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STANDING BY WHAT IS RIGHT

D. Robertson 

Genesis 39: 19–23; 41: 37–41; Esther 4: 1–3; 10: 3; Daniel 6: 10, 11; 10: 12; Acts 1: 10, 11 

The main burden of one’s heart is very simple, and that is to encourage the brethren to stand by what they know is right. I think this is what marked these three men we have read of, Joseph, Mordecai and Daniel; they stood by what they knew to be right. Joseph is a fine figure of what is incorruptible in the believer, although it is not the feature I want to speak of. 

Nevertheless, he represents that, incorruptibility in the believer. I would encourage the younger brethren to seek God’s help that they might understand the true character of God’s work in them. It says, “he that has, been begotten of God keeps himself, and the wicked one does not touch him”, 1 John 5: 18. That refers to the work of God in you which is incorruptible. If you seek God’s help to understand it, He will also help you to be true to it. 

That was seen in Joseph’s life, as a young man in the presence of the evil conversations of his brethren, those who were his brothers held evil discourse. I suppose it reflected the character of their mothers, but it grieved Joseph, and it says that he reported the evil to his father; that is he was unaffected personally by it, he was untainted by it. The incorruptible character of God’s work in him remained pure, it was not touched by the wicked one. 

So with this matter as to Potiphar’s wife, it says she entreated him day by day. That is how the enemy works, he tries to break you down. If he does not succeed the first time he will try again. Be with God in it dear young brother, dear young sister. Christianity involves moral reality, if it does not it is not Christianity. It involves the facing of things that come against you that would corrupt you from the work of God in you, and deflect you. I say to you, seek help from God to understand the character of what He has done in you, the incorruptible character of it, and the Holy Spirit will help you to stand true to it, even as, typically, He helped Joseph. There comes this point when because of his refusal to bow to the wicked demands of a wicked woman he has to suffer imprisonment, but God is with him in it. It is a righteous matter, and even though your faithfulness to the work of God in you leads to a circumscribed pathway. God will be with you in it. One speaks with some certainty as knowing these things; God will be with you in it and He will prosper what you do. 

The feature I want to bring out is what comes to light in the prison is Joseph’s wisdom. Wisdom is a moral acquirement; nobody is born with this kind of wisdom. I suppose the kings of the business empires are born with a kind of wisdom that is going to make them such; there is nobody born with this kind of wisdom. This kind of wisdom is acquired through the fear of God, it says, “The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom”, Proverbs 9: 10. I wonder how many younger brothers and sisters have begun to be wise according to God. We speak of persons who are worldly-wise and know their way about the world; they know how to get things, and how to get things done; they know how to manipulate people, there is nothing morally great about that; the beast will know how to do that, he will know how to manipulate people, and there will be nothing morally great about him, rather the opposite. There is something morally great when a Christian begins to acquire wisdom. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, and that shines in Joseph. May we be helped to learn what it is to fear God. We speak about Britain as being a God-fearing nation, it is now far from it, but thank God there are God-fearing people in it. That is a great preservative to the nation—these people are the salt of the earth, there is a preservative in, the fact that the saints are here, a God-fearing people. There was a preservative in this prison, the prisoners got the advantage, the king’s prisoners. I know there are spiritual suggestions in that, I do not touch them, but the king’s prisoners got the advantage of this wise feature that Joseph had acquired. It says Jehovah prospered him. As you acquire this kind of wisdom your influence for good will grow. Not only will you stand related to what is right yourself but you will be able to help someone else to stand for what is right. That is what Paul says to Timothy, “Give heed to thyself”. That is the first thing, “Give heed to thyself”, and then he says, “thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee”, 1 Timothy 4: 16. 

What I wanted to culminate with in regard to Joseph is that when he is set over the whole land under the command of Pharaoh what marks him is the very same thing. Stand by what you know is right no matter what the circumstances are; no matter the prevailing influences outside or inside, stand by what you know is right and God will help you. The feature I think that is commendable in Joseph is that whether it was in exaltation as set over the whole of the land, or whether it was in the prison, the feature was the same, he was unchanged. The wisdom that operated in the prison was just the same wisdom that operated as he was over the whole land. I would just say that to encourage the brethren to take on these features that are acquired morally as we are with God, particularly this feature of wisdom; then to stand by it and not give way to what is unwise, imprudent, contrary to Scripture and contrary to the wisdom of God who has provided Scripture and instruction in Scripture for us. Stand in your wisdom that you have acquired through the fear of God in relation to what is right, just like Joseph did. 

When we come to Esther I think Mordecai represents another very fine feature of the work of God, and that is that he reflects the Spirit of Christ. It is a remarkable book, as most of the brethren know the name of God 

never comes into it; there is no mention of a prophet; there is no mention of a Levite; there is no mention of the tabernacle; there is no mention of the ark, but the Spirit of Christ is in the book. Perhaps that is the kind of day we are in, devoid of what is official, but there is one thing that we are not devoid of and that is the Spirit of Christ in persons. It is a very fine thing to distinguish and discern the Spirit of Christ in the brethren. Things come into the book which are very helpful. It shows how God is operating even in a man like the king here, his first great command was that every man should bear rule in his own house. You see how God was acting for the people. These Jews were scattered far from the promised land, from their father’s inheritance; scattered through one hundred and twenty-seven provinces. Their way of life we may say was jeopardised, their very language was jeopardised, the way they ruled their houses, all that was under jeopardy, and yet the king sent letters, “into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people according to their language”. See how God preserved even their language, “That every man should bear rule in his own house, and should speak according to the language of his people” (see Esther 1: 22). 

