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SALVATION

SALVATION

Romans 10: 1 - 21

The idea of salvation is in regard to the present time. The coming of the Lord changes the whole condition of things here upon earth. Now, nothing is changed outwardly, and yet salvation has come in, salvation from what is here. In this chapter the important thing is confession. What we want in regard of God is righteousness. What we want in regard of enemies is salvation. When Israel saw their enemies dead on the sea-shore it was salvation for them. Salvation is now realised in the confession that Christ is Lord. That is the condition of salvation. The great thought of the kingdom is salvation. Confession is the habit or attitude of the soul. It is characteristic of the man that he calls Christ “Lord”, owning His authority and power. We grow up to salvation by tasting that the Lord is gracious and then we desire the sincere milk of the word. Salvation is from your enemies and from the hand of all that hate you. Israel’s enemies were outward — ours are spiritual enemies. 

Salvation is from all that to which a man’s soul is in bondage, from that he needs to be saved. It is present and it is in order that we may serve God. This is the purpose of the gospel. In the first eight chapters of Romans we get how God brings this about. The kingdom of God exists now in the soul of the believer. It is in the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit is in the soul of the believer. “He shall save his people from their sins” means from the governmental consequences of their sins. You could not be in salvation apart from the Holy Spirit. 

Israel will have to pay the uttermost farthing. It will be the discipline through which they pass in the great tribulation. When a soul is awakened what he wants [p. 2] is righteousness. You must have belief in the heart before confession. Righteousness lies in believing God’s testimony. Confession with the mouth cannot be until the Holy Spirit is received — no one can call Jesus “Lord” but by the Holy Spirit. When the power and authority of the Lord is owned in the soul all fears are removed and you have on the helmet of salvation. Confession is characteristic: it is not one act only, and the man can stand against any evil — he has no fears. The great point that Christ is risen is God’s testimony. Man cannot have to do with God as a mere act of mind — it must be the heart — man’s mind is an eye. 

Christ is the testimony which God has been pleased to set forth to men. Men are not free to serve God until they are at liberty to worship God — they must be set free from bondage first. The coming of the Lord brings in the kingdom but we have it now in the Holy Spirit who is the power to maintain it in us. “Righteousness, and peace, and joy”. Israel never sang “Jehovah reigneth” till they were over the Red Sea. ‘Salvation’ is from what is without — ‘deliverance’ is from what is within. In order to be maintained in the enjoyment of salvation there must be the continuance in confessing Christ as Lord. The Holy Spirit not only starts a person but He maintains him in it and produces “righteousness, and peace, and joy”. 

Death is God’s judgment, the fear of death is in the hands of the devil and salvation removes this fear. The purpose of the gospel is to bring salvation to man, so that he may be delivered from his enemies and set free to serve God. Every intelligent being ought to serve God. God is entitled to the service of every man. Anyone who has apprehended the grace of God will desire to serve God. Salvation is an effective thing — it is a question of realisation. The power and authority of the Lord are maintained in us by the Holy Spirit. 

Righteousness means that you are free from liability. 

[p. 3] Enjoyment is found in God Himself. The grace of God brings salvation to you — salvation from the power of evil. 


Scripture references

Romans 10:1-21 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. [4] For Christ is [the] end of law for righteousness to every one that believes. [5] For Moses lays down in writing the righteousness which is of the law, The man who has practised those things shall live by them. [6] But the righteousness of faith speaks thus: Do not say in thine heart, Who shall ascend to the heavens? that is, to bring Christ down; [7] or, Who shall descend into the abyss? that is, to bring up Christ from among [the] dead. [8] But what says it? The word is near thee, in thy mouth and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach: [9] that if thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among [the] dead, thou shalt be saved. [10] For with [the] heart is believed to righteousness; and with [the] mouth confession made to salvation. [11] For the scripture says, No one believing on him shall be ashamed. [12] For there is no difference of Jew and Greek; for the same Lord of all [is] rich towards all that call upon him. …



THE WAYS OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL

[p. 4] THE WAYS OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL

1 Timothy 2 and 1 Timothy 3

This epistle is addressed to one who was by birth a Jew. It was to establish on a broad platform the ways of God in the gospel. The reason is given in verses 15 and 16 of chapter 3. This is a very different idea from all that was in the mind of the Jew in regard to God. The Jew looked upon God as a kind of national God, but here all is on the broad platform of the gospel. Christ gave Himself a ransom for all, and it shows the place which the house of God has in respect of God’s ways in the testimony. 

The first great thing for the servant was how to behave himself in the house of God — this is most important. Many think that because they have the Scriptures they are independent of the house of God. If a man has not learnt how to behave himself in the house of God, he cannot be an effective servant because the house of God is the pillar and base of the truth. The house of God is the assembly of the living God — it is still here. If a man receives light from God, He will put him in circumstances where he can carry it out. The two things go together — the enlightenment and the circumstances in which you can carry it out — where you can conduct yourself on the principles of the house of God. This is individual. One has to find out what the house of God is by the Spirit, which is innate in every christian. The house of God is soon found when people are conscious of the presence of the Spirit. It is astonishing how soon people are clear as to the house of God when they are clear as to the presence of the Spirit. The Spirit brings us into the house — it is a place of prayer, a place where God dwells and where you get acquainted with God and you learn what is suited to Him. You never find the house of God spoken of in any epistle to [p. 5] the church. It is spoken of either in the catholic epistles, such as Peter’s, or it is to the servant. 

You have the temple in Corinthians, but it was characteristic there — it was their place and privilege. He was impressing upon the Corinthians holiness and unity. The temple is not so wide a thought as the house — the former being connected more with sanctity. The temple of God is holy. You get God’s family, which is God’s house or His household. The “house of Aaron” meant Aaron and his descendants — that is the idea of house now; those born of God are His house. Thus a christian is never out of the house for he forms part of it. Jew and gentile are built together, thus it covers the whole company of God’s chosen. This is why it is not a local assembly. It is the house of God because God dwells there. As a man is known by his house so God is to be known in His house as a Saviour God and a God of grace — His children are to be the expression of this. God gave testimony to Israel but very little testimony went out from Israel, but now the house is evangelical. The work of God through the evangelist should go on whatever the state of confusion in the world, because the house is still there. 

Baptism brings you into the system of christianity in contrast to judaism. It brings you into the “court which is without”, Revelation 11: 2. John was to measure the altar and the temple and the worshippers — the true thing — but not the court without. Children do not form part of the house of God but they are in the kingdom, “for the kingdom of the heavens is of such” (Matthew 19: 14), and they come within the court of the temple but do not form part of the house itself. 

The epistles are addressed to those who were on the ground of profession. What characterises the house of God is life, it cannot go beyond the limits of the Spirit; it is a spiritual house. The “great house” is the system of profession built up by man and it will be [p. 6] rejected. The house of God is composed of those who obey the gospel of God. Those who do not obey are left to judgment on account of the jealousy of God with regard to His children. There is no confusion in what is of God: the confusion is in what man has set up. What has been built by Christ has been obscured — but it is there all the same. Everything is of the living God — the christian is the child of the living God — everything is connected with the living God who has come out in the power of resurrection. You cannot connect a dead world with a living God — death is upon all else. 

“My house” is the centre of approach for all the world (Isaiah 56: 1 - 8). It gives you the idea of it — a centre of gathering, not only for Israel but for all nations. Jehovah was the God of the whole earth. The Spirit of adoption brings you beyond anything of earth. A man goes up to the house of God in his own soul, in the apprehension of it. All progress must be spiritual. First we go into the courts of the tabernacle and eventually find ourselves in God’s house. We never can know God except in His own house. Every child of God who has the Spirit forms part of God’s house. Every justified person has the Spirit. 

The point in 1 Timothy 2 is “testimony” — what suits God. If I go into a man’s house I study him because I would like to be in accord with that person and with his mind. So, in God’s house both the men and the women have to be in accord with God. The house of God is known by the prevalence of unity. The house of God is what God has set up here on earth — it is the work of God and no one had any hand in building it but Christ. Responsibility connects itself with the ground people take. If you take the place of a servant you have to be faithful. Christ is Son over God’s house but you are companions of Christ there. You could not enter the holiest save as in the house of God. The house of God will ultimately take in the whole universe; 

“... whose house are we, if ..”. (Hebrews 3: 6) — that is we are tested. The Spirit of God will not own them unless they hold fast. 

The thought of affection and love is proper to the house of God because God is there known according to His nature. Piety ought to be the great characteristic of the house of God. Faith is the introduction into God’s things, but piety brings God into my things and there is a lack of piety in christians generally. The knowledge of God in the house ought to beget piety and confidence. It is a mystery because the care of God to His children is not manifest! There is no moment of your lifetime when you are not of God’s house. It would be bordering on irreverence for any one christian to address God as “my Father”. In approaching God, as Father, you have to acknowledge that you are one of many children. You say ‘our Father’ — the Lord only could say “my Father”. God dwells in His house and His testimony is where God is. The saints in chapter 2 are looked upon as in a place of intercession in connection with the testimony of God to the world, and His mind and attitude to the world. In going out in testimony men ought to carry the sense of the house with them; and to enter into the mind of God who will have all men to be saved. We should take character from God. We testify that the “Father has sent the Son as Saviour of the world”, 1 John 4: 14. You hold forth the word of life. Every christian has a certain responsibility with regard to evangelistic work; first in intercession and then in the conduct of the men and the women which often hinders the testimony. They may very easily hinder it — they must not falsify his testimony. If a man does not lift up holy hands and if a woman adorns herself in worldly attire, they give people the impression that God is going on with the world. But God is acting entirely outside the world’s order. God is one, and in regard to the testimony of God it is outside all nationality. The [p. 8] church looks at the world as a whole and prays for all, it has no national place. It desires the quiet of the world that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life. No European country has any national existence in the eye of God, they form part of the fourth beast (the Roman power). 

We should honour the Government and the powers that be. I am bound to honour the king and to submit to the powers that be. The house of God is world-wide, that is the great point. The relation of God in regard to His house does not recognise any nationality. We want to get an apprehension of the house of God as morally outside of the whole world’s system. Verse 4 means that there is nothing in God’s mind against any man. His nature is love and it is love toward all men. We must not stretch the passage to mean “purpose”. Why do not men get the benefit of God’s testimony? It is not God’s fault that men are not brought into the enjoyment of His grace: it is man’s fault. It is in the consciousness of this that we go out with the gospel, but the practical difficulty is that christendom knows it. 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity; [3] for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God, …

1 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] The word [is] faithful: if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. [2] The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; [3] not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, …

Revelation 11 (JND) [1] And there was given to me a reed like a staff, saying, Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship in it. [2] And the court which [is] without the temple cast out, and measure it not; because it has been given [up] to the nations, and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty-two months. [3] And I will give [power] to my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. …

Matthew 19:14 (JND) [14] But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and do not hinder them from coming to me; for the kingdom of the heavens is of such:

Isaiah 56:1-8 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Keep ye judgment and do righteousness; for my salvation is near to come, and my righteousness to be revealed. [2] Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that holdeth fast to it; that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. [3] And let not the son of the alien, that hath joined himself to Jehovah, speak saying, Jehovah hath entirely separated me from his people; neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I am a dry tree; [4] for thus saith Jehovah: Unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths, and choose the things that please me, and hold fast to my covenant, [5] even unto them will I give in my house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. [6] Also the sons of the alien, that join themselves to Jehovah, to minister unto him and to love the name of Jehovah, to be his servants, every one that keepeth the sabbath from profaning it, and holdeth fast to my covenant; [7] even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar: for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all the peoples. [8] The Lord Jehovah, who gathereth the outcasts of Israel, saith: Yet will I gather [others] to him, with those of his that are gathered.

1 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] I exhort therefore, first of all, that supplications, prayers, intercessions, thanksgivings be made for all men; [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity; [3] for this is good and acceptable before our Saviour God, …

Hebrews 3:6 (JND) [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

1 John 4:14 (JND) [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world.



THE LOVE OF GOD AS THE SOURCE, AND ETERNAL LIFE AS THE RESULT

[p. 9] THE LOVE OF GOD AS THE SOURCE, AND ETERNAL LIFE AS THE RESULT

John 3: 14 - 21

It is the feature of John’s writings that he takes you back to the source of things and then takes you on to the final result. He does not take up what is intermediate. There is not much in John about grace and righteousness and justification, but what does come out is desire, love and eternal life — he takes you back to what is the source of grace. So you get the statement here in the 16th verse, the love of God as the source and eternal life as the result. Grace and righteousness come in between the two. Christ is the fountain of the water of life. Where the love was expressed no one was outside the “whosoever”, but now many are outside it. All is brought to an issue by the presence of the light. The light has come in and man has not believed it, so he is already judged. This issue is universal in its aspect and bearing, or rather, was universal. There was a moment when God came into the world, and His coming into the world has altered things greatly. Light has come into the world and men loved darkness rather than light. Love finds its rest and satisfaction in those who have eternal life. The coming of God into the world was light and men were found out by the light. 

“God is love”. No one of us can understand a Being who is love. We accept it, but cannot understand it, because we are finite. Judas was in the world when God gave His Son, but Judas was the son of perdition. God’s love has gone out to every man — God so loved “that he gave”. The testimony of the cross is towards every man. The testimony of the gospel is the testimony of the grace of God. “He that believes not has been already judged” (verse 18) — they are irreconcilable and we could not say that God loves them. God [p. 10] knows them, I do not know them. We are justified in telling people that God came into the world in the Person of His Son and He is the object for faith, so there is the chance of eternal life for man. Paul prays that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men because “all men have not faith”. God knows them. There is in the world irreconcilable hatred to God. If a man has turned away from the faith you can have nothing to say to him. The love of God was expressed in sending His Son into the world. 

God’s attitude towards the world is not changed but the world’s attitude to Him is changed. He proved His love to the world and it was the end of the world because His love was rejected. His love has achieved its purpose and found its rest and satisfaction in those who have eternal life. 

The state of the case is that God’s coming into the world brought irreconcilable hatred to God. In preaching you want to present the truth. We are perfectly safe in saying that the love of God is proved by men having eternal life. There is the purpose of God — the purpose of love. “God who is rich in mercy” etc. This verse 16 is not purpose — it is on the ground of “whosoever”. All the world were enemies to God and God loved the world in spite of its enmity. The world is condemned already. The presence of Christ brought out man’s enmity. The fact of our being sinners did not hinder God’s love — He loved us in spite of our being sinners. What we can say to any man is that God’s love has been manifested: and on the ground of that is “whosoever”. 

If you see a soul accept the testimony you know that there is a divine work there. You cannot say that God loves all men, for there are men who are obnoxious to God — those who are “already judged”. Those who have eternal life have left the world. Men are not “already judged” until they have rejected Christ. If a man is not subject to the Son the wrath of God continues [p. 11] on him — he is already judged — it is not ‘he will be judged’. There is a door out to any and every man but there is no such application to an apostate. God came close to man in love and this was the test to man. 

Virtually in the eye of God the world is divided into two classes — those who do not believe in the Son — and those who have everlasting life. The heathen are in a different position to christendom. You could take John 3: 16 to the heathen. God proves His love by coming into the world and the door is still open. The difficulty in this day is that christendom has been formed by the testimony. If the purpose of God’s love had effect all would have eternal life. Verse 16 is a great revelation of God and in this way a man may be greatly affected by it. The testimony was clearly set forth at the outset — but now it is obscured. 

The difference between grace and love is that you could not say God is grace but you do say God is love. Grace is the way God adapts Himself to the need of the sinner. Grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. God is the creditor — man the debtor. Grace meets him and love is behind the grace. There are those who are in the purpose of God’s love. Paul was one — a pattern of the elect. The attitude of God is grace toward all men. “Not willing that any should perish”. The glad tidings are glad tidings of the grace of God. The love is behind it and it has eternal life in view. Grace is an activity of love. Love will satisfy itself. Love was there before the necessity for grace existed. The door is open for everyone and the love of God has come in to open the door — so that anyone may go out. “Whosoever will, let him take” etc. Those who go out at the door which God has opened go out into the love and leave the world. You could not apply this to sinners generally. Christ had to come in and meet the state of every man (verse 14). God’s purpose had to be accomplished. 

Christ is the Son of man on behalf of men and Son [p. 12] of God on behalf of God. Romans 5: 8 refers to saints. The cross is a standing witness to the love of God. God has done all that love could do. All that remains for God to do in regard to the world is to judge the world. There is nothing for the world, as the world, but judgment. “Now is the judgment of this world;” John 12: 31. Christ wants people to be saved and leave the world — the door is still open — because of the death and resurrection of Christ. God, at the cost of His own Son, has opened the door out of the world. I can preach Christ as far as I know Him, and no more. If people are determined to remain in the world, they are “already judged”, but we preach a way out of the world. It is there for “whosoever will” to go out of it. Satan is the god and prince of the world — but anyone may leave the world by faith in Christ — Christ receives sinners in grace. I should tell sinners that Christ receives them in grace. God does not love us because we were sinners but in spite of our being sinners — it was the love of purpose. When you have got the Holy Spirit you are proved to be the elect of God. Romans 5: 8 is spoken of those who have the Holy Spirit. The grace of God brings salvation to all men and they are tested by the light. On the one hand they get eternal life and on the other they are “already judged”. The kindness and love of God our Saviour has appeared — you cannot improve upon that! Things are far more accurately expressed by the Spirit of God than we can express them. God made man and He loved the man He made, but that was not when the man was a sinner. Man now finds a place in heaven and Satan is cast out because he has corrupted the man whom God loved. If a man rejects Christ he puts himself outside the love of God. The gospel comes in by Christ holding the door open for man to leave the world. The great object of all preaching is to lead souls to Christ so that they may get living water, but in order to reach Christ they must leave the world — they [p. 13] cannot find Christ in this world. That is when baptism comes in — it means a man leaving the world. A man is manifested before God. Repentance is preached in the way of grace, not in the way of demand. A man cannot repent until he believes. The great subject of preaching is Christ. Death is upon man and judgment is before him. The great point is to preach what you know and what you know is by the Spirit. The lake of fire is connected with the sovereignty of God — it is beyond me altogether. If the preacher does not preach Christ he has nothing to preach. 


Scripture references

John 3:14-21 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up, [15] that every one who believes on him may [not perish, but] have life eternal. [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal. [17] For God has not sent his Son into the world that he may judge the world, but that the world may be saved through him. [18] He that believes on him is not judged: but he that believes not has been already judged, because he has not believed on the name of the only-begotten Son of God. [19] And this is the judgment, that light is come into the world, and men have loved darkness rather than light; for their works were evil. [20] For every one that does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light that his works may not be shewn as they are; [21] but he that practises the truth comes to the light, that his works may be manifested that they have been wrought in God.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

John 12:31 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out:

Romans 5:8 (JND) [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.



THE SPIRIT IN THE HOUSE

[p. 14] THE SPIRIT IN THE HOUSE

1 Timothy 4: 1 - 16

This chapter and the remainder of the epistle have to do with the latter times of defection. This is why he is exhorted to take heed to the doctrine. We come to this point that we contemplate the presence of the Spirit in the house of God and the utterances of His voice in the way of warning against defection. The Spirit of God keeps an eye upon things and is always upon the alert to warn against defection. Verse 6 indicates the direction which evil would take, setting up abstinence as a kind of superior sanctity. It is the principle of ritualism and the acknowledgment of the flesh. Timothy was to be on the alert and to warn the saints against things which tend to corrupt. Many things appear specious and people are taken in by them before they know. It is not everyone who can see what principles are involved in things which may naturally appear very good. The apostle exposes the evil of the thing in itself, he says “For every creature of God is good”, etc. (verse 4). 

The presence of the Spirit gives a proper place to every ordinance of God — it does not set them aside. It is one great proof of the Spirit of God that every ordinance of God is maintained in its proper place — marriage and such like. Celibacy would be introduced into the established church if they dared to do it. If you take Papacy it is all a system of lies, and ritualism is not much better. The only idea they have of holiness is in a material way. All that system is hypocrisy without their knowing it, and then the conscience becomes cauterised. If the conscience were alive they would be afraid to touch these things. The men are the demons, as satanic doctrine may characterise a man. What satanic influence is being carried out in the world [p. 15] under the name of Christ! Prayers for the dead, etc. is doctrine of demons. In the house of God the Spirit of God keeps up His warning voice against these things, but they go on in the “great house” — christendom! 

It is evil coming in in a systematic form — they depart from the faith — it is apostasy in principle, though it is connected by profession with the name of Christ. It is departure from the faith and the introduction of a great deal which was originally heathenish. It is not like the tares; they are heresies. Corruption is subtle because it is generally things carried beyond their proper limits, which were originally of God. Death with Christ is right but if you carry it too far and make it death to nature, it is corruption. 

Men trafficking in divine things end in having their consciences cauterised. The best man that ever lived can get corrupted by dabbling in evil. The corrective is piety, for piety respects every divine ordinance. You get piety on the part of children to parents because it is a divine ordinance. It is a divine ordinance that God is the preserver of all, specially of those that believe, because they respect every ordinance of God. A priest goes in for celibacy because he disregards the ordinance of God. You draw on a living God — that is what piety does. The apostle went on labouring and suffering reproach because he trusted in a living God. There is no moral corruption in any food — it is set apart for man’s use. A man never abuses what he receives with thanksgiving; it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer. The word of God here is the principle through which we know God — the testimony of God — and prayer is testimony with God. The creatures of God are properly for those who stand in relation to God and we stand in relation with God through His word and prayer — a divine testimony having reached us. It is intercourse with God (verse 6). The way in which divine things have reached us are as food to us. The words in which the faith is expressed are taken up and [p. 16] become food to us. The faith must be conveyed to us in words. A man cannot pretend to anything beyond what be has attained but be is nourished by the faith and sound doctrine. It is in the Holy Spirit. The mind of God is there to perfection for the Spirit is the truth. Christ is the Spirit of truth objectively and the Spirit is it subjectively. You must have the medium of communication and there are the Scriptures. 

The Jews have the Scriptures but they have no light from God so that they are a dead letter to them. Until God begins to work in the Jews it is no use. You can only know divine words by the things. Whatever Scripture contains you get intelligently, but you have it first by the Spirit. It is possible to have your head crammed full of doctrine and know nothing by the Spirit. You get no real light beyond the teaching of the Spirit. What can be more important than that a man should have the truth in a divinely appointed form and the Scriptures give you the truth in a divinely appointed form. A man needs to get the truth in a divinely given shape. 

If a man made light of the Scriptures that man could not be led of the Spirit of God. Our minds are liable to run riot and we need the Scriptures to keep us within bounds. The intelligence of the house comes by the Spirit. If Paul had attempted to communicate to the saints anything outside of the knowledge of the twelve apostles they would have been justified in refusing it — for all had come out in Christ. The Spirit had brought all things to their remembrance, whatever He had said to them. Nothing could be taught by Paul which had not come out in Christ Himself. It was given to Paul to communicate it — not to the twelve. It was impossible that the Spirit could seal an incomplete testimony. The Spirit of God is the witness for Christ and He maintains the truth. God, in His wisdom, has given the Scriptures for a guard but the Spirit is the power of the testimony. He is the witness for Christ. 

[p. 17] People need an interpreter and God, in His mercy, furnishes the key — the Spirit of God and He uses a vessel. What was given to Paul completed the testimony of God. 

It was not given to Peter to give out the truth of the assembly — it was given to Paul. The apostle deposited the testimony in the church — for the assembly is the pillar and base of the truth. All light is got by the Spirit of God from Christ. No one can attempt to define how the Spirit of God teaches — it is the anointing. Man is to have the light of life. The word of God in Scripture is a moral idea — “For the word of God is living and operative”, etc. Hebrews 4: 12. Christ was the Word of God — it was not simply the words He said — but He was it. 

The great fact of the resurrection is the word of God — it is God’s testimony — Christ is God’s great expression of Himself. 

In chapter 6 we find heterodoxy; any man who would use christianity to upset the ordinances of God is heterodox. A christian does not seek to undermine what God has established. Christ taught His disciples to respect things which existed. This chapter 6 is dissent and also suffering worldly advantage to be an end in piety; pursuing and using christianity as a means for present advantage. All the principles which we see abroad at the present time, the Spirit warned against at the outset. It all shows the importance of not being affected by what you see, but by the Spirit of God. All outside the Spirit of God means departure. There is a great deal amongst us that is only external — we can only help each other as inside what is of the Spirit. Brethrenism might have a very great semblance of the truth and yet be very far from it. 

Timothy is the typical servant — he continues until the coming of the Lord — Paul passed off this scene. We should be very well content to be judged by Scripture in all that we say and put forth. 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:1-16 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons [2] speaking lies in hypocrisy, cauterised as to their own conscience, [3] forbidding to marry, [bidding] to abstain from meats, which God has created for receiving with thanksgiving for them who are faithful and know the truth. [4] For every creature of God [is] good, and nothing [is] to be rejected, being received with thanksgiving; [5] for it is sanctified by God's word and freely addressing [him]. [6] Laying these things before the brethren, thou wilt be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which thou hast fully followed up. [7] But profane and old wives' fables avoid, but exercise thyself unto piety; [8] for bodily exercise is profitable for a little, but piety is profitable for everything, having promise of life, of the present one, and of that to come. [9] The word [is] faithful and worthy of all acceptation; [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe. [11] Enjoin and teach these things. [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. …

Hebrews 4:12 (JND) [12] For the word of God [is] living and operative, and sharper than any two-edged sword, and penetrating to [the] division of soul and spirit, both of joints and marrow, and a discerner of the thoughts and intents of [the] heart.



SPIRITUAL VITALITY

[p. 18] SPIRITUAL VITALITY

2 Timothy 1: 1 - 18

The first epistle lays down the course and conduct of the servant when the house is in order — the second when all is in confusion. In the second the house is not seen and when the house is no longer seen as a witness then it is that life comes into prominence. A pillar is a witness. “Great house” is a figure — an analogy. 

Life is that by which you can counteract the force of evil — what is genuine witnesses itself. The epistle has its importance in being addressed to the servant — he has to go on with those who are like-minded — those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Paul charged him to keep the commandments irreproachable until the appearing, so that the servant is looked upon as continuing until the appearing. The only way in which the house can express itself or come into view is by life. The house is spiritual life brought to light. The magicians could imitate up to a point, but they could not produce life. What good are we as to the existing state of things around us save as there is evidence in us of spiritual vitality — we are not a single bit of good beyond that. We get the marks of it in the epistles. There is wonderful energy about life — an energy that will not be overcome. You cannot get the unity of the Spirit in that way but you ought to see the energy of life in being superior to the state of things around and going on in spite of it all (verse 7). 

The energy of life overcomes death. Everything serves God’s purpose even though the church has failed as a witness. The apostle speaks of himself in the first chapter as an apostle according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus. It is prominence given to Christ as Head — [p. 21] life and incorruptibility are brought to light. So the great thing for us is to be apart from Adam and from the world. All is “in Christ Jesus” now — we get it seven times in this epistle. The collective thing has failed so we cannot look for it now. In the first two chapters of this epistle a company is contemplated but in the last chapters the servant is standing alone. The servant has to be prepared to stand alone if need be, as the apostle found himself alone. You are prepared for what may never occur. It would not be the mind of God that such should be. Paul committed his happiness to the Lord “against that day”. It was not the idea of making the best of both worlds. He had suffered the loss of everything here. 

In chapter 4: 3 - 5 Timothy is contemplated as alone — it is what the servant must be prepared for. There might be a good many Timothy’s and the energies of life coming out in each! What is right for the servant is right for everybody! The servant is simply a pattern — he sets the example. The servant is not worth much if he does not set the example. In chapter 2 you get his course — his relation to things. It marks out the course and path of the servant and in which he is to be the pattern for others to follow. It is not only what a man says but what a man is — this is his power — he must be an exponent of the truth. Many do not get beyond a thought of expounding Scripture! Everything to the man of God is in the Spirit of God and the Spirit’s work. Gift is by the Spirit direct from Christ. A man might be able to set forth truth and yet have no gift at all. It does not depend on a man’s acquirements. Gift would, in a measure, affect people, as Christ affected people. An evangelist would affect people by the glad tidings as Christ did though not in the same measure. The person is characterised by the gift. The perfection of all was in Christ and He gives what is of Himself. 

Evangelists, pastors and teachers, still exist — they are all of Christ Himself. Christ receives them from God to give them. The servant is to use what he is entrusted with. We have not to be taken up with what is going [p. 20] on but turn away and pursue a dear path. 

It is not ecclesiastical — it is moral. “In Christ Jesus” is in contrast to Adam, as head of another stock and all that is done here for God is in that “man Christ Jesus”. All is life in contrast to death. Life comes out morally in faith and love and grace, etc. Where are they if not in Christ Jesus? They are not in “us”! They come out in us by the Spirit. These things never were in Adam — it is all in Christ Jesus. Faith, love and grace are characteristic of Christ. He is the source of them. Circumstances have changed but He has not changed morally for He is the same “yesterday, and today, and for ever”. He was the Head of a new stock the moment He became Man. 

Christ “risen” is the common testimony to Jew and gentile. Everyone who has the Spirit is in Christ. But you must be born again first or there would be nothing for the Spirit to attach Himself to if we were not born again. Nothing will avail down here except as what is of Christ. If a servant takes up the methods of the world sooner or later he will become the world’s servant and be overcome by the world. Spurgeon is a sample of it — he wrote against the down grade and he adopted the ways of the world and fell under the power of it, and when on his death-bed all the great people of the world were enquiring after him. In a day of departure such as the present, nothing of Adam or of the world will stand — the only thing in real power is in Christ Jesus. Our faith is that Jesus is the Son of God. 

“My gospel” was the testimony confided to Paul — he presented that Christ world-wide, as He is, is the expression of God’s mind for man. The portion of anyone, who believes the apostle’s gospel at the present time, is complete conformity to Christ. This is a world-wide Christ in glory as God’s thought for man, and that comes out at the rejection of Stephen’s testimony. God revealed His Son in him that he might testify of Him among the god-making heathen (Galatians 1: 16). 

Life and incorruptibility are brought to light in respect of man in Christ risen. The testimony of our Lord is the testimony which the Lord had confided and Paul was the special vessel of the testimony. The subject of it was Christ. We ought not to be ashamed of this testimony. The Holy Spirit carries it out now. It means the complete displacement of man as man — hence comes in the rub! God gets rid of the best as well as the worst! and man does not like to be displaced. The testimony brings out all that is in the heart of God for man. The gospel means to carry into effect what was effected on the cross — which is reconciliation; that is, that man is utterly set aside. This brings opposition. If you maintain the gospel as Paul did you will get into trouble. It is impossible in the very nature of things that, when God has removed the man who was obnoxious to Him, He will suffer that man now. 

What we want to manifest is that we are from the stock of the Man who was raised from the dead. You may preach God’s thoughts to man but whether man can take in God’s thoughts is another matter — so that is where ministry comes in. The distance is gone for man and where the distance was there is complacency — that is that God can have complacency, not in me, but in Christ. God has only Christ before Him. It is very wonderful to see how the power of life comes out in the apostle in this epistle. All men forsook him, but there was not a bit of ‘give in‘ in the apostle. In the present day it is a difficult thing to stand rigidly apart from the evangelical work. People are bonded together in societies and all their bond is work — it is a kind of world of its own. Their gospel does not come up to the ministry of reconciliation! It does not go beyond meeting the need of man. Results wholly depend upon God. You can present the light of God, but results accomplish the sovereign purpose of God. This is the work of the gospel. 

If God causes the sun to shine the light is for every [p. 22] man. The light fell upon the pieces of silver and the silver was manifested by the light. The great object of the light coming into a city is to make manifest the elect. When the church got under the power of the world, it adopted the world’s methods. If an evangelist came into a town there would be no harm in going from house to house and giving a notice, but in posters and placards you are trading on the world’s toleration of christianity. It is the right thing for saints in a place to try and bring in all they can, but we want to be independent of the world and its toleration. If we do not stand clear of the world we shall come under the power of it. When Hezekiah showed all his things to the king of Babylon he was in his power and the people were carried captive to Babylon. Whatever trades on the world’s toleration puts you under its power. You may preach when you like in the open air for the air does not belong to the world! The point is that God never intended the gospel or those who preach it to be in bondage to the world. The great thing in the gospel is to take men out of the world. It is not fair to preach in a chapel, because if the people to whom I preach accepted my preaching it would break up the chapel! The Spirit of God was enough at the beginning, for three thousand people were converted at one preaching. Now it takes three thousand preachings to convert one man! 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:1-18 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, [4] earnestly desiring to see thee, remembering thy tears, that I may be filled with joy; [5] calling to mind the unfeigned faith which [has been] in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and in thy mother Eunice, and I am persuaded that in thee also. [6] For which cause I put thee in mind to rekindle the gift of God which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him. …

Galatians 1:16 (JND) [16] was pleased to reveal his Son in me, that I may announce him as glad tidings among the nations, immediately I took not counsel with flesh and blood,



RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION

[p. 23] RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION

Isaiah 51: 5 - 6; Romans 12: 2

Righteousness and salvation are coincident and contemporary — this is an important point to remember. You get it in Isaiah 51: 5 - 6 — all prove that God’s righteousness and His salvation are parallel — they run together. Salvation is one step further than righteousness. Righteousness is that we stand in relation to God morally. If a man is not in righteousness, he is in lawlessness. God has had in view that man may be brought morally into relation to Him. The point is to see it in Christ, not in Scripture. We are too doctrinal and we want to see it in Christ. The wonderful thing has come to pass that Christ is the revelation of God’s righteousness and He is also our righteousness. God has made Him unto us righteousness. What is wanted is for people to apprehend things morally, that is, as they must be. The great point on the part of God was to declare His rights. Sin having come in, it became necessary for God to declare His rights and He has declared them in the righteous One. Romans 3 is the doctrine of it, but the reality of it is in Christ. God Himself took up man’s liabilities and met them in the righteous One. That was His grace in order to enforce His righteousness and His righteousness is His rights. To assert and declare the righteousness of God and His rights are to govern the affections of His creatures. Until a man bows to the grace of God he will never own the rights of God. The third chapter of Romans is more moral than judicial. God begins entirely de novo in Christ. The great point is that man should submit to the righteousness of God. If God had not approached man in grace, man would have had to come under judgment God acts for man and yet independent of man. It is the declaration of God’s rights — it is [p. 24] apart from law. The righteousness of God was there before sin came in and will exist after sin has been finally judged. Until sin came in the rights of God had their place — God now wants to bring man back to that. Judgment rested on man and God took it up in Christ to bring man back to His righteousness. 

