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WATCHFULNESS DURING THE LORD’S ABSENCE

P. S. Chareyre 

Mark 13: 33–37; Acts 20: 31, 32 

I have in mind the connection which exists, I think, between the directions given by the Lord Jesus in view of the time of His absence, and the directions given by the beloved apostle Paul as he was contemplating his own departure. So what I have to say is very simple. The Lord set the necessity of watching as a characteristic mark on the time of His absence. He was going to leave His own, and the prospect that He left for them was His return. That has been the prospect for the assembly, and is the prospect for us who really have the sense that His return is very near. 

Thus the Lord is looking right on to the moment of His coming. As has often been said, nothing in the Lord’s words made it foreseeable that there would be long centuries of waiting. 

What mattered for the disciples was to be ready for His return, “lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping”. But experience has shown us that diligence in watching, besides being important in order to be able to welcome the Lord on His return, has been just as important in just the same way during the long time of His absence. That is why, in the parable of the darnel of the field, the Lord says, “while men slept”, and we know that that is what happened—men slept, and the enemy took advantage of that to sow darnel, in such a way that we now have the proof that there has not been the watching. So, beloved brethren, I think that ought to make our hearts extremely sensitive to the necessity of watching. 

The Lord therefore says, Watch, because I am coming back, so that you may be ready for the moment of My coming; and on our side, if we consider the history, we see that much evil results from the lack of watching. Everyone who has a few years’ experience of life with the Lord knows, does he not, how often, in our personal history or our assembly history, what has dishonoured the Lord has been the consequence of not having watched as we ought to have done because of all that comes up continually. 

We move forward with the truth. Today we have been considering the wonderful and blessed attraction of the Person of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we have been able to see how God’s pleasure is in the simplicity of hearts that give Him a place, in however small an expression of the local assembly it may be, as suggested by the tent of David. Think of the fragility of a tent, this symbol of a local assembly in extreme simplicity such a fragile structure—if we do not watch; what will happen? The tent will be quickly swept away—how quickly! So the Lord says; “Watch”; and that puts each one of us to the test; at every moment, in every phase of our individual, household, and assembly life. 

Peter had understood the Lord’s direction, had he not? He closes his First Epistle by bringing it before the brethren—“Be vigilant, watch”; he says. “Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walks about ...” No doubt that would be particularly related to our personal experience. 

Beloved young brothers and sisters, think about this comparison, a roaring lion prowling around you! It is very impressive; we do not want to frighten one another, but that is what the Scriptures say; that is what the Holy Spirit says—“Be vigilant, watch. Your adversary the devil as a roaring lion walks 

about seeking whom he may devour”. If he finds someone that he can devour, he will. But by God’s grace believers are in safe hands—“No one shall seize them out of my hand” (John 10: 28); and “Greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. 

However, the scripture says, “Watch”. Divine protection is guaranteed to those who watch; Christian privileges and the grace of the dispensation are available to those who watch. We have been occupied with David—a remarkable history, which shows us how that which belongs to the order of man of God’s pleasure coexists with failures as regards responsibility, and all the consequences that flow out of that; not only the immediate consequences of a fall, but the solemn course of God’s government, under which we all find ourselves and to which we are a testimony. It was said long ago that if we are a testimony to anything we are a testimony to the ruin of the church. But how right it would be now, I think, to add that we are a testimony to the government of God. Thus David is a very instructive figure, who teaches us how the believer can walk in a path of integrity while under the government of God. But then the warning remains—“Watch”. How appropriate it was for David! 

As we know, the Lord emphasized the importance of watching. He did not speak about it as an incidental matter. In chapter 12 of Luke’s gospel particularly, He enlarges on this subject at length; then in the garden He passes the disciples through the experience of the thing and says to Peter, “Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me?” Matthew 26: 40. 

Clearly this establishes the utter weakness of the flesh. We say the Lord knew very well that it would be so, that Peter would not be able to watch—the Lord did know; yet He raises the question with Peter. I think we must take 

heed to this, because with each one of us the Lord raises questions that expose our powerlessness. But then there is the Spirit, and you certainly cannot answer to the injunction to watch in any other way than by the Spirit. 

Therefore the Lord enlarges on the matter at length, and in the passage I read, in Mark He says—“But what I say to you, I say to all, Watch”. According to Luke’s account, Peter had asked, “Lord, sayest thou this parable to us, or also to all?” (Luke 12: 41), and the Lord did not give a direct answer, but took the opportunity of presenting the responsibility that bears more particularly on certain persons—those on whom God has laid it. However, in the gospel of Mark the Lord says, “But what I say to you, I say to all, Watch”. So not one of us is exempt from this obligation; we must all watch, brothers and sisters. We all know, a little at least, by experience, how evil things get in because, just for a moment, we have not been watching. However, there is a measure of responsibility corresponding to the place that the Lord has assigned to each one, as He shows in Luke’s gospel; and in the same way as the apostle Paul attaches importance to this question, it seems to me that we too should recognise the importance of it. 

