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THE UNFAILING FAITHFULNESS OF GOD


James 5:16-18;  1 Kings 17:1-6;10-16;  18:21-24, 26-39, 41-45: 19: 3-6, 9-13, 18:  2 Kings 2:11

I have in mind to speak about the unfailing faithfulness of God in the day of departure.  In a world of great turmoil and change, it brings stability into the soul and heart of the believer to know that God will not change.  His unfailing faithfulness goes on.  We sang in our hymn:

‘We change – He changes not,

   Though changing years roll by’ (Hymn 349).

Let that comfort and assure us in our sorrows, that however much we change, there is no change with Jehovah; His faithfulness goes on.  And God is looking for faithful men; He is looking for faithful women, faithful brothers and sisters, boys and girls.  God’s faithfulness goes on of its own accord, but often God’s faithfulness is expressed through faithful men and faithful women.  It has been so right down through the history of God’s dealings with man. 

My mind went to Noah.  He was a faithful man who could be trusted with the building of the ark.  How accurately he would have built the ark, having been instructed of God.  Every detail would have been carried out according to God’s mind.  But not only that, he was intelligent.  Not only is the faithful man one who is entrusted to be accurate and to have the mind of God, but he is also intelligent.  Very soon after the ark rested, Noah built an altar and there he sacrificed the clean animals.  “And Jehovah smelled the sweet odour.  And Jehovah said in his heart, I will no more henceforth curse the ground on account of Man, for the thought of Man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will no more smite every living thing, as I have done.  Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease”, Gen 8:21,22.  Can you question that, dear friend?  We can see the evidence of God’s faithfulness even in relation to the creation.  Men worry, in some respects understandably, about the climate and all that goes with it – many of the problems they have caused themselves – but God’s faithfulness goes on.  And even the youngest of us can see God’s faithfulness in the creation: can you doubt that “the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease”?  

We can also think of another faithful man, Jeremiah.  We know that in the time of Jeremiah, Jerusalem was in ruins.  He was a feeling man.  I believe a faithful man is a feeling man.  He felt all that had come in and he could look upon Jerusalem in all its ruin and all its departure.  One scripture has laid hold of me in Lamentations; “It is of Jehovah’s loving kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness.  Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him”, Lam.3:22-24.  Let those words sink in, “his compassions fail not; they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness”.

Then we come to our own time.  The second epistle to Timothy was written amid the darkening days of the testimony when Paul was bound, but he knew that the work was not bound and he was looking for faithful men.  While it seems that Paul was almost alone, there were a few with him: “Luke alone is with me”, 2 Tim.4:11.  Paul could write to Timothy, “And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men”, 2 Tim.2:2.  So the Lord is looking for faithful persons, that is men and women who have an appreciation of Paul, his ministry and of the light that had come.  But along with that, verse 13 of that same section says, speaking of the faithfulness of God, “if we are unfaithful, he abides faithful, for he cannot deny himself”.  It is impossible for God to deny Himself.  His faithfulness goes on.

The passage in James illustrates and fills out what I had in mind in relation to Elijah.  He was a remarkable man and I like that little phrase that James puts in; “Elias was a man of like passions to us”, that is, just like you and just like me.  In that sense, while he was a very, very great prophet, and had a great part in one of the darkest times of Israel’s history, he was a man like us; in that sense there was nothing extraordinary about him.  He was “of like passions to us”, that includes you and me.  So God is looking for faithful men like Elijah. 

I read these scriptures in Kings because I want to touch on God’s faithfulness in relation to Elijah and to Israel at that time.  I am not going to say much about the unfaithfulness or the departure of Israel, save to say that you can read it for yourself in 1 Kings 16.  It was very, very grievous.  Ahab was king, a wicked king, and Jezebel his wife was even more wicked; one who is referred to in Revelation 2 as representing the epitome of evil.  The situation in Israel was low, the people were going on with an outward order of things but were leaving God out of it and bringing in what was idolatrous and of Baal.  How obnoxious that was to God.  But in the midst of all that departure, God had raised up a man of like passions to each one of us.  At the beginning of 1 Kings 17, we read of “Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead”.  There was nothing special about where he came from; he was of the inhabitants of Gilead.  How remarkable it is that God can use any one.  His faithfulness was to be known through Elijah; despite all the breakdown, God shows that His purposes go on.  The word comes through Elijah that there is not going to be rain.  It is remarkable.  He says here, “As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word”; that is the word of Elijah.  It is not exactly the word of God, although no doubt what Elijah said was entirely in line with God’s thoughts.  Here we have a man, a faithful man whom God is going to stand by, and it is by his word that there was not going to be rain or dew, and then by his word there would be rain or dew once more.  Such was his standing before God; Elijah had power with God to bring a lack of rain or dew upon the earth.  That is remarkable.  

