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LITTLE, BUT EXCEEDING WISE

B. M. Deck 

Proverbs 30: 24–28; Ecclesiastes 9: 14–18 2 Samuel 20: 16–22 

It will be clear, dear brethren, that I shall need help from the Lord and the brethren to speak about wisdom. The writer of the Proverbs says it is the principal thing—wisdom (Proverbs 4: 7 A.V.). He enumerates things we are to get and says, “with all thy getting, get intelligence”. 

We could not, of course, venture far without referring to Christ who is made unto us wisdom from God. Everything we need, dear brethren, we find in Him. The assembly does not have to go outside of Him for anything. Full sufficiency is in the Head of the assembly and He “has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 

Corinthians 1: 30. What a Head we have; what resources we have; and the wisdom is wisdom from God; it is not “earthly, natural, devilish”, James 3: 15. You say, ‘That is a strong word’. 

That is scripture. It would be folly therefore to attempt to use earthly wisdom. It would make a clear avenue for the enemy to intrude, which he will do quickly if we open the door. I want to show that the assembly, seen as the city, is to be defended. We need good doorkeepers, wise ones, to keep the enemy out. Separation is not only to keep the enemy out, you know, it is to preserve what is precious within. That is why we keep the enemy out, we do not want it spoiled. 

So we have read here about four things “little upon the earth” and yet their commendation is that “they are exceeding wise”. This is what is “upon 

the earth”, that is, what is here in testimony now, not in heaven yet; so it must be some view of what is universal in wisdom and in testimony on the earth. We would love to go on to the next chapter and speak of the assembly in another way, as a woman of worth. That runs along with this, but that is the inside view. It is wonderful to think of a woman of worth. In the absence of her husband, he trusts her. That should come home to us, dear brethren, that we are found faithful in the absence of the Husband. I am not going to speak of that at the moment. I want to speak of these four things little on the earth but exceeding wise. 

Now Solomon, evidently, writes this. He was a wise man—the wisest amongst men. There has never been anyone as wise as Solomon. Of course, he is a type of Christ. He was given wisdom; he asked for it. Have you ever asked for wisdom? He got it because he asked for it. 

We should encourage one another, therefore, to ask for good and greater gifts. The Lord loves to give them. There is a great need among us, dear brethren; there is a great need for evangelists. Why not ask for the gift of the evangelist? Of course, you would not be thinking about the gift, you would be thinking about doing the work of an evangelist (2 Timothy 4: 5). 

I verily think the answer to our concern as to the enlargement of these little meetings is to get out in the gospel, in order that there may be more for God in His service and praise. 

I am thinking now of these four little things on the earth which are exceeding wise. That is what Solomon says, and he had a view of everything; he had tried everything. He was given the facilities to try everything—more than you, dear young brother or sister, will ever get; even the world and its pleasures—he was enabled to try them all. So do not waste your time trying even 

one of them, because he says it is vexation and as foolish as chasing the wind. Could you think of anything more foolish than chasing the wind? That is what it means. So take the counsel of a wise man. In writing these Proverbs Solomon wrote thirty-one chapters—there is one for every day of the month. Can we be a little bit practical? Get into the habit of reading one of those chapters every day of your life, especially you younger brethren. Get the teaching of the book of Proverbs into you morally, it will protect you and, more than that, it will lead you into a great range of things you can live in, that you would exchange for nothing that the world could offer. So I commend to you, dear brethren, the book of Proverbs. 

Now Solomon is speaking of four things, which would, I suppose, have a universal presentation of the truth. “Little” but “exceeding wise”. Dear brethren, I think that it is our safety to stay little. Have we not had to judge the pretentious system that had built up? Let it not build up again. We follow the One who was meek and lowly in heart. In a certain sense it relates to His final journey to Jerusalem and the cross; the saints of the assembly are travelling sufferingly. The cross, of course, was His alone, but as disciples we are to take up our cross every day. Deny yourself, take up your cross, “and follow me”, the Lord said (Mark 8: 34). That is the standard of true discipleship. Are you doing it? I do not know how much self-denial there is. Some places you go you see piety among the brethren that puts you to shame. We should all be like that, dear brethren. Let us just live pious lives and bring God into every detail and facet of our lives. You will find there is rich profit and gain coming that way. 

So we come to these four things that are 

little, and they are exceeding wise. The suggestion is that there is hardly anything to compare them with. As you look at those ants, what do they do? They provide their food in the summer. Is that not wisdom? A person who does not provide his food in the summer is called a sluggard. He is told to go to the ants and learn from them (Proverbs 6: 6). How practical Solomon must have been! He knew the creatures; he knew them all. He could speak with intelligence of all creation, more than any of us could venture to do. And he had learned a lot. 

He must have studied the ants, and his commendation of them is that they provide their food in the summer. If we are not feeding on right food what will happen? We may get poisoned. 

There is plenty of food which will poison you. Beware of those foods; do not take them. 

There is better food. Remember Daniel. He was a wise young man and he chose what he ate. 

He was selective, and we need to be. So if that book comes along, look at the author; what is it about? You just scrutinise it a bit. Is this going to help me, or will it damage my tastes for spiritual things? Dear brethren, these things are very, very practical and we are to learn from the ants. They work together in mutuality; they are always working, always busy. How little they are! That is their safety, and they provide their food in the summer. 

