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THE LORD JESUS AS PROPHET  
J. Renton  
John 4: 15–19; 9: 15–17  
I desire, dear brethren, to say a short word about the Lord 
Jesus as Prophet. We have the light of the Lord Jesus as 
Prophet, Priest and King; we would hold tenaciously to that 
truth; but the two persons in these chapters experienced the 
Lord Jesus as Prophet; they spoke from experience, which is 
deeper, fuller, and more important, than having light. It would 
be good for every one of us to have experience of the Lord 
Jesus as Prophet.  
In chapter 4 we have a situation that we speak of as moral, 
having to do with good and evil.  
In the universe there is the problem of good and evil, which will 
yet be solved. Good eventually will triumph and evil will be 
confined to its own place. The problem of good and evil is 
worked out in the universe, but it has to be worked out in the 
soul history of every one of us. This is how the Prophet 
appears in this beautiful incident at Sychar’s well. Sitting by 
the well was the Lord Jesus and this woman came. He said to 
her, “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to 
thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water” (John 4: 10). He gained 
her interest but had difficulty in gaining her confidence. No 
matter what the Lord said, she had something to counteract it, 
because to the woman He was a complete stranger. But 
eventually the woman said, “Sir, give me this water”. Then, 
“Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here”.  
After setting before her so attractively the glad tidings of the 
gift of living water He raised the moral question. “Go, call thy 
husband, and come here”. “The woman answered and said, I 
have not a husband”. Jesus said to her, “Thou hast well said, I


Scripture references

John 4:15-19 (JND) [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. [16] Jesus says to her, Go, call thy husband, and come here. [17] The woman answered and said, I have not a husband. Jesus says to her, Thou hast well said, I have not a husband; [18] for thou hast had five husbands, and he whom now thou hast is not thy husband: this thou hast spoken truly. [19] The woman says to him, Sir, I see that thou art a prophet.

John 9:15-17 (JND) [15] The Pharisees therefore also again asked him how he received his sight. And he said to them, He put mud upon mine eyes, and I washed, and I see. [16] Some of the Pharisees therefore said, This man is not of God, for he does not keep the sabbath. Others said, How can a sinful man perform such signs? And there was a division among them. [17] They say therefore again to the blind [man], What dost thou say of him, that he has opened thine eyes? And he said, He is a prophet.

John 4:10 (JND) [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.
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have not a husband; for thou hast had five husbands, and he 
whom now thou hast is not thy husband—this thou hast 
spoken truly. The woman says to him, Sir, I see that thou art a 
prophet”. She had to do with the Lord Jesus as Prophet. She 
says later, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever 
done”. She did not tell Him all things she had ever done— He 
told her all things she had ever done, therefore she knew that 
she had come under divine scrutiny and all her sinful history 
was settled. He told her all things she had ever done; she 
faced the exposure of her whole moral course. That is what 
the Lord Jesus would help us to do. The Lord as Prophet 
would help us to face our whole history, not only to our 
satisfaction but to His own satisfaction.  
Things she did not have on her conscience the Lord put on her 
conscience to settle her conscience; everything she had done 
was out. What a great matter this is! She becomes 
evangelical; she is able to say to the very men she knew 
before, “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever 
done”. Her heart was filled with Christ. She had experienced 
Him as the Prophet. I wonder if we have all undergone this 
experience, because it is available for every one of us. It is a 
great matter to be settled in our conscience and have a settled 
Object for our heart as this woman had. “All things I had ever 
done”, are all cleared, “Come, see a man”. All she could speak 
about was the Man whom she had to do with individually.  
This is the Lord as Prophet when He was here, but He is not 
here now. He looks for the very features that were expressed 
by Him as Prophet when  
here to operate at the present time. In a meeting like this, as is 
described in 1 Corinthians 14, we would expect what is 
prophetic, which really means a representation of the Lord 
Himself.  
He is not here personally, but the character of what came out 
in Him here is to be found in meetings of this character. It


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14 (JND) [1] Follow after love, and be emulous of spiritual [manifestations], but rather that ye may prophesy. [2] For he that speaks with a tongue does not speak to men but to God: for no one hears; but in spirit he speaks mysteries. [3] But he that prophesies speaks to men [in] edification, and encouragement, and consolation. …
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says, “If therefore the whole assembly come together in one 
place, and all speak with tongues … will not they say ye are 
mad? But if all prophesy, and some unbeliever or simple 
person come in, he is convicted of all, he is judged of all; the 
secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon his 
face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed 
amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 23–25. It is God’s presence 
known by His word. That is what we would expect in an 
occasion like this.  
But actually this incident in John 4 was not a meeting for 
ministry; it was a personal interview between the Lord Jesus 
and this woman, more personal than an occasion like this.  
We often take advantage, and possibly rightly so, of an 
occasion like this to speak to persons whom we know need 
help. We often do so in the preaching; but how often do we get 
alongside by personal contact to help such persons? That is a 
greater challenge. We have gone through the gospel of 
Matthew recently endeavouring to get a better understanding 
of kingdom and assembly principles, one of which is “between 
thee and him alone” (Matthew l8: 15). I raise the matter with 
us, dear brethren, for we may not do enough by personal 
contact. Paul at Ephesus for three years not only taught 
publicly, but in every house. He also said, “Wherefore watch, 
remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not 
admonishing each one of you with tears” (Acts 20: 31); that is 
not in the meeting, that is personal contact, ‘ each one of you 
with tears’. I just raise the question; maybe we  
could do more by personal contact, bringing in something 
prophetic to help a person where he or she may be at the 
moment. I am sure it is an important matter. May the Lord help 
us in it.  
The Lord Jesus as Prophet has not only to do with what is 
moral, because the moral question does not come in with 
regard to the man in John 9. The Lord said regarding him,


