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GOD’S PURPOSE TO HAVE A UNIVERSE THAT SPEAKS OF CHRIST

Romans 8: 28–30; Ephesians 1: 22, 23; Philippians 3: 20, 21 

PM  I wondered if we may look together and have a greater impression of what it means that God will have a universe that speaks of Christ. It was ever in His thoughts that it should be so. The first man was never in God’s purpose; God’s purpose centred in man in Christ. Christ was not just the answer to the fall; He was in God’s mind from the beginning before the fall. In God’s ways it was necessary that Christ should come into His own as Lord of all things, the first Adam being set aside to make way for the One who would take up His rights as the One who inherits everything. I wondered if we might get some impression as to what God has secured in man. In the first passage it stands related to what is for the pleasure of Christ, and the place that He has in His own distinctiveness, “that he should be the firstborn among many brethren”. We have been called as foreknown, predestinated, to be conformed to the image of His Son. What a wonderful thing that is, that Christ should be the centre of a universe for God, a universe of men. In Ephesians 1 we have some sense of what the assembly is, as “the fulness of him who fills all in all”, that vessel being the expression of what Christ is. Everything must speak to God of Christ. He has this vessel, “the fulness of him”, not only who fills everything, but who “fills all in all”. We may get some impression as to that as we enquire. Then finally I wondered if we may get a touch as to the One who is going to transform “our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. I think the Spirit would delight to give us a touch as to what it will be when these bodies are transformed into conformity to Christ’s body of glory. Do you think we could enquire on that line? 

EJM  Colossians 1 tells how the Father has operated in view of the body holding its Head, the One God is building the universe around. 

PM  Yes, just open that up as to Colossians. 

EJM  I was just thinking of Paul giving thanks to the Father “who has made us fit”, then He really clears the ground so that the body can see the wondrous outshining of the person of Christ. 

PM  Yes, what glory is brought before us in that passage in Colossians 1. It brings out what He is, the One who is heir of all, suggesting the great scope of what Christ will yet enter into, and the body stands in relation to that, does it not? The Spirit would give us enlarged thoughts as to what Christ is coming into, and what God is securing and what He has secured in relation to this glorious Person. It was a divine necessity that God should have a universe that only speaks of Christ, but will speak of Christ in every detail. 

RB  Do you think the Lord was expanding Mary in John 20? It was referred to this morning several times in thanksgiving. He says, “go to my brethren” (John 20: 17), but it was an expansive thought that He had in the message, was it not? 

PM  Yes, He was ascending. It was communicated to a lover, so today things are communicated to lovers. I suppose in one sense she is a type of the assembly, in that she becomes the custodian of light that had never been known before, and she carries that light to the circle where His own are gathered. What light it was; He was ascending to His Father. We always have to guard the distinctive relationship that the Lord Jesus has. It was His Father, and our Father. He gives character to the whole order of relationships that God has established and will remain eternally for the divine pleasure; it is centred in that blessed Person. Is that what you are thinking? 

RB  Yes, He had not exactly called them brethren before, had He? It is as if the Lord was drawing them into the secret of divine counsel and purpose; it says that He made the stars also. They were the product of divine workmanship, and that was what was going into heaven with Him, was it not? 

PM  He had not called them brethren in that way before. He has spoken to them as to the fact that they were His brethren, “who hear the word of God and do it” (Luke 8: 21), but His word as to “my brethren” in John 20 involves new relationships. They could not know those relationships apart from His having gone into death and coming out of it. He is opening up relationships now in which they can be associated with Him out of death, and in which they will take character from Him. 

EJM  In Colossians again it says, “firstborn of all creation; because by him were created all things”, Colossians 1: 15, 16. Not one thing was created without Him. I suppose it is as coming in, in the incarnation, coming into the area that His hand had created, that He has the glory of the “firstborn of all creation”, and then He is also, as risen, “firstborn from among the dead”, Colossians 1: 18. 

PM  What rights He has! He will take them all up publicly soon but He has them already. He has them because He has come out of death. Everything for God centres in a Man who has come out of death, another order of man altogether. He takes up what is rightly His, and He will do publicly in a day to come. In Romans 8 we have what is being wrought morally; in Philippians 3 we have what will be wrought in relation to our bodies but in Romans 8 we have what is wrought out morally, that we should be “conformed to the image of his Son”. 

JAB  What does the word ‘conformed’ mean here? It is not so much the meaning of the word as the spiritual impression it conveys that I would like help on. There is a common use of this word where you conform to something, you do it for the sake of outward appearance, you conform to the rules of society, but it is nothing like that. I just would like you to bring out the spiritual meaning of the word. 

PM  It seems to me that moral conformity that is spoken of here in Romans begins in the affections and the moral being of the believer. This was ever in God’s view, that is why He took us up, that we should be conformed to the image of His Son, and it is being wrought out inwardly in the believer at the present time. Soon it will come into display, but it is not just an outward putting on of a new set of clothes. There is conformation right through the moral being of the believer that he is being formed according to the image of God’s Son. 

