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THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS MINISTRY

Isaiah 49: 1–6; Matthew 11: 20–30; 13: 1–3, 24–52 

JDG  For those who were not with us yesterday, we began in Romans 15, verse 8, where it says that “Jesus Christ became a minister of the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises of the fathers; and that the nations should glorify God for mercy”. I thought we should consider the Lord Jesus Christ and His ministry, taking account of the fact that He limited Himself to His movements amongst the Jews, but there was to be a wider result than that, as we considered that the nations should glorify God for mercy. 

We began our first reading with the thought of the Lord Jesus coming in (Matthew 3) to be baptised at the Jordan, then in the second reading we considered the mount of legislation and the persons who come to Him, persons who were convicted about the light that shone; the great light that shone affected them in their souls, they come to the Lord Jesus, come for further teaching, convicted as to who He is, the One who came in, who was Emmanuel, God with us. Then the Lord Himself took account of them, as the children that God had given Him, so that there was exercise there; He was able to send them out (Matthew 10) amongst the Jews to preach to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. It goes beyond that in its teaching; it is a chapter which has been described as producing moral fibre in the believer. There are certain tests, severe tests as to conditions that have to be attached to us as being in the testimony of the Lord Jesus. Today, we come to the matter that the ministry in Israel has been rejected. Chapter 11 has been described by those who have gone before us as the turning point in the book of Matthew. There is a change of operations, going to the lost sheep of the house of Israel will be taken up again in a coming day, after the church goes, by preachers in Israel; God has not forgotten His ancient people. But now the Lord is going to open up another thought that was in His mind that relates to His thoughts as to the assembly. There are certain feelings that come out in Christ at that point, which Isaiah 49 brings out; we may consider them for a little, before moving on to Matthew 11 where He turns to His Father. 

Then in chapter 13 where Jesus went out of the house and goes to the seaside and expounds certain parables that concern the public position in the Christian dispensation. Then He goes into the house and there are those who go in with Him; we want to be among those persons who are interested in what is so precious to His heart, particularly in the pearl, but also in the treasure that is in the field, and then too the matter of the gospel net, and the good being gathered into vessels. It is well-known ground we are going over, but I trust there is a measure of help for us as considering particularly the Lord Jesus in the whole matter. 

JS  As to the part in brackets “(though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, and my God shall be my strength;)”, do you think that would come out in chapter 11 of Matthew’s gospel, where He turns to the Father and says, “I praise thee, Father”? 

JDG  Yes, I thought that was an interesting verse, “though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorified”. I was turning over in my mind also the scripture in John 13, which is in line with what you are speaking about, where it says, “Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and shall glorify him immediately”, John 13: 31, 32. Divine persons are not defeated, if Israel be not gathered, Christ is going to unfold something that has been hidden in one sense, has it not? It is a great matter; Israel will be brought back, it says in Isaiah 49: 6, “It is a small thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I have even given thee for a light of the nations, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth”. What an opening up of divine wisdom. 

JM  Is there a hint in these verses of what was really in His mind, and comes out in Matthew. He starts, “Listen, O isles”, and then, at the end of the section He says, “that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth”. While, as you say, He has initially confined His ministry to the circumcision, what has come in is so great that it cannot be confined to that. 

JDG  That is what I thought. It is an expansive thought, it is very interesting in this section how He brings that out, “Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar”. Not now the Jew, but it is being addressed beyond that, so that the Lord is going to move after chapter 11 in relation to that. Here, He feels the matter of what He says in verse 4, “And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God”. It says in the note that it implies exhausting labour; what labours Christ put in to secure, if possible, the lost sheep of the house of Israel; but they refused Him. He is now anticipating something beyond that, to other peoples, looking for an ear, and men that would hearken to the glad tidings in due course. 

JM  What has come in in Himself is so great that, if it is refused in Israel it cannot be hindered, it goes out into a much wider sphere. 

JDG  That is right. Although He came in and limited Himself to begin with, yet you can see in Romans 15 that there was something else in His mind, that mercy would extend to the Gentiles. We spoke about it yesterday, there is a great result there. Here, He says, “Listen, O isles”. That is a word to us, whether there is a hearing ear here to what the Lord is saying, some appreciation of what His feelings were; He had deep feelings in regard to the Jew. He leaves the matter with His God, and then the conversation goes on here, from verse 5 to verse 6, showing that divine Persons had something else in mind that was far greater than what would be in Israel. 

MGW  In Matthew 11, they had not been listening in Capernaum and in all the places where there had been works of power. In chapter 13 His disciples are listening and enquiring, and the more they enquired the more they get. 

JDG  Yes, so I am sure that is a right principle, if we ask it will be opened unto us, that is the teaching in the early chapters of Matthew. So, if we are here with a hearing ear and an enquiring heart and mind we will get help from this scripture we are considering just now, Isaiah 49. It is good to consider divine feelings. 

JAG  It is interesting at the close of Matthew; the whole of the economy is related to the nations, “baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”, Matthew 28: 19. 

