give you living water, and that is the gift and the power of the Holy Spirit.  You can enjoy this great blessing; you could never have known it if it had not been for what Christ did on the cross.

I trust that you know Him for yourself.  May the Lord bless these few simple thoughts, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Malvern

Mark Grant

6 April 2025

 

 


Scripture references

Luke 23:32-47 (JND) [32] Now two others also, malefactors, were led with him to be put to death. [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise. …

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Matthew 12:40 (JND) [40] For even as Jonas was in the belly of the great fish three days and three nights, thus shall the Son of man be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.

Luke 23 (JND) [1] And the whole multitude of them, rising up, led him to Pilate. [2] And they began to accuse him, saying, We have found this [man] perverting our nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is Christ, a king. [3] And Pilate demanded of him saying, Art *thou* the king of the Jews? And he answering him said, Thou sayest. …

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Luke 15:17 (JND) [17] And coming to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have abundance of bread, and *I* perish here by famine.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Psalms 49:7 (JND) [7] None can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him,

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Colossians 1:19-20 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell, [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2:6-8 (JND) [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …



SERVING ONE ANOTHER


Numbers 3:33-37; 4:29-33;  Ezra 8:15-20;  Philippians 2:19-21

We have been occupied in the reading meeting with the care of the Lord Jesus for His own.  How wonderful divine care is: we prove it day by day.  We are told to “cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you”, 1 Pet.5:7.  We can look back on our histories and say that we have proved divine care individually and in our local meetings.  I seek help now to speak about care in relation to what we have part in: we are to care for one another.

We have read about the Merarites.  There were three families of Levites: the Kohathites, the Gershonites and the Merarites, and they were distinct in Israel.  The priesthood was distinct and the Levites were distinct; but in Christianity, each believer who has the Spirit is a priest, is a Levite, is an ordinary Israelite, and is numbered for military service.  Each believer is also a Nazarite – we are told about the special vow of the Nazarite in Numbers 6; there was special commitment.  But what was extraordinary in Israel is normal in Christianity, so there are not classes of persons now as there were of old.  Every believer who has the Spirit is constituted spiritual and is therefore a priest.  

We read about the Merarites and their service, and their service was in relation to the boards of the tabernacle and these other things, which speak of persons.  The boards speak of persons, and the work of the Merarites therefore suggests care in relation to believers.  The Kohathites carried the ark, the most precious things, speaking of Christ and His testimony.  You might say that John’s gospel was written by a Kohathite.  The priesthood underlies what is Levitical1.  John the evangelist was a spiritual man.  He loved the Lord Jesus and he could say that the Lord Jesus loved him.  He writes of himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved”, John 21:20.  He knew nearness to the Lord Jesus.  What a wonderful gospel John wrote; he is a contemplator: “we have contemplated his glory” (chap.1:14).  He wrote his gospel from that point of view; what a wealth of understanding he had, because he loved the Lord Jesus.  And because he was a spiritual man he was able in what he wrote to convey the glories of the Person of Christ.  That would be the service of a Kohathite, able to speak about “the Word”, the deity of Christ, the sonship of Christ, able to write that wonderful gospel.  How attractively John does so.  The third family was the Gershonites.  They carried the hangings and the veil, things that speak of divine principles.

The Merarites carried the boards, suggesting as I said care for persons.  In speaking about the Merarites I do not want to discount what the service of the Kohathites and the Gershonites represents, not at all; but what is in mind is the Merarites and what they carried.  They were heavy things, these boards were ten cubits in length, about fifteen feet, and made of acacia wood overlaid with gold, so they would have been heavy, suggesting that care for the saints involves exercise, but it is done in love.  We care for one another because we love one another.  The Ephesians could be commended because they had love “towards all the saints”, Eph.1:15.  What a commendation!  The saints are precious, we get a sense of the value of what believers are to God, what the saints are to Christ.  These boards were substantial, all true believers are substantial, they are of value.  The ark was made of acacia wood, the boards were of the same wood, suggesting that morally the saints are like Christ.  How wonderful that is.  The boards were covered in gold, speaking of the righteousness of God.  We sang that in our hymn:

  ‘Thine, through redemption’s precious blood,

 Which cleansed, which brought us nigh to God

 In righteousness divine’      (Hymn 180)