JAB  That is helpful. I am glad of what you say that God had this in mind from before time, that this moral process should be part of my history and your history and the history of every believer in this room. So God’s purpose has not only been an end secured, but the process through which we move morally to that end is also part of this purpose. I have never thought of that before. 

PM  That is why I read the previous verse because we do know “that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose”. That working together for good is not just as though I work hard at work I will get promotion, that is not what is in view here. The prime thought here in the working together for good is the formation of Christ that is proceeding in the saints, and that in the ways of God, the disciplines through which we pass, and the circumstantial pressures, are working together for good. What is good? It is Christ in the saints. 

RB  The Lord’s expression to His own earlier in the gospels, “I will make you”, is that in line with what John is enquiring about? 

PM  Are you referring to Him taking up the fishermen? 

RB  Yes. 

PM  What they were as natural fishermen they were going to leave. When they went back to it in John 21 they went back to it because they had lost sight of their new relationship, but the Lord was making them something else, making them fishers of men. 

RB  You see it at the beginning of Acts in Peter when he stands up with the eleven, do you not? The product of workmanship, you can see Christ coming out in Peter. 

PM  Yes, really Peter’s commission began to take effect after John 21. It had in its fulness to wait for the coming of the Spirit, but even right at the beginning of the book of Acts you can see this formative work that had been taking place coming into expression in Peter. 

DS  Mark in his gospel said, “I will make you become fishers of men”, Mark 1: 17. It is a process in Mark. “I will make you” could be instantaneous, but Mark had been through the process and he just put that touch in. 

PM  And Mark is the servant’s gospel, he would give us some impression that if we are going to be here serviceable to the Lord things do not get put on automatically overnight. Formation has to take place if we are to be serviceable, and if there is to be effectiveness in service it comes from secret history with the Lord. 

AGM  So God’s ways with us are not independent of His purpose; they both have the same end in view. Do you think we need to consider that? We sometimes look at purpose on its own, and God’s ways on their own, but the great end is that there is a formation with us that is equal to His purpose. 

PM  And He orders things in the believer’s life that will serve His purpose. We used to be told when we were young (sayings that have come down are of value because you can hang your thoughts on them), that ‘God’s ways serve His purpose’ and they always will. God is God and His ways will always serve His purpose. What is His purpose? That we should be conformed to the image of His Son. You think of the whole history through the epistle to the Romans right up to chapter 8. You might say, how could God take up man in this way? What had he become, unregenerate, had not thought it good to have God in his thoughts. God has finished with that whole order of man; He has taken up you and me in relation to another Man that we should be conformed to the image of His Son. 

AGM  I think that is helpful. I would like if you would say something as to the “image of his Son”, the thought of image. Does it involve that there is representation? 

PM  I thought image involved expression, as you say, representation, and here in Romans it is coming out even here in the scene of testimony. There is already the expression of His Son in the scene of testimony. It seems to me to be a wonderful level that we reach here in Romans. That was God’s intention in taking us up, not only what we will be eternally (of course that must be so in His purpose), but even in the present time He had in view that there should be the expression of His beloved Son here in testimony. 

JMMcK  I was wondering about the matter of being foreknown, “whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated”. It is very stimulating to consider that God had thoughts at the outset that He is going to carry right through to perfection. 

PM  What you say is helpful. In divine thoughts and divine purpose, we are speaking of the One who inhabits eternity. He purposed in a past eternity, and in His foreknowledge, He looked right through the whole history of time; it is a small matter to God to look down the history of time, but He had in view that even in the present dispensation there would be men like Christ. How wonderful that we have been foreknown! He knew what He was going to do, even long before we knew anything about coming to Christ as our Saviour. He knew what He was going to effect. I believe that sometimes we are hindered by limiting everything to our blessing. We never come to God’s thoughts in purpose if we limit everything to the enjoyment of our blessing; we must see what God had in mind for the divine pleasure. 

JMMcK  I am sure that is right. At the outset God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”, Genesis 1: 26. Does that give us another impression as to how God had purposed that at the outset, that was what He was to achieve ultimately? 

PM  And in saying that, He had in view Christ, the One who is the image of the invisible God, He had in view that blessed Person. In the Old Testament God worked with man in the flesh, but when it came to the death of Christ He set aside that order of man altogether. It is a wonderful thing to lay hold of, that God’s purpose never had in mind man according to flesh. Even Israel will come into this later; they have not touched it yet, but they will come into it later, that God’s purpose for them is not according to flesh, but a portion in which they will live on account of Christ. 

RB  Is it not beautiful to see that when God took up persons in the Old Testament, it was features of Christ that He took up in them? Abraham was a friend, and Moses was the meekest man in all the earth, David was a man after His own heart, and so forth; there were features of Christ in these persons that God could relate to; is that right? 

PM  There were features that were formed in them which spoke to God of what He was going to bring in in its fulness in Jesus. It was not there in its fulness in Moses, the meekest man in all the earth, that was one feature that God found. Not every feature that was pleasurable to God was found in David, there were features that were not pleasurable to God, but everything waited for Christ and really God was working with these men having in view what would be established in Christ, you might say, with a forward look. He is operating in this dispensation in relation to what His purpose is, and He is carrying it through even in the days in which we are. 