I believe if we stand faithful to what we know is of God, God will come in for us. The next thing we find is Mordecai standing for the defence of the throne, that is also a feature of the Spirit of Christ. In order to defend the throne of God, Christ went into death to disperse the enemies of God. Here is Mordecai, a humble man, displaying a feature of Christ in defence of the throne. You see how God was working through. Mordecai. But the point I want to come to is that the great feature of the Spirit of Christ in Mordecai is in the care of the people of God. One is thankful for the Spirit of Christ amongst the saints, very soon this will pervade eternity. It is being proved in an adverse scene today. I believe one of the great features of it is concern for the welfare of the saints. Esther represented the remnant of God’s people; she was an orphan, without father, without mother, and it says of Mordecai that he took her as his own daughter. Have you ever experienced that amongst the saints? Where there is someone who feels for you warmly, who seeks after your welfare, who longs for your soul blessing. I think that is the Spirit of Christ being displayed in Mordecai. The decree went out sponsored by a wicked man, an ambitious ruthless man who displayed the opposite features to the Spirit of Christ. I am referring to Haman, who sponsored this decree from the king that would damage the Jews; that would spoil and hinder them from prospering. 

Mordecai, in the true Spirit of Christ, takes on this comely ‘feature of humility before God; that is another feature of the Spirit of Christ. I think if you want to see the Spirit of Christ in a locality, you will find it in a person who is prepared to suffer. It is another great feature of the Spirit of Christ, it is a suffering spirit; sometimes suffering from persons who ought to know better. It was so with Jesus Himself. He says, “They hated me without a cause”, John 15: 25. 

So Mordecai suffers, but the Spirit of Christ prevails. We know the history, Esther is brought on to view. What a moral triumph, that a lonely orphan girl, because of the moral power of a Mordecai working behind the scene, becomes a queen of this great empire, sitting with the king in his throne. What a triumph! That will be seen in the world to come. We will not have it here, it is not the reigning time, it is a suffering time. The Corinthians wanted it to be the reigning time, but the reigning time is coming. What a triumph it will be, a moral triumph, when saints who have known the lonely orphan spirit here below will be seen side by side with the glorious Christ in His public reign and display of His glory. 

So finally the question is raised, “What is to be done with the man whom the king delights to honour?” (Esther 6: 6), and Haman thought it was himself. He says that he should be arrayed in the royal apparel and be caused to ride upon the horse that the king rides upon; and the king says, That is just what is going to happen. But it was not for Haman, who ended up on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. But Mordecai is exalted to the second place in the kingdom, and what I wanted to bring out at the end is just what it says, “For Mordecai the Jew was second to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the welfare of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed”. He was unchanged. Sometimes we need to change, but sometimes we do not need to change, and in regard to what is right seek help from God not to change. 

I think Daniel is a man of purpose. I wonder how many men of purpose there are today? How many women of purpose? It says, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food”, Daniel 1: 8. It marks Daniel the whole way through, right until the end; he will stand in his lot at the end of the days, (see Daniel 12: 13). He was a man of purpose, a man of moral determination; a man like Paul. Paul says, “Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works”, 2 Timothy 4: 14. I often wonder what Alexander thought about Paul. Alexander, a coppersmith, was used to working with malleable material, but there was no malleability in Paul. Paul was a man of purpose, a man who was set for the truth; he said, “I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”, Acts 20: 27. The whole of hades’ gates was set against Paul and Paul’s ministry, but Paul was undeterred by it, he was a man of purpose, and so was Daniel. These men came in a body, how intimidating that is. I wonder if you have ever had the experience of men coming in a body to you, saying, ‘You join a trade union or else there will be no work for you, your wife will starve and your children will starve’. They came in a body to intimidate the man. What was he? He was a man of purpose and he remained a man of purpose. He had moral backbone, moral courage. Why was it? Because he knew God, not because of any greatness in Daniel, but Daniel knew his God. 

That is why I read in chapter 10. What the angel said is very beautiful. “Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day”—think of that! You young children, God has already, perhaps, begun to work in your heart and already you are beginning to speak to God. God has heard you from the first day you did it, do not make any mistake about that. Men think of greatness as someone who is aloof and untouchable. God is not like that. God is intensely interested in you, right down to the youngest believer, and from the very first day that you began to speak to Him He has heard you. How beautiful the thought is! “Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words”. God is taking account of your exercises: set yourself for these things; seek God’s help to be a man of purpose, not to be marked by the spirit of cowardice, but, as the word says, rather of power, and of love and of wise discretion (see 2 Timothy 1: 7). It is possible because of the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. It is not a question of human determination or human aggressiveness, or human assertion, it is a question of reliance upon the Spirit. 

