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ALL THINGS

Acts 13:36-39;  Colossians 1:12-20;  Revelation 21:1-5

I have a great desire, dear friends, that Christ might be magnified in all of our hearts.  If you do not know the Lord as your Saviour, I would trust that there might be grace to lead your heart to Christ tonight, and for those of us who do know and love the Lord Jesus, may He have a greater place in our affections.  He is worthy of the supreme place in every heart, as He will have very soon in the entire world.

I have read these passages with varying references to “all things”.  There are many scriptures where the words “all things” appear, and it may be observed that “all things” are usually spoken of in relation to divine Persons.  Who else is sufficient for “all things”?  We are but failing creatures, while God, whom we speak of in the glad tidings, is infinitely great.  

I have read first of all from the Acts.  This was an opportunity granted to the apostle Paul to preach the glad tidings, and he said in the little section from which we have read; “he whom God raised up did not see corruption”.  Do you know who that was?  It was the Lord Jesus.  These words could only be said of the Lord Jesus, because anyone else who goes into death is subject to corruption, but He never was.  That precious body of the Lord Jesus did not see corruption.  That was not simply because He was a relatively short time lying in death, but He could not see corruption.  God raised Him, and Paul says, “he whom God raised up did not see corruption.  Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren, that through this man remission of sins is preached …”; that is Jesus – the Lord Jesus Christ.  That blessed Man who came here on God’s behalf was and is none other than the Son of God, a glorious divine Person, but He came here in order to take up a pathway of devoted service in relation to the will of God.  Where there had never before been a true answer for the pleasure of God, there came about then the fulfilment of those remarkable words, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.  How marvelous was the incoming of the Lord Jesus!  The occasion of His incoming to this world was an opportunity for rejoicing to be made, a declaration of peace being announced.  We may say, where is the evidence of peace on the earth now?  But Christ has established everything for the eternal peace of souls like us who would trust in Him, as well as the basis for the settlement of everything in finality for God’s glory.  In the reading earlier we were pondering over these thoughts concerning God’s rest and the anticipation of the complacency of God throughout the eternal day in all that will for ever be for His delight.  There will be undisturbed peace and blessing flowing out from the heart of God Himself.  

Through this blessed Man of whom we are speaking, Paul says, “remission of sins is preached to you”.  Remission of sins: what a work has been accomplished by my blessed Saviour!  No one else could accomplish what Christ has done.  He completed the work that was given Him to do, having glorified God on the earth.  How much He was and is loved by God.  The Father declared His delight in His own beloved Son when He was here and how worthy Jesus was of that declaration from heaven.  The heavens being opened, the Father’s voice was heard, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.  Dear friend, is Christ the object of your delight?  What have you to say about this Man?  Paul said, “through this man remission of sins is preached to you, and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified”.  

That is not a long sentence, but it is of marvelous import.  The law of Moses could not justify the sinner, but rather served to highlight guilt, but in contrast, “every one that believes is justified” as trusting in Him.  What a Saviour!  No wonder we were able to sing those words in the opening hymn,

‘All things are ready’       Hymn 196

Would anyone dare to suggest that there is something incomplete concerning the work of the Lord Jesus?  How offensive even to think of it.  How complete and full is the perfect accomplishment by the Saviour of everything, of “all things”, to the satisfaction of God.  God’s heart is satisfied.  We may say, He is satisfied with Jesus; are you satisfied as well?  What could I or anyone possibly add to what the Lord has done?  What could I do to efface the past in regard of my guilty history?  What could I do to provide for what is needed right at this moment?  Thank God that there is no need for me to attempt to do any of these things for Christ has done it all!

 ‘O what a Saviour is Jesus the Lord!’      Hymn 169

What satisfaction it gives to the preachers to preach concerning Jesus for “No one believing on him shall be ashamed”, Rom.10:11.  What a Saviour He is – the One who has in every way satisfied God and answered to His holy requirements.  

I read this section because I was impressed thinking of these words “all things”. We may remember many things in our lives that trouble us at times in our consciences.  But “all things” can be cleared by trusting in this blessed Saviour.  These words are very precious to me: “Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren” – Paul was addressing those of Israel for the moment as brethren – “that through this man remission of sins is preached to you, and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified”.  What a wonderful thing to be accounted righteous by God, to have the sense in your soul that you are entirely clear of every trace of guilt that may have attached to you, and I repeat the words, “all things” – to be entirely clear of it all, justified, set free!  

