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THE TRUTH MADE EFFECTIVE

J. C. Gray 

John 8: 30–32, 38–40, 43–45; 2 Timothy 2: 15; 3: 16, 17; 3 John 1–8 

I count on the Spirit’s help to say something about the truth. God has established a great standard and it is set out in Christ for us. The Lord in John 8 is seeking to have true disciples, and it seems from the whole passage that there are those who oppose, persons who do not accept the standard as set out in Christ. It is a wonderful thing to come to Christ and find the truth. It says that as the Lord spoke these things “many believed on him”, and that is a start. 

Then a test comes in as to reality. The Lord says, “If ye abide in my word, ye are truly my disciples”. Now that is a test for all of us at the present time. It is a test for every Christian, of course, and indeed for everyone, for the truth is for all. Thank God that we are among those who listen to Christ and to the Holy Spirit and follow the truth. We need to be encouraged in that. Many persons have sought to define what the truth is. I like what Mr Raven said, ‘the truth is the expression of right things as they are’. That is quite brief, but if you consider it you will find, if you look at Christ and the life of Christ, that is what it was; the expression of right things as they are. 

Now in this chapter, some are holding on solely to things they know already, about Abraham, for example. I think for us, that means we may not be ready to listen to what the Lord says presently, and that involves His word, “If ye abide in my word”. That is the ‘logos’. The 

‘logos’ is the mind of God brought into expression here in Christ. The question is whether I accept that and abide in it. Then He says something further, “ye shall know the truth”. Now that is objective, as the note says. We could never practise the truth unless we know what the truth is. And so all of us, from oldest to youngest, have 

to learn the truth. That involves the teaching and the greatness of the glad tidings in its fulness as it has come from Christ on high, through Paul especially, and through the twelve too, bringing out the fulness and richness of the truth. The richness of what comes from God is expressed in Jesus as “the truth”—a divine standard to go by. The expression of right things as they are. We are all constantly challenged as to whether what Jesus set out as a standard is what I know and what I practise. This verse deals with what I know, what I learn. 

Young people should understand that you must have an objective before you can work anything out. That is quite clear even in the ordinary things of life. When I did a job when I was young, my father had a simple statement about it—‘Plan your work, then work your plan’. So the plan comes first, “ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free”. Oh, you say, Sometimes when I read the Scriptures and ministry it is very difficult. But it is not to be difficult because we see it in Jesus, and we pray to Him about it, and pray to the Holy Spirit about it, that we might know and understand it, and that it might liberate our spiritual being, and keep out the ‘old man’ in us. 

Later in the chapter He says, “but now ye seek to kill me, a man who has spoken the truth to you”. I wonder if we all know Jesus in that way as “a man who has spoken the truth to you”. 

He has set out God’s mind and His standard, involving all the attributes of God, the righteousness of God, the holiness of God, the grace of God, and His nature, the love of God. 

All that is in the mind of God is set out in Jesus, and that is what I am to know and to follow. 

Then the question comes whether I do it. In this chapter, sadly, there were those that were against it. Let me not be one of those who are against what Jesus is saying, Whether in the homes of the saints, or in the local meetings, or in any meeting, if I am going to be free in relation to the truth I must know the truth. We come later in Timothy to the knowledge of the Scriptures, but here it is, “ye shall 

know the truth, and the truth shall set you free”. The Lord says, “I speak what I have seen with my Father”, that was the truth set out and exemplified in Him. Then He says a serious thing about those persons who were still not believing Him, “ye then do what ye have seen with your father”. He goes on to speak of Satan as their father. They did not like that; that is what I am after the order of sinful nature. What is the natural tendency in me? To save my skin and tell a lie. That is how Satan deluded man. The Lord says that he is “a liar and its father”. How solemn that is. That is in the world. Satan is the prince of the world. Let us keep away from it because it is falsehood. The Lord’s word is, “When he speaks falsehood, he speaks of what is his own”, that is it is Satan’s realm and domain. That is not to be the Christian’s domain. The Christian’s domain is to know the truth and be set free. If I am in falsehood I am in bondage. Let us be set free by what Jesus is and what He says. 

How great it is to be occupied with the Man, who has spoken the truth. They had every opportunity; and we have great opportunities. Let us seize them, beloved brethren. Let us not let them go but let us maintain the truth as it is in Jesus. He says later, “Why do ye not know my speech? Because ye cannot hear my word”. They did not understand the words, or the speaking of Jesus, because they did not accept His authority as the word, the ‘logos’, the mind of God coming into expression in this wonderful Person. What a Man He is, a Man who has spoken the truth to you. What a standard to go by, and keep; not to let it slip. That is why the Spirit has maintained a testimony until now, and may we be preserved in it. When you come to Ephesians there is another lovely expression, “according as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. How am I to find it? I do not find it in the old man. Paul says, “your having put off according to the former conversation the old man ... and your having put on the new man”, Ephesians 4: 22–24. And so the truth becomes expressed in me in a new order. 

In Timothy we find that we have to “Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth”. The Authorised Version says, “rightly dividing the word of truth”, but Mr Darby uses this very interesting expression, “cutting in a straight line the word of truth”, that is, the Scriptures are to be held as they are. They are not to be used to try and bend the truth, or to deviate from it. 

They are to be used as they are, the living “word of truth”. What power is in the Scriptures. 