May we be helped to be men of purpose, to stand by what we know to be right; it is needed today make no mistake about it. If we do not, things will go to pieces, not that God will allow it to go that way, but there is a moral responsibility, a moral obligation resting upon each brother and each sister to be men and women of purpose, and to be with God in the present critical situation. The world is adopting an overwhelming character and its influences, I believe, are being felt in all our hearts. May we have power by the Spirit to keep free from it, and not allow it to intrude into an area which is for the pleasure of God; and which is for the heart of Christ. The assembly is far too precious to allow worldly tendencies to destroy it, and what is for the heart of Christ in it. I appeal to the brethren to be concerned to keep the flood of worldliness out; learn what is in your own heart of the work of God, in its incorruptible character, learn how to become wise, learn how to take on the Spirit of Christ. Let it not be the spirit of argument, nor the spirit of human power, nor the spirit of human assertiveness. In Matthew the Lord Jesus is the great King. He only makes one claim as far as I can see. He says, “I am meek and lowly in heart” (Matthew 11: 29), that is the claim of the great King. May we be like Him! Meekness is not weakness, meekness is a characteristic that will stand by the things of God cost what it may. So in Daniel, I think you see the man of purpose, the man of a set heart, not a man of a double heart. James says, “a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (see James 1: 8). There was nothing double-minded about Daniel, he was single-minded, and was set for the testimony in his own day. 

I just finish with the thought of “This Jesus”. I have said that these men were unaffected by whatever circumstances they were in, they remained the same kind of men; if it was pressure, if it was glory, they were the same kind of men. It says, “This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven” will come again in like manner. I want to say this, very simply and reverently, He will come, even after nearly two thousand years. He will come again and He will just be the same Jesus—no change, no modification needed, the same blessed Jesus. He will be the same dependent Man who knew what it was to spend a whole night in prayer, the same Jesus in glory. He will come again, “This Jesus”. May these things help us practically and simply to stand by what we know is right for the Lord’s sake. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
5 January 1992 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 39:19-23 (JND) [19] And it came to pass when his lord heard the words of his wife which she spoke to him, saying, After this manner did thy bondman to me, that his wrath was kindled. [20] And Joseph's lord took him and put him into the tower-house, [the] place where the king's prisoners were confined; and he was there in the tower-house. [21] And Jehovah was with Joseph, and extended mercy to him, and gave him favour in the eyes of the chief of the tower-house. [22] And the chief of the tower-house committed to Joseph's hand all the prisoners that were in the tower-house; and whatever they had to do there he did. [23] The chief of the tower-house looked not to anything under his hand, because Jehovah was with him; and what he did, Jehovah made it prosper.

Genesis 41:37-41 (JND) [37] And the word was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his bondmen. [38] And Pharaoh said to his bondmen, Shall we find [one] as this, a man in whom the Spirit of God is? [39] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, Since God has made all this known to thee, there is none [so] discreet and wise as thou. [40] Thou shalt be over my house, and according to thy commandment shall all my people regulate themselves; only concerning the throne will I be greater than thou. [41] And Pharaoh said to Joseph, See, I have set thee over all the land of Egypt.

Esther 4:1-3 (JND) [1] And when Mordecai knew all that was done, Mordecai rent his garments, and put on sackcloth with ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried with a loud and bitter cry, [2] and came even before the king's gate; for none might enter into the king's gate clothed with sackcloth. [3] And in every province, wherever the king's commandment and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, and fasting, and weeping, and wailing: many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

Esther 10:3 (JND) [3] For Mordecai the Jew was second to king Ahasuerus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the multitude of his brethren, seeking the welfare of his people, and speaking peace to all his seed.

Daniel 6:10-11 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. [11] But those men came in a body, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God.

Daniel 10:12 (JND) [12] And he said unto me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words.

Acts 1:10-11 (JND) [10] And as they were gazing into heaven, as he was going, behold, also two men stood by them in white clothing, [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

1 John 5:18 (JND) [18] We know that every one begotten of God does not sin, but he that has been begotten of God keeps himself, and the wicked [one] does not touch him.

Proverbs 9:10 (JND) [10] The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom; and the knowledge of the Holy is intelligence.

1 Timothy 4:16 (JND) [16] Give heed to thyself and to the teaching; continue in them; for, doing this, thou shalt save both thyself and those that hear thee.

Esther 1:22 (JND) [22] And he sent letters into all the king's provinces, into every province according to the writing thereof, and to every people according to their language, That every man should bear rule in his own house, and should speak according to the language of his people.

John 15:25 (JND) [25] But that the word written in their law might be fulfilled, They hated me without a cause.

Esther 6:6 (JND) [6] So Haman came in. And the king said to him, What is to be done with the man whom the king delights to honour? Now Haman thought in his heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour more than to me?

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Daniel 12:13 (JND) [13] But do thou go thy way until the end; and thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

2 Timothy 4:14 (JND) [14] Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works.

Acts 20:27 (JND) [27] for I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

James 1:8 (JND) [8] [he is] a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.



THE MOVEMENTS OF THE TESTIMONY

J. Mitchell 

Numbers 9: 15–23; 10: 1, 2, 5, 6, 11–14, 17, 18, 21, 33–36; 21: 10, 11, 16–20; Joshua 3: 1–6 

What is on one’s spirit is to say a word as to the movements of the testimony. It may be that in our day the movements of the testimony have not taken on as distinctive a character as they had in the early part of the century, and we might see that when we come to Numbers 21. The movements there were of a slightly different character, they were not so prominent. 

Nevertheless, there have been movements in the testimony all along. The testimony is never stagnant. We might sometimes become stagnant, but God is never fixed in that sense. In the testimony He is always in movement, and perhaps one of the movements of the testimony in our day has been the development of family relations among the saints. As we look back over the years we might see that the Spirit of God has been moving very distinctly. Some might think that He stood still. Some might even say, as one hears in conversation sometimes, that things have gone back. But I assure you that the Spirit of God does not go back. The Spirit of God is moving forward, and not only is He moving forward but, if I might speak reverently, He is carrying the saints in the testimony with Him in His movements. It becomes an exercise for every one of us that we might be with the Spirit and be moving forward with the Spirit and with the saints. 