This blessed Man who was raised is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He has been raised for our justification.  We have justification in a risen, glorified Saviour.  The fact that Christ is risen and glorified is of great importance.  Amongst other things, it is the witness of the entire satisfaction of God with all that Christ, His own beloved Son, has accomplished.  God has set Him in the highest place of honour at His own right hand.  Let us never forget or in any way fail to appreciate the precious sufferings of the Lord Jesus.  How deep and how full they were.  He bore things in His spirit as He moved along the pathway here, and He is referred to by the prophet of old as “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” (Isa.53:3), but then there came the point when He finally moved onward to the cross itself, the scene of man's bitter hatred against my precious Saviour.  It was the occasion of the utter wickedness of man against the Lord Jesus being so unjustly expressed.  But then, in those solemn hours upon the cross from the sixth to the ninth hour, darkness fell upon the earth, as if God was screening from man's view the intensity of all that the Saviour was passing through.  He bore the wrath of God, although never ever on His own personal account, for He was without guilt.  Remember that He suffered “the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God”, 1 Pet.3:18.  The just One for the unjust died – the work was truly completed.  The Lord Jesus could say at the close of those three hours, “It is finished” (John 19:30) and delivered up His spirit.  Then His body was placed in the grave, signifying among other things the complete removal of the man who had offended God and was now put out of the sight of God.  God is now proclaiming the wonder of His love, in all the blessed radiance of the face of a risen and glorified Saviour, shining from the glory and beaming down upon man – beaming down upon you, dear friend, that you might trust Him if never having done so before.  And if you have, that glory is beaming down upon you still, in order that you might be enlarged and enriched by the favour of divine grace.

Let us all increasingly appreciate the wonderful love that entered into all that the Saviour has accomplished.  He was not forced into circumstances of extremity out of which He found no way of escape; He went in love and in devoted commitment to the will of God to carry everything through.  In anticipation of what it meant, Jesus had already spoken to His Father in the garden and said, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matt.26:39.  Think of the Lord Jesus at that point, still in the enjoyment of perfect communion with His Father, but feeling no doubt on account of His holiness the awful requirement that the cup could not pass from Him – but it had to be fully drunk by Himself.  O dear friend, may your heart be expanded in appreciation of the wonder of divine love.  We never deserved it – none of us here could say in any measure that we were deserving of the mercy of God – but God has set Christ forth as a mercy-seat in order that He might communicate the feelings of His heart to us and to all who believe, in order that salvation and blessing might be obtained.  

I want to say a little about the passage in Colossians, because it would be noted no doubt in reading it that there are many references in this section to “all things”, and they serve largely to magnify the greatness of the Lord Jesus, God’s beloved Son.  The apostle Paul was writing to believers this time.  He was not now addressing those of Israel as brethren in his appeal in the glad tidings, but he was writing a letter to believers known and loved in Colosse, and he wrote, “giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light”.  We have acquired all our fitness through the work and love of divine Persons towards us.  We have no fitness of our own, but we have been made fit; “who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love: in whom we have redemption”.  How blessed – redeemed at such a cost by the precious blood of Jesus.  I know that some may refrain from speaking about the blood, thinking perhaps it sounds a little bit offensive, but that precious blood is valued in the sight of God!  Why should anything counted precious and so valued by God, and the very means of our redemption, be in any way set aside in the announcement of the glad tidings?  It is something that we delight to speak about, the wonderful depth of divine love being conveyed in the shed blood of the precious Saviour.  We are cleansed by that precious blood of Jesus! 

Well, “by him were created all things” and “all things have been created by him and for him”.  These are wonderful references.  I had not in mind to dwell too long on all the detail of them because it is a vast subject in itself.  It might be of interest to some here to take up a little study of the many interesting references to “all things” concerning the Lord Jesus.  It is a very full and comprehensive study, concerning all things that God has been able to bring about because of Him.  He is also the Sustainer of everything, “he is before all, and all things subsist together by him”.  But I wanted to come down to this particular point, “who is the beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that he might have the first place in all things”.  How worthy the Lord Jesus is to have the first place in all things.  

God’s intention is that Christ should have the first place in all things.  That necessarily includes the desire that He should have the first place in our hearts.  May He have that place of which He is so worthy!  We so often tend to be diverted by other things, but may Christ have that full place of which He is so worthy.  It may be reflected upon in a section in Revelation 5, where His worthiness is proclaimed by a vast company, a very vast throng, “saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that has been slain, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.  And every creature which is in the heaven and upon the earth and under the earth, and those that are upon the sea, and all things in them, heard I saying, To him that sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb, blessing, and honour, and glory, and might, to the ages of ages” (vv.12,13).  Christ will fill everything, all things – all things in heaven, all things in the earth, all things under the earth, all things upon the sea.  Every heart can be filled by Christ now.  How worthy He is to have that place and to be honoured by Him who sits upon the throne, God Himself.  God and the Lamb will be there.