God’s rights have their foundation in His nature, which is love, and love is of God, and He claims the love of man. Grace brings man to the righteous requirements of the law. Everything is centred now in Christ. In the new heavens and the new earth no sin exists, so that righteousness and sin could not be correlative there. In the very fact of God being the Creator He has a right to the affections of every intelligent creature. 

The great principle with God is recovery and in order to do that God has taken up man’s liabilities. Noah regained, typically, what Adam had lost. Judgment is God’s strange work. In Isaiah 1, for instance, there is no judgment; salvation runs parallel to righteousness. His righteousness is towards all and His love is the spring of it. It gives you a wonderful thought of God. Man is brought to righteousness by being brought to God in his affections. Man gives up seeking to establish his own righteousness and submits to the righteousness of God and now the righteous One conducts him to the paths of righteousness. We see it in Proverbs 8: 20 - 21. You are righteous as He is righteous — you apprehend that Christ is your righteousness — but He has, in that, terminated you. He could not be holden of death. He terminated us that we may live in Him. Our liability was death and if He takes up our liability He terminates us — so that if you believe in Christ the next thing is you are baptised. You are terminated as in Adam, but you count yourself as alive unto God in Christ. Propitiation is the termination of all, so that you can be in Christ. It is all moral. The gospel and what is connected with it is all moral. Righteousness is a moral thought, not judicial. It is the [p. 25] rule of the moral universe. The rule of the physical universe is attraction. There are certain laws by which all is governed — there is no lawlessness. A meteor may be described as ‘lawless’. But the rule of the moral universe is righteousness and when a man becomes lawless he gets out of his orbit into space like a meteor. You really can read the gospel behind the law — behind it all was the great truth that God is love. The devil could not command love — only a Being who is love could command love. 

The great moral principles of the law are, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God”, etc. The declaration of God’s righteousness in Christ explains everything. It is in His death that Christ is the declaration of God’s righteousness. The great point is to see the purpose of the gospel and that is to bring man back to God. In the moral universe you must have righteousness. We are attracted to the righteous One by the very fact that He took our liabilities and now He leads in the way of righteousness. 

Christianity is a living system and all is centred in Christ. It has all been set forth in Christ. The two great principles of the will of God down here are that there is no lack and that we overcome evil with good. As we live in Him, He lives in us. Man knows nothing of the love of God till he believes in Christ. People often confound relation to God morally with practical righteousness. The love of God brings you to holiness; grace brings you to righteousness. Practical righteousness is that you are here for the will of God. Everything is out of course down here, and the great point is that the will of God should be proved in us “that we may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God” as it marked the pathway of Christ here. There is abundance for every need. 

Righteousness is the first principle in the moral universe. The love of God is the source of it. No one will be right until he apprehends it. It is divine love — [p. 26] not our love. Salvation runs parallel to this and you are free from the power of the enemy — you are not afraid of man or devil. It is only in darkness that evil can work. The moment you come into the light the power of evil is broken — the enemy is dead on the seashore. The will of God has been perfectly set forth in the world in Christ, and He always overcame evil with good. His appointment is eternal life (John 12: 50 and Psalm 133: 3). There is no lack there! In the body of Christ there can be no lack; it comes down even to ‘mercy’! Grace is enjoyed but righteousness is a moral necessity. Apart from righteousness all the world would go into perdition. The effect of grace reigning is to subdue people and bring them to God. It is like the influence of the sun upon every planet — so the righteousness of God is upon all that believe. It is God’s estimate of the man. The last verse of 2 Corinthians 5 is the expression of divine righteousness, everything in perfect gear with God. In the heavenly city there is also unity and perfection, it completely meets the glory of God. His glory abides in it. By means of the heavenly city God puts Himself in relation to the whole universe. 


Scripture references

Isaiah 51:5-6 (JND) [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust. [6] Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall grow old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

Romans 12:2 (JND) [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Isaiah 51:5-6 (JND) [5] My righteousness is near, my salvation is gone forth, and mine arms shall judge the peoples: the isles shall wait for me, and in mine arm shall they trust. [6] Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look on the earth beneath: for the heavens shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall grow old like a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner; but my salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not be abolished.

Romans 3 (JND) [1] What then [is] the superiority of the Jew? or what the profit of circumcision? [2] Much every way: and first, indeed, that to them were entrusted the oracles of God. [3] For what? if some have not believed, shall their unbelief make the faith of God of none effect? …

Isaiah 1 (JND) [1] The vision of Isaiah the son of Amos, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah, kings of Judah. [2] Hear, [ye] heavens, and give ear, [thou] earth! for Jehovah hath spoken: I have nourished and brought up children; and they have rebelled against me. [3] The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib; Israel doth not know, my people hath no intelligence. …

Proverbs 8:20-21 (JND) [20] I walk in the path of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: [21] that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasuries.

John 12:50 (JND) [50] and I know that his commandment is life eternal. What therefore I speak, as the Father has said to me, so I speak.

Psalms 133:3 (JND) [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

2 Corinthians 5 (JND) [1] For we know that if our earthly tabernacle house be destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. [2] For indeed in this we groan, ardently desiring to have put on our house which [is] from heaven; [3] if indeed being also clothed we shall not be found naked. …



THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE REST OF GOD

[p. 27] THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE REST OF GOD

Hebrews 3: 1 - 6

Israel was God’s house but they did not enter into God’s rest. The thought of God’s house carried the thought of God’s rest. Israel was God’s house because He dwelt amongst them. Moses was faithful in Israel. The real builder of God’s house was Christ. The great idea of ‘house’ is God’s dwelling. The tabernacle of God is with men and in that sense the universe becomes the house of God. The tabernacle and all the material for building it were taken from Israel — they became His household (Exodus 25: 8). The tabernacle was identified with the people and they with the tabernacle. Israel always fell short of their privileges. Things would have been very different if Israel had come up to their privileges. It is all moral rather than material. There must be a certain means by which God could dwell among men and that was set forth in the detail of the tabernacle. When the people were out of gear with the temple, the Lord said “But the Most High dwells not in places made with hands”, Acts 7: 48. Christendom has departed very far from the true idea when they think God can be worshipped in temples made with hands. God’s great idea was that He should dwell among His people. “Whose house are we” is moral and conditional. Profession and possession ought to go together. The divine thought in the house is that God is close to us, dwelling among us that He may be known. No one can know God at a distance. If a soul enters into the knowledge of God he enters into the rest of God. You reach the knowledge of God in the house of God. You are the house. Believers compose the house. The house was formed by the descent of the Holy Spirit. The material was [p. 28] there and the stones were there and the Holy Spirit came to form it. 

You get the idea of the house in the day of Pentecost at the descent of the Holy Spirit. Christ is Son over the house and that gives character to the house of God. Water baptism brings you into christian profession — professedly into identity with the church. The apostle pressed on the Jews to save themselves from this untoward generation, and they were baptised in order to do this. There is privilege connected with it. The families of believers in the early days of Christianity were brought up in the light of that instead of in the darkness of heathenism. The children of saints have thus a great deal of advantage. They have a recognised place in the epistles. They come under the Lord, they are in the kingdom — “for the kingdom of the heavens is of such”, Matthew 19: 14. But all that is not the idea of the house, it is more in connection with the kingdom. The similitudes of the kingdom shew that both good and bad are in it. The house may be where the kingdom is not. If judgment first begin at us, the ‘us‘ is the house of God. That scripture in Peter is very conclusive as to what the house of God is — for if God is so particular about His own — what will become of the sinner? 

Believers have to be led on. We do not come to the good of it (the Living Stone) and realisation of it all at once. The house of God and the holy priesthood are in God’s mind for people — but when people connect Christ with the world it is very certain they have not come to Christ as the “living stone”, disallowed of men. People may be sanctified in an outward way and yet become apostates. The Spirit of God addresses people on the ground which they assume. They take that ground and God takes them up on that ground. This refers to Hebrews 10: 29. The man here esteemed the blood of the covenant, whereby he has been sanctified, common ... — he was only a professor. We must have [p. 29] God near to us to know Him. He has come near to us that we may know Him and know how He orders His house. The conduct that suits His house is lowliness, meekness and forbearance. You become companions of Christ in God’s house. He is over God’s house. God is learnt in His house close at hand in a wonderful way in connection with His ways, and His people in discipline and care. 

Any man in his own house orders things for himself; and in God’s house He orders things for Himself; and thus He orders things for the blessing of His people. If God’s house is here and God has a supper He has something to put before them. There is the fatness of His house. “I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her needy ones with bread”, Psalm 132: 15. People are compelled to come into God’s house to God’s supper now. You get the mind of God through being brought into God’s house. We do not get any light as to God’s things until we recognise the presence of God by the Spirit. “I will satisfy her needy ones with bread” is what we get in God’s house. 

The divine idea of God’s house is that He would lead us into His rest. It is His thought in regard to us. The marriage supper in Matthew 22 is a similitude of the kingdom, but Luke 14 goes much further. The thought of the rest is very important. The point is, are you complacent in yourself or have you reached God’s point of complacency which is His rest. We are the house, Christ prepares the material but we cannot be said to be of the house until we have received the Spirit. We must get hold of things morally if we want to see the kingdom. It has a great moral effect on us if we see God’s complacency; it takes the self-complacency out of us (see chapter 4: 12). You fall into self-complacency. 

On the other hand, if you are labouring to enter into the rest of God, it is a continual exercise — the word of God is continually probing you. It is labour to enter into that rest and for the reason that the word of God is “living and operative”, etc. and dissects everything. God will not allow us to be self-complacent because we are then in danger of falling. The word of God here is the testimony. You are continually coming to Scripture and you find you never come up to the standard. Things are laid down there which are according to the mind of God and we find we are very far below it. It detects us. The thing is, are we going to enter into God’s complacency and if we do we enter into the rest of God but if we become self-complacent we are in danger of falling. 

We are put in touch here with the great High Priest — Jesus the Son of God — who is touched with a feeling of our infirmities. The word of God is that in which God is expressed. Here it is the moral idea in contrast to the letter. Any book composed of letters would be a very poor expression of God. The word of God brings us into the presence of God Himself. God has seen fit to express Himself and when you come into the presence of that expression you find yourself judged. You are continually brought to the Scriptures. The rest of God now involves a place where God can be complacent and that is found in the ark of the covenant. God set aside all the first order — the order connected with responsibility. 

The place of God’s choice was mount Zion. There are thousands of people in the present day who are zealous for the letter of Scripture and yet they ignore the Spirit of truth. The letter kills. The great purpose of God is to bring us to Himself. The reason why all is not plain to us in Scripture is that we are not up to it. There may be a place where we can enter into the rest of God now. It must be through a good deal of exercise — you have to labour to enter into it. 

The holiest is the place where all is according to God’s glory and there is no flesh — this is the point to be reached. The hope is along the way — the rest is at the end, though we reach it morally now. The idea of the [p. 31] holiest is that flesh is excluded and there is nothing but what is according to God’s glory. God rests there in Christ — there is no conflict there. We are according to His glory by the work of God. Reconciliation is known and God is complacent. God cannot be complacent where all is not according to His glory. When we enter into this we shall understand Hebrews 4. People get into a self-satisfied, self-complacent state and that is their rest, but God wants to bring you into His rest, and that is only reached through labour and exercise. In regard to the rest of God we must reach Christ; He is God’s rest. 

Chapter 4: 1 - 2 is connected with what comes before it. You will not enter into rest without faith. Everything culminates at the end of the third chapter in unbelief! and then God swore that they should not enter into His rest. Neglecting the great salvation proves the absence of faith. Rest now is all a point of reaching Christ where Christ is. There is nothing but labour in our life of responsibility all along the line and all the time of our sojourn here. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 3:1-6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. [4] For every house is built by some one; but he who has built all things [is] God. [5] And Moses indeed [was] faithful in all his house, as a ministering servant, for a testimony of the things to be spoken after; [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Exodus 25:8 (JND) [8] And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

Acts 7:48 (JND) [48] But the Most High dwells not in [places] made with hands; as says the prophet,

Matthew 19:14 (JND) [14] But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and do not hinder them from coming to me; for the kingdom of the heavens is of such:

Hebrews 10:29 (JND) [29] of how much worse punishment, think ye, shall he be judged worthy who has trodden under foot the Son of God, and esteemed the blood of the covenant, whereby he has been sanctified, common, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?

Psalms 132:15 (JND) [15] I will abundantly bless her provision; I will satisfy her needy ones with bread;

Matthew 22 (JND) [1] And Jesus answering spoke to them again in parables, saying, [2] The kingdom of the heavens has become like a king who made a wedding feast for his son, [3] and sent his bondmen to call the persons invited to the wedding feast, and they would not come. …

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Hebrews 4 (JND) [1] Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left of entering into his rest, any one of you might seem to have failed [of it]. [2] For indeed we have had glad tidings presented to us, even as they also; but the word of the report did not profit *them*, not being mixed with faith in those who heard. [3] For we enter into the rest who have believed; as he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, If they shall enter into my rest; although the works had been completed from [the] foundation of [the] world. …



THE CHURCH AS THE WITNESS

THE CHURCH AS THE WITNESS

Ephesians 3: 14 - 21

FER Do you not think it is a general principle in the ways of God before He displays anything in result in glory, He gives the witness of it beforehand? 

FWJ Yes. 

FER Nothing comes out in display till God gives His witness in the first instance. 

AM Would you give an example or two of it? 

FER You do not want an example of every principle. A principle speaks for itself. The kingdom is our example. Eternal life is not set forth in display till there has been the witness of it. 

JB There has been a display of nothing yet. 

FER But there has been witness of many things. 

FWJ Is not that principle true of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself? 

FER Yes. He came as a witness before He comes in glory. 

FWJ The witness of the church is especially connected with the absence of Christ? 

FER Yes, I think so. Christ is absent and hid. The Holy Spirit is the witness. Christ speaks of Himself in Revelation 3: 14 as the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God. 

FWJ Is the church the continuation of the witness following on the Lord Jesus Christ Himself? 

FER Yes, the church is the witness of Christ. That is what this prayer is. There is witness of Christ here in the church. 

FWJ And that especially to His exaltation? 

FER It is more moral. Christ dwelling in the heart by faith.... “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God” (verse 19). The point of it all is that there might be sufficient witness for God [p. 33] here before He comes out in display. 

RE Why is it that there should be divine testimony first? 

FER It is difficult to say. There is divine wisdom in it. God is to work out His purposes in a world of evil. It could not be otherwise. I do not see how the purposes of God could be worked out down here in any other way. 

THR It forms us according to it. 

FWJ Is the witness a kind of education that we may be formed by it? 

FER Yes, I think so; we are formed by it. 

Ques That we might have it in faith before we have the display? 

FER We are fitted to have part in the display. 

JB Otherwise God would be left without a witness. 

FER If God left Himself without a witness it would mean the world was given over. 

Ques Is there any display now? 

FER No. It is a time of witness now, while Christ is hid within the veil it is not a time of display. 

Ques I was wondering if the three kinds of power in the end of the epistle meant display. 

FER That power is not power of display but moral power. It is that we can stand here morally against the evil. Probably you might have to be a martyr. “Unto all endurance” (Colossians 1: 11). That is where the power comes out. 

StC What you spoke of is entirely connected with the Holy Spirit — entirely dependent on the Spirit. 

FER Yes. That we might be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man. You get the idea of witness running through all time. I suppose there was never a moment when there was no witness. Scripture is not the witness but records what the witness is. 

Ques The whole of Hebrews 11 were the “great cloud of witnesses”? 

ASL The witnesses were persons then? 

FER Yes. Enoch or Noah, then the patriarchs, then Israel. That is the burden of the latter part of Isaiah. Then Christ came and now the church is the witness. 

ASL So that there was a witness for God before the record of Scripture was written down? 

THR God must close up things if there were not a witness. 

FER When the witness of God ceases to command respect there is nothing left but for God to come in in judgment. 

Ques Does Laodicea give us an instance of that? 

FER When men set up to have need of nothing, that is, express entire competency — witness is no longer possible. That is the state of things pretty much as we have got them now. The witness of God is subject to criticism. The testimony does not command respect. 

ASL Then testimony and witness are the same thing. What would you say then is the witness? 

FER The Holy Spirit. His presence is the witness, but the Holy Spirit is not the witness apart from the vessel. 

JB How is the Holy Spirit the witness? 

FER The witness of the Holy Spirit is that there is a Man in heaven who stands as Head to every man on earth. 

ASL “That the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts” — that is collectively, not that He dwells individually? 

FER I think it is “the Christ may dwell”, etc. 

THR It is “the Christ”. Christ is Head of everything. 

ASL Not the idea of Christ personally? 

FER “Apprehend with all the saints”. 

FWJ I do not think everybody understood your remarks, Mr. Reynolds. 

THR Everything God manifests in Himself [p. 35] comes out in Christ. Set forth in Him — in Christ now exalted. 

FER We get in Christ the full and perfect expression of the mind of God in regard to man expressed in Christ personally. 

ASL That Christ is the Head of every man. Then the Spirit is here to bear witness of another Man? 

FER Yes. In relation to every man on earth. The witness is contained in the assembly, but the assembly is the worshipping company. 

ASL And the assembly is a witness? 

FER Yes, but that brings in the idea of the worshipping company. The church may serve two ends. God can have His part and it may be the witness. 

JB “... Filled even to all the fulness of God” — is that the witness? 

FER I think the vessel suited for the full setting forth of God’s mind constituted it. 

JB What is the difference between Ephesians and the epistle of John — ... “God abides in you”, 1 John 2: 14? 

FER That is moral. His love perfected in us. This is more the setting forth of His mind — what He is to be. 

JB Man-ward? What does length, breadth, depth and height mean? 

FER It shows you the whole expanse of the ‘country’ and what is going to fill it. The love of Christ will fill it. 

FWJ Do you think the church ever rose to that? 

FER I do not know enough of church history to answer that. I think not. 

FWJ I was wondering if it did at Pentecost? 

FER Perhaps so, in a way. 

AM What do you mean by the ‘country’? 

FER The whole expanse in which God will be displayed in the universe of bliss. 

THR The whole of the universe of bliss will be characterised by “the Christ”. 

FER He will fill all things. 

ASL “That the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts” — not the Spirit? 

FER It indicates it is God’s pleasure. It is God’s pleasure that Christ should dwell in our hearts by faith. The way of it is — strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man, resulting in Christ dwelling in the heart by faith. 

EBG Faith is before the time of display? 

RE The Spirit’s work here is not apart from faith? 

FER Nothing is in actuality in the present. It is all moral and must be to faith. The Spirit could not be apart from faith. We must get the light of things first and then the Spirit works on that. The first thing is that God enlightens a man and the Spirit works through the light. 

JB Could Christ dwell in the heart in any other way? 

THR It is not Christ as we get Him in Colossians. 

FER No. 

THR Ephesians brings in God’s counsels in Christ. Christ the centre of God’s counsels dwelling in the hearts by faith. It is not the testimony in a golden box but in our hearts by faith. 

Ques Does it not give character? 

FER I think it gives intelligence, not character. It must be looked at in the abstract. 

ASL Then the next step is “rooted and founded in love” — capacity. 

FER You do not get intelligence in divine things except by love. It is one of the most important points that could be imagined. The great thing that expands man is love. With God intelligence is absolute, love is infinite. Just as a man enters into divine nature and answers to it, that man gets expanded. I do not think a man will get expanded by the study of Scripture but if he gets acquaintance with [p. 37] God he gets expanded. 

THR Mere study would make a man cramped. 

AM Is the idea of expansion “filled even to all the fulness of God”? 

FER Yes, that gives the idea. 

AB Is it not that everything must be cleared out to make room for it? 

FER Affection is very expanding. 

THR We must take in all saints. 

AB What do you mean by taking in all saints? 

THR All the glory of God in the church comes out in all the saints. You must at once take in your mind all the saints. It is the riches of God’s glory, but all that comes out in the church. Abraham saw the wealth of glory in the sky. The church is the vessel in which everything of Christ is to beset forth. 

FER I have come across men of very great natural intelligence but if you get a christian who is formed in the divine nature he can enter into things a great deal better than such men. 

ASL There might be the capacity to take in but not to give out. 

FER A man ought to take in more than he can express. He cannot express up to what he has taken in. Just as in common things a man’s intelligence must go with his growth. 

Ques In the thought of witness do we take it that at the present time the church is an adequate witness? 

FER There is no other witness. Everything is in the church which is necessary for witness. 

JB It depends on the present state of the saints I suppose? 

FER I think the witness is greatly obscured. Everything lies in the Holy Spirit who is still here. The house of God is still here in its greatness and completion but greatly obscured. 

RE The apostle preached the “unsearchable riches of Christ” — is that the witness? 

FER The preaching of it produced the witness. 

[p. 38] We are apt to get the idea that everything is gone and we must do the best we can. 

THR Everything cannot be gone while Christ is at the right hand of God and the Holy Spirit is here. 

ASL Nothing is gone. 

AM Does it not tend to weaken us to say that everything has gone? 

FER Yes, it does. 

ASL Mr. Stoney once said to a man, who said everything had gone, that nothing was gone but he (the man). The ‘man’ is gone. 

Rem There is not the power of the Spirit now as there was. 

FER There is no decline in the Spirit — only the witness has become obscured. 

ASL Would you say what the individual exercise and responsibility is in regard to the witness? 

FER The first thing is to get clear of everything that is not of the Spirit. Break away from everything you are bound by. Human organisation and order is not of the Spirit of God. 

ASL And you become in a way a witness in yourself? 

FER Yes, in a way. 

THR There is the need to see the meek character of the church. 

Ques Then we have to break away from everything? 

FER That is what the Spirit has been leading to. You want a sense that Christ is enough for you. You want to have a sense that even if you have to stand alone Christ is enough for you. 

ASL Then you would seek the company. 

FER You will find yourself there. 

Ques Did not the apostle stand alone? 

FER Yes, but the Lord stood by him. 

AM It practically comes to the individual in these days. 

FER People come into the order of fellowship [p. 39] really without individual exercise and faith and if the form were to break down they would all be adrift. 

Ques Do you not think there is a great lack of men in this day? 

FER Yes. How far we are really men? 

Ques If we are not men we might wish to be. 

FER We are more like children — carried about by every wind — not much stability. We listen to this person and that — there is very little of ‘men’ about us. It is trouble that really tests people — how much stability they have. 

FK What is the witness of God on high? 

FER God has given to us eternal life and that life is in His Son. 

FK The Spirit bears witness to that in the church. 

FER It is a tremendous thing to say we have “the Son”. The saints at the beginning could say so and if they were asked to prove it they could say ‘The Son comes out in us’. The witness down here was really the life of God. “He that has the Son has life”, 1 John 5: 12. 

JB What is that — love? 

FER “By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves”, John 13: 35. 

FK It says that there are three that bear witness — the Spirit, the water and the blood. What about the two latter? 

FER They bear witness that we are apart from the world; apart from all that is contrary to God in the world. Your conscience is perfected. The Spirit brings in all that is positive. The Spirit is the Spirit of the glorified Man — the Spirit of God’s Son. 

FK The water and the blood then clear us from all that we were. 

FER Christ came in through water and blood and the Spirit is the witness of the heavenly Man. 

Ques Then you would say that the Spirit is the [p. 40] witness to the church and the church is the witness to the world? 

FER Yes. The saints are the vessels of witness to the world. You get the thought in John 17 “that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (verse 21). 

JB “He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself”, 1 John 5: 10. 

FER That is more — it is the Spirit. 

ASL There is a difference between believing and having, is there not? 

FER ‘Having’ the Son is a most wonderful thing. I should hesitate to say I have the Son. It goes beyond believing in Him. 

RE Is the truth of christianity set forth in the Son? What is eternal life? 

FER It is the enjoyment of life in the Son which holds in abeyance and renders powerless the power of death and evil. You come into the influence of life. They saw it in the presence of Christ. In the energy of life the power of evil is impotent. He has “the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. The powers of evil will be held impotent in the power of His life. He is not simply a man. 

THR That means that He might be the source of life to us. 

FER You will have to be in accord with this mighty energy in Christ. 

Ques Is that implied in the expression “Son of the living God”? 

FER Yes. “On this rock I will build my assembly”, Matthew 16: 18. He says “I became dead, and behold I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. 

THR It is a wonderful thing if we see that the church is not of the course of things here, but it will take its place in it — come down out of heaven. Morally it has come down from God out of heaven now. He has [p. 41] created for Himself one new man. 

Ques Is not the church here as much as ever it was? 

FER The real point is that the Spirit is here and in the vessel. The vessel may be hid but it is here. 

THR The church has descended to be the chaplain of the world — like Micah who had a levite to be his priest in his house of gods. The world has a house of gods and wants the church to be its chaplain. 

ASL Is the Spirit in the vessel in virtue of being in the individuals who form the vessel? 

FER Every believer has part in the Spirit but if you take the Spirit in the sense of dwelling, He dwells in the whole church. 

ASL Then there are two ideas? 

FER There are two reasons. The Spirit dwells in the house. He dwells in every one that composes the house and He is said to dwell in the house that Christ builds. What Christ was occupied with while down here was building the house of God. The foundations were laid in redemption and the Holy Spirit came to dwell in it. No one but Christ ever had a hand in building the house of God. Moses was in a way the type but Christ was the real Builder, Christ the true Son of David. The Holy Spirit came down to dwell in the house that Christ built. 

ASL Then you put it rather the other way to what I did? 

FER The Holy Spirit dwells in the church but it has been greatly obscured by the professing system. 

Ques Are we fellow-citizens of the household of God? 

FER We come into the goodness of the house. Psalm 132, all the concern is the ‘building of the house’. 

ASL Then you say the house was prepared for the Spirit? 

FER The house was ready before [p. 42] the Spirit dwelt in it. 

THR In resurrection life He breathes life. 

ASL I only thought He must be in glory before He built? 

FER All the time He was here He was attaching people to Himself. He gathers them and when He goes up on high He sends the Holy Spirit to dwell in the house. In John 20 all the material was there. The point in the house is that there is a witness here on earth to a Man in heaven. 

ASL What about 1 Corinthians 3? 

FER There is no question of the house there. It is man’s building affecting people but that is never spoken of as God’s house. Keep to the idea that is carried through Scripture. God would have a house, but would not allow David to build it — it was to be his Son — Solomon built it and God repudiated it. Then the true Son of David built the house and God came to dwell in it. 

RB What is the idea of judgment beginning at the house of God? 

FER Discipline has to begin. 

Ques. It is present? 

FER Yes. 

JB Was it not necessary from the beginning? 

FER Not in the first energy. 

Ques Did it not begin with Ananias and Sapphira? 

FER It is difficult to say anything about them or when it began. The house may be enlarged but the house is there. My house was there when I had, say, three children but it may be enlarged to ten children. 

Ques The house was there when you dwelt in it? 

FER I do not think it was a house till I had children. Perhaps I ought to explain myself. We must get out of the material idea. What do any bricks and mortar care for me! That is not my house. My house is composed of those who have affection for me. 

FWJ ‘House’ gives the idea of ‘household’? 

FER Yes, where the sufficiency and goodness of a [p. 43] man are known. The house of God is where the sufficiency and goodness of God become known. 

Ques I was going to ask a question about Psalm 132: 16 “and her saints shall shout aloud for joy”. 

FER They do not shout aloud much today. It is an immense thing when you get the divine thought made known. 

AM It says in 1 Corinthians 3: 9 “Ye are ... God’s building”. 

FER You must allow in the mind of the apostle he was writing to real christians — “Ye have been washed” (1 Corinthians 6: 11) he says. He takes them up as real genuine christians. 

AM But had he not suspicion of them? 

FER They were “called saints” (1 Corinthians 1: 2) and he does add “with all that in every place call ..”. but he has before his mind real genuine christians. He takes them up on the ground of the one body. 

AM But does he not appeal to them to “come out from the midst of them ..”.? 2 Corinthians 6: 17. 

FER That was an appeal to come out from idolatrous associations. He takes them up on the ground that they were really christians. He wants to bring them out in manifestation. If you take the general purpose of the epistles he has before him genuine christians — those who were the subjects of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

RE Does the thought of failure come in in connection with the house? 

FER No, I do not think so. 

RE I was thinking of Luke 12; the ruler of the household who failed. 

FER That was failure on the part of the steward. The servant may go wrong but the household is there and has to be regarded. 

ASL What was the Lord’s thought in [p. 44] introducing baptism? 

FER It was to mark definitely and distinctly the association of those who were baptised from the old, taking new ground. 

THR Then the epistles are not written exactly to those in the house? 

JB Then the epistles are written to the profession? 

FER He takes people on their profession. Only two or three epistles take up the house of God. We have no allusion to it except in 1 Timothy, Hebrews and Peter. The epistles are written to the external body in any place known as christians. 

ASL “Whose house are we, if indeed we hold fast ..”., Hebrews 3: 6. The proof would be in the continuing. 

FER That is in a catholic epistle. I think we need not contend as to trifles. There is the thing spoken of as the household of God — the builder, the Son of David. The idea prevails in the Old Testament; He shall build Me a house and He shall establish the kingdom. 

Ques Will you make it plain the difference between the house and household of God? 

FER I cannot. There is no difference. Our being God’s household constitutes us God’s house. We form part of it. “Ye are a spiritual house”. We are brought into the house that we may know God’s goodness. You come under discipline and training. You come under the influence of all that God is. You learn all the goodness of God — no dearth — Psalm 132. There is no tone about you if you have not come under the discipline. You are pitched up and down and knocked about. 

RB “For this cause”, etc. What is the “cause” on which he bases the prayer? 

FER The cause is the special place given to him that he should preach the unsearchable riches of Christ and enlighten. The prayer is regarding saints universally. 

AM [p. 45] What had the Lord made the foundation of? 

FER Nothing but the foundation that is laid. In ordinary building the architect has the whole superstructure before him when the building is commenced. 

ASL The idea is that of an architect. 

AM He said they were God’s building. 

FER That point was to press upon them that the work was really God’s. He was really in the hand of God, that he could say “ye are God’s husbandry”. The house was formed before that in knowledge and purpose. Paul laid a good foundation in Corinth. 

JB It has been said it was the foundation of the house. 

FER That is going too far. 

THR The Corinthians were looking at the apostles as men. He throws them back on God and God’s work. 

Ques Then the house was built? 

FER Yes, it was built and it is enlarged, but not outside the pale of true believers. At the same time I do not ignore the system man has set up. 

AM There could be no privilege connected with that? 

FER I do not know that. They have the light of God. The house of God is the source of light and the system comes into the range and benefit of the light. The very philanthropy that exists in the world is owing to christianity. 

AM But if all the system is outside, God is not the author? 

Ques Inside all the profession there is the real thing. 

FER The world has adopted christianity and has the benefit and responsibility. I ask people to take the testimony of Scripture. It speaks of it as a spiritual house, “pillar and base of the truth” (1 Timothy 3: 15). “Whose house are we, if indeed we hold fast ... firm to the end”, Hebrews 3: 6. It is surrounded by christendom like the court of the temple — given up to the [p. 46] gentiles — though close to the real thing. 

Ques Profession would not hinder the house of God? 

FK How could a man be a partaker of the Holy Spirit? 

FER He has come under the influence of the Holy Spirit. The builder of God’s house is Christ — the Son of David. The Father gathers to the Son. The Son builds the house — and then the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in the house. 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Revelation 3:14 (JND) [14] And to the angel of the assembly in Laodicea write: These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God:

Colossians 1:11 (JND) [11] strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy;

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

1 John 2:14 (JND) [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one].

1 John 5:12 (JND) [12] He that has the Son has life: he that has not the Son of God has not life.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 John 5:10 (JND) [10] He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself; he that does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the witness which God has witnessed concerning his Son.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.
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John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …
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1 Corinthians 3:9 (JND) [9] For we are God's fellow-workmen; ye are God's husbandry, God's building.

1 Corinthians 6:11 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

1 Corinthians 1:2 (JND) [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

2 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you;

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Hebrews 3:6 (JND) [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

1 Timothy 3:15 (JND) [15] but if I delay, in order that thou mayest know how one ought to conduct oneself in God's house, which is [the] assembly of [the] living God, [the] pillar and base of the truth.

Hebrews 3:6 (JND) [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.



THE SANCTUARY

THE SANCTUARY

Hebrews 8: 8 - 13

ASL You made a remark this morning, Mr. R. that there was something in Ephesians 3 about the worshipping company. 

FER I forget exactly what was the connection — it was a passing remark in connection with the ‘body’ I think. 

THR You get the worshipping company in Ephesians 2: 18 — “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. 

EBG I think it was said that ‘God might have His part’. 

FER Yes. 

ASL The sanctuary must be the place of worship? 

FER It is inseparable from the house of God. If God is known and men are taught of God, the effect must necessarily be that they approach God. The sanctuary is consequent on the house. The two hang together. 

ASL The sanctuary is no more material than the house. It might be said that the saints are the house but not the sanctuary. 

FER The sanctuary presents the conditions of worship. You must find the sanctuary in the house and it is in the house that you do find the sanctuary. 

THR The sanctuary is really the presence of God — the sense of His presence. 

ASL The ‘holiest’ is the same thought as the sanctuary? 

FER The sanctuary is taken up from the idea of the holiest. The holiest is the sanctuary to us. 

FWJ Is Christ the Minister of the sanctuary as the Head of the body? 

FER I think the two thoughts are very nearly akin. 

[p. 48] He is the Head of the body — the firstborn among many brethren. In that light He is the Minister of the sanctuary. Aaron set forth what is now fulfilled in Christ. The general ordering of the sanctuary attaches to Christ as Minister of the sanctuary. 

ASL As Son over God’s house? 

FER Yes. I think Aaron had all the responsibility of all connected with the worship of God. In all that was connected with the sanctuary and priesthood, his sons were associated with him. They were to share in the responsibility of the sanctuary. 

ASL Then the thought of the sanctuary for us is in association with the Son? 

FER I would not quite say that. Aaron and his sons set forth association with the Son, but the sanctuary, as Mr. R. said, is the presence of God. 