The first thing that we have to learn is the lesson in Numbers 9, that the movements are at divine direction. There is no one here directing the testimony apart from the Spirit of God. He has come in from God at the beginning of the dispensation to take charge of the testimony, and He has the divine right, and He exercises that right in influencing the saints in movements in the testimony. The Spirit’s movements came in very early as can been seen from the book of the Acts. He not only gives the direction but the timing of the movements are at His command. In the early chapters of the Acts there was a great movement away from what was set up initially in Jerusalem towards the heavenly order of things coming in in Paul. What a wonderful movement that was, and yet the Spirit of God is the One who directs the timing of such movement, and the movement does not come in immediately. The Spirit of God lingers over what had gone before in Israel. Stephen saw the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God. The glory was departing, but nevertheless it was slow to depart. God recognises what there had been in the dispensation that had gone before, and it is as though He lingers over that. Then He lingers over the ministry of the twelve, but in His own time He moves. 

The next great movement is in Acts 10. The Spirit of God is very gracious with Peter in the way He helps and adjusts him in view of that movement. There are times when we need adjustment for these movements. Then while Peter was speaking in that company with Cornelius, the Spirit of God came personally into the matter. He asserts His own divine authority in the movements of the testimony. Peter had not finished what he was about to say, but the Spirit of God comes in and takes over, as though He is asserting His divine right in the movements of the testimony. 

Then in Acts 13 there is another great movement. How wonderful a movement that was! If in chapter 10 Peter needed adjustment, there is no adjustment needed in chapter 13. The word “there” in verse 1 is in brackets, it is “the assembly which was”, that is, there was in Antioch the assembly in concrete formation. What a wonderful thing to think of, and the Spirit of God exercised His right in the selection of certain persons in view of the next great movement of the testimony. There was a readiness to recognise the Spirit’s movement and to answer to it. The result was that Barnabas and Saul were separated in view of the work to which the Spirit had called them. 

There is another great movement in Acts 16, in which there is dependence and sensitivity in the persons involved. They were prohibited from speaking the word in Asia. They attempted to go to Bithynia but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them. They were under divine control, and then Paul has a vision of a Macedonian man beseeching him to come over and help them. 

They then concluded that, the Lord had called them (see Acts 16: 10). I take it Paul must have discussed what he had seen in the vision with the members of his company and they concluded that the Lord had called them. That was the great invasion of Europe, the gospel coming into Europe. What that must have meant to heaven. Think of heaven’s delight in that movement into Europe; and the testimony has been moving ever since. It never has been stagnant at any time, it has been going on ever since, and in our day it is still going on. I emphasise that we need to have in our minds that it is under divine authority. 

And so in Numbers 9 the movement is determined by the cloud. It says, “And if it were so that the cloud was there from the evening until the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed; or a day and a night, and the cloud was taken up, they journeyed; or two days, or a month, or many days, when the cloud was long upon the tabernacle, dwelling upon it, the children of Israel remained encamped”. You see the need of being under divine direction in relation to the movements of the testimony. There is no point in going before. If you went before, the cloud would not be there. Moses said, “If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence”, Exodus 33: 15. I would be afraid of anyone who sought to go before the cloud. We need to be subject and move with the cloud. I would be afraid, too, if anyone refused, or was slow to move with the 

cloud. At least, if you are slow, you would be met by the rock that followed them which was the Christ (see 1 Corinthians 9: 4). That is a very beautiful reference to the service and love of Jesus. It has been spoken of as the Water Carrier. You think of the Lord Jesus taking on such a menial service to His saints, so that if anyone is left behind after the movement of the cloud and the people, or if anyone seeks to go away the rock would be there to meet them. It is a last appeal in love to persons who might be tardy in response to divine movements, or who might seek to fall away. Many fell away, sad to say, but it is affecting to me that the rock that followed them was the Christ. So the need is to move with the saints, to move with the Spirit. Let every one of us move on the divine command. Let us not go before, let us not think that we can direct the testimony, that we can arrange things, that we can force things so that the divine mind may be achieved. It never will. The divine mind is achieved as we are subject to what God is doing and subject to His timing and to His movements. 

Now when you come to Numbers 10 it is the same movements, but there is something added there, it says, “Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly”. What comes out in chapter 10 is the glory of divine love; how wonderful it is! There is love on God’s part in the silver trumpets; love on the saints’ part in the way that they move; love at the end of the chapter on the part of the Lord Jesus typified in the way in which the ark acts. The making of the two trumpets of silver of beaten work is to illustrate the patience of God and the love of God in His consideration for His saints. The movement of the cloud comes into this chapter as we read in verse 11, but what really stimulates the saints to movement is the sound of these silver trumpets. The trumpets were not sounded by the Levites, but by the priests, and they were sounded with divine feeling. I think it is the feelings of God coming into expression, perhaps through ministry, but nevertheless coming into expression, that stimulates movement, particularly movement of affection among His people. God is seeking the affections of His own. He is seeking movement in our hearts. Movement in the mind alone is not very much. 