JDG  Yes, I think it has been referred to, that from about chapter 11 or 12 of Matthew’s gospel it is like a parenthesis, the matter of the Jews being held in abeyance, and looks to the nations coming on to view. It has also been said that Matthew’s gospel was written like the book of Hebrews, to attract persons away from Judaism into Christianity, in line with “go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach”, Hebrews 13: 13. In Matthew 11, it is “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened”. Those are the principles and feelings that lay behind the matters that are on the surface. 

RT  It speaks of the Lord “who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured the cross, having despised the shame”, Hebrews 12: 2. Would what we are speaking of be the joy lying before Him? 

JDG  Yes, I think that is right. “Though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah”, that is a certain joy and satisfaction of Christ that He is going to be glorified in the eyes of His God, “my God shall be my strength”. He could look forward to the joy that was before Him. He knew what that joy was, so His spirit is not depressed here, He was relying on His God, to use that expression, He understood the Father had greater things in mind. It may be a small thing to bring the tribes of Jacob and restore the preserved of Israel, it is a far greater matter what is coming on to view now. 

WL  Do you think the Lord in His preaching in Luke 4 goes beyond the confines of Israel, they just could not stand that? Does it show what the Lord had in mind even there? 

JDG  Yes, that is right. They were not prepared for the 

gospel to come to the nations; what bitterness came out in the book of the Acts as the gospel went to the nations. The Lord Jesus said of Paul, I send thee to the nations afar off. All that was in Christ’s mind here, it was always in His heart. Although He felt deeply the matter that He had laboured in vain, spent His strength for nought, as He says here in the book of Isaiah. But He turns to His God, “nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God”. 

DBR  The Lord is presented as God’s servant, could you say something about that? 

JDG  Well, who else could He lay His hand upon but Christ? Israel was supposed to be the servant, that was Israel actually as a nation, but they failed and Christ takes up the matter and becomes the true Servant. He is the One upon whom the Spirit could descend, the One upon whom the Father’s voice could be heard. This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matthew 3: 17. He is equal to carrying forward and giving effect to the full counsel of God. 

DBR  That is helpful, it is most affecting too, perhaps the young could be encouraged to study, as you are suggesting, the years of the Lord’s ministry, and see how He never was once diverted from the divine will. Is that the glory of the servant, do you think? 

JDG  Yes, I think that is very well put, because a lesser man might have been turned aside here, but Christ was not turned aside. He reproaches the cities in which most of His works of power had taken place, and now He has a resource in His Father that they knew nothing about. In verse 25 of chapter 11, He turns to Him, “Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father”, what an outlet for His affections. 

RG  Is this pointed up in chapter 42 of Isaiah, do you think? “Behold my servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth! I will put my Spirit upon him; he shall bring forth judgment to the nations”. 

JDG  It is remarkable how the nations come into the prophetic writings. It may have appeared to the Jew, in reading the Old Testament it was the nations set in relation to Israel in the millennium setting, but divine Persons had other things in their minds which were hidden in the Old Testament and now were going to come to light. I think we need to grasp hold of the fact that the Lord Jesus is rejoicing in heart here. He is going to open up truths that were hidden from the world’s foundation, going on as we will see in chapter 13 to the mystery. It is all going to come out now, what a movement, let us grasp hold of the magnitude of divine movements in these chapters! 

JS  Do you think the way He refers to the Father as the Lord of heaven and of the earth would envisage what would be secured in the way of heavenly and earthly companies, all named of the Father? 

JDG  Yes, that is good. It is good to explore the truth in these verses, like turning over a stone on the beach and finding life there, to use a simile. I think you are right in that, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. There is going to be secured heavenly families and earthly families, all for the divine pleasure, all named of the Father. The Lord Jesus was in the secret of that; we have to understand the Lord had foreknowledge. He knew exactly what was going to take place, what was going to happen but, in His heart, He is bringing out what the divine mind is in these sections now, no longer as to Israel, but as to Christ and the assembly. 

JMcK  Could you say something as to the idea of covenant in Isaiah 49? 

JDG  Well, you will have to help on that one. 

JMcK  It says, “and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the land”. It is not simply the work that He has done but He is given, is that the emphasis? 

JDG  Yes, it would carry with it the assurance of all going to be secured through Christ. Our brother is referring to verse 8 of chapter 49, “Thus saith Jehovah—In a time of acceptance have I answered thee, and in the day of salvation have I helped thee; and I will preserve thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the land, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages”. I think that is the assurance that Christ will bring all into the fulness of the counsels of God. 

JMcK  I thought primarily the covenant was with Israel, but the principle of it carries forward, so that divine faithfulness is in the greatness of the Person who is given the assurance of everything. 

JDG  I think it would carry forward in our own time, “give thee for a covenant of the people, to establish the land, to cause to inherit the desolate heritages; saying to the prisoners, Go forth”. Well, has He not released us? 

RT  You spoke about the unfolding of the divine mind, is that all looking forward to the death and resurrection of Christ? Is that what has made the great change to the whole unfolding of everything? 

JDG  Yes it is. What is in mind this afternoon, if the Lord will, is to look into the Lord’s death. 

RT  He speaks Himself of being straitened, does He not? The resurrection of Christ has put everything in its place as to Israel, and brought to light a new generation in these babes. 