Well, the Lord Jesus will have that place eternally. There will never be rest and true peace secured until Christ has His rightful place.  Men may toil and labour and do as they please or invent what they may like, but they will never ever establish universal peace or bring in anything in answering glory to God.  What Christ has done has established the basis for it all, the reconciliation of all things.  That basis has been laid; reconciliation is available for you.  It is available for persons now as trusting in the Saviour, so that we might be reconciled to God and might experience what it is for all the distance to be removed and blessed nearness to God enjoyed, and to be brought into all the present and eternal lasting favour of His love.  What reconciliation of all things has been accomplished by the Saviour too and the results will soon be brought about in actuality to the eternal glory of God – the Godhead satisfied by all that Christ has done.

That is why I read from Revelation.  We read of the wonderful account of the introduction of the sphere of new creation, as we may call it, and the conclusion at the end is, “And he said to me, It is done”, Rev.21:6.  What a wonderful sphere of eternal happiness lies ahead of us: “And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new”.  It will mean eternal happiness for all who are Christ’s, but I have read this partly to show that God will accomplish and bring to finality what suits Himself.  The foundation has been laid through the work of the Lord Jesus, and the basis for your blessing and mine secured by that precious work of the Saviour.  May you accept it for yourself.  The answer to God in final glory and delight for His own heart will thereby be brought about.  Everything unsuited to God will be removed; there will be no disturbing elements in the scene of new creation that we have read about here.  The whole sphere will be sustained and subsist eternally for God’s glory and satisfaction.  It will be far greater than the original creation because it will be animated by love.  It will not only be a manifestation of the power and divinity and greatness of God, but it will be a perfect answer to all that has been wrought by the love of God – a returning answer secured from responsive hearts amongst whom God will dwell; God tabernacling with men.  I love to think of that – God finding a residence wherein He will be able to dwell in complacency and find all that ministers to, and will remain for, His own delight eternally.  

God operates in view of His own glory; He is entitled to do that.  God is entitled to do that because of who He is.  He is jealous of His own glory and feels the conditions and the things that exist in the world at the present time.  He has witnessed and seen so clearly all that was meted out to His own beloved Son here.  God will see that judgment is brought in to bring all that line of evil to a closure.  There will be judgment finally upon those who despise the appeal of His grace in the glad tidings.  They will be held accountable, and so will you, dear friend, if you do not turn in heart and trust in the Lord.  Call upon Him while He is near!  “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21), but final judgment will come in upon unbelievers.  The great white throne will be the occasion of that, for God has appointed His Man to judge; that One who is our Lord Jesus Christ, whom He has raised from amongst the dead, is also appointed to reign.  God has made Him “both Lord and Christ” (v.36).  He will finally execute righteous judgment on God’s behalf in order that there might be complete clearance in view of the introduction of the scene of eternal, abiding glory for the pleasure of God.

O that our hearts may be energised by the consideration of these things so that we may be motivated to give that answer in responsive praise that the Lord Jesus is so worthy of, and that God is yearning for.  I often feel how lacking in response my heart is, and marvel at the patience of God that He should be so forbearing and gracious, but that is characteristic of God.  How gracious He is, a gracious God who would enrich us by His grace so that we might by the power of the Holy Spirit be granted that capacity to answer responsively to the glory of God.  

That reminds me that there is another reference to the “all things” in connection with the wonderful gift of the Holy Spirit.  In John 14, the Lord says, “the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and will bring to your remembrance all the things which I have said to you” (v.26).  What a wonderful service is rendered by the Holy Spirit, given to those who obey the glad tidings.  God would give you the gift of the Holy Spirit so that He might “teach you all things”.  What a precious service is rendered by the Holy Spirit to guide us, teach us, comfort us, sustain us and give us capacity to take in the things of God and the precious communications from heaven so that we might become vessels of praise in the divine service.  The Father is bringing many sons to glory; there will be a wonderful answer secured from those patterned after Christ, secured according to divine purpose, and formed according to the work of God in order to answer in praise to His glory.  

Well, I close with that, but it is clear that “all things” – and I feel how comprehensive that expression necessarily is – will be brought into finality in view of the eternal glory of God.  All things will be new and all things delightful to Him and all things patterned after Christ in whom all will necessarily find their centre in glory and love.

May He have that worthy place in your heart that He truly deserves.

Preaching of the gospel, Maidstone

5 June 2022

 

 

John Laurie

 


Scripture references

Acts 13:36-39 (JND) [36] For David indeed, having in his own generation ministered to the will of God, fell asleep, and was added to his fathers and saw corruption. [37] But he whom God raised up did not see corruption. [38] Be it known unto you, therefore, brethren, that through this man remission of sins is preached to you, [39] and from all things from which ye could not be justified in the law of Moses, in him every one that believes is justified.

Colossians 1:12-20 (JND) [12] giving thanks to the Father, who has made us fit for sharing the portion of the saints in light, [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love: [14] in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins; [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; [16] because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him. [17] And *he* is before all, and all things subsist together by him. [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things: [19] for in him all the fulness [of the Godhead] was pleased to dwell, [20] and by him to reconcile all things to itself, having made peace by the blood of his cross by him, whether the things on the earth or the things in the heavens.