TM  Counsel and purpose relate to eternity, and the things involved are worked out in time. 

PM  Counsel involves the way in which that purpose is going to be brought into expression, does it not? Divine purpose centres in divine love, it comes from the heart of God. Divine counsel involves that there were communications between divine Persons, involving that one divine Person would come into manhood, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me)”, Hebrews 10: 7. We have been told that that is the book of divine counsel, that one divine Person should come into manhood, in order that God might secure a universe that is like Him. How wonderful. We may get some touch as to the “body, the fulness of him who fills all in all”. What does that mean? 

EJM  It involves that all the features of Himself are seen there, do you think? Did not Mr Raven use this scripture in relation to Genesis 24 when Rebecca put on the veil and covered herself? He said that she was in the realisation that she was the fulness of Isaac. 

PM  Yes, why did he say that? 

EJM  She was to be wholly for him. 

PM  Yes, she knew that she was the expression of all that he is, but the time of that display had not yet come; she was going to hold that glory entirely for him. Here He “gave him to be head over all things to the assembly, which is his body, the fulness of him”. There is nothing in the assembly other than what represents and displays Christ. 

RB  In Genesis 2 it says, “Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman” (Genesis 2: 22). Would that be the idea? Psalm 139 would support that line of thought, would it not? 

PM  What is Psalm 139? 

RB  From verse 14 onwards, “I will praise thee, for I am fearfully, wonderfully made. Marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well”, and so forth right through to, “how precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great is the sum of them!” (Psalm 139: 17). 

PM  You are linking that with the formation of the assembly. That is an interesting reference, “My bones were not hidden from thee when I was made in secret, curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth” (Psalm 139: 15). In Genesis 2 the man says, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” (Genesis 2: 23). Everything that Adam saw was the expression of himself, and that is what Christ has in the assembly. It must be so because she lives in the power of His life. She draws everything from Him, “the fulness of him who fills all in all”. 

AGM  Is this greater than Genesis 2, His body? 

PM  Yes, as being one with Himself, one entity, although it would include Genesis 2 I am sure you would agree. That is why I say she is living in the power of His life, that His life is hers; she is drawing everything as one with Himself. 

AGM  Every impulse in the body should come from the Head. The breakdown came when Eve acted on an impulse that did not come from Adam as her head. 

PM  Yes, and so one is she with Himself, that in the day to come when He comes out in His glory, He will shine through that vessel, no need of a lamp for “the lamp thereof is the Lamb”, Revelation 21: 23. He will shine through that vessel; she will be the expression of all that He is, both God-ward and man-ward. Would you say that? 

AGM  I would think that is right. It is beautiful to see that persons such as you and me are brought into that, and it is all God’s purpose. It really brings out a note of worship. Sometimes I wonder, Why did God choose me? 

PM  May we keep asking that question, because we are here on the basis of mercy. I believe that the more we appreciate mercy the more we will be desirous of entering into the heights of God’s purpose. If I feel that I have a right to the blessing, I shall be content with the level of things that centre in me, but here everything centres in Christ, the One who “fills all in all”. There will be the universe that not only is seen to be like Him as filled by Him, but there will be a universe that is formed in keeping with Christ. There is the inward formation in the assembly that will be for God’s pleasure, and will come into expression. How wondrous this is! We have a part in it now. 

JAB  I would like to understand verse 22 better. It is often remarked on locally but I still do not understand it fully. Paul is not emphasising here that Christ is Head of the assembly. He does that often in other scriptures but not here. What is he driving at here when he says, “gave him to be head over all things to the assembly”? Is it something that the assembly takes account of which is wonderful in its scope? Would that be right? 

PM  Yes, we can get help on it together. It seems to me if we look at it from the illustrations that God gives us in the natural relationships, that a man is head of his house; he administers the finance and the maintenance of the house. He is head over all that but he holds it all in relation to his wife. She is his chief object. He is administering the whole household in relation to what his joy is in his wife, and that seems to me like what Christ is doing. God has given Him a place of universal dominion and He holds it all in relation to the assembly; He is Head over all things to the assembly. She is the object of His affections in all that He is administering for the pleasure of God. 

JAB  Yes, that is very helpful. It seems to me another glory of Christ. He has that glory as Head of the assembly, which is unique and distinctive, and Paul’s ministry often brings it out in its glory; but here I think it would be wrong to say something wider than that (because you do not want to be too analytical about it), but as you said Head of a whole universe. The assembly takes account of Him and it adds to His glory in her eyes; would that be right? 

PM  It brings out what He is publicly, that publicly His headship will cover the whole universe for God, but He is Head to the assembly, that is the secret side. It brings out the greatness of the Person, that having been raised from among the dead He has been given dominion, He has been given authority, He has been given the place of headship over all things; He is the One who will fill all in all. How great Christ is and yet we are united to Him. I wonder if we realise how it would colour our relationships and activity in our local companies if we move in the light of this, that the One who is Head of God’s universe is Head of it to the assembly. 