The boards were covered in gold – clothed, you might say, in ‘righteousness divine’.  They also had silver tenons that fitted in the sockets of silver.  Silver in scripture speaks of redemption.  I trust that everyone here is redeemed, and knows what it is to shelter under the precious blood of the Lord Jesus.  What a Saviour He is!  We have spoken of His care.  He loves you, dear friend, He has died for you, but still you need to accept Him.  He has done everything, there is no work that you need to do, or can do.  That man on the Jericho road in Luke 10 – there was nothing that he could do to help himself.  All that is required of us is to believe.  Scripture speaks of “righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all”, Rom.3:22.  The love of God to secure your righteousness is towards you.  Then it adds, “and upon all those who believe”.  There is the righteousness of God and the love of God from God’s side, and on our side: “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20:21.  The boards stood up in the sockets of silver.  Is that like you, dear friend?  When you put your faith and trust in Christ, you become someone of value in God’s things – a believer, a saint.  You do not have to die to become a saint.  Believers are saints, by divine calling (see 1 Cor.1:2 and footnote).  What dignity!  Do we really appreciate the dignity of Christianity, the dignity of believers in the Lord Jesus?  I trust that we may get a sense of that, because when we care for one another we are caring for what is valuable in God’s sight.

As I was saying, the boards were heavy, so that it involved exercise to carry them.  The whole tabernacle system was carried through the wilderness in affection.  The ark was carried by the priests, and it was carried in the affections of the people.  The Lord Jesus is in the affections of His own.  That is a wonderful thing.  Now we might think of Merarite service as being somewhat less than the other services, such as carrying the ark.  We have spoken of John’s gospel being written by someone who was really a Kohathite, but in John’s gospel we also get wonderful Merarite service spoken of as well.  I want to touch on that, to elevate our view of what this service is.  The Lord Jesus Himself, in John’s gospel, was exhibiting His care for His own.  We spoke earlier about this, and reference was made to John 13, where we read of the Lord’s care for the disciples.  It has been said that the setting of the Lord’s service there is Merarite2.  The Lord does not ask us to do anything He has not done Himself.  What a Person He is!  He gives us an example, as we have in verse 15 of that chapter, “as I have done to you”.  The Lord stooped down and washed His disciples’ feet.  A brother once said to me that the Person who is in Himself God – “the Word became flesh” (John 1:14), the One of whom it is said, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” (v.1) – in His becoming flesh He came into a condition in which He could stoop down and wash my feet.  What a service!  What a service in love, beloved brethren!  How attractive the Lord’s service is to us.  

John 17 is one of the greatest chapters in scripture, because it gives us the Lord’s own words.  The Lord’s speaking in that chapter has been referred to as the priest at the golden altar3, the Lord speaking to His Father, and He does not speak of His work for us (wonderful as that is, it is more connected with the brazen altar), but the Lord at the golden altar suggests that precious fragrance ascending to the Father, speaking of the worth of the Person, the worth of the Lord before the Father.  What delight the Father had in that.  What was the Lord speaking to the Father about?  He was speaking about His own, and that included you and me (v.20).  Is that not wonderful?  That would elevate our view of the care that the Lord Jesus takes of those who believe in Him.  We also think of Him in resurrection, and the care He showed for His own: how blessed!  What a precious object the Lord Jesus is to our affections, and that is to stimulate us in care for one another.  

Those of whom we read in Numbers 3 were numbered from a month old and upwards.  It is obvious that a baby of a month old cannot do anything, but this scripture shows the divine side; God was claiming these Levites, and He is claiming you.  If you put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, He has claimed you.  It is all potential in chapter 3; where we read in chapter 4 it is from thirty years old and upward.  That means that spiritual formation has taken place.  In our last scripture, there is a reference to caring how the saints get on.  When we are in our local meetings, we see the brethren weekly, at least, but when we visit a place where perhaps we have not been for a year or two, we can see progress with the brethren.  Of course it happens locally too, but maybe we do not take account of it in the same way.  We would expect to see growth and progress; it is how the saints are getting on.  

In Numbers 8, we find that the service starts and God reduces the age from thirty to twenty-five, as though He is so pleased, He wants everyone in His service.  He wants you in it, dear friend; He wants me in it.  We are left here to serve, and the Lord is the perfect Servant.  He set out everything in perfection, and He has done things that we are not asked to do and could not do; but we are to care for one another.  