Revelation 21:1-5 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Romans 10:11 (JND) [11] For the scripture says, No one believing on him shall be ashamed.

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Revelation 21:6 (JND) [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely.

Acts 2:21 (JND) [21] And it shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of [the] Lord shall be saved.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



THE COMING OF JESUS

Hebrews 10:37; 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17;  Revelation 1:7, 22:12

I had a simple impression as to the two words that appear in the passage we read in Revelation 1; “he comes”.  When we say, “he comes”, I am sure that everyone in this room knows to whom that refers.  The One of whom it says “he comes” is the Lord Jesus Christ.  I wonder if everyone in this room is assured of what His coming means for them.  We are coming close to the time of year when the world will purport to celebrate the fact that He once came, but I do not think you will find anywhere in the world much occupation with the fact that He is coming again, because men at large do not want to consider what it means that He is coming again.  What I would like to draw your attention to is the fact that He is coming soon, it is imminent and at the point at which He comes, the point at which He returns, things will be fixed for eternity.  There is an opportunity now in the gospel to put your faith in Jesus and repent, but that opportunity will conclude when He comes, and He could come at any moment.  

I was thinking that men, when they are conscious that they are near to death – perhaps when they are aware that they have an illness or are in old age – talk about getting their affairs in order.  The question would be raised in the gospel tonight – are your affairs in order in relation to the coming of Jesus?  He could come at any moment and your eternal destiny will be fixed in the moment that He comes.  Perhaps it is already settled.  May it be that every soul in this room knows that their eternal destiny is settled.  But if not, know that it will be fixed soon, “For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay”.  

The question might be raised as to why He is coming again.  No doubt there could be many reasons drawn from Scripture for why the Lord Jesus is coming again but my impression for this occasion is that He is coming for three reasons.  I do not suggest that they are exclusive, but three reasons for which He is coming are first, to claim His own when He comes for those who believe on Him at what we call the rapture; then subsequently at His public appearing, to take up His rights, and at that time also, to bring His reward.

When the Lord Jesus first came here, one of the reasons He Himself gave as to why He came to this earth was to “seek and to save that which is lost”, Luke 19:10.  You think of the movements of the Lord Jesus – the One who created the world, the One who is, who was and ever will be God – entering into the world that His hands had made.  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God”, John 1:1.  That glorious One entered into His own creation in the form of a Man and He did so to “seek and to save that which is lost”, but that salvation only benefits those who know that they are lost, who repent and who place their faith in Him.  

Why are they lost?  Persons are lost because they are at a distance from God.  Sin has brought in distance, man in his sin has brought in distance from God, and man is lost as away from God, destined for eternal judgment: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die”, Ezek.18:20.  But the desire of the Lord Jesus is to “seek and to save that which is lost”.  Is there any one here who does not feel their need of that salvation?  The Saviour is available to you.  If you realise that you are lost as a sinner, if you acknowledge the distance that has come in, if you accept the judgment and the penalty that is due to you as away from God, then God has provided the remedy in the One who came to “seek and to save that which is lost”.  You can lay hold of that remedy by repenting of your sins and placing your faith and trust in Him.

What did it cost?  What did the first coming of Jesus involve?  There was a cost to Himself, we are often reminded, in that He came to die.  I suppose seeking and saving that which is lost would remind us of the lost sheep, and as the hymn writer puts it: 

‘But none of the ransomed ever knew

   How deep were the waters crossed;

Nor how dark was the night

   Which the Lord passed through

Ere He found the sheep that was lost’.

            E. Clephane (1830-1869) 

Is every soul here affected by what Jesus did on your account?  How dark was the night He passed through!  You think of Him in the suffering of His pathway here, when men wanted to do away with Him; they would have put Him to death but His time had not yet come until that moment when He was delivered up into their hands.  Think of what it involved for Him to “seek and to save that which is lost”.  You think of what it involved for Him in the garden of Gethsemane when it says that He was “oppressed in spirit”, Mark 14:33.  Mr Darby’s note says, ‘deeply depressed’ (footnote ‘f’).  You think of what it involved for Him when Peter, one of those whom He loved, denied Him.  

