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THE HEADSHIP OF CHRIST


1 Corinthians 11:3;  Romans 5:19;

Colossians 1:12-20;  2:9,10; Ephesians 1:19-23

I have an exercise to speak about the matter of headship.  It is not something that would be understood in the world at all, it certainly is not taught in schools, but it is something that applies to the believer both individually and collectively.  The understanding of it is essential for spiritual progress, and for the maintenance of what is right and for the glory of God.  

The order of things is set out in 1 Corinthians 11, and Paul insisted on it explicitly; he says; “I wish you to know”.  One reason why it is particularly important at the present time that we should know about headship is because it is a principle that is so despised in the world around.  I am not going to spend a long time speaking about the world, but when you come into contact with it, especially when you are young, things are said which challenge what God has set on, and challenge God’s ordering.  If you begin in Genesis 1 with the creation, you see that God did things in an orderly way.  He began with light; He said “Let there be light” (v.3).  He created an atmosphere in which things could flourish, called the expanse.  On the third day, the dry land appeared – that is the resurrection day – and there was what was fruitful, what would provide food.  Then He provided rule on the fourth day, in the two great lights.  We often speak of the greater light and the lesser light, but scripture begins with two great lights (Gen 1:16), then you get the great light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night.  These lights were provided in order that God’s authority might be maintained and that these conditions of light and atmosphere, and food and rule would be available so that life could subsist.  On the fifth day, you get the variety of life brought in and on the sixth day you get the top stone of God’s creation; man.  

One of the reasons why divine order and divine ordering are so important is – can you think of circumstances in which life could subsist if there was not light and atmosphere and food and rule?  What would happen?  Things would fall into disorder.  Man after the flesh is perfectly happy to accept the benefits of light and atmosphere and food, but we are not attracted to rule.  We like to do our own wills.  But the acceptance of God’s ordering brings about life in variety, life that flourishes, and life that is according to God.  It brings about conditions in which man can be brought into view, conditions in which Christ can be known.  That is why it is so important.  If you are told that the best thing for you is to do what you like, that is not true.  The best thing you can do is to be obedient to God.  The best thing you can do is to confess the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and accept His authority over you, owning Him as Lord.  That is better for you than anything that man can provide; indeed, it is essential!

So God set about producing a certain order, and the order that I want to speak of begins here in 1 Corinthians.  It says, “I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man”.  Each of us here who fills out that place of man must acknowledge this.  We are not here to do our own wills.  We must acknowledge Christ as Head.  Then the “woman’s head is the man”; that too is essential, not in the sense of bringing about conditions of subservience, but rather of honouring God.  The two great lights are placed together, speaking of Christ and the assembly, but then there is a recognition of God’s ordering, the great light and the lesser light.  Those of us who have wives have every cause to be thankful for what God has given us.  They provide in many cases what we cannot, they provide order in the household when those of us who have other responsibilities are not there.  It is honouring to God that the husband and wife should be together in matters, and recognise God’s ordering, and do so on the basis of affection.  But if Christ is Head to the man, and the man is head to the woman, then the household is an orderly place.  It is a place where the Lord’s rights are owned and upheld, and it is a place where children can be brought up in the discipline and admonition of the Lord.  It is a place that is different from the world.

Then “the Christ’s head God”.  As Man, Christ has taken a place that involves a relationship.  The Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit are co-equal in deity but they have taken up places that are relative to one another.  If that willingness to accept these relative positions has been taken up and expressed by divine Persons, in order that they might make themselves known in a way that can be understood by us, how much more should we accept the arrangements which God has made.  They are for our blessing.  Beloved brethren, they are most certainly and unequivocally for our blessing, particularly in a world where self-will and disorder are gaining sway every day.  We can become distracted with what goes on around, or we can be occupied with what God is doing, and the blessing lies in being occupied with what God is doing.  The benefit of what God is doing is most readily gained by subjection to the order that He has established.