When Paul felt the end of his service approaching, he had something special to say to the elders of Ephesus. Now we all know that Ephesus is the height of Paul’s ministry, the greatest outshining of the knowledge of God and His counsel and we desire to give a prime place to that truth. We should like it to be true of us that we have been recovered to Paul’s ministry, involving Ephesian light. We regard it as a precious treasure which has been given to us as our portion, and that is true, beloved brethren. In the 

favourable environment that the Lord has secured in the days of the recovery it has been possible to develop the full truth of God’s purpose; and we cherish it, and we sorrow at the thought that many true believers, and devoted believers, in the midst of the profession, are missing this light. But let us see what Paul’s concerns about Ephesus are, when he sends for the elders. Of course he had not yet written his Epistle to the Ephesians, but no doubt there were among the saints there very good moral and spiritual conditions, on account of which he was able to address that epistle “to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus” 

(Ephesians 1: 1, saying to them, “having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which is in you, and the love which ye have towards all the saints” (Ephesians l: 15). Now how had Paul brought the Ephesians up to that level? That is what I particularly want to call our attention to. No doubt it was by presenting the truth to them; but he draws aside the veil in chapter 20 

of the Acts. There we find first the exhortation given by the Lord Himself—“Wherefore watch”; then he goes on, “remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. That is what Paul’s three years at Ephesus were. It particularly concerns those who carry responsibilities and those who serve among us; that is true. Although the obligation to watch is for all, we have there what is specific to those who carry a distinct responsibility in the assembly. 

So think of Paul unfolding all the counsel of God to the Ephesians for three years, according to what he says from verse 19 onwards—“serving the Lord with all lowliness, and tears, and temptations, which happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I held back nothing of what is profitable, so as not to announce it to you, and to teach you publicly and in every house, testifying to both Jews 

and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”; then in verse 27—“For I have not shrunk from announcing to you all the counsel of God”. All the counsel of God had been announced at Ephesus, and that is what we should like to lay claim to in humility; we should not like to neglect any part of the counsel of God; we desire to stand in the light of all the counsel of God. But then remember that “for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one of you with tears”. Well, I think we are very weak in this regard. In this matter we have all failed—“admonishing each one ... with tears” according to the measure of our responsibility. 

Paul certainly did not wait until someone went astray before he admonished. If he spent three years, night and day, admonishing the Ephesians, that means, I think, that he was constantly sitting beside them, in such a way that there was that link of confidence between him and them which made it possible to give warning of the slightest danger. We know how difficult it is to admonish—we need to be very near one another. Certainly we have not much capacity for doing it, and we must be very sober and not claim to admonish our brother when we are not able to do it in the Lord. However, Paul was exhorting these men to act as he had acted, to watch, so as to be a little like him, keeping continually close to the brethren, so that this tent structure, so fragile—this local assembly structure, so fragile—could be protected, because it greatly needs protection. This, I believe, is how we find the teaching of the Lord. 

Jesus reflected in Paul’s way of acting with the elders of Ephesus. It is something like John 13, is it not? “If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them” (John 13: 17); “If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet” (John 13: 14). 

Well, may the Lord help us. I think things are as simple as that. By God’s grace we have the truth in our hands; we have it on our bookshelves; perhaps we have it in our heads a little, and we certainly have it in our hearts too. But then the Lord says to us, “Watch”, and the beloved apostle shows us how to watch. May we have it on our hearts to do it a little more diligently, now that we are reduced to such small numbers. To do it when the numbers are large needs a large capacity, which is perhaps well beyond every one of us. Now the Lord has reduced us to quite small numbers—I think they correspond to our measure, so as to make these things possible for us. If we know these things, blessed are we if we do them. May the Lord help us!

Address at Vevey (Translated from French)
11 August 1989

 


Scripture references

Mark 13:33-37 (JND) [33] Take heed, watch and pray, for ye do not know when the time is: [34] [it is] as a man gone out of the country, having left his house and given to his bondmen the authority, and to each one his work, and commanded the doorkeeper that he should watch. [35] Watch therefore, for ye do not know when the master of the house comes: evening, or midnight, or cock-crow, or morning; [36] lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping. [37] But what I say to you, I say to all, Watch.

Acts 20:31-32 (JND) [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears. [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

John 10:28 (JND) [28] and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

Matthew 26:40 (JND) [40] And he comes to the disciples and finds them sleeping, and says to Peter, Thus ye have not been able to watch one hour with me?

Luke 12:41 (JND) [41] And Peter said to him, Lord, sayest thou this parable to us, or also to all?

Ephesians 1:1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 13:17 (JND) [17] If ye know these things, blessed are ye if ye do them.