What we see in this first section in chapter 17 is the way in which God is ever faithful to a man who is with Him.  He is always faithful to a faithful man.  The word of God came to Elijah, “turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent”.  It gives us some idea of what is coming from God, coming from heaven; there was a torrent.  It is not my poor dwindling resources, there is a torrent and we have to drink of that.  Then God was working behind the scenes; He had commanded the ravens to feed Elijah.  You might say that a raven is an unclean bird – yes, it is – but God can use extraordinary means to bring about the support and sustenance of His servant.  So every morning Elijah would look out, and ravens would come; they brought him “bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent”.  How well Elijah was provided for!  He would have looked out in the morning and here come the ravens, here comes the flesh and here comes the bread.  Then he would have looked out again in the evening; here comes the bread and here comes the flesh.  It was the constancy of God; He will not deny Himself.  He stood by Elijah, who was well provided for.  Dear friends, are we not well provided for?  Of course we are, with the food that is available to us in contemplation of the Lord Jesus.  God has given us all that we need to feed upon.  It must speak to us of Christ; it must have to do with our life – our wellbeing eternally, surely, but the eternal life that we can enjoy now.  In John 6, there is reference after reference to the Lord Jesus speaking of His body as the bread of life (v.35), His flesh as being given for the life of the world.  How much there is to strengthen and set forward believers in their pathway here.

The second section is well known to us; we can see God’s faithfulness to the continuation of the testimony.  Elijah comes and is told to go to Zarephath.  Look at the map and you can see where he went, across the country, outside the territory of Israel, right up into what would have been a Gentile nation – a long, long way.  What a wonderful action of grace that Elijah should go that way.  Of course, it brought out the envy and hatred of the Jews when the Lord referred to it in Luke 4.  They did not want to accept the fact that grace was going outside of the bounds of Israel.  Jesus said that there had been many widows in Israel at that time, likewise He said, “there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed but Naaman the Syrian” (v.27).  So Elijah took his journey all the way up to Zarephath and came into the city, and what does he find?  It says, “when he came to the entrance of the city, behold, a widow woman was there gathering sticks” – a widow woman.  She was gathering sticks and was presumably going to make some sort of fire with them, then dress the meal with the oil and then eat it, she and her son: “that we may eat it, and die”.  She thought that it was all just going to die out.  

Is that what is going to happen?  Will God’s faithfulness allow that?  Of course not!  He had sent His messenger here, and Elijah was to have to do with this woman.  It is remarkable that he should come to this city and find there a widow woman.  Our Head is in heaven, but I think that we need to feel the widowed condition of Christ’s assembly.  However, there are the most wonderful blessings; the dispensation will continue in the light that shines out from where the Lord Jesus is.  So Elijah comes there and says, “Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink”.  That was a test, a real test, and there is much we could say as to that, but I wanted to give it a very simple application.  We see how this widow woman, even in such conditions, is able to bring refreshment to Elijah.  The water would refresh this prophet, having come all the way on this journey, a little bit like when, in John 4, the Lord came all the way to Sychar just to see that sinner woman.  He asked her for a little refreshment from the water in the well, but she said, “the well is deep” (v.11).  Every time that poor woman would have gone to that well, it would, as it were, have become deeper and deeper.  But Jesus said, I will give you water; I will give you that which is springing up.  That is not reliant upon this scene at all.  

Elijah says, “Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.  And she went to fetch it, and he called to her and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thy hand”.  I wanted to bring out briefly these references to a “little water”, a “morsel of bread”, “I have not a cake, but a handful of meal”, a “little oil in a cruse”, I am gathering “two sticks”.  It is a widow condition.  Now, how are we going to proceed?  We are living in days of much smallness; we mentioned it in the reading.  Some of us have been in that condition for many years, some more recently have had it put upon them.  We are living in days of much smallness, and it brings its own tests.  And the first test here is “make me thereof a little cake first”; make it first.  Practically, when things are small, it may be hard to put first things first, but there is every encouragement to put the Lord first, and we all know from a little experience that the Lord comes in with a blessing that you would never have expected. 

The widow had said, “As Jehovah thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but a handful of meal in a barrel”, but she had something.  It was just a handful, but it was not loosely held; it was held in a barrel.  What does the meal mean?  It must represent the humanity of Christ.  How do we know that?  What do we mean by that?  I would encourage younger people not to accept what I say just because I say that the meal speaks of the humanity of Christ.  Look into it, find out why those who have gone before have established that.  I will tell you why, and I will illustrate it by what meal is.  Meal is a very basic food, it may be made of oats.  It was a very foundational and important food for persons at this time of which we are reading – substantial but very basic.  You can feed upon what is foundational in thinking about the humanity of Christ.  There is in Him that which is so worthy of your consideration; it will fill your heart, it will fill your soul, it will give you strength to go on.  It says that “The meal in the barrel shall not waste”; your contemplation of Christ shall never waste; it will sustain you for as long as you are here.

Then this widow had oil, “a little oil in a cruse”, and Elijah said, “neither shall the oil in the cruse fail”.  That is another type, as we speak of it, a picture.  We learn that the oil speaks to us of the Holy Spirit, so the believer is well provided for.  We have Christ on high, we have the Spirit of God dwelling here, and They will not fail.  The Spirit and the bride say “Come” (Rev.22:17); the Spirit of God will be with us right until that time when we are raptured, and indeed He will continue to be with us after we are raptured.  The Lord Jesus could speak of the Comforter whom He would send being always with us (John 14:16).  The Spirit will never be taken away, so whatever happens, whatever comes in by way of breakdown, by way of ruin, the meal will not waste and the oil will not fail.  This widow is to go on in the strength of that; “The meal in the barrel did not waste, neither did the oil in the cruse fail, according to the word of Jehovah which he had spoken through Elijah”.