Numbers 3 gives the scope of the service of the Levites, and chapter 4 provides more detail.  The thought of what is precious comes in: “by name ye shall number to them the materials which are their charge to carry”.  Nothing is missed, and no one is missed.  The Lord knows those that are His (2 Tim.2:19), and every one is precious in His sight.  The Merarites had care of these boards: persons need to be cared for.  Then you have the pillars and also the bars; these had to be carried too.  The bars linked all the boards together (Exod.26:26-30), so we are not independent of each other, but are brought into this wonderful system.  The bars might suggest the activities of the Holy Spirit, these bars that ran between the boards to hold them all together as one.  It is like “using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit”, Eph.4:3.  The unity of the Spirit is fixed and eternal, and cannot be broken, but we are exhorted to use diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit.  We are to help one another in relation to these things.

Then there are the pegs.  When a peg is in use, most of it is not seen, it is in the ground.  It might remind us of a believer who is laid aside, but they are praying.  There are brethren who are happy to be like one of these pegs, out of sight, not prominent and perhaps out of sight, but praying.  What a valuable feature!  We are all able to pray, and how the Lord values that.  He values someone who is suffering and is praying and thinking of others, caring about how the saints are getting on.  There has been prayer in relation to this meeting for fellowship, to promote the enjoyment of the truth together.  Such meetings are to encourage us, to help us and to set us forward in the truth and in affection for Christ and for one another, in affection for the assembly.  

There are also the cords.  What Paul says in 2 Corinthians 11:28 came before me.  It speaks about the “cares ... of all the assemblies”.  Well, none of us has part in that like Paul had.  He goes over a whole list in that chapter, all the things he had passed through.  Then he says, “Besides those things that are without” – all those other things were outside, surrounding him – “the crowd of cares pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies.  Who is weak, and I am not weak?  Who is stumbled, and I burn not?” (vv.28,29).  Paul felt things: “the burden of all the assemblies”.  The bearing of such a burden might be like a cord.  Cords need to be taut, and there is strength in these cords.  Well, how strong are the cords in scripture: “I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love”, Hos.11:4.  How strong these cords are, but think of these cords of Paul, carrying the cares, the burden of all the assemblies.  

We read in Ezra, which was written in a day of recovery.  Judah had gone into captivity because of their unfaithfulness, and then there was recovery in Ezra’s time.  Some were coming back from Babylon, because there had been a great release.  It might make us think of the recovery to the truth that began in the nineteenth century, and what has come down to us now.  It says that the house was finished (chap.6:15).  Later it says that the house is to be beautified (chap.7:27).  In that chapter, Ezra himself comes to light.  Ezra is a priest and a spiritual man, perhaps suggesting that what is needed is increasing spirituality for the house to be beautified.  Applying it to the present time, the building continues, it goes on.  The building in this dispensation is to continue; believers are to be built up.  But when Ezra comes into view, what is particularly in mind is beautification, so the time of Ezra might suggest a recovery within a recovery.  

Other features come to light as represented by Ezra, and he leaves Babylon, he leaves the captivity.  Ezra is making this journey to Jerusalem, which involves exercise, and he “gathered them together at the river that runs to Ahava”.  The river must represent in some way the operations of the Spirit, and Ezra is exercised that he is in accord with the Spirit’s operations.  Then he surveys the people.  He finds that there are none of the sons of Levi there.  Now there were Levites in the initial recovery at the beginning of the book.  That was perhaps in view of the establishment of things initially, the truth as to the Lord’s person, the principles relating to fellowship, these essential truths were recovered.  But in chapter 8 there were no Levites with them.  That leads to exercise as to what is to be done, and there are these sons of Levi brought to light, and they are Merarites.  That suggests that the beautification of the house needs persons who love the Lord Jesus, and who also love divine principles.  We have often been told that principles are not just what is written on a page, but they are upheld by persons.  The Merarites come to light in chapter 8 in view of the beautification of the house, its adornment and its refinement – what is for God’s pleasure.  We are in a refining time, and may we seek help in relation to it.  

What an encouragement it must have been for Ezra when these Levites – and they are named – were sent to him.  As well as the Levites there were two hundred and twenty Nethinim.  They have been linked with those who followed Israel through the wilderness, and they came to have a part in what was for God: David gave them a part in the service of song.  Perhaps we feel that we cannot do very much.  Well, dear young person, as a believer in the Lord Jesus you can visit an older brother or sister who is, perhaps, not able to be at meetings.  That is not beyond anyone.  You might be able to help to take someone to the meeting; these are all practical things.  The service of the Nethinim, I think, involves what is practical.  Mr. Darby, when he translated the bible, described himself as a hewer of wood and a drawer of water (not that we would call him that).  That is what the Nethinim were, they subserved the Levites (see 1 Chron.9:2 and footnote).  They did not think of it as a high service, wonderful as it was, but there are things that you can find to do in your local meeting in love for the Lord and in love for His saints.  The Lord would point out something simple that you can do.  All that is involved in the beautification of the house.

