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DIVINE OPERATIONS ARE CUMULATIVE

G. C. McKay 

John 4: 34–38; Genesis 22: 4–14; Joshua 6: 26; 7: 1, 16–26; Matthew 26: 6–13 

I was thinking, dear brethren, of the fact that divine operations are cumulative, that is, from the outset God has operated in a continuous way, developing His ways and developing His purposes. Nothing is left behind. What God does and what He has done from the beginning has had the end in view. The end is very near. Scripture tells us that as to ourselves the ends of the ages have come upon us. That is, all the dispensations, the ages, have culminated in us, they have come upon us. The responsibility for us is involved. With all that history through the centuries and through the dispensations all is about to culminate, God is about to arrive at His great end, and everything that He has done will contribute to that. In the world there used to be the word used ‘modernism’, that is, the setting aside of everything that has come down from the past and the glorifying of everything that is new and different and modern, and scientific, I suppose. It is a line which still runs in the world, but God does not work that way. 

God operates in connection with what He has previously done; He works cumulatively in a most remarkable way. No man could think of this, it is a question of the greatness of divine operations. I would like to speak about that and how it might bear on our practical exercises, that things are cumulative and not left behind. For even with ourselves there might come in the idea that what used to be among the brethren, what we used to hold, the light that we have had, and the practices and the help that the Lord has given us are in a sense outmoded, and there has to be something new, something different, a new departure. God does not work that way. He works in connection with what He has already done and everything contributes to the great end that He has in mind. 

In Matthew’s gospel you can see that the Lord Jesus comes in in connection with what was past. The first chapter indicates in the genealogy, that the Lord Jesus came in in connection with the promises; things are traced back to those who received the promises, to Abraham and to David, and the Lord Jesus came in in connection with the Old Testament prophecies which Matthew uses so liberally. John’s gospel is different; what John has in mind is the greatness of the One who comes in. He is greater than all dispensations, He is so great, “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us”, John 1: 14. How great He is, the Lord Jesus, the Son of God. So He comes in and He cannot accept restrictions from what is past. Divine operations are proceeding at a wonderful level. Yet even in John’s gospel there is acknowledgment of what is past, and one of these acknowledgments comes in in the section we read in John 4. It is a question of the Lord Jesus doing work in John 4. He says, “My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work”. The finishing time was in view, when the Lord Jesus came in. Divine operations were approaching their finish, and what the Lord Jesus had in mind was to finish God’s work. So He speaks about the fields being already white to harvest. The ends of the ages have come upon us, the time of the culmination of God’s operations is being arrived at, and the Lord Jesus says, “I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours”. The question would be, Who had laboured, into whose labours had the apostles come? The Lord is looking back to the Old Testament, looking back to what God had done earlier, because what God had done earlier stood. It had contributed its quota you might say to the divine operations and to the divine end. It is a very remarkable thing that God can do that, He can work and develop things in that way. 

Similarly in the next chapter when the Lord Jesus is challenged as to healing the man on the sabbath He says, “My Father worketh hitherto and I work”, John 5: 17. His Father had been working, God had been working, and then He says, “and I work”. What a blessed dispensation, what a blessed time, with not only the Father working but the Son working. This is an important principle that I am seeking to bring forward, and I believe it is a right one and one that we would neglect to our loss, that we should not despise or set aside or even forget things that are past. 

So even in regard to the Old Testament things are cumulative. We can understand it being cumulative in this dispensation. You can see in Acts how matters developed—the Jerusalem setting, then the gospel going out to the Gentiles and Paul’s heavenly ministry coming in. 

You can see how things were cumulative and proceeded in that way, but even over all the dispensations that principle has existed. What is past can contribute to us in our present exercises in this time when things are being completed, when God is moving to the end of all His ways. 

And so you find in the Old Testament that there are certain things that are to be remembered. 

You find events which are commemorated by the names given to places, and stones set up to mark certain things. The Old Testament is full of that kind of thing. The twelve stones that Israel took out of the bed of the Jordan were set up in Gilgal and they were to be there for ever, it says, as a testimony to the descendants of Israel, and they are a testimony to us too, a testimony that the saints have their origin in the death of Christ and they evince a life which shows that, life of another order. And so these things come into Scripture and I wondered whether we might think of them. There are so many such examples in the Old Testament, I can only think of having time to speak of two. Sometimes when these things are recorded in the Old Testament as remaining, it says of them that the thing remains to this day, and that means that it comes right down to our day. The Holy Spirit adds that in what He says. He means that these things are not left behind. These two matters we have read about in Genesis 22 and in Joshua 7 are said to eventuate in a place being named. It says in Joshua that the name remains there, and in Genesis there is a saying that Moses puts in, as it is said at the present day, “On the mount of Jehovah will be provided”. So you see these things are cumulative, they come down to us and they have a meaning for us that is not lost. 

Now one of the remarkable things as to what comes down to us from Genesis 22 is that it is the experience of a man of faith. Think of this, that the experience of saints is not lost. I believe in these days the Holy Spirit treasures up things in the assembly; we think of those who have gone before us and their experience and the wealth that was with them and that is not lost; everything is maintained in the Spirit. Abraham’s experience is to come down to us. 