ASL How do we find ourselves in the sanctuary? 

FER I think people find the sanctuary as they are prepared for it. As you are prepared for it you find it. 

AM In what way are we prepared for it? 

FER You are brought into the house and taught by the Spirit — instructed in the knowledge of God. You then begin to apprehend the sanctuary — that is the light in which God can be approached. 

ASL I suppose there is no possibility of saints being in the sanctuary without Christ? 

FER No. If He is the true Aaron He is the Minister of the sanctuary. 

ASL If saints find themselves in it, in what relation to Christ are they looked at? 

FER “Firstborn among many brethren”. Christ is apprehended as the true Aaron. 

Ques In what way is He Minister of the sanctuary? 

FER He is divinely charged with the care of the sanctuary — with approach to God. 

ASL The French translation gives it as ‘official administration’. 

FER The minister of the holy places. 

[p. 49] Ques Is that the thought in Exodus 29 — “minister unto me”. It is God-ward? 

FER Priestly service is God-ward. The levitical service was different — bearing the tabernacle. 

Ques Is He the conductor into the sanctuary as the great High Priest? 

FER I do not think ‘High Priest’ is used in that connection. High Priest is in regard of the service of Christ to His people down here. That title comes in the earlier part of the epistle. 

Ques Can you tell us the difference between ministry God-ward and ministry man-ward? 

FER Ministry man-ward may be any kind of service to the saints or even to those who are not saints. Ministry God-ward is service to God — waiting on God. 

FK Is not the word ‘serve’ in Hebrews used in a peculiar sense — serve in a religious way — to worship? 

FER Exactly. There was divine service in connection with the tabernacle. 

AM Would “serve the living God” in Hebrews 9: 14 be worship to God? 

FER Yes. It is in contrast to the priests going into the first tabernacle to serve the living God. 

FK In the New Testament ‘worship’ is translated as ‘service’. 

FER Yes. Service in the sense of worship. 

Ques Is He the great priest in the sanctuary? 

FER More as the Son. What is an interesting point in the Old Testament, in this connection, is that the true principle of priesthood is seen after the gain-saying of Korah — that is Aaron’s rod that budded. In the apprehension of things that is a point of very great importance in their application to us. 

THR You must bring in life out of death to apprehend worship. One has to go to God’s side of things. “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance” (Exodus 15: 17). One has to have a sense that one belongs to the things [p. 50] of God. We have been brought into another system of things. 

FER In the fellowship of His death. The gain-saying of Korah represents the apostasy of christianity. The professing system perished. Christendom never gets into the holiest. After that you get Aaron’s rod that budded — that is the true principle of priesthood. 

FWJ Do you mean by that there is a peculiarity to priesthood now? 

FER There always was — in the thought of God. It comes out distinctly in Aaron’s rod. It did not establish the priesthood but it brought out the true character of priesthood in Christ Himself. Christ is in life — out of death. Priests in christendom do not take that ground at all because they say priesthood is consequent on levitical service and not life out of death. 

JB Must one know something about new creation also? 

FER I do not think you can have anything that is properly priestly unless you have the idea of new creation. You have to learn death. 

JB Would you exclude one who did not know that from worship? 

FER If they have affection for God they might join in the worship of God. Priesthood in Christ Himself can only be in life out of death. It is a question of association with Christ. 

ASL Christ was priest personally — was He not? 

FER Yes, but I do not think that He could take priesthood up on that ground. If He is to take up priesthood in relation to man it must be in life out of death, because man is in death. Aaron’s rod literally was life out of death. You get the real character of the priesthood — the setting aside of the system that made Aaron priest and in the next chapter Aaron dies. 

AM Would the “corn of wheat” go in that line at all? 

FER Yes; quite so. 

FB [p. 51] Then it was more than a confirmation of the priesthood? 

FER It was an indication of what in God’s mind is to be the real power of priesthood. 

ASL The power of an endless life? 

FER Yes. Life out of death. 

JB Is every person quickened who has received the Spirit of adoption whereby they cry “Abba, Father”? 

FER A person might say “Abba, Father” in the power of the Spirit and not be quickened together with Christ. A person might have instinct and might in a sense be carried on by others. 

Ques But there would not be any exclusion of a ‘babe’ in Christ from the breaking of bread? 

FER Not at all, but I was speaking of the question of the worship of God, and how He will be served. A young christian has everything in the Spirit but may be but little formed in it. Every man begins as a ‘babe’ and is formed in divine things. The father is nothing more than a babe, but the father is a father and the babe is a babe. 

JB But is not every person quickened who loves God? 

FER I admit that is a proof and evidence of the Spirit being there. 

THR You must be brought on to the ground of resurrection in your soul. 

FER You must be on a certain platform — the platform on which God is. I think the first point to be ascertained is ‘what platform is God on?’ Then you must serve God on that platform. 

THR I see the first intimation of worship in Abraham. God came in Genesis 15: 1 and says “I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward” — that is the earthly side. But in Genesis 17: 1, 2 God takes Abram to His side “walk before my face, and be perfect. And I will set my covenant between me and thee ..”. etc. and Abram fell on his face. It was the first recorded [p. 52] act of worship — the bowing down of the soul in the presence of God. Abram was called to God’s side of things. 

AM You mean by that the way He has revealed Himself? 

THR There is a great difference between God’s coming to me and my going to Him on His ground. 

AM Would you say that sonship was the great qualification for worship? 

FER Yes. But we were talking about the sanctuary and worship. In what light is God going to be approached? He is going to be approached in the light of what He is. It is a great point. You can contemplate God and give Him thanks. You can worship God in the working out of the purpose and counsel of His own will. It is what He is that brings in the platform of resurrection. Resurrection is the real beginning for God. The church is on the principle of life out of death. The whole range of divine purpose is on the principle of life out of death. We have to apprehend that He is working out His own will. “Ye have been also raised with him through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead” (Colossians 2: 12). That is the principle — hence if it is a question of worshipping God, He must be apprehended in that light. 

ASL So that if our faith does not go as far as resurrection we do not get to worship? 

FER I think there are many give thanks who do not come to worship. The fact is we have not quite got an idea of the sanctuary. 

Ques “Worship the Father in spirit and truth” (John 4: 23) — is that in connection? 

FER Yes. 

Ques You would make a difference between ‘title to enter’ and ‘entering’? 

FER Oh yes. Everything belongs to the christian. There is no gift beyond the Spirit, but we only [p. 53] enter as the Spirit of God gives us power. 

Ques Is the sanctuary the apprehension in the soul? 

FER It is the apprehension of God in the light of His counsels in Christ. 

ASL You made a remark at the beginning to the effect that we get into the sanctuary when we are ready for it. Will you say a little more as to that? 

FER There is an important preceding point — that is, acquaintance with Christ. Those that live have to live under the conditions that God imposes. You cannot take up things on the ground that there is no harm in them. God has laid down conditions and everything outside of these conditions is death. If you are content to live under the conditions God has imposed, you live in the good of the covenant. We have come into the good of the covenant and if you will live by the benefits, then you will get the knowledge of God. The new covenant expresses God’s disposition to us. 

THR The soul really finds the rest of God. 

ASL What are the conditions you refer to? 

FER The love and mercy of God — all outside of death — and all that is spiritual. 

Ques “One thing have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after: that I may dwell ..”. etc. Psalm 27: 4. That was his desire? 

FER Yes. 

THR Many do not understand that the thought is a place to ‘dwell’. It is not a place to visit. 

Ques If we realise the presence of the Lord on Lord’s day morning and walk disorderly during the week that does not mean that we should realise His presence the next time? 

FER Everything depends on our condition at the moment. 

ASL With regard to the sanctuary; in thought you have not got the ‘Lord’ before you as [p. 54] in the Supper? 

FER In the Supper it is not the ‘Lord’ before you. The title refers to us individually. He is the ‘Head’ to the assembly. 

ASL Is not the Supper the divinely appointed way by which the Lord introduces us to the assembly? 

FER Yes. We recognise Him as Head. He is the Head of the priestly family. Mr. Darby always maintained that the title ‘Lord’ was introduced on account of their state. It is a title of reverence and respect. 

FWJ Does not Paul change the title in 1 Corinthians 10? He speaks of the blood of “Christ” but when he is contrasting the cup with the cup of demons he speaks of the cup of the “Lord”. 

FER Yes. 

ASL We are gathered together in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

FER Sarah obeyed Abraham calling him “lord”, but Abraham was not ‘lord’ to Sarah. It is a question of respect and reverence. 

THR Sarah obeyed Abraham. He was her head though she called him lord. She was true to her head. 

RE Is the sanctuary the sense of apprehension of a Man in resurrection — the thought of rest? 

FER It is the resting place of God. It is the Man in whom God is working out the counsels of His own will. In the question of approach to God the first question is the ‘call of God’. What are we called to? Too many never think of what they are called to. What was Abraham called to? If people took this question into account it would generally affect them. ‘What has He called me to?’ Then you get grace for the call. 

ASL What would you say the call is? 

FER Sonship, through Jesus Christ, to Himself Then He has given us grace suited to the call — the power of access by Jesus to the Father. Then the condition of the call is life out of death, proved by the statement that you are risen with Christ. 

Ques Why do you put that at [p. 55] the end? 

FER Because you get that in type in Korah. They disregarded the call of God. Clergymen have no call and are trying to carry out the call without the grace. If God has called us (and we take that ground) we have grace suited to the call. Then the condition of the call can be carried out. 

JB When you say that the call is sonship, it is the purpose of God? 

FER It is what God has called us to. 

JB So we can enter into it now? 

FER We are sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 

RE Would you say that Israel apprehended the call in Exodus 15? 

FER Yes. It is a curious thing that the first time sonship occurs in Scripture is in Exodus 4: 22 — “Israel is my son, my firstborn”. 

RE Then would you say that a soul must be in the good of Exodus 15 to enter the sanctuary? 

FER Yes. We must apprehend the call. It is impossible for God to give us a call without first giving us grace to answer to it and the condition is life out of death. The principle of His operation was on the principle of life out of death. We have access by one Spirit to the Father. We have got the Spirit which cries “Abba, Father”. We should be formed according to God’s purpose. The renewing of the Holy Spirit can only come after the Holy Spirit is given. 

Ques Is the sanctuary the proper sphere for sonship? 

FER Yes. I think so. 

Ques Will you say a little as to Exodus 15, Exodus 16 and Exodus 17? 

FER How exceedingly interesting that is. First you get redemption. God took up His right in regard to His people. Then there is the thought of the “abode of his holiness”. Where is it? His love is the abode of His holiness. Then “thou shalt bring them in”. They must be according to His holiness. He brings you [p. 56] to the sanctuary. In Hebrews 12 He chastens us that we may share in His holiness. His holiness abides in His nature. The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

ASL That brings us back to Ephesians 3. 

FER The condition in which a christian is to live is in the love and mercy of God. 

JB The love of God shed abroad in our hearts. Is that the abode of His holiness? 

FER Yes. The love of God — His nature — is the abode of His holiness. You regard God in another light and the next thing is the sanctuary. You are prepared for it in nature. You are holy as God is holy. If we got into the sanctuary we should be consciously before the Father. We feel we are not fit for the sanctuary — to enter into the nature of God. 

JB To know the “length and breadth”, etc.? 

FER That is exactly it. The love of Christ takes in the whole range of divine counsel. He is the true land of promise. Christ has ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things. 

JB Well I suppose no one need be discouraged? 

FER Oh no! We need not be discouraged. I am not, although I feel how small I am morally — how small we all are. We were all young once. 

JB Some of us would like to know what you mean by being ‘small morally’? 

FER We are so young in the things of God. It does take a time to lead us into these things. We have to accept that we are nothing. I delight in the last verse of 87:3 — ‘That we our nothingness may know’. The apostle had a sense of his nothingness. 

ASL What is the true tabernacle? 

FER The whole moral system of things — the moral universe of bliss. 

ASL He is the official administrator of that also? 

FER Yes. He has ascended up that He might fill all things. Our moral proportions are according to our [p. 57] knowledge of God, and I think our knowledge of God is extremely limited. 

Ques Is it only by the knowledge of God we grow? 

FER That is the only way. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 8:8-13 (JND) [8] For finding fault, he says to them, Behold, days come, saith the Lord, and I will consummate a new covenant as regards the house of Israel, and as regards the house of Juda; [9] not according to the covenant which I made to their fathers in [the] day of my taking their hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because *they* did not continue in my covenant, and *I* did not regard them, saith [the] Lord. [10] Because this [is] the covenant that I will covenant to the house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord: Giving my laws into their mind, I will write them also upon their hearts; and I will be to them for God, and *they* shall be to me for people. [11] And they shall not teach each his fellow-citizen, and each his brother, saying, Know the Lord; because all shall know me in themselves, from [the] little one [among them] unto [the] great among them. [12] Because I will be merciful to their unrighteousnesses, and their sins and their lawlessnesses I will never remember any more. [13] In that he says New, he has made the first old; but that which grows old and aged [is] near disappearing.

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 2:18 (JND) [18] For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father.

Exodus 29 (JND) [1] And this is the thing which thou shalt do to them to hallow them, that they may serve me as priests: take one young bullock, and two rams without blemish, [2] and unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with oil of wheaten flour shalt thou make them. [3] And thou shalt put them into one basket, and present them in the basket, with the bullock and the two rams. …

Hebrews 9:14 (JND) [14] how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship [the] living God?

Exodus 15:17 (JND) [17] Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, The place that thou, Jehovah, hast made thy dwelling, The Sanctuary, Lord, that thy hands have prepared.

Genesis 15:1 (JND) [1] After these things the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Abram; I am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward.

Genesis 17:1-2 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect. [2] And I will set my covenant between me and thee, and will very greatly multiply thee.

Colossians 2:12 (JND) [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead.

John 4:23 (JND) [23] But [the] hour is coming and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; for also the Father seeks such as his worshippers.

Psalms 27:4 (JND) [4] One [thing] have I asked of Jehovah, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of Jehovah all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of Jehovah, and to inquire [of him] in his temple.

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 4:22 (JND) [22] And thou shalt say to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah: Israel is my son, my firstborn.

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 15 (JND) [1] Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song to Jehovah, and spoke, saying, I will sing unto Jehovah, for he is highly exalted: The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. [2] My strength and song is Jah, and he is become my salvation: This is my God, and I will glorify him; My father's God, and I will extol him. [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. …

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …

Exodus 17 (JND) [1] And all the assembly of the children of Israel journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, according to their journeys, at the command of Jehovah; and they encamped in Rephidim; and there was no water for the people to drink. [2] And the people contended with Moses, and said, Give us water, that we may drink! And Moses said to them, Why do ye dispute with me? Why do ye tempt Jehovah? [3] And the people thirsted there for water; and the people murmured against Moses, and said, Why is it that thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst? …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



THE COUNTRY, THE CITY AND THE KING

[p. 58] THE COUNTRY, THE CITY AND THE KING

Philippians 3: 17 - 21; Luke 19: 11 - 27

We find the Lord saying in Matthew 13 that “every scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens is like a man that is a householder who brings out of his treasure things new and old” (verse 52). It is the thought of what would mark the scribe discipled to the kingdom of the heavens to put together things new and old. You find that a very great many thoughts taken up in the New Testament are thoughts found from time to time in the Old. All these thoughts are taken up in the New Testament. One thing about these thoughts is certain. We find them all centred in a Person — Christ — in Him is the yea and the amen. Everything in the Old Testament gets its character from the One in whom the thoughts are taken up. We are acquainted with the thoughts I have in my mind to take up tonight in a natural way. 

They are (1) Country; (2) City; (3) King. All understand them. We live in a country which has a city — a metropolis — ruled by a king or queen. I am going to take up the thoughts in the way they are presented in the New Testament. All these thoughts serve to test christians at the present time; to test the fidelity of christians. You find a great many thoughts in the Old Testament taken up in the New. In Abraham it is God blessing; in Israel, God dwelling and in David, God ruling. Three great thoughts came out in the Old Testament times. In Abraham, righteousness; in Israel, sonship, and in David, eternal life; all of which are part of God’s purpose for man, and all set forth in Christ, and all of which came out in the course of God’s ways. We get the character in the one in whom they are centred. I take up the three thoughts. In Abraham you get the idea of ‘country’; 

in Israel the idea of ‘city’; and in David the idea of ‘king’. Moses was king because he was the meekest man on earth. That is the proper characteristic of a king according to God. My object tonight is to try and show what the divine idea is in connection with each; how they are taken up in the New Testament and their application to us and their effect on us at the present time. I do not think they are much to us if they do not tend to establish and instruct us in divine purpose. Each of these thoughts are peculiarly applicable to us at the present time and test each one. 

God promised Abraham that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed. He gave to Abraham an inheritance referring to a country. He was called out by God from his country, kindred, and father’s house, to a land which he should afterwards receive for an inheritance. There it is you begin to get the idea of country. It presents the idea of expanse. It is not exactly like a city. A city cannot exist by itself. It would be nothing without a country in length and breadth. There is room in the country for men to contemplate the beneficence of God. It no doubt came out in a special way in the promised land. The eyes of God on it marked it. The expanse is a witness to the goodness and beneficence of God. There was room for it to be enjoyed. There is a great deal more but you can accept that much. 

Now look at the ‘city’ for a moment. It is a place where religious and political elements combine. It is the seat of light and rule. The influence of London is felt all over England — it must exercise immense influence. If everything is right in regard to the city the effect is felt throughout the country. Jerusalem became a city and had influence over the garden of God, which included all the surrounding nations. It was the city of light and rule. Light from God and rule had their influence in the city. Man has a city for his own glory and that city will most surely come under destruction. Babylon came under destruction never to be restored. 

[p. 60] The Psalms are continually speaking of the beauty of the city. The heavenly city is the seat of light and rule from heaven. So that I have given you the idea of ‘city’. I am not laying down the law but I give you ideas and thoughts. I have not gone beyond giving expressions Scripture would make on our minds. 

Now as to ‘king’. The king is the vessel of rule, not the seat of rule. The king is the representative of God for light and rule. When the kingdom was set up in the time of David, Nathan was prophet, Zadok was priest and David king. What God intended was set forth in three persons. They were not combined in one person, nor could they be. The prophet was a check on the king in order to bring the mind of God to bear on him. The king was always subject to the prophet. The king never takes priestly functions. The mind of God was expressed in the three persons. That is the Old Testament. 

Now I want to come to the New Testament. But first as to Abraham — he was not content with an earthly country; he sought a better, that is a heavenly country. He sought a city which had foundations whose builder and maker is God. Abraham was familiar with the cities but he did not find a city on earth that had moral foundations; he looked for one which had foundations; the thought and aspiration of Abraham really went beyond what was of earth. The answer to that was “wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city”, Hebrews 11: 16. All that God spoke to Abraham about was earthly, yet his faith went out to the heavenly city. 

Now I pass on to the New Testament. I want to show that all these thoughts come out in application to us. We have a country. The Jews have no country on earth. Then how can the gentiles claim a country and be patriotic? If what Peter said to the Jews in his first epistle is true they have no country, and surely that [p. 61] might apply to the gentiles. They can only claim a country providentially. The world is a wilderness and there are four wild beasts, which are the four gentile powers or empires, the last of which is now going on. The gentiles cannot claim a country when the Jews have not got one. Peter calls them “pilgrims and strangers”. People according to God — entitled to a country! Everything is out of course. If you claim a country you put yourself in the way of covetousness, taking the place of the elder brother. He is our portion. He never intended to give the prodigal the portion of the elder brother and no people can claim a country while the Jew is dispersed. In Philippians 3: 20, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens”. That was the country Abraham sought. It is not a new country if Abraham sought it. I do not doubt that others sought it. Moses had to die without going into the land but I do not doubt but that he sought a better country. When he was prohibited from entering the land of promise the grace of God gave him to anticipate the heavenly country. We have a country — Paul was caught up into it. The eyes of God are continually on it, and the goodness of God is in it. It is a large country, a vast expanse, and God’s will is done in it. 

The angels of little children behold the face of Christ’s Father who is in heaven. It is a large expanse and our living links are there. The Father is there and the Son is there. The present is a most remarkable moment. 

God, the Spirit, is on earth, and Man is in heaven. The Spirit is a witness to the fact that a Man is in heaven. It is a large and blessed country where God’s will is done — the scene where the goodness and beneficence of God is fully known. “Our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”, etc. Philippians 3: 20. Again as to the city. We have a city. In Hebrews 12: 22 mount Zion represents moral principles. Not the city of the great King but city of the living God. 

[p. 62] The holy Jerusalem (Galatians 4: 26). Those two expressions I just want to touch upon. We come to mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem. The city of the great King — Jerusalem — on earth is desolate and a waste till the time of the gentiles is fulfilled. We have come to the city of the living God. When the kingdom comes to pass it is not simply the kingdom of the great king David, but the kingdom will be Jehovah’s. The earthly Jerusalem is really not a great enough city for the living God. A city is required that is really morally greater than Jerusalem on earth. That can never be the city of God’s glory. I really could not see that Jerusalem below could answer to the demands of the glory of God. It takes a long time for the city to form. He has been forming it for nearly two thousand years. He is forming a city which is according to His glory. You must get the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God, because the earthly Jerusalem is not sufficient for the glory of God. You are part of that which answers every demand of the glory of God. We are to behold Him without a veil. I cannot imagine anything more wonderful than the city of the living God that comes down from heaven having the glory of God in its full blaze. It is the seat of light and of rule. Jerusalem is free (Galatians 4: 26) — what marks the heavenly city is perfect liberty. We take our character from Jerusalem above. People take their character from their city. Londoners, who are citizens, take their character from London. We take our character from Jerusalem above. If you get a saint who has no kind of idea about Jerusalem above, there is not much character about that saint. On the other hand, one who is in the light of that city is in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. What brings us into liberty is the consciousness that we are according to God. If anything is allowed that is not according to God it brings us into bondage. If nothing is allowed contrary to God we come into liberty. I bring you back to the thought [p. 63] that it is a wonderful thing to form part of that city which will bear the full blaze of God’s glory. It is His moral glory. We want even now to get hold of the moral thought of glory. 

So much for the country and the city. They should have their effect on us as we have a great deal to do with them. Most men take their character from their mother. Most men who become great have mothers who have fine characters. Jerusalem above, which is our mother, is free. Jerusalem above is only seen now in Christ as Man, the only Man who is according to divine glory. 

Now we have to do with the king, but the king is Lord to us. There is the blessed vessel of God’s authority. Christ is not king to us exactly. The rights of Christ as king are in abeyance. He is the Son of God, the Son of David, and the Son of man. He is Prophet, Priest and King. We find in John they said “This is the prophet” and they would have made Him a king; then He went up into a mountain to be the Priest. It is a very interesting point to me that when the Lord was about to suffer He rode in as King — meek and sitting on an ass. “Thy king cometh meek” not condescending. His right hand could teach Him terrible things. He could be a lion against the enemies of Judah but the lamb is His character. In Luke 19 we find that a certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. He has received it. He has gone within the veil, He has received the kingdom but He has not yet returned. We ought to be loyal to our country, patriotic to our true country — loyal to the One who is King according to God. At the same time our faithfulness and loyalty is really tested by our absent Lord. He committed goods to His servants and their loyalty was tested by the use they made of His goods in His absence. He has interests down here. All Christ’s interests are on earth. All that the Father told Him, He has told us, that we may know what His interests are in [p. 64] His people. He does not judge us in a hard measure, but He measures us according to the grace given us. The absence of Christ is the test of faithfulness and loyalty. What can I think of a king on earth when Christ the true king has gone to receive a true kingdom and to return. He will return and His enemies will be brought before Him, and every one of us must stand before the judgment seat of Christ, but we shall be in heaven. We shall come before the bar of Christ and we shall know what He thinks of the way in which we have used His goods. If you are a christian you are bound to be patriotic and loyal. “Be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might” and to take to us the whole armour of God and having done all — to stand! (Ephesians 6). I claim all things down here for the Lord. I am not going to allow that all belongs to man or the devil. Christ is the Head of every man. We have to stand in the power of His might against all the power of evil. Christians form the heavenly city which is the seat of heavenly light and rule. We are undergoing great education in order to reign. No one can reign without education. The principles are fitting you to reign — righteousness, faithfulness and power. A king shall rule in righteousness. You want to be faithful here in every obligation under which God has been pleased to place you. God is faithful and we learn faithfulness as we learn God. It is a great thing to be faithful. We want to be “strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy” (Colossians 1: 11). Power is expressed in patience. The patient man is a powerful man. A man might be able to knock an ox down and not be powerful, in my mind. Meekness comes in — meekness — lowliness — and I think you want love. All these things — power, meekness, love — are education to prepare us to reign with Christ. Then there is suffering. The man who suffers is suitable to reign. It is a righteous thing for God to reward us according to our suffering for the kingdom. Now these [p. 65] things are important practically. You want to come under the influence of the country, and the city, and under the administration and subduing power of the Lord. These are two characteristics of the Lord and we want to come under these two. The first wave of His power will change these vile bodies, etc. 

I can only pray God to bring home to us more really the country and heavenly city in relation to which we stand. Stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. The true secret of liberty is that by God’s work we are brought into His glory. The king is Lord to us. I cannot conceive anything more important than being here at the disposal of the Lord and coming under His subduing power which takes effect while the Lord is absent. I want the Lord to be more to me. I accept God’s ordering down here in patience. I want to be loyal to an absent Lord and to be taken up with His interests on earth: to be using His goods diligently until He comes again. Get your direction from the Lord. The Lord will teach every one how to use His goods in His absence and when He comes in as King then will be the reckoning time to those who have been loyal to Him in His absence. I think nothing will touch me more, though I am very little, than to hear Him say “Well, good and faithful bondman ... enter into the joy of thy lord”, Matthew 25: 21. 


Scripture references

Philippians 3:17-21 (JND) [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model; [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Luke 19:11-27 (JND) [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested. [12] He said therefore, A certain high-born man went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom and return. [13] And having called his own ten bondmen, he gave to them ten minas, and said to them, Trade while I am coming. [14] But his citizens hated him, and sent an embassy after him, saying, We will not that this [man] should reign over us. [15] And it came to pass on his arrival back again, having received the kingdom, that he desired these bondmen to whom he gave the money to be called to him, in order that he might know what every one had gained by trading. [16] And the first came up, saying, [My] Lord, thy mina has produced ten minas. [17] And he said to him, Well [done], thou good bondman; because thou hast been faithful in that which is least, be thou in authority over ten cities. [18] And the second came, saying, [My] Lord, thy mina has made five minas. [19] And he said also to this one, And *thou*, be over five cities. [20] And another came, saying, [My] Lord, lo, [there is] thy mina, which I have kept laid up in a towel. [21] For I feared thee because thou art a harsh man: thou takest up what thou hast not laid down, and thou reapest what thou hast not sowed. [22] He says to him, Out of thy mouth will I judge thee, wicked bondman: thou knewest that *I* am a harsh man, taking up what I have not laid down and reaping what I have not sowed. …

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

Hebrews 11:16 (JND) [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Hebrews 12:22 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

Galatians 4:26 (JND) [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother.

Galatians 4:26 (JND) [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother.

Luke 19 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. …

Ephesians 6 (JND) [1] Children, obey your parents in [the] Lord, for this is just. [2] Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the first commandment with a promise, [3] that it may be well with thee, and that thou mayest be long-lived on the earth. …

Colossians 1:11 (JND) [11] strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy;

Matthew 25:21 (JND) [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord.
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ETERNAL LIFE

John 5: 17 - 47

DLH You said last time that in chapter 5 we get what eternal life is. 

FER Yes, chapters 5 and 6 follow on chapter 4 in a kind of moral sequence. Chapter 3 is the commandment of God, and chapter 4 is how you get to it. Chapters 5 and 6 give us the idea of what is meant by eternal life. I should connect chapter 5 with the last verse of Romans 5 and chapter 6 with the last verse of Romans 6. 

DLH Is the idea in chapter 5 you get the victory in regard to death? 

FER Yes, in Romans 5 sin has reigned by death, and grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal life. In chapter 6 it is the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

JB Do you mean that in chapter 3 eternal life is the commandment of God? 

FER I think so; you can see that in verse 16 that is the commandment of God. It is His thought for man — His commandment, what He has ordained — and in chapter 4 you get what follows on it. Chapter 3 is God’s side and chapter 4 is ours. It is not only that you do not thirst, but the water that Christ gives is a well springing up to eternal life. Chapter 3 is for faith, and chapter 4 is the well of water in the believer. 

JSO Do we not get here the question raised by the Jews as to who the Lord was? 

FER The point is that the accusation of the Lord brings out the unity of the Father and the Son, and the authority of the Son to deal with the whole domain of death. “Even as sin has reigned in the power of death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life ...”. Romans 5: 21. What comes out in [p. 67] chapter 5 is the domain of death, and chapter 6 is the scene of dearth. Divine authority in the Son meets the question of death, and living bread meets dearth. That is how eternal life is brought into the world dispensationally. 

DLH Is it presented mediatorially in chapter 5? 

FER It is in chapter 6. But it is not enough that there should be authority to deal with death; you want something to meet the dearth, that is living bread. 

JSO Do you distinguish between the Son of man judging and the Son of God giving life? 

FER It is the Son of God who judges as Son of man. Life-giving involves sovereignty. The Son of man maintains responsibility and judges, but He also quickens whom He will in sovereignty. 

JSO Is the sovereignty there in view of His rights as Son? 

FER It is authority which is proper to Him, but which is given to Him because He became Man. It is not conferred authority as in the kingdom. He has authority to deal with the whole question of responsibility and death. 

DLH He has annulled death and brought life and incorruptibility to light. 

FER Quite so, people have very little sense of Christ; they believe in Him personally but do not apprehend Him officially. They do not apprehend that in which He is in regard to the universe of bliss, the system of things which is connected with Him and which comes under Him. All is there for us, we have come to it. 

JSO You mean displayed in Him as centre. 

FER Exactly, all that will be brought to light in Him. He is everything in that order of things and we need to apprehend Him in the light of that. He is the beginning, Head, bond, centre and principal of that order. It is a remarkable expression, “the mystery of Christ” (Colossians 4: 3), and also “that the Christ [p. 68] may dwell, through faith, in your hearts ...”, Ephesians 3: 17. There is One who in unity with the Father has authority to deal with the entire domain of death. I see responsibility and death on every hand, but when I look at Christ I apprehend One with authority to deal with it. 

JB It takes up the whole question of every one. 

FER Yes, “...that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live”. (verse 25). Then, “...for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall go forth;” (verse 28). He deals with the entire domain of death. 

JB He is God but He judges as Son of man. 

FER That is because of the Father and the Son being in unity. The Son can do nothing of Himself but what He sees the Father doing. It is the most practical moral unity between the Father and the Son. There is no divergence from the mind of the Father. 

JSO It is remarkable how the unbelief of the Jews brings this out as to His Person. 

FER Really it brings out what in all probability is one of the most remarkable revelations in Scripture, the relation between the Father and the Son. 

Ques Who are the dead in verse 21? 

FER Every one is alike in the eye of God. 

Ques Physically and morally? 

FER The sentence of death is upon them. It was said to Adam, “for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die”, (Genesis 2: 17), but as a matter of fact he lived hundreds of years after. In the eye of God people whether here or in their graves are under death. “... that one died for all, then all have died”, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. They would not be under the judgment of God if they were not morally dead. 

JSO Would you say a word on authority here? Do you mean that the Son receives authority from God as Son? 

FER [p. 69] What was in my mind is that the authority of God is represented in the Son. All authority is given unto Him in heaven and on earth in connection with the revelation of God. All the authority of God is represented in the Son so that whatever the Father does the Son does; He judges and there is quickening which involves sovereignty. Judgment is committed unto Him because He is Son of man. The greatest thought in this chapter is the Son of God, and in the next chapter the Son of man. 

GJS Is Son of man a divine title? 

FER It is an official title; it is the fulfilment of Psalm 8. The title which is properly peculiar to the Person, is the Son. It is the Father and the Son which come out here. The Son is the peculiarly personal name of Christ. 

ASL The Son of God is different from that? 

FER I think there is a shade of difference. 

ASL When you said that the point in chapter 5 is the Son of God and in chapter 6 the Son of man, would you say a word as to the difference? 

FER In chapter 5 the point is authority, in chapter 6 it is bread. Chapter 5 is a death scene and chapter 6 is a dearth scene. The living bread meets the dearth scene, and authority given to the Son of man deals with the whole domain of death; it is only authority which can deal with it; responsibility can only be taken up on authority. 

DLH What would be the difference between this and chapter 11: 25 “I am the resurrection and the life”? 

FER The Lord simply says here, “... for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall go forth”. They shall go forth in connection with Him because He is the resurrection and the life. Those that are in their graves shall come out as surely as He came out. 

JB The domain of death is broken up entirely. 

[p. 70] FER It is dealt with in the extent of it. It is a point of the last moment for our hearts to be established in. The thought of a great many does not go beyond the soul going to heaven. I doubt if the large proportion of christians entertain the thought that there is power and authority in Christ to deal with the whole domain of death. 

I suppose that the man at the pool is figurative of Israel. When the Lord comes He speaks the quickening word to them. The nation lives really by the voice of the Son of God. It is not evangelical. Quickening raises the thought of sovereignty, it comes on that line; if it were otherwise you would not have responsibility maintained, but the Lord is careful to show that it is maintained, while, at the same time there is quickening. I refer to judgment being committed to the Son. Judgment maintains responsibility; God will maintain responsibility, and yet He quickens according to His mercy, but that means bringing in sovereignty. 

ASL The giving of life is always connected with sovereignty. 

FER I think so. In general you will find in Scripture the thought of sovereignty connected with mercy; it is so in Romans 9, Romans 10 and Romans 11. 

AEW Grace is more general. 

ASB As many as were ordained to eternal life believed. 

FER That is the principle here, it is awakening. Chapter 3 presents the command of God and the outcome of it. It was His mind towards the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, and, as a matter of fact, there is a point of contact between God and man, and that is, Christ is available for every man. Men may not avail themselves of it, but it is there, and there is no other. Everything for us really depends upon the knowledge of Christ and the knowledge of the Father. We get all the good of what belongs to Christ [p. 71] in anticipation. 

