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THE LORD’S COMING

Hebrews 9: 24–28; John 14: 1–6; 1 John 3: 1–6; Revelation 3: 8, 10, 11 

RT  I thought the Lord may help us to speak of His soon return; something that should be of prime interest to every believer. The Lord left it to be the hope of His saints that He was coming again. The devil has sought to nullify it and has been largely successful; not saying that the Lord will not come, but that He delays to come. You can see that came in very quickly in the history of the church. People began to doubt if He was coming, they doubted the fact of the resurrection and the result is that people have been put to sleep; consciences have become dulled and hearts have become laden with cares of life. It is very obvious that a great deal of our anxieties, troubles in many ways are extended because we have lost the hope or the expectancy that He is coming soon. If we knew that He was coming tonight we would be very active, would we not? Just let us think for a moment about our own hearts. If the Lord was coming just now is there something we would like to do first, some place we would like to go, and some ambition we would like to realise first? These are things that the enemy, because of our weakness, works on to hinder the joy and the expectation of His coming soon. 

I read the scripture in Hebrews to show that there was nothing to hinder Him from coming. He has already laid the groundwork to have His own with Him in eternal conditions, having been once manifested. In John’s gospel He is leaving the disciples and directs their hearts to another world. Someone has well said, from John 13 onwards the word is there instead of here. I think that is very appropriate, that everything is centring the hope of the saints on there above, instead of here below. These things, dear brethren, test us as we think of them, because most of our hopes are here; but the Lord’s grace in these chapters in John is to transfer them to “where I am”. In John’s epistle we just get a touch of the effect it has upon us, and we may consider Revelation where we will see the practical effects on our life. 

But, first of all, I thought in Hebrews, the Lord would endear Himself to our hearts, because the whole matter depends on our affection for Christ. The reason the enemy has gained so much ground is that the Lord has lost His place in the affections of His people. He came once to resolve the sin question and to settle the question of our sins—now that, dear brethren, should endear Him to our affections. He did not do that to leave us here, He did that to secure the ground that we may soon be with Him. People publicly say, Where is He, what is He doing, but John 14 and Hebrews 9: 24 show us He is very active; and He would have us to be active in our affections in looking for Him. I trust the Lord will guide us and the Spirit will touch our hearts as to how He has met our condition and our sins, in “having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him”. It means that we are expectant, there is nothing to be done, He has settled the sin question, He has established His rights to the whole universe, and in the appearing, as it is spoken of in Scripture, He will take them up. But first, He shall appear to those that look for Him, without having to say to sin. It means it is a settled matter in my life, that sins are not hindering or disturbing my relations with Christ; I am expecting Him soon to come and take me to be with Himself. 

DTP  That is certainly an encouraging line to occupy us; indeed we need to be occupied with it in our daily lives. I was just thinking of Mary, she felt the loss of the Lord and went to the tomb, but then she is directed to the saints, to prove really what was there livingly, that had their interest in Himself. These things would be an encouragement to us in our assembling, to be together, because that is where we prove something that the Spirit gives. 

RT  Yes, she brings up the point we have stressed, that it is affection that finds Him. The disciples did not find Him, but she was one who felt that she could not live here without Him. We often criticise Mary, but she was a young sister who felt that she could not live here without Him, and she found Him. The others were at their own home, it seemed, but she could not be satisfied without Him. That shows the need for our affections being kept alive, and I think it would touch us all as to how, in the incarnation and in His death, the Lord has dealt with everything that stood in the way of coming again to have His own with Him in eternal conditions. 

DM Jr  I noticed during the week it says, “For whoso findeth me findeth life, and obtaineth favour of Jehovah”, Proverbs 8: 35. 

RT  Well, it says earlier, “they that seek me early shall find me” (Proverbs 8: 17), and that was Mary. That is life in a scene of death, because that is what we are in; but He is to be found in the circle where He is loved, and He is to be found nourishing our affections in view of keeping them alive until the time when He comes to meet us in the air. 

TDB  Is His coming to be a governing factor in our lives? I was thinking of the apostle when he says, “for me to live is Christ” (Philippians 1: 21), he lived with that kind of outlook. 

RT  Well, it is very encouraging, when Christ, who is our life shall appear, it will not be a surprise to us, but it may test our affections. I sometimes wonder myself if I would recognise Him; do I know His voice enough to be ready to answer to His call? These things   are learned in our pathways, as we are brought to appreciate the glory of His work, that He has cleared everything out of the way that it may be true that we find He is our life. 

GCMcK  It is touching that He was offered to bear the sins of many, and then He is going to come in view of salvation. Does the same love lie behind both would you say, the bearing of our sins, and then to come to take us completely out of this scene of adversity? 

RT  Yes, it says He has been once manifested to put away sin by His sacrifice. It was not an act of power that atoned, He took a body, “But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for the putting away of sin by his sacrifice”. That is, He put it away from before God, He broke its power as the dominating principle of the world; it is still here but its power has been broken by the manifestation of Himself. Then it comes much nearer, “And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment; thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many”. Well, dear brethren, we put ourselves in there, that He was once offered to bear our sins, so there is no cloud to hinder us from looking for Him. If we were in our sins, if there is sin unjudged in our life, we will dread the fact that He is coming. But He has been once offered to bear those sins. He has taken them away so that my conscience is clear and my heart is kept alive to be among those that look for Him. He is coming to receive to Himself those whose sins have been washed away in His precious blood. 