MB  Is there any connection in what you are saying with Colossians 2 where it says, “For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; and ye are complete in him”, Colossians 2: 9, 10? 

PM  Yes. “In him dwells all the fulness”, all the expression of what could be known and is known of God is dwelling in that blessed Man, and we are complete or filled full. We need nothing outside of Christ. I think it does link with what we are touching here, that everything is centred in that Man for God, and in Colossians it is centred in that Man as far as we are concerned. We are complete in Him. 

MB  Mr Darby’s note might be of help. It says, ‘The fulness or completeness of the Godhead is in Christ, as towards us; and we, as towards God, are complete in him’. We are on very high ground, are we not? 

PM  I read an article of Mr Stoney’s on the plane coming up; ‘High ground is safe ground’ (J. B. Stoney Vol. 2, p.37). It is only one page, it is worth reading. It is safe ground because it lifts us away from what is of man and holds us nearer to divine Persons. It is not for our mental apprehension, but to fill our hearts with the greatness of the One who is holding everything for God. We are complete in Him. I have to challenge my heart about that. Do I need anything outside of Christ or is He sufficient? He is sufficient to sustain the universe eternally for God. 

JAB  These statements, such as our brother has drawn attention to are true, and we come into the good of it by faith. Faith is something, I feel for myself, that I perhaps downgrade to the operation of faith in everyday circumstances, and initial faith in Christ; but we need faith for the heights, do we not? We are complete in Him is a scripture that is true and God has done that. It is not that we have made ourselves complete in Him. For our part we have to have the faith that that is true, and lay hold of it, so we need faith in the height of the service of God as much as we do in going through the wilderness pathway, do we not? 

PM  We do, and would you say that we need as we assemble together faith in the Spirit? I think the Spirit would help us to take our feet off the bottom; you do not get very far if you do not take your feet off the bottom, and the Spirit would help us. What may appear to be beyond our reach is available to us in the power of the Spirit and He would help us however young we are. If we lay hold in faith that the Spirit’s power is there, to take us from the scene in which everything militates against the work of God, and to take us into a scene in which everything centres in Christ. Would you go with that? 

TM  Would a scripture like this help us to value and appreciate that, whilst Adam had only dominion over the fish in the sea and the fowl of the heavens and the cattle, and was the head of a fallen race, now Christ has been given to be Head over all things to the assembly, which is His body. It shows the distinctiveness and glory of the Head in heaven. 

PM  Adam could never fill “all in all”. He became, speaking carefully, the title head to a fallen race but he could never fill “all in all”. There is only one Man great enough to fill “all in all”, and not only that the universe might display Him, but that it might be formed in keeping with Him. That is what is involved in filling all in all”. We are speaking of the redeemed universe, and it will display Christ in every detail, but it will display Him as formed in keeping with Him, ‘every feature Christ reflecting’. How wondrous, yet we have a part in it now. I wonder if I believe it that He has already got this place. It is given Him to be head over all things. 

AGM  Open up the expression “all in all” more fully for the young ones. 

PM  Well I do not know that I can. As our brother said, we are in deep water, but it seems to me that the expression “all in all” involves not only what shines out, but what is formed inwardly in the affections of men that will be for God’s pleasure. 

AGM  I think that is helpful, because what it involves is that there is a whole scene that is marked by Christ. There is not one spot or any area that Christ does not fill. He fills all and He is all. That is a wonderful thing. 

PM  Yes, and in the assembly and in a wider sense God will have secured His answer because of the way in which He has won the affections of men. How wonderful that He should have done it. You may say He has affected our conscience; yes He has, but He has affected our conscience in view of reaching our affections. That is what God had in view, “My son”, He says, “give me thy heart”, Proverbs 23: 26. That is a word to us all that there should be no reserve, but His filling all in all involves that every heart is satisfied and formed in relation to that Man. 

EJM  You get a similar expression in 1 Corinthians 15, “that God may be all in all” (1 Corinthians 15: 28). He is “all” objectively, and He is “in all” subjectively. Is that right? 

PM  Yes. 

EJM  And it also shows that eternally the Deity is going to remain. 

PM  That passage I think helps us because “then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all”. He will be known through the One who is the Mediator. He will never cease to be the Mediator. The assembly will take up its place in mediatorial relations; in one sense she has it now, it is not publicly seen but she has it now. 

EJM  It is really Christ in the sense that He is God. 

PM  Absolutely, it must be so, otherwise He could not be the Mediator, but He will hold the universe as one because of the greatness of who He is, and because of His relations with the assembly. 

EJM  In Revelation 21 it says “the tabernacle of God is with men” (Revelation 21: 3). 

God is going to dwell with men and His residence of glory is going to be in the assembly, but we will not see God. Paul says that in Timothy, “no man has seen nor is able to see”, 1 Timothy 6: 16. It must involve the mediatorial position. 