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 14:23-25 (JND) [23] If therefore the whole assembly come together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and simple [persons] enter in, or unbelievers, will not they say ye are mad? [24] But if all prophesy, and some unbeliever or simple [person] come in, he is convicted of all, he is judged of all; [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Acts 20:31 (JND) [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …
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“Neither has this man sinned nor his parents, but that the 
works of God should be manifested in him”  
(John 9: 3), and, oh, see how, the works of God were 
manifested in him! What a remarkable man he was! and the 
context in which he said, “He is a prophet” was in answer to 
the question as to how he received his sight. The Lord as 
Prophet would give us sight; He would enable us to see things 
as He sees them. You see how faithful this man was in the 
sight he received from the Prophet. He is like the Lord Himself. 
In chapter 8 the Lord is opposed. The chapter ends with, 
“They took up therefore stones that they might cast them at 
him” (John 8: 59). The Lord was speaking as Prophet in 
chapter 8, unappreciated, not listened to. How patiently the 
Lord answered all the questions of the opposers in chapter 8. 
He was the Prophet with the word and He was refused; they 
took up stones to cast at Him.  
This man in the ninth chapter is also opposed, and he answers 
all the questions that were put to him by his opposers. His 
neighbours are mentioned, the Jews, the Pharisees, and the 
parents. He answered them all. What happened? They cast 
him out. They took up stones to cast at Jesus in chapter 8, and 
they cast this man out in chapter 9. The Lord was outside; we 
might say, outside the camp, and this man who had been blind 
was where the Lord was. The Lord is outside the camp in 
chapter 8. It says, “They took up therefore stones that they 
might cast them at him; but Jesus hid himself  
and went out of the temple, going through the midst of them, 
and thus passed on”. He was outside the religious 
organisation of men; this man finds himself in the same 
position. The Prophet would help us to find the way of 
righteousness in the public confusion of Christendom and to 
find Him outside the camp. He said Himself in chapter 17, 
“They are not of the world, as I am not of the world” (John 17: 
16). This man in chapter 9 would be one such. In chapter 10 
the Lord speaks of the flock, in which this man would find


Scripture references

John 9:3 (JND) [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him.

John 8:59 (JND) [59] They took up therefore stones that they might cast [them] at him; but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple, [going through the midst of them, and thus passed on.]

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …
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where he belonged. He would see his way by the help of the 
Lord Jesus as Prophet. Oh, how tender He is, how patient with 
every one of us that we might know, by experience, the 
solution of our whole moral histories and receive sight, thus 
being directed to be where He is and to find the flock, 
“Therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his 
reproach”, Hebrews 13: 13. This man certainly bore the same 
reproach as Jesus bore in chapter 8. The Lord Himself was an 
embarrassment to the Jews in chapter 8, and this man was an 
embarrassment in chapter 9; he could not fit into any 
organisation of this world.  
Dear brethren, let us know, let us experience, what the Lord 
can be to us as Prophet. He is able to solve the moral history 
and lead us to find where He is, going forth to Him. “Let us go 
forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”. “To him” 
is not the Lord in heaven; it refers to the Lord somewhere 
down here; we need the sight which the Prophet would give us 
to find where He is at the present time, although there is public 
confusion, and fragmented conditions. I can assure you, and 
many here would assure you, that the Lord is somewhere.  
He is to be found. We need the sight which He would give, and 
is willing to give. May the Lord help us, therefore; may He 
encourage us, for His own name’s sake.  
Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh 
17 January 1989


Scripture references

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:
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A CAPTIVATING CONTEMPLATION  
A. C. Craig  
“His majesty” (2 Peter 1: 16)—that would be Solomonic, but 
then, “More than Solomon is here” (Matthew 12: 42), and that 
is Jedidiah (‘beloved of Jehovah’), 2 Samuel 12: 25.  
Solomon means ‘peaceful’; Christ as the house-Builder and 
the universal Ruler, securing all for God, delivers up the 
kingdom, all in perfect order, both house and kingdom. But as 
to Jedidiah, “Jehovah loved him. And he sent by the hand of 
Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for 
Jehovah’s sake”, 2 Samuel 12: 25. This is more than majesty; 
now we have love, Christ the Object of the Father’s love. “The 
Father loves the Son, and has given all things to be in his 
hand”, John 3: 35. “For the Father loves the Son and shows 
him all things which he himself does”, John 5: 20. “On this 
account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I 
may take it again”, John 10: 17.  
When I think of Him laying aside His garments—garments of 
majesty—pouring water, washing and wiping my soiled feet—
there at my feet is Jedidiah, the One whom the Father loves. 
He lays aside His garments to reveal a greatness beyond the 
realm of majesty, an intrinsic greatness, a dignity the act of 
feet-washing cannot hide. My heart bows in adoration; He wins 
me, He holds me. I go with Him to have part with Him, blessed 
Object of the Father’s love.  
When my interest wanes and I wander off to nights of fruitless 
activity, there in the early morning I hear His voice of tender 
appeal, “Have ye anything to eat?”, John 21: 5. When I see the 
glowing fire, kindled by His love, the broiled fish  
and hot bread, and those hands serving it round, just as He 
did in washing the disciples’ feet, I see a grandeur beyond 
what the queen of Sheba saw, and when she spoke of the