After all he is our father in a sense. It says, “they that are on the principle of faith, these are Abraham’s sons”, Galatians 3: 7. So we should see how the thing comes down. The Jews could say, “Abraham is our father” (John 8: 39), but he is the father of those who believe, he is the great progenitor of the family of faith. So the thing comes down to us and his experiences are recorded for us, that in our path of faith we might learn from what he went through and prove the resource that he proved. What a test this was in Genesis 22! I do not know of any greater test that could come on anyone than the test that came on Abraham. God had been working with him, and knew what he was able for. You might say, Who would be able for such a test? Through much deep and sorrowful exercise, and passage of time, Abraham arrives at this, that he had Isaac, the heir that he longed for and had asked for. God had done it, He had given him Isaac and then God says to him, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, Isaac” (Genesis 22: 2) and offer him up. Think of a man being told to offer up his beloved son, his only one. You might say Abraham had other sons, but Isaac was really the only one, the child of his bosom, the one he loved, and he is told to take him to a certain place and to offer him up for a sacrifice. Extraordinary! 

Well, God knew what He was doing. He was trying Abraham, and He knew who He was trying. God was not trying him to make him fail, He was bringing him through a trial to bring out what was in his soul, and I think to establish something further too in the knowledge of Himself in the soul of this great saint. And so Abraham immediately rose up in the morning and saddled his ass, marked by the obedience of faith. These things come down. Believers are obedient persons as Abraham was an obedient person. He got up early in the morning, saddled his ass and for three days he journeyed towards the place of sacrifice. Think of that, three days, what it must have meant for him, how much he must have gone through in his soul. The third day he “lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar”. So he says to the young men, “Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you”. I must confess I used to have the thought that Abraham was hiding from the young men what was going to happen in saying that Isaac would come again with him, but it was not that. He was saying what was in the faith of his soul and the New Testament explains it to us. Abraham had such faith, he believed that if he obeyed God and offered up his son, God would raise him from the dead, so he says to the young men, We will come again. What faith marked Abraham! And so the terms, the details, are given so touchingly, the fire and the knife and the wood and how the father and son spoke together. Then in answer to Isaac’s question as to where the sheep was for a burnt-offering Abraham said, “My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering”. There was something in Abraham’s soul, some light that God would provide. 

Well, Abraham built the altar and piled the wood, he was allowed to stretch out his hand and take the knife; he was allowed to reach that point. What a touching section this is. You think of what is typified in it too, what we had in Romans 

8, “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son”, Romans 8: 32. God did not spare His Son but here we have a son that was spared. But I am speaking rather about Abraham as setting forth a believer being tested. And so he bound his son. The details are all given. It is not embroidered, scripture does not do that, it is just stated and how touching it is. He takes the knife to slaughter his son and then there is the voice from the heavens. I do not think that Abraham had had this before, the Angel calling to him from the heavens. Things were opening up freshly, a voice from the heavens, “Stretch not out thy hand against the lad” and then he looks and sees that God has provided. As he had had in the faith of his soul, God had provided for the burnt-offering, the ram caught in the thicket by its horns. What a sight, as you think of it as typical of the Lord Jesus! How precious to think of it, not simply setting Him forth as a helpless Victim only (although the Lord Jesus was that. He went as a Victim, ‘A Victim led, Thy blood was shed’ as the hymn writer says (Hymn 415), but as a ram caught by its horns, pointing to the affections of Christ and His committal to the will of God, the vigour of Christ in that sense. Abraham offers it up, he has arrived at something in his soul, and when he has arrived at it he gives it a name. He calls the name of that place Jehovah-jireh. The footnote says, ‘Jehovah will provide’. 

And now that experience of Abraham comes down to us and we can prove it too; it still stands good, that name exists, the name of the place, “as it is said at the present day”. Moses would add that, “as it is said at the present day, On the mount of Jehovah will be provided”. 

Now that comes down to us, dear brethren, a wonderful stay in the path of faith, that God will provide. He will provide what is necessary, whatever tests, whatever eventuality, whatever might arise. We have to learn that. We turn so readily this way and that way when matters arise and difficulties arise and sorrows and tests and trials, but the thing is to look to God. 

“On the mount of Jehovah will be provided”, suggests the greatness of divine resources, something that is entirely outside the capacity of anybody in the world; it is the resource that can come from God alone. 

How touching it is that God provided that, and it takes you on in your mind to God providing in the death of Christ, sparing not His Son. There are several scriptures that speak most touchingly of the relationship between father and son in the Old Testament. You have Abraham and Isaac here, Jacob and Joseph, and David and Solomon, but the first one that occurs in Scripture is Abraham and Isaac. The first allusion to that blessed relationship that was to come in as Christ came into manhood, between the Father and the Son is in Genesis 22, and it is a sacrificial setting. “On the mount of Jehovah will be provided”. That is what is said to this day, says Moses, and he proved it. He had to do with God on the mount of Jehovah and he took the people through the wilderness. What experiences Moses had and he proved that in his day, “On the mount of Jehovah will be provided”. Now that is a very positive and blessed and encouraging matter that comes down to us to this day. 