In Romans, we come to the first principle of headship.  I want to speak about the Lord’s headship firstly on a moral basis, then on a personal basis and then on an official basis.  I trust that these characteristics of His headship may help us to understand what God has in mind.  If the Lord is not Head to you morally as an individual, you will not be able to get the benefit of what He is personally and officially.  There is an order to this.  We speak about moral; what does that mean?  The word moral involves the distinction between what is good and what is evil.  The Lord, as we were saying in the reading, was perfectly good in every feature and characteristic.  He would not claim it for Himself; He said “Why callest thou me good?  There is none good but one, God”, Luke 18:19.  Of course, He Himself was and is God.  He remains so; He would not claim it, but He is God.  This moral feature of obedience came out pre-eminently in the Lord; this moral excellence that was His was manifested in obedience.  We spoke in the reading about the red heifer, which is mentioned in Numbers chapter 19 and it says some things about it that are important in relation to moral excellence.  A red heifer “without blemish”; that is the exterior, no blemish upon it.  Then “wherein is no defect”, that is the inwards.  And “upon which never came yoke”; the Lord never accepted the yoke of man, He always did the will of His God and Father.  When you looked on Him, He was perfect.  When you knew the expression of His heart, His inward being, He was perfect, and when it came to the will of God, He was perfect.  This is “the obedience of the one”.  

It says “by the disobedience of the one man”; that is Adam.  But then “by the obedience of the one” – who else could “the one” be but Christ, the One who is Jesus, showing perfect obedience in every setting?  You come to it that you are a sinner and you come to it that you have been disobedient.  Remorse is seeing the effect of your sins on yourself, repentance is recognising that, from God’s perspective, you have offended Him.  You have to see it from God’s perspective.  One of the first steps on the moral journey, when we begin to distinguish between what is right and what is wrong, is when we stop seeing things from our own perspective and start seeing them from God’s standpoint.  The Lord as Man always took things up from God’s standpoint.  He did not take them up from the standpoint of what would suit Himself or what would be for His convenience.  It says of Him one day that He was “wearied with the way he had come” (John 4:6); it says of Him another day that “he hungered”, Matt.21:18.  We know that one day He was tired and He was sleeping on the cushion in the stern of the boat (Mark 4:38).  His disciples did not see it from His standpoint, they saw it from their own, and they woke Him up.  They did not leave Him to sleep and they asked Him, “dost thou not care that we are perishing?”.  Of course He cared, but they were not perishing, because He was there.  How could they be perishing when He was there?  

Beloved brethren, there are many exercises upon us at the present time, some personal, some to do with health, some in households, and some related to the assembly.  But if we are left here, and the Lord takes His place in the midst on Lord’s day morning when we break bread, we do not need to say that we are perishing, for we are not.  “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you”, John 14:18.  This blessed One who worked out the will of God here in moral perfection, and who is now in glory, says “I am coming to you”.  He never asked the Father if the Father’s will was right; He never asked the Father whether He meant what He said.  The Lord Jesus accepted the Father’s will for what it was, He accepted it in perfection, even although that will involved immeasurable suffering for Him, even although He knew what the cross would involve.  Awful enough that He should be scorned and buffeted by men, by those very persons whom He had come to call, those whom He had come to save.  He says at the end of it all, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Luke 23:34.  He was prepared to bear the sins of the very men who struck Him!  That suffering on the cross itself was suffering enough, an awful drawn out death, but then, more than anything else, to have to confess publicly “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  But He knew; He said prophetically “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Ps.22:3.  He knew why He had been forsaken; He had been made sin, made sin for us.  I say for myself, we perhaps step over these scriptures too easily.  “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”, 2 Cor.5:21.  How grateful we are to come to that, that “we might become God’s righteousness in him”.  

But, beloved brethren, let us pause on this.  He was made sin for us.  Of course, it had to be so for God; God’s righteousness must be maintained and upheld.  Indeed, God’s righteousness was not only upheld, it was exemplified and glorified, but at what a cost!  I cannot measure it, none here can, but God knew the cost and the Lord knew the cost.  And more than that – as knowing it, He paid it.  All that enters into the obedience of the One.  Is He not worthy?  Is He not worthy that you should bow to Him?  Is He not worthy that you should honour Him, and accept His authority?  You and I were lost and undone in sin, facing an eternity without Christ and without God, and yet finding in Christ the answer not only to all that my heart might have sought, but the answer to all that God had sought.  Is He not worthy then that we should accept His authority, Whose was “the obedience of the one”?  The One who distinguished perfectly between good and evil, removed the first order of man that was displeasing in the sight of God, and now He says, as it were, ‘Will you not only come under the shelter of My blood, but will you accept My authority too?’.  In speaking of it, I know how far short I fall of what I am saying, but nonetheless it is right that we should accept the authority of this blessed One who was the obedient One; “the obedience of the one”.  