Scripture references

2 Peter 1:16 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty.

Matthew 12:42 (JND) [42] A queen of [the] south shall rise up in the judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it; for she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and behold, more than Solomon [is] here.

2 Samuel 12:25 (JND) [25] And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah's sake.

2 Samuel 12:25 (JND) [25] And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, for Jehovah's sake.

John 3:35 (JND) [35] The Father loves the Son, and has given all things [to be] in his hand.

John 5:20 (JND) [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder.

John 10:17 (JND) [17] On this account the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it again.

John 21:5 (JND) [5] Jesus therefore says to them, Children, have ye anything to eat? They answered him, No.



8

8 
food of his table, I see what is more than Solomon—there is 
Jedidiah! My heart is won; I follow on to know the Lord, “until I 
come” (John 21: 22), having part with Him in the Father’s 
house, and in His testimony below. “More than Solomon is 
here”—more indeed!  
Airdrie 
17 October 1988


Scripture references

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.
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FOUR SHORT TEXTS  
N. T. Meek  
Galatians 6: 18; Genesis 17: 22; Revelation 16: 19 (“and the 
cities of the nations fell”); Obadiah 21 (“and the kingdom shall 
be Jehovah’s”)  
There is no obvious connection between these four scriptures, 
dear brethren, except that they are all very short, and in a 
sense final, at any rate at the time in question. In thinking of 
this meeting I thought I should find some texts of five words, 
which can be very valuable. Paul speaks of five words with the 
understanding (see 1 Corinthians 14: 19). I could not find 
many texts of exactly five words, and rather than try to force 
the scripture into my thoughts, I thought it would be right and 
better for my thoughts to be drawn from the Scriptures. These 
four scriptures are very short and terse, and yet there is a 
certain fulness in them. I suppose that is understandable 
since, being the word of God, there must be a fulness in them. 
Paul closes all his epistles with an appeal that the grace of the 
Lord Jesus might be with the saints; he couches it  
in various ways, and here he says, “be with your spirit”—“the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. 
Amen”. It is a very fine benediction, is it not? a fine way of 
closing his writing to these saints. He had spoken to them 
faithfully; he had appealed to them; his feelings in a peculiar 
way had come out in relation to them, “O senseless 
Galatians”, he had said (Galatians 3: l). You say, ‘He called 
the brethren senseless?’ Yes, and doubtless he was entitled 
to. Yet you can see in that word “O” how full his feelings were. 
He said he wished he was with them and could change his 
voice, but he finishes up with this benediction—“The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren”. It was 
enough; in that benediction there was enough to save the 
whole of Galatia. It must imply that there was an adequate


Scripture references

Galatians 6:18 (JND) [18] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ [be] with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

Genesis 17:22 (JND) [22] And he left off talking with him; and God went up from Abraham.

Revelation 16:19 (JND) [19] And the great city was [divided] into three parts; and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon was remembered before God to give her the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.

Obadiah 1:21 (JND) [21] And saviours shall come up on mount Zion, to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be Jehovah's.

1 Corinthians 14:19 (JND) [19] but in [the] assembly I desire to speak five words with my understanding, that I may instruct others also, [rather] than ten thousand words in a tongue.