RG  Is that what Paul delights to commend in the Thessalonians? He says “how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath”, 1 Thessalonians 1: 9, 10. 

RT  I meant to refer to that as the normal Christian position, to turn to God from idols, that is our first step, that we turned away from idolatry, that means other gods; and to serve the living and true God, awaiting His Son, shows how their affections were stirred up. These were young Christians, newly converted, and this was their life, looking for His Son from heaven. 

JTB(Gr)  I suppose that is intended to be an immediate and continual consequence of putting our trust and faith in the finished work of Christ. 

RT  He did not take away our sins to leave a void, but that He may fill our heart with Himself, and with the gift of the Spirit. But largely what has happened is persons having their sins forgiven and they settle down; then what happens is, as the Lord says in that parable, the enemy comes back and he finds the house unoccupied, swept and adorned, and fills it with doubts and fears and confusion (see Matthew 12: 44, 45). Persons may be saved at the end, but in the meantime their hearts are left in a confused state as the enemy has come back and occupied them. 

CKR  So the word here is “look for him”. Could you say a  bit more on that because it is about your outlook? The event is one thing, precious as that is, but it is the Person, you are looking for Him. 

RT  That brings us to John 14, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself’. I thought we may link John 14 with the verse in Hebrews that He has gone into heaven itself. I am often charmed with that verse. I can understand Him going into heaven, He had a right to be there in the glory of His Person, but the verse does not finish there, it says He has gone “into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us”. You have a place there, dear brother and sister! Think of that day by day in your exercises; Christ is in the presence of God to appear before the face of God for us. The type is the high priest in Exodus 28 who went in with the breast-plate on his breast and every name was on it. He has given us a place there. Does that not lift our hearts away from here to there? That is where our place is, the Father’s house, what a place! But He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. Well, there is something of the Lord’s longings. What about ours? 

DTP  So, occupation with Christ really is the great preservative for us in our lives, is it not? If you are occupied with Christ you leave the things that are related to this scene, and what you find is everything that is glorious is in that blessed Man. That is a stay and comfort to the soul. 

RT  Yes, and occupation with Him where He is. Largely as you speak to people, they speak about Christ where He was, and what He did, but how much do we know about Him where He is and what He is doing. He has gone into heaven to appear before the face of God for us; that is His occupation today; great high priest, apostle, mediator, active that we may know Him as He is. Not only a historical Jesus that was a man here once, who died for me, but He lives for me in the power of a life that is soon going to manifest itself in a fresh way, in coming to receive us to Himself. 

NJH  The Lord Jesus has a lot to say in these chapters as to the Holy Spirit. I was just thinking what you said earlier as to these chapters, it is there and here, is that important? I was thinking how He enters into the preparing of our outlook; Christ-ward He enters into the matter of saying “come” and as to us it is “Behold the bridegroom” (Matthew 25: 6), is that right? 

RT  Yes, that is possibly one of the first things the Lord did as He went into heaven; he sent the Holy Spirit, another Comforter, that is part of His activity. I have often been touched that the Spirit of God, a divine Person, has that title, another Comforter. They had known the Lord’s comfort, but He says, I will send another Comforter that He may be with you for ever, and it says, that He may be in you, to be our link with Christ where He is and our place there with Him in glory. 

NJH  We should really have the same outlook as the Spirit. 

RT  Well, that will be the great climax of this dispensation. A divine Person and a creature vessel will say the same word at the same time, “Come”. That shows how near we have been brought into the divine thoughts that the Spirit and the bride say “Come”. 

JAB  At the end of Revelation He said, “I come quickly”, and He said that twice. Why did He say “I come quickly” when He knew that at least two thousand years would elapse before He came? 

RT  I do not know. He does not speak of it that way. When asked about times and seasons, He says I leave that in the Father’s authority (see Acts 1: 7; Matthew 24: 36). I think “I come quickly” is not so much a matter of time, it is His attitude and disposition, and you can see that in those chapters in John; He is not speaking of it being two thousand years away. He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. He has the rights to the whole universe, but the present period that we are in is a peculiar time. It does not form part of prophecy, it is a time when the Lord is engaged exclusively with the saints of the assembly; and He would remind them that that is His whole occupation, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself’. 

JAB  So, is there something that has been worked out in the length of this dispensation that could not have been worked out any other way? 

RT  I think so. Maybe the length of time is because we are not ready. The Lord saying “I come quickly” shows He is ready. He has cleared the ground, but it may be (these things we can just think about) we are holding it up, like Laodicea for example, through not being ready. He is saying, I am ready, and He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. 

JAB  It is helpful, I am glad of what you say. 

RT  Well, it is true that The Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you”, 2 Peter 3: 9. He once in the consummation of the ages dealt with everything that needed to be done. If He had come in the early Acts, it would have been a very fine assembly, but you and I would not have been in it; hosts would not have been there. The length of the dispensation is not because there is any further work to be done, save to gather together the great wonderful company that will be presented in Revelation 21. 

GBG  “Receive you to myself” is what is for the Lord’s own heart, do you think? 