Do I know them? Let us be encouraged! This has been called the workman’s working material, and while this is addressed to Timothy in relation to the work he was to do as a workman, we all have work to do; everyone can do something. We were speaking through the week about the Levites, that David reduced the age so that there would be more of them available to do more work, so that the service of God would be augmented. So this is the material, just as the joiner has his wood and the bricklayer his bricks, the believer has the Scriptures. But “cutting in a straight line the word of truth” means that I do not use them to excuse myself, or do something different, because the mind of God is expressed in them. So we are to strive diligently to present ourselves approved to God. I suspect very often that there is a striving to be approved to the brethren, but we have to be approved to God. Do not worry, young friend, if you are going on in secret in the study of the Scriptures, and you find that there is not very much approval given publicly. Just make sure that you are approved to God. 

How important the Scriptures are. It is important to read ministry too. I am not saying that we should not read ministry because the ministries of the recovery explain the Scriptures, but we go finally by what the Scriptures say. They are authoritative and infallible. Our conversation should be in relation to the Scriptures, and I feel tested that there needs to be an increasing movement by all of us, not only that we read the 

Scriptures, but that when we come across something that we are not too clear about or something that we are unsure of, then we should make enquiry in the homes. 

Ask older brethren. That is a better conversation than some of the conversations that proceed. 

It is the kind of conversation that makes for piety, and sanctification, that will help us to understand the truth and to understand what God is saying, and thus be “approved to God”. 

So the call is that the conversation might be in view of bringing Christ to bear on the situation, bringing the Scriptures in, bringing what would be profitable and according to the divine standard. 

There is this lovely touch at the end of 2 Timothy 3, “Every scripture is divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching ... that the man of God many be complete, fully fitted”. Now if you did a college course, you would feel rather foolish if you did not complete it, would you not? 

Similarly, in the Lord’s things, the Spirit of God is set that our instruction might be complete, that our understanding and knowledge of the Scriptures is complete so that the truth has a place with me in my life; not that it is incomplete, or half-hearted, or has a piece missing, but that it is complete so that the workman is not only going to be approved by God but he is going to be “complete, fully fitted to every good work”. Beloved brother or sister, do you feel fitted? Are you fitted for the service of God and fitted for what labour is to be done? That is what Paul is striving to bring about in Timothy. 

Finally there is this touch in 3 John as to our walk. John brings in a fine touch as to Gaius, 

“whom I love in truth”, and that is a challenge to each of us. It is not ‘truly love’, but “whom I love in truth”, because he goes on to say, “I rejoiced exceedingly when the brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth, even as thou walkest in truth. I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth”. That is the practical side of it. John 8 

brings in the objective side to know the truth, but then we have to walk in the truth. But this is a lovely touch, “whom I love in truth”. It means according to the truth or because of the truth. 

Because the truth is in you, and because it is in me, we love one another; and so with all the saints. John was writing to this brother, holding things no doubt in smallness, because things were probably declining. Yet here is a person, and some with him, so quite evidently the assembly principle was working, and John says, “whom I love in truth”. Can I say that about every brother and sister in my locality? Can I say it about brothers and sisters in every locality, “whom I love in truth”? 

Then this is a very challenging matter, “I rejoiced exceedingly when the brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth”. Now that is parallel to Paul, because he repeatedly tells Timothy that there was a need for holding fast, that is, holding to what is right, keeping a hold of the truth, and not saying, Well the scripture says this, but if you do that it will be all right. That is not holding fast the truth. Gaius evidently stood to what was right all the time. That is the way in which we will be blessed by God because He is looking for persons who will walk in the truth. And then you see the brethren find joy in it. What a joy it is to find young people walking in the truth. Maybe we have been accustomed to finding older persons, or middle-aged persons, going on and walking in the truth, those who have stood faithful to Christ in the testimony for many years. But what a joy it is to older ones, like John here, to find that young people are holding fast the truth and walking in accordance with it; that is that they are walking like Jesus. Walking in the truth would be that you are now putting on the new man and walking in the features of Jesus. You remember it was said about Mr Coates, ‘a man like Jesus’. That is a wonderful thing to come to. I feel tested about that. Walking in the truth involves that. Thank God for every one that continues to maintain the standard of the truth in our day, because 

so many have said, Well what does it matter? I will just go to the Baptist Church, or some other church, a violation of the principle of the Spirit’s liberty because it is where a minister operates. Yet in those churches, and in other places too, sadly, there are so many true believers who have the light of the assembly. That is a warning to all of us that the standard should be maintained and that we should hold fast to what God has entrusted to us. The expression comes in in the Lord’s word to Philadelphia, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, Revelation 3: 11. Philadelphian’s crown was Christ. 

I want to finish on the fellow-workers. He says in verse 8, “We therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth”. Now this is because Gaius had received brethren, helped them, no doubt entertained them, and then set them forward on their journey worthily of God; “ for for the name have they gone forth”. Persons who are standing for the name of Christ in the present course of the testimony deserve to be treated well. So Gaius had treated them well, and John says, “We therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth”. Would you like to be allied alongside of the truth as a worker, 

“fellow-workers with the truth”? I think that involves the activity of the Holy Spirit; how He strives, how He operates, how He moves in sensitivity that there might be this answer to the truth, that there might be in us the representation of Jesus as He walked here, that which God finds pleasure in. How attractive it becomes, and how touching it is that we can be aligned as fellow-workers with the truth. May we all be encouraged to go on, beloved brethren, and that the standard that has been set by Jesus will be seen in each one of us, the expression of right things as they are. May the Lord help us. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
12 June 1999 

 