Now that is the first thing. One of the four essentials to maintain the testimony of God in this world is that we are feeding on spiritual food, that is, we feed on Christ. He is the Bread of life. You might have thought that that pulse and water was not much alongside the king’s delicate food, but its quality was seen in the results. You soon know persons who are feeding on the ministry. They have got something to talk about. I do not mean just to talk about. They have got something into their affections and out of that abundance the mouth speaks. 

Oh, get the truth into you; it is wonderful! Do not leave those books gathering dust on the shelves; get them down and look into them. Provide the food in summer. What a season of summer we have had in this long period of the recovery! Thank God for those accredited ministries. (You will forgive the word, but they are ‘accredited’). Get them into you. Get to be the book yourself. Get formed in them; read them carefully, worshipfully, in communion. 

Provide food in the summer. We do not know what is ahead. I would not attempt to be a prophet, but I do not see any relief publicly; things may get worse. But the testimony will get brighter, that is the path of the righteous; that is in this same book—“the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come” (Proverbs 4: 18). 

We are near that day. Dear brethren, let our meetings get brighter and brighter. “The path of the righteous”; they walk together. Why do they walk together? Because they are agreed (Amos 3: 3). They walk together in mutuality; that is the ants; they work and live together. It is wonderful to work something out in a meeting, in a reading, where the Spirit of God is free, and the twos and threes can do it; it is providing food in the summer. 

Now the next are the rock-badgers. As evidencing wisdom, they build their house in the cliff. 

They understand that there is an impregnable position, we might say divinely provided, where the gates of hades cannot prevail. Then it says they “are but a feeble folk”. Do we mind being “a feeble folk”? The Lord says in Luke 12, “Fear not, little flock”, (feeble folk), 

“for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom”. Oh what precious principles have 

been entrusted to us! They are protective. The kingdom is protective, but it leads us into something better still—the assembly. As to the rock-badgers, if you read Leviticus it will teach you that they appreciate food, because they chew the cud (Leviticus 11: 5). But they did not have split open hoofs, so they were not clean. Now, dear brethren, I want to make a simple application. I think we Gentiles would have to accept that—“These things were some of you”, 1 Corinthians 6: 11. If you feed on right food and, by the glad tidings, get right food into you, it will lead you into separation. “These things were some of you”—I think there is plenty to keep us humble as long as we are here, and let it do that, in genuineness. But these badgers can chew the cud. The things we have been speaking of today are really too great for us, you know, but take them to the Lord, into your closet. Think about them, pray about them, feed on them; search the Scriptures and the ministry. It becomes food and it gets built into your spiritual constitution and that has a separative effect. So they are the rock-badgers, one of the four that are little but exceeding wise. 

Now we come to the locusts. What do they mean? They go forth by bands but they have no king. Our King is not here. It is the mystery of a heavenly people here on earth, without human organisation. It mystifies others how things work, without any formal administration, or organisation. These go forth by bands. They have no earthly king, they have a heavenly King. Dear brethren, I believe that we are in a most unique moment of the testimony of our Lord as the truth to which we have been recovered is understood by us, particularly as to the working of the one body. As the principles that govern it are operating universally through local meetings there must be brought about a testimony 

to unity. And that is a wonderful thing. So, in a sense, each locality is equipped. We will come to that in Samuel, “Just inquire in Abel”. You do not have to write somewhere else a thousand miles away or more. You are fully equipped locally, and the same principles that govern you there will govern every other locality. You may think that I am being fanciful, but I do not think so. 

I believe that it is a wonderful triumph that the Lord Jesus by the Spirit is maintaining the testimony without distinctive public leadership as we have once known it. I do not mean that there is not leadership; I do not mean that at all; thank God for leadership—“leaders led in Israel”, in the plural. Oh how important it is that those who would seek humbly to take a lead work together, shoulder to shoulder, in a mutuality of confidence and trust and love. But from an earthly point of view, ‘no king’. I believe that it is testing us out as to the degree in which the precious truth of Christ as Head in heaven and His body down here has become formed in our souls. I would just suggest that to the dear brethren. “The locusts have no king, yet they go forth all of them by bands”. They are held together. 

Now we come to the lizard, and I may be a bit out of my depth because I am not too sure what your lizards are like over here. The ones we have in New Zealand are very small and unobtrusive and shy. So I am thinking of them for the moment as representing what is defenceless. You can take it with the hand; there is no resistance. Oh how we need to be like that; “harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God”, Philippians 2: 15. Anyone can take you with the hand, no self-defence. Defence will come from somewhere else, or it may not. It did not with Stephen. God could have stopped the 

opposition, but He did not. Oh what infinite wisdom enters into His ways! But the lizard you can take with the hands. How simple that is; but she is in the royal apartments of greatest privilege. You see the connection in every case is in regard to the protection of what is precious. Outwardly, what is it?—a feeble folk. Take us with the hands and we would not defend ourselves; not a bit; there is no need to go to the government. You may wonder at that. 

There may be a situation which would have to be looked at, but in a general way we accept no defence here. Our defence comes from heaven. He is a Man of war; He did not defend Himself. Think of that! They took Him and led Him away. He never attempted to escape; they had no need to bind Him. He was “led as a lamb to slaughter ... he opened not his mouth”, Isaiah 53: 7. That may relate, as to us, to the defenceless lizard and points up, it seems to me, the great need to draw upon the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ and thus maintain the character of the dispensation. 