Galatians 3 (JND) [1] O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you; to whom, as before your very eyes, Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified [among you]? [2] This only I wish to learn of you, Have ye received the Spirit on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith? [3] Are ye so senseless? having begun in Spirit, are ye going to be made perfect in flesh? …
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supply from Christ, and it would be sufficient to meet all the 
problems in that area.  
I sometimes have thought how wonderful it would be to be 
able to bless the saints, actually to bless them; to pronounce a 
benediction upon them; to call out a blessing! It is Paul’s 
desire here that the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ should be 
with their spirit. It is very short, but how full it is. Who can 
measure the fulness that is in the Lord Jesus? There must be 
that idea in it. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ”; who could 
measure it? Who could put a limit on it? Who could define it? 
Who could say, ‘It starts here, and it stops there’? “The grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ”, he says, let it be with your spirit, 
brethren.  
Perhaps I might address myself to young brothers who are 
preaching. May the Lord bless you in it, but carry in your mind 
and thoughts that you might be able, along with the preaching, 
to call  
out a blessing upon those who hear; learn the words of this 
benediction; learn to be a blesser.  
Maybe you have gift; maybe you can speak well and 
effectively; these things are greatly to be desired, greatly to be 
looked for, but in a certain sense you could do nothing greater 
than bless the brethren “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit, brethren”. Could you say that? Is that your 
attitude? Is that the kind of feeling that runs in your heart? You 
look round upon the saints, you see them and are aware to 
some degree of their experiences, their sorrows, their feelings, 
their anxieties, their problems, all that comes on old and 
young.  
Can you meet it in some way; can you invoke a blessing? 
Have you the ability to call out a blessing upon the Lord’s 
people? There is hardly anything greater, dear brethren, that 
any of us could essay to do than to seek the blessing of the
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Lord’s people. They are dear to Him; He loves them; He has 
even given Himself for them, and He will certainly support 
anyone who seeks to bless them. Speak faithfully to them, as 
Paul did here in this epistle; he speaks extremely faithfully, yet 
this is somewhat like the towel, is it not? We sometimes 
connect 1  
Corinthians with the water and 2 Corinthians with the towel, 
but in a certain sense this benediction is like the towel too. It 
would leave the saints with a sense of comfort, and a sense of 
feeling the worthwhileness of what they had been brought into. 
One would seek to stimulate us all. We say at the end of a 
meeting, ‘May the Lord bless the word’, but why should we not 
also say, ‘May the Lord bless us’; ‘May the Lord bless you’? 
Dear young one, I do not know, and you do not know, what is 
going to develop in you, what your potential is, and what the 
Lord has put there in His working, His secret working in your 
soul. I do not know what is there, but I think I would be  
speaking for the body of the brethren if I just simply said, ‘The 
Lord bless you’.  
In Genesis 17 God spoke to Abraham, He appeared to him, it 
says in verse 1, and spoke to him. It is very remarkable that 
practically the whole chapter is a conversation, God 
conversing with Abraham. There is something very unique 
about Abraham and the way he was a confidante of God, the 
way God spoke to him and disclosed things to him, brought 
him, so to speak, into His acquaintance and confidence. Then 
the time came when it says,  
“And he left off talking with him”. There is some suggestion 
there, dear brethren, of God’s greatness. He terminated the 
conversation, as is His right. He left off talking with Abraham; 
He had conveyed something to him. Abraham may have 
wanted God to say more; he may have wanted something to 
be enlarged; but God left off talking with him and that, for the


Scripture references

Genesis 17 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect. [2] And I will set my covenant between me and thee, and will very greatly multiply thee. [3] And Abram fell on his face; and God talked with him, saying, …
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moment, was final. God broke off the conversation. How 
Abraham would have cherished it— 
how he would have valued it; but the time came when God 
broke it off. It has been said that this is somewhat like our 
experience at the Supper, although it is here in an individual 
setting.  
But there is a time when the meeting ends, and in truth, dear 
brethren, the Lord ends it. Mr.  
Taylor said, I think, that the meeting may go on, but power 
wanes, and those who are spiritual realize that the great 
occasion is over. There is some suggestion of that here—“And 
he left off talking with him”.  
I sometimes think this might apply to a reading too. We come 
together and we normally set ourselves that we will have an 
hour for the reading of the Scriptures and conversation on it, 
but we may reach a point when it is enough, and we do not 
have to go on for sixty minutes; you can have a very fine 
reading in forty minutes, or, if you are able for it, two hours; it 
is really a question of when God  
leaves off talking. I just feel that we have to be careful that we 
are not too formal in our gatherings. If the Lord imparts a 
peculiar touch in a meeting—and sometimes we experience 
that—it may be that is enough; it may be. I am not telling the 
brethren when they should shut their books, that is a matter for 
their spiritual discernment and their awareness, but there is 
not really any point in going on after the Lord has left the 
occasion. Oh to be more spiritual so as to be aware of it!  
A meeting may go on unduly and the sweetness and the 
power and the penetrating character of what has been arrived 
at may be somewhat weakened, by prolonged going on. The 
Lord would help us in these things. Let us remember that we 
are in His presence and, speaking reverently, He is the Master
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of all that proceeds; He is to be given that place, just as when 
He went into the synagogue at Nazareth and they gave Him 
the book. You like to do that, do you not, in the reading?—give 
the Lord the book, so to speak. You are conversing, but you 
put it in the Lord’s hands; let Him say what truth is to be 
brought out. So here it says, “And he left off talking with him”. 
Well, He was going to come again; He comes again in the next 
chapter; but for the moment it is final, and Abraham would 
have been left there; God had left him for the moment. These 
things are very real, dear brethren; the divine presence is very 
real. I just suggest that we must beware lest we become too 
formal. But if the meeting is going well, why should you not 
carry on? I know we have to be practical, but why should we 
not carry on? We must not get too formal; we have got to be 
regulated, we have got to be sensible, we have got to be 
practical, but let us enjoy the meeting until the Lord, so to 
speak, leaves off talking, and that finishes it.  
Now I read in Revelation 16 just this simple statement, “the 
cities of the nations fell”; just six words, that “the cities of the 
nations fell”. You think of how long it has taken men to build up 
their cities; you think of all that there is in them that speaks of 
the glory of man; their antiquity. Some of them are very, very 
ancient cities; Damascus is a very ancient city, still extant. 
How famed they are; how powerful; what an attractive 
influence they have on mankind; the cities draw men into 
them; they become great; they are built up, their libraries, their 
public buildings; their names become known the world over. 
Who has not heard of Chicago or London? A great and 
powerful influence large cities have on mankind, and 
especially on us when we are young, with their sights, their 
history, their traditions. Persons go on a tour of a great city to 
see its sights. How large it seems! yet in six simple words God 
brings all down—“the cities of the nations fell”. May they come 
down in our hearts, beloved; may the evil influence of them be 
weakening. God speaks in this book about a city that does not 
fall down; it could not be said of Jerusalem that it fell; it is soon 
coming down. Jerusalem does not fall down; it is soon coming