In doing so, we begin that moral journey.  Romans teaches us how the believer is to walk righteously on earth, and brings us to the threshold of heaven; the mystery is mentioned.  We sometimes say that Romans is basic; that may be so, but I would rather say it is foundational.  You cannot go very far without a foundation.  We need a foundation, and that foundation is in Christ, the Man of God’s choice.  He takes us from the position of doing our own will and satisfying ourselves to being pleased to do the will of Another.  We come by faith to find that not only our sins are dealt with, but sin itself; to find that we have a place in response to God and that others have a part in it too, “whereby we cry, Abba, Father”, Rom.8:15.  We find that the gift of the Spirit is sufficient for everything, to help us here and to draw us heavenward, to find our place in the body, and to accept the regulation of the kingdom and to come at the end to the mystery.  That is another door open.  Romans opens doors.  It is a question of whether we have the desire to go through them for what is on the other side.  But then as accepting that Christ is Head to us on the grounds of His moral greatness, we make the first step on the journey.

We come to Colossians and that brings us to what Christ is personally.  I do not go into the detail of it, but just a few touches.  He is personally “image of the invisible God”.  God made man upright; He said, “Let us make man in our image” (Gen.1:26), but this One is distinctly and uniquely “image of the invisible God”.  He is that perfectly and completely.  Then “firstborn of all creation”, but not Himself created, for we see that He is the One by whom all things have been created.  When the Lord is spoken of as firstborn, He is firstborn as to place.  He is Head of the creation; “all things have been created by him and for him”.  He has a personal right to all things; “he is before all”.  That is a matter of time, but it is also a matter of place; “he is before all” personally.  Everything that exists is upheld by Him.  What a Person He is; “upholding all things by the word of his power”, Heb.1:3.  And then, “he is the head of the body”.  If you accept the Lord’s authority and headship personally, you begin to come into what is collective.  If you think of the functioning of a body, how could you have a member of the body that was not subject to the head?  It would not truly be part of the body, it would be out of control.  That would not work.  Another thing about headship, if I may say in passing, is that Christ as Head does not give different members of the body conflicting instructions.  How would it be if the head of a body gave instruction to one foot to walk in one direction and the other foot to walk in the other direction?  You could not make any progress at all.  The Lord does not give His people different directions.  If I think that He has given me some different direction from my brethren, the first thing I would want to do would be to check myself rather than to question them.  

I say that in all simplicity, beloved, because there are many things that may come in and may concern us, but there is one thing of which I am perfectly certain, and that is that the Lord wishes His saints to be together.  I have absolutely no doubt about that.  And if something has come in that may have caused disruption or division, I am perfectly certain that He is able to put it right.  We spoke in the reading about the sin-offering and I draw your attention to what it says in 1 John 1, verse 7, “But if we walk in the light as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”.  Why are the fellowship and the blood put together?  Well, if something has come in that would for the time being prevent us from walking together, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”.  It does not say that we should ignore what has happened and go on as though it had not, but there is a way back.  I feel that I am speaking more to myself than to any other, but if we are all consistent with the headship of Christ, then these things, I believe, would be the more easily resolved.  

Then “he is the head of the body, the assembly; who is the beginning”, so He has the first place but He is also the beginning.  Nothing begins for God without Christ.  And nothing in our spiritual lives should begin for us without Him either, whether individually or collectively.  So not only is He “firstborn of all creation”, but He is “firstborn from among the dead”.  That is another place which He has personally.  Everything that is for God is on the other side of death and is headed up in Christ that “he might have the first place in all things”.  Again, I am obliged to ask myself if that is so for me, that “he might have the first place in all things”.  Does this Person have the first place in all things, for me, and for believers collectively?  It says, “for in him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell”.  That was when He was Man here.  There are many examples of that which could be brought forward.  He says to Philip, “He that has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9), and He also says as to the presence of the Holy Spirit, “ye know him” (v.17).  You might think that the Spirit was not here when the Lord spoke these words, but He was in the sense that He had descended in bodily form as a dove and He abode upon the Lord (John 1:32).  The Spirit was not indwelling those around the Lord at that point and yet Jesus said, as it were, ‘You have seen the Father and you know the Spirit’.  That is because “all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell” in Jesus, and “by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross”.  The “blood of his cross”; what a distinctive cross it was.  There was never a cross like it, never a Man like it!  There were some who mocked, but there were those around the cross who had to acknowledge it.  The centurion said, “Truly this man was Son of God”, Matt.27:54.  He had seen many crosses, he had seen many men die on crosses, but he had never seen a Man like this.  There was never a Man who, after He died, shed His blood that others might be set free: “the blood of his cross – by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens”.  The personal greatness of Christ covers it all, “the things on the earth or the things in the heavens”.