Now the reference in Joshua is a most solemn and testing one, but necessary. The setting is that the people of God have crossed the Jordan and overcome Jericho. They are about to enter the land of God’s purposes for them, heavenly blessings typically lying before them. They are going in to possess the land, cultivate it, become wealthy in it and provide for the service of God in the offerings they would bring. That was what was in view at this point. They had won a great victory at Jericho, and at that point Satan attacked to try to nullify all that God had in mind. He acted through the covetousness of Achan. The city had been devoted to a curse beforehand by Joshua, Jericho speaking of the world in its opposition to God, and its inveterate hostility to the people of God, and to all that God would bring about, the world in that terrible character. There is a curse on it according to what Joshua says, and Achan took of the thing which had been brought under the curse, and it says the children of Israel committed unfaithfulness. What this whole setting shows is that Satan attacks and brings in some simple action or simple principle to try and hinder what God would do, and the blessing that He would bring about for His people, and the result that He would get for Himself. 

It is a very solemn section and it proves the principle that God will not tolerate sin among His people. He will not be with His people if sin is tolerated; sin must be dealt with, and that comes down to this day. We enjoy immense blessings; I know we are so small and there is such sorrowful history, but we enjoy wonderful blessings together, dear brethren. Not only do we have these fellowship meetings and then the special occasions of joy in three day meetings; in our own local gatherings too we have times of blessing, times of refreshing come from the presence of the Lord. We have the great privilege and enjoyment of entering into the service of God, moving into heavenly realms by the Spirit and enjoying the presence of the Father, the worship of God Himself. 

These things that we enjoy are the result of the culmination of divine operations. They are the result of much exercise too among the saints of God. They could have been lost at any time, and some saints have lost these things because they did not recognise the great principle that is set out in Joshua 7, that God will not be with His people if they tolerate flagrant sin such as Achan’s. As soon as this unfaithfulness takes place the children of Israel are tested. They try to attack Ai and they are defeated, thirty-six of them are smitten and they are pursued, the hearts of the people melt. They had just conquered Jericho, they were on the crest of the wave, but there was a bad state there; there was self-confidence and a sinful act there among them, and the people had lost their power. How were they going to proceed? Well God indicates how the matter is to be taken up, and that is most encouraging that God will help His people to deal with these things. He will help to clear these things out of the way. This is one of the most solemn chapters in Scripture in a way but it comes down to this day, this place Achor, the name comes down to this day. We must remember that what we enjoy, we enjoy on the basis of the judgment of evil, and the provision of conditions where God can be with His people. How testing it was for them, all were tested. 

One parallel to this at the present day would be an assembly meeting. Fortunately we do not very often have to go so far as that but sometimes that has to be. We have known it in this city, and others have known the solemnity of the fact that sometimes you come to a situation where you have to say that you can no longer walk with someone, and that is what the stoning of Achan represents. When that happens, and we have proved it, everybody is tested, not simply the person who has defected but everyone. Joshua took the tribes and every tribe had to go forward, and all the tribes were tested. The tribe of Judah was taken and then down to the family of the Zarhites, right down to Zabdi, and right down to the men of his household, then right down to Achan, everyone was tested. In other words they all had to feel the matter and they all had to have part in the stoning, they all had to participate in the judgment of what was wrong. We can take that as showing the importance of dealing with evil and keeping ourselves clear from evil. I have spoken of it as giving some kind of picture of what we might have to do in an assembly meeting as we call it, a meeting of assembly character to speak more accurately. But there have been great issues that have existed among the people of God over the years. 

We speak of what is cumulative and we can bring it down to the recovery of the truth; there has been an accumulation of things, of deep exercises and some of them of this character. 

These exercises are to be known by us and not forgotten. It was not very long in the early years of the recovery, in the 1840’s, that Satan attacked in a way that would have hindered the brethren from moving forward into the blessedness of what we enjoy now. He would have spoiled it entirely. He introduced evil teaching, and he introduced in what is known as the Bethesda matter an awful principle, the principle that you could be indifferent as to evil and you could still go on with God. Terrible doctrine was being held in Plymouth by one of the teachers, and the leaders in the Bethesda hall in Bristol were quite happy to receive people from there without making sure they were clear of this awful doctrine. It was doctrine affecting the person of Christ; it could not have been worse, and Bethesda took an indifferent, a neutral path. We cannot be neutral, dear brethren; it is impossible to be neutral. Bethesda did that. Mr Darby and others took a stand and there took place what was called the Open division. Now that is one of the great judicial actions of the recovery and it comes down to this day. 

So do the other great issues that have taken place among the saints. They have not simply been quarrels or disagreements, it has been a question of Satan attacking and introducing a wrong principle. The principle Achan seemed to introduce was this idea of a Babylonish garment. He wanted to bring in something of the pride of man; that is what Babylon speaks of, the pride of man, and in Scripture it is brought into the religious setting, brought into the church itself. That was the kind of thing that he was introducing, and it would have destroyed everything, all the blessings of the people of God. So the young people, and all of us, should really be aware of these great matters that come down to the present day. They are not just things that happened so long ago that we can forget them. The persons who hold to the truth in these issues are blessed through it, and for the persons who do not the result goes on decade after decade right down through the history. There are persons, sincere persons, among companies of believers who took a wrong move at that time of the Open division, and they may be ignorant of the history but they are in a system that is affected by the principle that was set aside at that time. 