John 13:14 (JND) [14] If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet;



“PUT AWAY THE STRANGE GODS”

J. A. McLaren 

Genesis 35: 1–4 

I would like to say something about this last verse that I read. We have been speaking of being filled with the Spirit, and the great privileges that are open to us as together. I think we are often impressed, especially on Lord’s day morning, with the immensity of privilege we have in engaging in the worship of God, knowing that He who is so great values the responses and worship of His people. But to speak simply about this, it is a matter here of Jacob going up to Bethel, the house of God; it is Old Testament language of course. What impresses me particularly is what it says in verse 4, dealing with things that can keep us from functioning in the Spirit. It says, “And they gave to Jacob all the strange gods that were in their hand”. First of all there is the other side in verse 2, “Put away the strange gods that are among you, and cleanse yourselves, and change your garments”. That would remain. That would be Jacob impressing on each one individually the necessity for purification, and the necessity for right conditions to serve God. We each have to take that up for ourselves and it is an important matter. 

But what I am thinking of especially tonight is that when it comes to putting things into effect in finality. Jacob hid these strange gods. Jacob did not leave it to them to hide the strange gods. I do not think they would see what Jacob did; they had handed them over to him. Jacob had the responsibility of putting them out of sight, and they would not know where. 

Therefore they would not be able to go back and dig them up. That is my impression anyway. 

If parents find that their family are leaning towards things of the world that would damage and hinder them (perhaps unsuitable books or other things not so easy to deal with), well, the parents would say, ‘No’, and put them out of sight. 

Now we find that from the individual viewpoint, as young men and young women come to a certain age, we cannot absolve them from all responsibility personally; I am not suggesting that at all, but I feel that persons who have influence over children of all ages need to see that what is unsuitable is kept out of their way—anything that would hinder the work of the Spirit, that they might be guided and helped to avoid these things. May the Lord help us in this matter.

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
18 September 1990 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 35:1-4 (JND) [1] And God said to Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there, and make there an altar unto the God that appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of Esau thy brother. [2] And Jacob said to his household, and to all that were with him, Put away the strange gods that are among you, and cleanse yourselves, and change your garments; [3] and we will arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar to the God that answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way that I went. [4] And they gave to Jacob all the strange gods that were in their hand, and the rings that were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the terebinth that [is] by Shechem.



HIS EMBRACE

M. Pavlik

Song of Songs 2: 6; 2 Kings 4: 17–21, 32–36; Acts 20: 7–12; Habakkuk 3: 17–19 

It is my desire, dear brethren, to convey some impressions of the love of the Lord Jesus to all of us, but especially to our young brethren. It is very important to be conscious of that wonderful love in which the love of God Himself came into such rich expression. 

In that verse of the Song of Solomon I have read we have a very instructive figure of this love, and there I at first would refer to the left hand under the head. I think that is something we very much need, and which essentially our young brethren need very much, for there is very, very much in this world which makes our heads tired, which disturbs us, disturbs our inward peace, disturbs our quietness. How many sorrows, how many concerns, how many exercises, how many problems, there are, especially for the young people; they affect them, and they bring in difficulties—real difficulties. So I think it is very important that their head should lean on the hand of the Lord. I love the thought of the apostle John not only lying in the bosom of the Lord Jesus but also leaning on His breast (John 13: 23, 25); it suggests to me the idea of his head leaning on the firm, reliable, faithful breast of the Lord. It implies faithful, fatherly feelings. 

When the Lord speaks in Matthew 6 and parallel passages about our not having many cares, not being careful about what we should eat, what we should drink, what we should put on, referring to the birds of the heaven and to the lilies of the field (Matthew 6: 25, 26), I think He puts His left hand under our head and says, Do not be anxious. Well, I do not think in this time there are many among us who would have to worry about such things literally material things; but there are innumerable other sorrows, other difficulties, which make the heads of the young people ache. Dear young brother, dear young sister, there is a hand under your head, the left hand of the Lord—lean upon it! This is a very, very sweet figure found in this wonderful book. 

But the matter has another side as well. It also has been suggested that the hands of the Lord may be seen in the brethren, and so there is very much need of the fatherly spirit among the brethren, and I think very much has been spoiled by the lack of that fatherly spirit. I would say we see that in the young child in 2 Kings 4. The boy said, “My head, my head!” and the whole, context shows us that the father was not in his place; he was not fulfilling what was his duty. The child went out to his father to the reapers in the field. The young boy was not up to that, and so his head suffered. And I think the matter with Eutychus was similar—it has often been suggested that maybe the condition of the local assembly in Troas was not as it should have been and that the head of that poor youth had nothing to lean upon, and so he fell down. There were “many lights” but somewhat more than many lights is needed. “Many lights”—that is an important factor; we need the light; but I love the comparison of this passage with another one where it says, in John 6, when the Lord was going to distribute the five loaves of bread and the two small fishes to five thousand men, “there was much grass in the place” (v.10). The “grass” is as much needed as the light. But although there was much light indeed in Troas I do not think there was much “grass”, and so that young man’s head had nothing to lean upon and he fell down. 

But how wonderful is the help the Lord provides! When we fail He does not, and He brings in help in both cases, and so it is touching to read in the scripture in 2 Kings 4 how the prophet handled the boy; he “lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and bent over him” (2 Kings 4: 34)—this suggests the love he had for him. When we on our side fail the Lord brings in the richest provision of help. And so the young boy could be brought back to life through this embrace of the tender-hearted prophet. 