Then as to His betrayal, He could say prophetically, “For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me – then could I have borne it … But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend … We who held sweet intercourse together.  To the house of God we walked amid the throng”, Ps.55:12-14.  You think of what it meant to Jesus when the disciples could not watch with Him for one hour.  Again, He said prophetically, “I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none”, Ps.69:20.  The first part of that scripture we would scarcely attribute to the Lord were it not there; it says, “Reproach hath broken my heart”, and that was in response to His sufferings at the hands of men.  When they buffeted Him, when they spat upon Him, when they crowned Him with thorns – all of this He endured to “seek and save that which is lost”.  That is why He had come, and nothing would divert Him from the path  

But all of those sufferings pale beside what He suffered at the hands of a righteous God, when He bore in His body on the tree the sins of all those who would believe on Him.  And although not deserved by Him, He also bore the judgment of God against sin.  It was all borne in His body on the tree and without relief, borne for those who recognise their need of Him.  When He was deeply depressed in the garden of Gethsemane, I think what it involved in part was the anticipation of God’s wrath against sin being poured upon His righteous head, that the judgment sword would be drawn (Zech.13:7); there would be no mercy for Jesus.  There would be no mitigation of what He was to endure, what He was to suffer.  He bore it all and His precious blood was shed so the lost could be saved and their sins be forgiven.  Are you counted among the lost who are saved?  Are you counted among those who can say that His precious work secured my salvation, that He came for me, He stooped into manhood then He stooped into death for me?  He entered into death itself:

‘…How deep were the waters crossed;

Nor how dark was the night

 Which the Lord passed through …’.

He entered into the very article of death itself in order that we might be delivered from the bondage caused by the fear of death.  What glad tidings they are!  What glad tidings that He came on your account and on mine.  

One of the glorious things about the gospel is that believers can know that not only have their sins been borne by Jesus, but that the man that sinned has been removed from before the eye of God.  It is not just that what we have done has been cleared, but also what we are in our natural state that cannot help sinning has been removed from before a holy God in the death of Jesus.  The blood of bulls and goats could not do that: “Sacrifices and offerings … thou willedst not”, Heb.10:8.  The only thing that could take away that order of man was the dying and burial of Jesus.  So now, there is no condemnation for the believer, for God sees the believer as in Christ.  If you accept Him in faith and repentance, you need have no fear as to whether the question of your sins, or your sinful state, could ever be raised again in condemnation, however weak you may feel or however often you may fail.  Jesus bore the condemnation, and so there is no such thing as divine condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (Rom.8:1).  

The gospel is a great test to us morally, because God’s delight is in the Man who has done His will and those who are after the same order.  The Lord Jesus did not come to save what we are in the flesh and which can only sin.  That order of man, which Paul calls “the old man”, was in principle crucified with Him (Rom.6:6).  When the Lord Jesus died on the cross and was buried, He did away with that order of man altogether from before God.  No sacrifices, no offerings, no blood of bulls and goats could make that order of man acceptable to God.  After the passage we read, where it says, “Lo I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, it says “He takes away the first that he may establish the second”.  

So the test in the gospel is for me to accept what has happened to that old man.  Jesus has come, He has fulfilled in perfection the will of God, He delighted Him in His every movement, indeed in His every thought.  He is God’s Man.  God has found in Jesus all that was lacking in Adam, all that was lacking in us, and that is the only order of Man that God could delight in, the One who has come, the second Man out of heaven.  Then there are those who are made like Him.  So the test in the glad tidings is, am I going to belong to that order of man?  Do I accept that the first man that sinned against God has been done away with?  Am I going to live, with the Spirit’s help, in the power of that Man?  Am I going to exhibit the features that are seen in that Man?  Because that Man having come, God wants no other kind of man.

We read in Thessalonians that the Lord Jesus will come to claim His own.  Having come the first time to save those who were lost, He will come again at the rapture to claim those whom He has saved.  His precious blood having been shed as part of His great redeeming work on the cross, every blood-bought saint is His and He will come to claim them.  That is another great reason why He is coming and at the moment when He comes, He will claim all His own, those who are asleep and those who are living.  There will be no one left behind who is covered by the blood of Jesus, and that coming of His could be at any moment.  That is why I would like to impress on you tonight, perhaps more than anything else, that He is coming and at that moment, if your destiny has not been settled happily through faith in Jesus, you will be without Him for ever.  So I trust that you want to be counted, if you are not already, among those who are bought by the blood of Jesus and who know that when He comes to claim His own, you will be among them.

As we have already noted, Scripture also tells us that He came to do the will of the Father.  Earlier in the chapter in Hebrews where we read, it says “Sacrifice and offering thou willedst not; but thou hast prepared me a body.  Thou tookest no pleasure in burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin.  Then I said, Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will”, Heb.10:7.  In Revelation 1, it speaks of how the Lord Jesus, that One who came to do the will of God, will come again to take up His rights and to be vindicated publicly at what we speak of as the Lord’s appearing.  God will see to it that the One who came to do His will is fully vindicated.  God has full delight in Jesus; we were reminded of it in the reading as to the Father glorifying the Son.  He will make it known to the whole universe: “Behold, he comes with the clouds, and every eye shall see him”.  All those whom He will come to claim, of whom we read in Thessalonians, will be with Him at that moment.  What a glorious prospect that is.  