Scripture references

Revelation 16 (JND) [1] And I heard a great voice out of the temple, saying to the seven angels, Go and pour out the seven bowls of the fury of God upon the earth. [2] And the first went and poured out his bowl on the earth; and there came an evil and grievous sore upon the men that had the mark of the beast, and those who worshipped its image. [3] And the second poured out his bowl on the sea; and it became blood, as of a dead man; and every living soul died in the sea. …
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down in heavenly grace spreading a benediction over the 
whole millennial scene. Think of that! What city is there that is 
an influence for spiritual good in the world today? There is not 
one. But think of the holy city coming down, shining, its light 
spreading out. Some of our hymns carry the idea. Mr. 
McCallum’s hymns are a peculiar legacy which that dear 
brother left us, for example, No. 221,  
‘Descending out of heaven  
To fill with Christ in grace,  
In blest administration,  
As bride and wife, her place!’  
Think of what a blessing it will be; what a  
benediction will flow out from the heavenly Jerusalem, 
reaching down to the earthly one and then out to the nations—
what a benediction!  
If the city of man is big in your eyes, dear young one, with all 
its works, all its developments, know that the whole lot will 
come down—“the cities of the nations fell”. God is not pleased 
to describe in detail how it will happen, any more than He is 
pleased to give us all the detail of creation. How many 
persons, and maybe we ourselves, would have liked to know 
more of the mechanism of creation, and how it was formed, 
and so on. Mr. Darby has a beautiful piece about the glory of 
Christ, “All things received being through him”, and he says; 
‘Those ages that man thinks all but interminable, in which God 
gave being to the creature, and in which He may have 
changed over and over again the various forms of the 
creature, where science is endeavouring to pursue its 
uncertain and weary way all this is closed up in a few words, 
“All things received being through him”‘ (From ‘Impressions of 
Christ’, published by Morrish).
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I just refer to the scripture in Obadiah because there are 
literally five words there—“the kingdom shall be Jehovah’s”. It 
is a book that deals with Jacob and Esau especially, a very 
short, abrupt book. If you follow the history of those two men 
there was a lot of to-ing and fro-ing. Jacob was not always 
right, but characteristically he was right, yet there was a lot of 
to-ing and fro-ing, a lot of history, and our localities have a lot 
of history too, periods when things seem to go one way, then 
another; personalities arise in localities and influence them; 
the personnel change, localities change, and sometimes 
tensions arise, do they not, between the personnel? History is 
made; sometimes Jacob seems to be ascendant and 
sometimes Esau seems to be ascendant, and there is  
a lot of heart-searching. Sometimes, alas—I hope it is not 
often so—there may be jealousies arising and envy; we are 
not beyond these things. It all finishes up in this final brief 
word— 
“the kingdom shall be Jehovah’s”. I have often enjoyed this 
scripture. You think of all the tests, all the sorrows, all the 
assembly sorrows that a locality may go through, all that has 
made up its history, all the strains, the problems they have 
had, the tears that have been shed, and how maybe 
somebody has seemed to be ascendant, then the thing 
changed, and so on.  
It is a great help if we can hold on to this idea—“the kingdom 
shall be Jehovah’s”. It is not Jacob’s, and certainly it is not 
Esau’s; it is going to be Jehovah’s. I think it helps us if we can 
grasp this; it helps us in the working out of our local exercises, 
dear brethren, and maybe our wider exercises too, to cling to, 
and understand, this wonderful fact that “the kingdom shall be 
Jehovah’s”. It will not be yours and it will not be mine. Is that 
not great? It is going to be Jehovah’s, and it is going to be as 
He wishes; not as I wish, but as He wishes. It seems to be a 
kind of summation this, to the book, concerning all the history, 
the way the battle has raged.
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In some famous battles, like Waterloo, it was touch-and-go as 
to which way it would be; the result was unknown in advance. 
But the result here is not unknown—“the kingdom shall be 
Jehovah’s”. In your own personal exercises with the Lord, 
when you work out which way your footsteps will go and where 
your interests will lie, and so on, keep this in mind, that in the 
end the Lord’s will is going to prevail, and the happy thing is 
for you and me not only to understand it but to be subject to 
it—“the kingdom shall be Jehovah’s”.  
Well, may the Lord graciously bless these  
disjointed thoughts to us. He can put things very concisely and 
simply. May He, dear brethren, increasingly govern us, and 
also the fact that everything finally is going to be headed up in 
Him—“to head up all things in the Christ” (Ephesians 1: 10); 
not in you and not in me, and not in John Wesley, not in John 
Darby; all is going to be headed up in the Christ.  
May the Lord bless the word.  
Address at Maidstone 
10 December 1988