It also has touched me very much as I was reading the account in Acts 20 how Paul enfolded that young boy in his arms. The verb has in the original text two intensifying prefixes, suggesting a very warm and very affectionate embrace. Indeed, that whole chapter has been called a chapter of love, a chapter of embraces—it starts with an embrace, in the midst of it we have an embrace, and in the end there are embraces. The apostle Paul was embracing the saints when taking leave of them, he enfolds the young man in his embrace, and in the end the believers were falling on his neck, weeping that they would no more see his face. Full of love is this wonderful chapter! Well then, how great is the loving labour of the Lord who makes up for what has been neglected. That, of course, does not free us from what is needed on our side. Let then the young brethren lean upon the great and all-satisfying provision of our Lord, upon His left hand which is always to be under their head; and let us 

who are older give ourselves.to be at the disposal of our Lord, to be His left hand and to support the weary head of our young people. 

Indeed, it means very much. In this world there is increasing evil on every side. We know that our path in this world is difficult and will be more and more difficult; it is dark, and will be darker and darker; so then let the head of our young brethren lean upon the mighty arm of our Lord, and let us help them that they might find His arm, that they might find help in the midst of the assembly. The apostle Paul said that there were “not many fathers” (1 

Corinthians 4: 15); let us pray for more of them; let us grow to be fathers who are able to give fatherly help to the young brethren. 

I very much love the book of the prophet Habakkuk. I have read from it especially because the name Habakkuk means ‘embrace’. Indeed, in his prophecy we may see a wonderful illustration of what I have read in the Song of Solomon. There is the first chapter in which we can see the weary head of the prophet. What he sees! “Jehovah, how long shall I cry and thou wilt not hear? I cry out unto thee, Violence! and thou dost not save. Why dost thou cause me to see iniquity, and lookest thou upon grievance? For spoiling and violence are before me; and there is strife, and contention riseth up. Therefore the law is powerless, and justice doth never go forth; for the wicked encompasseth the righteous; therefore judgment goeth forth perverted” (Habakkuk 1: 2–4). That is indeed a weary head, seeing iniquity, seeing righteousness trampled underfoot. Well, do we not see things like that in our time? Indeed we do, and there is very much which is apt to make our head tired. 

But then, how wonderful is the answer of the Lord! I think in Habakkuk 2 we find the Lord’s 

left hand put under the prophet’s head—“And, Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie—though it tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come, it will not delay. Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him—but the just shall live by his faith” (Habakkuk 2: 2–4). It is that very same verse which is three times quoted in Paul’s epistles, but I especially love the quotation in Hebrews where we find a wonderful encouragement and help for us, based upon that verse. Let us read the account in Hebrews—“For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay. 

But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him. 

But we are not drawers back to perdition, but of faith to saving the soul” (Hebrews 10: 37–39). Well, that is the left hand of the Lord under the head; and then that marvellous unfolding follows of what faith is, illustrated by so many beautiful examples from the Scriptures of men and women of faith. Dear young brethren, read the epistle to the Hebrews! It is a wonderfully comforting and encouraging one, especially this part of it, really a very precious answer of love to the sorrows and exercises of our path in this age, especially for the young brethren. 

Let us lean upon the left hand of the Lord! 

And then I think in the third chapter, which I have read from, we have the embrace. It is a wonderful result of that conversation of the prophet with God. How greatly is he encouraged now to enjoy positively the love of the Lord! I very often think of this very precious scripture; it is an Old Testament one, but it very much links with what we have referred to in our readings about the “high mountains of Israel”, Ezekiel 34: 14. It says in the end, ‘And he will make me to walk upon my 

high places’ (Habakkuk 3:19). How great is that! That is, the “mountains”, the “high mountains of Israel”, suggesting the most elevated position of Christ and the assembly, we can call ‘ my high places’. All that which is here below is in the shadow, and should there be no earthly blessing—indeed the people of Israel were promised to have earthly blessings—

but in this passage here the prophet looks beyond that, beyond the earthly blessings of Israel, and appreciates God’s own presence and God’s own embrace, rejoicing not in the fruit in the vines, not in the fig tree, not in the olive tree and in the fields and in the herds in the stall, not in that. Those things were blessings, but they were earthly blessings; he rejoices in Jehovah, 

“I will joy in the God of my salvation. Jehovah, the Lord; is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds’ feet” (verses 18, 19). 

