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FATHERHOOD AND SONSHIP AS ENTERING INTO THE PRESENT TIME

W. McKillop 

Philippians 2: 18–22; 1 Chronicles 28: 11–13, 20; Genesis 49: 22–26 

What I would like to speak about, beloved brethren, is the thought of fatherhood and sonship as entering into the present time, and I have selected these persons, Paul and Timothy, and David and Solomon and Jacob and Joseph to set out these thoughts. It carries forward what we were speaking of in the previous meeting, for Paul and David and Jacob represent fathers, and Timothy and Solomon and Joseph represent sons, or as I might say in John’s words, young men—the other three would be in John’s words, fathers. And certain features stand out in these passages connected with them in their relations with one another. Paul speaks here of Timothy as one who cared with genuine feeling how the saints got on, and what characterised him as Paul’s child, as he says elsewhere, my beloved and true child, was that he was not among those who were seeking their own things and not the things of Jesus Christ. So Paul had great confidence in him and he said, “I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly”. Paul was thinking about these believers in Philippi who really were mature persons and he is sending this younger man in order that he himself might be refreshed. It is a great feature that fathers have persons in whom they have confidence, and have confidence because those who are younger are marked by genuine feeling as to how the saints get on, and who are concerned about the things of Jesus Christ. 

Then not only that but they know how to work with experienced persons, for he says, “ye know the proof of him”. That is, Timothy had been proved—he was, to use an ordinary expression, no flash in the pan, he was a person 

who was proved, “ye know the proof of him”, and the proof was “that, as a child a father, he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings”. That is, Paul is saying Timothy was a child, he himself a father, but Timothy was not only occupied with the welfare of the saints and how they got on, he was not only seeking the things of Jesus Christ, but he was learning how to serve effectively with a view to abiding spiritual results as serving with Paul. So if we bring it down to ourselves, generally we would think and expect, and it would be right that brethren will understand that more experienced spiritual persons should be more prominent in the work of the Lord, than persons who are so to speak spiritual apprentices. It is not that they were not both sons, they were both sons by faith, they both had the Spirit of adoption, but there was this distinction that Paul had, what Timothy could not have, in the way of experience and the knowledge of God and spiritual understanding. And I am not thinking about the fact that Paul had a specific commission from the Lord as an elect vessel. No person today however experienced or spiritual would regard himself as an elect vessel in the sense that the apostle was. But he would be exercised that younger persons should be able to work along with him, as he says here, “he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings”. We would expect that those who are younger, and coming on in the truth and taking on service, would find it profitable to work with those who are more experienced and more gifted, so that they might learn how to work effectively and to bring about permanent results from their work. 

You remember that Paul refers in Corinth to persons who build with hay, wood and stubble; clearly those persons were not learning from Paul. He says as a wise architect he had laid the foundation and that it could only be Jesus Christ. So there is a certain great advantage to those who are younger to work with those who are more experienced in order to bring into prominence this order of man, Jesus Christ, and that will lead to what is permanent and abiding. The apostle 

says the fire shall try the work of each what it is (1 Corinthians 3: 13). And so I would encourage those who are younger to find persons that are spiritually more experienced, and may be in the Lord’s sovereignty more gifted, and to seek to work along with them so that the work is done well, and done permanently, and is free of defect, and if tried by the fire it stands because it involves Jesus Christ, that order of humanity. Ministry that does not bring that before the saints will not produce results in a permanent sense. I suppose building with wood, hay and stubble takes a lot less time and skill, than building with gold, silver and other precious metals which speak of Jesus Christ. 

I would say affectionately to those who are younger, who are coming into the work, be prepared to find that the work is hard and requires skill. It is not something that you can just produce in a few minutes, not something that you can just think about briefly and then use a multitude of words to present. I am certain that not only Timothy but also Silas learned from Paul how to preach the Son of God; Paul says to the Corinthians as to Jesus Christ, Son of God, He who has been preached among you by me and Silvanus and Timotheus (2 

Corinthians 1: 19). That is the blessed and only subject really of true ministry. And so we can be sure that Timothy would listen very attentively to Paul, and he would observe what Paul said and what scriptures he used, and I would just say in passing that when you minister you are ministering Christ, you need not read a multiplicity of scriptures. In fact the great servant I referred to in the meetings, Mr. James Taylor Sr., said in one address given in a meeting that used to exist in New Jersey, he said I confine myself to these three passages. I do not believe in reading yards of scripture. I think the point is that, as Mr. Darby said, in Scripture cream lies on the surface and you get the best with very few scriptures, and Scripture speaks through itself in a certain sense. Elsewhere it says, what says the Scripture? I do not want to exactly belabour this point, and in a way I am rather surprised I have been led to speak 

about it this way, but the Lord must have something in mind in regard of it. At any rate we want to be persons, whether we are fathers or young men, to be able to work together and to do so in a way that will bring to pass permanent results in the saints. So he says, “he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings”. 