In 1 Kings 18, we see that God is faithful to Himself; He is faithful to His own rights.  The question is raised here: Who is God?  “How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him”.  “How long do ye halt between two opinions?” – the time was serious; it was a sobering time.  You must not halt between two opinions.  There is only one God and He is always faithful to Himself.  The challenge was put to these men of Baal, and they did as Elijah said, they built an altar and cut the bullock up.  They cried to their god, but there was no answer.  There is only one true and living God, He is the One who has been made known by the Lord Jesus and He ever remains the true and faithful God.  You can cry to Him, you can call upon Him at any time.  Elijah knew His God; He had learned God during his time as a prophet.  These men of Baal built up the altar, they put the water around it and they sacrificed the bullock, but nothing happened.  Elijah said, Perhaps your God is travelling, perhaps he is meditating – you can hear the irony in Elijah’s words.  Then Elijah says to the people, “Draw near to me”.  That is the evangelical spirit, dear brethren, draw near to me, come round and let us see who God is – we will see who the faithful God is.  Elijah repaired the altar of Jehovah, for it had been broken down, and he put all this water on it.  You might ask, Elijah, why are you putting all this water on it?  This is not going to help it work if you are calling on God to come down in fire.  Elijah asked for this water to be poured onto the altar the first time, then a second time, and again a third time the trench was to be filled with water.  “And it came to pass at the time of the offering up of the oblation, that Elijah the prophet drew near, and said, Jehovah, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel … Answer me, Jehovah, answer me, that this people may know that thou Jehovah art God and that thou hast turned their heart back again.  And the fire of Jehovah fell, and consumed the burnt-offering … And all the people saw it, and they fell on their faces and said, Jehovah, he is God!”.  God is ever faithful to Himself. 

I want to say one more thing about this: “And it came to pass at the time of the offering up of the oblation”.  What does that mean?  The Authorised Version of the Bible refers here to the “evening oblation”.  Mr Darby no doubt took out the word “evening” in his wisdom, but it seems that this happened towards the evening because it refers to the oblation.  I want to refer to the offering up of the oblation referred to in Numbers 28.  What you find there is the offering up of the oblation: “This is the offering by fire which ye shall present to Jehovah: two yearling lambs without blemish, day by day, as a continual burnt-offering.  The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb thou shalt offer between the two evenings” (vv.3,4).  I think about the evening oblation sometimes.  We all have busy lives, and how busy a day Elijah had had here.  Perhaps many of us, when we come to the evening, think it is the time for putting our feet up, perhaps anticipating going to bed.  I would rather it was the other way!  I feel it is a time of contemplation, a time of reflection in which to think about the day, go over it with the Lord, reflect on whether everything has been in accord with the offering up of the evening oblation.  The lamb was not a new-born lamb, it was a yearling lamb, implying a certain intelligence in it.  In going back over the day, you can consider if there was anything that took place that was not in accordance with the Lord Jesus as represented by the lamb and the fine flour, and if not, you can put it right.  You can have to do with the Lord about it.  What a wonderful matter, as it were, what a principle has been established in the lambs that were offered in Numbers 28, speaking to us of the perfection of Christ.  What a wonderful example He is, One who we can see, we can follow, we can admire, and we can love, and at the end of the day we can spend a few minutes to go back over the day and think about Him.

Now we are coming to the end of the section spoken of in what I have read in James.  Elijah says, “Go up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain … And he said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea”, and then “Go again seven times”.  The time of the abundance of rain had come.  The servant had said to him, “There is nothing”, but there was a sound of abundance of rain.  And we would be well to say that there is the sound of it.  What do we know about God’s faithfulness?  There will be abundance of rain for as long as we need it, and as James says, “and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; and again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth”.  The abundance of rain is a full thought.  Look towards the sea – how expansive are God’s thoughts.  The seventh time he looked, the servant saw “a cloud, small as a man’s hand, arising out of the sea”.  That word “small” seems to me to link with the day that we are living in.  You might say, there is the sound of the rain coming, but do you know the source of it, “arising out of the sea”?  That cloud, “small as a man’s hand” – how affectionate, how appealing would a man’s hand be.  It might speak of all the supply we can have right through the testimony until we are called to glory – that cloud as small as a man’s hand.  Then “the heavens became black with clouds and wind, and there was a great pour of rain”.

I have read these other sections because they are perhaps for me more than anybody else.  Elijah was a “man of like passions”; he had his ups and he had his downs.  God was greatly using Elijah, a faithful man, but in this chapter, he was not quite as bright as he should have been.  God could have dealt with Jezebel, but Elijah lacked faith, he thought all was at an end and he was all alone.  He arose and went a day’s journey; he thought he was going to save his life.  Dear brethren, do not go a day’s journey without the company of divine Persons.  You cannot afford to do that.  Do you remember what happened when the Lord came up as a twelve year old to Jerusalem with His parents?  They went a day’s journey, and they assumed He was in their company, but it took them three days to find Him.  Do not go a day’s journey without divine Persons.  And poor Elijah here said that it was enough; he wanted God to take his life, but he looked and “behold, at his head was a cake, baked on hot stones, and a cruse of water”.  God’s provision is very wonderful.