RT  You will enjoy it also, will you not? 

GBG  Oh yes, that is right. In the resurrection He says, “I will see you again” (John 16: 22); so there is the Lord’s side, that is the resurrection; when He says “shall receive you to myself”—that is the church complete for His own heart. 

RT  And in His beauty dressed. Yes, it brings up His joy, I am glad you refer to that, it is His expectation; it is ours (if it is) but it is His prime expectation, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”, that will be in His Father’s house. 

RG  “I am coming” is characteristic, is it not? He is not putting it off, He does not say, I will come, He says, “I am coming”; that is the characteristic heart of the Man that beats in heaven, and His characteristic is that He is on the move. 

RT  Yes, I remember it once being described very simply that a child was crying and the mother just shouted ‘coming’ and the child stopped crying. The mother knew that the child needed her, and she just said ‘coming’. I think that is just like this; He knows we need Him and says that He is coming to receive us to Himself; then the distance will be over for us. But what a joy for Him to receive the assembly to Himself and see then the glory of His workmanship, see then what this time of patience and waiting has yielded; He will have His bride, suited to be with Him in eternal conditions. 

JSp  In the parable He says, “Trade while I am coming”, Luke 19: 13. Is that not to enrich the saints in the glory of the Person, so that when He does come there will be something worked out by the Spirit that will be a suitable vessel for Himself? I was thinking of the time that has elapsed, it is so that we can be enriched in the glory of the Person. The Spirit of God is active, is He not? I am thinking of the journey of Rebecca to Isaac, it was a very prosperous journey; typical of the Spirit of God bringing out the glories of the heavenly Man. 

RT  Yes, indeed, the time publicly may seem wasted, but in the inside you can see there is a great work going on. It is not sinners that are going to be taken to heaven, they would not be happy there. There is nothing going to be taken to heaven except what has come out of heaven, and that is at the present time, the work of the Spirit of God, forming this wonderful vessel, the assembly, to be suited to heavenly conditions. It has been often said that the assembly is heavenly in origin and heavenly in destiny; in the meantime, she is taking on these heavenly features, and soon to be at home. 

EJM  In Exodus 21 it says, “he shall be his bondman for ever” (Exodus 21: 6). Do you think that shows He is serving His own today, interceding? 

RT  Well, he said distinctly, “I love my master, my wife, and my children”. You can see from John 14 onward there are communications going on all the time between Christ and His own. These things are part of the trading that has been spoken of, trading with heavenly light and heavenly things and acquiring substance, so that the Lord is securing a company in this dispensation that has a distinctive glory. 

MC  What we touch at the Supper by way of experience in our spirits would engender a greater desire to see the Lord in actuality and to be with Him. We do see His glory, do we not, as by the Spirit? and when we see Him actually we shall see Him as He is. 

RT  Yes, and we shall be like Him. I am glad you bring in the Supper; He says in this chapter “I am coming to you”, that is what is filling out this dispensation, that He comes to us. He is coming for us, but He comes to us, and then at the appearing he will come with us, that is spoken of distinctly in Scripture. It may seem a long time but what wonderful results there will be when He comes to appear to take up His rights. He will bring with Him what has been formed in this waiting time. 

DTP  The suffering side relates to the assembly too, does it not? It maybe comes in more in the wifely side; the bridal side is more the side of joy, but the wifely side works out something. It has been a long period and that brings in an appreciation of grace, which would lead us on then to take on glory, would it not? 

RT  Well, there will be no glory without suffering. The Lord says that about Himself, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”, Luke 24: 26. In the suffering there is something formed that is not superficial, that is why she is called the bride, the Lamb’s wife, because she has been identified with Him in the suffering position. 

But while the sufferings are going on she has also enjoyed this inside position, that He comes, and gives us some touch of Himself as He comes. Well, it is very beautiful that He just does not say He was going, but He says, I go to prepare you a place in my Father’s house. I think that is something that we are learning, too, in this period of waiting, something of our place there in the Father’s house. 

MC  I would be glad if you could say more about that. You have spoken about the Lord being active and it is very blessed to contemplate that He is preparing such a place as this, this character of the place, would you say? 

RT  Well, I would I knew more about it. He says, “In my Father’s house there are many abodes”. It is obvious He wants to gain our confidence about it, “were it not so, I had told you—for I go to prepare you a place”. It is an area where sin or any imperfection can never enter; “my Father’s house” connects us with the purpose of God. 

RG  Do you think the two at the beginning of John’s gospel had some sense of it when he said, “Come and see”, John 1: 39? 

RT  Yes, I think they did, but it is right what you say, it was only some sense of it. 

RG  It is interesting that often in John’s gospel you get a preview, that seems to be what they got, but once they got the preview they would not be content until there was a full answer in them as to what the Father’s house was to Christ, do you think? 

RT  They abode with Him that day, what a day it must have been, and here He is, the Son, preparing a place for us in that home of love. 

GCMcK  He goes on to speak of the way, “No one comes to the Father unless by me”. It seems as if He has in His heart something like what Mr Darby has in his hymn, 

‘The Father’s glories soon 

Shall burst upon our ravished view’. (Hymn 47) 

Do you think there will be something of that as He receives us to Himself, the Father’s glories? It is clearly running through this gospel, the thought of the Father and what He was to Christ, what He would be to His own. 