I read as to David and Solomon. David is not in this scripture presented as he is in Kings; in Kings he is weak and decrepit, but here he is in spiritual power, he is a true father. And we could say of him as John says, he has known Him that is from the beginning typically. “And David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch”. You notice how this word pattern runs through this section. It would indicate that David was concerned that the house as typifying the assembly should be clearly opened out to Solomon his son and the means that he used, as it says, “the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit”. And so that raises an exercise of course with fathers whether what they are presenting to those who are younger is by the Spirit. I think it is a critical matter because it is by the Spirit that the word becomes effective in us. So David gave to Solomon his son the pattern. Affection would enter into that, Solomon his son. So there is a bond of affection between the fathers and the young men and it affords liberty for both; the fathers can open up things according to the pattern by the Spirit and the young men, the sons, can take it on by the Spirit and therefore the thought of pattern is maintained. I think it is essential, as we were saying in the reading, that we have the mind that there is one assembly. We are in local assemblies for the working out of the truth, and to learn how to love one another, and to minister to one another, whether it be in comfort or exhortation, but the assembly is one and we want to keep the pattern clearly before us in our meetings together, and in whatever links fathers have with young men, and it is clear from what is said here that the only safe way to convey the pattern is by the Spirit. If we rely on mentality or wordiness or something like that the pattern will not be 

rightly presented. 

So you notice that it says, “the pattern of the porch, and of its houses ... and of its upper chambers”; these are beautiful thoughts, “its upper chambers”, that would be Ephesians I would think typically, and its inner chambers, that is another wonderful thought. You might say the upper chambers are in Ephesians 1 and 2; the inner chambers are in chapter 3 of Ephesians, “that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts” (Ephesians 3: 17). The inner chambers and the upper chambers are in the saints; they are not abstract or theoretical. 

We know that God on the second day made the expanse to provide plenty of room for His work and for our work, but here we have specific things that are mentioned, and I would think that the father would love to say to a younger man, the upper chambers are there in Ephesians 1 and 2, “blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ” (Ephesians 1: 3), and also, “has raised us up together, and has made us sit down together in the heavenlies” (Ephesians 2: 6), and then in chapter 3 the Christ dwelling through faith in our hearts, and then the full thought of God’s house eternally, the assembly in Christ Jesus. 

You notice that David does not start merely with the structural side but he goes on to the courses of the priests. That would be the service of God. And you get those really in its fulness in Ephesians 3, “glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus”, Ephesians 3: 21. The father would want the younger man who is also a son to see what this leads to; the structural side is needed but it is a spiritual structure so it is in function Godward in the power of the Holy Spirit. So he says that the Father may give you to be strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man. 

So David goes on and he stresses all the work of the service of the house of Jehovah and all the instruments of service in the house of Jehovah, that is, he has God before him. And I think fatherly persons can do no greater service in a way than to bring God before those who are younger 

because God is the great ultimate in all that is proceeding. I think we should have in mind that ultimately it is that God may be all in all. “And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and courageous, and do it”. That is, David is expecting to depart the scene of service, and some of us who are older, we know not when we may depart the scene of service. God knows, but we want those that have companied with us, and who perhaps have learned to serve a little better by working with us to be able to carry on. “And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and courageous, and do it”. There is to be no hiatus, no period in which nothing is going on in the way of spiritual activity, and he says, “fear not nor be dismayed”. I suppose those of us who are older have known persons who have been marked by fear and they have said, What is going to become of the testimony? We are few and there have been divisions and the like, I think the answer to that is, “Fear not nor be dismayed”. Paul says to the Corinthians that they should labour knowing that their toil is not in vain in the Lord (1 Corinthians 15: 58). So whatever service it is, whether small or large, we should be encouraged that it is not in vain; if by the Spirit and according to Paul’s pattern of service we are labouring, it will stand and it will go right on until the Lord comes. 

So he says, “for Jehovah Elohim” (that is the full title of God in the Old Testament), “my God, will be with thee”. He is speaking about his own experience with God, “my God”. Paul says, “my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus”, Philippians 4: 19. So I would encourage those who are younger to go on in the confidence that He will not leave thee neither forsake thee, and notice this, until all the work of the service of the house of Jehovah is finished. Regardless of what fathers may disappear from the scene through the Lord taking them, those who remain are to go right on because you are in the finishing time. I think I would love to be here at the finishing time and that of course would be when the Spirit and the bride say, Come, and the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven—I would love to be in the finishing time in that sense, but God knows, and others here who are older would say the same as I do. God knows, but think of the privilege that those who are younger, if we are not here you will be here, and you may very well be here at the finishing time, until all the work for the service of the house of Jehovah is finished. 

I refer now to Jacob and Joseph. Joseph from one standpoint is a remarkable type of Christ but I want to refer to him as a type of the believer and Jacob as a type of a father who has known Him that is from the beginning. Jacob arrived at that through many exercises, for in some ways he was difficult when he was younger, but God dealt tenderly with him formatively so that Jacob is able to say, “the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day”, Genesis 48: 15. So the fathers can speak like that; if you cannot speak like that you are probably not spiritually a father. But fathers can refer to what God is to them and what He has been to them and they want to convey that to those who are younger. So he says, “Joseph is a fruitful bough”; that is, Joseph is not presented here as a tree, he is a bough, he is dependent on the divine system and he is dependent in this book, in the previous chapter, on the experience and knowledge of Israel his father. So a word I think that comes to us from that is the fathers are more experienced, they understand the mind and purpose of God better. 