So there are these four things little on the earth—do we answer to them? But they are exceeding wise. Where do they get it from? Naturally, it is from their Creator. Where do we get our wisdom from? We get it from Christ and it is firstly pure. I have been wondering lately whether we read the Epistle of James enough. It is a little like the Proverbs of the New Testament, at least that might be something to think over. It is very practical. He says the wisdom from above is “first pure”, and peaceful too. That is what this dear woman says, “I am peaceable … in Israel”. She was not looking for war, but if someone lifted up his hand against the king, that was a different matter. Dear brethren, we never have to defend ourselves, but if it is Christ then that is another matter. Do you remember those threescore mighty 

men who were around the couch of this same writer, Solomon? They had the sword in the right place, on the thigh. And I would suggest, dear brethren, do not be in too big a hurry to pull it out; be patient. It might have to be, but your governing attitude is that you are going to protect the King lest His rest should be disturbed. Where does He find rest? Where two or three are gathered unto His name, that is where He finds rest, where the Ark is in rest; and you say, ‘I am not going to have that interfered with’. So doorkeeping is very, very important. 

You keep out what is inconsistent with the divine rest. 

So I want to speak of this wise man and this wise woman. Both had to do with the city. One was a little city and a great king came against it. You say, the odds are against us. It would look hopeless. All the military prowess of the world is arrayed against this little city. Dear brethren, it may look like that publicly. I am satisfied that where conditions of life are amongst the brethren, where there is that “midst” preserved for Jesus, the devil hates it. We need to be on our guard because we are not ignorant of his thoughts and he may in all the cleverness that he has acquired over all these centuries be building turrets and bulwarks to overthrow it. What are we going to do? We have to admit publicly that the position is very, very frail. What does it mean? Is it going to be overwhelmed? Never! The Spirit of God is here. God is here. He will complete His mission. We have to remember as to the personnel of the assembly that almost all of them are asleep through Jesus. We are just a few, and we must be faithful to the heritage they have left us. I would venture to say that there has been no generation of faith more responsible than our own, those upon whom the ends of the ages are come. We carry a tremendous responsibility and 

privilege to maintain the truth to the end. In the face of all the bulwarks arrayed against us, what a comfort are the words of our Lord, “hades’ gates shall not prevail”, Matthew 16: 18. 

That is His assurance, and there is comfort in it. But on our side we are not to be without concern to give Him a basis to maintain such conditions, through devotedness, until He comes, the Spirit and the bride saying, “Come” to Jesus. 

So a poor wise man was there and he delivered the city by his wisdom. Would you not desire to be like that in the local meeting even if they forget all about you? In a way it added to his moral glory. How like his Master! Not that I think you would not be appreciated and loved locally. Thank God for the love among the brethren! One of the greatest comforts that we have is love amongst the brethren. There is not too much anywhere else. It is a lonely, lonely world. Do not go into it! Among the brethren there is “love amongst yourselves”. Thank God for it!—only, let it deepen and sweeten. It is wonderful just to be there, but you are not wanting any distinction. No one remembered the poor wise man. Do not be concerned; maybe you will have a few cities to rule over in the world to come. We are going to get a lot of surprises you know. Let us be prepared to serve out of sight, unknown, unthought of, forgotten; but defend the city and deliver it. 

Now this woman would be representative of the assembly; she is a mother in Israel. There is an attack against the city by someone who should have known better. His methods were not right; he was a military man. Oh it does not do to be a specialist. He would have overthrown the city for one person. It was out of all proportion, but here someone rises to the occasion, a woman. “Tell it to the assembly”—you say, ‘We cannot do that today’. 

We cannot actually, but we can in principle. We walk in the light of that vessel, claiming nothing, but as in the light of the assembly we can be governed by its principles, and need to be. She says, “I am peaceable and faithful in Israel”. In old time it was said, “Just inquire in Abel”. Maybe we have to go back to the pristine days of the assembly and see what it was, how evil was dealt with, how Peter discerned what Satan was doing in those two brethren in Acts 5 who were lying to the Holy Spirit. We could not assume to put away, but the same principles govern us as enlightened by the word of God. So she says, ‘You would swallow up a city’, and Joab says, ‘Oh, that is not the case’. That is, he is listening and is adjusted and presents the facts. It is a wonderful thing where a word of wisdom comes in to bring us back from an extreme line. 

O, dear brethren, why are we so extreme? I am not critical; I am speaking of myself as much as anyone; we tend to be extreme. Let us honour the assembly and, if I may add, the sisterhood. They are part of it just as much as the brothers; in fact, a sister has often an intuition that a brother has not. I do not mean she would just represent the sisterhood; she would represent the assembly, composed of brothers and sisters. Oh let us cultivate what the assembly is as a functional vessel. The body functions; it is an organism, and every brother and sister is part of the organism. Oh let that develop in every local meeting, dear brethren, and then this extreme line will not get any headway at all. Joab is adjusted and affected by what this beloved woman says to him. Joab is a military man and a politician—dangerous elements. And he states the case, that someone has lifted up his hand against the king. Well, that is clear; we cannot have that. Someone is against the Person of Christ. Every true brother and sister of the assembly would rally to the challenge. It is beautiful; it says, she went to all the people in her wisdom and they dealt with the challenge. 