JDG  Yes, it is in mind, if the Lord will, to look into that, because it is after He brings forward the thought of building His assembly, He brings forward the necessity of His sufferings. 

JSp  There is some indication of this in God’s dealings with Abraham, dust of the earth, but then it extends to the stars of the heavens. Do you think we see how God gives indication very early on as to what His great thoughts will be? 

JDG  That is helpful. We were looking at that last Lord’s day in our local meeting. In Genesis chapter 15 it is dust of the earth, then in chapter 17 it is the stars of heaven. What is going to come out of the loins of Abraham from that point of view, he is father of all those who have faith. So, there will be variety in families, there is going to be the distinction of the heavenly and the earthly families. Well, it is a great matter to understand we belong to a heavenly family. It has been said that Abraham will belong to a heavenly family, but he will not belong to the assembly. He will have access to the city of habitation that God promised him, but he will not belong there. Somebody else said it is one thing to have access to the assembly in its heavenly sphere, it is another thing to belong to the assembly; we want to grasp hold of that. Maybe we will get help today on that, what it is to belong to the assembly, it is a distinctive heavenly family. 

JM  Do you think that this change that you referred to in chapter 11 of Matthew really proceeds from these holy intimate affections between the Father and the Son? So that what is coming out is the very best that is in the divine mind. 

JDG  Yes, it is very interesting. We should consider that how the Lord, at the time of His rejection of His ministry, compares the gravity of what happened with Sodom and Gomorrah. He says “it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in judgment-day than for thee”—that is Capernaum, the place where we might say, Emmanuel lived there and preached there. Then He says, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”. I would like to ask if this is the first address of the Lord to the Father in the gospel. 

JM  I think it is, but does it not bring out a beautiful setting because He goes on from that, that no one knows the Son but the Father, and the Father but the Son, and so on, as though what is in His mind is a company of persons that can be brought into these holy relations that exist between the Father and the Son in love. That is a tremendous matter, is it not? I doubt very much whether Israel would ever have been able to enter into that, would they? 

JDG  I think what you say is right, but is it not the babes that enter into it? 

JM  That is just it, it is revealed unto babes, that is not the diminutive idea about babes, but it is persons who are in a suited condition to receive it, the very great things that the Lord is about to bring out. 

JDG  It is interesting the word “revealed” comes in here, because it is a new thought in the gospel, I think, the principle of revelation (which is going to occupy us later on in chapter 16) but it says “revealed them to babes”. I think revelation and the principle of being revealed, involves that there is a work of God in the persons to whom it is revealed. So the babes are not immature persons but persons who, in the simplicity of their hearts, are prepared to receive Christ and what He has to say. 

JM  I think really the magnitude of it should seize hold of us; you think of what has come in in these holy affections that flow between the Father and the Son, and we are brought into that, brought into the joy and the blessedness of it and the gain of it, and therefore the exercise is to be babes in our spirits, is it not? 

JDG  So that before He brings out, as we go on in chapter 13, the matter regarding the assembly. He brings out the intimacy and holy relationships of divine Persons in the economy; that is very important to grasp hold of because He looks later on for the Father operating in Peter to reveal things. But here He brings out the essence of His relationship with the Father; “no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal him”. What an opening up of the divine mind that there are going to be persons now to whom these things can be revealed. I think what you have said is very important; Israel would not be equal to that. 

GCMcK  Does it mean something to us that the Lord Jesus is praising the Father here? We have been speaking of His feelings in regard to His service, but here He is praising, a remarkable thought, is it? 

JDG  He felt deeply, as we saw in Isaiah 49, “I have laboured in vain”. He leaves that with His God. He turns to His God, you might say, “I praise thee, Father”; there is a recognition of the Father operating, “thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”. There would be a reason for that; the wise and prudent would be the scribes and the Pharisees, I suppose in the previous part of the gospel, but revealed to babes are those who were looking for the pure, mental milk of the word. That should be our attitude; we have to be in this state, not an immature state, but the thought of babes that are looking for the pure, mental milk of the word, affected by what the Lord opens up here as the greatest matter involving the economy, the Father and the Son. The Spirit is not mentioned but as our brother referred to the baptism at the end of the book, the Spirit is there, in the one name, the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. What wisdom enters into the Lord Jesus unfolding in His ministry that He brings this forward at this time, before He proceeds to open up what is further in the divine mind. 

WL  Is the order in the economy seen at the end of the book? The Lord says here, “Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”, Matthew 11: 25, and at the end of the book He says, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”, Matthew 28: 18. Could you comment on that? 

JDG  Well, we often turn to the Father as the One who is the Lord of the heavens and of the earth, things are in His hands; that would be all-embracive, would it not? Then the Lord says, “All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth”, that is His place in manhood, but for the moment He is sitting on His Father’s throne. From another point of view He has sanctified Himself for the saints. So, He has not taken up His operations fully as being given power in heaven and upon earth. Is that right? Would you go with that? 

WL  I certainly would, but it is there, He has it, it has been given to Him. When He arises from His Father’s throne He will exert that power, do you think? 