So I would encourage those who are younger to draw upon that and maybe see what they have to say is better than what you were thinking. You notice in the previous chapter when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim it was evil in his eyes. 

Spiritual man that Joseph was he was not equal to Jacob in spiritual perception and understanding. And I was struck to note recently that Mr. James Taylor Sr. said an altercation developed between Jacob and Joseph (J. Taylor Vol. 53, p.469). Think of something like that happening; Joseph thought that he knew better than his father and he had to accept adjustment. And so I think the word is that we need always to be ready for adjustment by more spiritual, more experienced persons. But that does not interfere when the adjustment is accepted with the blessing that comes from Jacob as to Joseph. 

So Joseph is a fruitful bough; a fruitful bough by a well. That is, his position is fixed in relation to the Spirit, and he is drawing on the Spirit. He is now adjusted, he is happily in the acceptance of what his father has done as to Ephraim and Manasseh, and so Jacob goes on to speak here, he says, “By the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob”. The Mighty One of Jacob of course was God Himself, but he is assuring Joseph that as conflict for the testimony continues, God in that sense is going to strengthen those who are coming into the testimony and into service, so that things are maintained on the level of the Spirit of truth, in themselves, in their households and in their localities. And he says, “From the God of thy father, and he will help thee; And from the Almighty, and he will bless thee”. Think of how Jacob as one of John’s fathers typically brings God in, “the God of thy father”, but then the Almighty, I think it is a great matter to understand that things are going on and continuing in the power of God. There is no other power to maintain the testimony and the service of God. 

So I want to finish with what he says in verse 26, “The blessings of thy father surpass the blessings of my ancestors”. That is a most interesting verse to me, that Jacob could say that what he was blessing Joseph and the other sons with, but especially Joseph, was greater than what Isaac blessed him with, greater than what Abraham blessed Isaac with. So the finishing time I spoke of involves what is surpassing, both in the sense of power, as Paul says, “that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us” (2 Corinthians 4: 7), but I think it means in the quality of the blessing that God would confer upon those who are here at the finishing time. The quality will exceed what there has been before. That might seem doubtful when we think of what we have had, but here it is in Scripture, “The blessings of thy father surpass the blessings of my ancestors”. 

Beloved brethren, that is pretty much what I felt led to say at this time and I trust it will prove profitable, especially for those we love, the younger brethren, who are going to carry things on in the finishing time, because that is what we are in, and God will be with them. We hope we will too; as I said I would like to be here at the finishing time with all the saints, but God knows. But my desire, and I am sure the desire of every true spiritual father, would be that you should come in for the very best, and find that what you are coming into surpasses, in quality and in richness of experience, what the saints may have enjoyed before. Not that it surpasses in knowledge, that is not the point, it is a question of spiritual experience. So I commit the word to the Lord and to the brethren, for their acceptance and for their prayers, that these things may work out among us universally, in view of the finish of things because that is the time we are in, and I think the Lord will confirm the word in some way, that you are going to come in for what is richer and what is surpassing in the way of spiritual experience. May God bless the word. 

Address at New York
21 March 2009

 


Scripture references

Philippians 2:18-22 (JND) [18] In like manner do *ye* also rejoice, and rejoice with me. [19] But I hope in [the] Lord Jesus to send Timotheus to you shortly, that *I* also may be refreshed, knowing how ye get on. [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ. [22] But ye know the proof of him, that, as a child a father, he has served with me in the work of the glad tidings.

1 Chronicles 28:11-20 (JND) [11] And David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of its houses, and of its treasuries, and of its upper chambers, and of its inner chambers, and of the house of the mercy-seat; [12] and the pattern of all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of Jehovah, and of all the chambers round about, for the treasuries of the house of God, and for the treasuries of the dedicated things; [13] and for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service of the house of Jehovah, and for all the instruments of service in the house of Jehovah: [14] gold by weight for [things] of gold, for all utensils of each kind of service; for all utensils of silver, by weight, for all utensils of each kind of service; [15] and the weight of the golden candlesticks, and of their golden lamps, by weight for every candlestick, and for its lamps; and for the silver candlesticks, by weight, for the candlestick and for its lamps, according to the use of every candlestick; [16] and gold by weight for the tables of the [loaves] to be set in rows, for every table; and silver for the tables of silver; [17] and pure gold for the forks, and the bowls, and the goblets; and for the golden basons by weight for every bason; and for the silver basons by weight for every bason; [18] and for the altar of incense, refined gold by weight; and the pattern of the chariot of the cherubim of gold, which spread out [their wings] and cover the ark of the covenant of Jehovah. [19] All this [said David,] in writing, by Jehovah's hand upon me, instructing as to all the works of the pattern. [20] And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and courageous, and do it; fear not nor be dismayed: for Jehovah Elohim, my God, will be with thee; he will not leave thee, neither forsake thee, until all the work for the service of the house of Jehovah is finished.