Similarly you will find as to those who oppose Mr Raven and the teaching as to eternal life, there is a deadness about their system. So these things are not only a question of principle, but they affected the saints for blessing, for good or for evil. That is what this chapter brings out, this valley of Achor, of trouble, “Therefore the name of that place was called, The Valley of Achor, to this day”. We have to remember these things. There was the Glanton division too and other matters, there were all the terrible matters that had to be judged in the lifetime of some of us here. These matters have to stand and be held, they are not forgotten, right down to 1972 when we had to hold to the fact that we would not go on with professional associations. So these things come down, they are cumulative, and the saints are liberated. 

These matters involve that Satan’s attacks are hindered, and the saints are free from the bondage of the world and from Satan would do, free to enter into blessing. So I have chosen two of these matters; there are many other incidents in the Old Testament that could be used in this kind of way, but I have chosen that one great positive blessed one of Abraham proving divine resources, and I have chosen also this solemn one, feeling led to do so, that we have to remember that we can only proceed with the sense of divine help if we judge evil and do not adopt a neutral attitude to it. 

I thought it would be best to finish in the New Testament and that the thought of a memorial perhaps should be spoken about. There are two memorials in the New Testament. We read about one of them, this woman, and it is a memorial in connection with the glad tidings, something that is not to be forgotten. It must be of great interest then to everyone who preaches and those who have care of the gospel that the Lord Jesus says, “Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, that also which this woman has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her”. The question then is, how does this bear on the glad tidings? This unnamed woman in Bethany had an alabaster flask of very precious ointment. It speaks about her affection for Christ kept in purity, in the alabaster flask, and she lavished it all on the Lord Jesus; she poured it out upon His head—not on His feet in this incident, but upon His head; that is what she did. She was distinguishing the head which speaks of the distinction and dignity of a person. This woman was dignifying Christ. 

She was saying in her affection that all distinction and glory belonged to Him, and so she poured this out upon His head. No other man, nobody else could share in this, the whole of the flask was for Him, all her affections were for Him. 

She was opposed, of course. The disciples complained about what she did, but the Lord Jesus defended her; “For ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always”. What a poignant word, “me ye have not always”. He was about to die and this woman was lavishing her affection on Him, and then He says what this woman has done has to be mentioned wherever the gospel is preached. What does it mean? It means I think that the result of the gospel is not glory for the preacher, and it is not glory for the convert either. The result of the gospel is a heart that would give all the glory to Christ; that is the great result of the glad tidings, and this is a memorial. We are never to forget that. We congratulate the preachers quite a bit but that is not the great thing. The great thing is, Is there a result? Is there a result in my heart that I would lavish everything on Christ? that no other man can have any claim because of the place that Christ has? 

And the teaching too I understand is, as it occurs here in Matthew, that it is over against the idea of men having some kind of glory in religious things. The clerical system involves that; you have all these orders and levels of priests and so on right up to the top and they have garments on them. 

They are distinguished persons, they wear different clothes and sometimes very glorious and elaborate clothes, and these are Babylonish garments. That is what they are; they are just a token of the glory of man, aspiring to distinction in the things of God. And this woman is saying, No, I do not want any of these men. I do not want any of them, all the glory belongs to Christ. So I think the result of the gospel being this would prevent us, save us, from the sin of Achan, and from the thought we could introduce something of human glory into the things of God. 

Now there is another memorial that I have not read about and the brethren all know what it is; the most precious memorial and that is the Lord’s supper, the loaf and the cup of the Supper on Lord’s day morning. We alluded to it in the reading briefly. How wonderful to think that that has come down to us too. It has been preserved to us in its simplicity. It had to be rescued, to be recovered. Human ideas, religious ideas meant there were alterations or additions which spoiled it, and in some cases completely subverted it, but we are thankful that it has come down from the hands of Christ in its purity, the memorial, so that we should not forget Christ. We are not to forget things, that is the idea in these things being said to this day and these memorials. We forget things very easily, we slip away from them, they depart from us, and even as to the Lord Jesus. We could be like the butler who did not remember Joseph but forgot him. But the Supper is still here. Is it not remarkable that woven into the fabric of our lives as believers week by week is the thought of a memorial, the thought of being constantly recalled to the love of Christ as expressed in the emblems? As we were remarking in the reading, not only did the Lord Jesus institute it in the synoptic gospels, but Paul received it too. That was a remarkable matter, that the Lord did not just leave it as what He had instituted when He was here, but He also gave it to Paul from heaven. In Paul’s account there is emphasis on the idea of a memorial. Luke had mentioned that, “this do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22: 19), and he attached that to the loaf but not to the cup. What Paul received from Christ was a memorial attached both to the bread and to the cup. It is to strengthen this matter in our souls that the love of Christ is never forgotten, and week by week there is what is cumulative, dear brethren. 