In verses 9 and 10 of chapter 2, it says “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”.  You might think that it was all very well when He was here.  The disciples could see Him and they could take account of these things; “He that has seen me has seen the Father”.  They could see in practice the working of the Comforter, but what about now?  It is available now; “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”.  There is not one thing withheld from us at the present time because the Lord is on high; the fulness of the Godhead dwells in Him bodily, “and ye are complete in him”.  The note says ‘filled full ... The fulness or completeness of the Godhead is in Christ as towards us; and we, as towards God, are complete in him’ (note ‘d’).  Are we complete in Him?  Do we think we need something other than what is to be found in Him?  I know that I have done it, had some thought of mine, some idea perhaps that something else would be better, but “ye are complete in him”.  There is not anything required outside of Christ.  The Spirit is here and Christ is on high.  There is an old gospel poem which says, ‘I have Christ – what want I more?’1.  I do not say ‘we’ in any exclusive sense, although our responsibility relates firstly to those with whom we are in fellowship, but we have Christ.  I do not say that as claiming it, I say it as knowing it.  We have Christ.  We begin the moral journey with this, ‘I am His and He is mine’ (Hymn 187), but do we truly believe it?  Beloved brethren, I believe we do.  I do not say this in any tone of criticism or rebuke; we may say, ‘I have Christ’, ‘we have Christ’, or “we have the mind of Christ” (1 Cor.2:16), but much better is, ‘He has us’.  We are His.  Oh, what we owe to Him!

In Ephesians, we come to what He is officially and this also matters.  Glory to God “in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages.  Amen”, Eph.3:21.  He gathers up all that He is morally and personally and officially, but we are going to share with Him in headship in a day to come.  I believe that is what is included in the thought of “head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”.  He will fill all in all administratively, but we must accept the official position which He has now.  God gave Him to be “head over all things to the assembly” and in the beginning of Genesis when man and woman were brought in, God said that they were to “have dominion”, Gen.1:28.  God has given Christ that place and Christ is operating administratively through the assembly now.  It says in chapter 3, “in order that now to the principalities and authorities in the heavenlies might be made known through the assembly the all-various wisdom of God” (v.10).  That is now.  And if that is so now, then it behoves me to accept what He does through the assembly.  It does not mean there will not be any exercises, it does not mean there will not be any problems, but accepting what He does now through the assembly honours Him and gives Him the moral basis to act further if it is His mind to do so.  Remember that the One who is acting is “above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come”.  That is the One who is acting; He has been given that place by God.  

All this comes back to our respect for God’s ordering.  The place that Christ has morally and personally and officially is all in God’s ordering.  It relates to who Christ is, of course; He is personally greater than anything conferred upon Him, but He is morally equal to every office that He holds.  The assembly then is being brought into moral conformity to Him.  He is the great light, she is the lesser, but it says in chapter 5 “in order that he might sanctify it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word, that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless” (vv.26,27).  

We spoke earlier of the red heifer.  There is the external, “no spot, or wrinkle”; and there is the internal, “holy and blameless”.  Then we come to “upon which never came yoke” (Num.19:2).  The word is that “that he might present the assembly to himself”.  When the Lord looks at the assembly, He is looking for features of Himself.  Beloved, when I look at my brethren, what I see are features of Christ.  It must be so; we must look in one another for features of that blessed Man.  You would be entitled to look at me and find what is imperfect there.  I know it is there, but really the search for imperfection is not food for our souls, and self-judgment is what I ought to do for myself, not for others.  I need to look in every saint of God for the features that God has worked out in them and will bring out in glory and in display.  When I see in Christ what is morally and personally and officially perfect, it entitles me to look for these features coming into display in those whom He has claimed for His own, and to do all that I can to foster, to build and to encourage that which is in accordance with Christ.  How do we get children to give of their best?  Not really by telling them what is wrong, although sometimes we must, but by showing them what is right.  You can usually attract a child away from things that it should not be doing by giving it something better.  God has so acted with us; He has attracted us away from that which is worthless and damaging and brought us into His wonderful light.  He has brought us into the light of Christ and the assembly, He has brought us into the light of a Man in the glory, He has brought us into the light of an eternal portion in praise to Him that will never end.  What else do we need?