We read in Philippians; it is not a doctrinal epistle.  It is a lovely epistle: the Philippians were getting on, so this is not a corrective epistle like Corinthians or Galatians, although there were two who needed some adjustment (chap.4:2).  If we feel that we do not need adjustment in the local meeting, the danger is that we become Laodicean (Rev.3:17).  Exercises like this lead to the working out of things together and to dependence on God; they also give us opportunity to care for one another.  Paul was not visiting Philippi, but he was concerned about them, so he says, “I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that I also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on”.  He had written to them, he loved them, he had also been in the prison there, where the gospel came into Europe (Acts 16:12-40).  We are thankful for that, that the testimony turned in that direction.  We have all come into the benefit of that.  

Paul knew the saints in Philippi and he had confidence in them, but he cared how they were getting on.  Paul knew that it would bring refreshment if he sent Timotheus to them, who had his feelings for them: “For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on”.  “How yet get on” would relate to the state of believers, both individually and in the local meeting.  Paul was exercised about how the saints were getting on, and in Timothy he had someone who cared.  That is open to each one of us, to care for one another.  We are to care for one another, because each one is very precious.  Paul speaks in Corinthians about certain things you would not do because of a weak brother, because you have consideration for him.  He speaks of him as “the weak one, the brother for whose sake Christ died”, 1 Cor.8:11.  What value each believer has.  May we appreciate it more.

May we be helped in relation to caring for one another and caring for the Lord’s things.  He is going to come for us, we are looking forward to that, and then the time of care and carrying and burdens will be over.  But it is a wonderful privilege to have part in caring for those who belong to the Lord at the present time.  May we be encouraged in it, beloved brethren, for His name’s sake.

Address at Colchester

1 March 2025

Bill Lovie

 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 3:33-37 (JND) [33] Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: these are the families of Merari. [34] And those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were six thousand two hundred. [35] And the prince of the father's house of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail. They encamped on the side of the tabernacle northward. [36] And the charge of the sons of Merari consisted in the oversight of the boards of the tabernacle, and its bars, and its pillars, and its bases, and all its furniture, and all that belongs to its service, [37] and the pillars of the court round about, and their bases, and their pegs, and their cords.

Numbers 4:29-33 (JND) [29] The sons of Merari: after their families, according to their fathers' houses shalt thou number them; [30] from thirty years old and upward even to fifty years old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the labour, to perform the service of the tent of meeting. [31] And this shall be the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tent of meeting: the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and bases thereof, [32] and the pillars of the court round about, and their bases, and their pegs, and their cords, all their instruments, according to all their service; and by name ye shall number to them the materials which are their charge to carry. [33] This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service in the tent of meeting, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

Ezra 8:15-20 (JND) [15] And I gathered them together at the river that runs to Ahava; and there we encamped three days; and I surveyed the people and the priests, and found none of the sons of Levi there. [16] And I sent for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, and for Elnathan, and for Jarib, and for Elnathan, and for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and for Meshullam, chief men, and for Joiarib and for Elnathan, men of understanding. [17] And I gave them a commission to Iddo the chief, at the place Casiphia, and I put words in their mouths to say to Iddo [and] his brethren the Nethinim, at the place Casiphia, that they should bring to us ministers for the house of our God. [18] And by the good hand of our God upon us, they brought us a man of understanding, of the sons of Mahli, the son of Levi, the son of Israel, namely, Sherebiah, with his sons and his brethren, eighteen; [19] and Hashabiah, and with him Isaiah of the sons of Merari, his brethren and their sons, twenty; [20] and of the Nethinim, whom David and the princes had appointed for the service of the Levites, two hundred and twenty Nethinim: all of them were expressed by name.

Philippians 2:19-21 (JND) [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 5:7 (JND) [7] having cast all your care upon him, for he cares about you.

Numbers 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. …

John 21:20 (JND) [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up?