How wonderful that is too. As Christ comes in there are fresh experiences. Our experiences in the week are meant to be cumulative and our experiences at the Supper too, so that things develop in our souls, and everything is moving on to the great end that God has in mind. We read of it in the reading, that the saints should be “conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be the firstborn among many brethren”, Romans 8: 29. I trust these matters which have been brought forward will be useful to us, and help and encourage us as well as warning us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Glasgow
21 April 2007 

 


Scripture references

John 4:34-38 (JND) [34] Jesus says to them, My food is that I should do the will of him that has sent me, and that I should finish his work. [35] Do not ye say, that there are yet four months and the harvest comes? Behold, I say to you, Lift up your eyes and behold the fields, for they are already white to harvest. [36] He that reaps receives wages and gathers fruit unto life eternal, that both he that sows and he that reaps may rejoice together. [37] For in this is [verified] the true saying, It is one who sows and another who reaps. [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

Genesis 22:4-14 (JND) [4] On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. [5] And Abraham said to his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together. [9] And they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built the altar there, and piled the wood; and he bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. [10] And Abraham stretched out his hand, and took the knife to slaughter his son. [11] And the Angel of Jehovah called to him from the heavens, and said, Abraham, Abraham! And he said, Here am I. [12] And he said, Stretch not out thy hand against the lad, neither do anything to him; for now I know that thou fearest God, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only [son], from me. [13] And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold, behind was a ram caught in the thicket by its horns; and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt-offering instead of his son. [14] And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh; as it is said at the present day, On the mount of Jehovah will be provided.

Joshua 6:26 (JND) [26] And Joshua swore at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before Jehovah who shall rise up and build this city Jericho! In his first-born shall he lay its foundation, and in his youngest son shall he set up its gates.

Joshua 7:1-26 (JND) [1] But the children of Israel committed unfaithfulness in that which had been brought under the curse: Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Israel. [2] And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, Go up and spy out the country. And the men went up and spied out Ai. [3] And they returned to Joshua, and said to him, Let not all the people go up; let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people to toil thither, for they are few. [4] And there went up thither of the people about three thousand men, but they fled before the men of Ai. [5] And the men of Ai smote of them about thirty-six men; and they pursued them from before the gate to Shebarim, and smote them on the descent. Then the hearts of the people melted, and became as water. [6] And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon his face before the ark of Jehovah until the evening, he and the elders of Israel, and threw dust upon their heads. [7] And Joshua said, Alas, Lord Jehovah, wherefore hast thou at all brought this people over the Jordan, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh that we had been content and had remained beyond the Jordan! [8] Ah Lord! what shall I say after Israel have turned their backs before their enemies? [9] When the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear [of it], they will surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. And what wilt thou do unto thy great name? [10] And Jehovah said to Joshua, Rise up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face? [11] Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them, and they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it among their stuff. [12] And the children of Israel shall not be able to stand before their enemies: they shall turn their backs before their enemies, for they have made themselves accursed. I will no more be with you, except ye destroy the accursed thing from your midst. …

Matthew 26:6-13 (JND) [6] But Jesus being in Bethany, in Simon the leper's house, [7] a woman, having an alabaster flask of very precious ointment, came to him and poured it out upon his head as he lay at table. [8] But the disciples seeing it became indignant, saying, To what end [was] this waste? [9] for this might have been sold for much and been given to the poor. [10] But Jesus knowing [it] said to them, Why do ye trouble the woman? for she has wrought a good work toward me. [11] For ye have the poor always with you, but me ye have not always. [12] For in pouring out this ointment on my body, she has done it for my burying. [13] Verily I say to you, Wheresoever these glad tidings may be preached in the whole world, that also which this [woman] has done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

John 5:17 (JND) [17] But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto and I work.

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Joshua 7 (JND) [1] But the children of Israel committed unfaithfulness in that which had been brought under the curse: Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Israel. [2] And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, Go up and spy out the country. And the men went up and spied out Ai. [3] And they returned to Joshua, and said to him, Let not all the people go up; let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people to toil thither, for they are few. …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Galatians 3:7 (JND) [7] Know then that they that are on the principle of faith, these are Abraham's sons;

John 8:39 (JND) [39] They answered and said to him, Abraham is our father. Jesus says to them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham;

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Genesis 22:2 (JND) [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Joshua 7 (JND) [1] But the children of Israel committed unfaithfulness in that which had been brought under the curse: Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Israel. [2] And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, Go up and spy out the country. And the men went up and spied out Ai. [3] And they returned to Joshua, and said to him, Let not all the people go up; let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people to toil thither, for they are few. …

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

Romans 8:29 (JND) [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren.



THE FULNESS OF GOD’S SALVATION

D. Marshall 

2 Kings 5: 1; Matthew 1: 21; Acts 16: 27–31; Luke 10: 33–35; John 14: 15, 16; Luke 10: 41, 42 

I would seek help to say something as to the fulness of the salvation that is available in the glad tidings. I have read six passages and I just want to touch on them to convey some impression that this is a full salvation, a rich salvation that is available in the glad tidings, and is available tonight to all who put their trust in the Lord Jesus. Where we have to begin is that the gospel puts us all on the same platform; we start off as being sinners and we have to come to acknowledge that. That is why I read of Naaman. It tells us of his qualities and achievements and they were substantial. 