RT  Yes, it is wonderful how it has been opened up to us,

‘Father, Thy love, the source of all, 

Sweeter than all it gives, 

Shines on us now without recall, 

And lasts while Jesus lives’. (Hymn 26) 

The Lord is seeking to interest us in a place far superior to anything we can ever think of here, a place there. It puts things here in a different perspective, if we were only able to enjoy it more. So, we are encouraged to seek the things that are above, not the things that are on the earth. If we had some taste of such a place, how active we would be to know more about it. If you are going away to some foreign part you get a brochure and try to find out as much as you can about it, but this is far superior to that. He has prepared a place there and says, I am coming to receive you to Myself, that we might be at home in that place; it will be far beyond our expectations but we will be perfectly at home in it, as He receives us to Himself. 

DCB  “If therefore the Son shall set you free” (John 8: 36), that is where we get His mind, that He Himself should give us the liberty of His Father’s house. 

RT  The Son setting you free is now. As you get a touch of His glory, He would set us free to look there, His Father’s house, and to explore something about it. Paul speaks about it in Ephesians, every family named of the Father; all the work of God from Adam onwards will have a place in the Father’s house, every feature Christ reflecting; family after family will be there all with their own glory and distinctiveness at home in the Father’s house. He says, “I go to prepare you a place”; that is a place of peculiar favour for the saints of the assembly. You will not find the Father’s house spoken about in the Old Testament, Israel’s hope is the millennium, but here the Lord has opened up something beyond that, He says I go to prepare you a place in this home of love. 

NJH  While it says He is coming again it does not suggest He is leaving His own area, does it? It is stressed in Thessalonians descending from heaven, and He will leave His place when it comes to His manifestation publicly, but here it seems to be that He does not leave His own area in coming again. Is that right? 

RT  That is why it goes on to say, you know where I go, and you know something about the Father’s house because no one comes to the Father but by Me. So that those things are opened up to lovers of Christ. In actuality we await the fulness of it, but in the meantime it is opened up because we know that the Man that died for our sins has gone in and is there for us. 

GBG  “I am the way”, would it be involved in that His love for His Father and the love of the Father for a Man? I wondered if we learn it in Christ, the love of a Son for a Father, the love of the Father for the Son; that is opening up this area of things for ourselves, is it not? 

RT  It brings us to know Christ and to know God in a way that He was never known before, because the man Christ Jesus, our Saviour, has gone in. And He says, “my Father and your Father”, John 20: 17. What words to fall on human ears. It connects with Hebrews, the new and living way, through the veil; by His death is the way into the whole purpose of God, to be enjoyed by us now in these conditions we are in. Now you can understand the effect this had on these grieving hearts; maybe some of ours are grieving, dear brethren, as many exercises and sorrows press on our spirits today, and here is the Lord’s word. We see things breaking up around, we have many burdens that are heavy to bear perhaps, but the Lord brings the light of this unfailing purpose into such hearts and He says “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself”. Now, are we ready for these words to be enshrined in our affections? Well, if there are any doubts, as there was with them, they say, We do not know, but He says the whole link is Me, “I am the way”. 

TDB  Mr Darby spoke in his hymn about the voice from the unseen world, is that something of this you have been speaking about? I was just thinking about “where I am”, not only to receive them to Himself, but “where I am”. 

RT  Well, it is maybe unseen but it is not to be unknown. It says, “I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me”. We often say on Lord’s day that we have access, but here is the title to the access, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me”. The way He is speaking he expects us to be interested, and to seek to explore something of our place in the Father’s house. 

DTP  What would you say about verse 10 where the Lord says, “I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me”? And 

then He goes on to speak about “the Father who abides in me, he does the works”. What would you say about these words? 

RT  Well, he is speaking there to answer the question, “Lord, shew us the Father”. He says, “He that has seen me has seen the Father”. You will not be strange, His grace, His love, His affections have all been displayed in the man Christ Jesus. Then He goes on, “The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works”. In thinking of the Lord’s coming the whole divine economy is active. We   have the Father, the Son, and the Spirit, as it says, “shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you”, Romans 8: 11. What it will be to be received into these holy habitations. 

DTP  From the divine side the time is short; we maybe find it long but the work is going on, is it not? It is the enrichment of what has to be taken out of this sphere altogether, and divine joy will be in it. 

RT  Well, we speak about the time being long, but none of us expects to be here for one hundred years; our point of looking for anything is far short of that. So, it is a short period. From Pentecost, you may say it has been long, but think of the great harvest that has been gathered in that interval. None of us can say that we are going to be here very long, so it is short. But the point is now. That is the Lord’s attitude and it is to be ours, to be ready now. 

That is what He is saying here, “I am coming”, no time is spoken. That is how the scripture presents it. It is true that Paul and Peter were told that they would die, but Paul says, “we, the living who remain”, 1 Thessalonians 4: 17. He was not looking for death, he was looking for the Lord to come. 

NMcK  Is the Father’s house an area where we enjoy known relationship? I was looking at the beginning of the previous chapter where it speaks about the Lord departing out of this world to the Father, “having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end”, John 13: 1. He was here but He was going to be with the Father and leaving His own here; but now He has in mind Him being with the Father and having His own with Him to enjoy these relationships. 