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,
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A FEW THOUGHTS ON JAMES 5: 19–20  
W. McKillop  
James is clearly in accord with Paul as he writes these verses. 
Paul writes that “Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners”, 1 Timothy 1: 15. The salvation of sinners is clearly 
the Lord’s great objective in 1 Timothy l: 15. The Lord Himself 
says, “I will have mercy and not sacrifice; for I have not come 
to call righteous men but sinners”, Matthew 9: 13. The apostle 
James carries forward the spirit of his Master in these verses.  
James definitely brings the matter down to a sinner among the 
brethren. “My brethren, if any one among you ...”; he is not 
thinking of the generality of men, of sinners in that sense, but 
of how the issue develops among the brethren. That there may 
be sinners among the brethren, that there have been, we must 
sorrowfully admit. The point with James, however, is not the 
mere acknowledgment of this fact, but rather what is to be 
done about it. It is noteworthy that, in James’s mind, the issue 
is not an act (compare John 8: 4), but erring “from the  
truth”. It is moral departure from the truth, from the revelation 
of God. But even this, James indicates, can be met, can be 
overcome.  
He writes, “... and one bring him back”. What a fine thing that 
is, what a triumph! No doubt this person, the bringer-back, 
would be among the “ye who are spiritual”. But he is working 
alone, not waiting on others, not organizing a rescue party, but 
just going alone to bring back the sinner. James does not say 
that it will be easy; it will not be, because the sinner’s heart as 
well as his conscience must be reached. In this, as in all else, 
the Lord Jesus shows us the way. He reached Peter’s 
conscience with a look (Luke 22: 61) and his heart with a word 
(John 21: 15–19). It is a question of altering the way the sinner 
views things, his bent of mind. “All we like sheep have gone


Scripture references

James 5:19-20 (JND) [19] My brethren, if any one among you err from the truth, and one bring him back, [20] let him know that he that brings back a sinner from [the] error of his way shall save a soul from death and shall cover a multitude of sins.

1 Timothy 1:15 (JND) [15] Faithful [is] the word, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom *I* am [the] first.

Matthew 9:13 (JND) [13] But go and learn what [that] is I will have mercy and not sacrifice; for I have not come to call righteous [men] but sinners.

John 8:4 (JND) [4] they say to him, Teacher, this woman has been taken in the very act, committing adultery.

Luke 22:61 (JND) [61] And the Lord, turning round, looked at Peter; and Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he said to him, Before [the] cock crow thou shalt deny me thrice.

John 21:15-19 (JND) [15] When therefore they had dined, Jesus says to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Feed my lambs. [16] He says to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, lovest thou me? He says to him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. He says to him, Shepherd my sheep. [17] He says to him the third time, Simon, [son] of Jonas, art thou attached to me? Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, Art thou attached to me? and said to him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I am attached to thee. Jesus says to him, Feed my sheep. [18] Verily, verily, I say to thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst where thou desiredst; but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and bring thee where thou dost not desire. [19] But he said this signifying by what death he should glorify God. And having said this, he says to him, Follow me.
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astray, we have turned every one to his own way”, Isaiah 53: 
6. “His own way”; that is the secret here.  
The sinner must be helped to abandon “his own way” and to 
direct his feet into the way of righteousness, the way of peace. 
His natural tendencies, his native proclivities, must be judged, 
the whole trend of his moral being away from the truth must be 
judged. What fine work, what gracious work, to help the sinner 
by bringing him back! How shall I do it? one may ask. Well, our 
apostles help us here. It is a question of resources. James 
himself would urge us to get wisdom (James 1: 5); John would 
encourage us with the availability and plenitude of grace (John 
1: 16), and Paul would impress us with the value of spirituality 
(Galatians 6: 1). Have we the heart for this kind of work? 
Surely the result is worthwhile— 
“let him know that he that brings back a sinner from the error 
of his way shall save a soul from death and shall cover a 
multitude of sins”. It is priestliness at its  
best, energy and love spiritually applied to bring back the 
erring brother or sister. Saving a soul from death and covering 
a multitude of sins is fine priestly work. May the Lord give us 
grace to bring erring ones back to the truth in this day of 
general departure.  
Ormond Beach, Florida


Scripture references

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

James 1:5 (JND) [5] But if any one of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all freely and reproaches not, and it shall be given to him:

Galatians 6:1 (JND) [1] Brethren, if even a man be taken in some fault, ye who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of meekness, considering thyself lest *thou* also be tempted.
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DIRECTION  
A. P. Buchan *  
John 3: 27–31; Genesis 24: 61–65; Proverbs 3: 5, 6  
I have been thinking, beloved brethren, of the thought of 
direction, particularly divine direction. I have enjoyed this week 
Mr. Darby’s poem on the wilderness where he says,  
‘Rise, my soul, thy God directs thee’. It is a great thing for all of 
us to prove divine direction in our wilderness pathway. I 
thought it would be appropriate to say a few words about this 
for the encouragement of our beloved brother and sister and 
indeed for the encouragement of us all.  
John the baptist is one who directed to Christ; that is one of 
the great features of John. He is a model servant in that he 
directs persons to Christ. He could say in the first chapter of 
John’s gospel, “Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the 
sin of the world” (John 1: 29). He calls attention to Christ and 
indeed our attention tonight has been drawn to Christ, and 
while we have our beloved brother and sister much in our 
minds tonight I think the Spirit never would fail to bring before 
us a fresh view of  
* With Christ, 12 December 1987  
the glory of Christ on an occasion like this, and that is what 
John the baptist does.  
In the synoptic gospels we know that John finished his life in 
prison, but we do not get that in John’s gospel. The way that 
John the evangelist presents the baptist is slightly different 
from the synoptic gospels. We do not get John cast into prison 
in John’s gospel, in fact it says in chapter 3, “for John was not 
yet cast into prison” (John 3: 24). In the synoptic gospels John 
the baptist has doubts as to Christ—“Art thou the coming one?