That brings us back again to the Song of Solomon where the bridegroom is compared with “a gazelle or a young hart”, “Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills” (Song of Songs 2: 8, 9). The prophet Habakkuk says, “He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet”; so that following Him, following Him on “my high places”, is truly the embrace of His love, bringing us where He is, to enjoy that wonderful position with Him and in Him, for His pleasure, and for the pleasure of His Father and our Father, His God and our God; that is truly the fervent embrace of His love. Dear brethren, let us have this impression in our hearts; let Him take the care of all our things. He said, Do not be careful as to them; your heavenly Father knows what your need is. And if there is iniquity around us, if we see justice trampled underfoot and violence prevailing; let us lean without any doubts upon the faithful arm of our Lord, and let Him satisfy our hearts. He will see to that, for “he that comes will come, and will not delay”, Hebrews 10: 37. Let us 

look forward to that wonderful event and enjoy the embrace of His love, on our high places, for they are our high places, for what is His is ours as well; He will share all His things with us. 

Address in Auckland, N.Z.,
23 June 1990 

 


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:6 (JND) [6] His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me.

2 Kings 4:17-36 (JND) [17] And the woman conceived, and bore a son at that appointed time in the next year as Elisha had said to her. [18] And the child grew, and it came to pass one day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. [19] And he said to his father, My head, my head! And he said to the servant, Carry him to his mother. [20] And he carried him, and brought him to his mother; and he sat on her knees till noon, and died. [21] And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut [the door] upon him, and went out. [22] And she called to her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, and I will run to the man of God, and come again. [23] And he said, Why wilt thou go to him to-day? It is neither new moon nor sabbath. And she said, [It is] well. [24] Then she saddled the ass, and said to her servant, Drive and go forward; slack not the riding for me, except I bid thee. [25] And she went and came to the man of God, to mount Carmel. And it came to pass when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, there is the Shunammite: [26] run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she said, It is well. [27] And she came to the man of God to the mountain, and caught him by the feet; and Gehazi drew near to thrust her away; but the man of God said, Let her alone, for her soul is troubled within her, and Jehovah has hidden it from me, and has not told me. [28] And she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me? …

Acts 20:7-12 (JND) [7] And the first day of the week, we being assembled to break bread, Paul discoursed to them, about to depart on the morrow. And he prolonged the discourse till midnight. [8] And there were many lights in the upper room where we were assembled. [9] And a certain youth, by name Eutychus, sitting at the window-opening, overpowered by deep sleep, while Paul discoursed very much at length, having been overpowered by the sleep, fell from the third story down to the bottom, and was taken up dead. [10] But Paul descending fell upon him, and enfolding [him] [in his arms], said, Be not troubled, for his life is in him. [11] And having gone up, and having broken the bread, and eaten, and having long spoken until daybreak, so he went away. [12] And they brought [away] the boy alive, and were no little comforted.

Habakkuk 3:17-19 (JND) [17] For though the fig-tree shall not blossom, Neither shall fruit be in the vines; The labour of the olive-tree shall fail, And the fields shall yield no food; The flock shall be cut off from the fold, And there shall be no herd in the stalls: [18] Yet I will rejoice in Jehovah, I will joy in the God of my salvation. [19] Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds' [feet], And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments.

John 13:23-25 (JND) [23] Now there was at table one of his disciples in the bosom of Jesus, whom Jesus loved. [24] Simon Peter makes a sign therefore to him to ask who it might be of whom he spoke. [25] But he, leaning on the breast of Jesus, says to him, Lord, who is it?

Matthew 6 (JND) [1] Take heed not to do your alms before men to be seen of them, otherwise ye have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. [2] When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory from men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. [3] But thou, when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does; …

Matthew 6:25-26 (JND) [25] For this cause I say unto you, Do not be careful about your life, what ye should eat and what ye should drink; nor for your body what ye should put on. Is not the life more than food, and the body than raiment? [26] Look at the birds of the heaven, that they sow not, nor reap, nor gather into granaries, and your heavenly Father nourishes them. Are *ye* not much more excellent than they?

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

2 Kings 4 (JND) [1] And a woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried to Elisha saying, Thy servant my husband is dead, and thou knowest that thy servant feared Jehovah; and the creditor is come to take my two children to be bondmen. [2] And Elisha said to her, What shall I do for thee? Tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thy handmaid has not anything at all in the house but a pot of oil. [3] And he said, Go, borrow for thyself vessels abroad from all thy neighbours, empty vessels; let it not be few; …

2 Kings 4:34 (JND) [34] And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands, and bent over him; and the flesh of the child grew warm.

Acts 20 (JND) [1] But after the tumult had ceased, Paul having called the disciples to [him] and embraced [them], went away to go to Macedonia. [2] And having passed through those parts, and having exhorted them with much discourse, he came to Greece. [3] And having spent three months [there], a treacherous plot against him having been set on foot by the Jews, as he was going to sail to Syria, [the] resolution was adopted of returning through Macedonia. …

Habakkuk 1:2-4 (JND) [2] Jehovah, how long shall I cry and thou wilt not hear? I cry out unto thee, Violence! and thou dost not save. [3] Why dost thou cause me to see iniquity, and lookest thou upon grievance? For spoiling and violence are before me; and there is strife, and contention riseth up. [4] Therefore the law is powerless, and justice doth never go forth; for the wicked encompasseth the righteous; therefore judgment goeth forth perverted.