RT  It is where sons will be at home. Every family will have some mark of sonship about them, but here He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”. Sons today enjoy sonship away from home, in a sense, but there it will be sons at home in the area where everything is speaking of Christ, and everything is for the Father’s pleasure and delight. 

JMM  I was thinking of Mephibosheth, he avoided even the ordinary preoccupations of life with a view to the return of David. I wondered whether it was because he had known in practice what it was to be loved and taken into favour for Jonathan’s sake, in a certain sense typically taken into favour in the Beloved, do you think? He had known something of the kindness of God, he had sat at David’s table, these things had been practical aspects of his life; they were not theological abstractions to him. 

RT  He said, “What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?”, 2 Samuel 9: 8. I believe, dear brethren, that is the key to what we are speaking about. 

Do we really have a full sense of what it is that our sins have been forgiven us for His name’s sake? Think of God doing that! Mephibosheth knew that he deserved eternal banishment, as of the line of Saul, but David said, “Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him?”, 2 Samuel 9: 3. That is when the Lord looked on us. Has that ever flooded your heart that you were shown the kindness of God, to bring you, as it says of Mephibosheth, to “eat bread at my table continually” (2 Samuel 9: 10). Well, that is a very   fine example for us, a man who was disadvantaged in so many ways, but he was living in the sense, day by day, of divine favour. You invite him to the parties, he would not go. Men tried in that day to make a whole system of things without David but he says you will not find me there. He had neither washed his feet, nor trimmed his beard while David was away; he was loyal to the absent David because he knew something of his place as one of the king’s sons at David’s table. 

JTB(Ed)  I was just struck by the reference to the Christ in the scriptures in Hebrews. Does that inspire confidence in Him, One who is God’s anointed and has accomplished everything for God? Then, even at the end, we who are the Christ’s at His coming, we are the Lord’s possession in that way; but here it is more the name of affection, Jesus, the relationship of affection in John. In Hebrews the Christ, the One who has accomplished everything for God, what confidence it inspired; and we are the Christ’s at His coming, that is what Corinthians points out, but here it is the simple enjoyment of the facilitation of love, is it? 

RT  So that the Christ is finality, is it not? If Christ did it no one can improve on it; it has been established once in finality. But it is very beautiful what you say, this is Jesus. One of the things that will make heaven so attractive is that the Man who was here, the Man of the gospels, the Man whom we have learned to love here below, is the centre in that heavenly scene. He will make us at home in it. 

JTB(Ed)  So, He is the Son of the Father’s love here? 

RT  Yes, indeed, and everything is shining and radiating in Him, the Son of the Father’s love, for us. 

GCMcK  Is it a beautiful intimacy and holiness almost in this section, “were it not so, I had told you”? Then Thomas asks a question, and Philip, and later on Judas, not the Iscariote. Was He drawing the disciples near to Him then with a sense of intimacy, to draw them into these things, do you think? 

RT  Very beautiful. The mount of transfiguration was that; it says they talked with Him. If you look at the mount of transfiguration from one point of view it may look official, but they saw His glory and talked with Him with a sense of being at home. Formalities will be dispensed with, each will be in a body of glory, we shall be there in sonship. Jesus alone with themselves is another touch on the mount, that is exclusive, is it not? 

AMB  I was just thinking that the more we enjoy the foretaste of these things then the better prepared we are for when the Lord does come, and the more keen will be our anticipation, our looking forward to that day. Would you encourage us   to enjoy spiritually now something of what the Father’s house would be, the presence of the Lord and our link with Him and our love for Him, these things are to be real with us? 

RT  Yes, it very much goes on to John 17, that is where the Lord opens it up. He is going away but He is telling them where He is going, so that they have another interest. The enemy was going to bring in many things, the world was going to continue, rejoicing that He had been rejected, but here is a company of persons who are left, they know where He has gone, they know what He is doing, and they know they have a place where He is, and He is coming. 

AMB  The actual rapture, and the experience that will be, when it comes is not to be strange to us, it will take us into a sphere that we have already had some experience of. 

RT  That is what Mr Darby says, 

‘There no stranger-God shall meet thee— 

Stranger thou in courts above!— 

He, who to His rest shall greet thee; 

Greets thee with a well-known love’. (Hymn 76) 

It has to be something in our experience now. We learn at the Supper something of our place in the Father’s house, but how does it affect us? John’s epistle says, “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”. In the previous chapter it says, “abide in him, that if he may be manifested we may have boldness, and not be put to shame from before him at his coming”, because of the intercourse we have had with Him now. And then he says, “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he is pure”. The hope of that has a sanctifying effect on us; if I cherish that in my affections where will my chief interest be, what kind of manners will I have in a world like Mephibosheth was in? I think that he purified himself, because he had some sense of his personal link with David, even while he was rejected. 

MGW  Is this another instance where the light of something, or some wonderful truth by itself, does not mean anything unless we are actually affected by it? I am thinking of Hebrews 9, those who are looking for Him. In Luke 12 the blessedness attaches to the bondman who is watching, and now in this section does it look as though this is the believer working at his moral exercises in view of the very great blessedness of what we are coming into? 