Scripture references

John 3:27-31 (JND) [27] John answered and said, A man can receive nothing unless it be given him out of heaven. [28] Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am not the Christ, but, that I am sent before him. [29] He that has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices in heart because of the voice of the bridegroom: this my joy then is fulfilled. [30] He must increase, but I must decrease. [31] He who comes from above is above all. He who has his origin in the earth is of the earth, and speaks [as] of the earth. He who comes out of heaven is above all,

Genesis 24:61-65 (JND) [61] And Rebecca arose, and her maids, and they rode upon the camels, and followed the man. And the servant took Rebecca, and went away. [62] And Isaac had just returned from Beer-lahai-roi; for he was dwelling in the south country. [63] And Isaac had gone out to meditate in the fields toward the beginning of evening. And he lifted up his eyes and saw, and behold, camels were coming. [64] And Rebecca lifted up her eyes and saw Isaac, and she sprang off the camel. [65] And she had said to the servant, Who is the man that is walking in the fields to meet us? And the servant said, That is my master! Then she took the veil, and covered herself.

Proverbs 3:5-6 (JND) [5] Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, and lean not unto thine own intelligence; [6] in all thy ways acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths.

John 1:29 (JND) [29] On the morrow he sees Jesus coming to him, and says, Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.

John 3:24 (JND) [24] for John was not yet cast into prison.
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or are we to wait for another?”, Matthew 11: 3. In John’s 
gospel he is going out in triumph, calling attention to the 
Person of Jesus. Mr. Taylor once said that he disappears from 
the scene like the setting sun as it radiates across the western 
horizon. He makes way for the rising of Christ as Sun to 
dominate the day. He himself disappears. They speak to 
him—and ask him who he was. They say, “Thou, who art 
thou?” He replied, “I am not the Christ”. “Art thou the prophet?” 
“No”.  
He says he is just the voice of one crying in the wilderness. He 
was disappearing, as it were, but at the same time he was 
calling attention to the glory of Christ. So he says, “He that has 
the bride is the bridegroom”. What a beautiful reference to the 
Lord—“the bridegroom”, in all His love and energy. He himself 
takes up the place as the friend of the Bridegroom, who stands 
and hears Him. He rejoices in heart because of the voice of 
the Bridegroom. What a man he was, John the baptist; he 
takes no place himself; he brings into view, and focuses our 
attention on, Christ as the Bridegroom.  
Well, I want to say a few words on the scripture in Genesis 24 
because there again we have one directing towards Christ; it is 
in type, of course, the Holy Spirit giving direction in the  
wilderness. This whole matter as to the bride springs from 
Abraham himself. This whole chapter brings out very important 
features and indeed the whole Book of Genesis is rightly 
regarded as the seed-plot of Scripture. Practically every divine 
thought developed later has its embryo in the Book of 
Genesis, and one of the things that is brought out in this 
chapter is the fact that Abraham is very particular as to the 
bride and wife that Isaac was to have. I think it relates to the 
teaching of Paul. Abraham instructed his servant, he directed 
him as to how he was to go to find a suitable bride for Isaac. 
Now that reminds us of Paul’s teaching as to marriage in the 
Lord. This marriage that has taken place today is a happy one; 
a marriage in the Lord is one where the Lord’s claims are


Scripture references

Matthew 11:3 (JND) [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another?

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …
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recognized; where there is subjection of heart to the Lord, and 
such a union is a happy one.  
The Spirit, typified in the servant, is anxious to get back to his 
master and it says that Rebecca arose and her maidens and 
they followed the man. It is a wonderful thing that she should 
have been prepared to follow the man. I think it is a wonderful 
tribute to the servant that this young woman was prepared to 
follow and go to a man whom she had never seen.  
The Spirit is here, beloved brethren, to glorify Christ, to make 
Him attractive to us, to tell us about His glories, to tell us about 
the beauties of the Man Christ Jesus. That is what the Spirit 
would bring before us tonight, the beauties of Christ, to call 
attention to Him. He says, “That is my master!”, pointing 
typically to Jesus, and it says that Rebecca followed the man. 
There are also the camels, another reference to the Spirit in 
His carrying power to carry the assembly through the 
wilderness till we meet Christ face to face. That is the great 
objective in this chapter, the union of Isaac and Rebecca. I 
suppose we could link it with Romans 8, “as many as are led 
by  
the Spirit of God” (Romans 8: 14). The Spirit gives directions in 
the wilderness, and He always leads to Christ.  
Now just a word finally as to Proverbs. I thought it would be an 
appropriate scripture to read for all of us, and particularly for 
our brother and sister—“Confide in Jehovah with all thy heart, 
and lean not unto thine own intelligence; in all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make plain thy paths”. The word 
“plain” means ‘straight’, and I think the A.V. says, “He shall 
direct thy paths”. It is a wonderful thing to have recourse to 
God Himself whatever our path may involve; whether it be 
happiness or, sometimes, sadness, it is a great thing to look to 
the Lord for direction. Sometimes we find it difficult to decide 
which way to go; well, let this scripture be an encouragement 
to us; let us look to the Lord. Let us look to Him for guidance;