JDG  Yes, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, that is the power in heaven and on earth will be operated by that Person, known in John’s gospel as the Lamb of God. 

DBR  Divine wisdom has brought in this great matter of the economy, and I just wondered if you would comment at this point on the place the Father has in it. It seems to me that it gives a great stabilising touch, because as we have been taught, the Father represents deity in the economy, He retains that place. Is the Lord recognising that here, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth”? Do you think that brings a sense of stability into our beings? 

JDG  Yes, that is helpful. The Lord says in John’s gospel, “no one shall seize them out of my hand”. He also says, “My Father who has given them to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father”, John 10: 28, 29. What security there is, that He holds everything in control. I think what you say is important. The Father has not taken a relatively inferior position, He retains what is equal to the sphere of Deity. So, it has been pointed out that in the service of God we address the Father then we address God, it is not going higher, it is the same level of things, the Father retaining Deity. Is that right? 

DBR  I think that is most helpful. I think too it is timely, because in the presentation of the economy, God known in Father and Son and Holy Spirit, the answer in the saints and in the assembly must take that in. The final thing is God known as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, do you think? 

JDG  Well, you know it has been said that the revelation of God in Father, Son and Holy Spirit is for finite hearts and minds, something that comes within our range. We can know divine Persons affectionately, having made themselves known in the name of Father; what a tender name, then the Son, the One whom we know with affection, then the Holy Spirit, that guest that indwells us. 

WL  The person of the Son is not revealed, what would you say about that? 

JDG  It is too glorious to be revealed, but there is something revealed about Him in chapter 16, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, Matthew 16: 16. That is a revelation about Christ, is it not? 

WL  Well, this produces worship; we began with the greatness of the person of Christ. While the order that we know, as we have been saying, in the economy, the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, does not in any way detract from the greatness of the person of Christ. 

JDG  It is good to be affected by all these things, and then the Lord Jesus says, “Come to me”. I thought that was a very fine invitation to these babes, “Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest”. What questions would arise in their hearts, knowing the failure of the ministry to Israel, now a completely new sphere is being opened up to them. I noted that Matthew’s gospel was an address to the Jew to leave Judaism; I wondered whether in that setting Matthew was saying that there is a Person we can all come to, we have to go forth without the camp bearing His reproach. 

PJH  When He says “and I will give you rest”, is that a hint as to the giving of the Spirit? 

JDG  Well, maybe, but I am not too sure. I think it could include that in the divine mind, certainly the Spirit is a Comforter, that is what would be in your mind. It says, “Come to me ... and I will give you rest”, it is coming to a Person, Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and for ever, He remains the same. We can always come to Him; if you come to Him you are going to be attracted to go into the final house, in the next section we have read. 

JAG  “And ... give you rest” and then “rest to your souls”; perhaps there were Jews there with the Lord and concerned about His rejection, and their affections all torn, you might say. Is this all the rest of sonship; we have to learn that in this section? I think the Lord is manifesting the blessedness of His relations with the Father, which is far greater than service, and then He brings them into the liberty of it in the next chapter. 

JDG  Yes, I like that reference you have made; it is sweeter to Christ than service, His relations with the Father. So, what is sweeter to us than service is our relations with Christ, rest to your souls. 

JAG  He came out from God. 

JDG  He came out from God and was going to God, came out from the Father too. 

DFH  There was a remark made as to relative inferiority, I did not quite follow that. 

JDG  Well, the Lord Jesus has taken a mediatorial place, the service of the Spirit too as taking a mediatorial place; a place, as I understand it, relatively inferior to the Father, the Father remains in Deity, does not move out of that sphere. The Lord Jesus has come into manhood, so that would involve moving into a relatively inferior position, coming into manhood. The Spirit has taken His abode in believers, He serves in a hidden way, He does not promote Himself exactly in the Scriptures, it is the Lord Jesus that promotes Him. 

RG  It has been said that by coming into a relatively inferior position, as man, it does not negate or reduce in any way the glory of who He is as God. 

JDG  No, but you would go along with the thought that He has come into a relatively inferior place. Is that right? 

RG  That is in the economy. 

JM  That remark is confined to the economy, is it not? I think it is important to set our brother’s mind at rest that what we are speaking of is confined to the economy. 

DFH  That helps to clarify it, thank you. 

JDG  I think what has been said is right for us to grasp hold of, relative inferiority in divine Persons involves movements into the economy. 

JM  It is important to carry that in our minds, because in the Persons there is no suggestion whatsoever of inferiority, and that really involves, as you say, both the Son and the Spirit. In the economy they have taken positions relative to the Father, and it bears on what you said earlier that the Father retains (even in the economy), He retains that thought of Godhead. 