Habakkuk 2 (JND) [1] I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will look forth to see what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer as to my reproof. [2] And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it. [3] For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come, it will not delay. …

Habakkuk 2:2-4 (JND) [2] And Jehovah answered me and said, Write the vision, and engrave it upon tablets, that he may run that readeth it. [3] For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but it hasteth to the end, and shall not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; for it will surely come, it will not delay. [4] Behold, his soul is puffed up, it is not upright within him: but the just shall live by his faith.

Hebrews 10:37-39 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay. [38] But the just shall live by faith; and, if he draw back, my soul does not take pleasure in him. [39] But *we* are not drawers back to perdition, but of faith to saving [the] soul.

Ezekiel 34:14 (JND) [14] I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there shall they lie down in a good fold, and in a fat pasture they shall feed upon the mountains of Israel.

Habakkuk 3:19 (JND) [19] Jehovah, the Lord, is my strength, And he maketh my feet like hinds' [feet], And he will make me to walk upon my high places. To the chief Musician. On my stringed instruments.

Song of Solomon 2:8-9 (JND) [8] The voice of my beloved! Behold, he cometh Leaping upon the mountains, Skipping upon the hills. [9] My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart. Behold, he standeth behind our wall, He looketh in through the windows, Glancing through the lattice.

Hebrews 10:37 (JND) [37] For yet a very little while he that comes will come, and will not delay.



THEY HELPED, AND THEN WENT OUT OF SIGHT

J. R. Surtees 

2 Kings 5: 13, 14; Job 33: 1–7; Acts 22: 12–16 

These scriptures speak in a simple way of persons who were used to help. Scripture is full of instruction in those who serve, who come into the picture, so to speak, and who serve, and who go out of sight again afterwards. That is a fine thing, I believe. They do not do more, or try to do more, than they have the impression of, or the commission for, and are effective in what they do. Scripture is full of such persons, not all of them older ones either; some are children, the little maid, for example, earlier in this chapter; she serves according to her measure and speaks of what she knows as to the prophet in Israel and the faith that she has as to Naaman’s leprosy, and out of the picture she goes. 

Well, I desire to speak simply in this connection as to the thought of teaching and admonishing; Scripture speaks of doing this “in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs”. Colossians 3: 16. It is not that I am able for all the detail of how that may work out, but I think there is an attractive thread in the Scriptures as to teaching and admonishing in a positive way, in a living way, and 

in an effective way, in a way in which the position that I take is not in any way taking me out of the place in which I belong, or giving me a place for which I am not qualified. The Scripture allows us to see, I think, that there is something for all, there is a place for all to fill, there is something for each to do. 

So this man Naaman needed help. We often speak of Naaman; he was a captain. I suppose he would have been called Captain Naaman. He had a place and evidently God honoured him in it. He had many to help him besides the little maid that we spoke of; he had these servants. 

They were evidently not part of his military retinue; they did not have to salute and say ‘Sir’. 

They could draw near; they were persons who had that grace and that liberty. More than that, they spoke to him in a remarkable way—“My father”—they all said it apparently; they drew near together, however many there were. He took ten changes of raiment with him and no doubt it was a splendid sort of train that went from the king of Syria to Samaria. I suppose all over it you saw Naaman, from start to finish. Everything would reflect his public image in all its array. Then when Elisha did not even come out and talk to him he thought it was a big let-down, did he not? Well, I suppose that what his servants said to him was, in substance. If you are to get the blessing then your status and self-opinionation have got to go. So they drew near. Paul knew that if he was going to help those in Corinth he must love them; even if he was less loved as a result of seeking to help them it would still not affect the position, because he would love them the more. 

So these servants knew what it was to draw near. They would not try to catch Naaman out; they were not trying to do that; they had not got 

their own thoughts in mind at all, their own impressions or their own well-being. They did not want promotion or anything of that, they just said the truth—“If the prophet had bidden thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it?” He was able for great things. 

Naaman. I suppose he was self-confident. Mr. Raven said that new birth strikes at the root of that sort of thing, the root of self-confidence. Well, Naaman was self-confident and whether or not the prophet’s word meant anything to him at the time is a question, but after these servants had spoken to him the prophet’s words sank into his soul. They said, “how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean?” 

It is interesting that the servants say, “how much rather then, when he says to thee”; not that 

‘he has said to thee’, but “when he says to thee, Wash and be clean?”. So the prophet’s word was still in their hearts, and thus they helped Naaman down. Can we do that? It was an admonition, but there was teaching in it. I suppose they would feel their loyalty to Naaman as never before, and no doubt his affection and regard for his servants would be such as it had never been before; he would see that this had to do with his salvation—“how much rather”. 

What an appeal there is in that, is there not? They were not telling him what to do. The world is not short of people who think that they have the capacity to tell others what to do; we all know that. They were not telling him what to do, they were saying, This is the truth. They were saying, ‘Now, Naaman, you know that if the prophet had bidden thee do some mighty act you would have shone at it; probably nobody else around here could have done it better than you; but all he says to you is, “Wash and be clean”. Never mind about the rivers; never mind about your status’, (that is all part of Naaman that 

had to go)—“Wash and be clean”. That would remind us of John 9, would it not? The man went and washed and came seeing. The moral side is in that. Are we ready for that? Down into the Jordan Naaman plunged seven times, “And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean”. Still the same man; still with the same name, possibly still the same job. But instead of the office making the man, the man would make the office now. 