PM  And God will tabernacle with men through the assembly. That will be His dwelling-place. What a wonderful thing that is, that He will tabernacle with men. That is a wide thought and He will do that through the assembly. 

RB  Is not what is before us the product of the unselfish character of the service of divine Persons for each other? The Spirit is hardly mentioned in this chapter yet this is the product of the Spirit’s service. 

PM  That is interesting. We are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise in Ephesians 1, where the purpose of God is brought out (Ephesians 1: 13). The Holy Spirit is not emphasised in Ephesians 1; He comes in later, but the purpose of God centres in Christ. The purpose of God is to head up all things in the Christ. I think that is why the Spirit is not emphasised here because His service is to exalt Christ. How dependent we will be on the Spirit eternally; “that he may be with you for ever”, John 14: 16. I wondered if the Lord may just give us some impression of the transformation of “our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. 

EJM  John says, “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”, 1 John 3: 2. Here at the close of this dispensation we are going to see Him when He comes for us, when He calls His own to be with Himself, do you think? 

PM  Yes I think so, and what we shall be has not yet been made manifest, but when it is manifested, “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”. What we do know is that it is a body of glory. The Lord never had a body of humiliation, we have to guard that. We have bodies of humiliation because of sin but He never had a body of humiliation. He had a body that was devoted to the will of God. Stephen had a glimpse of Jesus glorified, and it affected him even outwardly. It may be, dear brethren, that at the Supper and in the service of God, there is even perhaps a change in the appearance of the saints as beholding the glory of the Lord. Is that going too far? 

MB  I have been thinking lately that the Supper is the best place to grow. We may worry ourselves about becoming conformed to Christ but the Lord says we cannot add to our stature by one cubit. We may try to do that by effort but the best place to grow is at the Supper. 

PM  Yes, how valuable the Supper is, and that as together we can know what it is to look on the glory of the Lord with unveiled face, “we all, looking on the glory of the Lord”, 2 Corinthians 3: 18. What we shall soon see of course will be His body of glory in its fulness, but the character of it, I believe, is to be known as we see Him by the Spirit in the service of praise. Is that right? 

AGM  I think that is right. You get the impression from this that it is the only thing that needs to be changed. What we enjoy at the Supper and in the service of God will be enjoyed in its fulness apart from the body of glory at that time. 

PM  I think that is encouraging. When we see Him the work will be complete, all that will need to be done will be the transformation of these bodies, “transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. What a change it will be. It is in the singular here, our body and His body. I believe it is the condition that is spoken of. We will see Him in the condition in which He is now. 

EJM  These bodies will be sown in corruption as we await this moment. When the Lord takes one and another to be with Himself, “It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power”, 1 Corinthians 15: 42, 43. 

That is a remarkable thought that when we bury loved ones who have gone to be with Himself, this is the hope that though we bury them in corruption, they are going to be raised in incorruptibility. That would link on with this body of glory, do you think? 

PM  Yes it would. That relates to those who have fallen asleep. We, the living, expect to be here when the Lord comes. His coming is immediate, but when He comes these bodies will be quickened. He will quicken our mortal bodies on account of His Spirit that dwells in us. For just a brief moment the work of the Spirit in the saints will be so complete, here upon the earth, the bodies quickened, that for a brief moment (how can you put time on it?) there will be that quickened response for the Lord Jesus as He descends from heaven; divine Persons working together in relation to the rapture. It is a wonderful thing. 

JB  I was just going to say the same thing and draw attention to that scripture in 1 Corinthians 15, the heavenly One and the heavenly ones. 

PM  Yes, please open that up. 

JB  I do not think I can, but it just gives us an impression of the Lord Jesus and those who are like Him. 

PM  Yes, “such as the heavenly one, such also the heavenly ones”, 1 Corinthians 15: 48. That really sums up the reading, that God will have an answer in men, both morally and in the condition in which they will be, exactly like the heavenly One. 

TM  The scripture says, “He is Saviour of the body”, Ephesians 5: 23. Is that now? Then this would be His final act of Saviourhood, “as Saviour, who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. 

PM  Yes, this will be His final act in relation to that Saviourhood. His being the Saviour of the body comes in in Ephesians. I believe His Saviourhood of the body is operating in view of us taking up our part in the assembly. It is not only that I might feel better, but His Saviourhood of the body is in view of me taking up my part in the body, and that I might be able to function in it, and so He operates in these mortal conditions in view of that activity. 
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Scripture references

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Ephesians 1:22-23 (JND) [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Philippians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Luke 8:21 (JND) [21] But he answering said to them, My mother and my brethren are those who hear the word of God and do [it].

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Colossians 1:15-16 (JND) [15] who is image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation; [16] because by him were created all things, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth, the visible and the invisible, whether thrones, or lordships, or principalities, or authorities: all things have been created by him and for him.