I remember, if I might just use an illustration, those of us who were younger at the time of that great movement of the testimony regarding the public worship of the Spirit, caught it pretty quickly, and we noticed that some of the older brethren were a little slower; but after a month or two it became clear that the older brethren had it substantially, they had it in their hearts. We might have rushed at it with our minds, but the great thing is, I believe, that the movement is to be in the affections of the saints. That is what the silver trumpets are for. 

They speak, of course, of God’s right in redemption, God’s rights in love. He is exercising His rights in love. The trumpet does not give an uncertain note. It sounds a certain note and it sounds a note for movement, but it sounds a note in love. How wonderful it is that God is sounding a note in ministry in love. I wonder what you think of ministry? Sometimes it is a good question to ask. Maybe you think that Mr So-and-so came along and said this, or said that, and that was Mr So-and-so. But in true ministry, God is sounding His note in love. 

He is making His appeal in love to His saints, and in this chapter the people answered to it. It says that, “The standard of the camp of the children of Judah set forward first”. That was according to the divine order. Those who dwelt in the east, that is, in relation to the incoming of Christ, those who had hope in their hearts, they are the ones who move first. We need to move not reluctantly nor sorrowfully nor in any sense depressively; we need to move joyfully in hope. I believe that is what the Spirit of God is looking for, that there should be a joyful movement forward together in hope, in hope of the coming in of Christ. What is finally in mind is our gathering together to Him. That is the last great movement, our gathering together to Him. How wonderful it is to think that gathering together will include all the saints. At present in our gatherings we are confined to those with whom we can walk, but think of that wonderful day when there will be the gathering together to Him. So the silver trumpets are sounded and the camp of the children of Judah, it says, “set forward first according to their hosts”. The footnote speaks of ‘their marching order’, that is, the saints are moving together. They are moving in hope, they are moving in brightness of spirit. It also says in verse 17, “the tabernacle was taken down—and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set forward bearing the tabernacle”. That is a very remarkable thing. It shows love on the part of the saints. The divine ordering in Numbers 2 is that those eastward were to set forward first and then those on the southward side were to set forward second. 

Then the tent of meeting was to set forward with the camp of the Levites, and then after them came the other two camps. That is, the Levites with the ark and the tabernacle are there in the middle, in a protective place in love. But here it says, “the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set forward bearing the tabernacle”. They set forward with “the standard of the camp of ... Judah”. It tells us in the next section that “the Kohathites set forward bearing the sanctuary”, that was after the camp of Reuben, after the second camp, and “the others set up the tabernacle whilst they came”. That is love in the saints considering for the sanctuary. The Gershonites and the Merarites would say, ‘Well the divine ordering, which we must go by, is that we go after the camp of Reuben, but this time we will go before in order that we can have the camp set up, and have it ready in view of Christ typically coming into His place’. How wonderful the consideration of love is. The outflow of love among the Levites cannot be prescribed exactly, and they move forward with the camp of Judah, in view of setting up the tabernacle and everything being ready, as it says, they “set up the tabernacle whilst they came”. So that while the Kohathites were coming with the camp of Reuben (and that has its own significance, Reuben was on the southward side, the side of privilege) bearing the ark, that the Gershonites and the Merarites were setting up the tabernacle, in order that there might be a place ready typically for Christ. How beautiful that is. 

These Gershonites would speak of men that would attend to the principles, and it is necessary that we attend to these if there is to be a place for Christ. But then the Merarites look after the saints. It will be remembered that Mr Taylor Snr. said (and I would not wish to weaken it), ‘look after the principles and God will take care of the persons’, but I came across a reference in the ministry where someone quoted that to him, and he said, ‘Ah yes, but Christianity involves persons’. We need the Merarites, we need to look after the persons as well as looking after the principles. That is something that we need to think about. If we presume to stand for the rights of God without family affections, what is going to result is legality, it is going to result in disaster. The Gershonites and the Merarites move together, both are needed. 

There is no use the Merarites going without the Gershonites, that would not do; there is no use the Gershonites going without the Merarites, that equally would not do. We need to keep things in divine balance. May the Lord help us in relation to that. 

Then at the end of the chapter when “they set forward from the mountain of Jehovah and went three days’ journey; and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a resting-place for them”. Love in the saints cannot be prescribed, but this is love in Christ. Again the divine ordering was that the ark should be there between the camps, two camps going forward first, and then the ark and the tabernacle coming next, and then the two remaining camps coming after that. In the testimony 

everything is done for the protection of Christ, and how much that is needed at the present time when so much is being said publicly denying the virgin birth, denying His resurrection; denying the Person of Christ. Let it be not only in word, but in our lives let us live Christ, so that there might be a right testimony and that He might be rightly protected testimonially. It is incumbent upon us to do that. 

But here love in Him typically is so great that the ark rises out of that position and goes before the saints. In all the movements in the testimony Christ has gone before. He has borne the force of all that comes against the saints. It says there that they “went three days’ 

journey”; that is very significant. I do not need to go into that. I speak to intelligent persons who know what the three days’ journey involves. But it says that “the ark of the covenant of Jehovah went before them in the three days’ journey, to search out a resting-place for them”. 

I believe the more we know about the love of the Christ, the more we appreciate what He has been to the saints all through the dispensation, and what He is to us at the present time, and I believe the more we will appreciate the holy actions of His love in the way in which He is searching out a resting-place. In this setting He is not searching out an area of conflict, He has taken the burden of the conflict in going before them in the three days. What He would do is to search out a resting-place. May we be encouraged in that and may we be sobered in it too that the Lord is searching out a resting-place for the saints. Let none of us, in any of our actions, disturb that resting-place. He is searching it out for them, He is considering for them, and it says, “the cloud ... was over them ...”, but “when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Jehovah, and let thine enemies be scattered”. We were considering in the reading about the children of God scattered abroad (see John 11: 52). Here the enemies are scattered. 