In the next section, I do like the way in which God dealt with this faithful man.  God was passing by again and said to him, “What doest thou here, Elijah?”.  It is a good question: that word would come home to each one of us.  God is the God of hosts – that is what we get at the end of it: “Yet I have left myself seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him”.  When we get to glory, I think that we will be amazed at all the thousands and millions that God has, that the Lord has had for Himself and about whom we knew nothing.  But in the meantime, it is for us to go on.  We are living in days of smallness, days of brokenness.  God spoke in faithfulness to Elijah, again not very bright, but God passed by “and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before Jehovah”, then there was the earthquake, then there was the fire.  There is no mistaking the noise of an earthquake, no mistaking the noise of a fire, but after that came “a soft gentle voice”.  We have to listen for that.  We have to listen carefully to this “soft gentle voice”.  That is the way in which the Lord is speaking today, in “a soft gentle voice”.  When he heard that voice, Elijah “wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entrance of the cave”, and again that question came “What doest thou here, Elijah?”  What are you doing here? – it is a question for us all.

The passage in 2 Kings is well known to us.  Elijah was a remarkable man and came in at a dark time in Israel’s history.  He had an extraordinary taking up to heaven; he was found, you will remember, completely at home in heavenly realms.  It says that on the mount of transfiguration, he was speaking of the Lord’s departure (Luke 9:31).  That was remarkable  There was Elijah, perfectly at home with Moses and speaking about the Lord’s departure.  It was the portion of this faithful man that he was taken up in the sight of Elisha.  “And it came to pass as they went on, and talked, that behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire; and they parted them both asunder”.  Elisha said, “My father, my father! The chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof!  And he saw him no more”.  There is something triumphant, there is something victorious about this; “the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof”, the grandeur of it, the military character of it.  

Now the saints will not go up in a chariot of fire or anything like that, but we will all be raptured.  What a wonderful victory for divine Persons it will be when the saints will be raptured, taken up for ever by the Lord.  We will look back and wonder and worship at the way in which God gently led us on.  What a faithful God we have to do with!

That is all I have in my mind and I trust that it might be something for us to contemplate, for His name’s sake.

Address at Grimsby

9 February 2019

 

 

Charles C D Remmington




Scripture references

James 5:16-18 (JND) [16] Confess therefore your offences to one another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. [The] fervent supplication of the righteous [man] has much power. [17] Elias was a man of like passions to us, and he prayed with prayer that it should not rain; and it did not rain upon the earth three years and six months; [18] and again he prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth caused its fruit to spring forth.

1 Kings 17:1-6 (JND) [1] And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. [4] And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the torrent; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. [5] And he went and did according to the word of Jehovah; he went and abode by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. [6] And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the torrent.

1 Kings 10 (JND) [1] And the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon in connection with the name of Jehovah, and came to prove him with enigmas. [2] And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bore spices and gold in very great abundance, and precious stones; and she came to Solomon, and spoke to him of all that was in her heart. [3] And Solomon explained to her all she spoke of: there was not a thing hidden from the king that he did not explain to her. …

1 Kings 16 (JND) [1] And the word of Jehovah came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, [2] Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, provoking me to anger with their sins; [3] behold, I will take away Baasha and his house, and will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. …

1 Kings 18:21-41 (JND) [21] Then Elijah drew near to all the people, and said, How long do ye halt between two opinions? if Jehovah be God, follow him; and if Baal, follow him. And the people answered him not a word. [22] And Elijah said to the people, I, only I, remain a prophet of Jehovah; and Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. [23] Let them therefore give us two bullocks: and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and put it on the wood, and put no fire; and I will sacrifice the other bullock, and put it on the wood, and put no fire. [24] And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of Jehovah; and the god that answers by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, The word is good. [25] And Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, Choose one bullock for yourselves, and sacrifice it first; for ye are the many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire. [26] And they took the bullock which had been given them, and sacrificed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, O Baal, answer us! But there was no voice, and none answered. And they leaped about the altar that had been made. [27] And it came to pass at noon that Elijah mocked them and said, Cry aloud; for he is a god; for he is meditating, or gone aside, or he is on a journey; perhaps he sleeps, and will awake. [28] And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with swords and spears, till the blood gushed out upon them. [29] And it came to pass when midday was past, that they prophesied until the [time] of the offering up of the oblation; but there was neither voice, nor any that answered, nor any attention. [30] Then Elijah said to all the people, Draw near to me. And all the people drew near to him. And he repaired the altar of Jehovah which was broken down. [31] And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of Jehovah came saying, Israel shall be thy name; [32] and with the stones he built an altar in the name of Jehovah, and made a trench round about the altar, of the capacity of two measures of seed; …

2 Kings 2:11 (JND) [11] And it came to pass as they went on, and talked, that behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire; and they parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into the heavens.