RT  Yes, light received stimulates faith. Light itself makes us increasingly responsible, but light and faith bring experience, and what we are speaking of is experience. 

Hope is not in ourselves, to do better or be sanctified by our own abilities, but hope in Christ has a sanctifying effect and we want to be like Him in our measure now. 

RG  Do you think this is seen in the old dispensation, “Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him”, Genesis 5: 24? Do you think the walking with God was the   time of attraction, Christ becoming precious to him, to put it into where we are reading today, so that as he purified himself then the time came when God said, Come and remain with Me? 

RT  Well, in Hebrews 11 it says about Enoch, “By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him”. But then the next part is what you are saying, “for before his translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God”, Hebrews 11: 5. There is nothing going into heaven except what has come out of heaven. We say when the Lord comes He will put it all right, but that is not the attitude. He is coming to translate persons who, before the translation, have the testimony that they pleased God—Enoch walked with God. It does not say God walked with him, but he was walking in God’s circumstances, he was not trying to attach God to his circumstances, he changed his way of life, he changed his outlook to be walking with God. Now God is not in all these things that the world is going on with. If we are walking in them, dear brethren, we are not walking with God. You try to entice Enoch with all these worldly things, whatever they may be, would he be tempted? No, he would say, I am walking with God. He could not go to these social events that men have, because he was too busy walking with God. Who would want to miss that, dear brethren, by the paltry things of this world, and the temptations by which the enemy so easily deceives us? 

Now, we are not speaking of things we do not know. The enemy would use all kinds of things, even nature, our families, our possessions, to hinder us from walking with God. The Lord has opened the way that we might walk with Him. 

NJH  Enoch walked with God after he had a family. It meant he did not use any excuses to divert him from that purpose. 

RT  Well, these things are very practical. We know what family life is and family demands, but are they hindering us from walking with God? As you say, the scripture is very definite in stating that he walked with God after he had begotten sons and daughters; it meant that the family exercises did not hinder him walking with God; in fact his walking with God enabled him to be a better father, a better husband and a better brother in the local meeting. 

DTP  Is that not like what Peter says in his epistle, having done with sin (1 Peter 4: 1)? Really that condition was in Enoch, he had settled it in himself and that made him walk with God. 

RT  That is what we began with, that He has dealt with sin and has dealt with our sins, in view of holy conversations being enjoyed between Christ and His own. May these things encourage us, dear brethren, and be the hope of our hearts. 

Reading at Kirkcaldy
18 February 2006 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 9:24-28 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us: [25] nor in order that he should offer himself often, as the high priest enters into the holy places every year with blood not his own; [26] since he had [then] been obliged often to suffer from the foundation of the world. But now once in the consummation of the ages he has been manifested for [the] putting away of sin by his sacrifice. [27] And forasmuch as it is the portion of men once to die, and after this judgment; [28] thus the Christ also, having been once offered to bear the sins of many, shall appear to those that look for him the second time without sin for salvation.

John 14:1-6 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me.

1 John 3:1-6 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure. [4] Every one that practises sin practises also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. [5] And ye know that *he* has been manifested that he might take away our sins; and in him sin is not. [6] Whoever abides in him, does not sin: whoever sins, has not seen him or known him.

Revelation 3:8-11 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Proverbs 8:35 (JND) [35] For whoso findeth me findeth life, and obtaineth favour of Jehovah;

Proverbs 8:17 (JND) [17] I love those that love me; and they that seek me early shall find me.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] for they themselves relate concerning us what entering in we had to you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, [10] and to await his Son from the heavens, whom he raised from among the dead, Jesus, our deliverer from the coming wrath.

Matthew 12:44-45 (JND) [44] Then he says, I will return to my house whence I came out; and having come, he finds [it] unoccupied, swept, and adorned. [45] Then he goes and takes with himself seven other spirits worse than himself, and entering in, they dwell there; and the last condition of that man becomes worse than the first. Thus shall it be to this wicked generation also.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Exodus 28 (JND) [1] And thou shalt take thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may serve me as priest Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons. [2] And thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, for glory and for ornament. [3] And thou shalt speak with all [that are] wise-hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments to hallow him, that he may serve me as priest. …

Matthew 25:6 (JND) [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him.

Acts 1:7 (JND) [7] And he said to them, It is not yours to know times or seasons, which the Father has placed in his own authority;

Matthew 24:36 (JND) [36] But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of the heavens, but [my] Father alone.

2 Peter 3:9 (JND) [9] [The] Lord does not delay his promise, as some account of delay, but is longsuffering towards you, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

John 16:22 (JND) [22] And ye now therefore have grief; but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one takes from you.

Luke 19:13 (JND) [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming.

Exodus 21 (JND) [1] And these are the judgments which thou shalt set before them. [2] If thou buy a Hebrew bondman, six years shall he serve; and in the seventh he shall go out free for nothing. [3] If he came in alone, he shall go out alone: if he had a wife, then his wife shall go out with him. …

Exodus 21:6 (JND) [6] then his master shall bring him before the judges, and shall bring him to the door, or to the door-post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall be his bondman for ever.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

John 1:39 (JND) [39] He says to them, Come and see. They went therefore, and saw where he abode; and they abode with him that day. It was about the tenth hour.

John 8:36 (JND) [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.