There is no cohesion, they are scattered. It is easy to deal with a scattered enemy, it is more difficult when there is cohesion. The gates of hades represent organised evil, and power is needed to deal with that. 

He says, “let thine enemies be scattered; And let them that hate thee flee before thy face. And when it rested, he said, Return, Jehovah, unto the myriads of the thousands of Israel”. May we appreciate more God’s dwelling-place among the saints. That is a wonderful concept to think of. 

We come now to chapter 21. The intervening chapters bring out a good deal that .is sorrowful. The true state of the people comes out. The first ten chapters set out divine order. 

From chapter 11 onward you have murmuring and rebellion, but, I repeat, the rock that followed them was the Christ. That rock never changed, His love was not changed. In chapter 21 you come to judgment of sin in the flesh in the brazen serpent, and then there is movement. As I said at the beginning, perhaps the movements in days gone past have been more easily seen; perhaps they are a little more hidden in this day, but these latter movements are short and quick. It is remarkable that there is no mention of the cloud after chapter 21. In chapter 20 there is reference firstly to the death of Miriam, and then to the death of Aaron, and the death of Moses is anticipated. Moses had not died but he was not to bring the people into the land. That shows that leaders are not so prominent, and I think those are the days in which we are, when leaders are not done away with—Moses is still alive. We still need it and will need it right on to the end, but then it is not so prominent. 

What is prominent, I believe, is the leadership of the Spirit among the saints. That is where this movement comes in, and it is extraordinarily rapid movement. It says they “encamped in Oboth. And they removed from Oboth, and encamped at Ijim-Abarim ... toward the sun-rising. From thence they removed, and encamped at the torrent Zered. From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon”. You see how rapid the movements are. They may not be quite so outstanding. Therefore there is a great need of the Spirit that we might discern the movements of the testimony in our day. They might have been much more easily discerned in the old days. Maybe persons did not see the cloud moving, maybe they did not even hear the silver trumpets, but at least they would have seen the camp moving. But these movements are a little more difficult to discern; they are more rapid, and the saints are moving on rapidly. Is there anyone here who thinks that there is no movement of the testimony? The testimony is moving on extraordinarily rapidly at the close of the dispensation, and it is moving on because of the inward leading of the Spirit. I feel very exercised about that. How much we are dependent on what is external. I say that for myself. What do the brethren think about things? and that is valuable. What does the ministry say about things? Far be it from me to despise the ministry, what a wealth is in it, but, something comes and you go to the bookshelf—what does the ministry say about it? What does the Spirit say inwardly about matters? That is an exercise. What does He say in persons, persons like you and me? Have I been able to discern the inward movements of the Spirit, the inward leading of the Spirit? I believe we are in that day, and I would seek for exercise with myself and with my brethren that we might be able to discern the inward leading of the Spirit, and that we might rely more and more upon it. The cloud is not in sight here; we are thankful for the cloud but it is external. I am not saying the cloud was not here, but from this point on it is not even mentioned, and leaders are not prominent. What is prominent is what is in the saints, and I believe we are in those days, when we need to make room for what the Spirit is doing in the saints in inward leadership. And, as I say, the movements are not so easily discerned but much more rapid. There is no hindrance here. 

Then it says in verse 10 that they journeyed. Before that they had wandered a good deal, but now they journey. Are you on the journey, beloved brother. beloved sister? Are you with the saints in the journey in which the Spirit is leading? They came into “the wilderness that is before Moab, toward the sun-rising”. That is another thing, they have their faces now in the right direction. They can now go straight forward. Are our faces in the right direction? Where is your face towards, dear brother, dear sister? You might well ask me the question, Where is my face towards? I trust it is towards Christ on high. Here they were in the plains of Moab. 

They are not yet over the Jordan, they are just on the borders of the land, but their affections are over on the other side. That is where their outlook is. They came “to the top of Pisgah, which looks over the surface of the waste”. The surface of the waste is all behind them. What is ahead, typically, is Christ where He is. So they sing to this well. Let us make more room for the Holy Spirit of God in our midst, and let each one of us make room for the Holy Spirit of God in our personal exercises in the way in which we do things. Let us give Him scope that He might lead us, “as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God”, Romans 8: 14. That is like the plains of Moab; the inheritance is now in view. 

When you come to Joshua it is the leadership of the ark. It is not quite the final movement. The movement here is into our inheritance. There is another movement under David when you have God’s inheritance among the saints. When they came out of Egypt, Moses and the children of Israel sang to Jehovah that He would bring them in and plant them in the mountain of His inheritance in the place that Jehovah made His dwelling (see Exodus 15: 17). 

But He had to wait for David and Solomon. You think of the patience of God as He waited for Solomon to build the house and the ark to come into its place. That was the divine thought when they came out of Egypt. He went all through the wilderness with them in His grace, was with them when they went over the Jordan, and all that time in the land, 

but the ark had no place of its own. It needed David, with exercise as it says, “we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood”, Psalm 132: 6. It needed a man like David to be awakened in his affections as to the place that was due to Christ in type. Oh beloved brethren, can we not awaken the affections of one another? The most important thing at the present time is the place that is for Christ in our midst. 