John 21:20 (JND) [20] Peter, turning round, sees the disciple whom Jesus loved following, who also leaned at supper on his breast, and said, Lord, who is it that delivers thee up?

Ephesians 1:15 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints,

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Romans 3:22 (JND) [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference;

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Numbers 3 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that Jehovah spoke with Moses on mount Sinai. [2] And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. [3] These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, who were consecrated to exercise the priesthood. …

Numbers 8 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses saying, [2] Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick. [3] And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as Jehovah had commanded Moses. …

Numbers 3 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that Jehovah spoke with Moses on mount Sinai. [2] And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. [3] These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, who were consecrated to exercise the priesthood. …

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Exodus 26:26-30 (JND) [26] And thou shalt make bars of acacia-wood; five for the boards of the one side of the tabernacle, [27] and five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the side of the tabernacle at the rear westward; [28] and the middle bar in the midst of the boards reaching from one end to the other. [29] And thou shalt overlay the boards with gold, and make [of] gold their rings, the receptacles of the bars, and shalt overlay the bars with gold. [30] And thou shalt set up the tabernacle according to its fashion, as hath been shewn thee on the mountain.

Ephesians 4:3 (JND) [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace.

2 Corinthians 11:28 (JND) [28] Besides those things that are without, the crowd [of cares] pressing on me daily, the burden of all the assemblies.

Hosea 11:4 (JND) [4] I drew them with bands of a man, with cords of love; and I was to them as they that take off the yoke on their jaws, and I gently caused them to eat.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

1 Chronicles 9:2 (JND) [2] And the inhabitants that were first in their possessions in their cities were the Israelites, the priests, the Levites, and the Nethinim.

Revelation 3:17 (JND) [17] Because thou sayest, I am rich, and am grown rich, and have need of nothing, and knowest not that *thou* art the wretched and the miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked;

Acts 16:12-40 (JND) [12] and thence to Philippi, which is [the] first city of that part of Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city certain days. [13] And on the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where it was the custom for prayer to be, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had assembled. [14] And a certain woman, by name Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard; whose heart the Lord opened to attend to the things spoken by Paul. [15] And when she had been baptised and her house, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and abide [there]. And she constrained us. [16] And it came to pass as we were going to prayer that a certain female slave, having a spirit of Python, met us, who brought much profit to her masters by prophesying. [17] She, having followed Paul and us, cried saying, These men are bondmen of the Most High God, who announce to you [the] way of salvation. [18] And this she did many days. And Paul, being distressed, turned, and said to the spirit, I enjoin thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And it came out the same hour. [19] And her masters, seeing that the hope of their gains was gone, having seized Paul and Silas, dragged [them] into the market before the magistrates; [20] and having brought them up to the praetors, said, These men utterly trouble our city, being Jews, [21] and announce customs which it is not lawful for us to receive nor practise, being Romans. [22] And the crowd rose up too against them; and the praetors, having torn off their clothes, commanded to scourge [them]. [23] And having laid many stripes upon them they cast [them] into prison, charging the jailor to keep them safely; …

1 Corinthians 8:11 (JND) [11] and the weak [one], the brother for whose sake Christ died, will perish through thy knowledge.



THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE


 

Dear friends, let me ask you, Are you living on that word of the Lord Jesus – “I am the resurrection and the life”?  Are your souls quickened to know that the power of death is put away, wherever the presence of Jesus is recognised?  And are you looking out in joyful anticipation to that time when the presence of the Lord shall raise and quicken your mortal bodies? and when bodies and souls shall alike partake of His holy likeness, released from sin, released from the power of death and Satan? … when our rest shall be glorious, for we shall rest with our all-glorious Head? when our joy shall be complete, for we shall enter into the full joy of our Lord? Till that time, dear friends, let us live in this blessed expectation, having our lights burning, waiting for the morning light when our Lord shall appear, living witnesses of the truth of God’s promises; for He will surely come, He will not tarry.  Amen. 

 

JND CW Vol.12 page 106

 

 

 


EDITOR’S NOTE


 

In the July edition, we included an extract from FER Letters page 308 which included the words 'otherwise the Spirit must have remained in the Deity'.  For the avoidance of doubt, it is clear that the thought in mind was that if the Holy Spirit had not descended on Christ at His baptism, He, the Spirit, would have remained in heaven.  There is no thought that the Holy Spirit in any sense laid aside deity in descending as a dove and abiding on the Lord Jesus.
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