John 13:1 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end.

2 Samuel 9:8 (JND) [8] And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou shouldest look upon such a dead dog as I am?

2 Samuel 9:3 (JND) [3] And the king said, Is there not yet any of the house of Saul, that I may shew the kindness of God to him? And Ziba said to the king, Jonathan has yet a son, who is lame on [his] feet.

2 Samuel 9:10 (JND) [10] And thou, and thy sons, and thy servants, shall till the land for him, and thou shalt bring in [the fruits], that thy master's son may have food to eat. And Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread at my table continually. Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Hebrews 9 (JND) [1] The first therefore also indeed had ordinances of service, and the sanctuary, a worldly one. [2] For a tabernacle was set up; the first, in which [were] both the candlestick and the table and the exposition of the loaves, which is called Holy; [3] but after the second veil a tabernacle which is called Holy of holies, …

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Hebrews 11:5 (JND) [5] By faith Enoch was translated that he should not see death; and was not found, because God had translated him; for before [his] translation he has the testimony that he had pleased God.

1 Peter 4:1 (JND) [1] Christ, then, having suffered for us in [the] flesh, do *ye* also arm yourselves with the same mind; for he that has suffered in [the] flesh has done with sin,



WILLINGNESS TO GO TO CHRIST WHERE HE IS

A. P. Grant 

Genesis 45: 25–28; 24: 54–60 

I have been thinking of these two scriptures where Jacob and Rebecca are marked by a willing response. In the tabernacle system there were those who were willing-hearted and those who were wise hearted. Willing-heartedness is the result of our affections being touched by divine Persons, by divine love and grace. Our brother spoke about what was in our hearts. Christ having a place in our hearts and the saints having a place in our hearts. I think that would cause us to be willing-hearted. In these scriptures suggestions are made to Jacob and to Rebecca, suggestions in type from divine Persons, and there is a willing response. Divine Persons delight in a willing response from the saints. We are often reminded of that in the service of God. In Exodus there were the willing-hearted, in view of the tabernacle system being set up for the pleasure of God. 

In Genesis 45 Joseph had said to Jacob, “come down to me, tarry not, And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen ... there will I maintain thee”, Genesis 45: 9–11. Jacob had made many journeys but this journey was to see the object of his affection. Joseph was in the heart of Jacob, suggesting the place that Christ was to have in our affections, and this journey involves moving to where He is. How attractive it is! Jacob’s history had been varied but here he is moving 

towards Joseph, the object of his affections, “Joseph is still alive”. Our brother has been speaking about the living system of things that we have a part in. What an effect that is to have on our affections; our affections are to be stirred towards Christ and our spirits revived, 

“the spirit of Jacob their father revived”. One of the features of God’s work in the saints is that it can be revived; things may come in to hinder it, but God’s work can always be revived in the power of the Spirit. Jacob here is willing. He says, “I will go and see him before I die”. 

There is another passage where David suggested to Barzillai that he went with him to be maintained by David in Jerusalem but Barzillai was unwilling to go. He was occupied with things here. He supported David in the wilderness but he was unwilling to go to where David was. Jacob here is an example to us; typically he was willing to find his life where Christ is. 

It says in the next chapter that he “took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba; and he offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac”. That is referring to Christ being risen from among the dead. In 1 Peter, where our brother has read, the living hope is connected with Christ raised from among the dead. What a system of life and food there is connected with Him. In Genesis there was a period of famine, and this exercise caused Jacob to go to where Joseph was, to a land of plenty. What encouraged him were the words of Joseph and the waggons that Joseph had sent to carry him, speaking of the power of the Spirit, as the power for transport to take him to the place where Joseph was. What power there is in the Spirit to cause us to enjoy that land where Christ is! Joseph says, “And tell my father of all my glory in Egypt” (Genesis 45: 13), a type of Christ glorified. 

In Rebecca there is also a willing response. The servant is a type of the Spirit, “Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way—send me away, and I will go to my master”. 

Rebecca was in sympathy with the Spirit’s mission, the urgency of it. We know that there was the natural element, which is so strong with us, that would hinder, but 

Rebecca is ready and willing to go. There is a willing response to the Spirit’s suggestion to go to Isaac. Her heart was attracted to Isaac as the result of the Spirit’s service, the Spirit speaking of Isaac. These two scriptures involve a bond of affection. The servant’s mission was in view of Isaac having a wife, it is not so much a commandment, but it is more the influence of divine affections upon our hearts causing us to be responsive to them. Rebecca is responsive to the Spirit’s suggestion. She said, “I will go”. May our hearts be ready to respond to the Spirit’s word and the Spirit’s promptings in view of the heart of Christ having an answer. We read later that Rebecca became his wife and that Isaac loved Rebecca. What an answer there is in the assembly to the love of Christ! This is an assembly feature, a willing-hearted response to divine Persons. May we be encouraged in this and increase in this feature. There were also those who were wise-hearted, which involves spiritual intelligence. 