Scripture references

John 8:30-45 (JND) [30] As he spoke these things many believed on him. [31] Jesus therefore said to the Jews who believed him, If ye abide in my word, ye are truly my disciples; [32] and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall set you free. [33] They answered him, We are Abraham's seed, and have never been under bondage to any one; how sayest thou, Ye shall become free? [34] Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say to you, Every one that practises sin is the bondman of sin. [35] Now the bondman abides not in the house for ever: the son abides for ever. [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free. [37] I know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word has no entrance in you. [38] I speak what I have seen with my Father, and ye then do what ye have seen with your father. [39] They answered and said to him, Abraham is our father. Jesus says to them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of Abraham; [40] but now ye seek to kill me, a man who has spoken the truth to you, which I have heard from God: this did not Abraham. [41] Ye do the works of your father. They said [therefore] to him, We are not born of fornication; we have one father, God. …

2 Timothy 2:15 (JND) [15] Strive diligently to present thyself approved to God, a workman that has not to be ashamed, cutting in a straight line the word of truth.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (JND) [16] Every scripture [is] divinely inspired, and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

3 John 1:1-8 (JND) [1] The elder to the beloved Gaius, whom I love in truth. [2] Beloved, I desire that in all things thou shouldest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospers. [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth. [5] Beloved, thou doest faithfully [in] whatever thou mayest have wrought towards the brethren and that strangers, [6] (who have witnessed of thy love before [the] assembly,) in setting forward whom on their journey worthily of God, thou wilt do well; [7] for for the name have they gone forth, taking nothing of those of the nations. [8] *We* therefore ought to receive such, that we may be fellow-workers with the truth.

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;

Ephesians 4:22-24 (JND) [22] [namely] your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

John 8 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives. [2] And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people came to him; and he sat down and taught them. [3] And the scribes and the Pharisees bring [to him] a woman taken in adultery, and having set her in the midst, …

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.



HOW DIFFICULT SITUATIONS ARE MET

W. Lamont 

Exodus 2: 15–22; 2 Samuel 20: 13–22; Revelation 3: 18; Proverbs 11: 14 

What is in mind is to say a little, with the Lord’s help, about difficult situations and how they are met. Of course we all know about difficult situations. Most of us, especially those of us who are older, have passed through very difficult situations; many of them having no apparent human solution. I think we have all had to come to that. If you come to that you are cast back on God. Certain situations arise in our lives and we do not know the answer to them. We have to come to it that the Judge of all the earth will do right (Genesis 18: 25), and then, “For who has known the mind of the Lord ...?”, Romans 11: 34. Certain things we leave with God. Certain things we have to resolve ourselves. Many difficult situations have arisen, very difficult ones. Some attempts have been made to solve them by human means but they only end in disaster, and very often differences of opinion come up. Some suggest this solution, some that, and it only compounds the confusion. So we are often faced with difficult situations in our localities and there seems to be no human answer. Therefore, the only answer is to cast ourselves upon God to seek the solution. There are many instances in Scripture of such things. 

In Exodus 2, Moses found himself in a very difficult situation, literally fleeing for his life. 

We were speaking in the reading about Moses being baptised. It came to a point when he had to make a choice; either Egypt and its pleasures, the pleasures of sin for a season; or the reproach of the Christ and suffer affliction with the people of God (Hebrews 11: 25, 26). 

What is your choice? Have we all here made that choice? It is inevitable that we do so or we may lose our way. As far as Moses was 

concerned in Exodus 2, the way to meet the situation he found himself in was to sit by the well. He stationed himself in a place where he could gain the help of the Holy Spirit. I think that is what is necessary for each one of us as individuals, but firstly that we make sure we have the Holy Spirit. The young people amongst us might know the forgiveness of sins. I trust everyone here knows that, knows what it is to be justified, reconciled to God through the death of His Son (Romans 5: 10). I trust every young person, and every old person too, in this room knows the indwelling power of God’s Holy Spirit. It is the power for life for the Christian. Without it we have nothing here except a merely formal position. So Moses sat by the well, he stationed himself where he could get divine help. I wonder if we do that. In our individual lives, in our household matters, and particularly in our local assembly matters, are we all persons who are prepared to station ourselves by the well? That is, are we ready to draw on the vast resources that are available in the power of the Spirit of God today, not yesterday, but today, and, as we have in Revelation, do we keep ourselves with overcomer’s ears so that we are attuned to what the Spirit says to the assemblies? That is how we sit by the well. 

Then a difficult situation arose when these daughters came to water their father’s flock. They were filling out their responsibility and opposition came in. You will find that, if you have right exercises in your heart, inevitably the enemy opposes them. He opposes here in this context by shepherds; how subtle! How subtle the matter was, that persons who ought to have cared for the flock opposed Moses and they opposed the exercise of these women to water the flock. It is a feature of Christendom. It has been pointed out as to the matter of Stephen, that he says, “ye do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, ye also”, Acts 7: 51. It has been so in the history of the recovery. Every matter of truth that came out, the enemy was right there to oppose it. Take the matter of salvation in the assembly, a very important truth. Dear young people, keep in the environment of the people of God, you are safe here, you are not safe in the world. When that ministry was given at Chicago in 1904–05 (J Taylor N.S. Vol.1, pp.108–152) those who ought to have known better opposed it and used scripture to oppose it by saying salvation was only in Jesus (Acts 4: 12). That is true as to our eternal salvation, but practical salvation is in the assembly. 