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Mark 1:17 (JND) [17] And Jesus said to them, Come after me, and I will make you become fishers of men;

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

Genesis 24 (JND) [1] And Abraham was old, [and] advanced in age; and Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. [2] And Abraham said to his servant, the eldest of his house, who ruled over all that he had, Put thy hand, I pray thee, under my thigh, [3] and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that thou take not a wife for my son of the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am dwelling; …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2:22 (JND) [22] And Jehovah Elohim built the rib that he had taken from Man into a woman; and brought her to Man.

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …

Psalms 139 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah, thou hast searched me, and known [me]. [2] *Thou* knowest my down-sitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off; [3] Thou searchest out my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways; …

Psalms 139:17 (JND) [17] But how precious are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them!

Psalms 139:15 (JND) [15] My bones were not hidden from thee when I was made in secret, curiously wrought in the lower parts of the earth.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Revelation 21:23 (JND) [23] And the city has no need of the sun nor of the moon, that they should shine for it; for the glory of God has enlightened it, and the lamp thereof [is] the Lamb.

Colossians 2 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. …

Colossians 2:9-10 (JND) [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority,

Proverbs 23:26 (JND) [26] My son, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes observe my ways.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:28 (JND) [28] But when all things shall have been brought into subjection to him, then the Son also himself shall be placed in subjection to him who put all things in subjection to him, that God may be all in all.)

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:3 (JND) [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God.

1 Timothy 6:16 (JND) [16] who only has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen, nor is able to see; to whom [be] honour and eternal might. Amen.

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 1:13 (JND) [13] in whom *ye* also [have trusted], having heard the word of the truth, the glad tidings of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, ye have been sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise,

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:42-43 (JND) [42] Thus also [is] the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruptibility. [43] It is sown in dishonour, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power.

1 Corinthians 15 (JND) [1] But I make known to you, brethren, the glad tidings which I announced to you, which also ye received, in which also ye stand, [2] by which also ye are saved, (if ye hold fast the word which I announced to you as the glad tidings,) unless indeed ye have believed in vain. [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures; …

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Ephesians 5:23 (JND) [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body.



OUR HEAVENLY INHERITANCE

G. A. Brown 

Deuteronomy 3: 23–27; 8: 7–10; 34: 1–6; Ephesians 3: 14–21 

It is very remarkable that Moses knew so much about the land of Canaan without ever having been there. He was born as we know in Egypt, and in principle I suppose you could say he was baptised there. He grew up for forty years in Egypt, which is a figure of the world around us, the world system set up in independence of God. Moses was given every opportunity to make progress in Egypt, not only was he some kind of prince but he was adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter. But a time came when he was true to his baptism, “choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have the temporary pleasure of sin; esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense”, Hebrews 11: 25, 26. So he left Egypt; he spent the next forty years of his life in obscurity, but in that time he learned a lot; he learned about the presence of God at the burning bush; he learned the holiness of God. He also learned to sit by the well, he learned what was in his own heart when he had to put his hand into his bosom and it came out leprous, he learned how to control the serpent, and he acquired a wife as well. How much entered into those years! He learned to keep sheep, to care for them, all preparation for the great work that lay before him in taking the people of God out of Egypt and leading them and nursing them through the wilderness. What experiences entered into the wilderness. We cannot go into all that now, but here he is at the very end of the wilderness journey, longing to go over the Jordan into this land, and Jehovah said ‘No’. There was a reason for that, and we can leave it for the moment, but Jehovah said, “Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes”. 

Now, I want to make an application of this scripture and view Moses here as a man in flesh and blood such as we are; he was not in the land, but I think we could say that the land was in Moses. It certainly was in his heart. You can easily see that by the way he speaks of it, “the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon”. That was God’s promised land; what God had in mind was a place of blessing for His people. It refers in type to what is heavenly and Moses had all that in his heart. So Jehovah says to him, “Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward”; that is remarkable; he has to look in four directions, four points of the compass. I do not want to be imaginative but I think we can take the suggestion from it that he must have been right in the centre. He never was physically in the land, but he was in spirit there already. That is our privilege dear brethren. We are still here in flesh and blood, we are not in heaven yet, but we can enjoy heavenly things. I trust that heaven is in our hearts, the place where we really find our life. It is very interesting that Jehovah says, “lift up thine eyes westward”, westward comes first. We quite often associate west with decline, but I am inclined to think that here it points to the ingathering of the nations, because if Moses had looked westward he would have seen the great sea, the Mediterranean, leading to Europe—the route that Paul took to Philippi and ultimately to Rome. What wonderful ingathering there has been from the west, from Europe, and its outgoings. The west comes first here, then the north and south—that is the extent of the land. It was long and narrow, and north and south were the extreme points of it, so the whole scope of the heavenly land, the heavenly inheritance, was visible to him. We cannot say too much about the east, but coming last it may just point to a day of coming blessing for the east. 