We see this in Mary of Magdala, one who had great affection for Christ and she was given that great message (John 20: 17). What intelligence she had! She received from the Lord that message for the disciples, “Go to my brethren”. She was one who had great affection for Christ; she was marked by a willing response to Him and this led to the development of spiritual intelligence. May we be encouraged by these thoughts. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee
8 November 2005 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 45:25-28 (JND) [25] And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land of Canaan to Jacob their father. [26] And they told him, saying, Joseph is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of Egypt. And his heart fainted, for he did not believe them. [27] And they spoke to him all the words of Joseph, which he had spoken to them. And he saw the waggons that Joseph had sent to carry him. And the spirit of Jacob their father revived. [28] And Israel said, It is enough: Joseph my son is yet alive; I will go and see him before I die.

Genesis 24:54-60 (JND) [54] And they ate and drank, he and the men that were with him, and lodged. And they rose up in the morning; and he said, Send me away to my master. [55] And her brother and her mother said, Let the maiden abide with us [some] days, or [say] ten; after that she shall go. [56] And he said to them, Do not hinder me, seeing Jehovah has prospered my way: send me away, and I will go to my master. [57] And they said, Let us call the maiden and inquire at her mouth. [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go. [59] And they sent away Rebecca their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. [60] And they blessed Rebecca, and said to her, Thou art our sister; mayest thou become thousands of tens of thousands; and may thy seed possess the gate of their enemies!

Genesis 45 (JND) [1] And Joseph could not control himself before all them that stood by him, and he cried, Put every man out from me! And no man stood with him when Joseph made himself known to his brethren. [2] And he raised his voice in weeping; and the Egyptians heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. [3] And Joseph said to his brethren, I am Joseph. Does my father yet live? And his brethren could not answer him, for they were troubled at his presence. …

Genesis 45:9-11 (JND) [9] Haste and go up to my father, and say to him, Thus says thy son Joseph: God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, tarry not. [10] And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near to me, thou, and thy sons, and thy sons' sons, and thy sheep, and thy cattle, and all that thou hast. [11] And there will I maintain thee; for yet there are five years of famine; in order that thou be not impoverished, thou, and thy household, and all that thou hast.

Genesis 45:13 (JND) [13] And tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen, and haste and bring down my father hither.

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.



EXTRACTS

I want to speak about Philadelphia—the last but one of the seven of these local assemblies. Now Philadelphia stands for that which is perfectly suitable and agreeable to the Lord; it stands for that which He can approve of and encourage. I would like simply, without any attempt at argument, to bring before you the fact that Philadelphia was literally an assembly, and hence it furnishes a suitable representation of the truth of the assembly, and Philadelphia goes on to the end. I want you to see this because the question is raised sometimes—Will the Lord sustain to the end the truth of the assembly, will He maintain it, will it be here, or must we give up faith with regard to it? Must we abandon ourselves to the alternative of trying to do the best we can under the circumstances? I think the Lord’s message to Philadelphia provides a very clear and distinct answer to that question. It encourages us in the assurance that the Lord will sustain the truth of the assembly down to the very close, so we need not give up. 

Things must be stated clearly. To speak of the truth of the assembly is not pretension or assumption! No, the Lord never did sustain pretension. To say he does not is nothing peculiar to the present moment, for He never did; but I cannot conceive of the Lord giving up the truth of His assembly, I mean in the sense of having the truth of it maintained down here in testimony to the end. 

If you have given up all thought of the truth of the assembly being maintained at the present time, I can only say that I am not a bit in sympathy with you, and if you do not treasure in your soul the truth of the assembly, I am sorry for you. 

Let me emphasise this—The Lord is not taken up with certain persons or individuals as such. I will tell you what He is taken up with—with the truth of His assembly, and that because of its relationship to Himself. I cannot conceive of the Lord not being interested in that which so closely concerns His own honour and glory. I can understand ourselves not being interested in it, though it is to our shame, but I cannot conceive the Lord becoming indifferent to what involves His honour and glory. If He encourages Philadelphia, it is because the saints there are found identified with the truth of what His heart is set on. 

The Closing Ministry of J. Pellatt (Vol. 2, pp.131–133) 

Moreover the semblance of love which does not maintain the truth, but accommodates itself to that which is not the truth, is not love according to God. It is the taking advantage of the name of love in order to help on the seductions of Satan. In the last days the test of true love is the maintenance of the truth. God would have us love one another; but the Holy Ghost, by whose power we receive this divine nature, and who pours the love of God into our hearts is the Spirit of truth; and His office is to glorify Christ. Therefore it is impossible that a love which can put up with a doctrine that falsifies Christ, and which is indifferent to it, can be of the Holy Ghost—still less so, if such indifference be set up as the proof of that love. 

The doctrine of the reward and crown of glory, which the labourer possesses in the fruits of his ministry, is presented in a very strong light in verse 8. This second epistle puts Christians on their guard against all that is equivocal with respect to the Person of Christ; and exhorts to an unwavering firmness on this point. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 5, pp.357, 358) 

The first condition as you speak to the Father is that you wish His name should not in any way be tarnished by anything you do, or by anything that occurs in a locality. At Tyre they embraced one another, it shows they were free for the expression of affection, which is normal church condition. It speaks very loudly to us as to whether we can bring all the  children with us, as they did. It indicates a local condition where the wives and children are all in sympathy, and they kneel down on the seashore and pray and embrace one another. What a spectacle for heaven! It is morally what came out of heaven. How refreshing to the apostle on his journey. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 15, p.228) 
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