May it be that every soul in this room will be with the Lord Jesus when “he comes with the clouds, and every eye shall see him”.  The whole world shall know that He is the One in whom the Father has found His delight, and all shall bow before Him.  God will vindicate the One who did God’s will “even unto death, and that the death of the cross” (Phil.2:8), the One who not only exhibited in His manhood here everything that God required, but also provided the basis on which God could express His love to men and could find an answer to that love.  So again I would say, let us all be counted amongst those who will be with Him when He comes publicly.  It speaks here of those who pierced Him, those who will wail because of Him.  But for us as believers, the solemnity of this should come home in the glad tidings, the awfulness of the position of any who were told in the gospel of the Father’s thoughts about Jesus, told of what He means to God, told of the salvation that is available in Him because of what He accomplished when He came – and yet they will have passed up that opportunity to have Him as their Saviour, to have a place with Him for ever.  May there be no one here who will be in that position.  

The Lord Jesus also said at His first coming that, “I am come that they might have life, and might have it abundantly”, John 10:10.  Are we in the enjoyment of that life now?  Life is found only in Him: that is true as to the deliverance of the saved sinner from judgment to come but true life now is found only in Him.  Are you experiencing that life now?  I was reminded in the reading of the comment that has been made, that God enters into His inheritance when we enter into ours.  So the question is raised in the glad tidings: having been secured and having been delivered from eternal judgment, as I trust all here are, knowing that you are one of those who will be claimed by Him when He comes, are you in life now?  Are you responsive to Him?  You remember that parable when the man goes away and leaves money to his servants, saying, “Trade while I am coming” (Luke 19:13); not ‘while I am away’ but “while I am coming”.  So the imminent coming of the Lord Jesus should arrest our hearts as to what He will find when He comes in those whom He has secured.  What has been stored up?  What trading has been done in His absence?  What enjoyment have we experienced of the life that is found in Him?  What answer is there to the One who has suffered to save us?  That life can only be enjoyed, and that answer, the trading, can only be done in one power and that is the power of the Holy Spirit.  

When I was thinking of the Lord Jesus coming, I was reminded of the scripture where He says, “I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you”, John 14:18.  It no doubt speaks to us of the experience we can have of His presence while we wait for His return, but it says in the next chapter, “It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you”, John 16:7.  You might say, Why, having come to this world, has Jesus gone back into heaven?  Why did He not remain?  He says: “It is profitable for you that I go away”, in order that the Spirit should come, that there should be a power to live true to Him, a power to enter into life and to “have it abundantly”.  These things are known only by the power of the Holy Spirit and that power is available.  God would give; you need only ask.  So there is the power to trade while the Lord Jesus is coming.  

Surely even if we only have a small appreciation of the way Jesus has gone, all that He has been prepared to do for us, all that He has endured, the shedding of His precious blood, His going into death, His sufferings on our account – surely there should be a desire to provide something for Him in His absence, something which He can claim, something in which Jesus can have His joy, some feature of Himself.  This is a greater exercise for the one who is speaking to you than any other, but as an encouragement, in the last scripture we read, He says, “Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me”.  Is it not enough to be with Him?  Is it not enough to know that our salvation is found in Him?  It is enough for us.  The Lord Jesus takes such delight in those who belong to Him, individuals who are desirous of standing for Him in very testing circumstances, being faithful to Him in the time of His absence, that He says that He comes quickly and His reward with Him.  It is a further challenge linked to His coming, that there might be something that He can reward in those whom He will find when He comes.  

I feel tested by what I have said, but Jesus came to “seek and to save that which is lost” and if you are lost, you can be found.  You can be found tonight if you put your faith and trust in Him.  He came to do the will of God and because He has done the will of God, God is satisfied eternally with that precious Man and with all who belong to Him.  There can be no condemnation for those who are covered by His blood.  He came that we might “have life, and might have it abundantly”  Surely, if we love Him, we will long for His coming.  He will come to claim His own – may it be soon!  Then this word is an encouragement; “I come quickly”.  But do not forget the warning, that if He comes and your eternal destination is not settled by then, it will be fixed at that moment.  A gospel preacher asked when I was younger and I have never forgotten it; if Jesus came at this moment, would you be left sitting among the handbags and empty chairs?  Let us all believe on that precious One and value more all that He has done for us, and let us all be here faithful to Him so that when He comes to claim us, there will be that which He can reward.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Sunbury

28 November 2021

 

 

Glen M Barlow

 

 


Scripture references

Hebrews 10:37 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

Revelation 1:7 (JND) [7] Behold, he comes with the clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they which have pierced him, and all the tribes of the land shall wail because of him. Yea. Amen.

Revelation 22:12 (JND) [12] Behold, I come quickly, and my reward with me, to render to every one as his work shall be.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Luke 19:10 (JND) [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost.