JDG  I think that helps. Well, we should move on to chapter 13 to get a few words on it before we close. The Lord Jesus moves out in chapter 13, verse 1. He moves out from the house and sat down by the sea, that is a movement into another area where then He expounds, and He begins to sow the seed. He is no longer looking for fruit from Israel after the flesh. He is sowing the seed which is the word of God, and there are hearts and souls responsible for how they receive that seed. The first parable brings that out; there are various conditions attached to souls that receive that seed; there was nothing wrong with the seed. We want to be among those, according to verse 23, “he that is sown upon the good ground—this is he who hears and understands the word, who bears fruit also, and produces, one a hundred, one sixty, and one thirty”. That is encouraging for us, for me anyway, maybe I only bear thirty, but it is good seed, good fruit, it is pleasing to the heart of Christ; it would be better to be a hundredfold, still the Lord appreciates us, whether sixty or thirty. Then He opens up the parables about the public side of the present dispensation. We see how rapidly things have moved now from the Jewish setting over to the present dispensation which would be completely new to these dear brethren, these disciples. There are more than the disciples, the crowd is here, the matter is open for all who have ears to hear or are desirous of listening. Then He moves from verse 36, into another house but there are those who move with Him. Do we want to move to listen to the Lord in the intimacy of where He can teach? Just as Paul moved the disciples later, bringing out Ephesian truth, into the school of Tyrannus. It has been pointed out by others (I say this for the younger ones) when He left the house in verse 1 of chapter 13 He was leaving the Jewish house, that is teaching, and He is by the sea which is looking for fruit from the nations. All we have been speaking about, what the nations mean, the whole scope of what is going to be secured in the dispensation from the nations, and then there is the public setting of things. Then He moves the disciples into another house, that is the privacy and exclusion of where we are under His hand as Teacher. 

JS  This house in verse 36 is where the disciples can come to Him and make enquiry of Him, an intimate, privileged setting, is it not? 

JDG  Well, have I a desire to move from the one sphere, where it may be more public, speaking in parables that I may not understand fully, but the movement of the Lord Jesus into this house did not exclude anyone, into the house in verse 36. It was open to all who were concerned and exercised to know further the truth concerning Christ and the assembly. That is the question that comes up; am I here today because we are concerned and exercised about coming into the truth, not only in public matters relating to the Christian dispensation, but the secret side of what is so precious to Christ? 

JAG  What a cheer to the Lord’s heart to have here people asking Him to expound. 

JDG  That is what I thought. That is a principle that gathers us today. Paul filled it out in Acts 20 after he had addressed them, they conversed together until daybreak. There is a setting where we can ask one another questions, and really it is asking Christ. 

JM  I was just going to point out from the early part of the chapter, it says He spoke a parable, He spoke another parable, and when you come to what He says in the house, in verse 36 onwards, there is no mention of a parable. It is a very intimate area, is it not, where there is a state of things to receive what the Lord is saying directly? Should we be exercised that we should be in that area, do you think? 

JDG  Well, that would be what I would carry in my heart, and all the brethren would carry in their hearts. There would be some desire with all of us, including the younger men, and women too. 

WL  Why do you think they asked “Expound to us the parable of the darnel of the field”? 

JDG  Well, they had not yet heard the other matters the Lord was going on to, they were puzzled, I suppose, by what happened with the sowing of the seed and then the darnel coming in, so the Lord gives them an understanding as He would give us an understanding. What do you say about it? 

WL  Well, I wondered if they would be concerned about admixture. When we were young, when certain exercises came up in the local assembly a brother spoke about this parable and said, Oh just leave it, the Lord will sort it when He comes. That has no application to the present day has it? 

JDG  I think if we take the parable of the darnel by itself it is the scene in Christendom in which the Lord has sown good seed but the devil is sowing seeds so that sometimes you might think a person is a believer, and is not a true believer; they are affected by schisms that are not according to the truth. But we have to leave the public side, we cannot go rooting them out, but where the matter appears within is another matter, and that is what you are speaking about. 

WL  That is my point. Like Paul to the Corinthians, those without God judges, do not ye judge them that are within? So, when a moral matter arises, it must be faced up to. 

JDG  That is right. We are going a bit further ahead than I intended, but that brings up the seine net cast into the sea of nations, it brings out good and bad, but the good is gathered into vessels. Maybe there has been a certain lack in what was selected as good, maybe in the case you speak about. 

JS  I wondered if the Lord gives these parables about the treasure and the pearl to show really what the assembly is in His thoughts; the value of it to Him and what we may do in deliberation in this way seems to sort out the good and the bad. It really is to be carried out in the light, and be governed by what the Lord has given as to the treasure and the pearl, do you think? 

JDG  Yes, I think we should speak about that. The Lord Jesus tells them about the darnel; you have to leave the public side for Him to act upon. And then He says, “The kingdom of the heavens is like a treasure hid in the field, which a man having found has hid, and for the joy of it goes and sells all whatever he has, and buys that field”. The Lord Jesus was not looking for the treasure in the field, He was looking for the pearl. He found the treasure and He hides it for the meantime, but He has to sell all whatever He has and buys that field; He has to give up certain rights He has as to Israel and other rights to buy that field, involving His death. I was interested in a comment I came across in reading, that the Lord found some features of the assembly in His own in the remnant of Israel, something that was beyond what should have been there. If I have gleaned it right, something of the truth of the body, but it was not time to bring it out, it had to be left, but He saw that in His disciples. 

That may be confirmed by the fact that what was available for the Spirit when He came in Acts 2 was one body, which was Christ’s work. Now, that was after His death, it was all brought together. Here, too, the pearl is to give us some appreciation of the value that the assembly was going to be to Christ which you have to wait for development in Paul’s ministry. 