Beloved brethren, I trust that these words will be for blessing and encouragement, and that Christ might increasingly be the Man for every heart here, for His name’s sake.

Address at Colchester

4 February 2017

P.A. Gray
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Colossians 1:12-20 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love: [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins; [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; [16] because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him. [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things: [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell, [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.
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1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Genesis 1:16 (JND) [16] And God made the two great lights, the great light to rule the day, and the small light to rule the night, and the stars.

Luke 18:19 (JND) [19] But Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, God.

Numbers 19 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke; [3] and ye shall give it to Eleazar the priest, and he shall bring it outside the camp, and one shall slaughter it before him. …

John 4:6 (JND) [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour.
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Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Romans 8:15 (JND) [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Hebrews 1:3 (JND) [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high,

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 14:9 (JND) [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father?

John 1:32 (JND) [32] And John bore witness, saying, I beheld the Spirit descending as a dove from heaven, and it abode upon him.

Matthew 27:54 (JND) [54] But the centurion, and they who were with him on guard over Jesus, seeing the earthquake and the things that took place, feared greatly, saying, Truly this [man] was Son of God.

1 Corinthians 2:16 (JND) [16] For who has known the mind of [the] Lord, who shall instruct him? But *we* have the mind of Christ.

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Genesis 1:28 (JND) [28] And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over every animal that moveth on the earth.

Numbers 19:2 (JND) [2] This is the statute of the law which Jehovah hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without blemish, wherein is no defect, and upon which never came yoke;



EXTRACT - THE REFINER’S REVENUE


In [1 Pet.1:7] our trials are spoken of, and it is in connection with our trials and circumstances that the Lord says, “the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold”.  … the Lord would have us to be exercised by everything, he would not have us indifferent to what He passes us through.  Gold is at the top of the list of precious metals; and because it is precious it is subjected to the fire, so that every element of alloy and dross is separated from it.  I have often been at a brother’s house who is a goldsmith, and seen the sweepings from the shop brought in, which look like dust and dirt, but the refiner wraps it all up carefully in paper, puts it into the refining pot, opens the furnace door, and in it goes, and the fire immediately consumes all the rubbish.  The refiner keeps watching, and at last he puts in the tongs and lifts out the crucible, and leaves it to cool; then with a hammer he breaks it in pieces, and then you see at the bottom a little piece of gold – pure gold which has come out of the refiner’s fire.  Pure gold is precious to man, but here the trying of our faith is called “much more” precious to God. … oh, beloved, do we realise what God has in view?  Do we take in that God is going to get a big revenue of praise for Himself through these very trials at the appearing of Jesus Christ?  Saint of God, cheer up! you may be “put to grief” down here, you may have very real sorrow in your heart, but take courage, the harvest time is coming, and God is going to reap a harvest. … Yes, He will get His revenue.

From ‘The Closing Ministry of J. Pellatt’ Vol.2 p.21,22

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 1:7 (JND) [7] that the proving of your faith, much more precious than of gold which perishes, though it be proved by fire, be found to praise and glory and honour in [the] revelation of Jesus Christ:



GOOD NEWS


Proverbs 25:25

We sang in our hymn, ‘Ne’er such news since time began!’ (Hymn 219).  There never has been such news as God’s word in the glad tidings.  There is so much information available in the world, it is so easily accessible these days, so much in the way of news, most of it bad.  Nearly all of it has no relevance to us.  Some of it might be interesting and we need to be informed about what is happening, but the news that comes from heaven has relevance to every one of us.  Everyone needs it, for we all have a need and it is news from heaven having relevance to every man, woman and child.  “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country”.  A thirsty soul needs water and you, dear friend, need the glad tidings concerning God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is all about God making Himself known in the Lord Jesus, the good news of what the Lord Jesus has done.  It is not about ourselves.  Since the fall of man, since the craft of the serpent deceived Eve, and Adam through her, divine speaking has been related to the truth as to God.  The serpent deceived the woman as to God.  The enemy has been successful in deceiving persons about what God is like, about the truth as to God.  That truth was fully made known when the Lord Jesus came here.  Wonderful news, good news.