Well, dear brethren, that is all that I wanted to say. I trust that we can be encouraged to fill out our part in these days of outward weakness. There is something small on the earth, yes, a feeble folk, but exceeding wise. It brings no glory to us; no, but every glory to Him who is made unto us wisdom from God. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Adelaide
25 April 1986 

 


Scripture references

Proverbs 30:24-28 (JND) [24] There are four [things] little upon the earth, and they are exceeding wise: [25] The ants, a people not strong, yet they provide their food in the summer; [26] the rock-badgers are but a feeble folk, yet they make their house in the cliff; [27] the locusts have no king, yet they go forth all of them by bands; [28] thou takest hold of the lizard with the hands, yet is she in kings' palaces.

Ecclesiastes 9:14-18 (JND) [14] There was a little city, and few men within it; and there came a great king against it, and encompassed it, and built great bulwarks against it: [15] and there was found in it a poor wise man, who by his wisdom delivered the city; but no man remembered that poor man. [16] Then said I, Wisdom is better than strength; but the poor man's wisdom is despised, and his words are not heard. [17] The words of the wise are heard in quiet more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. [18] Wisdom is better than weapons of war; but one sinner destroyeth much good.

2 Samuel 20:16-22 (JND) [16] And a wise woman cried out of the city, Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. [17] And he came near to her; and the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he said, I [am he]. And she said to him, Listen to the words of thy handmaid. And he said, I am listening. [18] And she spoke saying, They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel; and so they ended. [19] I am peaceable [and] faithful in Israel: thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah? [20] And Joab answered and said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. [21] The matter is not so; but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David: give up him only, and I will depart from the city. And the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. [22] Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they dispersed from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

Proverbs 4:7 (JND) [7] The beginning of wisdom [is], Get wisdom; and with all thy getting get intelligence.

James 3:15 (JND) [15] This is not the wisdom which comes down from above, but earthly, natural, devilish.

2 Timothy 4:5 (JND) [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry.

Mark 8:34 (JND) [34] And having called the crowd with his disciples, he said to them, Whoever desires to come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me.

Proverbs 6:6 (JND) [6] Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways and be wise:

Proverbs 4:18 (JND) [18] But the path of the righteous is as the shining light, going on and brightening until the day be fully come.

Amos 3:3 (JND) [3] Shall two walk together except they be agreed?

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Leviticus 11:5 (JND) [5] and the rock-badger, for it cheweth the cud, but hath not cloven hoofs it shall be unclean unto you;

1 Corinthians 6:11 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

Philippians 2:15 (JND) [15] that ye may be harmless and simple, irreproachable children of God in the midst of a crooked and perverted generation; among whom ye appear as lights in [the] world,

Isaiah 53:7 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth.

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …



HUMILITY AND FAITH

N. T. Meek 

Ezekiel 1: 24, 25; Judges 6: 36–40; John 2: 6; Acts 4: 33 

I fear my thoughts may be a little fragmentary, dear brethren, but I have been thinking of how humility becomes us at the present time because of the recognition of the public breakdown, and yet how we are nevertheless to go on in faith without being discouraged. I thought of this scripture in Ezekiel in reference to these powerful, mighty wings that the living creatures had. 

It says in verse 24, “when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, a tumultuous noise, as the noise of a host”. I think this has been linked with the early days of the church, perhaps especially Pentecost, when divine power was so manifest; it was displayed, unquestionably displayed. Think of that day when Peter spoke. We could righteously connect this scripture with it. It was powerful, it was unquestionable, it was the beginning of the dispensation and there was that remarkable sound that was heard in Jerusalem. It was the setting up of the dispensation in power and the power was unquestionable. It affected Jerusalem, the whole city no doubt was affected by it. It must have been a very exhilarating time to be in. I suppose even the apostles themselves were surprised at the remarkable power; it was in away a fresh experience for them. When they had companied with Jesus here the results were generally apparently small, one here and one there, but at Pentecost there was a great exhibition of divine power. It was like the power of these wings, the voice of the Almighty and the noise of a host. It must have been a very confirming day for the apostles and for the brethren in the upper room to see the power of God demonstrated so publicly and unquestionably. 

But then this scripture goes on to say that there came the time when the living creatures let down their wings, and that corresponds more to our own day; whilst the power is there it is not demonstrated in the same way. We must not think, beloved, that the power has gone—we must not think that—but we have to accept that the demonstration of it is not what it was. I suppose we would all understand that. The public demonstration of it, the power of signs and wonders that were extant in those early days, does not mark this day, and I think we would understand that it is appropriate that it does not mark this day because of the breakdown. We could hardly expect that where there has been moral and spiritual breakdown there should be a great exhibition of public power. Therefore we would all feel a sense of the humiliation of the present time when the outward power is 

so limited, but we must not forget that the power latently is still the same. And if there were all these converted then, three thousand persons converted in Peter’s preaching, in principle it is the same if just one is converted at the present time. The outward result is smaller, but in the principle of it it is the same. I think that is to encourage us that we do not lose heart therefore, we do not lose our faith in the power of God, and in the power of the testimony of the name of Jesus. We are not to lose faith in that. We do not hear of conversions every day, we certainly do not hear of three thousand converted, but if God’s work is going on in any sense it is by the same power, only the wings are let down. It is in keeping with the position of breakdown, which came in so early in the church and remains to the present day. 

I read the next scripture in Judges because with Gideon we have a day which somewhat corresponds to our own. Gideon is one who felt the smallness of things, he recognised that in the principle of it the wings were let down. The manifest power that had been seen with Moses, the dividing of the Red Sea, the triumphal going over Jordan, was not evident in Gideon’s day, but nevertheless he was going on in faith, going on in obscurity. And that is something that the Lord would encourage us to do, beloved, to go along steadily in faith. It is not a day of great enthusiasm where there is much to stimulate us in the public sense, but we can go on quietly in faith and in trust in divine power which still operates, only, as Habakkuk says, there is the hiding of His power (Habakkuk 3: 4). Habakkuk uses that word, “there was the hiding of his power”. I suppose it is appropriate at the present day that it should be so. 