Naaman was clean; Naaman was in accordance with the word of God. The servants of Naaman would be a company for help such as they never could have given before. 

Well, I read in Job. Job had a trying time. We get one or two references to months in Job. I do not know whether that indicates that the discipline lasted for some months or maybe years, but it was very severe. Job agitated his friends so-called, and they agitated him, and one thing led to another and they all said things for which they would have been sorry afterwards; we all know the history. So it went on and there seemed to be no end to it, and evidently Elihu listened all that time. That is to his credit, I think, and then he draws near to Job. There is much that he says, and the remarkable thing is that it does not record, as far as I am aware, that Job says anything at all to Elihu. Elihu was able to say a good deal but there is a difference in his approach and substance, and then he disappears from view. These others made a claim to have some understanding of why Job was disciplined, but Elihu says he is just the same, “I also am formed out of the clay”; he is no different. He is young; Job is not young and apparently the friends of Job are not young either. So Elihu draws near and he says, “My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart, and my lips shall utter knowledge purely”. There was no secondary or ulterior motive with Elihu; he had much to speak of, much to point out to Job that was not quite right with him. Grace is evident in Elihu’s words. How he draws near to Job! 

Job had not experienced this previously, indeed at one earlier stage it says that they sat down for seven days and seven nights without saying a word. Just think of that! All of them; Job in his distress, and the other three pretending to know why, and yet they all sit down there for a week and say nothing. What sort of situation is that? Do we know anything about that? Have we ever known anything like that in our localities? Or in our homes, have we ever known anything like that? Elihu would not permit such a situation, not at all. He said he was ready to burst, but he says at the same time that he was just a man, as Job was. He had something from God to say to Job, but before saying it he would like to draw near and assure Job in what he said that he wanted to justify him. He says, “If thou hast anything to say, answer me; speak, for I desire to justify thee” (Job 33: 32). 

Well, this was the turning point in Job’s history; he found himself in a whirlwind after it and God spoke to Job out of the whirlwind. Much soul-searching must have gone on, and Job evidently got the gain of it. There was what Job said in response Godward showing his experience with God “Thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine”, (Job 42: 1), and other things. It also says that “Jehovah turned the captivity of Job, when he had prayed for his friends” (Job 42: 10), those who had tried, as it would appear, to help him, but who had in fact really only justified themselves. Job spoke rightly of Jehovah, and he also prayed for his friends; at that point the captivity of Job is turned. He was changed, things would be different; his illness, I suppose, went. No doubt his spirit of self-justification had already gone. Jehovah blessed him with what he had never had before. 

Well, I read of Ananias. We get more, I think, in this account of Ananias than we do in Acts 9. The Lord Jesus reveals to Saul of Tarsus that he will get help by going into the city there “it shall be told thee what thou must do”, Acts 9: 6. So we get this remarkable man Ananias, pious, and borne witness to by the local brethren. Paul says, “Coming to me and standing by me, (he) said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And I in the same hour, received my sight and saw him”. That would remain in Paul’s experience that as opening his eyes and receiving his sight the first person he saw was Ananias. There was this man who had a little question, as we know from earlier scriptures, as to whether he was right in bringing in such a one as Saul of Tarsus, and then Paul’s eyes are opened and he sees Ananias. It says, “laying his hands upon him” in Acts 9, here it says, “standing by me, (he) said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight”. 

This man Saul was outrageous, he was a murderer, he was a blasphemer, he compelled the saints to blaspheme—he says so—entering into houses and dragging people off; he was violent. We have received in the teaching that there are two ways in which the devil acts, and they never change; he has not any fresh ideas, they always are the same, and the two ways are either corruption or violence. If he cannot destroy the saints by violence he will try to destroy them by corruption; he will do what he can to lead the saints into corruption—Beware! 

Beware of the world and all that is in it because it is the devil’s means of leading saints, especially young people, if at all possible into corruption; he will do that if he can; that is one of his ways of acting. 

Here it was by violence, Paul was violent, vicious, like a roaring lion he imposed terror upon the saints. Here he was, and here was Ananias standing by him, saying, “Brother Saul, receive thy sight”. What a change had come about! We have often heard that we receive things as we are ready to receive them; they come into our history and into our souls and become part of us as we are ready for them. Well, much had happened during the three days when Saul had not sight. He was praying; then Ananias came along and said, “Brother Saul”, and there Saul saw him. He would see a brother. He had seen, no doubt, many believers, seen much that perplexed him in the endurance of the saints, much that perplexed him in their meekness, the evidences of the work of God that would have come to light in the saints that had been persecuted for their Saviour and Master. He saw the same substance, but it was for him now; it was towards him, standing by him—not against him, but standing by him. Have you ever known that, a brother standing by you? Said of Tarsus began his history with a brother standing by him. 