Genesis 8:21-22 (JND) [21] And Jehovah smelled the sweet odour. And Jehovah said in his heart, I will no more henceforth curse the ground on account of Man, for the thought of Man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will no more smite every living thing, as I have done. [22] Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed [time] and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease.

Genesis 8:21-22 (JND) [21] And Jehovah smelled the sweet odour. And Jehovah said in his heart, I will no more henceforth curse the ground on account of Man, for the thought of Man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will no more smite every living thing, as I have done. [22] Henceforth, all the days of the earth, seed [time] and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night, shall not cease.

Lamentations 3:22-24 (JND) [22] It is of Jehovah's loving-kindness we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not; [23] they are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. [24] Jehovah is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in him.

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

1 Kings 16 (JND) [1] And the word of Jehovah came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, [2] Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel, and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, provoking me to anger with their sins; [3] behold, I will take away Baasha and his house, and will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

1 Kings 17 (JND) [1] And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, As Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except by my word. [2] And the word of Jehovah came to him saying, [3] Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the torrent Cherith, which is before the Jordan. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

1 Kings 18 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after many days, that the word of Jehovah came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself to Ahab; and I will send rain upon the face of the earth. [2] And Elijah went to shew himself to Ahab. And the famine was severe in Samaria. [3] And Ahab called Obadiah, who was the steward of his house (now Obadiah feared Jehovah greatly; …

Numbers 28 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, my bread for my offerings by fire of sweet odour to me, shall ye take heed to present to me at their set time. [3] And say unto them, This is the offering by fire which ye shall present to Jehovah: two yearling lambs without blemish, day by day, as a continual burnt-offering. …

Numbers 28 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, my bread for my offerings by fire of sweet odour to me, shall ye take heed to present to me at their set time. [3] And say unto them, This is the offering by fire which ye shall present to Jehovah: two yearling lambs without blemish, day by day, as a continual burnt-offering. …

Luke 9:31 (JND) [31] who, appearing in glory, spoke of his departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.



DAILY NEED






Luke 12:22–34;  Proverbs 30:1–9

You will notice, dear brethren, that in both of these passages there is a reference to circumstances of daily need.  We might have been only casually interested in what the Scriptures have to say about daily need; but the Lord has been pleased to put His governmental hand on this world and to bring about a very great change of circumstances for many of His people.  The result is that our attention has been drawn to scriptures such as these, which now become of intense practical value to us.

I do not doubt that God will get much out of what is commonly called the ‘famine’.  Famine time is a time of peculiar exercise, but where God is pleased, in His wisdom, to put special exercises upon us, He also provides special grace in relation to those exercises.  One thing that I discern as being much lacking in my own soul, and perhaps it is in the souls of others, is the element of confidence in God – a most valuable feature of piety, one that becomes very real to us in a time of poverty and distress.  If we do not have confidence in God, we shall be in anxiety when men of the world are in anxiety: in other words, the waves of feeling that pass over the world that knows not God are not to move the people of God as men of the world are moved.  In times such as these, saints are to be preserved in quietness of spirit and in freedom from anxiety, and thus to be marked off as different and apart from the world.

You will notice in Luke's gospel that the matter of daily need is connected with the kingdom, whereas in Proverbs 30 it is related to sonship.  I would speak first of the kingdom in Luke 12 where things are presented in a comforting kind of way.  Special attention is drawn to the knowledge which the Father has of our daily need, and to His care and His pleasure, all of which is most comforting.  It has in view that the people of God are to be entirely different from the men of the world.  Our dignity is that of having to do with God in the matter of daily maintenance.  Men generally look to their own resources, but we recognise that God is the giver of all good.  Perhaps one of the greatest thoughts as to God as known to men is that He is the Giver, and in His kingdom, God would set up His people so that they shall be marked by the same feature – that of giving.  To give like God, it is not only material wealth that is needed.  A man of the world might give out of his abundance, but he would not give as God does.  To give like God involves some sacrifice, for God's giving was based on sacrifice – He gave His only-begotten Son, in which connection there would be deep feelings in the heart of God.  That was a mighty transaction that deeply moved the heart of God, and He would set His people up here in the kingdom in the dignity of givers – not only givers of interest and of income, but givers of capital.  Saints are exhorted to “Sell what ye possess and give alms”.  The dignity of divine giving even as it is expressed in the saints is to be on the basis of sacrifice.  We are to hold what we have in this dignity and to be marked as men and women who are prepared to sell in order to give, in view of which, the element of confidence in God has to be formed in us.