The millennium will manifest the great display of divine power; we can wait for it; when it comes it will be magnificent, but meanwhile, like Gideon, it is intended that we should go on 

quietly, steadily, week in, week out. That is where we are tested, when there is nothing spectacular, so to speak, to urge us on but where there is some reflection of that steady, patient tread that Jesus had. Think of how He walked here! How unfruitful the ground was, how difficult it was; persons here and there came under His touch and came into blessing, but the work, though morally glorious and unique, was not marked by great public glory. It was rather the steady work, the steady, sober, constant work that never flagged, that went on day in and day out, some days encouraging, some days discouraging; some days the disciples understanding, some days the disciples not understanding, some days even quarrelling among themselves; yet Jesus went on. What food He is for our souls, that blessed Man with that patient, steady tread. 

I think the Lord would encourage us in our localities. It is this week in, week out, day in, day out experience that tests us. We have meetings together and we rejoice in them, we have fellowship, we have maybe an extended time and we rejoice in it, but what tests us is not that, it is the steady tread, the wending of our way to the meeting room steadily. It is this unostentatious side of the believer’s life in which he goes on walking up the same street, going to the same place and nothing outwardly spectacular about it. Well, we are always tested in this side of things. 

Gideon speaks to God about this fleece. It has often been spoken of and it can be applied in many ways but I want to give it perhaps a more unusual application. We can regard the fleece as Gideon himself. God is giving him a commission here and he is somewhat reticent, somewhat diffident, but in principle he says, ‘Well, wilt Thou make plain to me that Thou wantest me to do this thing?’ He says first of all, “I put a fleece of 

wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand”. It is as if the fleece represented himself, and he asked God to signify to him that He wanted him to take on this commission. I do not think he is exactly evidencing unbelief, it is rather that he wanted assurance, he wanted God to make it quite clear that he was to do it. Now that was not a bad thing in principle, to seek to have an understanding, to seek to get God’s word that he was the one to be sent. But if one got that word distinctly and directly that I was the one to be sent—

of course one might be elated by it. If you think of Paul and Barnabas when the Spirit indicated in Acts 13 that they were to be separated for the work to which they were called, the flesh would tend to have been elated by that. In principle the Spirit related Barnabas and Saul to the fleece, if you understand what I mean. They were singularly marked out for the service, for a specific service, in fact an unknown kind of service in that day, service that was going to spread out widely beyond the pale of Israel to the Gentiles; and in that meeting, which was a meeting of some numbers evidently, these two men were singularly marked out and they needed preserving, they would need humility. Though the call was so clear, the flesh will always take advantage, will always seek to glory in itself. 

So Gideon asks for a second sign. He said, Well, now let it now be dry on the fleece and let the dew be all around, as much as saying, ‘Now show me, Lord, that Thou couldst have passed me and taken up anybody else’. In a way, God is not short of means and He could take up anybody, and if anyone is used in any sense in service we always need to remember that the Lord could have taken up someone else. It is good for us always to take that view; it is this second sign. Both are right, both are confirming; 

one is an assurance, such as Isaiah had that he was sent, and the other is the lowliness that understands that if I am not available the Lord has plenty more. We need to be preserved in these two lines, beloved. The day is one where there is room for everybody; there is room for every one of us to be this damp fleece with the dew on it, some tender, precious thoughts that have come down from heaven, some thoughts of Christ, fresh and new. How wonderful that is! If we came to the ministry meeting like that we would have a good time, would we not? I suppose as the ministry meeting comes round, I use that just as an example, we should all seek to be a damp fleece. And yet we must understand that whatever we have, whatever we have received, makes nothing of us personally because the Lord could take up any. John the baptist said at one time, “God is able of these stones to raise up children to Abraham”, Matthew 3: 9. How small it makes us feel, and yet it is appropriate that we should feel small, not only so that divine light and divine power might shine out the more but because it is in keeping with the breakdown and the dispensation. 

Now in reading in John I just wanted to speak about these water-vessels. “Now there were standing there six stone water-vessels, according to the purification of the Jews, holding two or three measures each”; it seems that John leaves the capacity open somewhat, “holding two or three measures each”. The measure is left open. Now it is a very fine thing if, whilst we may only claim two measures, when it comes to the test it is proved to be three. That is to say we must always leave room for some addition from God, we must always look in faith for some increase. Sometimes we come to a meeting and we have a good time; it is like two measures. It does not say it is one; it is two. There is a witness to something in the 

meeting; the meeting proceeds and we have a good time, a profitable time; it is like the two measures. It is never intended to be less than that, but John says it may be three. John writes, as we have often heard, in view of the fact that there was public breakdown, but the three is still open to us. I think John would say that we may make it three; that is an excess. We experience a time in which there is more than we thought there might be; that is to be proved, beloved, in our readings and in our meetings together. Sometimes we have a meeting and, as I say, it is profitable; we have the Scriptures, and edifying remarks come in, we have a time which is good and helpful and in any case there is the washing of the water by the word; these things are for our gain. But sometimes there is this additional measure. It is somewhat indefinable but it is when you carry something away in your spirit over and above what you may have expected. 