DBR  One pearl. We used to speak about two brides, there is one bride, one pearl, it is really the glory that is opened up in Paul’s ministry, the glory of Christ and the assembly. 

JDG  Yes, I am sure of that. I say, for the sake of the younger brethren, fasten on to what the climax is in this chapter we have been reading, as to the fact of whatever the public side is, there is something the Lord treasures, He is going to have it, He has paid a price to secure it that no other could pay. 

RT  There is no thought of breakdown attached to these two parables. 

JDG  No, bringing out what we said earlier, the security of what is in the divine mind, do you think? 

RT  The other parable says it has become, but these two say it is like. Something there that is beyond breakdown, it is treasured in the Lord’s heart and should be treasured in Ours. 

JDG  The treasure hidden in the field is going to be His and the pearl is going to be His, an entity in all its beauty that was in the heart of Christ, and He was looking for that and He found it. There is some evidence of it, perhaps in His disciples, but He found that pearl. It is not going to break down; there may be a public side of breakdown but going through it all, maybe in mystery in some sense, but not mystery to us because we should see something of the reality of it in those who are gathered here. 

NJH  He ends with the thought of the scribe. Does He look for persons that will retain His teaching in what is opened up in the chapter? 

JDG  Yes, and it is remarkable that he brings out of his treasure things new and old. What an opening up of the truth has come out in the Old Testament now the Spirit has come; it was hidden there in the old times but there is much of the truth come out in type as to Christ and the assembly, but I am going to ask you a question—Does the truth of the body only come out in the New Testament? 

NJH  You have something in your mind? 

JDG  You get the types, you get the thought of brethren, and the thought of the assembly in the Old Testament, and you get the types as to Christ and the assembly, but the truth of the body was hidden until brought out by Paul. Would that be right? 

WL  That is absolutely right. Many types of Christ and the assembly, but none of the body. Why do you think that is? 

JDG  Well, it is the wisdom of the divine mind. 

JAG  You cannot get the body until the Head is glorified. The pearl is an entity in itself, it needs no attention. Do you think the treasure might need a bit of cleaning up before it was hidden again? How do you understand it? 

JDG  I do not know. The scripture does not speak of it as needing any attention, it comes under His hand, He finds it and then He hides it. What is in your mind? 

JAG  I just wondered, the treasure might, finding it in the field as He finds us in the world, need a bit of cleaning up, through the gospel and the teaching. It is still the treasure and it is in earthen vessels too. The pearl is an entity, complete in itself, it needs no attention. 

JDG  That is good, I think the brethren should pay heed to that. 

PJH  So the pearl would be identified and handled by the connoisseur, would it not? He would have actually felt and just evaluated it from every aspect. 

JDG  Yes, but it has no past history or any deficiency, and the assembly as out of the death of Christ has no past history, she does not need anything other than the adornment; to use the type in Esther, she had everything she received from the Spirit in type. 

RT  His heart is specially moved in relation to the pearl, he sold all that ever He had. 

JDG  Yes, it seems a momentous transaction, does it not, it would involve Philippians 2, His down stoop into manhood, taking a bondman’s form, being found in figure as a man? 

RT  Nothing left but Christ and the assembly, He has nothing else before His gaze, it is His whole occupation. 

JDG  Yes, that is right, and that is the Lord’s attitude at the present moment. He is wholly taken up with the assembly and assembly matters. Like the type in Deuteronomy 24: 5. He is freed from military business for a year, and that year runs the whole dispensation, to attend to His bride. I think we want to grasp hold of that, the Lord Jesus is not taken up with matters in the world exactly, He is taken up, according to Ephesians 5, with nourishing and cherishing His bride, in view of the moment of presentation. 

JAG  To gladden the heart of His wife. 

JDG  That is right, so is He gladdening her heart today? 

JM  That should have a reflection in us. It says every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens. These are great things, we need to be thoroughly committed to them, do we not? Not half-committed, but thoroughly committed; as the Lord is to the care of the assembly in this dispensation, so I think that should find an answer in our affections, should it not? 

JDG  That is very good. In verse 52 He said to them, “For this reason every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old”. The scribe is a man of accuracy; I think there is a need with us, particularly younger men, whom the Lord may have to use in days ahead, if He tarry, to be scribes and be acquainted with the Scriptures and divine teaching. 

JM  If you are a disciple that makes no room for casualness, does it? 

JDG  No. Is not disciple used in business terms, you may be training as an accountant or something, you become a disciple, that has to be your whole occupation? Is that right? 

GAB  I would like to be a scribe and I would like to be a disciple as well, but it is very testing what you have brought before us. 

JDG  Well, it is not beyond us, the Spirit of God will help any one of us to be a scribe and a disciple. I think I would be like you and desire to be one; if you desire to be one you commit yourself, you will re-order your life so as to make time for acquiring this wonderful knowledge, not just in your mind, but you will find as you pray about it, it enters into your affections. 

RG  Has the babe become a man now? What we had yesterday was revealed to the babes, the revelation now causes growth, does it not, formation; the man brings out of his treasure things new and old? 