Genesis 49:22-26 (JND) [22] Joseph is a fruitful bough; A fruitful bough by a well; [His] branches shoot over the wall. [23] The archers have provoked him, And shot at, and hated him; [24] But his bow abideth firm, And the arms of his hands are supple By the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob. From thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel: [25] From the God of thy father, and he will help thee; And from the Almighty, and he will bless thee With blessings of heaven from above, With blessings of the deep that lieth under, With blessings of the breast and of the womb. [26] The blessings of thy father surpass the blessings of my ancestors, Unto the bounds of the everlasting hills: They shall be on the head of Joseph, And on the crown of the head of him that was separated from his brethren.

1 Corinthians 3:13 (JND) [13] the work of each shall be made manifest; for the day shall declare [it], because it is revealed in fire; and the fire shall try the work of each what it is.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Ephesians 3:17 (JND) [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Ephesians 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ;

Ephesians 2:6 (JND) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:21 (JND) [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

1 Corinthians 15:58 (JND) [58] So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in [the] Lord.

Philippians 4:19 (JND) [19] But my God shall abundantly supply all your need according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Genesis 48:15 (JND) [15] And he blessed Joseph, and said, The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked, the God that shepherded me all my life long to this day,

2 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassingness of the power may be of God, and not from us:



THE GLAD TIDINGS AND THE MYSTERY

R. Taylor 

Romans 16: 25–27; 1 Corinthians 2: 7–10; 

Ephesians 1: 7–11; 5: 25–32 

I was impressed as reading these verses in Romans with Paul’s connection between the glad tidings and the mystery. He speaks of these two things as closing the epistle showing 

how closely they are linked; they are part of our great heritage, dear brethren. God has not only come in to meet the question of our sins, He has given us a place in a wonderful company, the vessel that is spoken of as the assembly of God. As we look at these scriptures I trust we will get some fresh impression of it, according to His purpose before time began. Mr. Darby gives a very fine footnote as to the mystery, ‘It formed no part of what was unfolded in the ages of time, in which God developed his plans in creation; it was a purpose before, and eternally hidden; it was not in reckoned time’. If you look through the Old Testament scriptures you will not find anything that refers directly to our present position and circumstances, but we can see that there are types of it, because God could not hide what was so precious to His heart. This day that we are in was purposed before the ages of time. It gives a very elevated view of the present time. 

You think of the days of Moses, and other Old Testament saints, they all belong to a different dispensation, and all awaited the incoming of Jesus. In the incoming of Christ God found the Man that He had looked for down the ages of time and He found it in His beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, a Man upon whom the heavens could be opened. He found there One who came to do His will, no one before had been able to do that, but He found in Jesus One upon whom the whole purposes and counsels of love depended, and so a new dispensation began, which formed no part of His ways before. A new day dawned when Jesus entered into the world, and it was established in His death and resurrection which enabled God to come out righteously and reveal His thoughts and purposes regarding men. 

So Paul says here, “according to my glad tidings”. The whole epistle is unfolding God’s glad tidings concerning His Son. He is pointing men to look no longer to themselves, or to measure themselves by the law, but he says it is the glad tidings of God concerning His Son. 

You say, I thought it was 

concerning me. No, the glad tidings is concerning His Son, and God would have all men to come to see how much Christ means to Him. So Paul is seeking to establish souls, “Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings”. What does that mean? It means in the first place that your sins are met. As you go through Romans it begins with the awfulness of man. It says, “There is not a righteous man, not even one”, Romans 3: 10. It goes over the experiences that man finds in himself. I am sure all who would come to that part of the glad tidings, feel that, outside of Christ, they are lost, helpless, hopeless in the sight of God; a condition that He could hardly look on. Yet in Christ He has presented a Saviour, who has met, not only your sins and your guilt, but the whole condition of the race, in order that you may find peace. 

It is a great point in Romans, “peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”, Romans 5: 1. There is no peace without Him, we see that in this world, there is no peace in man’s arrangements; they have tried everything, they must be coming to an end of their resources as we look at things today. They have tried one thing after another, it all breaks down and fails but Paul’s glad tidings is “peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom we have also access into this favour”. Those chapters bring in one thing after another to establish us in the glad tidings. Not only are our sins forgiven but we are justified. What glad tidings they are, that you have been cleared of your debt, and God justifies you through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. You will find everything is centred in Christ in Romans. He is a propitiation for our sins, we are justified in the power of His blood, reconciled through His death, and saved in the power of His life (Romans 5: 1–10). What a great system of blessing God has introduced in this dispensation. In the old economy things were never settled; but in the glad tidings Paul says things are settled “through our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

The entrance into the things of God depends on our link 

with Jesus. He has cleared the ground and in the doing of that He has won my heart. He is the One who has met our needs to gain our confidence and our affections. So Paul is saying that we are established. That means that we are able to go on against the stream. We are still in a condition of great weakness, flesh and blood, yet established according to the glad tidings, as Paul has presented it. So we can stand our ground knowing that it depends on Christ, not on us. My enjoyment of these things depends on my link with Christ. Paul would leave these believers at Rome with that assurance. 

How firm a foundation it is! And then it goes on, “according to the revelation of the mystery”; there is something else, our sins were not forgiven for us to be left here as individuals trying to do the best we can. In the type, God brought His people out of Egypt in the power of the blood that was shed, and they were able to move through the Red Sea to sing the song of Moses, “Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed”, Exodus 15: 13. God moved in mercy, there was nothing in us, when He found the resources in Himself to move in mercy to meet us in all our need, “Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness”. Then it says, “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance”, Exodus 15: 17. 