I just refer to Joshua. It says here, “When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it”. Are you prepared to go after it, dear brother, dear sister? The Spirit of God would lead us. His leadership as typified in Numbers 21 would lead us to Christ. The Spirit will always do that. 

He would lead us to Christ as the One who has done wonderfully. The priests and the ark together are a type of Christ. You cannot separate them, and as the priests’ feet stood in the Jordan, the waters stood back. Think of the wonder of it that a way might be made over for us that we might enjoy our inheritance. I believe the Lord would attract us over. May we be prepared to move, may we be prepared to go with Him! May we have our sights set in the right direction! May there be nothing to hinder our attraction to Him, and may we follow Him, as they followed the ark over the Jordan! It stood there and made a way through, and the people went over, they went over into their inheritance. May that be our portion for His name’s sake. 

Address at Barnet
22 February 1992 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 9:15-23 (JND) [15] And on the day that the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the tabernacle of the tent of testimony; and at even it was upon the tabernacle as the appearance of fire, until the morning. [16] So it was continually: the cloud covered it, and at night it was as the appearance of fire. [17] And when the cloud rose from the tent, then the children of Israel journeyed; and at the place where the cloud stood still, there the children of Israel encamped. [18] According to the commandment of Jehovah the children of Israel journeyed, and according to the commandment of Jehovah they [remained] encamped; all the days that the cloud dwelt upon the tabernacle they encamped. [19] And when the cloud was long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of Jehovah, and journeyed not. [20] And if it were so that the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle, according to the commandment of Jehovah they encamped, and according to the commandment of Jehovah they journeyed. [21] And if it were so that the cloud was there from the evening until the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed; or a day and a night, and the cloud was taken up, they journeyed; [22] or two days, or a month, or many days, when the cloud was long upon the tabernacle, dwelling upon it, the children of Israel [remained] encamped, and journeyed not; but when it was taken up, they journeyed. [23] At the commandment of Jehovah they encamped, and at the commandment of Jehovah they journeyed: they kept the charge of Jehovah according to the commandment of Jehovah through Moses.

Numbers 10:1-36 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. [4] And if they blow with one, then the princes, the heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather unto thee. [5] And when ye blow an alarm, the camps that lie eastward shall set forward. [6] And when ye blow an alarm the second time, the camps that lie southward shall set forward; they shall blow an alarm on their setting forward. [7] And when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not blow an alarm: [8] the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an everlasting statute throughout your generations. [9] And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before Jehovah your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies. [10] And in the day of your gladness, and in your set feasts, and in your new moons, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt-offerings and over your sacrifices of peace-offering; and they shall be to you for a memorial before your God: I am Jehovah your God. [11] And it came to pass in the second year, in the second month, on the twentieth of the month, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony. [12] And the children of Israel set forward according to their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud stood still in the wilderness of Paran. …

Numbers 21:10-20 (JND) [10] And the children of Israel journeyed, and encamped in Oboth. [11] And they removed from Oboth, and encamped at Ijim-Abarim, in the wilderness that is before Moab, toward the sun-rising. [12] From thence they removed, and encamped at the torrent Zered. [13] From thence they removed, and encamped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the wilderness that comes out of the border of the Amorites. For the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. [14] Therefore it is said in the book of the wars of Jehovah, Vaheb in Suphah, and the brooks of Arnon; [15] And the stream of the brooks which turneth to the dwelling of Ar, And inclineth toward the border of Moab. [16] And from thence to Beer: that is the well of which Jehovah spoke to Moses, Assemble the people, and I will give them water. [17] Then Israel sang this song, Rise up, well! sing unto it: [18] Well which princes digged, which the nobles of the people hollowed out at [the word of] the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness [they went] to Mattanah; [19] and from Mattanah to Nahaliel; and from Nahaliel to Bamoth; [20] and from Bamoth to the valley that is in the fields of Moab, to the top of Pisgah, which looks over the surface of the waste.

Joshua 3:1-6 (JND) [1] And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. [2] And it came to pass at the end of three days, that the officers went through the camp; [3] and they commanded the people, saying, When ye see the ark of the covenant of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing it, then remove from your place, and go after it; [4] yet there shall be a distance between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Ye shall not come near it, that ye may know the way by which ye must go; for ye have not passed this way heretofore. [5] And Joshua said to the people, Hallow yourselves; for to-morrow Jehovah will do wonders in your midst. [6] And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, Take up the ark of the covenant, and go over before the people. And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before the people.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …

Numbers 9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after their departure from the land of Egypt, saying, [2] Let the children of Israel also hold the passover at its set time; [3] on the fourteenth day in this month between the two evenings, ye shall hold it at its set time; according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ordinances thereof shall ye hold it. …

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16:10 (JND) [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings.

Numbers 9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after their departure from the land of Egypt, saying, [2] Let the children of Israel also hold the passover at its set time; [3] on the fourteenth day in this month between the two evenings, ye shall hold it at its set time; according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ordinances thereof shall ye hold it. …

Exodus 33:15 (JND) [15] And he said to him, If thy presence do not go, bring us not up hence.