John 1:1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

Ezekiel 18:20 (JND) [20] The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of the son; the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him.

Mark 14:33 (JND) [33] And he takes with him Peter and James and John, and he began to be amazed and oppressed in spirit.

Psalms 55:12-14 (JND) [12] For it is not an enemy that hath reproached me then could I have borne it; neither is it he that hateth me that hath magnified [himself] against me then would I have hidden myself from him; [13] But it was thou, a man mine equal, mine intimate, my familiar friend. [14] We who held sweet intercourse together. To the house of God we walked amid the throng.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

Zechariah 13:7 (JND) [7] Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, even against the man [that is] my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered, and I will turn my hand upon the little ones.

Hebrews 10:8 (JND) [8] Above, saying Sacrifices and offerings and burnt-offerings and sacrifices for sin thou willedst not, neither tookest pleasure in (which are offered according to the law);

Romans 8:1 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6:6 (JND) [6] knowing this, that our old man has been crucified with [him], that the body of sin might be annulled, that we should no longer serve sin.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Revelation 1 (JND) [1] Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him, to shew to his bondmen what must shortly take place; and he signified [it], sending by his angel, to his bondman John, [2] who testified the word of God, and the testimony of Jesus Christ, all things that he saw. [3] Blessed [is] he that reads, and they that hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the things written in it; for the time [is] near. …

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 10:10 (JND) [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.

Luke 19:13 (JND) [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming.

John 14:18 (JND) [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

John 16:7 (JND) [7] But I say the truth to you, It is profitable for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go I will send him to you.



DIFFICULT TIMES

2 Samuel 15:1-4,19-22, 35-37

We have read about David in what were difficult times for him, and I have been thinking of the times in which we are.  It says that “in the last days, difficult times shall be there”, 2 Tim.3:1.  Difficult times have come upon the history of the testimony, but we can see the way in which help comes in from God.  We sang of the greatness of God;

‘Blessed God, we own Thy greatness

   From and to eternity’            Hymn 319.

In this scripture, David’s son was usurping his position; Absalom was projecting himself.  The time that we are in, beloved brethren, is not a time for projecting ourselves, but for humbling ourselves.  David had come to the throne at thirty years of age, and he reigned for forty years.  He was a man who was loved by all of Israel.  Absalom was a robber; he stole the hearts of the men of Israel, but David had drawn out the affection of all Israel.  Israel and Judah had all loved him – why?  What was their reason for loving David?  Because he had saved them, he had been prepared to lay down his life for them in meeting Goliath.  Nobody else could overcome Goliath, but David did.  He represents the Lord Jesus when He annulled death.  It says that “through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; and might set free all those who through fear of death … were subject to bondage”, Heb.2:15.  David was loved and cherished by the people, and what was being attacked was the great matter of sonship.  The Lord would set free men and women to be worshippers of the blessed God whom we have been singing to.

So Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, and at David’s command, did not see the king’s face (2 Sam.14:24).  Then Absalom twice sent for Joab (v.29), but Joab would not come to him.  Then he said to his servants, Joab has barley: go and set it on fire.  That was a very wrong thing to do; the food supply is represented by the barley, and Absalom was giving orders to set it on fire.  That is a very insidious tactic of the enemy, to destroy the food supply.  It is a very important supply, but Absalom told someone to set it on fire.  And so we see in the end of verse 12 that “the conspiracy gathered strength; and the people increased continually with Absalom” (v.12).

My object in reading these scriptures, which may appear negative, is that faithful men are brought to light.  Ittai was brought to light as were many others at this time.  The enemy does his best to unsettle things, for where Christ is made much of, Satan will soon attack.  But then David left Jerusalem and asked Ittai why he came too.  When numbers are small, the enemy attacks, but God uses individuals.  We often pray in the prayer meeting that God might raise up men, women and young people, because young people are mentioned in this period of David’s history, in the references to sons.  We need to be on our knees about these things, and often our faith is tried and tested, and yet God answers our prayers.  David says to Ittai, “return to thy place, and abide with the king; for thou art a foreigner, and besides, thou hast emigrated to the place where thou dwellest”.  But Ittai shines and says, “As Jehovah liveth, and as my lord the king liveth, surely in what place my lord the king shall be, whether in death or life, even there also will thy servant be”.  What a fine commitment.  Ittai was not looking for outward support, but all the support he needed was to remain in this vibrant, living sphere where “my lord the king shall be”.  In Christianity we are brought into a living realm.  Ittai’s commitment reminds us of Ruth and Naomi.  Naomi in effect said to Ruth, ‘I have nothing to offer you, just go back to your people’ (Ruth 1:11).  But Ruth would not go back; she went with Naomi.  There are things we can hold on to, and Ruth did that.  So Ittai says that he would keep close to the king.  For us, it means keeping close to Christ.  That is most important for us.  We cannot live on terms or on outlines of the truth, as valuable as they may be, but we must live in nearness to Christ, as Ittai was near to David.