So these shepherds came and drove them away, but it says, “Moses rose and helped them”, a man standing up, typically, in the power of the Spirit of God. The result was that Moses got Zipporah as a wife. I think the brethren know well this section as typical of Christ in rejection, and even in those circumstances He has a wife. Although not a very great type of the assembly, Zipporah is a type of the assembly as given to Christ in the time of His rejection. What it means to the Lord to have persons who consider for Himself, in the day in which we live, when the world is marked by selfishness and self-consideration. That is all I have to say about Moses; he found himself in a difficult situation but the key to it was that he had the resources to meet it. Beloved brethren, when difficulties arise in our lives and in our local meetings, the resources are there to help us; may we learn to draw upon them. 

Now when we come to 2 Samuel 20 there is another very difficult situation. There had been a rebellion by Absalom, who stole the hearts of the men of Israel, typifying a person who would draw away the affections of the saints from Christ. It is interesting that in the type. 

Absalom’s rebellion was universal. Bear that in mind. And the rebellion of Sheba the son of Bichri was local because it is related to the city of Abel, that is a local assembly. Beloved brethren, let none of us be rebellious in our local assemblies. Let us learn to be subject to one another, “submitting yourselves to one another in the fear of Christ” (Ephesians 5: 21); that is safe. So when this difficult situation arises we have Joab and his men. They were not David’s men, they were Joab’s men, party men. That has been a bane in the recovery and the history of the testimony right down, persons forming themselves into a party. A beloved servant of the Lord said that he would not belong to a party even if it was right. Let us beware of party feelings. That was one of the dangers at Corinth, forming themselves into parties. Well, this is a difficult situation and Joab is going to meet it by destroying the city. It is like Acts 20, when Paul foresaw the history of the testimony and says, “from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them”, Acts 20: 30. So Joab here is prepared to destroy a whole locality because of one man. The one man was not right; he was the cause of the trouble in the place, Sheba the son of Bichri; but Joab would have destroyed the whole city. 

How is this difficult situation to be met? It is met by a wise unnamed woman, a mother in Israel, one who was concerned; she says, “thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel”. I think she grasps the main point when she says, “Why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah?” Beloved brethren, if the enemy is at anything today it is to disrupt and divide and destroy the inheritance of Jehovah. If there are difficulties or disruption in any locality it affects the service of God and robs God of His inheritance. That is Ephesian truth. God’s inheritance in the saints (Ephesians 1: 18). What an inheritance God has in His people. Here is a man who would have destroyed that. 

The situation is met by a woman in wisdom. Let us be like this woman. She quotes a proverb, saying, “They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel; and so they ended”. Things were said and rightly said, she had resorted to first principles. How was this difficult situation going to be met? How is any difficult situation going to be met? Not by precedent because every case stands on its own and must be dealt with on its own; there are guidelines for us in Scripture and in ministry, but every incident in any locality must be dealt with on its own merits. So the woman resorts to first principles. She is a mother in Israel. She is like the fathers that John addresses. He says about the fathers, “ye have known him that is from the beginning”, 1 John 2: 13. Let us lay hold of that, the knowledge of Him that is from the beginning. I think we are on solid ground there and that will help us to act in wisdom in any matters that may arise; and there are many difficult matters that have no human solution. The result is that Sheba’s head is thrown over the wall, and the woman in her wisdom saves the city. Are we persons like that, who are concerned for the city? She says, “thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah?” One mourns, and I am sure the brethren do, over the years, how many localities have been lost all over the world, and some of them through ruthless action. Think of the wisdom of this woman. In Ecclesiastes too it refers to “a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city”, Ecclesiastes 9: 15. Let us be wise, beloved brethren. Let us resort in all matters that cause difficulty to these first divine principles and maintain them; there we are on sure and certain ground. We may not always save the person, but we can act righteously in the sight of God and maintain His rights in our local meetings. 

In Revelation there is a very terrible state of things. Laodicea is one of the last four assemblies the bearing of which runs right on to the end of the dispensation. It is obvious that in it there was a very low state of affection for Christ, “thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot”. I wonder if the Lord had to assess us, in the way He did with those assemblies, what would He find? Could He weigh up what there is in this very room, and speak of the amount of real genuine affection for Himself? Lukewarmness marks the profession. Alas, it may mark us. Let us each challenge our hearts as to the depth of our affection for Christ. Now I love to refer to that woman in Luke 7, “she loved much”, the Lord says, Can 

it be said of me? Can it be said of you? It was the Lord’s own commendation. May it be so with all of us. So the answer to this condition of things is, “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see”. How often we have heard it said and probably said, ‘I do not see that what you are saying is the truth’. Often behind that lies our will, we are blind because of our will, we do not want to see sometimes. Where is the answer to that state of things? It is to resort to the One who says, “I counsel thee”. His name is “Wonderful, Counsellor ...”, Isaiah 9: 6. You can resort to Him. He has the resources to answer every question. He is still the same, still the same as when this was written. He has these resources, the gold purified by fire, the white garments, and eye-salve. The vast reservoir of divine supply is as rich and full and available today as ever it was. May we draw upon it. It is the answer, beloved brethren, the only answer. Human efforts and human means only result in disaster. How often we have seen it, how often we have proved it! 