Then there are these three words which say—“but a leper”. Each one of us here could perhaps write down what we have achieved in our life, be it great or small, significant or insignificant, and some would be no doubt greater than others, but you would have to have these three words, ‘but a sinner’ at the end of it. You would have to have that same thing said about you, because no matter how successful you may have been, or how good you may have been, no matter what you have done, from God’s standpoint, until you come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as your own personal Saviour, you are, but a sinner’. That is what this man had to come to, “but a leper”. It was a great concern to him, as it would be in that day, because literally leprosy was a dreadful illness for which there was no known cure. Now without having a living link with the Lord Jesus as Saviour, sinnership is every bit as serious; more so, because without having a living link with that blessed One there is no way that the matter of your sins and your sinnership can be resolved. 

We start in the glad tidings with wonderful news because we have that in Matthew, a Saviour has been provided. It says, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”. That is wonderful news; on one hand, God is abhorrent of sin, but the means for the great matter of your sins and your sinnership being resolved has been provided from the divine side. God has provided a Saviour, and even at the outset this is the gospel that refers in some detail to the birth of the Lord. It could have been said all the kind of things that the Lord Jesus was going to achieve; the miracles that took place; the blind being able to see; the sick healed; great things done; a life of subjection; a life of perfection; a life without sin, but this very matter is mentioned right at the very beginning. It says, “thou shall call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”. That is why the Lord Jesus came into manhood, so that a perfect sacrifice could be offered, so that there could be a sin bearer who would righteously resolve this whole matter, and that God could be a Saviour God righteously in blessing towards you and me, and towards all men because of the shed blood of the Lord Jesus. A perfect sacrifice was made and a righteous basis was afforded for God to come forth in blessing, but this can be said in anticipation of all of that, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins”. It is fundamental that we have to come to know the Lord Jesus as our Saviour; that is where it all starts. There are all the various blessings that we may come into, but we cannot enjoy any of these things until this vital matter of knowing the Lord Jesus as Saviour, has been addressed. It is fundamental that it is known in the soul and that is where the gospel really begins. 

So even if you are like Naaman, and we are all like Naaman morally, these three words can be put after our name, ‘but a sinner’ or “but a leper”. We can know that God has taken care of that great matter, because from His side He has provided the perfect solution to the problem that, to us otherwise, is totally insoluble. He has provided a Saviour. Even the youngest one that is able to understand these things can put their trust in the Lord Jesus. It is something that there are children present here and we thank God for that. There are children at almost all our gatherings and it is something for a child to get a touch in the glad tidings early in life, something that may grow and develop later. It is vital not only to hear the glad tidings and understand it but it is vital that we come to know in a real and living way the One who is the theme of the glad tidings, the Lord Jesus. 

When we come to Acts of the Apostles that was the problem. This Philippian jailor had no doubt heard of the Lord Jesus, he would no doubt know why Paul and Silas were in prison, because it was all connected with the proclamation of the glad tidings and of their testimony in relation to the Lord Jesus. But he had to come to it himself; he had to come to it when he was going to take his own life. He was reassured by Paul and Silas that none of the prisoners had escaped; they were all present, and he was to do himself no harm. He asked that timely question, “what must I do that I may be saved?”, because, you see, knowledge is not enough. There is not some sort of choice, there is only one Saviour, it tells us that in scripture, the only name given whereby men must be saved (Acts 4: 12). Do you accept that you must come to know this One as your Saviour? This man here came to it in his heart and in his soul, he says, “what must I do that I may be saved?” 

Every one of us has to ask that question in our hearts. Thankfully, it is not complicated. What he was told was very succinct, I suppose the shortest gospel that was ever preached, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. This man was saved and his household was secured and they went on to be baptised. This was a substantial conversion that led to the man finding his way, you might say, into the local assembly. That is the thought that is conveyed in this chapter, but he had to first resolve this question. 

You and 1 are no different from the Philippian jailor, no different from Naaman. No matter what we know, or no matter what we have done, this question must be resolved, “what must I do that I may be saved?” The answer was, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. Tonight it is still the same answer to that question. You have to come to know the Lord Jesus as your own Saviour; you have to put your faith in the Lord Jesus. That is what the gospel seeks to give you to put you in touch with the Lord Jesus by faith, so that you know Him as your Saviour. This man afterwards would be able to say, Yes, I am saved. He would be able to tell of the night, a spectacular night in his life, when this earthquake took place, yet the prisoners did not escape. He would be able to say, ‘That was the day salvation came into my life’. The most substantial event that day was that into this man’s life came salvation, because he had put his trust in the Lord Jesus and in His finished work. You can do that tonight from your seat where you are. If you are asking the same question in your own heart, the answer is as straightforward as that which was given to the jailor, “Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house”. 