JSO Mercy brings in the state of the people, and grace is rather more the style and way in which He does it. 

FER Grace represents the attitude of God, it brings salvation to all men. 

JAT Grace is a New Testament doctrine, and mercy is an Old Testament one. It disappears in the New Testament except in those passages you quoted. 

FER It is perfectly intelligible too; because grace is based on redemption. Righteousness being accomplished, it represents the attitude of God. 

AEW Is authority based on the cross? 

FER No, it is what is proper to the Son. The right of judgment belongs to God, but now you have the revelation of God as the Father and the Son. The Lord shows that, that judgment is committed to the Son, because the Son has become Man. He secured His honour on account of His having become Man. The Son simply exercises that which belongs to God. Things are not going to be left in the world as they are, in a state of death and confusion. It is a great comfort to me to have the light of God, of the Father and the Son, and that one is acquainted with the competency there is in Him to deal with it. I cannot see how a man can desire the continuance of things as they are. 

DLH As we are really in the light of His victory we have plenty of food. 

FER What will be fulfilled in the day of Christ’s glory is available to us now in anticipation. We get death swallowed up in victory before the actual time of quickening comes. We have passed out of death into life. The word ‘Son’ is that in which the Son is expressed, it is expressive of Himself. I connect it with John 3 and 17. The Son is the sent One of the Father. Chapter 6 is the apprehension of the Son in another light, yet we have to apprehend Him in both lights. Many apprehend Him as having authority to meet death, but I do not know if they [p. 72] apprehend the One who meets dearth. 

JSO That would be subjective, the result of His working in us. 

FER Exactly; chapter 6 is Christ bringing the good of heaven within the reach of man’s appropriation. The principles of the world are lust and ambition, and it would be nothing without them, they are the moving springs in it, but Christ brings into it the good of heaven — rest, satisfaction, goodness and love. In that way God begins again completely in Christ, and He gives character to the whole scene, He gives the new start, and all take character from Him, and, instead of a world governed by lust and ambition, He brings in a world governed by love. The world is governed by literature. People think they are going to get great light from the East, and hence you have the light of the East — Mohammedism and Buddhism — brought into England. 

JSO If you feed on the food provided in chapter 6 you do not want much else. 

FER No, God can do better for the world than man by his lust and ambition. No one but a divine Person could take up what we find in chapter 5. You will never get eternal life brought into the world until death is swallowed up in victory. It is characteristic of the coming age. 

Ques Is eternal life objective in chapters 3, 4, 5 and 6? 

FER In chapters 3 and 4 you get the thought of it without any explanation as to what it is. Chapters 5 and 6 really show you what it means, they show that in which eternal life really consists. Christ takes away the sin of the world and gives life to it. 

JB The Old Testament made known things to come. 

FER It hinted at it. Life is given to Christ in order that He may communicate it. Eternal life is for Christ in order that it may characterise His age, and salvation is for Him that He may have great glory [p. 73] in it. 

Everything is for Him. 

JHK Is eternal life for the earth? 

FER That is the bearing of it in these chapters. The domain of death is not in heaven. 

JHK Does it go beyond the earth? 

FER I think it is presented in contrast to “even as sin has reigned in the power of death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life ..”., Romans 5: 21. It is eternal life in the place where death has reigned. 

JSO You have got into the sphere of eternal life although you are here on earth. 

FER Christ was here in that way and we come into it by the Spirit. Eternal life is objective in a way because Christ is it. It is the Spirit — not the life — which is subjective. If we know anything about it, it depends upon the light in which we apprehend Christ. It is one hearing and believing who has eternal life. 

Ques Is it characteristic of such a person? 

FER Yes. It is characteristic of a person that he hears the word of Christ and believes on Him that sent Him. It is a continuing thing. 

What a wonderful thing it is that He should bring to light the unity of the Father and the Son, and that was not touched in any way by the fact of the Son being Man. The Lord was working here in the presence of men, but in unity with the Father doing things shown to Him by the Father; raising up the dead is the operation of the Father. It is not only raising up the dead, but He also quickens. There are plenty of people who would tell you that there is nothing better than death, but there is One who is competent to deal with the entire domain of death and that according to God in divine wisdom and righteousness. It is all according to divine love because everything must be carried out according to the command of God. 

JSO How far will the knowledge of the Father and the Son be [p. 74] known hereafter? 

FER I am not sure about that. The truth will be there for them, but the question is capability to enter into it. 

JSO Eternal life in regard to the saints gives you a deeper thought. 

FER Quite so, it lies in knowledge, with them it will lie in fact. When the Lord comes there will be the actual quickening. Israel will be quickened and death swallowed up in victory. 

Another thing is this, that even the very knowledge in which eternal life consists is qualifying us for heaven to be with God. 
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Ephesians 3:17 (JND) [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love,

Genesis 2:17 (JND) [17] but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou eatest of it thou shalt certainly die.

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Romans 11 (JND) [1] I say then, Has God cast away his people? Far be the thought. For *I* also am an Israelite, of [the] seed of Abraham, of [the] tribe of Benjamin. [2] God has not cast away his people whom he foreknew. Know ye not what the scripture says in [the history of] Elias, how he pleads with God against Israel? [3] Lord, they have killed thy prophets, they have dug down thine altars; and *I* have been left alone, and they seek my life. …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.



THE ASSEMBLY AS THE CITY

THE ASSEMBLY AS THE CITY

Ephesians 3: 14 - 21

HAD We had thought of taking up the assembly in connection with the world to come. We have had before “the gospel”, “the will of God”, “the world to come”, and now we had thought of taking up the assembly, and its place in connection with the world to come. 

FER The church is really more on the line of the city, the holy Jerusalem, then the world to come, as “the holy city, Jerusalem”, (Revelation 21: 10), but when it is a question of new heavens and earth, it is “the holy city, new Jerusalem”. “Holy” is in contrast to the false city in chapter 17, and it is the “holy city” in connection with the world to come; but when you come to new heavens and new earth, it is the “new Jerusalem”. It has its place in regard to both, it is suitable to both, so it is holy in the world to come, and new, when all is new. What God has been working, culminates in the city; every pledge of divine ways is gathered up in the city, with the object that God may be displayed. The harlot is the rival of the bride, and of her it says, “which has kingship over the kings of the earth”. 

HAD You were speaking of “the Israel of God” as maintained in the church last time? 

FER Yes, it is so I think; the thought of God’s Israel is taken up in the companions of Christ. You see that it is entirely impossible that there should be any lapse in the ways of God. 

Ques Is that continued in the city, as seen in the new heavens and new earth? 

FER Well no, all that comes to an end in the world to come, and you get a new order of things entirely; but the point is, it is suitable to both. 

Ques Is the new heavens and new earth [p. 76] an eternal thought? 

FER Well I suppose so, in the kingdom everything is subjugated to Christ, so that God may be all in all. Of course there is some relation between the dispensations and what is eternal; it must be so, they must have some relation to each other. 

Ques Chapter 2: 7 would be eternal purpose? 

FER Yes, “That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. There is no doubt that all through Scripture, there is some general thought connected with the city. 

Ques Is it not the seat of government? 

FER To my mind it is symbolic of imperial rule, wherever you get the idea of the city, it has that meaning pretty much. Men set to work to build a city for themselves — Babylon came in in that way, and so too with Rome — and it was a city which represented imperial rule. That is the thought in the harlot, it is “the great city”, and it rules over the kings of the earth. That is the thought always attached to the idea of a city. 

Ques What do you mean by imperial rule? 

FER The idea of “Lord of lords and King of kings” you know. You get a striking illustration of it in Babylon; there is the assumption of absolute imperial rule, and of ecclesiastical rule. It has taken the character of a city which rules over the kings of the earth, and there is the assumption of imperial rule there beyond all doubt. 

Ques That is still to be, is it not? 

FER Well the harlot will yet ride the beast, but the beast hates the harlot and. casts her off. She assumes to reign over the kings of the earth; she is the rival of the holy city. A city is the expression of man’s glory, “Is not this great Babylon that I have built?” 

DLH Cain called his city after the name of his son, that was in a way, for his own glory. 

FER Yes. 

[p. 77] Ques But God takes up the idea, He too will have a city? 

FER Yes, I think so; Jerusalem is the city of the great King, it is no common king but the great King. 

WHH Why do you take up the thought from Ephesians 3 instead of from the Revelation? 

FER Well you get it in Ephesians more from a christian point of view than in the Revelation. There are two great lights in which you can look at the church, inward and outward; there is an aspect of the church which is outward, and that is very specially its aspect in connection with the world to come. But then there is another aspect of the church and that is its aspect inwardly, and for God. It is inward and God-ward. The outward takes its character from the inward. 

Ques Is that the bride and the body? 

FER Well I am inclined to think so, but even then the bride is presented to Christ according to Himself; holy and blameless, it is presented to Himself; suitable to Himself. You must not make the bride merely display, that was pretty much Mr. Cluff’s mistake I think. 

DLH The bride is the vessel for the display of Christ. 

FER Yes, it is Christ’s body, and Christ is the life of that body. The house is really a thought taken up from what had been with Israel; so many things are taken up and applied to us whether they are new things entirely, or things which had a previous application to Israel. For instance, the house, and the flock, or sonship; all these thoughts are taken up from the previous ways of God; but then there are certain things which are entirely peculiar to the church, it is not only that they are taken up in the church, but they are peculiar to the church. I do not think there was ever such an idea in Israel as the body, that is peculiar to the church, and evidently it is peculiar to the church on account of the indwelling of the Spirit; that gives its [p. 78] peculiar character to the church at once, it is distinctive of the church. 

Rem It was a mystery hid. 

FER Quite so, and it is easy to understand that in the Spirit, Jew and gentile are built together, they are one, made to drink into one Spirit. Whatever may be the effect of the pouring out of the Spirit in the future, I do not think people will be indwelt by the Spirit, that is peculiar to the present time. All flesh will come under the influence of the Spirit, but the Lord could speak of the coming of the Comforter and say “He abides with you, and shall be in you”. 

Ques Does the Spirit go when the body goes? 

FER I suppose so, it is to those who obey God, and when those who obey Him are gone, then the Spirit will go too. 

FRK In the sense in which He dwells now I suppose. In the Revelation you get, “Yea, saith the Spirit”? 

FER But that is a present utterance of the Spirit I should judge, “Blessed ... the dead ... from henceforth”. You constantly get these interjections through the book of the Revelation, but they have a present bearing, a present application. For instance, “Come out of her my people”, and then on the part of the Lord “I will give to him that thirsts”. In the midst of all the judgments you get an appeal having a present force. In chapter 14: 13, “Yea, saith the Spirit”, is a kind of response of the Spirit. 

In looking at the assembly in Ephesians 3 the great point is what God is going to set forth in the church. The church is to rule but how? It is the vessel of rule, and the nations will walk in the light of it, but how? I think it will be like the sun, she will rule by the superiority of her light! The church will know more than all else, it will be so acquainted with God, and with God’s ways, that it will be competent to rule. The heavenly city will be able to inform the earthly city [p. 79] of all that concerns it. 

WHH In that way will God administrate through the church? 

FER Well, you are able to comprehend with all saints, that is, you are acquainted with the whole scheme and plan of God’s ways. You are able to comprehend with all saints what is the length and breadth and depth and height. Every part of the system will be in communication. 

Ques Like John 1, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened”? 

FER It is that the earth is responsive to heaven, and the heavens to the earth. 

Ques What is the force of verse 10, “in order that now”? 

FER For the time being the church is here upon earth, but in the time to come, the church is taken up into the heavenly places. 

I think that the whole point of the prayer is, that the Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; you want to entertain the thought of the Christ. If the Christ is dwelling in your hearts by faith, you must surely take your character from Him. He has ascended up high above all heavens, that He may fill all things; Christ is going to displace everything, just as with the sun, when he gets up in power, the early morning mists and fogs are all cleared away. So with the Christ, darkness, and clouds, and mists are all dispelled before Him, and He fills the whole scene. That is the idea to me in the Christ dwelling in your hearts by faith. 

Ques Does not the line of the hymn express it, ‘The centre Thou and Sun’. (11:4) 

FER Yes, then you comprehend with all saints the breadth, and length, and depth and height, and know the love of the Christ which passeth knowledge. The warmth that will fill the universe of bliss, is the love of Christ. The point in the prayer is, that there might be present glory to God in the church, but there [p. 80] will be glory too, to Him throughout all ages. The Christ is to dwell in your hearts by faith that you may be filled to all the fulness of God; all that is of God is set forth in Christ. Where have we learned to love one another? Why do we learn to have love one for another? Because we have perceived the love of God towards us, in Christ, we learn the love of God in Christ. To know the love of the Christ, as the verse in Mr. Darby’s hymn puts it — 
‘But not an eye those hosts among, 
But sees His glory Thine’. (178:4)

You cannot separate between them. 

Ques You would say that John helps Paul in that way? 

FER Yes, always. God has been pleased to give us things in detail so as to help us in the understanding of them. It is just like the light shining on a precious stone, the light is all broken up into different rays, it is all variegated. The sum total of the rays is light, it is just light that will come out by and by. 

I do not wish that we should get exaggerated ideas of the church and yet one must see that in the Revelation it has a most extraordinary place. 

Ques Does the future glory depend on the present knowledge? 

FER The vessel is being formed; that is the present operation of the Spirit of God. In the epistles we get to a very large extent the formation of the vessel. You get in Colossians “From which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God”, that is the vessel again. The, vessel is being formed that it might be according to Christ. If you take the divine idea of a wife, the husband is known in the wife; a woman does not shine in her own light, but like the moon, by the glory of another. So the woman is the effulgence of the man, and the church is being formed in the love of Christ, in order that it may be His glory. 

[p. 81] The husband of the virtuous woman is known in the gate. There are two things, you are to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man, and the Christ is to dwell in your hearts by faith; the one answers to the other, and you must have the strengthening of the Spirit in order that the Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith. Faith presents this, that it is God’s pleasure that Christ should dwell in your hearts by faith. 

Ques Would you say that you are being formed for two things, to meet the heart of Christ and to rule? 

FER The two things go together. Christ is the most competent to rule, He is the Head of all principality and power, and no power knows how to rule but Christ. Acquaintance with Christ is the secret of rule. “By me princes rule”. I do not see any king on earth who knows how to rule, though I may be considered radical for saying it, it is “by me”, that princes rule. The extraordinary thing is that the christian is able to judge them, and to pray for them; it is by the knowledge of Christ that I am able to judge them, I discern them. 

Ques What is, “spoiled principalities and powers”? 

FER He took all power out of their hand, when God was revealed in the cross the principalities and powers were spoiled, it was by the death of Christ, for in that, God was fully revealed. You get thrones and dominions too, but that is another thought, but they too are taken up. A monarch today has title by heredity, but he has to be trained for his great office; well, Christ has proved His qualification to rule and now you are compelled to judge by that standard. You cannot but see the weakness of kings and queens today, power is really in the will of the people; the power of the sovereign is really extremely small, but it is covered up by a great deal of show. In the world to come you will have a system which is maintained morally. “Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness”. Christ will be the fountain of divine authority, and He is meek and lowly in heart. “Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek and sitting upon an ass”, but then He has got all divine power. The heavenly city takes its character from Christ, and we are being brought now into accord with Christ in mind, in nature, and everything. “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him”. Who is the man who rules now? The man who will suffer. It is the man who is prepared to suffer who conquers. I believe that christianity was established in the world, because the testimony was placed in the hands of men who were prepared to suffer the loss of all things; and you can easily see that if you overcome morally now, how it qualifies the saints to rule with Christ in His kingdom. I think the Lord chose men at the first who were prepared to suffer for their testimony, and it was in that way they overcame and christianity became established. 

WHH There is no temple in the holy Jerusalem? 

FER The earthly city is the city of the great King, but it was never wholly of God as the new Jerusalem will be. It was a city taken up by God, it was the city of David, and God saw fit to take up that particular city, but when you come to the holy city the new Jerusalem it is all according to promise, it is all of God. The kings of the earth are delighted to bring their glory and honour into it, they are delighted to see what is set forth by God in Christ. I have no doubt that greater light is taken in by Israel than by the nations, but they walk in the light of the city. Everything lies in the shining of Christ. There are certain nations which come into salvation, and they walk in the light of the heavenly city. The whole thing is explained in Ephesians 3. If you get that prayer fulfilled, everything is explained. But then how is it to be? You are to be strengthened by might by His Spirit in the inner man, but are you prepared to sacrifice the outward man? The two cannot go on together. The inner man is in contrast to the outward man, it is true of every christian. The outward [p. 83] man is the man who is in touch with all that is present; and the inner man is the man who is in touch with God, and all that is of God. The holy Jerusalem is not in connection with the outward man, but the inner man. The outward man is not merely the body, but it is the man that is in touch with present things. 

EG It used to be said that the man who is under judgment is gone in judgment, is that the outward man? 

FER Oh no, that man is gone in judgment so that God might not be hindered in His work; it is the removal of the old man so that God might put the new man where the old man was. God has removed the old man in order to make room for Christ. Both terms “old man”, and “new man” represent an order of man; but the “I”, the individual, is the christian, and he has put off the old man and put on the new. Characteristically the new man is Christ. The inward man represents the work of God in a man; men cannot touch the inward man; if you think of the very strongest man on this earth, he is perishing, but you cannot touch the inward man. It is a mental conception. The seat of divine knowledge is the inner man. 

In Galatians you are the children of the city; in Hebrews you have come to it, and in Revelation you are in it. 

DLH What is the force of Jerusalem, our mother? 

FER That is a great point, you are the children of promise; the purpose of God is our mother, Jerusalem above is all of God’s purpose and we are the children of promise. The earthly Jerusalem was David’s city, and God took it up, but if I apprehend that I am of God’s purpose, that Jerusalem above is my mother, and that for God, the old man is gone in judgment, then I come into liberty. You have to apprehend that the old man is gone in judgment. I think those two things are needed for liberty, the old man is gone in judgment, and that you are of God’s purpose; you have come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem; 

[p. 84] that is the city of purpose, there is no single element in it which is not of God, and of God’s purpose. 

DLH Then is “our mother” that we derive from the purpose of God? 

FER Yes, I think so; it is the city of His purpose. What a wonderful thing it is when I come to it, that I am really according to God’s purpose, He sees nothing in me but what is His work. Christianity really lies in the Spirit, and the Spirit gives realisation. 

Ques Is that like “in Christ” in Ephesians? 

FER I should think so. When you come to the holy Jerusalem in Revelation there is not one single thing in it from foundation to gates that is not of God, it is all perfect, there is not a bit of man’s work in it. The walls are exclusive in the very nature of it, it is so holy that it must exclude everything which is impure. Then the gates show an outward relation, and the angels are the guardians in a way; the executors of God’s pleasure. When Christ was on earth He was put in the charge of angels. 

Ques Was “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened” fulfilled in the life of the Lord? 

FER Well perhaps. In one way I do not think it is so much a question of the heavens being opened now, they were to Stephen, but today God and Christ are hid behind a veil of providences; God will come out in the city, He will be no longer hid then. 

I think you have first to come to the fact that Jerusalem above is your mother, you have left earth and all earthly props. Earthly systems are all more or less bondage, but Jerusalem above is free, and she is our mother. Until people are free from these earthly links and attachments, they never really get free. God gives a man just light enough to deliver him from those things. Isaac was begotten of Sarah, he was the child of promise, and we are begotten of promise, we are of God’s purpose. 

Ques Is this like leaving the boat? 

FER Yes, people have to get free from earthly [p. 85] entanglements and bondage, to get into the reality of divine things. 

Ques What about “rooted and founded in love”? 

FER That is capability “You ... hath he quickened”, the real power of intelligence is affection; I do not think anyone is intelligent except in proportion to his affection. So we are knit together in love, we do not get intelligence except by affection. What I feel is that intelligence requires to be more universal, and the secret of that is affection. You may get a man of very great intelligence in the world but the extraordinary thing is that very generally he is lacking in great affection, and therefore he is not broad. For my part I would much rather have a man of much affection and sympathy than a man of great intelligence. A child in one way has very great capability. 

Ques How would you understand the prayer being addressed to the “Father”? 

FER I think I should connect it with the thought that counsels belong to the Father, counsels are attributed to the Father, though they all centre in the Son. 

Ques What is the thought in the families? 

FER All the work of God is connected with the families, the saints, Israel indeed even in the midst of Israel you may have some select family. The 144,000 who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth, appear to have a very special place; they learn the heavenly song, and certainly they are very closely in contact with heaven. 


‘All the Father’s counsels claiming 
Equal honours to the Son’. (14:4)

Rem It is the Spirit of the Father that strengthens you. 

FER I think so; the point in the passage is that God may be livingly presented in the church. The place of the church has been greatly overlooked, people think they have got an inspired text-book in the Scriptures, but the fact is that they have got it all livingly set [p. 86] forth in a vessel. Underneath what is outward, you have really got the body of Christ and God has gathered up every thread in the church. 

Ques What is the force of the 18th verse? 

FER It is the whole expanse of divine purpose in Christ. I think it is most wonderful how God has acted, He set forth the responsible man first, and then when he is set aside, He set forth the Man of His purpose, and everything — every thought of His mind — is set forth in Him. In the Adam all died, but it is in the Christ that you are filled to all the fulness of God. It is in Christ that you are filled, and He is great enough to fill all things. 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).

Revelation 21:10 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God,

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE

THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE

1 Peter 2: 1 - 10

HAD Does what we get here refer to what we get in Matthew 16? 

FER It is generally said that the first epistle connects itself with Matthew 16 whereas the second epistle connects itself with Matthew 17, the first the church, and the second the kingdom. This epistle does not go properly beyond what was true for Israel, it does not go beyond what is connected with an earthly people, it does not touch the heavenly side of the truth. 

Ques Are spiritual sacrifices what God will get from Israel by and by? 

FER Yes. You do not get sacrifices in heaven, and a royal priesthood, and a peculiar people do not properly connect you with heaven. It is extremely important to distinguish these thoughts which are taken up in the church, and those which properly belong to the church. There are some things which exclusively belong to the church. 

WHH The offering up spiritual sacrifices does not really give you the idea of association with Christ? 

FER Not at all; it does not touch the idea of the church, or the bride, or the heavenly city. There are a great many thoughts which are taken up in the church, and which form part of our education, but they are not what is distinctively for the church. This epistle gives you the idea of a house, and of a priesthood, and of spiritual sacrifices, but these are ‘old’ thoughts, there is nothing new about them, and they will be given to Israel again in the future. 

WM Would you say that spiritual sacrifices could be applied to Israel? 

FER Yes, sacrifices which have not a spiritual significance would be of no value to God; you must [p. 88] bring in the spiritual element, or they will be of no value to God at all. 

THB Is the spiritual house the house of God? 

FER It is the church looked at in that light. The house today is really the place of the temple, and the thought of God in the house is fulfilled in the church; but then it is in a spiritual way, and therefore in a way a contrast to what was true before, and yet it is a continuation of a privilege accorded to Israel. 

WM When would you say you come to the living stone? 

FER When you come to Christ not simply as the termination of the old order of things, but as the beginning of a new order entirely. You see that He has not come simply to remedy the old things, but to bring in something entirely new. When Peter said “Thou art ... the Son of the living God”, he apprehended Christ as the new point of departure, that God had begun again in Christ. Now every previous thought of God is maintained in Christ and the companions of Christ, everything is maintained there, but nothing is yet displayed. 

EMcB If it was not maintained it could not be displayed. 

FER No. The peculiarity of the present is that we have come to the fulness of the times. The dispensation of the fulness of the times has come for us because we have come to Christ. We have put it too much into the future, but the truth is the fulness of the times has come, or as we get it in Ephesians 1, “the administration of the fulness of times”. It has come simply because Christ has come, it is the lack of the apprehension of that which is such a defect with us today. 

Ques When you speak of Christ as the new point of departure, what do you refer to? 

FER Christ is the beginning of the whole vast system and scheme of blessing in which God will be glorified, the breadth, and length and depth and height. 

[p. 89] All that system of things which is gathered up and centred in Christ, nothing is displayed yet, but all is gathered up in Christ. 

Ques Will Israel come to Christ as the Living Stone? 

FER I do not know that the expression will apply to them, because coming to Him as the Living Stone, we as living stones are built up a spiritual house, but in that day, the temple will be restored. I was thinking of the house as the continuous idea. 

JMcK The disallowance of men must apply to the present? 

FER Yes; and on the other hand He is chosen of God and precious, and then it goes on to say, “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. It was to those who had believed in Christ, not to the nation publicly, but to those who had believed in Christ. Israel was tested by Christ, but He gathered up whatever was for God in Israel. 

Rem “Behold I, and the children which God hath given me”. Christ was a point of attraction in the midst of Israel, like He was to Peter. And now all those who come to Him come to Him in His rejection. 

FER Yes, He becomes a test on the one hand, but on the other everything which was for God was attracted to Him. It is in the same way that the gentiles are attracted to Him now. 

Rem And what He introduces is a new and living order, in contrast to a carnal and dead one. 

FER Yes, all those who are for God among the gentiles are being attracted to Christ; it is something to Him in the soul’s apprehension of Him as a Living Stone. 

WM Is that appropriation? 

FER Yes, it is one thing to see Christ as Saviour, meeting all our responsibility, and quite another to see Him as the new point of departure for God. You have to share in His disallowances, you have to leave all the present order of things, and come to Him on the water. It involves leaving the world order of things, if there is [p. 90] to be the apprehension of Christ as the Living Stone. 

I think the thought of two heads, and two races, has very greatly bewildered people, but it is not true at all. Adam never was the real starting point for God, he was but a figure of Him who was to come, the real point of departure for God is Christ. 

HC That is a real living Person who attracts you out of the world to Himself. 

FER Yes, I think so. 

Rem Christ gave Himself that He might deliver us out of this present evil world, according to the will of God and our Father. 

FER Yes, the will of God and our Father was the first thing; sin and death and the curse came in by Adam, but Christ has accomplished redemption that He might deliver us from this present evil world. But then after all Christ is the Man, He is the beginning of another world, and hence you get the fulness of times, because Christ has come. You see everything comes out of Christ, the church comes out of Christ, it is His body; then you get Israel too, and the nations, they will all come out of Him. 

GJS And is that the true force of “Why dost thou persecute me?” 

FER I think so. 

Ques What is the force of the expression “a living stone”? 

FER It is the foundation of the building, of the house. It conveys this thought of a house built upon Christ; He is a Living Stone, and you come to Him, and you are built upon Christ; He is a Living Stone, and you come to Him, and you are built up as living stones a spiritual house. All christianity is living, and all has to do with a living God, the church is the church of the living God, and there is the house of the living God and many other thoughts. God will ensure that the building is complete, but today, and here it is a question of movement towards Him, you come to Him; 

[p. 91] it is a question of a movement in the soul of the believer towards Him. 

Ques What is the difference between the thought of the foundation and the chief corner stone? 

FER The chief corner stone is the most conspicuous stone, the crown. 

DLH Is not the man in John 9 a very good illustration of this point: he is first relieved by Christ, and then he finds Him again, but it is as disallowed of man; and then Christ says to him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God”, and he says, “I believe, Lord” and he worships Him. 

FER Yes, quite so; and then immediately after you get the one flock and the one shepherd; and though both those thoughts belong previously to Israel they are now applied to the church, and hence they get a more spiritual character. 

Ques What is the difference between this scripture, and what Paul says, “Other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid”? 

FER Their faith was built up on Jesus Christ, it is not a question at all of the foundation of a house, but of their faith. He had laid the foundation in Corinth, and they were built upon it. The house comes in for God; God saw fit to dwell among men, He would have a response from man. He expected to find a response in service; He would so make man conscious of goodness and blessing, that He might gain a response to Himself. He dwells among men in order that He might make man alive to His goodness, and in that way secure a response to Himself on their part. 

Ques What is the idea of a sacrifice? 

FER It is that which costs you something, something devoted which cannot be recalled. The offering was connected with the house and the priesthood. If God dwells among men it is for His own pleasure. What we have here is not exactly a collective idea, it is more individual. I should connect it rather with [p. 92] Hebrews 13. The thought of the sacrifice is connected with the house. 

Ques Has a man the character of offering priest in his own house? 

FER Yes, quite so; but he is a priest always; it is not just now and then, but he has that character continually; all our conduct ought to be governed by that. The house of God is where we come under the discipline of God. All of us ought to be careful not to take up things which are inconsistent with our priesthood. People pursuing great ends in the world are not consistent with their priesthood. This takes in the life of faith, it is a life of spiritual sacrifice; we are to offer the sacrifice of praise continually; then too we have to do good and to communicate. There are sacrifices which are man-ward as well as God-ward. 

DLH There is a remarkable passage in Malachi 2: 4 - 7 with regard to the priest, “The priest’s lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts”. 

FER Quite so; that ought to be true of every one of us. We ought to be intelligent, divinely intelligent. I think the holy priesthood is connected with the service of God, whereas the royal priesthood is more connected with their position in the world. It is not quite the same idea as Melchisedec; he was priest and king, but that is not quite the idea here. Israel was a royal priesthood, but it requires a sort of moral elevation to maintain that. No one can form part of that royal priesthood unless they are completely superior to the influences of the world. Israel was set in that place, but they did not maintain their dignity, they came down to the level of the world, and wanted a king. To be completely superior to the influence of the world, that is the idea to me of a royal priesthood. I would not care about art, taste, or any kind of influence of that sort, but I would seek to be superior to every worldly influence. 

[p. 93] H Would not the type of that thought come out in those who were prevented from going in to minister on account of personal infirmity, or the crooked-backed? 

FER That is more the inside line, the holy priesthood; you cannot approach God freely unless you are in accord with His nature, you must be holy. I do not want to come under any influence of the world. 

THB Would that be like the crown of anointing of Aaron. 

FER I do not know; but it was not simply a question of Aaron, the whole nation was to be a royal priesthood. 

EMcB Do you not see this superiority coming out in such men as Elijah and Daniel? 

FER Yes, you do; and look at the moral dignity of Paul! He had sought no man’s gold or silver or apparel. With Abraham too. 

Rem “To do good and to communicate forget not, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased”. Hebrews 13: 16. 

FER That is more the holy priesthood; it refers to what will come to pass when Christ comes out when it speaks of our blessing man. Moses and Aaron came out and blessed the people. 

Ques But do we not bless today? 

FER Perhaps, but it is more a question of going in today, than of coming out. Israel ought to have shown forth the praises of Jehovah who had brought them out of Egypt; and so too I think we ought to show forth the praises of God who has called us out of darkness into His marvellous light; we ought to be so in the consciousness of God’s goodness, that we must show forth His praises. You see everything that tends to give a man place or standing in this world is really an incubus to them. There may be spiritual energy to throw off the incubus, but for all that looked at in itself, it is an incubus. People cling to many things which are an incubus to them. You do not get the royal priesthood [p. 94] first, but the holy priesthood, you have what is for God first. 

Ques Why do you exclude the thought of the Lord’s day morning meeting from the holy priesthood: is it not the fact that we are a holy priesthood, that gives us boldness of entrance? 

FER But boldness to enter the holiest is not the assembly, it refers to the privilege which attaches to the believer. The only epistle which speaks of the assembly come together, is 1 Corinthians. I regard entering into the holiest entirely as an individual matter; both the boldness to enter and the going in is our privilege. What we come to when we enter is more holy things, not so much the idea of holy places. 

Ques Does not boldness belong to all? 

FER Yes, and if a man were in the consciousness of his privilege so much the better would he be qualified for the assembly; but then that is true of every individual who takes up his privilege he will be better qualified for taking up the assembly. But really today it is the assembly in the wilderness. 

Ques Why do you say in the wilderness? 

FER Well, if I take the first of Corinthians; it never goes beyond the wilderness; it never takes you on to what is beyond, to the land, it is simply a question of the wilderness. 

Ques What is the idea of the holiest? 

FER What was the holiest place to them, is more the holy things to us; it is to me the idea of entering into the whole scheme of divine wisdom in Christ; you come into the whole system of divine blessing in Him. 

Ques But do you not want boldness to enter into all that? 

FER Yes, but the boldness must be got before the Lord’s day morning else you will never get it at all and you will not enter. In the case of Israel the proper idea connected with the wilderness is movement, but then while that was so, the ark of the covenant went before [p. 95] and sought out a resting place for them, now that is the idea of the assembly to me. The wilderness is a scene of continual movement, that is of continual exercise, but the ark goes before and it is all set up, it has found a resting place, and there you too, come to a moment of rest. At that moment you are withdrawn from the movement of the wilderness, and from all its exercises, and you come to a season of rest. I think it is the appreciation of Christ as the new point of departure; but then I go a step further, and see the whole system of blessing of which He is the Head and centre. The Head of that system is the Son of God. 

Ques How does that differ from what we have in connection with the Father and the Son? 

FER Well after all the two lines run very closely together. 

Ques You do not get the Father in Hebrews. What would be the difference between John and Hebrews? 

FER I think the two run very closely together. In Hebrews 10 he is taking up the thing in a way suitable to Jews, but you must read Hebrews in the light of John. He does not state things in the same way to Jews and gentiles, that is all; but the lines run very closely together. Take Colossians, you are risen together with Christ, and He is our life, our “life is hid with Christ in God”, well, that is all very priestly. 

Ques What is the force of “to you ... who believe is the preciousness”? 

FER The preciousness was to the believer, not to the nation as such; it was to those who believe in Him who got it, they entered into it. 

JMcK And in coming to the living stone, you are attracted to the precious One? 

FER Yes, I apprehend Christ as the new point of departure, and I am attracted to Him as that. Israel looked on to Christ as some great King coming to confer glory on the nation, but it was a total mistake; you [p. 96] must have the living stone before you can have the house, and you must have the house before you can have the nation. To think of the figure you must have Eve before you can get Israel. They simply thought of Christ as conferring glory on the nation, they never apprehended Him as a new point of departure altogether for God. 

Ques What is the sincere milk of the word? 

FER I think it is taking up things intelligently; not at all the text-book thought. You see the fact is this, no single thing is revealed in Scripture; Scripture is the inspired record of what is already revealed. Christ Himself is the revelation, and as it says in John’s epistle, “Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things”, it is the anointing teaches you all things, it is the intelligent apprehension of Christ. 

Rem In Isaiah 28 where the quotation as to the corner stone is taken from, it is in the sense of a foundation, “Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation”? 