Well I just touch on Proverbs, “Where no advice is, the people fall”. What a sad state of affairs. How many have fallen. Of course it may have been, as we have proved in our lives and may have been like it, sometimes we do not want advice. Sometimes, if we are marked by our own will and go astray, we are given good advice and do not take it. What a terrible thing that is. When our wills are active, we are not readily open for advice. Beloved brethren, if we are getting good, solid, substantial, spiritual advice, let us take it. If you do not you will fall. “Where no advice is, the people fall”. But then the proverb goes on, “but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety”. I think that has been referred to as the workings of a local assembly, a “multitude of counsellors”. So as to assembly matters they are not in the hands of a few individuals, the whole local meeting is involved. How often there have been committees, how often there have been parties, how often there have been persons who have sought to solve issues apart from the local brethren. Beloved brethren, “in the multitude of counsellors there is safety”. It is not an official thing. There is no such thing in Scripture as certain persons deciding for the saints generally. There is no such thing as a committee that decides things for the brethren. Matters are decided in the heart of the local assembly where there is a multitude of counsellors; there is safety in that, or, as the footnote says, ‘victory’. I like the note, it says ‘victory’. The church is going through in victory. It may seem small, but because of the presence of the Holy Spirit in persons and in local meetings, the testimony will go through in victory. You may fail and I may fail, but the Spirit of God will ensure that things go through in victory to the end. It might not seem publicly so, but in secret it will be so. It is a great matter to be in the secret of what the Holy Spirit is doing today. Some have said that it is an individual day. How often we have heard that. It was one of the sayings in 1972, ‘it is a day now for the individual’. 

That is an insult to the Spirit of God. He will maintain what is collective right to the end of the dispensation; if not in you and me, in some others. In His sovereignty He will ensure that, and that is not presumption. The thing for us is, Are we practically in it? Are we in it in our hearts? Are we in it spirit, soul and body? May we all be in it, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Brechin
8 May 1999 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 2:15-22 (JND) [15] And Pharaoh heard of this matter, and sought to slay Moses. But Moses fled from before Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian. And he sat by the well. [16] And the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came and drew [water], and filled the troughs, to water their father's flock. [17] And the shepherds came and drove them away; but Moses rose and helped them, and watered their flock. [18] And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, Why are ye come so soon to-day? [19] And they said, An Egyptian delivered us out of the hand of the shepherds, and also drew [water] abundantly for us, and watered the flock. [20] And he said to his daughters, And where is he? why then have ye left the man behind? Call him, that he may eat bread. [21] And Moses consented to remain with the man; and he gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. [22] And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom; for he said, I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.

2 Samuel 20:13-22 (JND) [13] When he was removed out of the highway, all the people went on after Joab, to pursue after Sheba the son of Bichri, [14] who went through all the tribes of Israel to Abel, and to Beth-Maacah, and all the Berim; and they gathered together, and went also after him. [15] And they came and besieged him in Abel-Beth-Maacah, and they cast up a bank against the city, and it was raised in the trench; and all the people that were with Joab sapped the wall, to throw it down. [16] And a wise woman cried out of the city, Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. [17] And he came near to her; and the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he said, I [am he]. And she said to him, Listen to the words of thy handmaid. And he said, I am listening. [18] And she spoke saying, They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel; and so they ended. [19] I am peaceable [and] faithful in Israel: thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah? [20] And Joab answered and said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. [21] The matter is not so; but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David: give up him only, and I will depart from the city. And the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. [22] Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they dispersed from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

Revelation 3:18 (JND) [18] I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white garments, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness may not be made manifest; and eye-salve to anoint thine eyes, that thou mayest see.

Proverbs 11:14 (JND) [14] Where no advice is, the people fall; but in the multitude of counsellors there is safety.

Genesis 18:25 (JND) [25] Far be it from thee to do so, to slay the righteous with the wicked, that the righteous should be as the wicked far be it from thee! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?

Romans 11:34 (JND) [34] For who has known [the] mind of [the] Lord, or who has been his counsellor?

Exodus 2 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. …

Hebrews 11:25-26 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Exodus 2 (JND) [1] And a man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi. [2] And the woman conceived, and bore a son. And she saw him that he was fair, and hid him three months. [3] And when she could no longer hide him, she took for him an ark of reeds, and plastered it with resin and with pitch, and put the child in it, and laid [it] in the sedge on the bank of the river. …

Romans 5:10 (JND) [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

Acts 7:51 (JND) [51] O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, *ye* do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, *ye* also.

Acts 4:12 (JND) [12] And salvation is in none other, for neither is there another name under heaven which is given among men by which we must be saved.

2 Samuel 20 (JND) [1] And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite; and he blew a trumpet, and said, We have no portion in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, Israel. [2] Then all the men of Israel went up from after David, following Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah clave to their king, from the Jordan even to Jerusalem. [3] And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women, concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in a house of confinement and maintained them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. …

Ephesians 5:21 (JND) [21] submitting yourselves to one another in [the] fear of Christ.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Acts 20:30 (JND) [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them.

Ephesians 1:18 (JND) [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints,

1 John 2:13 (JND) [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

Ecclesiastes 9:15 (JND) [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

Isaiah 9:6 (JND) [6] For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.



SO GREAT SALVATION

P. L. Johnson 

Exodus 12: 5–7, 12, 13; 14: 13, 21–23, 26–30; Joshua 3: 14–17; 24: 2–8, 13 

What I had before me in reading these scriptures is that we have in the history of Israel an illustration of an expression that is found in the epistle to the Hebrews. We read in that epistle of “so great salvation”, Hebrews 2: 3. I was thinking of the breadth of salvation; how great it is. Salvation is sometimes limited to the thought of being saved from eternal judgment and going to heaven in a coming day. Some may enlarge it a little more than that, and speak about the forgiveness of sins at the present time. The great salvation as seen in these three passages we have read has to do with God bringing His people into the place that He had in mind for them. They bring before us the death and resurrection of Christ by which God has brought to pass this great salvation. When the apostle Paul says ‘My gospel’, I do not think that he preached a different gospel but his gospel was more comprehensive as seen in Romans, Colossians and Ephesians. These epistles set out Paul’s gospel of this great salvation that is secured by the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. God would have us enlarged in all that He has wrought in the salvation that belongs to everyone who is a believer on the Lord Jesus. It may be that a young believer may not fully apprehend the greatness of the salvation that is his, but it belongs to those who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. My desire is that we might look at these scriptures so that our apprehension of salvation might be enlarged. 