In verse 32, Zadok and Abiathar and their two sons, and Hushai the Archite, came to meet David, Hushai with his coat rent and earth upon his head.  These are just five people, and we might say, ‘What can they do?’, but they were the undoing of all that Absalom was trying to do.  They represent persons whose “life is hid with the Christ in God.  When the Christ is manifested who is our life, then shall ye also be manifested with him in glory”, Col.3:3,4.  The Lord will first come privately for His own, then He will come publicly, when every eye shall see Him.  Meantime, we are to go on even in smallness.  We have here these five persons left behind, just going on faithfully, but this was the undoing of Absalom.  We need to prove divine power to meet the efforts of the enemy.  The enemy seeks to divide.  Absalom had set himself up as king, and that was going to be met by these five people.  The conspiracy gathered strength and with Absalom there were four hundred, while there were just these five men who were committed to David.  In our day, we must be committed to the Lord in rejection. 

I just felt that we are in difficult times, as David was, with his son seeking to take over the kingdom and telling persons who had a problem to come to him.  If we need help, we must get our directions from the Lord and from the Holy Spirit; from God Himself.  There is One to go to, the Lord Jesus, for an answer to the difficulties.  I say this to encourage us, for the days are difficult.  Men are lovers of self, “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”, 2 Tim.3:4.  You see persons around going on in darkness, and the darkness is increasing.  Absalom was seeking to rob persons of their place with David, but the true ground was held and Ittai too was one who held it.  Throughout Scripture, you find persons, young and old, who held to what they knew was of God, and the Lord will use those who make themselves available to Him, who love Him because He died for us and He lives for us.  We are justified freely by God’s grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus (Rom.3:24), and thus we learn to love Him more and grow up to Him.  Then we can be available for the great service of praise which we experience on the first day of the week after the Lord’s supper, a service of praise in which our hearts can rise in adoration and worship to each divine Person and to God Himself.

May the Lord bless the word.

Given at a meeting for ministry, Grimsby

16 June 2022
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Scripture references

2 Samuel 15:1-37 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared for himself chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him. [2] And Absalom rose early, and stood beside the way of the gate; and it was so, that when any man who had a controversy had to come to the king for judgment, then Absalom called him, and said, Of what city art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one of the tribes of Israel. [3] And Absalom said to him, See, thy matters are good and right; but there is no man to hear thee [appointed] by the king. [4] And Absalom said, Oh that I were made judge in the land, that every man who has any controversy and cause might come to me, and I would do him justice! [5] And it was so, that when any man came near to do him obeisance, he put forth his hand, and took him, and kissed him. [6] And in this manner did Absalom to all Israel that came to the king for judgment; and Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel. [7] And it came to pass at the end of forty years, that Absalom said to the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay in Hebron my vow which I have vowed to Jehovah. [8] For thy servant vowed a vow while I abode in Geshur in Syria, saying, If Jehovah shall bring me again indeed to Jerusalem, then I will serve Jehovah. [9] And the king said to him, Go in peace. And he rose up and went to Hebron. [10] And Absalom sent emissaries into all the tribes of Israel, saying, When ye hear the sound of the trumpet, ye shall say, Absalom reigns in Hebron. [11] And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were invited; and they went in their simplicity, and they knew nothing. [12] And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counsellor, from his city, from Giloh, while he offered the sacrifices. And the conspiracy gathered strength; and the people increased continually with Absalom. …

2 Timothy 3:1 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there;

Hebrews 2:15 (JND) [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

2 Samuel 14:24 (JND) [24] And the king said, Let him turn to his own house, and let him not see my face. And Absalom withdrew to his own house, and saw not the king's face.

Ruth 1:11 (JND) [11] And Naomi said, Return, my daughters: why will ye go with me? Are there yet sons in my womb, that they could be your husbands?

Colossians 3:3-4 (JND) [3] for ye have died, and your life is hid with the Christ in God. [4] When the Christ is manifested who [is] our life, then shall *ye* also be manifested with him in glory.

2 Timothy 3:4 (JND) [4] traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;

Romans 3:24 (JND) [24] being justified freely by his grace through the redemption which [is] in Christ Jesus;


OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Title Page


		ALL THINGS


		THE COMING OF JESUS


		DIFFICULT TIMES







OEBPS/images/img1.jpg
NOTES OF MINISTRY

No. 599 October 2022

ALL THINGS

John Laurie p1

THE COMING OF JESUS

Glen M Barlow p-11

DIFFICULT TIMES

Edward J Mair p-20

Quotations from the Holy Scriptures in this publication are
usually taken from the Darby Translation