The angel in Luke 2 said “Fear not, for behold, I announce to you glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David’s city, who is Christ the Lord” (vv.10,11).  What wonderful news coming to a nation.  Jesus came to the nation of Israel, which was mainly far away from God, but the news was that there was a Saviour born to them.  We can extend that to His being a Saviour for all.  The word Saviour means that you can do nothing for yourself.  That is the force of the word.  You can do nothing to save yourself, so we each need a Saviour, and the good news is that this One, Jesus, came in.  God manifest in flesh; God Himself came in the person of Christ to be a Saviour for sinners.  How wonderful, what blessed news, just what each of us needs; “glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all the people; for to-day a Saviour has been born to you in David’s city, who is Christ the Lord”.  How personally great He is; no mere man, but a real Man, come in as a Saviour.  

Paul could say “that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the first”, 1 Tim.1:15.  We all have to take our place as sinners.  Jesus coming in as a Saviour would be in vain in your case, dear friend, if you did not realise that you need a Saviour.  Each one needs a Saviour.  The only way we can come into right relations with God is through this blessed Saviour, “for to-day a Saviour has been born to you”, “glad tidings of great joy”.  What a wonderful thing it was at that time, and how blessed it is.  Another hymn speaks about ‘Glad news from heav’n!’ (Hymn 123).  The Lord Jesus is no longer here, He is now at God’s right hand as a Saviour for sinners.  What blessed news that is.  Do you realise you need Him?  Do you realise you need a Saviour?  We are all sinners, we have all partaken of that poison of the serpent, we are all on the same ground in that way, therefore we all need a Saviour.  We can do nothing to save ourselves.  Come to it that you are a sinner in need.  The good news is that there is a Saviour who has been provided; “God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering”, Gen.22:8.  God has provided Christ, God has delivered Him up.  

How immense these things are.  The Lord Jesus was here in His pathway, displaying God’s goodness to men, women and children.  He did not turn persons aside, he was available to all who were in need.  He did not immediately raise the moral question with that woman at Sychar’s well (John 4).  He knew all about her, although she did not realise that to start with.  He knows all about each one of us.  Jesus, the Creator, approached her in wondrous grace, asking for a drink from a sinner such as she was.  How lowly!  He sat just as He was, weary with the way He had come, but able to draw alongside that woman, make Himself available to her and win her trust.  That is the kind of God we have, as we sing, ‘God manifest in flesh, O wonder of His universe!’ (Hymn 400).  That is how Jesus was here, and He is still the same.  When the Lord was here, persons were attracted to Him because of the kind of Person He was, the grace that marked Him, the lowliness and meekness, the Spirit that marked Him.  Persons were attracted to Him, followed Him and became disciples.  There was found in Him what was never seen in any other person

Then He moved on to the cross.  In His pathway here, He was entirely pleasurable to His God and Father.  The Father expressed that pleasure; the heavens were opened on a Man here in whom God found His entire satisfaction (Matt.3:16).  Jesus was therefore qualified to go on and do His work on the cross for God and for us.  If there was to be salvation, forgiveness and blessing for sinners, the Lord Jesus had to suffer and die and shed His blood.  He certainly suffered from men, but then He suffered from God.  He was made sin (2 Cor.5:21); God’s righteous judgment of sin fell upon Him.  He cried, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”, Matt.27:46.  What words of feeling these were from the One who was the object of God’s delight and pleasure in His pathway here, but then became the object of God’s unmitigated wrath.  Think of what that meant to the Lord Jesus.  What grace it was on His part.  The Lord Jesus suffered there for my sins as though He had been the One who had committed these sins.  You might say, I cannot take that in.  Well, it is true.  I can think of my sins; how horrible they are, but the Lord Jesus suffered as though it was Himself who had committed them, and He bore the judgment due to them.  God’s righteousness demanded that Jesus, as made sin, would bear His righteous wrath and become the bearer of our sins.

But God’s righteousness also demands that the sinner who believes in that work of Jesus is set free.  It is wonderful, dear friend, that it is righteous according to God that if you believe in the finished work of Christ, lay hold of it in faith, then you are free from the penalty that was due to you because of your sins.  What God’s righteousness demanded, His love provided, and that is all from the divine side; we had nothing to do with it.  That is what gives us stability, and God gets the glory; it is all on the principle of grace.  What His righteousness demanded, God provided in Christ; “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all”, Rom.8:32.  Think of it; God’s Son there on the cross, suffering as none other has suffered, gone lower than any other.  He could say prophetically, “… why art thou far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? … And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Ps.22:1,3.  He justified God in the action which God took against Him on the cross.  That provides God a sound basis for forgiveness and salvation.  The One who has been sinned against is God.  Every sin is against God; it might be against someone else, but it is ultimately against God.  The One who has been sinned against is the One who is entirely satisfied with the work of Christ, with the work of His beloved Son.  The One who has been sinned against is satisfied, and so we can pin our faith on that work of Jesus.  If God is satisfied, why cannot I be?  I can place my faith in that finished work.  God has been glorified and satisfied through the work and sufferings of His beloved Son, His going into death and the shedding of His blood, His going into the grave.  