In the scripture read in Exodus, the children of Israel were delivered out of Egypt by going through the Red Sea. It was this passage through the sea that delivered them out of Egypt, the house of bondage. This is a type of that aspect of our salvation that constitutes 

deliverance from the world of sin. Before they went through the Red Sea they kept the passover; that shielded them from the judgment of God, which was to come upon all the firstborn in Egypt. We read that “all have sinned” and thus are liable to the judgment of God. 

But God has made provision to escape that judgment in the blood of Christ just as in Egypt those who had the blood on the door-posts and lintel were shielded from the destroying angel. 

The passover shielded the people from judgment, so that they were assured that they would not come under the judgment of God as did the Egyptians, but it did not take them out of Egypt. They were still in Egypt, in bondage without liberty and freedom. The Red Sea was the way out of their bondage. We read in Exodus 14 that they all went through on dry ground. 

It is the way believers are delivered from being slaves in bondage to sin. 

I turn to the epistle to the Romans. In Romans we have the teaching of both the passover and the Red Sea. In chapter 3, we read, “But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe—for there is no difference; for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for the shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; for the shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus” (Romans 3: 21–26). Notice the expression, “the passing by the sins”. No doubt that is a reference to the sins of those who had faith in God before the coming of Christ. It is like the passover when those who had the blood on the lintel and door-posts were passed over by the destroying angel. You will notice that a different expression is used in relation to the present 

time as we read “that he should be just, and justify him that is of the faith of Jesus”. It is not now a matter of “passing by” sins nor is it the forgiveness of sins, but it is justification which is more than forgiveness of sins. Not only is it that my sins are forgiven, blessed as that is, but being justified means that no charge can be brought against me and I am righteous before a holy God. This is the only way that one can be with God, for God is righteous and just and those with Him must be in accord with Him. Justification in Romans 3 is in regard to our sins and our standing in righteousness before God and it is ours “through faith in his blood”. 

Typically this would link up with the passover. 

In Romans 6 we have what would correspond to the Red Sea. “We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also should walk in newness of life. 

For if we are become identified with him in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of his resurrection” (Romans 6: 4, 5). “For he that has died is justified from sin. Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him, knowing that Christ having been raised up from among the dead dies no more—death has dominion over him no more. For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God. So also ye, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus” (Romans 6: 7–11). This does not have to do with sins, but with life, as seen in the expression at the end of verse 4, 

“walk in newness of life”. When the children of Israel were in Egypt they were living a life of bondage, a very unhappy life, without liberty. When they went out through the Red Sea they were delivered from that kind of life. The salvation which God offers, which is unto all, is not only that I might be a forgiven person; not only that I might be justified before God; but that I might live in newness of life. This is the kind of life of which the world knows nothing. Sin here is the life of this world which we no longer serve. The very character 

of the life of man in this world apart from God is sin. One might reply that not everyone is immoral or violent. True, but sin is not only immorality or violence; sin is lawlessness. Sin is living my life the way I want to live without reference to the will of God. This is basically the philosophy of life in this world. It may be that some have good human motives and desires so as to be acceptable in this world, but if they are not living to God, they are serving sin. Notice what the scriptures say that we are to be dead to sin and alive to God. This means that the believer no longer responds to the life of this world. When a person is dead, he does not respond to anything. One can shout; one can punch; one can do anything; yet there is no response. Being dead to sin is part of the “great salvation” which delivers us from the life of this world. We do not respond to that kind of life. 

One might think that this is an exhortation to Christians, but I think it is a part of the gospel. 

When one responds to the gospel, by faith in Christ, he is delivered from a useless and fruitless life in this world. It is very sad that one would live his whole life as totally useless for God and in the end worthless. What is that kind of life? James says it is like a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing. Who wants a life like that! This newness of life is entirely different. It is alive to God; it has meaning; it has substance and reality; and it is eternal. This great salvation not only shelters from judgment by the blood of Christ, as in the passover, but it is salvation out of bondage as passing through the Red Sea. The Red Sea was the way out of a terrible life and this is what the gospel declares. It is sad that there are those who do not find the gospel appealing because they have not come to see that to be 

“alive” to this world, and “dead” to God is a fruitless life. Regardless of what one may have in this world as to material things, position and pleasant circumstances, it is all vanity without being “alive to God”. 

The word in the gospel is that there is a way out of a life of bondage which is through the Red Sea. The passover, which preceded the passage through the Red Sea, takes you out from under judgment, while the Red Sea takes you out of a life of bondage to sin. In Romans we have both the passover and the Red Sea. Romans does not take you off the earth, but it exempts you from judgment and takes you out of the world where man lives morally. Bodily, one is still here in the world, but he is delivered entirely from the world morally. The children of Israel went through the Red Sea, but they did not enter the land of Canaan at that time. 

They came into the wilderness. They were out of Egypt and in the wilderness. We go through the Red Sea, as did the children of Israel, so the world for us no longer has the Egypt character, but it has a wilderness character. This is what we have in Romans. We are delivered from the Egyptian world of bondage and the world becomes a wilderness. This is not a life of bondage as they had in Egypt, but they are not yet in the land. 