I want to go on from there because God desires more than that you simply come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour. That is why I read the passage in Luke 10 that we refer to often as the ‘Good Samaritan’. Now the man was not left on the Jericho road. He was not left there; he was taken to the inn because he needed care. The Lord Jesus wants to protect that which is His, because when you have given your heart to Him, you belong to Him. He wants to put you in an area where it is safe, where you can be protected, where you can be looked after; where you can be made well, where you can develop, because He has all of that in mind. That is the precious thing, it says, “having put him on his own beast, took him to the inn and took care of him”. There is no desire in the gospel that you are simply left to say, Well, I have come to know the Lord Jesus as my Saviour and my eternal salvation has been secured. The ten lepers, that is what happened to them, and only one returned (Luke 17: 18, 19) to give glory to God. God is seeking all to return to give glory to Him. He is seeking them to be in an environment where they can take up a new life, because that is what happened to this man. 

There was no intention for him to wander on the Jericho road any more, he was taken into an area where the Lord Jesus was known. 

In simple terms he was taken into an area where there were those who had an appreciation of Christ and His things. We do not need to be fanciful about this scripture; he was taken somewhere where these things were valued and appreciated, and that was not on the Jericho road. The wherewithal was there, the resource was there, everything that was needed for this man. It was not simply a case of getting him a bit better and mending his wounds; this was going much further than that. It was like seeking for this man to become a functioning member of the local assembly. 

That is what the desire was here to make him fully well, not just to have some sort of first aid administered. First aid is essential sometimes, absolutely life-saving, but this goes much further than that. It was to make him well, to care for him, to develop him; not in the things of this life, or the things of this earth, or the things of this world, but in God’s things. 

So the Samaritan said he was coming back. It is true that Jesus is coming back to take those that are His to be with Himself for ever. Meantime there is this area that the believer should remain in, where he can be looked after, and grow and develop, until such time that the Lord Jesus comes back to take him to be with Himself for ever. Wonderful prospect! The thought here is that this man is taken from one sphere to another sphere, and in that other area there is a genuine care for his enlightenment and spiritual development. When we come to know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, especially if we are young, there is so much we do not know. We need to be guided into the truth. There are so many things that we have to come to know and learn and experience and work through. Romans is a wonderful book teaching the believer the moral exercises that are involved in working things out in his life down here. A wonderful provision in the gospel, and in the fulness of the salvation that we have, is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I read the scripture in John because I must confess when I was younger it used to be a great mystery to me and I could never quite understand it. This scripture shows that the Lord Jesus asked the Father to give the Spirit, it is not something complicated. It is a provision for the believer seeking to do what is right, and accepting first of all that you will never do that in your own strength; you need divine help and support. The Father knows that; so the provision is rich, substantial, that He gives you the Spirit to help you because you will be tried. 

Sometimes you may fail, you need support and this is the One who will support you. The believer seeking to do what is right is best supported by the Holy Spirit. He will help and strengthen you, and that is where you find help in times of need and in times of difficulty; but He is there to help you in times of normality as well. That provision has been made, and if a believer does not know if he has the Spirit, he can ask the Father to give him the Spirit. That gift is there, available, and the Father is desirous that you ask Him and receive the Holy Spirit, so that you can be here for the pleasure of God. We often think of good works as beneficial things, and we speak of many people who get engaged in all sorts of activities that you would say. Well, they were good; but a believer seeking to do what is right under the direction of the Holy Spirit, these are the good works that God is looking for because they are pleasurable to Him. What I have spoken of indicates that there is a richness, a fulness and a substantiality to the salvation that is available in the glad tidings. It is available to you and me, and to every one that comes under the sound of the glad tidings, and puts their trust in the finished work of the Lord Jesus. 

I read lastly about Mary because she made a choice, and sometimes I think that can be the hardest thing for us to do, to make a choice to go in for the things that are precious and pleasing to the Lord, and that is what Mary did. This was a converted person, this was somebody who loved the Lord. Martha loved the Lord as well, and I am not going to say anything in criticism of Martha whatsoever, but Mary made her mind up, she made a commitment that she was going to place herself at the feet of the Lord, and He said, “Mary has chosen the good part”. Now that is when, you might say, the Spirit has worked in your heart and you are seeking not only to say, Well, I know the Lord Jesus as Saviour, I come to the meetings, I am friendly with the brethren, I do not do this and I do not do that. That may be all very well but there is a lot more than that; this is when you have made that choice, when you are saying substantially, I am going to set my heart for the Lord and His things. 

That is what she did. Now, you know, to be at the feet of the Lord she really placed herself in nearness to Jesus. In Christianity the things that are best, that is where they are enjoyed, in nearness to the Lord. If we look at our own lives, when things come in and we fail, almost invariably we can say it was when we were distant from the Lord. To be near Him is an area of safety, an area where we are protected. It is an area where things are revealed, where even the Lord’s feelings are known. If you are as near a person as at their feet then you would get to know them well, you would form a deep link through your association. It is a practical illustration that is given because we are practical people, and it is not something you say, ‘I do not understand’. 