The passage in Luke draws attention to two spheres of man’s labour.  One is the agricultural sphere, where men sow and reap and have storehouses and barns; the other is the manufacturing sphere, where men toil and spin.  In contrast to that, our attention is drawn to God’s achievements in creation; we are invited to consider the ravens and the lilies, to take note that although they have been in existence for a long time, they are not extinct.  In the history of Scripture, both the ravens and the lilies go back a long way, but they are still here with us.  The ravens have neither sown nor reaped, nor have they had storehouses or barns, but God has fed them.  The lilies have neither toiled nor spun, but God has clothed them.  What a faithful God!  And if He is faithful to that which is small, how much more should we be able to count upon Him to be faithful to that which is most valuable in His eyes – His people!  I am bold to say that God’s people are the most valuable of the divine possessions today; they are of immense value to God.  Not only have they been bought by the blood of Christ, but they have been the subjects of divine care, and the Spirit of God is carrying on in them a divine work that has eternity in view.  These are valuable things of great moment to God, and yet they are joined up with a mortal body – with a frail condition of manhood absolutely dependent upon God – needing food and clothing.  The care of God, though expressed in the lower creation, is in Christianity expressed to us by that most precious name of Father!  While the ravens and the lilies have a Creator God, the saints have a Father, “and your Father knows that ye have need of these things”.  There is much comfort in that, and I think the present circumstances in the world would be used by the Spirit to draw our attention to these scriptures in order that we might learn something about God which we could not learn in any other circumstances.  The idea is that we should be free from anxiety with regard to material things in order to seek the kingdom – the kingdom that it is the Father's good pleasure to give to the little flock.

Now, dear brethren, let me speak simply and practically.  If we look back over the past years, do we not have to confess how little we have sought the kingdom?  We have sought land, and houses, and money; and, like the man referred to in this same chapter as “Fool”, some have acquired certain possessions.  But that man was not rich toward God; not only was there no treasure for him in heaven, but even what he left behind was in a muddle, so that at the end the question was raised: “And whose shall be what thou hast prepared?” (v.20).  Nothing to further the Lord's interests was left behind; nothing had gone before, and nothing had been left behind that would help the saints.  Now, the Lord would free us from that.  He would give us grace to return thanks for the famine, and for His movements in bringing to naught this great system which some of us were diligently building – a system of storehouses and barns, in pulling down to build  greater.  God has blown upon all that, and He would have His people to be in all the happy security of confidence in His care the Father.

You all will notice the different setting in the passage in Proverbs which is the book of sonship.  In that passage there are two prophetic words, and the fact that they are prophetic is to be noted as indicating that a day would come in the history of the testimony when these words would take on a definite meaning.  Here, the question is raised, “What is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou knowest?”.  The Spirit of God has thus prophetically indicated that in the last days – in the days when the truth of sonship would be definitely before the saints – a question would be raised as to divine names, and I hope to show you, I trust on the authority of Scripture, that this matter of daily need is interwoven with this prophetic utterance; it is there in the wisdom and forethought of God.  The man Agur in the passage in Proverbs himself expresses the desire to have his circumstances regulated.  Agur desires it – a notable matter, for, generally speaking, we view our circumstances in a loose, indefinite way as something which God Himself orders apart from us, and without much regard to our prayers and our feelings.  But this man, in the middle of this prophetic utterance which is of the deepest import at the present moment, turns to prayer – a most remarkable prayer.  He says, “Two things do I ask of thee; deny me them not before I die: Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the bread of my daily need: lest I be full and deny thee, and say, Who is Jehovah? or lest I be poor and steal, and outrage the name of my God”.

I believe, dear brethren, that we stand today at a parting of the ways.  On the one hand, the Lord is giving us the most precious unfolding of divine light – the last touches, l believe, of divine grace before the assembly is translated.  He is giving us to understand the truth as to His Person, as a result of which God has become very great to us, and the Father too.  But, if I interpret this prophetic utterance rightly, there is to be from our side some answer – some definite desire for regulation, given expression to by prayer.  It ought to be clear that we are not to go in for houses and lands and possessions, we are not to be on the line of acquiring and of making ourselves great, and independent of God.  But we are to be prepared to pray that we might have neither poverty nor riches.  Now, can we pray that?  It is a testing question.  Some of us are sitting amidst the wreckage of years of effort and labour.  If the way were opened, would we start to rebuild, would we go on the same lines as in the past?  Or are we prepared to be content with the dignity and the joy that attaches to the saints of God, and to say, “give me neither poverty nor riches”?  That is a very searching question, and I think I am not straining the scripture in pointing out that it is interwoven with the understanding of the great movements of the Lord in the present day.

Before I speak of these movements, let me also point out that Agur prays that vanity and lies are to be far removed from him.  If our histories were examined at this moment in the presence of God, I wonder how much there would be of vanity and lies.  They are to be put far away.  What a divine balance there is in that word “neither poverty not riches”, for poverty brings in anxiety and always the terrible danger that we should steal and outrage the name of our God; whereas riches bring in the dreadful danger of saying, “Who is Jehovah?”.

I would refer now, briefly, to the great features of this dispensation, indicated in verse 4; “Who hath ascended up into the heavens, and descended?”.  The point where Christ disappeared from man's sight was in His death and burial.  He disappeared out of the sight of man, and His further movements are entirely unknown to the world.  The death and burial of Christ form the last bit of history in relation to Him that could be taken account of by the world.  Believers are to understand that through His ascension, a glorious era has been opened up, in which divine movements are to be marked by these two directions, ascending and descending, which are the first features of God's house (Gen.28:12).  We should be conscious of these movements up and down.  In the day to come, the glory of the Lord will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea, but at the present moment. there are movements ascending and descending – marvellous divine movements in which divine Persons are engaged.  It is in this way that saints are to be conscious of what is connected with the glorious dispensation in which they live.