I think we should covet that, beloved brethren, because that really indicates that we are in touch with a living system; it is when the two measures become three. We are always to look in faith for something more. If you have an ear for it, the Lord will give you more; I am sure He will. If you have a taste for it, the Lord will give you more. So how we come to the meeting, how we come to a gathering, is a great factor as to what we take home. It has been said, has it not, that we should always come with a sack, an empty sack, and the Lord will fill it; He will fill that sack. And the more diligent we are the more we shall pick up things to put in the sack. That is how a meeting proceeds effectively, when we all work at the thing. In our minds and affections we work at the truth and we find that instead of having had a good meeting we have had a very good meeting; it is this extra measure. The Lord would encourage us in 

these days when perhaps we cannot expect great public things. He would encourage us in faith to look for this extra measure and to prove it. It may be in the spirit of the meeting, it may be in the atmosphere of the meeting—I think it sometimes is; you say, Well, I enjoyed that. It may be the impressions were not outstanding, there was nothing outstandingly fresh or new, and yet you go away and you feel there was something living in that meeting, the way that meeting went. The way it hinged together indicated that the Lord was moving among His people. I think we have known that, beloved, have we not? 

The last scripture I read, in Acts, says, “and with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all”. There are two things here that are great, there is great power and great grace. We can understand it, I think; it is the power that was appropriate for the establishment of the church in a scene of hostility and difficulty; there was apostolic power—there was great power, and great grace. That is how the dispensation began. They would have needed great grace, would they not, especially at Pentecost when they had to embrace three thousand souls. Think of what that would have been practically when the meeting became three thousand more; one hundred and twenty in the upper room and then three thousand added. It is almost certain it would mean a meeting in practically every house of the hundred and twenty to encompass the brethren. That would need a lot of grace, perhaps especially for the housewives. I do not know how it worked, but you can see what sort of an upheaval that would be; they would have needed a lot of grace, would they not? But there was great power and there was great grace in that day. 

Well, when we come to Revelation the Lord speaks about “a little power” (Revelation 3: 8) but, beloved, He does not speak about a little grace. I think in the principle of it the grace remains; that is, the supply remains. Grace is like a supply, it comes down to meet every call and every exigency; grace is like that. But you will not find any suggestion that at the end of the dispensation the supply of grace is low. The power may be small, publicly it is certainly, though inwardly in the principle of it it is the same, but grace remains, and it is full. 

I feel these thoughts may be a little disjointed but I would like to encourage us. We are in a day of public breakdown, public sorrow, when I have no doubt the enemy would seek to exterminate entirely what is left, but the Lord will give us grace, dear brethren; He will give us grace to go on. He will give us grace to meet every call, and may we be in the way of it, proving His blessing, proving what He can be in a day of small things. We shall see soon what He is going to be in a day of great things; we shall see it publicly; we shall rejoice in it. 

‘Ah’, we shall say, ‘but we also proved Him in a day of small things’. May the Lord help us for His name’s sake. 

Address in Brooklyn, N.Y.
1 April 1986 

 


Scripture references

Ezekiel 1:24-25 (JND) [24] And when they went, I heard the noise of their wings, like the noise of great waters, as the voice of the Almighty, a tumultuous noise, as the noise of a host: when they stood, they let down their wings; [25] and there was a voice from above the expanse that was over their heads. When they stood, they let down their wings.

Judges 6:36-40 (JND) [36] And Gideon said to God, If thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said, [37] behold, I put a fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if dew shall be on the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as thou hast said. [38] And it was so. And when he rose up early on the morrow, he pressed the fleece together, and wrung dew out of the fleece, a bowl-full of water. [39] And Gideon said to God, Let not thine anger be hot against me, and I will speak but this once! Let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let it, I pray thee, be dry upon the fleece only, and upon all the ground let there be dew. [40] And God did so that night, and it was dry upon the fleece only, but on all the ground there was dew.

John 2:6 (JND) [6] Now there were standing there six stone water-vessels, according to the purification of the Jews, holding two or three measures each.

Acts 4:33 (JND) [33] and with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all.

Habakkuk 3:4 (JND) [4] And [his] brightness was as the light; Rays [came forth] from his hand; And there was the hiding of his power.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Matthew 3:9 (JND) [9] And do not think to say within yourselves, We have Abraham for [our] father; for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise up children to Abraham.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.



RESTORATION IN VIEW OF THE TESTIMONY AND THE SERVICE OF GOD

W. Becker 

Luke 22: 31–34, 54–62; 2 Samuel 6: 6–12 

I want to say something about restoration. I am thinking of two things; firstly we have restoration with reference to the testimony down here, and then restoration with reference to the service of God. We all know what conversion and restoration mean. Every one in this room who has accepted the Lord Jesus as Saviour knows that he was a sinner and he now has the certainty and consciousness in his heart that he is now a pardoned sinner. And so we learn how it begins. 

We find here in Peter a picture of you and me with our natural abilities and natural energies. It has often been said that if the Lord restores a person He restores him to His highest thoughts. God does not work in half-measures, He always goes the whole way. There is just the question on our side of whether we are available to Him. Peter had a sincere heart and I believe that every one in this room is concerned to have a sincere heart; that is the basis on which God works. He looks for an honest and sincere heart and that was what marked Peter. 

Therefore it was simple for the Lord to restore Peter. Peter had often failed, and each one of us must admit that we have often failed. But one thing we must credit Peter with is that he never made the same mistake twice. How often we make the same mistake twice, or three times, or even more. 