That is what I would like to speak about, dear friend, that you are not left here with your sins forgiven, you are brought into a circle that the Lord Jesus speaks of as My assembly. Persons who have been justified are brought in to enjoy something of why God forgave our sins. It was initially in my sight to give me peace, it was to settle my conscience, but it was in God’s mind that we may come into the great resources of His love, the great things “which God has prepared for them that love him”. Who would not love Jesus if their sins were forgiven? They would know the debt that 

the Lord has paid. Who would not be attracted to the Man who has borne the load and satisfied God, and cleared the ground for Him to come out in the resources of His love, and tell us of the things that He has prepared for them that love Him? Well, to enter into the joy of it He has given us of His Holy Spirit. 

That is one of the great blessings of our sins being forgiven, that we receive the Holy Spirit. 

Paul brings that out in the earlier part of the epistle, that the Spirit is there as the power, where sin had been working, you may say without any interruption, having dominion over us, when we were trying to do what was right but could not find the strength for it. Paul shows us the way through these exercises is to find that the resources are outside of ourselves, and greater than anything we could ever imagine, the things, “which God has prepared for those that love him, but God has revealed to us by his Spirit”. Paul says in Romans, “for obedience of faith”. We do not only love the Person but find it easy to obey someone we love. We know that He only has our good at heart. That is what Paul is bringing to these Corinthians that he has things to tell them about that man can never understand, but he says, God has revealed them to us by His Spirit. That is how the light of the assembly has come, by revelation. 

God has found in Christ One in whom His purposes can be unfolded. He has found His delight in Christ. So He has moved of Himself to attract us into something that heart nor eye could ever fathom, things that He has prepared before the world’s foundation, things that He will reveal to us by His Spirit. O, what a token of His love when Jesus said to those disciples, I am leaving you but I will not leave you orphans (John 14: 15–18). What a beautiful touch! 

How they must have felt it, the One they relied on was going away but He says, I will not leave you orphans, I will send the Holy Spirit, and He will be with you and will be in you. 

That is what Paul is developing here, the Holy Spirit in us to give us some 

insight into the things that would be revealed to them that love God. These are the things that are in the purpose of God. They could not be unfolded before because there was no vessel to receive them, but now the Spirit having come, there are vessels who are able to receive something of these things by revelation. That is how the light of the assembly came in, it was a revelation to Peter. 

He had been blessed in the preaching, yet had Jewish thoughts, as we may have other kinds of thoughts about ourselves, but Peter on that occasion in Acts 10 sees a great sheet coming down out of heaven, and it says it took place thrice, what wonderful grace. Peter could not understand it and neither might you or I. We hear the assembly being spoken about and we may not understand it, but let us just keep listening. God brought that sheet down three times to Peter, and he saw things that he could not understand, but the impression he got was that God was ready to unfold the purpose of His love and it was including those of the nations. 

Peter says, “it came even to me”, Acts 11: 5. As you go on your path, trusting in Jesus, if you keep listening to the words of His grace, you will find that light coming even to you. You will come to see that God has something here on this earth in which He is depositing the purposes of His grace and love. He said, “it came even to me”. How that must have touched his heart. 

As I say, it will come even to you that God has something here, it came even to Paul. He said to Paul, “why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9: 4. Jesus was in heaven at that time yet there He is speaking to Paul. It just means that there is something here on earth divinely owned by the Lord Jesus. That is the assembly as it is spoken of in Ephesians, Christ and the assembly. 

Christ is in heaven, that is where He is, and we will see as we close how He is serving us in all His wondrous grace from that position; but first of all it is revealed to us by His Spirit, for 

“the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God”. It would give us to see that there is something here on this earth, where revelations by the Spirit are cherished and 

practised and enjoyed. But it needs an ear to hear. 

To go back to the types, I speak of Rebecca for a moment. We often speak of her as a type of the assembly, but you know she was a young girl with an ear for the gospel, you may say. 

She had an ear for what was being spoken in the meetings, she was ready to listen to what the Spirit was saying. If you look at the chapter that is the initial presentation of the chapter. We read much into the chapter, and rightly so, but initially she was like a young girl who listened to what the Spirit was saying and what did she get? She got some impression about Jesus that she never had before. The Spirit, typified in the servant, brought her silver articles, speaking about redemption, the work of Christ; He told her about His master, Isaac, a type of Christ in the glory. He told her something of the great place that He had in the Father’s affections. It says “the servant brought forth silver articles, and gold articles, and clothing”, Genesis 24: 53. The test comes, “Wilt thou go with this man?”, Genesis 24: 58. That was the whole issue. 

There were other persons who saw these things, there was Laban, her brother and other people there. They saw these things and they said, Let us wait ten days; they would have hindered the enjoyment of what the Spirit was saying, but she says, “I will go”. Then there was a change in her life and that is what there will be, if you make way for these things, there will be a change in your life. You may hear the expression, assembly-minded persons. Who are they? Well, Rebecca was that, so when questioned, she says “I will go”. She trusted him. 