God offers a full and free forgiveness.  It has been said that affection comes into forgiveness.  I think that is attractive.  God is looking for persons to forgive, He wants to forgive you so that you might be in right relations with Himself.  That is God’s attitude, dear friend, but there can be no forgiveness known by you unless you repent and have faith in Jesus’ work.  It is simple.  You might think it is too simple, that you would like to do something yourself to prove yourself, but then there would be some failure in it, there would be glory to you in it.  That is not God’s way.  The whole thing has been done outside of ourselves, so that you have to place your faith in Jesus’ work to know the relief and joy of God’s forgiveness of sins.  You cannot prove to other people that you have these blessings, because it is on the principle of faith.  You cannot prove to someone that God looks on you as a justified person.  It will be seen publicly in a coming day that you are justified.  There will be no possible charge against those who come out with Christ; it will be manifest then.  But now we can have these precious secrets in our hearts.  Do you have that, dear friend?  Have you placed your faith in that glorious finished work of Christ?  It was wonderful good news at the end of the gospels, “He is not here, for he is risen”, Matt.28:6.  That was the proof of God’s full satisfaction in Jesus.  God was fully satisfied in that Person when He was here as a Man, and He is fully satisfied with the work He has done.  God has raised Him to His own right hand, and Jesus is available as a Saviour for sinners.

When Paul went to Ephesus, the disciples there had heard about the baptism of John but they had not heard the good news that the Holy Spirit had come consequent on Christ going on high (Acts 19:2).  The Holy Spirit’s coming was a wonderful movement from the divine side.  All these things are divine initiatives.  God gives His Spirit to those who believe the glad tidings and who repent, who are marked by faith.  He would delight to give His Spirit so that you might be maintained in the appreciation of the person of Christ, maintained independent of the resources of this world.  Everything on our side in the way of enjoyment, of formation, depends on the gift of the Holy Spirit.

I find it very attractive in Acts 26 where Paul describes the news coming to him from heaven.  Paul received the glad tidings direct from Christ, as he says in Galatians (Gal.1:12).  He heard the Lord speaking, and Paul replied “Who art thou, Lord?  And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest”, Acts 26:15.  This is the only scripture I know of where we get the glad tidings in the Lord’s own words from His present position.  That makes it very attractive to me, that the Lord Himself, from where He is, told Paul about what is involved in the glad tidings.  He said, “the nations, to whom I send thee, to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”, Acts 26:17,18.  That is what the Lord said to Paul.  And that good news from heaven is still coming from Christ where He is, and how full it is.  

So “to open their eyes”; men need light about God, light as to the work of Christ, light about God’s great thoughts, and that causes them to “… turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God”.  There is nothing in between in these things; it is darkness or light, the power of Satan or God.  There is no middle way.  You are either a believer in the Lord Jesus and have experienced this, or you are not.  We were speaking in the reading about the power of Satan.  Satan holds men in bondage in so many ways; he deceives them, but the gospel turns us “from the power of Satan to God”.  What a blessed thing to know God, to turn from darkness to light and to have light as to God Himself.  How wonderful is the light of Christianity.  Light is very important, the light that you have received, the light of the free and full salvation all based on the work of Christ, with man not entering into it at all.  The light that God has for you is not only that your liabilities are all dealt with, but that He looks on you as justified, reconciled for His own pleasure.  He looks on you as a son.  The light of these things is immense.  We cannot behave as sons if we do not know we are sons.  Our responsibility is to behave as sons.  Oh, the fulness of God’s thoughts in the glad tidings; “…that they may receive remission of sins”.  We have been speaking of receiving remission of sins; it is not only hearing about it, but you actually receive it.  What a burden is lifted off your conscience.  You become free in your spirit and in your relations with God as you “receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me”.  