Here Peter had arrived at a point where he tried again to do something for the Lord, or to suffer with Him, by his own efforts. The testimonial position down here is a suffering one. 

We were speaking earlier of true widowhood and that is the character of the testimony; it is connected with suffering, weakness and contempt as long as it is here. Peter thought he could meet what was required by human effort, but he had to see what the flesh is capable of. We all know what the flesh is capable of—the Bible tells us that. But we have to learn it really and actually by searching into our hearts. We have been brought into the light of God, so that light can shine into our hearts to lay all bare and open. So we arrive at a clear discrimination inwardly, as it says in Romans 7: 25, “So then I myself with the mind serve God’s law; but with the flesh sin’s law”. We connect the “I myself’ with the work of God; we no longer connect it with the flesh. I believe that is what Peter had learnt. He had to learn it in a very, very sad way, as most of us have, but how wonderful that the Lord said, “I have besought for thee”. Think of that, that the Lord beseeches for you and He beseeches for me. He knew Peter and He besought for him. What a beseeching! The hands of the High Priest lifted up for us up there while we are left here in this terrible world. 

Peter denied the Lord; what that must have meant to the Lord’s heart! Would that we thought more about what these things mean to the Lord, who has died for us and has put away our sins. If we deny Him, oh, what it means to Him who has done so much for us! Peter “wept bitterly”. Have you ever repented like this? I do not mean only as to the sins which you committed before your conversion, but those which you have committed since. Have you shed tears over them? It says, “Peter, going forth without, wept bitterly”; that was the way to true restoration. 

We read in Luke 24: 34, “The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon”. The first to whom the Lord appeared after His resurrection, according to Luke, was Simon. What a meeting that was! What it must have been to Peter’s heart to see the Lord in resurrection, after He had put away his sins, after He had triumphed over the grave. All distance was removed. As the hymn-writer says, ‘Broken the bands of gloom’ (Hymn 152). So the mighty Victor, whom Peter had denied, met him. We see in the beginning of the Acts how Peter could stand up with the eleven. Would that we all knew something of these experiences that Peter had, so as to be actually and really, with all our heart, in the testimony down here. The Lord does not love superficiality. He loves reality; anything else is to Him lukewarm and counts for nothing. I believe Peter had learnt to look at things from the Lord’s viewpoint. Would that we looked at things here in the testimony from His viewpoint, seeing them as they should be seen, including our mistakes and failures in the testimony. 

What a firm basis is seen in these persons in the Acts. There is no failure now, but strength and stability. We would like to be in Peter’s position, able to ward off the enemy’s attacks, however cunning they may be. We know, as the apostle writes to the Corinthians, that the enemy himself takes the form of an angel of light. Would that we recognised these attacks. I believe truly restored persons recognise the attacks. Such persons, who have a wonderful bond with Christ in glory, and who have enshrined Him in their hearts, are able to perceive these attacks. We would like every thought to be taken captive into the obedience of Christ. I would especially lay this on the hearts of those who are younger, for it is you who, if the Lord will, will carry on the testimony. Each one of us should have the desire to have these experiences. We know that we normally learn by instruction, but we all also learn by our mistakes. May the Lord keep us and especially those who are young. 

I was thinking of David in the second passage read. We know that the service of God was delivered through David, and David had an honest and true desire in his heart to give the ark its right place. But he still had something to learn. 

He had to be adjusted and learn that the true service of God could only be connected with the ark and the place in which the ark was to rest. I believe that is important. If the service of God is to function in our localities for His pleasure and satisfaction, the Lord Jesus must have the first place in each one of our hearts. That is what He is looking for in the last days of the testimony. The service of God has been restored to us in such a wonderful way, for which we should be thankful. If we think of the Supper—what a precious occasion it is! The Lord brings His peace and joy with Him. This occasion is before us tomorrow, if the Lord does not come before. May our hearts be desirous that He would come to us, if He has not yet come for us. 

The house of Obed-Edom was blessed. Our houses are stepping stones to the assembly. Most of us have children and have houses and we should ask ourselves the question—What place has the ark in your house and mine? He is worthy of the first place, and everything else must come second. We see here that God blessed Obed-Edom because of the ark. We know from the first book of Samuel that the ark was in the house of Abinadab for many years, but we do not read that that house was blessed. That again is a serious warning. Uzzah here was the son of the man in whose house the ark had been for so many years. The youngest must learn to value more and more the preciousness of the Lord Jesus and of all that He has done. All this contributes to the basis on which our houses can be blessed. From the beginning it was in God’s thoughts to bless men and He can only bless on a certain basis. So may we give Him in our houses the basis on which He can bless us—and He loves to do this. He is glad when He can bless. That is God’s desire, that is His heart. God’s heart is love. He will bless us, but as I have already said, only on this basis. 

Then we see the result of this history. We see what David had learnt from it. It was necessary for king David to learn this lesson. It does us good, as well, to learn this lesson, to bring the ark into its true place so that the service of God can function according to His thoughts and His plan. The Lord Jesus is the great and wonderful centre. He fills everything. The Spirit pervades everything there. What a privileged dispensation we live in! Do we really value this dispensation of grace? This economy of grace is a dispensation when we can grow in the knowledge of divine Persons. The greatest thing that man can experience is to increase in the knowledge of God. There is simply nothing greater than that we come to know divine Persons better. The Holy Spirit dwells in each one of us to help us in this. So may the Lord help us that we may all turn personally to Him. Restored persons are down here in the testimony, where the Lord has been rejected. The Lord does not leave us without reward. We can be sure of this, that He rewards every bit of faithfulness. He will be a debtor to no one, and nothing that we do for Him here remains hidden. If it is hidden now, it will be uncovered in that wonderful city which is coming down out of heaven from God. What a day it will be when everything will be seen in public display! May the Lord help us so that we may experience these two sides of restoration of which I was thinking, to God’s pleasure and glory. 