JDG  Yes, the man has taken on responsibility. There is a need to take on responsibility; the Lord may put it on you but you need to take it on. This man had a household, a householder, his arrangement was such that he could bring out from that sphere things new and old. 

JAG  What, would you say about writing things down, the scribe would write things down? 

JDG  Zacharias asked for a writing-table, and wrote, “John is his name”, Luke 1: 63. There was going to be accuracy and an indelibility for what he was writing down was according to God. 

GCMcK  It would be very comprehensive, would it? Things new and old, would it embrace, you might say, all these things the Lord had in His heart to bring about for God, do you think? Things new and old, whether it be the blessedness of the truth of the assembly, or Israel going to be retained too is brought out, do you think? 

JDG  I suppose what we have been speaking about is what the Lord would have in mind, things new and old would involve the complete thought of divine counsels, made known in the Old Testament and in the New; but going into the Old with the help of the Spirit of God, what a mine of wealth is there. 

DBR  I was thinking of the end of verse 35, it says, “I will utter things hidden from the world’s foundation”. In one way bypassing all the historical details of the previous dispensation; what we are linked on with now is the whole counsel of God. 

JDG  I think that is what the Lord is bringing out here. 
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Scripture references

Isaiah 49:1-6 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. [4] And I said, I have laboured in vain, I have spent my strength for nought and in vain; nevertheless my judgment is with Jehovah, and my work with my God. [5] And now, saith Jehovah, that formed me from the womb to be his servant, that I should bring Jacob again to him; (though Israel be not gathered, yet shall I be glorified in the eyes of Jehovah, and my God shall be my strength;) [6] and he saith, It is a small thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I have even given thee for a light of the nations, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

Matthew 11:20-30 (JND) [20] Then began he to reproach the cities in which most of his works of power had taken place, because they had not repented. [21] Woe to thee, Chorazin! woe to thee Bethsaida! for if the works of power which have taken place in you, had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they had long ago repented in sackcloth and ashes. [22] But I say to you, that it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in judgment-day than for you. [23] And *thou*, Capernaum, who hast been raised up to heaven, shalt be brought down even to hades. For if the works of power which have taken place in thee, had taken place in Sodom, it had remained until this day. [24] But I say to you, that it shall be more tolerable for [the] land of Sodom in judgment-day than for thee. [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him]. [28] Come to me, all ye who labour and are burdened, and *I* will give you rest. [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls; [30] for my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 13:1-52 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: [4] and as he sowed, some [grains] fell along the way, and the birds came and devoured them; [5] and others fell upon the rocky places where they had not much earth, and immediately they sprang up out of [the ground] because of not having [any] depth of earth, [6] but when the sun rose they were burned up, and because of not having [any] root were dried up; [7] and others fell upon the thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them; [8] and others fell upon the good ground, and produced fruit, one a hundred, one sixty, and one thirty. [9] He that has ears, let him hear. [10] And the disciples came up and said to him, Why speakest thou to them in parables? [11] And he answering said to them, Because to you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens, but to them it is not given; [12] for whoever has, to him shall be given, and he shall be caused to be in abundance; but he who has not, even what he has shall be taken away from him. …

Romans 15:8 (JND) [8] For I say that Jesus Christ became a minister of [the] circumcision for [the] truth of God, to confirm the promises of the fathers;

Matthew 3 (JND) [1] Now in those days comes John the baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. …

Matthew 10 (JND) [1] And having called to [him] his twelve disciples, he gave them power over unclean spirits, so that they should cast them out, and heal every disease and every bodily weakness. [2] Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the [son] of Zebedee, and John his brother; [3] Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the [son] of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, who was surnamed Thaddaeus; …

Isaiah 49 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13:31-32 (JND) [31] When therefore he was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. [32] If God be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and shall glorify him immediately.

Isaiah 49:6 (JND) [6] and he saith, It is a small thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel; I have even given thee for a light of the nations, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Isaiah 49 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. …

Matthew 28:19 (JND) [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

Hebrews 13:13 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach:

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Isaiah 49 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Genesis 15 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward. [2] And Abram said, Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give me? seeing I go childless, and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus. [3] And Abram said, Lo, to me thou hast given no seed, and behold, a son of my house will be mine heir. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Isaiah 49 (JND) [1] Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye peoples from afar. Jehovah hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name. [2] And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hath concealed me under the shadow of his hand, and he hath made me a polished shaft: in his quiver hath he hidden me. [3] And he said unto me, Thou art my servant, Israel, in whom I will glorify myself. …

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

John 10:28-29 (JND) [28] and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand. [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

Matthew 16:16 (JND) [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Deuteronomy 24:5 (JND) [5] When a man hath newly taken a wife, he shall not go out with the army, neither shall any kind of business be imposed upon him; he shall be free for his house one year, and shall gladden his wife whom he hath taken.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Luke 1:63 (JND) [63] And having asked for a writing-table, he wrote saying, John is his name. And they all wondered.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …



EXTRACTS

In chapter 46: 4 (Isaiah) the principle of carrying extends to the old ones. Some older brethren here tonight may think they are here to support the gospel; rightly so, but every Christian should attend the gospel with an open mind feeling that he needs the gospel. I have often thought and said that the apostle Paul would be glad to sit down and listen to Peter. He might present a side of the gospel that Paul had not thought of, and vice versa; Peter would be glad to listen to Paul; and in fact it would be important that he should, for Paul spoke of “my glad tidings”; Peter never said that. Paul is the only one that said that. It means a particular gospel that every apostle and every saint should listen to; it is the gospel of place; it is the gospel of salvation, too, but it is the gospel of another place. It is the gospel the spies preached to Israel when they searched the land and brought back the grapes of Eshcol. That is the gospel, that God has another place. It is “the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ”, Ephesians 3: 8. 