Other features are worth noting are indicated here.  It says, “Who hath gathered the wind in his fists?”.  That, I believe, is a reference to the activities of the Spirit of God at the present moment that are not taking a general form.  The work of God is going on in certain places according to the pleasure of the Lord.  It is not everywhere, for it is sovereign.  It is conveyed in the idea of being gathered in His fists – a concentrated, controlled activity.  How we prove that!  The Lord is pleased to work in certain places and in certain cases, and if you lose your way or get out of touch with the Lord, you will miss these great divine operations; you will not be conscious of them.  There is plenty of power, and it is the same power that was there at the beginning of the dispensation, but it is concentrated today, like the wind gathered in His fists.  And then the binding of “the waters in a mantle” clearly has reference to ministry – ministry that is controlled, for the mantle is suggestive of leadership.  I take that from the history of Elijah and Elisha.  Elijah was the distinctive vessel of the moment in connection with what pertained to heaven.  He was taken up in a whirlwind, and the mantle descended to another distinctive vessel, Elisha, whose mission was connected with what was on earth.  It had become known that Elijah was going up, and it was a matter of common knowledge that he had to do with heaven, but later it was learned that Elisha had to do with the maintenance of things down here, for the mantle of Elijah had fallen on Elisha.  Now, today, the Lord is giving the most precious ministry – living ministry.  It is bound in a mantle.  The Lord Himself is controlling and regulating the channels through which this precious ministry flows.

The understanding of all this is wrapped up in the question, “What is his name, and what is his son’s name, if thou knowest?”  This clearly shows that there will be questions and doubt about the matter.  There would be some who could not tell.  The understanding of divine Names – the names of God, of Christ, the Holy Spirit – is all bound up with these marvellous movements about which we know but little.  Some think of Christianity as looking back to the death of Christ, and then looking on to the coming of Christ, but they miss the teaching and value of the present interval.  The present dispensation is a most glorious one in which those blessed movements referred to are going on and can be understood, and it is in connection with this that the test seems to come.

Well, what are we going in for?  Are we going to rebuild as soon as we can the things that the Lord has brought down, or are we prepared to go forward on the basis of being neither poor nor rich – content to get through, as long as these precious spiritual realities can be known to our hearts?  I think, dear brethren – and I suggest it as something for consideration – that when we are prepared to pray this prayer of Agur's, the famine may cease.  God's end in it will be accomplished, for we must have His saints in view first.  It may be that He is weakening the nations of this world as He is preparing for other things, but I am sure that His first thought is for the saints.  Having that in view, His people are adjusted when they are prepared to be no more than He would have them to be down here, prepared to go on day by day having to do with God about their daily need – their daily bread.  Then, too, some fresh touch is put into the soul each day that gives an added confidence in God.  When we reach that, I think the famine may cease. 

A.E. Myles
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Scripture references

Luke 12:22-34 (JND) [22] And he said to his disciples, For this cause I say unto you, Be not careful for life, what ye shall eat, nor for the body, what ye shall put on. [23] The life is more than food, and the body than raiment. [24] Consider the ravens, that they sow not nor reap; which have neither storehouse nor granary; and God feeds them. How much better are *ye* than the birds? [25] But which of you by being careful can add to his stature one cubit? [26] If therefore ye cannot [do] even what is least, why are ye careful about the rest? [27] Consider the lilies how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I say unto you, Not even Solomon in all his glory was clothed as one of these. [28] But if God thus clothe the grass, which to-day is in the field and to-morrow is cast into [the] oven, how much rather you, O ye of little faith? [29] And *ye*, seek not what ye shall eat or what ye shall drink, and be not in anxiety; [30] for all these things do the nations of the world seek after, and your Father knows that ye have need of these things; [31] but seek his kingdom, and [all] these things shall be added to you. [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom. [33] Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy. …

Proverbs 30:1-9 (JND) [1] The words of Agur the son of Jakeh; the prophecy uttered by the man unto Ithiel, [even] unto Ithiel and Ucal: [2] Truly *I* am more stupid than any one; and I have not a man's intelligence. [3] I have neither learned wisdom, nor have I the knowledge of the Holy. [4] Who hath ascended up into the heavens, and descended? Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath bound the waters in a mantle? Who hath established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou knowest? [5] Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him. [6] Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar. [7] Two things do I ask of thee; deny me [them] not before I die: [8] Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with the bread of my daily need: [9] lest I be full and deny [thee], and say, Who is Jehovah? or lest I be poor and steal, and outrage the name of my God.

Proverbs 30 (JND) [1] The words of Agur the son of Jakeh; the prophecy uttered by the man unto Ithiel, [even] unto Ithiel and Ucal: [2] Truly *I* am more stupid than any one; and I have not a man's intelligence. [3] I have neither learned wisdom, nor have I the knowledge of the Holy. …

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Genesis 28:12 (JND) [12] And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to the heavens. And behold, angels of God ascended and descended upon it.