FER I think in general the idea connected with a corner stone is that of the conspicuous stone; but if Scripture calls it a foundation stone, of course it is a foundation stone. 

Ques What do you mean by saying nothing is revealed in Scripture? 

FER Well, if you trace the way God has seen fit to communicate His mind, it was first through Moses, then through the prophets, then Christ came and now the Spirit is here. But when I think of the Scriptures, I see them to be the inspired record of what is revealed, but the way you get things is from the unction; you have an unction from the Holy One and know all things, that is the way Scripture puts it. 

Ques What about the “word of God is quick, and powerful”? 

FER It is that it separates in the most subtle way between what is of God and what is not, and between [p. 97] flesh and spirit. The position now is this, we have to do with a living Christ who has attached us to Himself by His Spirit, and He has given us an unction so that we may know all things; but on the other hand, the great point is, that the Scriptures are the test of everything. The promises were made to Abraham, they were given to him by God, and we have them chronicled for us in the Scriptures, but the way we are able to understand them, is just in proportion as we are acquainted with Christ; it is as we have acquaintance with Christ that anything and everything is unfolded to us. You really hear of Christ through the preacher, “how shall they hear without a preacher?” people get an apprehension of Christ through the preacher. 

JMcK If you had to deal with an anxious soul, would you refer them to the Scriptures? 

FER Certainly, because Scripture is for doctrine, and it has authority and therefore, I should certainly refer an inquiring soul to the Scriptures; but what I should like to do with such a soul is, I would like to tell him what I know myself of God. The fact is this, Scripture is put in the place of the living witness of Christ and the church. 

DLH Do not let anyone go away with the idea that there is any thought of underrating the Scriptures. 

FER Not at all, but do not let us overlook the living witness of Christ today and the church. The word of Christ to me has two parts, the one is His death, and the other the communication of living water; those are the two ways in which Christ is expressed. 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:1-10 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed. [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

Matthew 17 (JND) [1] And after six days Jesus takes with [him] Peter, and James, and John his brother, and brings them up into a high mountain apart. [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light; [3] and lo, Moses and Elias appeared to them talking with him. …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 9 (JND) [1] And as he passed on, he saw a man blind from birth. [2] And his disciples asked him, saying, Rabbi, who sinned, this [man] or his parents, that he should be born blind? [3] Jesus answered, Neither has this [man] sinned nor his parents, but that the works of God should be manifested in him. …

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Malachi 2:4-7 (JND) [4] And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith Jehovah of hosts. [5] My covenant with him was of life and peace, and I gave them to him that he might fear; and he feared me, and trembled before my name. [6] The law of truth was in his mouth, and unrighteousness was not found in his lips: he walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. [7] For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and at his mouth they seek the law; for he is the messenger of Jehovah of hosts.

Hebrews 13:16 (JND) [16] But of doing good and communicating [of your substance] be not forgetful, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Isaiah 28 (JND) [1] Woe to the crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim, and to the fading flower of his glorious adornment, which is on the head of the fat valley of them that are overcome with wine. [2] Behold, the Lord hath a mighty and strong one, as a storm of hail [and] a destroying tempest; as a storm of mighty waters overflowing, shall he cast down to the earth with might. [3] The crown of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim shall be trodden under feet; …



THE ASSEMBLY AS THE BODY

[p. 98] THE ASSEMBLY AS THE BODY

1 Corinthians 12: 12 - 31

We all recognise the existence of one body, and how it is formed; that is simply dogmatic; but I think we need to see the reason why there is one body. We ought to know in divine things the reason why. There is nothing in Scripture, so far as I know, that is intended to be taken up merely dogmatically. 

Ques Is it the displacement of Jew and gentile? 

Well that is an effect of the formation of one body, but why should God bring about one body? 

Ques Is it that the one Head, Christ, might be seen here? 

I have no doubt that the body is to express Christ, but I think that comes in as a consequence rather than as the reason for it. 

Rem God is one. 

That is what I think lies at the bottom of it. God was always bent on giving expression to unity; it was always in His mind that there should be unity. There was the thought of unity in Adam and Eve, but it broke down because will came in on the part of the woman. Then there was the same thought in Israel; there were twelve tribes, but the table of shewbread witnessed that the mind of God was that they should be one. But that unity broke down. These cases indicated that God intended to set forth unity here, and I think the reason lay in Himself. God is one, and unity is a witness to God. The unity of the three Persons of the Godhead did not come out until Christ came, but the unity was there. Then when God’s thought had broken down in connection with men in the flesh the Spirit came to establish unity in the Spirit. This was consequent on redemption being accomplished. The Spirit came to form Jew and gentile into one body, that is to bring [p. 99] about unity of an entirely new character from that of Adam and Eve, or that of the twelve tribes. The whole of the twelve tribes will be brought together, and unity established in Israel in a coming day; Psalm 133: 1 speaks of that, “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

In looking at divine things it is most important to get at the moral reason for things, and the reason is found in God Himself. 

Ques Does that come out in John 17? 

Yes, the unity of the saints is to be the witness that the Father sent the Son. The thought is really carried on to glory, “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me”. 

It is extremely interesting to trace the divine thought of unity in Scripture. Consequent upon the breakdown of unity in Israel, and upon the rejection of Christ, the Spirit of God came and established a unity of an entirely different character, but the thought of unity runs through Scripture. 

1 Corinthians 12 brings out the truth of the unity of the body in order to meet the tendency to schism; in Romans it is brought in as a check to independency. In neither epistle is there much instruction in regard of the body; it is brought in incidentally as a check upon some tendency. Saints have to recognize that the Spirit is here to establish and maintain unity, and we have to see that we do not thwart that in any way; we have to endeavour “to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”. 

The manifestations of the Spirit may be used to create schism. If some go after one teacher, and some after another, as they were doing at Corinth, it tends to use these manifestations of the Spirit to create schism. The members should have the same care one for another, not to have preferences or particular care for some. The apostle brings out the truth of the one body as a check [p. 100] upon this tendency to schism, so that whatever there might be in the way of gift, the members might have the same care one for another. For instance, my eye has no particular preference for any member of my body, it has as much concern for my foot as for my hand. I am sure we have to guard against the tendency to partiality; it works out practically in some preferring teachers, and others preferring evangelists. There is a great deal of that kind of thing, and we have to watch against it. All the manifestations of the Spirit are for the good of the body; there is place for all and we have to be careful that no schism is brought about. The members are to have the same care one for another. If one member be honoured, we are not to be jealous; if a man advances spiritually, and is brought into a kind of prominence, you are to rejoice; and on the other hand, if you see a member declining, you are to be grieved. 

Ques What about heresies at the present time? 

Well, heresies do arise; God allows them to be brought out to make manifest the approved. But I would say in regard of that, that I do not believe that any one christian is competent to judge of heresy. An apostle could judge of it, but I think we have to wait until heresy becomes clearly manifest, and we are dependent upon the Spirit of God to make it manifest. 

Ques Would you say a word as to what you mean by heresy? 

Heresy is using some peculiarity in doctrine in order to form a party. It may be done by exaggerating some particular doctrine to such an extent that it is taken out of its proper import, and becomes a rallying point for a party. 

Ques Is not all evil doctrine heresy? 

I think heresy has the forming of a party as the end in view. 

Ques May heresy arise out of a true doctrine? 

The exaggeration of true doctrine might become that; 

[p. 101] for instance, if undue importance were attached to baptism, it might become heretical as leading to the formation of a party. 

Rem Even the truth of the one body might be used in that way. 

Yes. 

Schools of opinion are allied to heresy. Some particular opinion is the basis, and a party is formed by it. 

Ques Did you say that no one person is competent to judge of heresy? 

I think you have to wait for the Spirit of God to make the character of the heresy manifest to the saints. What appears to you to be heretical may not be so after all. People sometimes judge hastily because things are contrary to their own ideas. The Spirit of God will make manifest, and we have to wait for Him. 

Ques What is the force of being made to drink into one Spirit? 

We have not only been baptised by one Spirit into one body, but the unity is made effectual in saints by their having been made to drink into one Spirit; that is, the Spirit of Christ becomes characteristic of us. I take it that the one Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”. The Spirit is often spoken of characteristically, and we have been made to drink into one Spirit characteristically. 

The apostle took up the existing fact that they were one body, and they had all been made to drink into one Spirit; he does not set forth how it came about, but states the existing fact that all believers, wherever they might be, Jews or gentiles, had been baptised into one body, and made to drink into one Spirit. What we are brought into is simply an extension of it; there was no other baptism of the Spirit than what took place on the day of Pentecost; the gentile was brought into it afterwards in Acts 10. The Jew had lapsed into the world, and got away from the ground of being God’s people, and then God brought about a unity, not by [p. 102] marriage or by nationality, but by one Spirit. 

Ques What is the difference between the one body and the new man? 

The one body presents the idea of unity, but the new man gives the thought of another order of man. There are three great witnesses to Christ. One witness is the Scriptures, another the apostles, and the third the new man. The Lord says of the Scriptures, “they are they which testify of me”. Then the apostles spoke of what they had seen and handled, what had come within their own observation, and that made a difference between their testimony and all Scripture that went before. They are spoken of in John 15 as those who were to testify of Him because they had been with Him from the beginning. Then there is the testimony of the new man — an order of man that is the effect and product of the revelation of God in Christ, characterised by righteousness and holiness of truth. 

Ques What is the meaning of holiness of truth? 

It is holiness which is the effect of truth, and is characterised by truth. It is holiness of truth in contrast to ceremonial holiness. There is the same thing in principle in John 4, worship in spirit and in truth is in contrast to ceremonial worship. It is not outward holiness in the flesh. 

Ques Is it the same in the Lord’s prayer, “Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth”? 

His word is the expression of His mind, and when we are led into His mind it has the effect of sanctifying us — of setting us apart for God. 

The new man is created after God in righteousness and holiness of truth; it could not be created until God had revealed Himself. The new man is the witness to the fact that God has come out in Christ. Neither judaism nor philosophy could produce that man. Philosophers wrote well, and had a certain judgment of things, but they were personally corrupt. But the new man is created after God; it is the result and product of [p. 103] the revelation of God. It is in the knowledge of what God is in righteousness and holiness as revealed in Christ that we come to put on the new man. The having put off the old man and the having put on the new are both truth in Jesus; it refers to the death of Christ. If the old man had not been put aside for God in the death of Christ you could not have the new man in his place. The new man is in the place where the old man was. It is we who have put off the old man, and have put on the new. God has been declared, and the effect is that the new man is here. We ought all to be concerned about it, that the new man should be seen in us as a witness to Christ. It is not simply now that the Spirit is a witness to Christ, but the work of the Spirit is a witness to Christ; there is that here which is the result of the operation of God by the Spirit. 

The one body is for divine complacency. I think that comes out in Colossians; we see there the place it serves; it is the first-fruits of reconciliation. The body holds the Head, and increases with the increase of God, and so there is divine complacency. 

Rem There is nothing so precious to God as the body of Christ. 

Christ was infinitely precious to God when here on earth, and now the body is here for divine complacency as the first-fruits of reconciliation. The body is descriptive of all the graces of Christ. In Colossians it is “Christ in you the hope of glory”. In Ephesians the thought is that the body is adequate for the setting forth of the glory of Christ; it is like the heavenly Jerusalem; it is a vessel which can carry the full blaze of divine glory. It is the fulness of Him who filleth all in all, and that refers to ages to come, for Christ does not yet fill all things. There is nothing in the body which is not of God, and the body is increased by the increase of individuals in the knowledge of God, that is, by divinely given intelligence. We can help one another; it is by joints and bands that nourishment is ministered. 

[p. 104] Sisters have a place in that as much as brothers; spiritual sisters have much place in the body as joints and bands. The body is the first-fruits of reconciliation, so that God has a spot of complacency. All the sensibilities of Christ, as Mr. Stoney used to say, are found in the body. There is the word of Christ, and the peace of Christ, and Christ is everything and in all. The body is the continuation of Christ morally; Christ has been here under the eye of God, and the body is here as a continuation of Christ, and of all that was expressed in Him. The body is to be descriptive of Christ under the eye of God for the complacency of God. 

Rem God has tempered the body together, and made every part suitable to the other. 

Yes, and we have to look to it that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members have the same care one for another. We ought to guard against partialities and particular intimacies. If people become peculiarly intimate it works sometimes in the direction of cliques and parties. We have to remember that our links are spiritual, and there is to be no preference or partiality. It does, not matter to me whether a person is high-born or low-born, rich or poor. Christ takes account of people in an entirely different way; the first are last, and the last first. We have to take account of people in regard to Christ, and as of a spiritual order. 

When we come together in assembly we come to meet one another. I do not think that is the ultimate object, but it is the immediate one, and we have to see to it that we meet one another in spiritual affection, outside every worldly distinction. It is spiritual links which bind us together, and if we are not right with one another in that way, we shall not meet the Lord. The Lord enunciated the principle, “first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift”, and we have to act upon that principle. 

Rem There may be other difficulties as well as social ones, such as personal peculiarities. 

[p. 105] Well, the great thing is to approach people carefully, and seek to gain them; it never does any good to go full tilt at a person’s peculiarities. 

Rem When we come together we ought to be conscious that we are members one of another. 

Yes, and that in a vital way, because all that Scripture expresses to us is vitality. Things are expressed to us in the way of doctrine, but what is expressed in doctrine is really vitality. It would be a great joy to saints to come together if they realised that they had been made to drink into one Spirit, and if they recognised one another according to Christ. Coming together in assembly is more than the mere formal meeting; we come together in assembly with “one accord”. Partaking of the one loaf is the symbol of this. “We being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread”. 

Ques What is meant by Acts 2: 42, “They continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers”? 

The apostles’ doctrine was the standard and basis of fellowship. Without the basis of revelation there would be no real ground for fellowship. Then fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers follow in divine order. 

When the saints come together it is the assembly in function, and when thus together we have to recognise the distinction between male and female, because the woman is to be silent in the assembly. But really when we come to look at the body or the bride of Christ in its own proper character there is neither male nor female; the most marked distinction which exists after the flesh is gone is Christ. What difference can Christ make between a duke and a beggar? All these distinctions disappear before Christ. The value of the assembly as come together is that we find out our relation to one another and to Christ. 

Ques Has gift no special place when we come [p. 106] together in assembly? 

No, I do not think so. There are manifestations of the Spirit in the body, but all the members are to have the same care one for another. We have to take account of one another according to what we are to Christ. We are all equal objects of affection to Christ, and we have to think of one another in that light. I do not think the assembly comes together for the exercise of gift. Gifts may be present, and it is a great thing to be in a state to be contributory to the assembly, but each one should come there, as Mr. Stoney used to say, with his mind like a clean sheet of paper. The true preparation for the assembly is to enter the holiest, so that in the effect of it we may be efficient when we come together in assembly. No one can tell how the Lord may lead. 

Ques I suppose gift would be recognised in other meetings? 

Yes. A teacher waits on his teaching, seeks opportunity and has it; so too the evangelist waits on his work, and the exhorter on his. 

The great point is to see the purpose the body is intended to serve at the present time. I believe it is for divine complacency. It is the first-fruits of reconciliation, and it is marked by holding the Head — the Head in the widest sense possible, the universal Head. 

Ques What is the thought in “ye are the body of Christ”? 

The church at Corinth had that place, but they needed to recognise that they were Christ’s body; there was that coming in which was of man, and it had really no place there. 

The truth of the body is to regulate us at all times in our relations to one another. We have to take up certain things here which do not belong to this order, but the more we are in the truth of the body, the more we are qualified and helped for all that lies in the will of God for us down here. The relations which subsist in the body must have the first place; spiritual ties are [p. 107] superior to natural ties; and a person converted in a worldly family will soon find that the truth of the body will bring in trouble with his relatives. 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12:12-31 (JND) [12] For even as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of the body, being many, are one body, so also [is] the Christ. [13] For also in [the power of] one Spirit *we* have all been baptised into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bondmen or free, and have all been given to drink of one Spirit. [14] For also the body is not one member but many. [15] If the foot say, Because I am not a hand I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [16] And if the ear say, Because I am not an eye I am not of the body, is it on account of this not indeed of the body? [17] If the whole body [were] an eye, where the hearing? if all hearing, where the smelling? [18] But now God has set the members, each one of them in the body, according as it has pleased [him]. [19] But if all were one member, where the body? [20] But now the members [are] many, and the body one. [21] The eye cannot say to the hand, I have not need of thee; or again, the head to the feet, I have not need of you. [22] But much rather, the members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; [23] and those [parts] of the body which we esteem to be the more void of honour, these we clothe with more abundant honour; and our uncomely [parts] have more abundant comeliness; …

Psalms 133:1 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.



CHRISTIAN STATE

[p. 108] CHRISTIAN STATE

Philippians 2: 1 - 30

The epistle to the Philippians does not present doctrine to us; it is taken up with the state of the saints. The apostle says, “I have no man like-minded, who will naturally care for your state”. This gives it an individual character. 

Rem I thought it was more as a company going on together. 

Well, if you do not get that you do not get christianity, but when it is a question of state it must be very individual. There can be no christian conduct or affection apart from state. We are to be “blameless and harmless, the sons (children) of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world”. 

This chapter gives us a clue to the way in which christian state is reached; the way to life is through death. “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”. You have to humble yourself down to death in order to come out in life; it is only through death that you can reach the result spoken of here — shining as lights in the world. No man can possibly get out of the world except by death. We have to enter into the fellowship of the death of Christ, to take up the cross and follow Him. 

In Romans we learn first principles, it is elementary; but Philippians gives the experience of one who has entered the land, and who has apprehended the breadth and length and depth and height. It is the experience of the heavenly man — the Ephesian — in the wilderness. The apostle puts it forward, and it was answered to in a remarkable way in himself. The experience of Joshua and Caleb in the wilderness must have been very different to that of the others, for they had been in the [p. 109] land, and had surveyed it in the length and breadth of it, and that was bound to affect the experience in the wilderness. 

Ques What is it to hold forth the word of life? 

No one can hold forth the word of life if he is not himself in life. “We know that we have passed from death unto life because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death”. The testimony of life is held forth in the ways, and conduct, and demeanour of the children of God. “The word of life” means the expression of life. People have been too much occupied with the doctrine of life, but we want to get at the thing itself. If we are in life we shall be able to hold forth the word of life, and not merely to quote Scripture. Christ came that we might have life, He is the Tree of life; He will be the Source of blessed and health-giving influences and principles which will go out to the utmost extremity of the universe of bliss. The nations will be healed, and will become occupied with what is good. The Lord said, “Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life”. When we have the consciousness of being in life, then we understand the doctrine. 

“Holding forth the word of life” is the witness to Christ that goes out from a circle characterised by light and life. The same things come out in Ephesians, but there they are spoken of as light and love. There is a circle where you get a continuation of Christ down here, and you could not be in life apart from that circle. Life is individual, and yet there must be a company, for it is in relation one to another that life and fruit come out. The question of state must be individual, but all the Spirit’s work is in view of our relation one to another. The object of the Spirit is to set us in relation one to another according to God. 

Ques What is the force of “work out your own salvation”? 

Salvation is a large expression. Israel had salvation [p. 110] from the power of the enemy at the Red Sea, but you must carry the thought further than that. Salvation means a new order of things, and it really involves the putting off the old man, and putting on the new. If people are entangled with the world system they do not realise salvation. Salvation is really inherent in Christ; it is “in Christ Jesus”. He said, “By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved”. Every epistle leads up to salvation. 

The great effort of many in the present day is to assure people that they have salvation while they yet remain in the world. You cannot remain in the world system, and at the same time be in salvation. Abraham left the world system, and Moses left Egypt. I could not say they were in salvation, for Christ Jesus had not come, but they illustrate the principle. 

Believing on the Lord Jesus is the road to salvation, but salvation itself is in Christ Jesus by the Spirit. We believe the testimony presented to us in the gospel, but we come into the life of things by the Spirit. It is by the Spirit that we are brought into living relations with Christ. 

The Philippians, in the absence of the apostle, were thrown upon their own responsibility. They were exposed to many snares, and there was necessity that they should be on the alert, and work out their own salvation with fear and trembling. We need fear and trembling in regard of the enemy’s snares, and in regard of ourselves. The dangers are very real; the world’s influence besets us on every side. 

Salvation has been effectuated for us by the washing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. Our side of that is that we are clear of the whole system which is obnoxious to God, and in which we were previously entangled. The Hebrews were in danger of neglecting the great salvation; it is most important that we should not do so, but that we should turn the salvation to account. Our position should be definite, 

[p. 111] either in the world or in the christian circle; the effort for centuries has been to mix the two. As the inward man is strengthened and becomes more capable, salvation is more realised. If we were set for the will and pleasure of God here we should realise salvation, and He is working in us to this end. Saints in the early days needed these things to be opened up to them as we do. God works in us, not only to do, but also to will: that has often been a great comfort to me. The way in which God’s good pleasure works out in us is in our relations one with another; it is by our being in the reality of the christian circle. 

It is an important point that in assembly we meet one another. Coming together in a formal way at a certain place and time does not secure the Lord’s presence. But if we come together as the children of God in the unity of the Spirit, and in spiritual affection, we meet the Lord, If it is only a question of coming at an appointed hour on Lord’s day morning, you may as well go to a chapel. Many nave the idea that it is a more scriptural way of meeting, and do not apprehend that we meet in the light of Christ’s assembly. If people have strife and envy amongst themselves, how can they have the presence of the Lord? The coming together to break bread is a great test as to our relations one to another, The obligation lies on each one to judge himself. If we came together in that way the Lord would draw nigh to us. If there is a difference we are to forgive as Christ forgave us, and that is pretty absolute! The secret of these personal differences is that people are unspiritual. 

Saints ought not to come under reproach; we are to be blameless and harmless. In the early days the effect of the influence and testimony of a company answering to this description must have been marvellous, and especially as having just emerged out of heathendom. 

The apostle was prepared to be a martyr for the faith; he was prepared to go on to the end that the truth might [p. 112] remain. Apart from grace any one of us might apostatise; we are only kept by the power of God through faith. If I were confronted with being burnt alive I could not count upon my own stedfastness, I could only count upon God; no christian could trust himself. A man is very foolish who trusts himself. 

We have to look to it that we are in the reality of things. I have no inclination to build up brethrenism. If it is not the reality of spiritual affection, and what is of God, I do not care anything about it. 


Scripture references

Philippians 2:1-30 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; [4] regarding not each his own [qualities], but each those of others also. [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory. [12] So that, my beloved, even as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much rather in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, …



UNION

[p. 113] UNION

Romans 7: 1 - 4

I think it is a little remarkable to notice how the thought of union appears through Scripture. You will find it pervading Scripture from the beginning. In the first great relationship formed was the thought of union; God made a woman and brought her to the man, and union was brought about. That thought came out very early in Scripture. Then the same thing came out in regard to Israel. God was a husband to them, but they were like an unfaithful wife. Then when we come down to our own time and the church, we get again the thought of union. It fills a large place in connection with christianity. In this chapter there is the thought of union — to be married to another. 

In the beginning God did not think it well that man should dwell alone. After the fall a husband becomes a necessity. It is from a husband we get support. Christ is that to us that we may bring forth fruit to God. Israel, too, will be brought back to their Husband, to Jehovah, that they may bring forth fruit to God. 

This thought of union pervades Scripture, Christ as the Bridegroom. The Lord speaks of Himself in that character. “The bridegroom cometh”. It is a very wide expression in regard to Christ. It is the One who comes to enter into relationship with what is for God down here, and all will obtain the moral support of the Bridegroom. 

Now I want to come to the point of this chapter. It is of all moment that we should bring forth fruit to God. God looks for fruit. The Lord cursed the fig-tree, but there was fruit to be found for God. Now the mystery is solved and we know the secret through which fruit is brought forth. No one would contest for a moment that it is suitable that there should be fruit for [p. 114] God. It is wonderful that God should care for fruit. God is good — all will admit that — and God delights in that which is good. He has no pleasure in evil, but He has delight in that which is good, and fruit is good. God is pleased to present to us what I may call a great central figure. That is of all moment to apprehend. All Scripture is detail. The more you read the more you see it. For all has to be put in its place, fitted in with the central figure, and you must get the figure before you to understand the detail. If you have not got the central figure into which the detail fits you will never understand Scripture. The object of preaching is to present to us the attraction of Christ. Christ is the great central figure, and we become attached to Christ by the Spirit of Christ. What the preacher presents is the attractiveness of Christ. “I ... will draw all to me”. That is the way I should judge the effectiveness of a preacher. The measure of a preacher is his ability to present the attractiveness of Christ. Their great object is to enlarge us in the apprehension of the attractiveness of Christ. What is preached is in the name of Christ, and His name is presented as a name of attraction. The apostles knew full well how to present Christ, and they presented all the attraction in Christ in a powerful way. If we assume to preach, our point should be to present the attractiveness of Christ. 

Now there is another thing God has in view, and that is that He has the purpose to deliver us, to detach us from all those things by which men are bound. If there is attachment on the one hand, God is working equally on the other hand to bring about detachment. Souls are drawn to Christ but there is another object in view, they are to be delivered from this present evil world. Christ died for our sins; He was the blessed expression of grace and truth, but with the end in view that He might deliver us from this present world according to the will of God and our Father. I could not impress upon you too strongly what this world is in the eye of God. 

[p. 115] Scripture speaks of the friends of the world as adulterers and adulteresses; stronger language could not be employed to describe those who go on in commerce with the world. They are unfaithful, they enter into commerce with that which is hateful to God. Deliverance from sin means that we are dead to the world. There is deliverance from law in chapter 7 and in chapter 8 we are not in the flesh but in the Spirit. All these things go together, and the Spirit lies at the bottom of all. The Spirit is life. A man cannot deliver himself from sin, it is only by the Spirit of God that a man can take that place. And so, too, in regard to the law; we are free from law, for God has dissolved that bond in order that we might be married to another and bring forth fruit to God. 

Now the real secret of all deliverance lies in the Spirit of God, or attachment to Christ. It is only in that way that any of us is kept in this world. We are kept on the principle of attachment to Christ. The one who is true to Christ is not prepared to go on in sin. He will not be lawless, but duly subject to Christ, walking here under the rule of Christ. That is where we want to be found down here. People try all kinds of experiments to escape the world, but they do not succeed. But the divine way is for people to be kept in their souls, and the principle is attachment to Christ. A faithful wife’s constant thought is fidelity to her husband. 

Now the effect of all that is fruit for God. In deliverance and salvation you will have fruit. The same principle guarantees deliverance from what is not according to God. The same power which enables me to bring forth fruit is the same power that maintains me in deliverance from this world. The point is fruit-bearing. There was no fruit-bearing till Christ came. God’s design is that whatever fruit there is should be by Christ. Then we can understand the character of fruit acceptable to God. God looked for fruit, but He did not find it. All God’s ways looked forward to Christ. 

[p. 116] Now that One has come and He is the true Head and the beginning and centre of the universe of God, and that world of glory and blessing in which God will be glorified. Christ is the Head of every part of it. Therefore in that system God will be glorified and there will be fruit for Him. Nothing can be more important than the apprehension of Christ in that light. When Adam was here he was not the real man for God, but now the real Head is before God, and everything is attached to that Head. We could not say that Christ was fruit for God. It would not be reverent to speak thus. But God looks for fruit from man and Christ is the source of all fruit, and in Christ we learn the character of fruit acceptable to God. We must not bring Christ down to our level. He is the source of fruit. He was the true vine, not the branches. The fruit came out on the branches, but they were dependent on the vine. So now in Christ you learn what fruit is. Fruit is the expression of Christ in us. What can be acceptable to God except what is of Christ? We get it as the effect of union with that One, thus He is expressed in us. It is the result of attachment to Christ. God has been pleased to bring me into attachment to Christ by the Spirit of Christ, and in proportion as Christ is appreciated I bring forth fruit to God. So it is not difficult to discern the character of fruit. Christ now is expressed in us by the Spirit of Christ, and the fruit of righteousness is by Jesus Christ to the praise and glory of God. It is not only that there is fruit-bearing, but we know by Christ what the true character of fruit is. Christ brought all that was divine into manhood. Love and joy were not expressed in a man until Christ came. He was everything that was acceptable to God, the delight of heaven, and we are brought into attachment to Christ that He might be expressed in us down here: and that is fruit for God. The earth is the scene of fruit for God. Christ was the true vine, and now we are married to Him who was [p. 117] raised from the dead to bring forth fruit for God. 

Now anyone will see how that is connected with the thought of deliverance. There is no fruit for God in the world either at its best or its worst. God has tested that system and it is obnoxious to Him. It is a system governed by principles intensely hateful to God: lust and pride and the mammon of unrighteousness. Riches are worshipped, for they minister to pride, and pride and lust are entirely opposed to God. So the friend of the world is constituted the enemy of God. 

Now God has set Himself to allure us from all that system, and it is by the power of the attraction of Christ. We know the One now who is the beginning and centre of another system, and He has tasted death in order that the system should be set forth. The Spirit of Christ attaches the soul to Christ, and it is a great thing when that is brought about. When you get appreciation of Christ you get fruit for God. 

This chapter takes up the detail of the things that hold us. We shall never get deliverance doctrinally. Deliverance is only to be found in the appreciation of Christ. Salvation is in Christ Jesus. You grow up to salvation because salvation is in Christ, and if a man is conscious of attachment to Christ he knows that what God has brought about is to deliver him from all that held him in bondage. Then he brings forth fruit to God, While bringing forth fruit he has part in the expression of Christ down here. The great witness to Christ down here is the Spirit of Christ. It is Christ characteristically in the saints. Nothing short of that can be a true witness to Christ. Now what we want is that every saint might be brought into the reality of the witness, that he might have part in the expression of Christ down here on earth. 

These chapters are of the greatest moment to us. They indicate the divine starting-point. He is the true Husband, and the object of it all is that we might be consciously connected with the One who is Head. 

[p. 118] I can only bring forth fruit in proportion as I have appreciation of Christ. Christ has given me living water to bring that about. The Spirit of Christ is given to lead us into the appreciation of Christ in that light. Fruit is not connected with heaven but with earth. Our relation to Christ is very different to what Israel’s will be. We are united to Him, brought very close to Him that we might have a great knowledge and apprehension of Christ and become vessels in which Christ is expressed. You get liberty from the world. There is no contentment in the world, but it is found in Christ, and when you have found it in the appreciation of Christ He will be expressed in you and there will be fruit for God. God does not intend us to be self-sustained, but dependent on Another — on Christ — to bring forth fruit. 


Scripture references

Romans 7:1-4 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.



THE VALLEY OF ACHOR A DOOR OF HOPE

[p. 119] THE VALLEY OF ACHOR A DOOR OF HOPE

2 Kings 7: 1 - 20

I am taking up this incident as an illustration of the truth of the gospel, and I have no doubt that the leprous men express the condition of man in the sight of God. I will take up the circumstances till the point is reached when they become evangelists. 

The state of things was full of distress; a famine in the city and the enemy without. To remain in the city meant starvation, things looked as dark as they could be. But there was the intervention of God for His people; they were crooked and perverse, but God regarded them, and the mercy of God was not only to deliver them but to meet their need. God came in to deliver them from the fear of the Syrians, and their need was met by abundance of food. Death stared them in the face. There was dearth within and the enemy without. Now that is the state of things in the world today, there is the enemy without and dearth within. The world is a scene of dearth; that is felt in the moment of weakness and death, people have nothing to satisfy their soul. There is plenty to minister excitement, but nothing to minister satisfaction, because men do not seek it in the right place. People think that if they could get this or that, they would be content, but satisfaction cannot be found apart from God. Man cannot be really happy without God. 

The condition of these four leprous men was very pitiful. They were outcasts from the city and their situation was desperate. They say, If “we will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we shall die also”. They would die in the city or out of it, and so they proposed to go into the camp of the enemy, and when they got there they found that God had come in in some [p. 120] extraordinary way; the camp was left, and everything standing, and the Syrians fled. They had fled under the influence of imaginary terror. These leprous men’s new circumstances were quite overpowering. The condition of things was beyond their necessity. They say, “This day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace”, and that led them to become bearers of good tidings to the city. Those in the city investigated and found that the state of things was as reported. They found that the enemy had gone and that there was abundance of food according to the word of the Lord. 

These things happened long ago and are not in themselves of very much moment to us, but the circumstances furnish an illustration of what concerns us very much. We are much in the position of these leprous men. A leprous man was defiled; he could not come into the city, he was disqualified for man and God. Every man is really leprous under the eye of God. He may not be so in the eyes of his fellows, but in the sight of God every man is defiled. The Lord says, “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries”, etc., and these defile a man. A man may be defiled by reading bad books or looking at bad pictures, but the secret of defilement is from within. There never yet was, since sin came in, a really pure man in this world. Some people are more corrupt than others, but there never was a pure person in this world, for there is a spring of defilement within. I do not speak of what you are in the eyes of your fellows, but of what you are in the eye of God. I have come to know what I am myself in the sight of God, and we are all alike defiled and leprous and unfit for His presence. If a man of this world were taken to heaven, he would not care to be there; God’s presence would give him no pleasure and he would be glad to get out of heaven. There are degrees of defilement, but as to principle all are alike. We are all leprous men in the eye of God, and all unfit for God, like the prodigal in the far country. 

[p. 121] Now these leprous men had no doubt of their leprosy. They knew it, and it is a great point when we are conscious that we are leprous. The beginning of all hope for man is when he is conscious that he is leprous. It was thus with the prodigal when he came to himself. He was a leprous man before, but when he came to himself he was conscious of it. 

Now I will touch upon the course the leprous men took in going down to the enemy. They thought that possibly there might be a door of hope that way. There is a very remarkable scripture in one of the prophets, “I will give ... the valley of Achor for a door of hope”, Hosea 2: 15. The valley of Achor was the place where Achan and his house were stoned (Joshua 7). They had defiled Israel by their covetousness; judgment was executed upon them, and the place of judgment is to become a door of hope. The leprous men thought that possibly there might be a door of hope in the camp of the Syrians. When a man is leprous and conscious of it, it is well for him to look the enemy in the face, for he has got to meet the enemy, that is, death and judgment. Many people imagine that everything is going to terminate in death, but there is no real reckoning in this life. A good man may suffer, while a bad man may prosper in his wickedness. It appears to me that if God is God there must be a reckoning day, and Scripture says, “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”, that is, the reckoning day is beyond death. God might have put the reckoning day on this side of death, but He has seen fit to put it the other side. “Those that have done evil, to resurrection of judgment”. You have to face the enemy. Death is a tremendous enemy. Death reigns, and will conquer you, and judgment is appointed after death. 