Ananias then goes on to say, “The God of our fathers has chosen thee beforehand to know his will, and to see the just one, and to hear a voice out of his mouth”. These are depths here, are they not? “has chosen thee beforehand to know his will”. I suppose that would be understood through history with God, to know His will, to prove it. Scripture speaks about proving the good and acceptable and perfect will of God (Romans 12: 2), proving it. That would be one thing, and to “see the just one, and to hear a voice out of his mouth; for thou shalt be a witness for him to all men of what thou hast seen and heard”. What a prophetic word this was! Just one hearer with one speaking, and no distance between them; no feeling of insufficiency or self-occupation; no apology on the part of Ananias for saying what he did say, and no doubt, or anything like that, expressed by Saul of Tarsus. 

What a moment in their histories, both of them. 

And then Ananias says, “And now why lingerest thou?” Now this is the brother; what he said before was no doubt a word from the Lord and prophetic, but this is the brother coming in now “Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, calling on his name”. Now that was a brotherly word, was it not?—teaching and admonishing. It has struck me more than once if there is any expression in the Scriptures of teaching and admonishing in the way of psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, this would be an example of it. Saul of Tarsus just needed helping on, as Naaman did, and as Job did. They were both at the point where they had received something and they could either go back on it all and lose all the gain of it, or with the touch of somebody ready to help they could just be helped on into the reality of it. 

So that is what he says, “And now why lingerest thou?” Do not think of yourself and your own insufficiency—“why lingerest thou? Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, calling on his name”. Paul was to open up those truths, the teaching of baptism and the reality of calling on His name. These things would come into Paul’s ministry in the way of enlargement and fulness. They bring their own tests, and there are brethren who are in the gain of the truth and in the liberty of the Spirit and ready to help us all, and slip out of sight afterwards, as these persons did. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Colchester
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Scripture references

2 Kings 5:13-14 (JND) [13] And his servants drew near, and spoke to him and said, My father, [if] the prophet had bidden thee [do some] great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he says to thee, Wash and be clean? [14] Then he went down, and plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God. And his flesh became again like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

Job 33:1-7 (JND) [1] Howbeit, Job, I pray thee, hear mine utterances, and hearken to all my words. [2] Behold now, I have opened my mouth, my tongue speaketh in my palate, [3] My words shall be of the uprightness of my heart, and my lips shall utter knowledge purely. [4] The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me life. [5] If thou canst, answer me; array [thy words] before me: take thy stand. [6] Behold, before God I am as thou; I also am formed out of the clay. [7] Behold, my terror shall not make thee afraid, nor my burden be heavy upon thee.

Acts 22:12-16 (JND) [12] And a certain Ananias, a pious man according to the law, borne witness to by all the Jews who dwelt [there], [13] coming to me and standing by me, said to me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight. And *I*, in the same hour, received my sight and saw him. [14] And he said, The God of our fathers has chosen thee beforehand to know his will, and to see the just one, and to hear a voice out of his mouth; [15] for thou shalt be a witness for him to all men of what thou hast seen and heard. [16] And now why lingerest thou? Arise and get baptised, and have thy sins washed away, calling on his name.

Colossians 3:16 (JND) [16] Let the word of the Christ dwell in you richly, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another, in psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to God.

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Job 33:32 (JND) [32] If thou hast anything to say, answer me; speak, for I desire to justify thee.

Job 42:1 (JND) [1] And Job answered Jehovah and said,

Job 42:10 (JND) [10] And Jehovah turned the captivity of Job, when he had prayed for his friends; and Jehovah gave Job twice as much as he had before.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 9:6 (JND) [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



EXTRACTS

Evil and good came to an issue at the cross. It was the turning-point; it was where the two met. And now the whole question is, Am I with the world that turned Christ out, or with Christ whom the world turned out? There is nothing like the cross. It is both the righteousness of God against sin, and the righteousness of God in pardoning sin. It is the end of the world of judgment, and the beginning of the world of life. It is the work that put away sin, and yet it is the greatest sin that ever was committed. The more we think of it, the more we see it is the turning-point of everything. So, if a person follows the world, he is an enemy of the cross of Christ. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’. Vol. 27, p.202) 

It is not so much what one does, or what one is, but what one is to Him; and not to Him only, but to His own here. Can anything conduce more to render my stay in this scene happy and cheerful, however enfeebled in health, or tried in circumstances, than the simple fact that, staying here, I can please my Lord, and be in fellowship with His interests in His people? 

J. B. Stoney (Vol. 12, p.236) 

... God cannot own the flesh in us; it is not simply the rejection of it in its gross form, but the flesh in every form; it is the man gone You are prepared for the power of the Spirit; you are not prepared for the power of the Spirit except as you are consciously weak in the flesh, for you would naturally cling to the flesh; but everything is gone in circumcision. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 8, pp.350, 351)
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