Address in Eastern Europe
August 1985

From ‘ Neues und Altes’, No.5, 1986 

 


Scripture references

Luke 22:31-62 (JND) [31] And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded to have you, to sift [you] as wheat; [32] but *I* have besought for thee that thy faith fail not; and *thou*, when once thou hast been restored, confirm thy brethren. [33] And he said to him, Lord, with thee I am ready to go both to prison and to death. [34] And he said, I tell thee, Peter, [the] cock shall not crow to-day before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. [35] And he said to them, When I sent you without purse and scrip and sandals, did ye lack anything? And they said, Nothing. [36] He said therefore to them, But now he that has a purse let him take [it], in like manner also a scrip, and he that has none let him sell his garment and buy a sword; [37] for I say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was reckoned with [the] lawless: for also the things concerning me have an end. [38] And they said, Lord, behold here are two swords. And he said to them, It is enough. [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. …

2 Samuel 6:6-12 (JND) [6] And when they came to Nachon's threshing-floor, Uzzah reached after the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen had stumbled. [7] And the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and there he died by the ark of God. [8] And David was indignant, because Jehovah had made a breach upon Uzzah; and he called that place Perez-Uzzah to this day. [9] And David was afraid of Jehovah that day, and said, How shall the ark of Jehovah come to me? [10] So David would not bring the ark of Jehovah home unto himself into the city of David; but David carried it aside into the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. [11] And the ark of Jehovah remained in the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite three months; and Jehovah blessed Obed-Edom and all his household. [12] And it was told king David, saying, Jehovah has blessed the house of Obed-Edom, and all that is his, because of the ark of God. And David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-Edom into the city of David with joy.

Romans 7:25 (JND) [25] I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then *I* *myself* with the mind serve God's law; but with the flesh sin's law.

Luke 24:34 (JND) [34] saying, The Lord is indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.



MUSINGS

“THY NEIGHBOUR” In 1953 an extraordinary tidal surge swept down the North Sea, causing serious flooding and loss of life in England and Holland. A large Thames-side industrial concern I knew well was inundated and put out of action. Yet the owners had taken great care that their part of the river wall should be sound—and it stood. But a mile away another section of the wall, not so well cared for, gave way and the whole area was flooded. I cite this to illustrate the need to consider not only ourselves, but our neighbours. 

A father and mother may be doing their utmost to preserve their family from what is worldly and damaging. Other parents may allow their children to go in for worldly things, and they take many forms. The effect may well be to undermine all that godly care and concern—‘Mr. X. lets his children do this and that—Why can’t we?’ So let us consider very carefully our heavy responsibility toward others. Paul speaks about this in Romans—“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. Love works no ill to its neighbour; love therefore is the whole law” 

(Romans 13: 9, 10); “Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. For the Christ also did not please himself” (Romans 15: 2, 3). 

There is urgent need to remember the influence each of us has on others, for good or evil, and I incur a serious responsibility if anything I allow, personally or in my household, is a stumbling-block to others. Far better to curb my tastes, or my idea of ‘liberty’, if in that way I can help to preserve others in the unworldliness and simple devotion to a rejected Christ which should mark His lovers and followers. 

FCM

 


Scripture references

Romans 13:9-10 (JND) [9] For, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not lust; and if there be any other commandment, it is summed up in this word, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. [10] Love works no ill to its neighbour; love therefore [is the] whole law.

Romans 15:2-3 (JND) [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me.



EXTRACTS

The obedience (1 Peter 1: 2) is of Jesus Christ. The truth is, once Christ has been under the eye of God, nothing inferior can be acceptable to God; all must be of that character. There was no legality in Christ, you could not conceive it. He walked in the light of love, and so it is too in regard of us. There is nothing now for God but the new man; the first man is gone for God though a good deal of it hangs about us. The moment the Spirit came and took possession of the vessel which Christ had prepared, there and then there was the sanctification of the Spirit. There was then a company set apart for God, and the great activity of the Spirit is to put us in the reality of this sanctification. In Hebrews 10 the Spirit comes in as witness, and the sanctification is by the will of God. The Lord was here entirely for the will of God; so a Christian delights in His will. Commandments, to a Christian, are like signposts on the road; he is very glad to come to them; they confirm him; they are welcome guides to him for the road, though he may have been pretty sure he was right. If the will is not at work, and you are not quite sure, a commandment comes in very acceptably. I want to go that road, and all that comes in to help me I am thankful for, if my face is Zionward. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 4, p.4). 

The most eminent Christian is one of whom no one has ever heard speak, some poor labourer or servant, whose all is Christ, and who does all for His eye, and His alone. 

J. N. Darby (Quoted in ‘Pilgrim Portions’, p.191)

 


Scripture references

1 Peter 1:2 (JND) [2] elect according to [the] foreknowledge of God [the] Father, by sanctification of [the] Spirit, unto [the] obedience and sprinkling of [the] blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …
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