The Spirit unfolded some of these things that she had never seen before, silver articles and gold articles and clothing. That clothing was to be for Isaac’s eyes. It would never have been any use in that country if she had stayed there. If you hear the gospel, if you hear the truth presented and just stay where you are, you may know the terms, but you will never know the enjoyment of it until you make room for the Spirit of God and say, “I will go with this man”. 

She went on her way, a great test in her life, and it only brought out typically the reality of 

her love for Christ, appreciation of the Spirit searching all things, even the depths of God. 

In your tender years you may not understand the assembly. Listen to what is said about it and the Spirit will give you understanding. Do not say, It is too deep for me and just leave it. Paul says, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things”, 2 Timothy 1: 7. That is what Rebecca did, she listened and you know what happened? She had to make a great choice; the pull of nature, how strong it must have been, saying that you do not need to do it today, just wait a little. She says “I will go”. What had she found? She found resources far beyond what she needed, it says that she rode on the camels. That is another expression of divine grace provided to see us through the wilderness journey. Then she finds herself in the company of Isaac, a type of the heavenly Man. What a joy it must have been to Isaac, and I can tell you what a joy it will be to Christ, to see some young persons committing themselves to what the Spirit may be saying today, to find their part and their enjoyment in what there is here under the guidance and service of the Holy Spirit of God, and under the eye of Christ. It is a very blessed thing that when you believed on Christ, God looked on you as, in Christ. 

What a place of favour! And if you know something of that the net result will be that Christ will be in you. That is how it works. 

You are able to come out here in heavenly grace, because you are enjoying where God has placed you in Christ, and that can never be changed. He would like to see something of Christ in you. You may say, I see breakdown, I see confusion; that may all be true but look at Matthew 16 and you will find Christ saying “on this rock I will build my assembly”. If you are with the Spirit and know something of His revelations, you will find that there is something here that Christ is building that is going on day by day, week by week. Amidst all the confusion there is something being built, persons finding their place in this wonderful vessel, the 

assembly of God. Romans is like the early teaching in Exodus. It has been said it is like the boards of the tabernacle, persons are being set up. An interesting thing is that the wood that was in these boards was the same wood that was in the ark, Christ in them. That is what the exercise in Romans would bring to light, that there is something formed in you that is Christ, and it has to find a place, not an independent place, but a place as in the tabernacle, where the boards were set up, joined to one another. You will find someone who you can link on with, you will find another assembly-minded person to keep their company, and speak with them about the great things that the Spirit would reveal to you. These boards finally became the dwelling-place of God, and an expression of that is to be found in the local meeting, where there are persons who have been through those exercises and have some touch of the Spirit’s grace upon them. If you look for it, I am sure you will find something there that has the stamp of God about it, where God can reveal something of the secrets of His love. 

That is what we read of in Ephesians, those great purposes of God, the great things that He has prepared. It says, “in whom we have redemption”. He has redeemed us to clear us of every encumbrance. Redemption involves purchase, it means there is a price paid for your soul, and that price was the blood of Jesus. God paid that price when we could never meet it. 

Redemption means that we are not our own, we have been bought with a price, our sins and offences have all been cleared. God moved in that way that He may make known to us the mystery of His will. It is the same word as we had in Romans. It is a reference to what man cannot fathom, it is not mysterious, but it is a mystery that man’s mind can never penetrate, that God would move like that to unfold His purposes that He had before time began, to unfold them by His Spirit to persons who have come into the gain of redemption, the forgiveness of sins. And He says, I have a place for you in My house. 

If you look in 1 Corinthians 12: 11–27 you will find you have a place in the body; it speaks there of the eye, the foot, the ear, having a place, using the human body to illustrate it. All are needed and every one has their place; as we enjoy these purposes of His love, we will find our place and we will fill it out in righteousness. We will fill it out humbly yet in the dignity of the grace and the calling that has been named upon us. So if there are Christians together, humbly owning their part in the present public breakdown, yet are meeting in the light of Christ in glory and the Spirit of God here, you find some expression there of the assembly, without claiming to be it. That is how Paul begins the epistle. He knew their state, he knew what they were saying about him even, but he says, “to the assembly of God which is in Corinth”, 1 Corinthians 1: 2. Paul addresses the saints in Corinth in the light of what God had told him earlier, “I have much people in this city”, Acts 18: 10. I have often thought he must have wondered, Where are they? but he went on holding what God had said, and eventually he found them. He found persons who had been redeemed, who had been purchased, and who were able to have some impression of the great place they had in divine affections. 

What you find in Ephesians is the place the assembly has in the counsels and purposes of God. It says, “In whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will”. I can hardly say any more about it than that; just read the verse, the Spirit will give you some impression of the great love of God. You have been brought into a company divinely owned, and you have obtained an inheritance, you have a place there that is yours, as part of that wonderful company that will soon be translated to glory. In the meantime it is here and you are enjoying something of that inheritance “being marked out beforehand”. Nothing of man in it, it is all God’s thoughts “according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will, that we 

should be to the praise of his glory”. That elevates our place here, dear brethren. We are not only here as sinners saved by grace, but we have a place to fill here that we should be to the praise of His glory. Now that tests us as to how much we are enjoying divine favour that He purposed before time began. 