When we come to chapter 8, Moses is really warming to his subject and his description of the land would almost seem like he had been living in it. So he had, in a certain sense. The first thing that strikes you about it is the abundance of water, it is “a good land, a land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills”, this heavenly land is so permeated by the Holy Spirit of God. We sometimes sing that, ‘By the Spirit all pervading’ (Hymn 14). These deep waters “gush forth in the valleys and hills”, there is such energy in it, the power of the Spirit operating in such a way as to motivate and energise the saints, so that we are “strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man” (Ephesians 3: 16); it is that kind of gushing forth of the power of the Spirit. Then there is the land of wheat and barley, which is another interesting thing because usually the barley comes first. This suggests to me that as the saints are in the enjoyment of their heavenly inheritance, Christ becomes increasingly glorious to them—as “firstborn from among the dead” (Colossians 1: 18); that is the barley. “Vines”, that is joy; “fig-trees”, that is sweetness. The fig-tree says in Jotham’s parable, “Should I leave my sweetness, and my good fruit …?” (Judges 9: 11); how rich all this is! “Pomegranates”—do you know what pomegranates are? They speak of brethren dwelling together in unity. What an enjoyable land this is—this heavenly land; brethren all enjoying the same precious fruits, breathing the atmosphere of heaven itself. Then we have “olive-trees and honey”. Now, olive-trees also speak of the Holy Spirit, but this is a more mature thought, because the olive has to be taken and pressed and made into oil; oil for the light, oil for the anointing. These things are all available to us in this good land. “Honey”, you only get honey from where there are bees. I read just recently that there are about 30,000 bees in a hive, all active, all operating to one end to produce what is sweet. What a picture it is of brethren dwelling together in unity in the light of their heavenly calling. 

Then it goes on to say, “a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness”. Moses had come through the wilderness, he had known what it was to be fed day by day and the water as well; the wilderness is a dry place and they received water from the rock which followed them, a spiritual rock—that Rock was the Christ. They gathered the manna every day and they received just as much as they needed for that day and that, of course, is one of the valuable lessons of the wilderness. Have you learned to depend on God day by day? But when you come into the heavenly land “thou shalt eat bread without scarceness”, there is abundance. Surely everybody would wish to be in the enjoyment of this land. When you walk through the wilderness there are five or six days of the week, and you do begin to feel the emptiness and dryness and barrenness of the place, but amongst the saints you can enjoy heavenly things without scarceness you can eat bread to the full, you can have as much of Christ as you want. That has been said before but it is true; there is no limit; you can have as much as you want. 

It also says, “thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper”. That seems to me to suggest that iron is the inflexible character of God’s purpose for us, and the copper, which is the same word as brass, takes your mind, does it not, to the brazen altar, that altar where Christ suffered. We know that the fire consumed these offerings in the past, but at Calvary’s altar there came a point when the fire went out because God’s claims had been fully met. God was satisfied and the judgment was over. How wonderful that everything that we have in the way of blessing has been secured on the basis of the precious work of our Lord Jesus. It is all secured in perfect righteousness and God is fully satisfied. 

Every time the camp moved, they were moving nearer the land, every time the altar had to be cleansed of the ashes. The ashes meant that the fire had gone out; it had burned with a ferocity which we can never grasp—the judgment of God on all that was offensive to Him. 

What was released was the fragrance of that precious offering, but now the fire has gone out; the altar is cleansed of its ashes and the people move forward, a day’s march nearer home toward their heavenly inheritance. 

In chapter 34 we have still another view. It is not here westward, northward, southward and eastward. “And Jehovah shewed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the hindmost sea”. This is the land populated, it is full of people. It has been so beautifully put by another, ‘heaven with the saints in it’ (J. Taylor, Vol. 17, p.144). What a thought! We sang at the beginning, ‘Where the saints in glory thronging, 

Where they feed on life’s blest Tree— 

There is stilled each earnest longing, 

Satisfied our souls shall be’. (Hymn 206) 

‘Stilled each earnest longing’, you are able to eat bread without scarceness here; no want, no thirst, no trials, no difficulties; just the unmingled enjoyment of heavenly things. So, he saw it all and then he died. It pleased Jehovah to take him by way of death. Now, as I have said, giving it an application to ourselves, we are here in wilderness conditions, in flesh and blood conditions, yet enjoying what is heavenly. It may be that the Lord might take us by way of death as He did Moses, but what we look for is for Him to take us right over the Jordan Himself, into the enjoyment of our eternal portion. I know that there are different ways you can apply these scriptures, and I am just giving it this application that what lies ahead of us, dear brethren, in heavenly glory is to be enjoyed now, 

‘In spirit there already, 

Soon we ourselves shall be 

In soul and body perfect, 

All glorified, with Thee’. (Hymn 56) 

What a thought it was! God buried Moses, but I think that Moses is over the Jordan now in the true sense of the word, because we read of him along with Elias on the mount of transfiguration; it says, ‘appearing with Him in glory’. I think he is in the enjoyment of that which he was so zealous for, and so desirous to enjoy in the condition of flesh and blood. 

That now on the other side of death it is open to us all, dear brethren. One day soon, the Lord will come and we will be there in actuality. Not limited any more by the restrictions of flesh and blood, but able to enjoy our heavenly portion fully in actuality. 