I speak to those who recognise the authority of Scripture, and what I would advise you to do is to go down and look the enemy in the face and see if it is not possible that in the valley of Achor is a door of hope. 

[p. 122] Do it fairly; do not put it off till tomorrow. There is a gleam of hope to those who look the enemy in the face. People are not disposed to do it, but it is wise if you have to meet it. Do not defer it till it comes upon you; look it in the face and see if it is not possible that there is hope. 

Now I want to show that, in place of hope, there is a great certainty. The love of God has come down into the place of death and judgment that man may find a way of deliverance from the enemy, the fear of death. The love of God has taken all that into account. You have all heard of Jesus, the Son of God, the One who died upon the cross. He died upon the cross in order that He might bring the love of God into the place of man’s enemy, death. The Son of God has died that man might be freed from the fear of death and from the certainty of judgment. God has been pleased to open the door of hope by Himself coming down by the Son. I want you to believe in the love of God and how it has been expressed, in the Son of God. He died to make known the love of God toward men and to communicate the Spirit to man, so that man might live. God has intervened, and His Son has come under the judgment to which we are liable. If you are prepared to recognise that you are leprous and you will look the enemy in the face, you will very soon see how the love of God has been expressed in the death of Christ, that God might impart the Spirit of life to those who believe, that they might not perish but have everlasting life. If God has loved man, God has loved you. The “kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man” have appeared. “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”. None here are beneath the notice of God. His love has been expressed to men in the death of Christ, and he who believes receives God’s gift. It cannot be given to a man who is indifferent to all that lies before him and to the love of God, God cannot [p. 123] give him any gift; but a man who faces the reality of things, apprehending his own defilement, and who sees how that in the valley of Achor God has opened a door of hope, to that man God gives eternal life. Death has no terror for that man, and he never will come into judgment, because Christ is the propitiation for his sins. That is what I want all to receive, the witness of divine love in the death of Christ and in its application to everyone. That love of God that has had its perfect expression in the death of Christ is towards all. God wants that all your wrong thoughts should be dispelled. 

Have you received from God the Spirit of life? Many here have. You will not get it without faith. Do you believe in the death of Christ as the expression of the love of God? You will have to face death and judgment in their terrible power, but you may look at them now and find in them a door of hope. God has made death itself the expression of His love to man, that you may no longer fear death. 

If you believe that, you get the Spirit of God. God gives the Spirit, in order that man may live without fear of death and judgment. The effect will be to make you evangelists. You will go home and tell your friends what great things God has done for you. It is when people have believed the glad tidings that they become evangelists. It is a great day in a person’s life when he can go and tell his friends what great things God has done for him and has had mercy on him. 

But there was a nobleman who had ridiculed the word of the prophet. In those days everything was by the word of the prophet; in this case Elisha was the prophet. This nobleman was a skeptic, and when the prophet foretold abundance, he said: “Behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be?” In the day of good he got no good; he saw the abundance with his eyes, but never tasted of it. The nobleman is a warning to those who profane and ridicule the testimony; they may see the good with their eyes, 

[p. 124] but will not taste of it. His position did not save him from the judgment of his profanity. 

It is of all importance to be prepared to face realities. Death and judgment are upon man and he cannot evade them. Judgment is an absolute moral necessity, in order to maintain the relative positions of God and man. The reckoning day is before men. If you look these things in the face, there is a door of hope for you. Divine love has come in that you may believe in God and receive from Him the gift that God gives, the Spirit. May God grant that you may not be indifferent. There are many who have received the gift of God, and God is no respecter of persons. God gives to the believer the gift of the Spirit without money and without price. Everyone that thirsts is to come and drink. May you believe in the love of God expressed in the death of Christ that you may receive from God what God gives. 


Scripture references

2 Kings 7:1-20 (JND) [1] And Elisha said, Hear the word of Jehovah. Thus saith Jehovah: To-morrow about this time shall the measure of fine flour be at a shekel, and two measures of barley at a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. [2] And the captain on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God and said, Behold, if Jehovah should make windows in the heavens, would this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. [3] And there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate, and they said one to another, Why do we abide here until we die? [4] If we say, Let us enter into the city, the famine is in the city, and we shall die there; and if we abide here, we shall die. And now come, let us fall away to the camp of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they put us to death, we shall but die. [5] And they rose up in the dusk to go to the camp of the Syrians; and they came to the extremity of the camp of the Syrians; and behold, there was no man there. [6] For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, a noise of a great host; and they said one to another, Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. [7] And they rose up and fled in the dusk, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, the camp as it was, and fled for their life. [8] And those lepers came to the extremity of the camp; and they went into one tent, and ate and drank, and carried thence silver and gold, and garments, and went and hid it; and they came again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence, and went and hid [it]. [9] And they said one to another, We are not doing right; this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, the iniquity will find us out; and now come, let us go and tell the king's household. [10] And they came and called to the porters of the city, and told them saying, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no one there, no sound of man, but the horses tied, and the asses tied, and the tents as they were. [11] And the porters cried [it] and told [it] to the king's house within. [12] And the king rose up in the night and said to his servants, Let me tell you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are hungry, and they have gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city. …

Hosea 2:15 (JND) [15] And I will give her her vineyards from thence, and the valley of Achor for a door of hope; and she shall sing there, as in the days of her youth and as in the day when she came up out of the land of Egypt.

Joshua 7 (JND) [1] But the children of Israel committed unfaithfulness in that which had been brought under the curse: Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against the children of Israel. [2] And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth-Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, Go up and spy out the country. And the men went up and spied out Ai. [3] And they returned to Joshua, and said to him, Let not all the people go up; let about two or three thousand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people to toil thither, for they are few. …



SPIRITUAL ADVANCE

[p. 125] SPIRITUAL ADVANCE

1 John 2: 7 - 28

The apostle was not writing to the saints here exactly with the view of teaching, but with the object of keeping them in right lines. The point in the latter part of the chapter is that they had an unction from the Holy One and knew all things; the apostle says, “ye have not need that any one should teach you”. He sought to guard the saints, because there were many antichrists. There were those seeking, even in that day, to introduce the corrupt thing that we have around us. The Son of man sowed good seed in His field; but no sooner had the seed been sown than the enemy came and sowed tares. The tares and the good seed were almost contemporaneous. The antichrists went out early, but they did not revert to what they had previously been; they set on foot the corrupt system which we see around. 

If, when people departed from the truth they had returned to what they came out of, to judaism or heathenism, it would have made matters comparatively simple; but they did not do that; they started some counterfeit of the truth, and that tended to make matters difficult. What we get in the epistle is apostolic care to guard the saints from being carried away by what was not of the truth. At the same time the Spirit of God, by the apostle, insists very strongly upon the fact that the saints had the truth in them. “Even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him”. Now, if the saints in that day could be marked off, as they appear to be in this passage, into different gradations, I judge the same thing might hold good today. We do not know much about one another, but in the present time it would probably be possible to find the fathers, the young men, and the little children. 

I will make one remark before passing on to what is [p. 126] characteristic of each stage of advance. A young man does not lose what is proper to the babe. There is not growth in that sense. In natural things, when a babe grows to a youth, a youth to a young man, the youth ceases from the things of the babe, and the young man from the things of the youth. But that would not always hold good in divine things. There is that which is characteristic of the young men; but the young men do not lose that which was proper to the little children, and the same thing would apply to the fathers. The apostle has only one thing to say in regard to them, and that is that they had known Him which is from the beginning. But that which was descriptive of the young men and of the little children remained with the fathers. That is an important point to bear in mind. If we advance, we do not lose what characterised us in what we have advanced from. You may get saints entering upon the land of promise, that is, on the ground of divine counsel, but they do not lose what is proper to the wilderness, for we are in the wilderness, and whatever advance we make in the knowledge of divine counsel we never can lose the things which are proper to the wilderness. We have to continue in the faith, and not be moved away from the hope of the gospel; that must have its application to us so long as we are in our present condition. It is a great mistake to think that you can march through the wilderness into the land, and have done with the wilderness. In spirit we may enter upon the ground of divine promise; but you can never take yourself out of the wilderness, you must wait until the Lord comes to take you out of it. 

Meantime every christian in the wilderness is himself an evidence of the truth. We see that coming out in the fifth, sixth, and seventh chapters of John. In the fifth of John, he lives by the voice of the Son of God, and is thus an evidence to the Son of God. Time was when he was dead; he did not hear the voice of God at all. The man that does not hear the voice of God, proves he [p. 127] is dead; but the one that has heard the voice of the Son of God and lives, is a standing witness to the truth of the Son of God. In chapter six the believer is in the wilderness, and finds bread. Every christian is a witness to that. He is in the wilderness, a dry and thirsty land; but in a land of dearth, he finds experience of grace. That is witness of the Son of man. Then in chapter seven, out of his belly flow rivers of living water. He is a witness to the Spirit of God. It is a testimony to the power of the Spirit, keeping the soul in the joy of the Lord. 

The individual believer in the wilderness is an evidence to the Son of God, the Son of man, and the Spirit of God. If challenged by an unbeliever or a heathen, he ought to be prepared to say, ‘I carry the evidence of the truth in my own person’. 

Now to come back to our passage. What marks the babes is, they have an unction from the Holy One, and know all things; what marks the young men is, that the word of God abides in them; and what characterises the fathers is, they have known Him which is from the beginning. As babes have an unction from the Holy One, and know all things, they stand in relation to every divine Person, that is the truth of things at the moment. Every christian knows the Father, because christianity is based on the revelation of God as Father. You would scarcely account a person a christian if he did not know the Father. The fact of the Son having come, proves that the Father is revealed. 

Then we stand in relation to the Holy One, for we have received the living water from the Holy One, and stand in relation to Him; and further, we have the unction from the Holy One abiding in us. The christian does not lose the anointing, it continues in him. It is not like the Spirit of Christ coming upon the prophets in Old Testament times; the anointing abides. That began with Christ Himself, the Holy Spirit descended and abode upon Him. When the baptism of [p. 128] the Holy Spirit came to pass in connection with Christ going on high, then the anointing abode upon those who received it. The anointing is truth. You cannot add anything to truth, and having the anointing, it is clear that the christian has the truth in himself: That is the ground on which the apostle says, ‘You have no need that anyone teach you’. What do you think the truth is? The truth was hardly here until Christ came. The mind of God was communicated from time to time; God made known His word to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in the midst of Israel to Moses and the prophets, but I doubt if the truth was here until Christ came. The truth is the revelation of God, and the revelation of God in nature was not here until Christ. God could not be revealed through the agency of prophets. Anyone ought to be able to see that though His mind might be made known, it was entirely impossible for God to be revealed by prophets. He must Himself in some way come out, and that is just what God saw fit to do (John 3: 16). The apostle John says in the introduction of the gospel, “No man hath seen God at any time: the only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. Hence, until Christ came, you have not the truth. I believe the force of the expression, “the truth”, is the revelation of God. 

The Lord said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life”. The presence of Christ was entirely different from any other moment. The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came to pass by Jesus Christ, because God was revealed. How was God to be known? I know but one way, and that is, in revealing Himself by Himself. Hence it is that you get the anointing. The anointing is the truth, in order that we may be in the good of the revelation, and I do not believe any one could be in the good of the revelation except by the anointing. The anointing is truth, and teaches that we may be in all the gain of the revelation of God. 

[p. 129] Apart from the anointing it is absolutely impossible that God can be known. I can understand the testimony of the grace of God coming out to man; but that does not in itself bring the knowledge of God. If God is to be known in His nature, He must be revealed in Himself. By the Spirit we can enter upon all that in which God has been pleased to reveal Himself: A christian is competent by the Spirit, carries the competency in Himself (whatever may be true of him practically). In principle, in virtue of the anointing which he has received from the Holy One, be knows all things, and has no need that anyone teach him. 

No man can teach you the knowledge of God. God may use teachers — apostles or what not — to guard and guide you in a way; but you may be confident that as to the real knowledge of God no one can teach you short of God Himself; that is, the Spirit of God. Hence, the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit has been pleased to take the place of the truth down here, not objectively like Christ, but subjectively, that the saints may have the gain of the revelation which God has given of Himself in the only-begotten Son. Christ has communicated the Spirit to be living water in the believer — a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

I suppose we would all take the ground of being babes. The thing for the babes to covet is to be spiritual. We would all desire to advance in the knowledge of divine things; the way is to advance in the knowledge of God Himself. The way for this is, confidence in the anointing, in the Spirit of God that dwells in you. There is no truth more wonderful than the presence of the Spirit; and where is the Spirit? 

The presence of Christ was outside of man in a sense. The Spirit is in saints, in God’s house, dwelling in believers. One would desire to bring people back to confidence in the Spirit of God that dwells in them. It is the only means by which we can be led into the [p. 130] knowledge of God. The one that knows God is the one that loves. Why do we love? Because God has been pleased to acquaint us with His love. We love by the Spirit. “Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love”. 

Thus you see how dependent we are on the anointing for everything that touches the real knowledge of God. The truth means that which may be known of God — that which is revealed in the only-begotten Son. One can speak to you of these things, but can do nothing whatever for you. No man can teach you in the knowledge of God. One would seek to guard you from anything which would divert you from it, that your attention might be directed God-ward, and your confidence increased in the One who can lead your heart into all that in which God has been pleased to reveal Himself. 

It is a great thing if we are shut up to God. But our attention is so readily diverted by man; ten thousand things down here tend to distract the attention of saints — social and business obligations. You have to remember these things are but for a moment, however they may seem important to us; but the knowledge of God is for eternity; and therefore, it is of all importance that our attention should not be diverted from what tends to lead us into the knowledge of God. The truth is there in Christ, and in the believer, that the believer may, by the anointing, be led into all truth, into the knowledge of God as He has revealed Himself. 

Now, as to the young men. Speaking in regard to them you must suppose the truth to be known. That is common to every christian. It is not one particular class that has the anointing; “If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his”. The “word of God” conveys to me a different idea. I understand by the word of God the communication of God’s mind to man, and in general, the communication of God’s mind [p. 131] in relation to man. This is a different idea from the truth. Through all time, almost from the beginning, we get the word of God coming in. The word of God always addressed itself directly to man, without any kind of intervention. God communicated His word, His mind, to the patriarchs, in the way of promise. He called out Abraham, and communicated His mind to him. It was not exactly the revelation of Himself, but what He proposed to do, and what He intended to make of Abraham. 

In the case of Moses God communicated His mind to him and in a general way it had reference to what the children of Israel were to be for God. God first communicated His mind as to the children of Israel on mount Sinai, then afterwards from off the mercy-seat. Later on, in the prophets we still get the idea of the word of God. Sometimes God would address Himself by them to the people, at other times He would go outside the boundary of the people, and speak to the gentiles. Holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

Now I pass on a step further, and that is, the climax of God’s word has now been reached in Christ. There is the announcement of God’s mind in regard of man, made known in the Man whom God had been pleased to raise from the dead. That Man is the Head of every man, and in that Man is fully expressed and communicated the mind of God in regard of man. Christ is Himself the Word, and it is in Him that God’s mind in regard of man at the present moment is made known, and it is maintained here by the Spirit of God. That brings us to the point in regard of the young men. The testimony of God abides in the young men. I think that is the case today, activity in the testimony of God is characteristic of the young men, just as the truth is in the babes. So what is characteristic of the young men is, the word of God abides in them, and they have overcome the wicked one. The word of God is not [p. 132] bound, it is maintained and promulgated, and it abides in the young men. Now, there is a snare as to them, and that is, the world. It has been unhappily true in our experience that some of those who had been extremely active in the testimony of God have been engulfed more or less by the world. There is no man who can possibly go on in the testimony of God without support. If a man does not have the support of the Spirit he will surely turn for support to christendom. 

Where a man loses the sense of the Spirit’s presence and the truth of the church, that man is bound to turn for support to christendom, and christendom means the world — the ‘christian world’. Such a man has lost in his testimony the savour of the Spirit of God. They may tell us of the wonderful results produced by his work, but the testimony has lost its savour, because he has got away from the Spirit of God, and is looking for support from christendom. 

We have to be on our guard against the snare of the world. The world is subtle; it presents itself to us in many forms and shapes. The influences are almost unfelt, and people get under the power of things before they are aware of it. Its influences may come in in domestic arrangements, to bring the young men under its influence, and in that way to mar the brightness of their testimony. If the word of God does not abide in the young men I do not know where it abides. I think that all christians are in the truth and have the unction, but the word of God abides in the young men. We that are young men have to look to it — God holds us responsible — that we are not poisoned by the evil influences of the world; “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world”. Our ways should be simple, and we must not run in accord with the world. What could be more simple than every way of Christ? We want to walk in the simplicity that characterised Christ Himself. 

As to the fathers the apostle says, “I have written unto [p. 133] you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning”. It is difficult to give a definite idea as to that. I merely suggest a thought or two. “Him that is from the beginning” is in a way indefinite. From the beginning of what? “From the beginning” is an expression rather characteristic of John’s writings. “The devil sinneth from the beginning”, etc. The form of the expression raises a question in the mind. The idea I have in connection with it is, ‘from the beginning of the day’. I take it up from what occurs in the early part of the chapter; the darkness is passing and the true light now shines. The day has dawned, and now you can speak of Him that is from the beginning of the day. 

The system of things in the world with which we are acquainted began from the introduction of the sun. There were certain things antecedent to the sun; but the order in which we live began with the sun. In the sun there was the principle of rule, and I do not believe any order of things according to God can exist without the principle of rule. When God brought in that principle then it is that you get the up-springing of life; life comes in consequent upon the introduction of rule. 

There was light previous to that, at the outset; but not rule. I should connect light morally with the revelation of God. Rule comes in in connection with an appointed light. God appointed the sun to rule the day, and in connection with an appointed light came to pass, life. We live in an order of things which is ruled by the sun, and the sun is potent in that way. It is not simply that it rules the day, but it fills the world with light and heat; there is nothing hid from its heat. God has been pleased to bring to pass a spiritual order of things analogous to that. The beginning of it was the introduction of a great light; Christ has come in as a great light, who is to give law to the universe of God. I take that up from Psalm 40, “I come: ... to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my heart”. 

[p. 134] The moment He became Man there was a new outset; there was a sun appointed in regard of the moral universe. The day began to dawn; you have One in whose heart is the rule of God. 

Now, the law of God is love. “Thy law is within my heart”. The object of that was that He might give the rule to the universe which God intends to bring to pass. In the presence of that great light all life is developed. When the appointed light comes in then He communicates the Spirit of life, that in the presence of light there might be life. The day has begun. The One in whose heart is God’s rule — that Man has come in, who will give the law to the Jew and to the nations; He gives now the law to the church. It is God’s law; the law of love, which is to rule, and in the presence of that everything is to be subdued. Just as the light of the sun is great enough to fill the world, so Christ is great enough to fill all things. He is exalted far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. The apostle John says that if all that Christ had done were recorded, the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Christ is the great appointed light, and with the introduction of the light a new order of things has come to pass. A man is brought upon the scene who has accomplished redemption so that God may take up His rights, and in whom God can give the law to the moral universe. 

It seems to me strange if God cannot bring in a better order of things than what exists now in the world. “The lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” are the things which rule man, and give birth pretty much to the strife which is upon earth. I defy the most acute man to find out the rights and wrongs, politically, of anything in the world. God will introduce a world of His own; but then that world will have its own proper character of righteousness. The day has begun, the darkness is passing, and the true light now shines, and the appointed light is great [p. 135] enough to fill all things. 

One word more. You must remember that our part is with Him. What for? That we should be like a faithful wife in the absence of her husband. I pity a man taken up with the things of the world, because these are not the interests of Christ. The wife has to be faithful to the interests of her husband in his absence. The church is left here in the absence of the Bridegroom, to be faithful to His interests, but when Christ fills all things then the church will share with Him the glory of His exaltation. There is nothing that is conferred upon Christ as the exalted Man that the church will not enjoy with Him in that day; like a wife who has been faithful in the absence of her husband; when her husband returns and takes up all that belongs to him, shares in all that belongs to her husband. It is a great thing for our souls to be in the light of the day. 


Scripture references

1 John 2:7-28 (JND) [7] Beloved, I write no new commandment to you, but an old commandment, which ye have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye heard. [8] Again, I write a new commandment to you, which thing is true in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light already shines. [9] He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in the darkness until now. [10] He that loves his brother abides in light, and there is no occasion of stumbling in him. [11] But he that hates his brother is in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and knows not where he goes, because the darkness has blinded his eyes. [12] I write to you, children, because [your] sins are forgiven you for his name's sake. [13] I write to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I write to you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked [one]. I write to you, little children, because ye have known the Father. [14] I have written to you, fathers, because ye have known him [that is] from the beginning. I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked [one]. [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him; [16] because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. [17] And the world is passing, and its lust, but he that does the will of God abides for eternity. [18] Little children, it is [the] last hour, and, according as ye have heard that antichrist comes, even now there have come many antichrists, whence we know that it is [the] last hour. …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …



THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST AS THE TRUE ISRAEL

[p. 136] THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST AS THE TRUE ISRAEL

Isaiah 8: 13 - 18; Luke 22: 28 - 30; Hebrews 3: 1 - 6

I desire to draw attention to the place of christians as companions of Christ, for it is a point of the greatest moment for us to apprehend. I shall be able to shew you that a very great deal depends upon it, not only for us, but for God. A very important place is filled by the companions of Christ in the course of divine dealings, in that in them the continuity of the ways of God is maintained. If I judge for others by myself, this has a great effect in establishing our souls in the truth. 

It is evident that there can be no lapse in the ways of God. Everything must be maintained for Him, and He has His own way of maintaining all. Things may appear to us to go to the bad, for if God takes up a people and they do not answer to His mind, He will set them aside. This is what He has done, and will do, but for all that He preserves the continuity of His ways. 

There are two principles of God which underlie the whole of Scripture: that is, He works out His purpose, but never gives up responsibility on the part of man. His purposes are not dependent on the responsibility of man. He has His own way of working them out; but, at the same time, He retains man in responsibility, and, so far as I understand things, the wisdom of God is apprehended in seeing these two most important principles maintained by God in His ways. 

We all see the lapse of Israel after the flesh, but the Israel of God is maintained in the companions of Christ, so that there is really no lapse. God had His own way before Him, and, if there was an apparent lapse in the ways of God, He knew how the continuity was to be maintained; I am going now to shew how the Israel of God is maintained in the companions of Christ. 

[p. 137] That we are companions of Christ is a truth of profound moment to us. The Lord said to His disciples, “Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations”. Now we are the companions of Christ in the time of His rejection. Whatever may be our position and connections in this world, if they are of the most exalted kind, nothing can compare with the idea of companions of Christ, “For we are become companions of the Christ if indeed we hold the beginning of the assurance firm to the end”. 

It is very evident that if Christ has companions they must take their character from Him. In a family where the eldest child has brothers and sisters, they are his companions, and will be very largely influenced by him, the first-born. And so, too, in companies on earth, there is commonly a leader who influences and gives character to his companions. Now that is the case with us when we take Christ into account; Christ has ability, not only to influence His companions, but to make His companions answer to Himself. 

It is important for us to see that everything must in result be for God, and that is assured in the fact that Christ is the Head and centre of the moral universe which is of and for God: the universe of bliss. From the position He occupies in the ways of God, of necessity everything must be for God. You may test that as you like. There is no principle of truth with which we are familiar but has its first application to Christ Himself. 

I will take up one or two points in connection with that. I do not, for the moment, refer to what is moral, but to what is more material. I take up the thought of the world — all is for Christ. Every part of the creation was for Him. He was the Creator of all things, and in that connection we get the statement: “All things have been created by him and for him”. He is the “image of the invisible God, firstborn of all creation”. Creation was for Him. God placed Adam in the midst of it in the first instance, with dominion over it; but [p. 138] all things were created not only by Christ, but for Him. It was ever in the divine purpose that Christ should become Man, and all was formed in view of His becoming Man and occupying the place, as in the counsels of God, of the Head of the universe of bliss. 

This is confirmed in Revelation 4 and 5. In chapter 4 all creation is taken up by Christ as Creator, as having been created for Him. All were created for His pleasure, and He takes up creation on that ground. In chapter 5 He takes all up on the ground of redemption. He is the Lamb, that was slain, in the midst of the throne. 

Christ is the Heir of all things. God created the worlds by Him, and, in order that He might take up the inheritance, redemption was accomplished, and has its application thus to Christ Himself. The same thing is true with regard to the accomplishment of righteousness. It was accomplished for Christ that, the lawless man having been removed from under God’s eye, He might be the Sun of righteousness. 

But I come to a narrower circle: Israel. The point with Israel was, that they were God’s house. You get that thought in Exodus 25: 8: “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them”. Also in 2 Corinthians 6: 16: “for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people”. These thoughts evidently had reference to Israel. God took them up to dwell among them and walk in them. Until you get the figure of redemption you do not find the thought of God dwelling among men. He visited man, like Abraham, to communicate with Him; but there was no indication of His dwelling until there was the figure of redemption. Israel was taken up provisionally in order that the purpose of God might be accomplished. God did not dwell among them nakedly, that is, without a temple, because they were taken up after the flesh. Israel had a national calling, 

[p. 139] and the highest point of it was, that God would dwell among them. All the material of the tent of meeting was taken from the people to construct the tabernacle; that is, God came as close to them as it was possible for Him to come under the circumstances, and it was intended that they were to be affected by that. 

I have no doubt that Israel was really called out for Christ: just as creation was made for Him and by Him. They were God’s inheritance, which was to be taken up in due time in Christ. Christ came to His own, but His own received Him not, and hence we get the end of Israel after the flesh, but not the end of Israel according to the purpose of God. All connection with Christ after the flesh terminated in His rejection. Israel lost the place they had provisionally, because they did not receive Christ. That is referred to in Isaiah, and whilst there is a lapse as after the flesh, yet God has taken care that there is no real lapse. What was lost in Israel was secured in the companions of Christ, the children given to Him: “Behold I and the children which Jehovah hath given me;” they were for signs and portents, they were given to Christ in the time of the hiding of the face of Jehovah from both the houses of Israel, and in them you get the true Israel. 

You will find a confirmation of that in John 15. Israel had been the vine, but the Lord said to the disciples, “I am the true vine ... ye are the branches”. We have the same thought continued, though not in connection with the vine, in verse 7: “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you”. That is, the thought of fruit-bearing is maintained in that which was before God as the true Israel: the children which God gave to Christ; thus the continuity of things is preserved in the companions of Christ. 

In them you get, for the time being, the Israel of God, and that thought is taken up in Hebrews. In the chapter which I read we get two points. The first is, that christians were God’s house, and the second, that [p. 140] they were companions of Christ. In the gospels the thought of the companions of Christ comes out continually in connection with the disciples. The Lord says to them, “I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel”. We see there that they had not lost their relation to Israel in being the companions of Christ. We all know that the beginning of the church was in a remnant of the Jews. God added the saved ones daily to the church, they were brought into the place of companions of Christ. There was no gentile as yet brought in, we do not get one until Acts 10, when Cornelius received the Spirit. 

Our place is that of companions of Christ because we have received Christ in the time of His rejection. That thought comes out in the beginning of John’s gospel. “He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”. We have the Holy Spirit’s testimony to Christ in the time of His rejection, while He is hid from the world at the right hand of God, and by faith of it come into the place of His companions. God is bringing many sons to glory: He has revealed in this His thought and mind. 

The apostle Paul says in Romans, “he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God”. And in Philippians he says, “we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit”. God has the circumcision, the true Israel, the true Jew, because all is found in the companions of Christ. 

Another interesting point in connection with this is that the companions of Christ, in the time of His glory, come out as the holy Jerusalem. The link with earth and Israel is not lost. The holy Jerusalem comes down [p. 141] from God, and the names of the twelve tribes of Israel are inscribed on the twelve gates of the city. Paul suffered for the truth and the hope of Israel, and we find these maintained now in the church. There will come the time when all Israel shall be saved: a nation will be born in a day, but, in the meantime, the true Israel is maintained in the companions of Christ. 

The place which the heavenly Jerusalem occupies should, in a sense, have been occupied by Israel. The nations of the earth ought to have walked in the light of Israel, but what will come to pass is that they will walk in the light of the holy Jerusalem. She has the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious, and the nations of the earth bring their glory and honour unto it. But all Israel will be saved. There will come the Deliverer out of Zion, and they will have their own proper connection with the heavenly city. Israel will be responsive to the heavenly city, while the nations will be responsive to Israel. That will be brought to pass when Christ is manifested in glory. In the meantime, we have the exalted Christ, the Head, the Sun of righteousness, the Beginning of the creation of God, and we are companions of Christ, in whom the truth and hope of Israel are maintained. We are brought into the light of the coming age. 

No one can understand christianity who does not see that the real power of it lies in the anticipation of the coming age. The day has dawned, Christ shines upon us though the Sun of righteousness has not yet arisen with healing in His wings. When Christ shines upon us we get an apprehension of the whole system and order of things of which He is the Beginning and Head. 

A first principle of this is that the truth and the hope of Israel are maintained in His companions. The Jew today calls himself a Hebrew and maintains Jewish traditions, but the hope of Israel is not found in him. He is self-seeking and pursuing worldly advantages, but Israel’s hope is not there. The Jew after the flesh is [p. 142] lost in the world, and the truth of Israel according to God is maintained in the children given to Christ. 

Now as to what is to mark the companions of Christ: Christ is pre-eminent among them, that must be so in the very nature of things. Thou hast anointed him “with the oil of gladness above thy fellows”. The house of God is, in a sense, for Christ, as being Son over it. Moses was a servant in it, and for him it was a test of faithfulness, but for Christ it is the sphere in which He is entitled to order all. That will expand as wide as the universe, because all things will, in a sense, form God’s house, and in the universe of bliss Christ will order all things. In the meantime, we are His house, and there it is that Christ orders all according to God. There can be nothing which is according to God now save that which is of Christ. He is the one Man before God. 

This will be verified even in Israel: Christ will give character to them when the law is written in their hearts. They will be according to God because they have taken character from Christ. 

We get in John 12 the thought of the power of attraction in Christ: “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. I should connect that with Matthew 11. The Lord recognises there His rejection by Israel, and consequent upon that you get the word: “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”. Christ is the point of attraction now, the outset and Head of the world to come. He is the true Sun of righteousness, though not yet arisen with healing in His wings. It is not yet the moment of His coming in glory and dissipating the darkness, but the darkness is passing and the true light now shines. Christ has been lifted up, and draws all to Himself. There is a mighty, beneficent, moral influence [p. 143] in Him which has the effect of drawing all to Himself in order that all may take character from Him. 

There comes a moment in the experience of people weary and heavy laden. They become jaded by life in the world, and it cannot satisfy; and God works so that people really become burdened; then it is that the Lord’s word is heard, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”. No mere impostor or philosopher would ever have said that. Then He goes on to say, “Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me”. He virtually says, ‘I can come down to you’. There never was a man but He who was meek and lowly in heart. We have not to get up to Him, the difficulty for us is to get down. The qualities which were in Christ do not obtain in this world. The man who is meek and lowly in heart cannot be successful in the world because he has not the qualities for it. 

But there is a people here heavy laden like Israel in Egypt, and, for them, there is the One who has been lifted up from the earth: the magnet, the point of attraction for the heart: and He says, ‘Take my yoke upon you, become my companions, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls’. If we are brought to that point we partake in the qualities which are suited to the house of God. That comes out clearly in Ephesians. In chapter 2 the saints are spoken of as being of the household of God, and in chapter 4 they are to be characterised by lowliness and meekness. The part of the Lord Jesus is, that He presents Himself to us as the point of attraction. Just as the sun is the point of attraction in the material system, so the Sun of righteousness is the seat of attraction and the power of it in the system which is, not material, but moral. He presents Himself to us, and in that way brings us into the place of companions with Himself. We are here sharing His rejection, and if we suffer with Him, we shall also be glorified together. That is the point to which we are brought now, suffering [p. 144] with Him, and yet, at the same time, the house of God, where Christ is entitled to order all according to God. He is the first-born among many brethren, and, from what He is and where He is, He is entitled to give character to His companions. 

We are not like people in old times, believing in God and waiting for Christ’s coming. The Lord has come, the world to come has dawned in the Sun of righteousness, the day-star is there. He has arisen in our hearts, and Christ is shining upon us. We have been brought out of darkness into God’s marvellous light. The best thing I could do for you, if it were in my power, would be to bring all your hearts into view of Christ as the Sun of righteousness, the centre and Head of the system in which God is glorified, and in which man is placed according to God; and that system is there. Christ is the beginning, and the first-fruits of it are the companions of Christ, and there it is that the true Israel is maintained for God. 

The One anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows has the right of the first-born. All belongs to Him, and not only do we all take character from Him, but He leads us in the service of God. The service of God properly belonged to Israel, they had the oracles of God, but now the companions of Christ have that place. The truth is maintained now in the power of the Holy Spirit, He is the witness; whom God hath given to them that obey Him. The service of God is provided for. We are built up a spiritual house and a holy priesthood. In Psalm 22 the Lord said, “In the midst of the congregation will I praise thee”. The strict application of that verse does not, perhaps, go beyond the Jew. But the companions of Christ come in now as the true Israel, and the gentile as the seed of Abraham. They are become fellow-citizens of the saints and of the household of God. That is the place of the gentiles. The companions of Christ are the company in the midst of which Christ can praise God. That is taken up in [p. 145] 1 Peter. We have come to Christ as the Living Stone, the foundation of the building, and are built up a spiritual house. The service of God is provided for in the true Israel, in communion with the One who is the Head of the universe of bliss. 

Provision is made also for testimony to man, and that which should have come out in Israel comes out in the companions of Christ. We are to shew forth the virtues of Him who hath called us out of darkness into His marvellous light. Israel was called out of Egypt, and was to be a witness to God in the midst of the surrounding nations, and the point for us is to shew forth His praises. We are a testimony of the virtues of God, known and maintained in the companions of Christ. I think you will admit, if you have followed me, the great moral importance in the present time of the companions of Christ. The importance to Himself is the first point, for they are God’s house so that Christ may order all according to the glory of God. We are brought into the place in order that the interests of the true Israel may be maintained, that God’s virtues may be set forth in those who form His house. 