Scripture references

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:14 (JND) [14] for as many as are led by [the] Spirit of God, *these* are sons of God.
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that is what I would advise our beloved brother and sister, and 
indeed as I speak I take it to myself as much as to any. We 
always need to refer to the Lord in any matter; and no matter 
is too small, no detail is too small, for Him to enter into our 
everyday lives. How thankful we should be for such a Guide! 
The children of Israel had the pillar of cloud by day and the 
pillar of fire by night; it was there all the time. Whether it was 
day or night they could journey under the guiding hand of God 
Himself. Mr. Darby wrote,  
‘Light divine surrounds thy going,  
God Himself shall mark thy way;  
Secret blessings, richly flowing,  
Lead to everlasting day’.  
May we be encouraged by these words, for His name’s sake.  
Word at the marriage of Mr. C. Barlow and Miss L. Buchan, 
Peterhead 
26 April 1985
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“TAKE HEED ... HOW YE HEAR”  
J. B. Stoney  
When light first breaks in on the soul, it is sweet to it, to the 
new nature. It is the work of God; but in order to promote it, 
and to enjoy what the light confers, I must practically prefer it 
to everything else. If I do not give it first place and absolute 
attention, it remains inactive, like a light in a dark lantern; 
hence it is said, “take heed how ye hear”. If you have had a 
glimpse of the unsearchable riches of Christ have you been 
diverted by it from other things which claimed your attention 
and interest, or have you gone on as usual? Can you sit and 
talk as usual, dress as usual, read the books you used to 
read? In a word, though you have tasted of something great, 
has it no peculiar effect on you? Has it produced no marked 
alteration in your feelings about, things? If not, it really does 
not control, you, and this is the secret why you do not 
advance. If it (the knowledge of Christ) controlled you, in spite 
of yourself, and without perceiving it, you would retire daily 
more and more from usual things, because more and more 
engrossed with the Lord. You would not make any 
arrangements to break away from this thing or that thing, but in 
seeking to know more of Christ, like a bird ascending to the 
sky, you would leave earthly things behind. The sky and air 
would be more beautiful to you as you ascended, and the 
things you had separated from would not be accounted of … It 
is here where so many are detained. They wish for wings—
they admire flying, but the moment they find that flying will 
distance them from old haunts and old tastes, they are content 
to hop, and not to fly; they are sluggards, they desire and have 
nothing. The fact is, the more we grow up in the knowledge of 
Christ, the more we must separate from everything that is 
contrary to Him.  
(‘Ministry by J. B. Stoney’. Vol. 12, p.209)
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“AS FOR GOD, HIS WAY IS PERFECT” 
Mrs. G. Cossham  
It seems to be a cloud of woe which is surrounding you, The 
thing you always feared to face has now at last come true, 
Your sun has set, your joys are gone;  
You find yourself alone, alone!  
Alone! a broken reed are you, trembling and sore afraid; You 
cannot face your future life alone, bereft, dismayed—  
Thus crieth out your aching heart,  
Knowing, alas! only in part.  
But God knows what has crossed your path. He saw before it 
came.  
He sent the cloud; He made the wound; He lit the furnace 
flame, From out the cloud you’ll hear His voice,  
And He will make your heart rejoice.  
For if He wounds, His hands make whole. How sweet to be 
bound up And comforted by Christ Himself, who drank our 
bitter cup.  
You’d not have known His healing grace  
Had you not felt an aching place.  
The fire He lit to melt the gold and cleanse away the dross, 
Why doubt the love of Him who died for you upon the cross?  
Then let this thought your spirit cheer,
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‘The Lord Himself has placed me here’.  
And when these trials are removed, God sees with great 
delight, Mirrored in clearness in the gold, His Son’s fair image 
bright, Oh! then you’ll praise Him for His ways,  
And thank Him for the dreary days.  
‘And it was worth it all!’, you’ll say, when with the Lord above, 
For in His loving smile you’ll see the proof of endless love; A 
love that cannot fathomed be  
‘Tis deeper than the deepest sea.  
Weston-super-Mare
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EXTRACT  
The Lord gives the disciples the secret of preservation; the 
secret for them and for us is nearness to God. Prayer, if it 
means anything, means being with God; if not, prayer is of 
very little worth. The habit of prayer is to be cultivated; 
otherwise, when the moment of pressure comes, it is too late 
to begin to pray. That is often the mistake with us; we think we 
can begin to pray when the pressure comes, but that will not 
do. He went as His custom was to the mount of Olives. It must 
be a customary thing to retire into the nearness of heaven and 
the presence of God.  
C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Luke’s Gospel’, p.280)  
Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, 
Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 
High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661
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