If you live your life in nearness to the Lord, you too will have chosen the good part and it will not be taken away; you too will have something very substantial. All the things that we have round about us, they are passing. No matter how much or how little we may have, or may be involved in, these things are passing. Such things will be taken away from us, but this part that Mary had, these treasures that she had, are lasting treasures! It is not just the case that there will be all these wonderful treasures that are future, although that is true, but it is God’s desire that you enjoy these treasures now. You can do that practically by being near to the Lord and that is what we see exemplified in Mary. Here you had a perfectly natural situation in a house where things have to be done, activities have to take place and tasks have to be completed. Martha was engaged with that and perhaps in this chapter you can understand that, but what you have is not the criticism, but this lovely word from the Lord, that Mary had made the right choice. 

The Spirit is seeking to guide you to make the right choice; you would not do it naturally; we would have no natural bent or natural desire for the things of the Lord. The Spirit would guide you and would help you and support you in making that choice. It says of Daniel that he “purposed in his heart” (Daniel 1: 8), and that is what the Lord is looking for. 

It is for you to make that purpose of heart. Mary made that purpose of heart, she made up her mind to sit at the feet of the Lord, and there is a place there for us all. Not exclusively a place for Mary, the Lord would welcome each one of us at His feet in that sense in nearness to Him. So may we be encouraged. These are glad tidings which involve a full salvation because that is what God has in mind. God wants to bless you, and He wants to secure you for Himself so that you are different, so that you have changed; so your desires change and you are found choosing to be in nearness to the One in whom God finds His delight. That is what God is seeking from each one of us. May we be encouraged and may we go in for it, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Bo’ness
July 2006 

 


Scripture references

2 Kings 5:1 (JND) [1] And Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man before his master, and honourable, for by him Jehovah had given deliverance to Syria; and he was a mighty man of valour, [but] a leper.

Matthew 1:21 (JND) [21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus, for *he* shall save his people from their sins.

Acts 16:27-31 (JND) [27] And the jailor being awakened out of his sleep, and seeing the doors of the prison opened, having drawn a sword was going to kill himself, thinking the prisoners had fled. [28] But Paul called out with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm, for we are all here. [29] And having asked for lights, he rushed in, and, trembling, fell down before Paul and Silas. [30] And leading them out said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? [31] And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus and thou shalt be saved, thou and thy house.

Luke 10:33-35 (JND) [33] But a certain Samaritan journeying came to him, and seeing [him], was moved with compassion, [34] and came up [to him] and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine; and having put him on his own beast, took him to [the] inn and took care of him. [35] And on the morrow [as he left], taking out two denarii he gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, Take care of him, and whatsoever thou shalt expend more, *I* will render to thee on my coming back.

John 14:15-16 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

Luke 10:41-42 (JND) [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

Luke 10 (JND) [1] Now after these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place where he himself was about to come. [2] And he said to them, The harvest indeed [is] great, but the workmen few; supplicate therefore the Lord of the harvest that he may send out workmen into his harvest. [3] Go: behold *I* send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. …

Luke 17:18-19 (JND) [18] There have not been found to return and give glory to God save this stranger. [19] And he said to him, Rise up and go thy way: thy faith has made thee well.

Daniel 1:8 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.



EXTRACTS

JT  The whole chapter suggests that the assembly should be ornamented in a spiritual sense. Paul says, If I am singing a hymn, “I will sing with the spirit”, 1 Corinthians 14: 15. I want my spirit to be in it, not merely the words, “but I will sing also with the understanding”. I am singing right words. The order of the assembly includes the dress we wear and the way we sit. Some sit as though they were just waiting for a train; that is not right. We ought to be reverential in the assembly. If we speak, we should not speak with slang words, but with right words, having a spiritual setting; words the Holy Spirit would indite. Many other things enter into this matter. God is concerned about the vessel through which the testimony goes out to men. What is there before their eyes? That is what they are to be brought into, and they must be formed accordingly. 

AHP  Do you think the prominence of the Holy Spirit in the finishing touches of His work is important? 

JT  Yes. What we are saying now is most important, God is a God of order, Corinthians is stressing order. It is God’s assembly. He has set the gifts in it; all the vessels, the servants, adorn it. He is concerned that what goes out to men should be ornamental. Luke presents the Lord at Nazareth in His service as attractive—how He spoke; how He stood to read the Scriptures, “having rolled up the book, when he had delivered it up to the attendant, he sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him”, Luke 4: 20. The Spirit records this as showing that the ministry is to be enhanced in the minister. That is the reason why order in the assembly is stressed in 1 Corinthians; it is what is down here. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 49, pp.458, 459) 

“That disciple whom Jesus loved saith … It is the Lord”. How much followed upon this is left for the reader’s reflection. The Lord did not announce Himself—He was recognised in His features by those who had already known Him. How gracious and beneficent was His reception of His needy followers! If the Lord causes us to hear His voice or see His hand in our circumstances it is to remind us of Himself—that we may be drawn to His side, so as to see Him in the sanctuary. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 76, p.564) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:15 (JND) [15] What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, but I will pray also with the understanding; I will sing with the spirit, but I will sing also with the understanding.

Luke 4:20 (JND) [20] And having rolled up the book, when he had delivered it up to the attendant, he sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him.
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