Now this verse, Isaiah 46: 4, as I said, is for the old people here, the grey-haired Christian. I do not use the expression ‘grey hairs’ as a matter of spiritual decay; that is not what is meant here. In other places it does, but here it is not that. In Isaiah 46 it is, “Even to old age, I am HE, and unto hoary hairs I will carry you—It is I that have made, and I will bear, and I will carry, and will deliver”. Now this is for old Christians. 

The gospel is for the lamb, for the infants spiritually; the carrying love of Christ, the gathering love of Christ, the feeding love of Christ, no word about grey hairs there. But then there are not only lambs, but there are those with grey hairs, those who have old age, and heaven sympathises with them. Physical decay tends to weaken us even in our faith—as we pass to old age we are apt to become downcast and depressed. The thing is to be more in line. 

We have to provide against it that Christians should be restful and bright in the apprehension of Christ, although in old age. He is conscious of our old age; it is the love of Christ for the old, the grey-haired. It is the saving love of Christ, for we need to be saved to the uttermost. 

Salvation is not an historic thing; to many of us it is a continuous thing, and the gospel implies that in old age He will carry you. That is a thing to be cherished, for you need the Lord at the last. It is an exercise as we face these things and see how the gospel of the grace of God provides for every stage in Christianity, every gradation, and how the old are to see to it that they are appropriating what love provides for them, so that their minds may be clear and their faith unimpaired, that their interest in the testimony may go on, that they may contribute to their younger ones and not be a burden to them. They will not be a burden if they are bright spiritually, though old and decrepit. The spiritual regard them as assets and not liabilities. It is a very poor thing for a Christian to become a liability to his brethren. The Lord provides that it should not be; this verse provides for that, we should appropriate His provision of love for us, “Even to old age, I am HE”, meaning that He is unchanged, “and unto hoary hairs I will carry you—It is I that have made, and I will bear, and I will carry, and will deliver”. One like Moses could see and his force was unabated (Deuteronomy 34: 7). One desires to be found thus, so that he has an abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 98, pp.392–394) 

But, as to this, the Spirit of God has Phinehas specially in mind. The thought of the priesthood is exemplified in him at a critical time. It shines out in a crisis; it is what a man is in a crisis, not in the Bible reading, but when something has to be met and adjusted; that is where you get priesthood. It is strikingly seen in Phinehas. 

Now, the Spirit of God gives us the genealogy of Israel in Exodus 6, and as you will all remember, He proceeds from Reuben to Levi, and stops; there is nothing about the remaining tribes. He takes up Levi, pursuing the line through Aaron until He comes to Phinehas—and no more; as much as to say, I have reached a man that exemplifies what I have in mind. What a great thing that is—God, at any time, saying I have reached the thought for the moment, a man that knows what is in My mind! You do not want to be out of that; it is open to us to be in it, and God can count and rest on one man or on more who understand what is in His mind. 

That is Phinehas, and God says, I will make an everlasting covenant with that man, that he shall be a priest for ever. I believe that is what is alluded to in Malachi. Malachi is another prophet who deals with the priesthood, and he is worthy to be brought in here. The priesthood had broken down disastrously, and God charges them with this, and He calls attention to Levi—“My covenant was with him of life and peace” (Malachi 2: 5); but in truth that covenant was with Phinehas. You see how God’s mind rests on the man in whom the thing stood out in a crisis. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 40, p.354) 
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Scripture references

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Isaiah 46:4 (JND) [4] Even to old age, I [am] HE, and unto hoary hairs I will carry [you]: It is I that have made, and I will bear, and I will carry, and will deliver.

Isaiah 46 (JND) [1] Bel is bowed down, Nebo bendeth; their idols are upon the beasts, and upon the cattle: the things ye carried are laid on, a burden to the weary [beast]. [2] They bend, they are bowed down together; they could not deliver the burden, and themselves are gone into captivity. [3] Hearken unto me, house of Jacob, and all the remnant of the house of Israel, ye who have been borne from the belly, who have been carried from the womb: …

Deuteronomy 34:7 (JND) [7] And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when he died; his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.

Exodus 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah said to Moses, Now shalt thou see what I will do to Pharaoh; for by a strong hand shall he let them go, and by a strong hand shall he drive them out of his land. [2] And God spoke to Moses, and said to him, I am Jehovah. [3] And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, as the Almighty God; but by my name Jehovah I was not made known to them. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 2:5 (JND) [5] My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name.
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