“THIS IS MY BELOVED SON”


Matthew 17:1-8;  2 Corinthians 4:6

It is remarkable that the day will soon come when we will see Jesus as He is.  What we will see then is what already shines in Him, which is the glory of God.  I was thinking about what it says in Colossians, “For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, Col.2:9.  The glory of that Man is such that the fulness of the Godhead is pleased to dwell there and shine out in His face.  

Here in Matthew 17, what the disciples saw was the glory of the Person.  We cannot understand anything of God that we do not see in Jesus, but here it says, “Jesus takes with him Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart”.  The Lord takes them, as it were, into His own area and it is secret from the world.  The Lord took them apart into this area where He could speak apart from the world, indeed in a certain sense, apart even from what was testimonial.  What came out in this place of seclusion was the outshining of His own personal greatness.  It does not say that the Lord changed His garments, but they became part of the outshining of what was true of Himself – that is the glory of this Person.  In the Old Testament, there was a time when Moses’ face shone and he had to cover it with a veil (Exod.34:29-35), but what was there was a reflection of where he had been on Mount Sinai.  In this scripture, the shining was not a result of where Christ was, it was because of who He was.  So it says here “And he was transfigured before them.  And his face shone as the sun”.  What a glorious Man!  This is descriptive language; it is written for our understanding.  Think of being in the presence of a Man whose face shone as the sun.  

What came out there was the glory that is inherent in the Lord Jesus shining through the reality of His manhood.  It says in Colossians 1, “for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell”, Col.1:19.  That was what the disciples saw here.  Peter said, “let us make here three tabernacles”, but while Peter was still speaking, God marked Jesus out.  It says, “While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son”.  Beloved brethren, there is no one to compare with Christ and there is nothing to compare to the shining of this glory in Him either.  If we want intelligence in anything that is of God, we must get it by looking on Jesus.  The knowledge of the glory of God shines in Him.  Our brother has spoken about the eyes of faith.  Beloved brethren, I say this very carefully – it is important to go into the presence of God and ask to see Jesus.  Then you will understand something of the outshining of the glory of God, and you will also take in something of the glory of the Person through whom it shines.

In 2 Corinthians 4, it says “Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine”.  That goes back to the beginning of Genesis, to the beginning of the operations of God in relation to man.  God created the whole sphere in which He would shine out in Christ.  “Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”.  What a glorious thing it is that the whole scope of what God is to us, all the affections that are resident in Him, shine in the face of Jesus.  We have been reminded that two people saw Him after His ascension; one was Stephen and the other one Paul.  Paul could speak about his intelligence as to the mystery (Eph.3:4), his intelligence in the things of God, but where did he get it?  He saw it in Jesus.  He saw the outshining of all that God was going to accomplish in man for Himself and he saw it in a Man.  What a glorious thing that is, beloved brethren!

That is why we should be so delighted to have the ability by the Spirit of God to go into the presence of God and ask to see Jesus.  We need the eyes of faith to see Him, but what delight it is to God to show us His Son.  Have you ever thought how it pleases the heart of God to have somebody ask to see Jesus because of the glory that shines there in Him, somebody who wants to see this Man as God sees Him?  “This is my beloved son”. 

That is what comes out here and you get the whole scope of the feelings of God who reveals Himself shining in the face of a Man.  What a glorious Man He is, beloved brethren.  When we hear His voice, we shall go to be forever with Him and we shall see Him.  But we have been well taught that, in eternity, we will not know God better, as to His affections and the revelation of Himself, than we know Him now.  Christ will not shine any brighter then, beloved brethren, than He shines now, although our apprehension of Him then will be without limitation on our part.  How important it is for us to see the face of Jesus.  It needs holiness and righteousness to be found with us, such that God has the liberty to show us the face of Jesus.  

What a wonderful thing it is that by the grace of God we can see this.  May it be our exercise and may it be our joy to see the face of Jesus, for His name’s sake.  

Word in a meeting for ministry, Edinburgh

7 January 2020

 

 

Terry W Lock
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Scripture references

Matthew 17:1-8 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. [4] And Peter answering said to Jesus, Lord, it is good we should be here. If thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles: for thee one, and for Moses one, and one for Elias. [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him. [6] And the disciples hearing [it] fell upon their faces, and were greatly terrified. [7] And Jesus coming to [them] touched them, and said, Rise up, and be not terrified. [8] And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus alone.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

Colossians 2:9 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily;

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Exodus 34:29-35 (JND) [29] And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai and the two tables of testimony were in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mountain that Moses knew not that the skin of his face shone through his talking with him. [30] And Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid to come near him. [31] And Moses called to them; and they turned to him, Aaron and all the principal men of the assembly; and Moses talked with them. [32] And afterwards, all the children of Israel came near; and he gave them in commandment all that Jehovah had spoken with him on mount Sinai. [33] And Moses ended speaking with them; and he had put on his face a veil. [34] And when Moses went in before Jehovah to speak with him, he took the veil off, until he came out; and he came out, and spoke to the children of Israel what he was commanded. [35] And the children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone; and Moses put the veil on his face again, until he went in to speak with him.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 1:19 (JND) [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell,

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

Ephesians 3:4 (JND) [4] by which, in reading it, ye can understand my intelligence in the mystery of the Christ,)
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