It caused the doxology that we read of in Romans 16 as Paul was speaking about the great mystery, his soul breaks out, “the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen”. There are more doxologies in Romans than anywhere else in the Scriptures. 

Paul is tracing the ways of God, and the wonderful way they come out in Christ, and his heart breaks out in response to God. It says, “For of him, and through him, and for him are all things”, Romans 11: 36. Everything began with God, and that is what you come to in your life, that it all began with God before the world, then in time coming out in the resources of redemption to bring us to His purpose, to have us in Christ, finding our place now in the very conditions we are in to the praise of the glory of His grace. 

Then he goes on in Ephesians 5 speaking there of the distinctiveness of Christ and the assembly, He loved the assembly. How precious it was to Him, He delivered Himself up for it in order that He might sanctify it. It is His great occupation today that not only did He deliver Himself up in giving His life on the cross, He did that, but He has also made it His full occupation today, while it is here on the earth. It says that He loved the assembly, and He is sanctifying it, purifying it by the washing of water by the word. That is what is going on in the local meetings. It goes on as you read the Scriptures, it goes on as you read the ministry. 

You will find there is some sanctifying effect in the word, the washing of water by the word brings refreshment. You get that in some of these beautiful hymns that have been indited by the Spirit. Mr. Darby says, 

‘My soul is all transported 

Whene’er I think of thee!’ (Hymn 51) 

That is all part of the washing of water by the word; we get our thoughts and our outlook changed. 

Then it goes on “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things”. Think of such things being possible! We know our own hearts, but think of Christ serving us in that gracious way, the washing of water by the word. 

That is happening in the meetings, we have it in the singing of these hymns, we have it in conversations with one another about Christ, as the sanctifying and washing effect goes on, but it is that “he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot”. That is Christ’s ideal for the saints, that is Christ’s ideal for the assembly. Men may say many things about it, but that is Christ’s ideal, and He is serving it that it may be without spot or wrinkle; marvellous thing! You can look at it as it began at Pentecost, when the assembly came into expression early in the Acts, about two thousand years ago and it is still here. It is a marvellous fact to me. Satan has been against it. You see that in the Acts; there were attempts to annul the testimony. What attacks there were, you may say almost succeeding in the Dark Ages, but it has gone through; Christ has been serving it in His grace and so it continues until today. That is because there is a direct link with Christ in glory and what is here, that He calls 

“my assembly”. 

I appeal to you, young as you may be, seek to find your place in it, and you will find that you are identified with something that is not going to finish in breakdown, though publicly it may seem like it, but it is going to finish in glory. It says, “that he might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot or wrinkle”. The length of the dispensation was not for God to deal with sin, but it is that He may soon display to a wondering universe that there has been a vessel here on earth, finding expression in local gatherings, proving by the washing of water coming in time 

after time, removing any wrinkles, so that she is unwrinkled. One of the hymns speaks about that, she will shine unwrinkled in all her beauty and glory, and soon she will be presented to a universe, but first of all the assembly will spend its own time with Christ before it is ever displayed to the universe. 

That is why you get from John in Revelation 21 the eternal day before you get the millennial day, because Christ wants this vessel for Himself, something that He has nourished, cherished day by day; He is going to have a time when it will be Christ and the assembly. She will be there in all her freshness as a bride adorned for her husband. There is the result of what has been formed in time, she has taken on the adornment, new Jerusalem, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband, and that adorning is going on now. Give yourself over, like Rebecca, and say “I will go”, follow the One who will lead you into an area where there are administrations of grace flowing in all their blessed fulness. Then, after Christ has had that time, Christ and the assembly, she will come out as the Lamb’s wife. She is in there first as the bride, and she comes out as the Lamb’s wife. God will display to the universe what has been wrought in this dispensation, hidden in the ages of time, but in our day it has been unfolded in the Spirit’s grace and power. Think of Christ seeing something fresh of assembly features growing in you, even now. I appeal again even to young hearts; you will see breakdown, you will see sorrow, but if you just look there is something else, there is the assembly of God and the Spirit is ready to reveal it to you. 

May you find your place in it, and hear the Lord’s word, “this do in remembrance of me” (1 

Corinthians 11: 24), and see the expression of the love of Christ in the loaf and in the cup. 

Then you will find very quickly that the Spirit opens the heavenly door, and gives you a taste of that scene beyond what man can ever see or hear, and it is to be our present portion. May we cherish it, dear brethren, in these days of 

darkening influences, and seek to find our place in this glorious vessel, purposed before time began, but come into expression and being revealed to those who love Christ. May each of us find more our happy part in it, for Christ’s name’s sake. 

Address at Buckie
31 October 2009 

 


Scripture references

Romans 16:25-27 (JND) [25] Now to him that is able to establish you, according to my glad tidings and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to [the] revelation of [the] mystery, as to which silence has been kept in [the] times of the ages, [26] but [which] has now been made manifest, and by prophetic scriptures, according to commandment of the eternal God, made known for obedience of faith to all the nations [27] [the] only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

1 Corinthians 2:7-10 (JND) [7] But we speak God's wisdom in [a] mystery, that hidden [wisdom] which God had predetermined before the ages for our glory: [8] which none of the princes of this age knew, (for had they known, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;) [9] but according as it is written, Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man's heart, which God has prepared for them that love him, [10] but God has revealed to us by [his] Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God.