The crossing of the Red Sea did not bring them into the land and this is the reason I read of the crossing of Jordan in Joshua. The Red Sea is the way out of Egypt, but the Jordan is the way into the land. When you come to Jordan it is not now deliverance from the bondage of sin but it is the opening up of something to enter into. The crossing of the Jordan does not bring you into the fulness that God has for you, but it is the way into it. You cannot get into the land without going through Jordan, just as you could not get out of Egypt without going through the Red Sea. The Red Sea is the death and resurrection of Christ which delivers us from this present evil world; but Jordan is the death and resurrection of Christ which opens up to us an entirely new world, and a new life in a new sphere. 

Colossians answers to this crossing of Jordan and I turn to chapter 2 of the epistle, “buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with him 

through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences” (Colossians 2: 12, 13). Then in verse 20, “If ye have died with Christ from the elements of the world, why as if alive in the world do ye subject yourselves to ordinances?” What a remarkable statement, “as if alive in the world”. Yes, we are indeed alive in the body, but our life is not in the world. This world is not the sphere in which our life is found. Our life is hid with Christ in God. We read in chapter 3, “If therefore ye have been raised with the Christ”. I would say a word on this word, “if”. This is not an “if” 

of doubt. This is an “if” with a consequence. Sometimes the word “if” is used when something is in doubt, but it is also used when there is a contingency. For instance one might ask, ‘Am I to do this?’, and one replies, ‘Yes, if that is your job’. This is not necessarily raising a question whether it is one’s job or not, but your doing the thing is contingent upon it being your job. So “If therefore you have been raised with the Christ” is the fact and “seek the things which are above, where the Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God—have your mind on the things that are above”, is the consequence. 

Now, as I have said, the crossing of the Jordan gives entrance to another world. It is not the thought of being located in it which is Ephesians. Being in the land is what we have in the end of Joshua when God said that he gave them a land which they did not earn and as being brought into the land they have the fruit of it; this is Ephesians. In Colossians it is not the position in the heavenlies, but “things that are above” are opened up. I am impressed by the way the apostle puts it as he says, “seek the things which are above ... have your mind on the things that are above”. He does not say to seek the things that are heavenly, nor does he say to have your mind on what is heavenly, but the things that are “above”. The thought is of moral elevation, not position. In Ephesians we have the position as seated in the heavenlies in Christ. That is being in the land, whereas here you have crossed the Red Sea so that you have found a way out of Egypt and in the crossing of the Jordan you have found a way to enter into a sphere which is unknown to man and morally elevated above him—“the things which are above”. 

We are in the world as being in the body, so that we are not out of the world in that sense, but our life is not here. We have things we must do as being bodily in this world, but it is not a matter of being here in the world, but of what, one is “seeking” and what his mind is set on. 

You can be seeking the things that are above and have your mind set on things above while doing earthly duties. It is not a question here as to doing, but what is one seeking? Man without Christ, without salvation, obtains an education and training seeking to establish himself in pleasant circumstances in this world which is really a life of emptiness and folly. I would not say that one should not seek to provide for himself in his living conditions, but is that what one is seeking? Is that his life? If so he will find no real satisfaction at the present time and grave disappointment in the end for, to such, all is vanity and vexation of spirit. You might through education, training and diligence do well at your job or in your business, but the point is, what are you seeking and what is your mind set on? I am not speaking only about thoughts in the mind, but that on which one is focused. It is sad for one to have his whole focus on this world and life in it as it passes away as a vapour as James speaks of it. The good news of the gospel is that we do not have to seek things down here. We no longer have the passing things of life in this world as our objective. Things that are above, elevated things, have been opened up to us to seek and have our minds set on. They are things that are satisfying and will not pass away, greater things than anything which one might seek in this world. This is part of that great salvation offered in the gospel. One does not have to live a pointless and fruitless life seeking things of this world which are 

without real value. One might continue in such a life in unbelief, but the glad tidings not only tells of a way out of such a life, but tells of the opening up of wonderful things above, which is typified in the crossing of the Jordan. 

Now I turn to Ephesians. In the last chapter of Joshua, when Moses was recounting the goodness of God in what He had wrought, he went all the way back to Abraham, because the blessing they were enjoying, as having been brought out of Egypt, through the wilderness, and into the promised land, was the sovereign work of God. So in Ephesians we read, 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; according as he has chosen us in him before the world’s foundation ... having marked us out beforehand for adoption ... according to the good pleasure of his will” (Ephesians 1: 3–5). That we are now in the land is a part of this great salvation. In the beginning of chapter 2, we read, “and you, being dead in your offences and sins”, and in verses 5 and 6, “(we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) and has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus”. This takes us beyond Colossians. Colossians is the passage of Jordan which opens up to us a new life in a new sphere, but in Ephesians we are brought into a new place; in the heavenlies in Christ. We are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ and are seated in the heavenlies in Him. 

This is typified in what we read in Joshua 24 as it was said to the people that they had been brought into a land which they did not earn and they ate of a vintage which they did not plant. 

They had the enjoyment of the land which God gave them by His sovereign grace as it is said of us, “for by grace are ye saved through faith”. That verse is sometimes quoted as if it were limited to the thought of the believer being saved from eternal judgment but it is more than that. It is the grace of God which brings us into the land flowing with milk and honey as we are blessed with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ and have our place in the heavenlies in Christ. So we, as did the children of Israel, have a land for which we did not labour and enjoy vineyards which we did not plant. This land and its fruits are all God’s provision for the believer. This is the great salvation which belongs to every believer. It is not only that we have found a way out of judgment, and a way out of this world which is under judgment, as in Romans; and that we have found a way into a new life and sphere, as in Colossians; but we have been brought into the land of promise, the heavenlies, as in Ephesians. This great salvation has been secured through the death, burial and resurrection of Christ for every one who believes. This great salvation is offered to all as the gospel is “towards all” for the Lord Jesus has given Himself a ransom for all. How wonderful that this great salvation is available by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and is for every believer to know and enter into and enjoy at the present time. May the Lord bless the word. 