Now these things are vital. Christianity is life, not simply doctrinal orthodoxy. It is well to be orthodox, but christianity does not consist in that, it is life, because it is centred in Christ, the living One, the Sun of righteousness. He has come that we might have life, and have it very abundantly. Life is there, maintained by the energy of the Spirit of Christ, and we are brought into view of the One who is the beginning, sun and bond of the universe of bliss. For us the day has dawned, and the day-star has arisen in our hearts. If you do not see that, you will come under the influences of the present world. You only escape by the apprehension of Christ in the system and order of things which, according to God, is centred in Himself. 

God had that order of things in view from the outset. It is remarkable that when of old God took up a man [p. 146] He did not speak of accomplishing anything in the man himself. For instance, Abraham was taken up, but everything was to be accomplished in his son. The same thing was true with David: everything was to be accomplished in the son of David, all the ways of God had regard to Christ. Abraham never had companions, nor had David, Isaac or Solomon; but when Christ comes in He has companions. 

The point of importance is that in the companions of Christ, the children given to Him, you get the maintenance of the Israel of God. They are hid for the present, but will come out in the holy Jerusalem. If we get the apprehension of our place in regard of Christ, it will alter our whole course here. With the young there is often an assent to the truth, and an outward association with the people of God, but the point is, are they going to come out as men of faith and companions of Christ: holding to Him and admitting His title to give character to them? He is entitled to give character to all His companions, and the point is to accept that. You are bound to submit to the influence of Christ, and take character from Him. You are to take His yoke upon you and learn of Him, and then you come out, accepting your part in the service of God and in testimony to man. 


Scripture references

Isaiah 8:13-18 (JND) [13] Jehovah of hosts, him shall ye sanctify; and let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. [14] And he will be for a sanctuary; and for a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offence to both the houses of Israel, for a gin and for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. [15] And many among them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and snared, and taken. [16] Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. [17] And I will wait for Jehovah, who hideth his face from the house of Jacob; and I will look for him. [18] Behold, I and the children that Jehovah hath given me are for signs and for wonders in Israel, from Jehovah of hosts, who dwelleth in mount Zion.

Luke 22:28-30 (JND) [28] But *ye* are they who have persevered with me in my temptations. [29] And *I* appoint unto you, as my Father has appointed unto me, a kingdom, [30] that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Hebrews 3:1-6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus, [2] who is faithful to him that has constituted him, as Moses also in all his house. [3] For *he* has been counted worthy of greater glory than Moses, by how much he that has built it has more honour than the house. [4] For every house is built by some one; but he who has built all things [is] God. [5] And Moses indeed [was] faithful in all his house, as a ministering servant, for a testimony of the things to be spoken after; [6] but Christ, as Son over his house, whose house are *we*, if indeed we hold fast the boldness and the boast of hope firm to the end.

Revelation 4 (JND) [1] After these things I saw, and behold, a door opened in heaven, and the first voice which I heard as of a trumpet speaking with me, saying, Come up here, and I will shew thee the things which must take place after these things. [2] Immediately I became in [the] Spirit; and behold, a throne stood in the heaven, and upon the throne one sitting, [3] and he [that was] sitting like in appearance to a stone [of] jasper and a sardius, and a rainbow round the throne like in appearance to an emerald. …

Revelation 5 (JND) [1] And I saw on the right hand of him that sat upon the throne a book, written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. [2] And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who [is] worthy to open the book, and to break its seals? [3] And no one was able in the heaven, or upon the earth, or underneath the earth, to open the book, or to regard it. …

Exodus 25:8 (JND) [8] And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them.

2 Corinthians 6:16 (JND) [16] and what agreement of God's temple with idols? for *ye* are [the] living God's temple; according as God has said, I will dwell among them, and walk among [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be to me a people.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Matthew 11 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when Jesus had finished commanding his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and preach in their cities. [2] But John, having heard in the prison the works of the Christ, sent by his disciples, [3] and said to him, Art *thou* the coming [one]? or are we to wait for another? …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …



THE FLOCK OF GOD

[p. 147] THE FLOCK OF GOD

John 10: 22 - 33; Acts 20: 28 - 32

It is extremely important to apprehend that in the coming of Christ every divine thought previously made known is taken up afresh. Christ, the Son of God, comes forth from God, not simply to establish something new, but to take up things that are, in a sense, old. They are taken up in a peculiar way, but they are taken up, so that nothing is allowed to drop. 

I have attempted to point this out in the gospels. In Matthew we have the idea of Israel. God had taken them up as the seed of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Ten tribes had been carried away captive, and, after that, Judah and Benjamin were carried away, and a remnant only were brought back to the land. Their moral condition was worse than their outward condition. The house was empty, swept and garnished. They had purged themselves from idolatry, but the house was empty, and hence at the end the idolatrous principle comes back. But whatever might be the then condition of Israel, the thought of Israel is taken up again in Christ. That is not a new thing, but the church is new. Israel is old, and old things are taken up in Christ. 

In the gospel of Luke we see that the nations had a place in the thought of God. Christ was a light for the revelation of the gentiles. The gentiles were to be brought into the light of Christ. The coming of Christ meant not simply the blessing of God’s people Israel, but the revelation of the gentiles. That is not a new thought, it comes out in the Old Testament. It is there said, “Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people”. Many other passages in the Old Testament speak of the blessing of the nations. When Christ came, all that was brought into view, for He was a light for the revelation of the gentiles. 

[p. 148] So, too, in Mark the word is taken up in Christ. The prophetic word had lapsed for many years, but in Christ it is again presented. In John the same principle applies. There the temple is spoken of. As regards Israel, it had become a den of thieves, but now it is seen in Christ. It is really a point of the deepest interest to see that Christ came, not simply to be the foundation of what was new, but to take up what was old. The Lord in Matthew 16 said, “Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”; but He was here also that every divine thought might be established. Whether it is Israel, the nations, the word, the temple, or any other thought, all is taken up in Him. If you apprehend that, you will see how in Christ the divine ways are bound together. 

Christ is the bond of everything. We see in Him the establishment of all that was old, and the introduction of what is new. The holy Jerusalem is a new thought; but all that had been spoken of and predicted in the Old Testament is not inconsistent with it. Christ comes in as the foundation of the church, but, at the same time, we get every previous thought of God established. 

Now we have on the other hand the fact that Christ was rejected by man. Jew and gentile joined in His rejection. That is brought out in John. “He came unto his own, and his own received him not”. “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not”. The simplest person can see that the rejection of the Son of God must make a great difference on earth. It came out very soon in connection with His presence here. Man’s will was bent upon the rejection of all that was of God. That is, alas! the heart of man. You can see it in the world today: the spirit and purpose of man is the rejection of Christ. The thought of God in any moral sense, and as having any spiritual relation to man, is intolerable to the world. The simple thought of Creator may be admitted, but when you present to man the idea of a [p. 149] living God who regards man, and to whom man has responsibility, the thought is obnoxious. The mind of the flesh is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. A great many people read that as if it applied to the ten commandments, whereas it applies, I judge, to the rule or principle of God. The mind of the flesh is not subject to the principle of God, and neither indeed can be, so that they who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

But I was saying that Christ was rejected here. Pontius Pilate no more accepted Christ than did the Jew; and the consequence is, that Christ becomes a test. The one thing follows upon the other. If Christ is presented to man and is not received by man, then He necessarily becomes a test to man. I admit that if God did not work, Christ would not be accepted by anyone; there is the activity of God underneath all. But the position is, that He is the Head of every man: He is placed thus in regard of every man, and the result is, that every man is tested by Him. 

The consequence of His being the test is, that you get souls attracted to Christ. In John 12 the Lord says, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me”. There is in Christ a power of attraction, and men are attracted to Him. This has been verified in all of us. We have been attracted to Him, though we may not have understood very much about it. A great many are content with believing what is written in the Scriptures, and that is of all moment; but the secret is, that there is a power of attraction in Christ, though He is rejected of men, and that souls have been and are attracted to Him. 

Christianity will endure every assault of the enemy, and for this reason, that in every part of it it is living. Christ is the principle of it. There is a contrary principle at work in the world which blinds men to the glory of Christ, but in Him there is an irresistible attraction [p. 150] which will draw all to Himself. That is what is coming out at the present time. Christ — unknown of the world and rejected by His own — has become the test of every man. If He had been received there would have been no testing of man. But He has become the test of the Jew and also of the gentile. 

And what is the secret of that? He is full of grace and truth. John speaks of this, and says, “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us ... full of grace and truth”. Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. In Christ we have the revelation of God and the expression of His mind toward man. “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. He has declared God, and that is the power of attraction in Him. God is declared according to His disposition and thought toward man, in grace and truth. Christ did not come like Moses as a law-giver, but the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth, and of His grace have all we received. 

No power of evil can ever get christianity out of the world, because it depends upon the living Christ who has declared God, and God is declared in such a way that the word is irresistible. Men come to feel the need of what is presented in Christ: grace and truth. They are conscious of being infirm and sinful, and they want God; they feel that they are in the dark in regard of Him, and have need of the truth. From the moment that Christ came here to the present time the principle of testing has been going on in the world. Man will be tested to the end by Christ, and the result is, that while some are drawn to Christ, on the other hand, the testing makes man darker and worse than he was before. We have all been drawn to Christ by what is presented in Him. You may not have understood it, but when you heard the gospel He was drawing you to Himself. He is the magnet. Christianity depends upon the living Christ, who is the point of attraction to men. What is presented in Christ precisely meets the need of men, 

[p. 151] though it is another thing for man to realise His need. Men would like to know forgiveness of sins; well, grace is presented in Christ. And man would like to know what is truth, and it is there in Christ. When you look at Christ you see all in its proper place and proportion. 

Now while we see the truth set forth in Christ, we get all those thoughts of God which He had previously made known established in the companions of Christ. When I speak of the companions of Christ, I refer to those who have been drawn to Him. They are companions of His rejection. No divine thought has lapsed. I once had the idea that many things made known in connection with Israel had, in a sense, for the time being lapsed, and that they would be taken up in the future; but the truth is, that nothing has lapsed and every thought of God is taken up in the church; in the companions of Christ. They are His companions in the time of His rejection. They are much like the disciples to whom the Lord said, “Ye are they which have continued with me in my temptations”. Our part is, that if we suffer with Him we shall be glorified together. If a christian wants to be much in the world he falsifies christianity immediately. The idea in connection with the children of God is, that we are in the fellowship of Christ in rejection. 

I pointed out previously that you get the Israel of God; the true Jew, the circumcision, and the house of God taken up in the companions of Christ. This shews us how the thoughts of God are established, in spite of the rejection of Christ by those who, after the flesh, were His own people. The mind of God has found a way to establish itself. The apostle said to the Galatians, “if ye be Christ’s”, that is, companions of Christ, “then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise”. The gentiles came into that position. If the thought of the true Israel were not fulfilled in the companions of Christ, how would the promises be taken up? The gentiles could not take them up as such, 

[p. 152] because they belonged to Abraham and his seed, and yet the promises are for glory to God by us. The true Israel is taken up in Christ, and fulfilled in His companions, and the promises are for glory to God by us. That is not for the future, but now. 

I pass on now to another thought: the flock of God. That is a thought which is undoubtedly connected with Israel. If you have read the prophets you must have seen that to be the case. God was indignant with the nations for their treatment of His flock, and with the pastors, who fed themselves instead of the flock. Israel came out of Egypt as Jehovah’s flock, they were under the leadership of Moses as such. They had that place as after the flesh. It was not that the thought of God was really fulfilled, but He gave a foreshadowing, of what His thought was. 

In John 10 we find that those who were ostensibly the sheep were tested by the coming in of the Shepherd, and the result was, that while the sheep were led out of the fold the Lord had to say to the mass of the Jews, “ye are not of my sheep ... My sheep hear my voice”. The effect of the testing was to bring to light those who really were the sheep. 

Christ was the Shepherd of the sheep and He entered by the door. He did not come into the fold clandestinely. Abundant witness was given to Him when He came into the fold. “Many good works have I shewed you from my Father”. He came in by the door. He spoke of His being the door of the sheep, the good Shepherd, and the one Shepherd. What comes out is the fact that the Jew was tested by Christ, and failed to answer to the test. 

Now you get the thought of the flock of God fulfilled, in the present time, in the companions of Christ; that is, in those who have been attracted to Him. I cannot conceive anything more important than to apprehend the reality of a living Christ, in whose name grace is presented. In the darkest period in the history of christianity there was the idea in the world of a living [p. 153] Christ, and of grace in His name. No one can gainsay that. In the darkest days of popery, mixed up as things were, there was the thought maintained in the world. God had made provision for this in the power of the Holy Spirit here, and His name has ever been the test, and continues to be so. 

Now the first point about the sheep is, that they hear the Shepherd’s voice. The reason of this is, that He presented what they wanted to know. They did not want to know law, not even prophecy, they wanted to know grace and truth. His was the voice of wisdom and wisdom is to attract man. “I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures”. Wisdom cries in the world, in spite of everything, to attract man into the way of righteousness. Wisdom presents to him grace and truth with that object in view. 

“My sheep hear my voice”. That indicates a work of God underneath, and so the Lord says, “I know them”. It is a wonderful thing that there are those in the world who are known of Christ. He knew Mary of Bethany, and Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and He knew them individually. Each one of them had a secret history with Christ, and so it is with every one of us. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”. It is not only that we have believed certain things about Christ, but He is to us a living reality. He knows every one of us intimately, far better than we know one another. Each of us has a history with Him which would be impossible with one another. He knows us and we follow Him. If you have not heard His voice and are not conscious that He loves you, you are not prepared to follow Him. It is a great thing for the soul to know that it is known of Christ. 

And now He says, “I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish”. That should have been fulfilled in Israel. They ought to have heard Christ, 

[p. 154] then they would have understood that He knew them, but it was not so. “He came to his own, and his own received him not”. Israel will in result come into their own land and blessing as the flock of God, and everything will be fulfilled in them; meantime, everything is fulfilled in us. Christ gives to His sheep eternal life. The thought of eternal life is not deferred. It is properly connected with the coming age, but every thought of God is established in the companions of Christ. The particular form in which it is given to us is no doubt in the way of knowledge. The Lord speaks in John 17, “as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that as to all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent”. It is in that form we have it. It will not be quite in the same sense in the future. When Christ comes He will be eternal life in the world, but the peculiar way in which we have it at the present time is in the knowledge of the Father and the Son. That knowledge is fitting us for courts above. 

The thought we get here is of what properly belongs to Israel, but, for the time being, Israel has perished. It may be said of them that they have been plucked out of the hand of Christ, but the Lord says in regard of His sheep, “They shall never perish nor shall any one pluck them out of my hand”. What we come to is, that we have those who have been drawn to Christ, by the power of attraction in Christ, who have been given to Him of the Father, and every thought proper to the flock of God is fulfilled in them. 

I read the passage in the Acts because there we find the flock of God spoken of by Paul, though we have been accustomed to think it is peculiar to John. Paul speaks of it to gentiles. He is speaking in Ephesus. In John to the Lord was speaking in the midst of the Jews. The passage in the Acts shews the fulfilment of what the Lord predicted in John 10, “I have other sheep which [p. 155] are not of this fold: those also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock, one shepherd”. Paul charges the elders to take heed to the flock of God, and predicts what would take place after his departure. It had been the case in Israel that grievous wolves had come in. This took place very early in the history of the church. They did not come exactly into the flock, but into the assembly, into that which was outward in a way, but their object was the flock. 

The flock is not taken up on the ground of profession, it is that which God has purchased with the blood of His own. The thought in the early church was (and it succeeded only too well) to scatter the flock, that is, to destroy unity. If the enemy succeeded in doing that, he succeeded in destroying testimony. Unity was the testimony of the flock. The Lord prays in John 17, “That they may be all one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. We are intended to be a testimony here for God. God was the Shepherd of Israel, and they should have been a testimony to Him. 

I speak of these things, because it is important that they should be maintained in the saints. In the coming of the Lord every promise will be fulfilled. In the meantime all the promises are for glory to God by us. Everything which God has had in view, and which He had made known, is established in the companions of Christ, and hence the church becomes the connecting link between the past and the future, and the practical result is that we come into many blessings and privileges which properly belong to Israel. There are things which are peculiar to the church. The heavenly places belong to the saints, and the calling on high of God. He has blessed us in the heavenly places in Christ, that never could be said of Israel. 

We have been drawn to Christ of the Father, and are [p. 156] joined to Him in the power of the Spirit, and in us every divine thought is for the time being established. We come into very great blessings which have reference, in their strict application, to Israel. In the light of the holy Jerusalem, Israel resumes its own proper place down here as the house of God; the church comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God. That is the climax, and God is forming us in the sense of it now for heavenly glory, to be the vessel in which He will display His glory in the presence of the universe. We ought to cherish every divine thought. To me it is a matter of the greatest comfort that God had in Christ His own way of taking up all things, and, once taken up in Him, they are established in the church of God. I want you to apprehend that. We come into the place of the flock of God. We hear the Shepherd’s voice and know Him, and He knows us individually. 

May God give us to see every divine thought in its establishment in Christ and the church, and yet the church as that which is new has its own proper glory in being called to Christ above. 


Scripture references

John 10:22-33 (JND) [22] Now the feast of the dedication was celebrating at Jerusalem, and it was winter. [23] And Jesus walked in the temple in the porch of Solomon. [24] The Jews therefore surrounded him, and said to him, Until when dost thou hold our soul in suspense? If thou art the Christ, say [so] to us openly. [25] Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye do not believe. The works which I do in my Father's name, these bear witness concerning me: [26] but ye do not believe, for ye are not of my sheep, as I told you. [27] My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me; [28] and I give them life eternal; and they shall never perish, and no one shall seize them out of my hand. [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father. [30] I and the Father are one. [31] The Jews therefore again took stones that they might stone him. [32] Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewn you of my Father; for which work of them do ye stone me? [33] The Jews answered him, For a good work we stone thee not, but for blasphemy, and because thou, being a man, makest thyself God.

Acts 20:28-32 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own. [29] [For] *I* know [this,] that there will come in amongst you after my departure grievous wolves, not sparing the flock; [30] and from among your own selves shall rise up men speaking perverted things to draw away the disciples after them. [31] Wherefore watch, remembering that for three years, night and day, I ceased not admonishing each one [of you] with tears. [32] And now I commit you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build [you] up and give [to you] an inheritance among all the sanctified.

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



BLESSING AND LIBERTY

[p. 157] BLESSING AND LIBERTY

Galatians 3: 1; Galatians 4: 7; Galatians 5: 1

I have been endeavouring, on former occasions, to shew that things foreshadowed in God’s dealings with Israel have their fulfilment in the church. We have been too much accustomed to think that the things there foreshadowed had reference only to Israel hereafter. My impression is that whatever came out had the church in view. The truth of the church was not made known; it was hid from ages and from generations; but it was in the mind of God, and everything was to have its place there. God made clear the end of Israel after the flesh in the prophetic books. It was made known that they would come under the curse of a broken law, and would be scattered over the face of the earth. But they would be gathered again by God, who would bring them into their own land and proper blessing. When that comes to pass Israel will take its character from the heavenly city, because the church has, in the meantime, come in as the centre of God’s ways. 

It seems to me that the holy Jerusalem, the heavenly city, is really the Israel of God, and the Israel which will be upon earth will take its colour from that. The same principle will apply also as to the nations. They will walk in the light of the city. The connection of the church with Israel is carefully maintained; the twelve apostles were to sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel, and yet their names are found in the foundations of the heavenly city; also on the gates of the city are written the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel. The connection is very intimate between the church and Israel. 

On past occasions I have taken up one or two thoughts on that line. I took up the thought of the house of God. Israel was God’s house, and Moses was faithful in all God’s house. God set up His dwelling-place among them, but the truth of the house is fulfilled in the church. I spoke, too, of the companions of Christ. It is in them that you get the thoughts of God fulfilled. Last time I took up the thought of the flock. Israel was God’s flock. He led His people like a flock through the wilderness, but, after all, the truth of the flock is really fulfilled in the church. The Lord brings that out in John 10. Israel was God’s flock, but they were limited to the fold, and the Lord came to lead His sheep out of the fold. The thought of the flock properly belongs to Israel, but we find it fulfilled in the church at the present time. Israel in the future will take colour from what is fulfilled in the heavenly city. 

The dealings of God in the past were in shadow. There was no present fulfilment of the promises. Now we get every divine thought established in the church, and the church is the great light of the world to come. The heavenly city has the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious, the saved nations walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour unto it. No one can gainsay the immense importance, in the ways of God, of the heavenly city. 

I am going now to take up other points, in connection with God’s dealings with Abraham and Israel, which are gathered up in the church, and will be also fulfilled in Israel. Israel will have its part in them, but my point, for the moment, is that they are accomplished in the church, so that Israel hereafter will take its colour from the heavenly city. All these things of which I am going to speak belong to us, not in a public way, but they have come to us. They are hidden and unseen, but they are real: they come to us in such a real way, that they exercise the greatest influence over us. 

People are too prone simply to believe things. We must believe things which God has made known to us, but we must not end there. The point is, that whatever light God is pleased to give us should be operative in [p. 159] forming us according to God. All that God makes known to us is to have the greatest moral effect upon us to that end. 

The two points before me are blessing in connection with Abraham, and liberty in connection with Israel. Liberty is in connection with sonship. This is introduced in the passage I have read. The first thought is connected with Abraham. It was promised to him that in him and in his seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed, and this is spoken of in Galatians as the blessing of Abraham. The blessing of Abraham had come to the gentiles in Christ Jesus. In the beginning of chapter 4 we get the reality of sonship. It had been God’s thought in regard of Israel, and bondage was unsuitable to it. God said to Pharaoh, “Let my son go that he may serve me”. It was inconsistent with the thought of God that His son should be in bondage, and therefore the charge to Pharaoh. 

There we get sonship as the calling of Israel and the idea connected with sonship is the knowledge of God, so that one can serve God in holy liberty. If God is to be served, the one who serves Him must be clear of the bondage of evil. In the present time if a christian is in bondage to the world or to man he cannot serve God. He needs to be freed from bondage to Satan, the world, and man if he is to serve God. 

These things belong to Israel in a literal way. They will come hereafter into the blessing of Abraham, and will be brought into sonship that they may serve God in righteousness and holiness all the days of their life. In the coming day Israel will take its colour from the heavenly city, in which every thread of God’s ways has been gathered up, for God’s glory. 

The blessing of Abraham entirely depended upon the true seed of Abraham, because man as such was really under the curse of God. The law brought man very definitely under the curse, but it was not required to bring man there. That was his place as the effect of [p. 160] sin, and hence the introduction of the blessing depended upon the coming of the seed of promise. Abraham was called upon to offer up his son Isaac, and received him again from the dead in figure of resurrection, and then God confirmed the blessing in the seed. The reason was this, that man was morally at a distance, in darkness, and away from God. God had withdrawn from him. The effect of sin was to alienate man from God, but God withdrew Himself also from man, and man came into moral darkness. The legitimate effect of this is seen in the heathen. Man got into the darkness of heathenism, and, in a certain sense, was forsaken of God. God left the nations to go on in their own way, and they were under the curse of God. That was the true position of man by reason of sin. On the other hand, the idea of blessing is seen in God drawing nigh to man and making him conscious of His favour. Divine favour is the way in which blessing would be known to man. 

We come now to the way that God took to accomplish that. Blessing was promised in the seed of Abraham; but that, of necessity, involved that the seed of Abraham must remove the curse. In the cross of Christ you get the complete setting aside of man. He is first set forth in his true position relatively to God. Christ on the cross demonstrated the true position of man. He was made a curse by being hanged on a tree, and was forsaken of God. What was forsaken of God was the man under curse. Christ in being hanged on a tree, represented man under the curse of God, which lay upon man in its reality. That was not simply the place of Israel, but of man. It was definitely the place of Israel, because they had brought themselves under a broken law; but what was true in the case of Israel was really true in regard of man universally. Every man is lawless, and Christ represented the lawless man under the curse of God. On the cross we get the demonstration of that. He was made a curse by being hanged on a [p. 161] tree, and entered into all the consequences of the place which He had taken. That is the explanation of Psalm 22: “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” The forsaking was the forsaking of Christ as Man. It was the righteous One who was there; but, for the moment, He represented the lawless man. 

What came to pass was this, that the lawless man was terminated. There was the end of the old man. “The truth is in Jesus” is the having put off the old man. There was the termination of the old man, in the ways of God, in the death of Christ. It was not simply that Christ was made a curse and entered into the condition in which man was, but He terminated that man in death. There was no revival of the victim: the priest was revived. Depend upon it that man after that order was never revived. The lawless man was terminated for God. That is one side of the truth. 

But what is true on the other side? The blessed truth abides, that in Christ man is made nigh to God. He was raised again from the dead and is now the Head of every man. In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and man is brought nigh to God in Christ, so that the curse is gone with the man that was under curse. Hence you get the blessing of God. You can see that at the close of the gospels, where the Lord comes into His own company. The lawless man was gone; and Christ was among them, and He brought God close to them. In John 20 the Lord breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. He brought God close to them in blessing, and they must have been conscious that God was nigh to them in favour. 

In chapter 3: 13, 14, we get two classes spoken of. It is said, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law”, and then, the blessing of Abraham come to the gentiles. Those redeemed from the curse of the law were the true remnant of Israel, and this was with the object that the blessing of Abraham might come to the gentiles. Blessing could not come to the gentiles without [p. 162] Israel. You must get Israel first, and then the blessing of Abraham reaches the gentiles. That is what came to pass in the church. A remnant of Israel was brought into the church. That is seen in John 20, Christ was there as Head to communicate to the disciples the Holy Spirit. They were brought into the place of the church and made conscious of it, but then the blessing of Abraham reached the gentiles in Christ Jesus that they might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. That is what has come to pass, God has gathered up in the church every thread. In the church you get the Israel of God, and the blessing of Abraham has come to the gentiles in Christ Jesus. 

In resurrection Christ comes out into a wider sphere. The ministry of Christ was first to a people after the flesh, but in resurrection the ground is larger. He comes out as last Adam and second Man, and it is not simply to gather in the remnant of the Jews, but that the gentiles might be brought into common blessing with them. They come into the place of the companions of Christ. Those who believed in Christ were the children whom God gave to Him, and they could not be more than companions of Christ, and the gentiles too have that place: hence these are spoken of as “fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God”. The blessing of Abraham has reached the gentiles in Christ Jesus. The reality of the blessing is assured to us in the gift of the Spirit. It is not only that the people of God are forgiven, but they are brought nigh in Christ Jesus, and the proof of it is in the gift of the Spirit. I can believe in the delight of the Lord in John 20 in communicating to man the gift of the Spirit. It was the proof of what had come to pass, and God was brought nigh to them so that they might be conscious of the favour of God. 

If you look at the seed of Abraham after the flesh, what sense have they of what has come to pass? Take the mass of professing christians, what sense have they [p. 163] of it? God has brought Himself near to man to make him conscious of His favour. How far do we realise the blessing which has been brought to us in Christ Jesus? The Spirit is communicated to make us conscious of the blessing of Abraham. Instead of being at a distance from God, He has been brought to us. A great many people would like to live piously down here and then go to heaven, but that is not christianity. The first element of it is, that God has brought Himself nigh to us in blessing in Christ, and made us conscious of it by the Spirit. That is brought to pass in the church. Israel will be brought into it in a public way, and will take their colour from what has come to pass in the church. 

If you were to question people today about the blessing of Abraham, I do not think you would find that they understand very much about it. We ought to understand what it means. It stands in contrast to the curse which lay upon man, and which was demonstrated in the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We come now to the other point — namely, sonship. In the blessing of Abraham, God spoke to Abraham that he might have His way before him. I do not think that the blessing could be spoken of as fulfilled while God was dealing with man in the flesh, but it has now been brought to pass in Christ. He has necessarily brought God to man. God withdrew from man as the consequence of sin, but Christ has brought God to man, and made the consciousness of it effectual in the communication of the Spirit. But there is another thing, that is, of necessity Christ brings to man the knowledge of God, because in Him all the fulness of the Godhead was pleased to dwell. The truth came out in Him as to what the Father was to the Son, and the Son to the Father. The love of God came out in Christ. God’s nature was revealed in Him. The whole truth of God was revealed in Him. His body was the temple of God, and there was the setting forth of God in Him here. God was revealed that man might know Him, not simply in His [p. 164] attributes, but in His nature. In the blessed reality of His nature lies the spring of all His activities. One might be fearful of the holiness of God, but in Christ I learn that the abode of His holiness is His love. Love is the spring of righteousness and the abode of holiness. The source of all the divine activities is in what God is, and there is no dark part in Him. God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all. All that He is came out in Christ. “No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. 

And there is another thing in God, He is to be trusted, because there is nothing in Him contrary to His love. “God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. The death of Christ was the expression of the love of God. Love would not tolerate the lawless man, and God in love removed him, that love might be effectual for man. The practical result of it is that in the knowledge of God, man is brought into sonship. God indicated that even in regard of Israel. Before ever they were put under law, He said, “Israel is my son, my firstborn”. That will be fulfilled in Israel hereafter. 

Now the knowledge of God is available to us that we might serve Him without fear, that we might be educated into perfect confidence in God. Our being the sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus hangs on the fact that God has appeared in Christ. In Christ God is perfectly revealed that He may be known, and served by those who know Him. Sonship is no good practically to any that have not the knowledge of God. It is the calling of God, and God brings us into His house to mould and form us according to the revelation of Himself and we are affected by that. God is love and we are brought under the influence of love. We are brought to the abode of His holiness — His nature — in order that we may come under the influence of holy love, to serve God. 

[p. 165] On the other hand, bondage is entirely inconsistent with serving God. We cry “Abba, Father” in the liberty of the Spirit. We were under bondage to the world, but the divine thought was to deliver us from all bondage. God took in hand to deliver His son out of Egypt to serve Him, and He has come in to deliver us from this present evil world to serve Him without fear. If man is to serve God it is plain that he cannot serve Him without the knowledge of God. The knowledge of God is of the last moment to us. And how are we to get it? There is only one way, by the Spirit of God. You must not suppose for a moment that listening to lectures will bring you the knowledge of God. The first great point is, that He is revealed in Christ; but there is another, namely, that what is revealed is made good in us by the Spirit of God. 

In the death of Christ God commended His love to us, but now the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given to us. We are in the light as God is in the light, but the light is to be effectual in us by the Spirit, so that we are formed in the knowledge of God to serve Him without fear. If we are not free from bondage we are not at liberty to serve God without fear. Egypt is not a suited scene in which to serve Him. Israel was to serve Him in the wilderness. 

Now, all that has been fulfilled in us as christians. Christianity is living, and the first element of it is the consciousness of divine favour and blessing brought to us in Christ Jesus, and made good to us in the Spirit. All these things will in a public way be fulfilled in the future. The heavenly city will be the light of the moral universe. God will shew in the church the surpassing wealth of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. The place of the church is of great moment in regard of the universe of bliss. At the same time the blessing of Abraham, the calling of sonship, and the service of God will be made good to Israel hereafter. Zacharias sang, “that we being delivered out of the hand of our enemies [p. 166] might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him, all the days of our life”, Luke 1: 74. All that will be fulfilled, but it is fulfilled in regard of us in a spiritual, not in a public way. We come into the blessing of God. Christ has brought Him to us, and we are assured of divine favour and blessing. The knowledge of God forms us according to Himself so that we serve Him without fear. 

I would like to see a man here on earth wholly characterised by the knowledge of God. He would be a wonderful man who has been formed entirely by that knowledge. Christianity would be a true witness on earth if we were all in the good of that. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. If you are disciples of Christ, what have you learned from Him? I would be able to answer, I have learned from Him the love of God, and I know God, and the more I know God the more my heart is established in confidence. I have no fear, perfect love casteth out fear, and without perfect confidence in God I could not serve Him in holiness and righteousness. 

That has come to pass in the church, the companions of Christ, the true Israel of God, in it God has established everything that He had foreshadowed, and whether it be Israel or the nations all will take its colour from that which God will set forth in the heavenly city. 


Scripture references

Galatians 3:1 (JND) [1] O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you; to whom, as before your very eyes, Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified [among you]?

Galatians 4:7 (JND) [7] So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God.

Galatians 5:1 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 1:74 (JND) [74] to give us, that, saved out of the hand of our enemies, we should serve him without fear



THE PREPARATION OF GOD WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD TO COME

[p. 167] THE PREPARATION OF GOD WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD TO COME

Hebrews 12: 18 - 29

I want to make clear the preparation of God with regard to the world to come. He has prepared everything for Himself in regard of it, and that is evidently a matter of interest to us. From the way in which things are spoken of here, it is evident that we have not come to mount Sinai, but to mount Zion. 

Now, if God brings people to a mount, He intends them to be affected by that to which He brings them. He brought the children of Israel to mount Sinai, and He intended to affect them by that which was terrible to flesh. That comes out here. The people were affected; even Moses said, “I exceedingly fear and quake”. The people entreated that the word should not be spoken to them any more. They could not endure that which was commanded. 

But now it speaks of our being brought to mount Zion, and God intends that we should be affected by it. It is of God that we should come under the influence of that which is presented to us. Mount Zion is presented to us not in literality but as a symbol. No one here probably has seen it, and therefore its introduction must be to us symbolic. And what follows is extremely important to help us to know what mount Zion symbolises. God presents certain things in order that we may be affected by them down here. 

What God presents is His preparation in regard of the world to come. Mount Zion had not always a place, but now that it has we can speak of the world to come, and can apprehend the way in which God has prepared Himself with regard to it. If we had these things in view we should not be so attentive to the world that is. The introduction of the world to come involves the complete [p. 168] overturning of the world that is. The Lord, when here, said, “I am not of this world”, and, “Now is the judgment of this world”. You have only to turn to the prophets, or to the New Testament, to see how evident it is that the introduction of the world to come must break up and overturn the world that is. 