1 Corinthians 9:4 (JND) [4] Have we not a right to eat and to drink?

Numbers 10 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Make thee two trumpets of silver; of beaten work shalt thou make them; and they shall serve for the calling together of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps. [3] And when they shall blow with them, the whole assembly shall gather to thee at the entrance of the tent of meeting. …

Numbers 2 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] The children of Israel shall encamp every one by his standard, with the ensign of their father's house; round about the tent of meeting, afar off, opposite to it shall they encamp. [3] And [for] those encamping eastward toward the sun-rising [there shall be] the standard of the camp of Judah according to their hosts; and the prince of the sons of Judah shall be Nahshon the son of Amminadab; …

John 11:52 (JND) [52] and not for the nation only, but that he should also gather together into one the children of God who were scattered abroad.

Romans 8:14 (JND) [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Psalms 132:6 (JND) [6] Behold, we heard of it at Ephratah, we found it in the fields of the wood.

Numbers 21 (JND) [1] And the Canaanite king of Arad, who dwelt in the south, heard that Israel came by the way of Atharim, and he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners. [2] Then Israel vowed a vow to Jehovah, and said, If thou give this people wholly into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities. [3] And Jehovah listened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them, and their cities. And they called the name of the place Hormah. …



EXTRACTS

Well now we have an organism. We have arrived at a point where the Holy Spirit is moving in us organically. I do not say that you get that in this chapter, for you do 

not get the Spirit emphasized here, it is, a question of faith—you get that in 1 Corinthians—

“For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body and have been all made to drink into one Spirit”. That is more vital, but I am speaking of what is initial, how we arrive at proper movement, conduct and manner, as each is among his brethren, on the principle of faith. We have thus arrived at the organism, and can say it is “one body in Christ”, and no other body in the world can say that. In each locality where Christians may be, as in Rome, no other body, the Senate or others, could claim such dignity, such a status, as to be one body in Christ. That status is respected in heaven. The heavenly intelligences understand what it is—“one body in. 

Christ”. What dignity! The Holy Spirit is the power of it. Faith is the initial idea, and takes us out of the world, as having Light as to it. Romans is a question of light, and I am dealing now with light as governing us in a collective sense. No one can be in a body in this world, and understand what I am speaking of—one body in Christ. It is incompatible with any other organization or organism; so that the light is delivering. In Romans the armour is “the armour of light”. It is not as great as that in Ephesians; it is just the armour of light, and it applies to the saints as viewed in this collective way—that they are “one body in Christ”. It delivers us therefore from all other bodies whatever they may be; although they may be advantageous in a worldly respect, they have not the status of one body in Christ, and therefore a position in them is incompatible with the calling of the believer in Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 37, pp.164, 165) 

One may say, There are several different companies, I do not know where to go. Well, the Lord says, “Go into the city”. There were other companies there, too, companies to whom he might have gone. He might have gone back to Jerusalem, there were sects 

there; he belonged to the sect of the Pharisees—he might have gone to them; or he might change his mind and go to the Sadducees, or to the Libertines, but the Lord anticipated all that, and simply enjoins him to go into the city. He did not say, I will go before you and prepare the brethren to look after you, but that is what the Lord had in mind. You may say, Those people that meet down there—I do not know that there is much amongst them. It may be if we had known the few at Damascus we should have said there was not very much there! 

The Lord had to correct Ananias about Saul. He says, Lord, why this man has come here to bind the saints! How ready we are to intimate that we know better than the Lord! One often sees that in trivial things, too. It may not occur to us that we are criticising the Lord, but it is the fact. Ananias thought he knew Saul of Tarsus better than the Lord did! Think of what we are capable of! And he was a good brother, too. The apostle Paul says later that he was a pious man, and well spoken of by the Jews there. But the Lord has in mind in sending Saul into the city that He would go before him and provide what he needed, provide guidance. Go into the city, He had said, and it will be told you what you must do. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 45, pp.188, 189) 

Then the forty days—“being seen by them during forty days”—being the full period of impressing, of instructing them with the idea of spirituality. That is where the great difficulty lies, the want of spirituality; not the want of facts and doctrine, but the want of spirituality, and that is why Acts gives us the forty days, as much as to say, there is ample instruction by example in what He did as to what spirituality signifies. These forty days are intended to teach us spirituality. There is in them the fact that the Lord may change His form—“he was manifested in another form”, Mark 16: 12. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 42, p.508) 

When Christ was down here He was entirely for God. Everything about Him was fragrant for God. There could be nothing so wonderful. There was a Man for God on earth, One with every feeling of a man with whom the Spirit could identify Himself. It is not that the Spirit produced the feelings, but they were all there: everything that was perfect and proper in man for God was there, and the. Spirit could come down to be identified with everything that was there, otherwise the Spirit must have remained in the Deity, and we could not have had the Spirit as the Spirit of Christ. 

It is wonderful that we should have the Spirit, of Christ, so that Christ should be produced in us by the Spirit of Christ. 

F. E. Raven (‘Letters’, p.308) 

The true light of Christianity is displayed in the Lord; you cannot learn it elsewhere. 

Therefore I can understand the apostle saying to the Philippian jailor, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”; as much as to say to him, You get into the light of what is displayed in the Lord, and you will be saved, and your house. I think it is very beautiful to know that there is one point where you can fully learn what is in the heart of God toward man, and you see it displayed, not in weakness, but in glory, in power. There is no power to equal the power of the Lord Jesus Christ! Talk about power in this world, and what nations and man can do—it is not to be compared to the power of the Lord Jesus. 

F. E. Raven (‘Letters’, p.309). 
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Scripture references

Mark 16:12 (JND) [12] And after these things he was manifested in another form to two of them as they walked, going into the country;
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