I read the passage in Ephesians and I cannot say very much more about it; there has been so much said about it before, but you are actually there. I almost read in Revelation 21 about the city in the millennial setting, where it says, “the length and the breadth and the height of it are equal” (Revelation 21: 16), that is to say it is a very large cube. The dimensions are, of course, symbolic, but just to give an idea, I believe it has been worked out that it would stretch from here down to North Africa and halfway across the Atlantic and the same upwards. So it is very substantial, breadth and length and height, that is for display; the wondering universe will see it because of the substantiality of it. 

When you come to Ephesians, there is another dimension. There is a fourth dimension which means it is spiritual. Material things are all three dimensional, but in 

spiritual things you have four dimensions. You started with west, north, south, east, and it is wonderful to be in the middle, but then you have this wonderful, great city: breadth and length and height, how substantial it is. But in Ephesians you have breadth and length and depth and height. You are in a sphere now that is vast, yet finite. There is a point beyond which the creature cannot go, and it must relate to the created sphere, but how vast it is, “breadth and length and depth and height”. We can never forget the depth. The Lord Jesus plumbed the depths to secure all this for God’s eternal pleasure and for our eternal blessing and here we are right in the centre. You can look up, you can look down, you can look in every direction, “breadth and length and depth and height; and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge”. That is something that exists outside of the created sphere, “the love of the Christ”, that could never be measured; you could never put dimensions on “the love of the Christ”, because it surpasses knowledge. Dear brethren, that is where we are, right at the centre in the enjoyment of the unclouded love of Christ, and the enjoyment of all the great thoughts of God in blessing for His people. This is our heavenly inheritance. Dear brethren, let us go in for it and be in the full enjoyment of what our eternal portion will be, but enjoy it now. May the Lord bless the word. 
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Scripture references

Deuteronomy 3:23-27 (JND) [23] And I besought Jehovah at that time, saying, [24] Lord Jehovah, thou hast begun to shew thy servant thy greatness, and thy powerful hand; for what God is in the heavens or in the earth that can do like to thy works, and like to thy might? [25] Let me go over, I pray thee, and see the good land that is beyond the Jordan, that goodly mountain, and Lebanon. [26] But Jehovah was wroth with me on your account, and did not hear me; and Jehovah said to me, Let it suffice thee; speak no more unto me of this matter! [27] Go up to the top of Pisgah, and lift up thine eyes westward, and northward, and southward, and eastward, and behold it with thine eyes; for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.

Deuteronomy 8:7-10 (JND) [7] For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; [8] a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; [9] a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper. [10] And thou shalt eat and be filled, and shalt bless Jehovah thy God for the good land which he hath given thee.

Deuteronomy 34:1-6 (JND) [1] And Moses went up from the plains of Moab to mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is opposite Jericho. And Jehovah shewed him the whole land, Gilead to Dan, [2] and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and Manasseh, and all the land of Judah, unto the hindmost sea, [3] and the south, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm-trees, to Zoar. [4] And Jehovah said unto him, This is the land that I swore unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying, Unto thy seed will I give it: I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither. [5] And Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah. [6] And he buried him in the valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-Peor; and no man knows his sepulchre to this day.

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Hebrews 11:25-26 (JND) [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Ephesians 3:16 (JND) [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man;

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Judges 9:11 (JND) [11] But the fig-tree said to them, Should I leave my sweetness, and my good fruit, and go to wave over the trees?

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21:16 (JND) [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal.



EXTRACT

In John 14, the Lord was about to die. John says much more than others about what the Lord said, what we could call His dying words. His dying commandments, for they were that. Moses and Elias met Him on the mount and they spoke about His departure, “his decease which he should accomplish in Jerusalem”. In truth it was a question of His dying; He came down from the mount to die. He went up to be transfigured, but when the transfiguration was over He was just seen as He was; “Jesus alone with themselves”, the apostles and Himself. He came down from the mount to die. That was what Moses and Elias were speaking of. They spoke of Him, they spoke to Him; showing how honoured they were, for He was coming down to die, and, dear brethren, that is what we think of at the Lord’s supper. “This is my body, which is for you”, not His body in glory, but His body in which He died. His death is in mind, when He says, “which is for you”. It is the communion of it, the portion we have together in the Lord as having died. Then He goes on to speak about being remembered, called to mind; that is not in His death, it is in His present state above; that is to say, He is not to be forgotten. The Lord’s supper, the memorial side of it, is to keep us from forgetting the Lord, for we are apt to do that. He says, ‘This do for the calling of me to mind’; the departed One, the absent One, the glorious One, but nevertheless the One that so many have forgotten, whom so many do not care about. Thus it was of old. “As for this Moses, the man that brought us out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him”. It was a small matter to them, but I hope it is not a small matter to anybody here. Do we miss the Lord? He is coming back, of course. He has been away for hundreds of years. What has He been doing? What is He now doing? Israel is not being saved, nor the nations being gathered. 

There is indeed the gathering together of the children of God; that is what is going on, dear brethren. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 60, pp.224, 225) 
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Scripture references

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …
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