Preaching at Denton
26 January 1997 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 12:5-13 (JND) [5] Your lamb shall be without blemish, a yearling male; ye shall take [it] from the sheep, or from the goats. [6] And ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel shall kill it between the two evenings. [7] And they shall take of the blood, and put [it] on the two door-posts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. [8] And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; with bitter [herbs] shall they eat it. [9] Ye shall eat none of it raw, nor boiled at all with water, but roast with fire; its head with its legs and with its in-wards. [10] And ye shall let none of it remain until the morning; and what remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire. [11] And thus shall ye eat it: your loins shall be girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste; it is Jehovah's passover. [12] And I will go through the land of Egypt in that night, and smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am Jehovah. [13] And the blood shall be for you as a sign on the houses in which ye are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be among you for destruction, when I smite the land of Egypt.

Exodus 14:13-30 (JND) [13] And Moses said to the people, Fear not: stand still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work for you to-day; for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. [14] Jehovah will fight for you, and ye shall be still. [15] And Jehovah said to Moses, Why dost thou cry unto me? Speak unto the children of Israel, that they go forward. [16] And thou, lift thy staff, and stretch out thy hand over the sea, and divide it; and the children of Israel shall go on dry [ground] through the midst of the sea. [17] And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall pursue after them; and I will glorify myself in Pharaoh and in all his host, in his chariots and in his horsemen. [18] And the Egyptians shall know that I am Jehovah, when I have glorified myself in Pharaoh, in his chariots and in his horsemen. [19] And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before them, and stood behind them. [20] And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel; and was a cloud and darkness, and lit up the night; and the one did not come near the other all the night. [21] And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and Jehovah made the sea go [back] by a strong east wind all the night, and made the sea dry [land], and the waters were divided. [22] And the children of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry [ground]; and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. [23] And the Egyptians pursued and came after them all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots and his horsemen, into the midst of the sea. [24] And it came to pass in the morning watch, that Jehovah looked upon the camp of the Egyptians, in the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and embarrassed the camp of the Egyptians. …

Joshua 3:14-17 (JND) [14] And it came to pass when the people removed from their tents, to pass over the Jordan, that the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were before the people; [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

Joshua 24:2-13 (JND) [2] And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: Your fathers dwelt of old on the other side of the river, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. [3] And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the river, and led him throughout the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed and gave him Isaac. [4] And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau; and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, to possess it; and Jacob and his sons went down into Egypt. [5] And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to that which I did among them; and afterwards I brought you out. [6] And I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and ye came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea. [7] Then they cried to Jehovah, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes saw what I did in Egypt; and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long time. [8] And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, who dwelt beyond the Jordan, and they fought with you, and I gave them into your hand, and ye took possession of their land, and I destroyed them from before you. [9] And Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose and warred against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to curse you; [10] but I would not hearken unto Balaam, and he blessed you expressly, and I delivered you out of his hand. [11] And ye went over the Jordan, and came unto Jericho, and the men of Jericho fought against you, the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites; and I delivered them into your hand. [12] And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them out from before you, [as] the two kings of the Amorites; not with thy sword, nor with thy bow. [13] And I have given you a land for which ye did not labour, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell in them; of vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye eat.

Hebrews 2:3 (JND) [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard;

Exodus 14 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea: before Baal-Zephon, opposite to it, shall ye encamp by the sea. [3] And Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, They are entangled in the land, the wilderness has hemmed them in. …

Romans 3:21-26 (JND) [21] But now without law righteousness of God is manifested, borne witness to by the law and the prophets; [22] righteousness of God by faith of Jesus Christ towards all, and upon all those who believe: for there is no difference; [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus; [25] whom God has set forth a mercy-seat, through faith in his blood, for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness, in respect of the passing by the sins that had taken place before, through the forbearance of God; [26] for [the] shewing forth of his righteousness in the present time, so that he should be just, and justify him that is of [the] faith of Jesus.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Romans 6:4-5 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life. [5] For if we are become identified with [him] in the likeness of his death, so also we shall be of [his] resurrection;

Romans 6:7-11 (JND) [7] For he that has died is justified from sin. [8] Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him, [9] knowing that Christ having been raised up from among [the] dead dies no more: death has dominion over him no more. [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God. [11] So also *ye*, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 2:12-13 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences;

Ephesians 1:3-5 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

Joshua 24 (JND) [1] And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they presented themselves before God. [2] And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith Jehovah the God of Israel: Your fathers dwelt of old on the other side of the river, Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor, and they served other gods. [3] And I took your father Abraham from the other side of the river, and led him throughout the land of Canaan, and multiplied his seed and gave him Isaac. …



EXTRACT

It is always true that the gospel should go out in relation to the assembly. Many have disassociated it from the assembly, making it a matter of persons receiving the light of the gospel without any subsequent formation, and also without any idea of God’s house. Peter called attention to this in his first address in Acts; that is, the Spirit as in the assembly. The first great gospel address contemplated the assembly and the Spirit in it. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 75, p.434) 
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