Ephesians 1:7-11 (JND) [7] in whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of offences, according to the riches of his grace; [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence, [9] having made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he purposed in himself [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him, [11] in whom we have also obtained an inheritance, being marked out beforehand according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his own will,

Ephesians 5:25-32 (JND) [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly: [30] for we are members of his body; [we are of his flesh, and of his bones.] [31] Because of this a man shall leave his father and mother, and shall be united to his wife, and the two shall be one flesh. [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Romans 3:10 (JND) [10] according as it is written, There is not a righteous [man], not even one;

Romans 5:1 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ;

Romans 5:1-10 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us. [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life.

Exodus 15:13 (JND) [13] Thou by thy mercy hast led forth the people that thou hast redeemed; Thou hast guided them by thy strength unto the abode of thy holiness.

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

John 14:15-18 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments. [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, [17] the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see him nor know him; but ye know him, for he abides with you, and shall be in you. [18] I will not leave you orphans, I am coming to you.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Acts 11:5 (JND) [5] I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in an ecstasy I saw a vision, a certain vessel descending like a great sheet, let down by four corners out of heaven, and it came even to me:

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?

Genesis 24:53 (JND) [53] And the servant brought forth silver articles, and gold articles, and clothing, and he gave [them] to Rebecca; and he gave to her brother, and to her mother, precious things.

Genesis 24:58 (JND) [58] And they called Rebecca and said to her, Wilt thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.

2 Timothy 1:7 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

1 Corinthians 12:11-27 (JND) [11] But all these things operates the one and the same Spirit, dividing to each in particular according as he pleases. [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. [14] For also the body is not one member but many. [15] If the foot say, Because I am not a hand I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [16] And if the ear say, Because I am not an eye I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [17] If the whole body [were] an eye, where the hearing? if all hearing, where the smelling? [18] But now God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased [him]. [19] But if all were one member, where the body? [20] But now the members [are] many, and the body one. [21] The eye cannot say to the hand, I have not need of thee; or again, the head to the feet, I have not need of you. [22] But much rather, the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; …

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

Acts 18:10 (JND) [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Romans 11:36 (JND) [36] For of him, and through him, and for him [are] all things: to him be glory for ever. Amen.

Ephesians 5 (JND) [1] Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children, [2] and walk in love, even as the Christ loved us, and delivered himself up for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. [3] But fornication and all uncleanness or unbridled lust, let it not be even named among you, as it becomes saints; …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …



EXTRACT

The thought of fellowship is one of the most important subjects in the two epistles. It is not local in itself; fellowship is general, but it works out locally. The economy of the assembly involves different local assemblies, but really there is only one fellowship. It involves the general thought, for He has called us—“by whom ye have been called into the fellowship” 

and “for we all partake of that one loaf”. They had been called, but what they had been called into was the same as Paul was in; they all partook of the one loaf. “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ? Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”, 1 Corinthians 10: 16, 17. The persons who would receive the ministry would have their part consciously in what is universal, but it would have a certain local expression. The economy of the assembly in its provisional side down here will cease when we enter on our heavenly position. She comes down from God out of heaven—one great thought—but at the present time the fellowship works out in localities, whether in this town, London, or New York. Here we are in heathen surroundings. 

In London we are in nominally Christian surroundings, but the position is the same in each place, for what is characteristic of the place is usually what Satan takes up in opposition. 

However great the difficulties, the faithfulness of God enables us to overcome them. 

This fellowship is one of the means that God employs to 

maintain things through the whole of this dispensation. “Who shall also confirm you to the end, unimpeachable in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”, implying that this is the means employed to keep us to the end. God is the dominating thought—Paul is apostle by God’s will; the letter is to the assembly of God at Corinth, and he thanks God in respect of the grace of God. It seems as if God has undertaken the matter; He had invaded Corinth in a most striking way. Paul is under great pressure. God had invaded the city through Paul and asserted His rights through him. The Lord said, Do not be afraid, I have much people in this city. He would see him through. It was a most difficult place, but the Lord would see him through, and so this epistle has the same thought—God would be with them now that Paul is away. 

Fellowship is a real bond—“Jesus Christ our Lord”. He is for us all, but then we are also for one another. There are many who readily admit that they are responsible to the Lord for everything they do, but they would perhaps hesitate to say that they are responsible to the brethren for everything. That the Lord should look into their affairs would be admitted, but if the brethren do, they complain; it is not their business. That is independency, because we are obligated to one another in the fellowship—it is a protective obligation. If a person is worldly and wants worldly things, his worldliness involves the brethren; he is dragging the brethren into it—in this sense, what one does, all do. That is a serious side that many do not recognise. 

This matter of obligation to one another is a thing that ought to be observed. There are those who say, You are interfering in what is my business, and the Lord knows my heart. That is an indication of a state of soul incompatible with the fellowship. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 52, pp.410,411) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.
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