It is not simply that you are an individual set up here with faith in the work of Christ and right in your relations with God.  There are others with whom we can enjoy divine things.  These are the Lord’s own words, this is what Paul had to communicate: “remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified”.  Deuteronomy says that “Moses commanded us a law, The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob”, Deut.33:4.  The law was looked at as part of the inheritance, “The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob”.  For us, that is not the Jewish law.  What light we have in the epistles.  How would we get on if we did not have the epistles to the Corinthians?  It is like the inheritance of Jacob which we have in our collective relations as we go on in this scene which has rejected Christ.  These epistles from Paul are part of our inheritance, all that “God has prepared for them that love him”, 1 Cor.2:9.  Think of the epistles of Paul to the Colossians and Ephesians.  Ephesians especially gives us our inheritance.  It is not simply that our liabilities are met, which is wonderful, but enjoying with others the greatest things that God in His sovereign goodness has conceived.  It is all part of the glad tidings.  We can enjoy these things individually, and enjoy them together.  Paul enjoyed them individually.  

Think of the Lord Jesus in His present position as “the Beloved”, Eph.1:6.  All His suffering and sorrow and loneliness are over for Him.  He is there in the Father’s presence with the Father’s full love and complacency resting on Him and God has “taken us into favour in the Beloved”, enjoying the same unhindered favour of a blessed God and Father.  Do you know that, dear friends?  The way to it is coming to know the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and Lord, receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, coming to know God as your Father, enjoying your inheritance among those that are sanctified.  They are not only for our enjoyment as individuals.  What a blessed thing it is to have persons to enjoy these things with.  An inheritance suggests that.  The thought of inheritance is lovely because you have not worked for it; it is given to you.  It comes from the glad tidings; you have not earned these things, you have not merited them or even sought them.  God has planned these things for us from His own side, because of the blessedness of who He is in His love.  They are for us to enjoy.

What good news this is, dear friends.  You might not have another opportunity of hearing such good news.  Accept the blessed person of Jesus into your heart.  You need Him, He is the only One who can save and we need Him as Saviour in our Christian pathway.  Peter said “Lord, save me” (Matt.14:30), and Jesus immediately saved him.  Keep that link with the Lord Jesus strong and real.  That is what the Lord wants.  It is nothing heroic, nothing spectacular, just that simple going on in quietness, carrying that Person around in your heart wherever you go and whatever you do.  Persons in the world do not understand the believer and the enemy does not understand the believer.  He thinks, ‘I will trip this person up’.  But we have the Spirit indwelling and Christ in our heart, we have these secrets which Satan does not appreciate or understand.  Therefore believers can be preserved in the living joy of our links with our blessed Saviour.  May we all experience these things.

Preaching of the gospel, Kirkcaldy

15 January 2017

G.B. Grant
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Scripture references

Proverbs 25:25 (JND) [25] [As] cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Genesis 22:8 (JND) [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Matthew 3:16 (JND) [16] And Jesus, having been baptised, went up straightway from the water, and lo, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, and coming upon him:

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Romans 8:32 (JND) [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?

Psalms 22:1-3 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

Matthew 28:6 (JND) [6] He is not here, for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

Acts 19:2 (JND) [2] he said to them, Did ye receive [the] Holy Spirit when ye had believed? And they [said] to him, We did not even hear if [the] Holy Spirit was [come].

Acts 26 (JND) [1] And Agrippa said to Paul, It is permitted thee to speak for thyself. Then Paul stretching out his hand answered in his defence: [2] I count myself happy, king Agrippa, in having to answer to-day before thee concerning all of which I am accused by the Jews, [3] especially because thou art acquainted with all the customs and questions which are among the Jews; wherefore I beseech thee to hear me patiently. …

Galatians 1:12 (JND) [12] For neither did I receive them from man, neither was I taught [them], but by revelation of Jesus Christ.

Acts 26:15 (JND) [15] And I said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, *I* am Jesus whom *thou* persecutest:

Acts 26:17-18 (JND) [17] taking thee out from among the people, and the nations, to whom *I* send thee, [18] to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive remission of sins and inheritance among them that are sanctified by faith in me.

Deuteronomy 33:4 (JND) [4] Moses commanded us a law, The inheritance of the congregation of Jacob.

1 Corinthians 2:9 (JND) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him,

Ephesians 1:6 (JND) [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Matthew 14:30 (JND) [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me.



Notes


	[←1]
	 Mrs M.J.Walker in ‘Selection of Poems’ 1953
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