Christianity is not adapted to the world that is, though men have tried their best to so adapt it. Christianity will not admit of expediency. Christ has loved righteousness and hated iniquity, or lawlessness, and there is nothing of human expediency in that. However sorely pressed christians may be as to holding the truth, the way is not to turn to expediency, because there is always an outlet. You may be pressed above measure, but you have an outlet, and that is, you can die. We are not really prepared for christianity except we are ready to die. Things in the world go on the principle of expediency and accommodation, but there is not expediency or accommodation with Christ. Men tolerate things in the world as they are, and hence they have to resort to expediency and accommodation; but when God brings in the world to come there must be the complete break-up and overturning of this world. Christ and this world cannot go on together. 

What is before God in regard of heaven we do not know much about because He has not told us. We know a little of the Father’s house, and that Christ is going to take us there. The only one who went to heaven to return here was Paul, and he heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter; and I think I am thereby justified in saying that we do not know much about heaven. But, on the other hand, we do know a great deal about God and His relation to the world to come, which must necessarily set aside the existing world. One point makes that very clear. In the arch of God’s dealings on earth, Israel, evidently, is the keystone. God has been pleased to make Israel that. The world today therefore cannot be according to Him [p. 169] because Israel has no place in it. Israel is not in view in the world. It knows nothing about Israel. It knows something about the Jews — a people under reproach — but Israel, at the present time, has no national existence. 

If you turn for a moment to the prophet Hosea 3: 4, it says, “For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and his goodness in the latter days”. There we get two things: they were to abide many days without a king; but in the latter days they would fear Jehovah and His goodness. They are to be so impressed by Jehovah and His goodness that they will fear Him in the latter days. I quote this to prove that Israel has now no national existence. They have no king, no prince, yet, as a matter of fact, God has every true principle connected with Israel before Him, and therefore He can present to us the reality of the world to come. Everything which is proper to and characteristic of the world to come God has before Him, and it says we have come to it. We have come to the apprehension of it, and that implies that we have the capability of apprehension. 

What I desire is that we may get some understanding of the things to which we have come. The world to come could not be manifested while Israel is scattered, and yet God can so present to us the reality of His preparation that it can be said you have come to it. 

Now all this follows on the line that I have attempted to pursue; that is, to shew how God has been pleased to gather up every thread of His dealings in Christ and the church. The church is inseparable from Christ, and what is gathered up in Christ, of necessity, has its place in the church. The saints are united to Christ; therefore whatever is gathered up in Him must, of necessity, have its place in us. 

[p. 170] If you read from verse 18 to 21 you will find that everything is leading up to God, while in verses 22 to 24 everything is working down from God. We are come to mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, the general assembly, to the church of the first-born, which are written in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, which speaks better things than that of Abel. 

Apart from Israel and God’s dealings with Israel, you could not understand these things. Every point that is touched upon here has some relation to God’s dealings with Israel, and to the issue of His ways in reference to them; and yet, after all, these things are effected in Christ and the church. The least intelligent of us know how mount Zion is bound up with God’s dealings with Israel. The allusion is probably to the bringing of the ark to mount Zion. The force of it is that, while everything has been forfeited by Israel on the ground of responsibility — they are suffering the consequences of it at the present time — yet, on the other hand, everything for God has been recovered in Christ. What has been forfeited by unfaithfulness on the part of Israel is recovered in Him. That is the principle of mount Zion. The people had lost the ark, and it was impossible for them to get it back, but God did so. He smote His enemies and put them to a perpetual shame, and the ark was brought back and placed on mount Zion. That is the first principle of God’s dealings with regard to the recovery of Israel. It sets before us the thought that God has established all for Himself in Christ. Everything has been lost in man, but all is secured, in the sovereignty of divine mercy, in Christ, so that man should have part in it. 

A mount is symbolic of a great power. Mount Zion is a great moral power, and is presented to us in Christ, 

[p. 171] where everything is secured for God, and we are to be brought under the influence of it. Israel will not be brought again to Sinai, but to Zion, to be affected by the sovereign mercy of God. They will respond to it, as in the utterance of David when he brought back the ark, “His mercy endureth for ever”. Israel will learn that lesson. We learn the principle that everything has failed in man, but God has secured all for Himself in Christ and the Spirit. Christ would be unavailable to us except by the Spirit. 

Another point in the course of divine dealings with Israel is a city, and we are come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. I understand a city to be symbolic of continuance and permanence. A tent is not that. When God tabernacled with the people in the wilderness He dwelt in a tent, and there was no pledge of continuance as they were. They were on the move toward the promised land, but in the promised land there was a city, a most important element in divine dealings in the world to come. God comes down to man in that way, to give to him the pledge of continuance and permanence in the order of things which belongs to the world to come. 

Now this is not the city of the great King, it is the heavenly Jerusalem. Mount Zion and Jerusalem were most important factors in God’s dealings with Israel. Jerusalem upon earth was called the city of the great King because it was David’s city, and God takes it up on that account. David begged God to dwell in it, and He responded to the request of David; but it was not the city of the living God. We are come to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. It is the city of the living God because everything in it is living, and in that way answers to God. The city of the great king answered to David, the city of the living God answers to Him. Jerusalem in the future will answer to Christ, the great King. 

I am sure you can see how very evident it is that we [p. 172] have two most important elements in God’s ways in regard of Israel in mount Zion and in the city. We have them now not in a literal way, but in the principle and truth of them. The city of the living God is not material, but it is a real idea in the moral bearing of it, as being the pledge of security and permanence. There is nothing in it but what corresponds to the nature of God, and we get liberty in the city. 

When there is instability in the government of a country there is not the sense of liberty. Permanence and stability are essential to the enjoyment of liberty. If there were not permanence and stability, life and property would not be safe, and people would not be in the enjoyment of liberty. The city gives the pledge of permanence and stability, in that all is secured, and we can stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free. We want to look at the unseen things, and then we are brought into the sense of stability. You get the idea of that in connection with the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Things are very unstable here. No politician can tell what is going to happen in the world during the next fifty years. There is no pledge of stability in this world, for that you must come to the divine order of things, to the world to come. 

We now come to another point, to an innumerable company of angels. Angels are very difficult to talk about because we know so little about them. I would refer you to a few passages for a thought in connection with them. The first is Psalm 91: 9 - 12. I refer to that on account of the place which the angels have in the psalm. Then you can look at John 1: 51, Hebrews 1: 13, Revelation 21: 10 - 12. It is not difficult to gather up from these passages the idea of the place which angels have in the administration of God. The prophet Elisha, when the Syrians came against him, prayed God to open the eyes of his servant, and he saw the mountain full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. Elisha was under divine protection, and, in the history [p. 173] of Israel, God interfered on the part of the people by the ministry of angels. 

Then we get the prophecy in regard of Christ, “He shall give his angels charge over thee”. He was in the charge of angels. In John, the heaven is seen to be opened, and the angels are attendant upon Him as the Son of man. So, too, in the first chapter of Hebrews they are spoken of as ministering spirits sent forth to minister for the heirs of salvation. The guardianship of the saints may be entrusted to angels. And in the close of Scripture you get twelve angels at the gates of the holy city. All is expressive of guardianship entrusted to them. We have come to an innumerable company of angels, the universal gathering, and that cannot be left out. The point before us is, the ways of God in connection with administration down here, and as there are powers of evil which affect man, angels are sent forth to minister for them who are heirs of salvation. We read, “Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire”. So, too, in the harvest, they are sent forth to sever the wicked from among the just. In regard to the city they are its guardians, as they had that place in regard of Christ. He was under their charge. 

We come now to the church of the first-born, which are written in heaven. This is important in connection with God’s ways in Israel. Israel was the assembly in the wilderness. The gathering of the twelve tribes was really the assembly. Here upon earth, in the ways of God, Israel will have that place. They are the assembly. There was that in Israel which was peculiar for God. When He undertook to redeem them He laid down that the first-born were for Himself. The first-born had to be redeemed, and the levites took the place of the first-born of Israel. With regard to Israel, God has now the assembly of the first-born. The remnant of Israel gathered into the church was the assembly of the first-born. “In the midst of the assembly will I sing thy praises”. That was the assembly of the first-born, the assembly of those who were pre-eminent in the ways of God in Israel. 

God has everything before Him in regard of the world to come. He has mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, the innumerable company of angels, to whom is committed the guardianship of the city, and the assembly of the first-born, which are written in heaven. All is there for God. He has the first-fruits of Israel. 

My point is that we may have these things under our attention. I want our attention to be diverted from what is passing here: from the world, that it should have little place with us, and that we might be strangers and pilgrims here. Our attention should be taken up with what is of God so that we might be affected by it. It is surprising to see that while, apparently, everything that God ordained and instituted in this world has failed, yet, God has gathered up, in Christ and the church, everything for the world to come. Mount Zion is there in Him; the heavenly city is there too. He is the foundation of it, and the chief corner-stone. The innumerable company of angels attend on Christ, and there is the church of the first-born, which are written in heaven: the assembly is there before God. 

I am not attempting now to unfold what is really proper to the church in its heavenly calling, what I want to make plain is, the things into the presence of which God has called us. I want you to see that which God has before Himself, all for the world to come. No further preparation is necessary, everything proper and necessary is now there before God in Christ and the church, and He can interfere at any moment to bring all into display. These things are all of them real, and we have come to them. God has given to us the power to apprehend them. If it were not so it would be of no use to say we had come to them. We have come to them by the Spirit, and if we apprehend them God intends [p. 175] that we should be affected by them. We should be deeply impressed by the wisdom and faithfulness of God, who has gathered up every thread of His ways in Christ and the church. Man has failed in every direction, and yet God has secured all for His glory. 

We have now “God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel”. “Judge of all” is the attitude of God in regard of the world to come. He takes all judgment into His own hand. Many are much too limited in their idea of judgment. Judgment in Scripture often means government. In the Psalms it is used continually in connection with government. God takes the judgment into His own hand. In the same sense, in our own country, the king is the supreme magistrate. God has “appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness;” that is, in the way of government. He will govern in righteousness. There were judges in Israel, and they were called gods on account of their greatness, but when we come to God, He is Judge of all. 

Then we have, “the spirits of just men made perfect”. They, too, have their part in the world to come. Now that redemption is accomplished the just men are made perfect. They have not yet received their bodies, but the spirits are there, and they wait for us. 

Next we have, “Jesus the mediator of the new covenant”. That has its bearing in regard of man here on earth. Although the new covenant is the expression of God’s disposition toward a particular people, yet it has its bearing in regard of men universally. The covenant will be established with the house of Israel and of Judah, yet it is the expression of God’s mind in regard of man. In many of these expressions we are much too limited in our thoughts. What God establishes for Israel is His mind for man. The heavenly city will be the light of all. 

Lastly, we have “the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel”. The blood of Abel was the token and witness of the guilt of man, but the blood of Christ is the means and witness of purgation. What has been brought in by man has really been purged by the blood of Christ, so that God has His own satisfaction with regard to the world to come. All is there for Him. God is Judge of all. He may not for the moment display Himself as such, but He has that place now. I do not want you to judge of these things by the natural mind, but by the Spirit of God, and if you judge by the Spirit of God you will apprehend that all is prepared for God. God brings Himself under our attention as the Judge of all, as having taken up every thread of government into His own hand. That is the place He has. Christ is the Head of all principality and power, and all principality and power is tested at the present time by Christ. We are not to be disturbed by the apparent glory of principalities and powers. Christ is the Head of all, and every principality and power should take its direction and character from Him. 

Now these things are practical in their effect on us so that we may be apart from the world and the glory of it. There is nothing lost for God. “We see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”. He is the Mediator of the new covenant. We come now into the good of it, and Christ presents Himself to us every Lord’s day as the Mediator of it, and in that way we are familiar with Him. 

It is a wonderful thing that we can pierce through the veil of providence which, for the moment, hides God, and can apprehend that everything is prepared for Him in regard of the world to come. But it is not possible to understand the preparation apart from Christ and the church. All is explained there, and only there can we understand the thought of mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and so on. 

The fact is this, that, for the moment, the church [p. 177] holds the ground here for Israel; the Spirit of God would maintain us in the sense that God has prepared everything for Himself in regard of the world to come. I want every one to meditate upon these things that you may have the sense that we have come to them. God spreads them before us so to occupy our attention with them, and if we are occupied with them we shall be greatly affected by them. They are eternal things which will not pass away. They are stable. “We receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”. We are to have our attention taken up with them so that we may be delivered from the influences of this world. 

The world is christianised, but it is an evil world still. The principles of it are extremely obnoxious to God. I cannot conceive a greater working of evil than the connection of christianity with the world that is, or rather, the attempt to connect Christ with the world that is. In the very nature of things, if the Son of God comes into the world, He is the beginning of another world — God’s — and the attempt to connect Christ with the world that is, is to falsify the whole character of christianity. That is what the devil and man have succeeded in doing. The vision of many a christian has been so obscured by things here that be has not taken into account the world which is centred in Christ. No one of the things which have been before us has anything to do with the present evil world; but all have to do with the world which is of God, and that world has its centre and keystone in Christ. 

May God give to us to understand these things, and the great importance of the church as that in which every thread of God’s ways has been gathered up, and to see that the church is the pledge of the accomplishment of all God’s purposes. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 12:18-29 (JND) [18] For ye have not come to [the mount] that might be touched and was all on fire, and to obscurity, and darkness, and tempest, [19] and trumpet's sound, and voice of words; which they that heard, excusing themselves, declined [the] word being addressed to them any more: [20] (for they were not able to bear what was enjoined: And if a beast should touch the mountain, it shall be stoned; [21] and, so fearful was the sight, Moses said, I am exceedingly afraid and full of trembling;) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels, [23] the universal gathering; and to [the] assembly of the firstborn [who are] registered in heaven; and to God, judge of all; and to [the] spirits of just [men] made perfect; [24] and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to [the] blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel. [25] See that ye refuse not him that speaks. For if those did not escape who had refused him who uttered the oracles on earth, much more we who turn away from him [who does so] from heaven: [26] whose voice then shook the earth; but now he has promised, saying, Yet once will *I* shake not only the earth, but also the heaven. [27] But this Yet once, signifies the removing of what is shaken, as being made, that what is not shaken may remain. [28] Wherefore let us, receiving a kingdom not to be shaken, have grace, by which let us serve God acceptably with reverence and fear. [29] For also our God [is] a consuming fire.

Hosea 3:4 (JND) [4] For the children of Israel shall abide many days without king, and without prince, and without sacrifice, and without statue, and without ephod and teraphim.

Psalms 91:9-12 (JND) [9] Because *thou* hast made Jehovah, my refuge, the Most High, thy dwelling-place, [10] There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy tent. [11] For he shall give his angels charge concerning thee, to keep thee in all thy ways: [12] They shall bear thee up in [their] hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone.

John 1:51 (JND) [51] And he says to him, Verily, verily, I say to you, Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man.

Hebrews 1:13 (JND) [13] But as to which of the angels said he ever, Sit at my right hand until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet?

Revelation 21:10-12 (JND) [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel.



THE BODY

[p. 178] THE BODY

Colossians 2: 6 - 23; 1 John 4: 11 - 15

I think all would consent to the thought that the church is left in the world in testimony. It is that which led me to read the passage in 1 John 4. The height of the testimony is the presentation of God. This is not in what people say, the witness is in what people are. The apostle, taking up a form of expression which is found in the gospel, “No man hath seen God at any time”, adds, “If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us”. His love abides in us in testimony here. In the church there should be the expression of God. That came out in Christ, otherwise it could not come out now. The point is, that there should be the perpetuation of that which came out in Christ. 

It is impossible to understand a great many things which are found in the epistles if you do not apprehend the purpose that the church should be a witness, not simply to Christ, but of God, morally. It goes on in the subsequent verses to say, “And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world”. This is bearing witness in word, but, at the same time, the great witness is moral. The church is witness for God by the Spirit, in order that in it the nature of God may find its expression here. 

Now, we come to the same thought in Colossians, “from which all the body by joints and bands, having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God”. Like a body in a healthy state, it increases all over proportionately. There is an energy in it by which every part increases. What I bring under your attention is, the point for which the church is left here. I am going to work up to that, for I feel the great importance of our learning the special purpose of [p. 179] the church here. 

I have been trying on previous occasions to shew how God has gathered up every thread of His ways in the church. The church is the first-fruits of redemption. There were dealings of God in the past, but now we have come to the end of the world: the consummation of the ages: God is accomplishing His purpose, and the first-fruits of this is the church. Christ has been brought in upon the scene. You do not get any light with regard to the church until He had ascended up on high. He has ascended far above all heavens that He might fill all things, and now we get the truth of the church, and see that every thread of divine dealings previous to Christ is gathered up in Him and in the church. 

The more I meditate upon things the more I see that the real point of departure for God is Christ. Every dealing of God up to Christ was in anticipation of Christ. That was true from the beginning of the world. The very order of things at the outset, the position in which Adam was placed, the relation between Adam and Eve, and all the detail in the Old Testament was in anticipation of Christ, so that it is true in a moral point of view, though not historically, that Christ is the beginning. He “is the beginning, the first-born from the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence”. He has not come in simply as a kind of remedy after previous failure. 

But there is another thing which is almost of more importance, God has come out. Everything is fulfilled and centred in Christ. He is the centre and bond of the moral universe, but the moral universe subsists in the full light of God. The full light of God has shone out in Christ. “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ”. The reference here is evidently to what took place in the beginning of the creation. But that was not the true beginning, there was material light, but the [p. 180] true light is the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. That is moral light, and in it all God’s purposes are accomplished. 

Now, the starting-point for us is in verse 6 of our chapter. “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”. The apostle is speaking to gentiles, people who had been idolaters. The Colossians are taken up in that way, and the apostle is speaking of what had been true among them. I refer to that because there was a difference between the Jew and the gentile. The Jew had the oracles of God committed to him, while the gentile was left, in the main, without light; the gentile was left to philosophy, which was not light from God. All that it had to go upon were the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. There were traditions preserved among men concerning creation and the flood and other things, and there were the rudiments of the world — the elements in which men had been educated in the world, whatever these might be. That is all philosophy had to go upon. There was no more to be had, simply because they had no revelation from God. They had the light of creation. This was a witness to God which ought to have had an effect upon men, but it was not revelation, therefore, as far as man’s instruction was concerned, he was dependent upon the traditions of man, and if he went beyond that he must trade upon imagination. There could not be any light in philosophy, it was impossible that it could go beyond the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. Philosophy may ignore revelation, but philosophical writers cannot now help being affected by a certain knowledge of christianity, though they themselves may not admit it. 

When the apostle Paul wrote, men had been brought up in the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world. But man by wisdom knew not God. Philosophy never found God out. He never intended to be found out by it. If man’s mind could find Him out, man [p. 181] would be as great as God. All that world came to an end morally. That is what God intended. The world by wisdom knew not God, and in the death of Christ it came to an end before God. “Now is the judgment of this world”, the Lord could say, and “Now shall the prince of this world be cast out”. The world came to an end in the death of Christ, and, consequent upon that, you get the real starting-point of God. 

Christ now is all, and the first principle in that connection is, that God has come out. In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead. God has disclosed Himself. In the very fact that He is revealed we have a point of the greatest moment. Apart from what God is revealed to be, the very fact of His having revealed Himself becomes the touchstone of everything. In Christ “dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”. That word “bodily” brings the revelation of God in close touch with man. 

When the Lord was here His body was the temple of God, and in that way the oracles of God were brought to man. The Lord said, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up”. It is difficult to understand how the revelation of God would have been available to man, or even possible, but in a man. But God has revealed Himself and the power of that revelation remains. No power in the universe can uproot christianity, because it is based on the revelation of God, and is maintained by the Spirit of God. 

The truth of God came out in Christ, and that stumbles man to the present day. In Him we have the revelation of the Godhead: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Until He came no one had any real idea of it. The Lord speaks about His being one with the Father, and when the Jews heard it they accused Him of blasphemy; but there was the only-begotten, and all dwelt in Him. The Father was in Him and the Holy Spirit, and in that way the fulness of the Godhead was brought close to man. 

[p. 182] It is in that connection that God has come out. We know what He is. We apprehend in Christ God’s attributes, righteousness, holiness, mercy, grace, all that He is has come out, and, at the same time, His love. What God is in nature was disclosed in Christ, so that He could say, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father”. The revelation of God in a man is the first principle of the new order of things: of that universe of bliss of which Christ is the beginning and Head. This universe subsists in the light of the revelation. The present world does not. 

Heathenism, idolatry and philosophy, all were here in the absence of the light of God. They throve in darkness, but now the light has come in. It is of profound moment that God has revealed Himself, but you need to go a little further, that is, to enter into that which God has revealed Himself to be. Had there not been the Trinity we could not have had redemption. “The Father sent the Son, to be the Saviour of the world”. There could be no living bread come down from heaven to give life to the world had there not been the Father and the Son. No seeking of man. Everything that came out in Christ’s ministry is dependent on the revelation of God. The revelation of God is essential in order that we may be able to enter into the ways of God in Christ. Those ways are dependent upon what God is. It would be irreverent to speak of God dying, yet the One who died was God, and God has come out in the only-begotten Son, and redemption has been accomplished. The Son of God has become Man that He might be to man the bread of life, give life to the world and take away the sin of the world. All that is dependent on the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ bodily, to make it available to man. 

We come now to the universe of bliss: God’s world in contrast to the world that is; Christ is the Head of all principality and power. People plead strenuously for subjection to the powers that be, and I am not disposed [p. 183] to be insubject to them, but not for a moment am I going to be dazzled by their glory. No glory has any real place if it is without moral foundations. Such glory is shame rather than otherwise, and we are compelled as christians to form a judgment even of principalities and powers because Christ is the Head of them. They now have a standard in Christ, and have to be judged of by christians according to Christ. If they do not answer to Him they are not of much account. 

In Psalm 45 we read, “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows”. It is very important to apprehend that when the throne of God is established it has its foundation in perfect discrimination between good and evil. There is glory according to God. Jesus received upon the mount of transfiguration glory and honour when there came to Him such a voice from the excellent glory, “This is my beloved Son”. The foundations are moral. In the ministry and pathway of the Lord Jesus upon earth there was the testimony to His fitness to occupy the throne. When here He found abundant lawlessness and very little righteousness, but He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness, and therefore He is anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows. 

Christ was among the meek of the earth, and the meek are to inherit the earth. He rode into Jerusalem as Zion’s King, meek and sitting on an ass, and on a colt the foal of an ass. Meekness was characteristic of the King who was to occupy the throne of David, which is really the throne of God. Christ is now brought into view as the One in whom dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and the Head of all principality and power. God has brought to light the system in which He will be glorified, and that system is subsisting at the present moment in Christ. Until Christ came every [p. 184] allusion to it was prophetic, but now it is brought into view because Christ is brought into view. The foundations are laid of that universe of bliss which has its beginning, centre and bond in Christ. We have to accept the order of things here until God interferes to put it aside, but at the same time we are compelled to form our judgment of principalities and powers by Christ because He has come in and is Head of them. 

Of the order of things in that universe of which I speak the church is the first-fruits. I want now to shew the peculiar purpose which is intended to be served by the body. Every family in that order of things will serve its own particular appointment. The Old Testament saints will fill their part, as will also Israel, the nations, and every family; all in that order of things which is centred in the Sun of righteousness will fulfil its own appointed place. They are all named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The point for us is, what place has the body? 

First, I may ask, what is to form the mind of the christian? The mind of philosophers was formed by the traditions of men and the rudiments of the world, but the christian mind is by Christ. If you want intelligence according to God it comes from the apprehension of Christ. There are those who would like expansion of mind, but the point is to get it according to Christ, because then you get it according to truth. It will be intelligence characterised by goodness. I have known of men in the world of great intelligence both as to men and things, but their intelligence has been disfigured by cynicism. When you come to the intelligence which is according to Christ it is heavenly intelligence, and always replete with goodness. That is the great importance of what is according to Christ, and it is very different to philosophy. The result of philosophy is, that people believe nothing and have no confidence in anything. When you get intelligence according to Christ it forms you after Him. The formation of the [p. 185] mind is a very important point in regard of each of us. We are formed according to Him who is the Head of all principality and power. We are complete in Him. 

The apostle is leading up to the thought of the body, and in order to come to an adequate idea of it he brings in the reality of our association with Christ. You cannot understand the body if you do not see that it hangs upon association with Christ. We get a great deal of the body in the New Testament. It seems to be a kind of understood expression, but we have to consider what it means. 

Nothing can be plainer than that the body is consequent on the Spirit. The moment the baptism of the Spirit took place, of necessity, there was the body. “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling”. Men, under the baptism of the Spirit, could no longer remain isolated. “By one Spirit are we all baptised into one body ... and have been all made to drink into one Spirit”. Though the Spirit was not given through Paul — it came in connection with the twelve — yet the particular testimony which we have from Paul is the unfolding of all that depends upon the presence of the Spirit. We get thus the truth of the body. You could no longer have the idea of children of God scattered abroad, they were gathered together in one, and therefore you get the body. 

In Colossians we do not get a word about the baptism of the Spirit, but we get the suitability of saints for association with Christ. That is the peculiar privilege of those who compose the body: they are called into association with Christ, and are rendered capable both in mind and affections. I understand “circumcision”, “buried with him in baptism” and “risen with him” to be a question of mind. The mind of the believer is in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ. All in the world to come is fulfilled on that ground, and if my mind is not in accord I cannot enter into the truth of the universe of bliss. It is impossible. The effect [p. 186] would be that I should connect christianity with the world that is. God has before Him a world which is based on resurrection, and that is the principle on which Israel will stand; and now my mind is to be in accord with Christ. I am buried with Him in baptism: I am dead to this world, but, as to the state of my mind, I am in accord with the resurrection of Christ. I have a little bit of apprehension of the operation of God by which He intends to establish the universe of bliss. 

All is connected with Christ risen, and in the universe of bliss the principle which runs through everything is resurrection. That brings me to another point, that we are quickened with Him. If the mind is not in accord with Christ it would be vain to talk about being quickened with Him. How can two walk together except they are agreed? What is true in Christ is circumcision and resurrection. If they have come to pass in Him your mind must be in accord with them. It is not said that you are risen with Christ in any other sense, for we are here in flesh, and it can only be in the state of our mind that we are now risen with Him. The mind of the christian may be, and ought to be, in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ. It means this, that, by the death of Christ, I have passed out of one order of things, and I have entered on another of which He is the beginning and centre; I am risen with Him. 

In being quickened with Him you are capable of association in point of affections. The Spirit had wrought effectually in the Colossians, and the well of water had sprung up to everlasting life. They were brought consciously and suitably into association with Christ. It is that to which we are called, and the work that God carries out in His people is to render them suitable to Christ, and competent in heart, ‘Close to thy trusted side, in fellowship divine’. That is where the drawing of the Father leads us. It is the privilege of every christian to be close to Him, and how can that be but in spiritual affections? 

[p. 187] When the Lord was here, who was closest to Him? It was John. And why? Because he appreciated Christ. Peter loved Christ beyond all doubt, but he never was so close to Him as John, and if we are to be close to Him we must appreciate the affection of Christ and answer to it. “Quickened” in general applies to the body. We are not like Christ yet, and yet we are suitable for association with Him. God has quickened us with Him, and has removed everything that existed between Himself and us, so that there might be no obstacle to our nearness to Christ. 

Now we get a word of warning. “Let no man judge you in meat or in drink”, We have come to the apprehension that the body is of Christ. If you look abroad in the world there is little of Christ there. The one thing for Christ here is the body, but it belongs to another order entirely. You cannot connect Christ with this order. He is the beginning and centre of another order altogether. The body is of Christ. It does not belong to this order of things. It belongs to Christ. It is of Him, and those who have their part in it are competent in apprehension, and by the work of God, but they have to hold the Head. He is Head of all principality and power. Head of the divine system. Every part of it will take its character from Christ. But then we have to be apart from the world, that is, in spirit. Your mind must be in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ, because you are not holding the Head if you are not clear of worldly associations. The Head is great enough to fill all things, He has ascended up far above all heavens to that end. He is the Sun of righteousness. 

In the vision of Christ in the Apocalypse John saw “his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength”. He is the Head of the system, and every part of it — the church, principalities, powers, Israel, the nations — will take character from Him. We have to hold the Head, but there is another point, and that is, we are in [p. 188] connection with the Head. From Him all the body fitly joined together, and having nourishment ministered, increases with the increase of God. We come to the great point which will be served hereafter in the holy Jerusalem; that is, that there might be an expression of God. The body is knit together in spiritual affections, and having nourishment ministered it increases. The natural body must have nourishment ministered, and the body of a child increases in every way proportionately. Christ’s body becomes larger and larger, and for the purpose that God may be expressed. Anything short of that is not the divine thought with regard to the body. “If we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us”. It was the purpose of God in the church that there might be a continuation of what had been set forth in Christ He declared God. “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. Now it is “No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us”. The body increases with the increase of God. 

It is difficult to speak of these things in the present day because they must be looked at so abstractly. But what could be more important than that there should be here an adequate answer to Christ in heaven. You may talk of people about a Man in heaven, but that is contrary to all experience. They never heard of a man going upward except in a balloon. It might be asked, What witness have you that there is a Man in heaven? I reply, God is upon earth. “If we love one another, God dwelleth in us”. The church is the real witness to the Man in heaven, and that is what God intended. “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. 

God never intended the gospel to be set forth in the world, and a testimony to be given to a Man in heaven, without adequate witness of that Man here upon earth. 

[p. 189] Some might say, Is not the Spirit the witness? I quite admit it, but the Spirit never became incarnate, and if the Spirit is to be seen it must be in the practice, ways and affections of christians. In time past people were affected not only by miracles, but by what was expressed in the saints: in the body. “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another”. That is the evidence of the body. It was formed by the baptism of the Spirit. The suitability of the body is, that the saints are risen with Christ and quickened with Him in order that they may be close to Him. The very thought of the body is Christ. “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” He is the first principle of it, and therefore we have to hold the Head. 

I have the power of judging of principalities and powers, and intend to exercise that power by the grace of God. I do not care about the world system, nor its glory, because I am called into view of another system which subsists in the light of God, and where He is revealed, and which has its Head in the Sun of righteousness. I seek to hold the Head by the grace of God, and if we are all doing that we shall be held together. There will be the increasing with the increase of God. There will be growth, and the expression of God in us. If you want to be anything of a christian here upon earth you must give yourself up to it entirely. You must not allow any other consideration to come in conflict with it. Your one supreme interest must be in that which is of God: that which finds its centre and beginning in Christ. 

May God be pleased to grant that we may be somewhat, in spirit and in mind, in the reality of these things, understanding that to which we are called. It is a great thing to hold the Head. A woman will hold her husband as sure as possible if there is affection for him, and so it is with Christ and us. He is absent from this scene, yet He — yea, even God — is to be reflected in the body here. 

[p. 190] For the present time Christ is the test of the world, but He is coming in as its Saviour, and at the same time to establish morally an order which will take its character entirely from Himself. 


Scripture references

Colossians 2:6-23 (JND) [6] As therefore ye have received the Christ, Jesus the Lord, walk in him, [7] rooted and built up in him, and assured in the faith, even as ye have been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. [8] See that there be no one who shall lead *you* away as a prey through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. [9] For in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily; [10] and ye are complete in him, who is the head of all principality and authority, [11] in whom also ye have been circumcised with circumcision not done by hand, in the putting off of the body of the flesh, in the circumcision of the Christ; [12] buried with him in baptism, in which ye have been also raised with [him] through faith of the working of God who raised him from among the dead. [13] And you, being dead in offences and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, he has quickened together with him, having forgiven us all the offences; [14] having effaced the handwriting in ordinances which [stood out] against us, which was contrary to us, he has taken it also out of the way, having nailed it to the cross; [15] having spoiled principalities and authorities, he made a show of them publicly, leading them in triumph by it. [16] Let none therefore judge you in meat or in drink, or in matter of feast, or new moon, or sabbaths, [17] which are a shadow of things to come; but the body [is] of Christ. …

1 John 4:11-15 (JND) [11] Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has seen God at any time: if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit. [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world. [15] Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.

1 John 4 (JND) [1] Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, if they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; [3] and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God: and this is that [power] of the antichrist, [of] which ye have heard that it comes, and now it is already in the world. …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …



THE BRIDE

[p. 191] THE BRIDE

Ephesians 1: 15 - 23; Ephesians 2: 1 - 22

My thought is to enlarge a little on what is peculiar to the church: the privileges peculiar to it. I have attempted, in what has come before us from time to time, to shew how that in the church God has taken up every thread of His previous dealings. All the previous dealings of God had Christ and the church in view. That was a necessity, because there was nothing really accomplished in His dealings. Promises were made to Abraham, and certain things were conferred upon Israel, but there was nothing really accomplished or final: all had reference to things which were yet to come. Everything looked on to Christ and the church, where God purposed to gather up every thread of His previous dealings. You can understand that, in regard both to the promises, and to the kingdom, and to blessing, and to life; whatever was spoken of in that way was in anticipation of what God intended to establish in Christ and the church. There are other things which are yet to come to pass, but the first thing with God was, to gather up and establish all in Christ and His companions. 

Now there are also certain truths which are entirely peculiar to the church. The church, in the scheme of divine purpose, has its own place distinct from anything else, and it would be a very great pity to lose sight of that. In the Old Testament you find, in the headings of chapters, the idea that Israel was the church, but it is much more true that the church is really Israel: the Israel of God. The true Israel was the nucleus of the church: the beginning of it. God gathered the remnant of His people into the church, and they were the first-fruits. But we have to look at the church in the light of what it is to Christ. You can never learn what is peculiar to the church except by learning what the [p. 192] church is in relation to Christ. That is what I want to come to now — the church as the body and the bride of Christ. It never could be said that Israel had that place. It belongs to the church. So, too, the holy Jerusalem, the centre and joy of the heavenly land, is entirely peculiar to the church. 

We get here a remarkable expression; that is, He “gave him to be the head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all”. In the beginning of the next chapter we have the thought of union. This connects itself with the idea of the bride. In chapter 5 we read that “Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish”. There again is the thought of the bride. So, too, in the same connection, we learn that the Christ is the Head of the church, as the husband is the head of the wife. The husband being the head of the wife is the figure employed to shew the headship of Christ to the church. 

It is a very wonderful thing that the church should have the place of the bride of Christ, and it is impossible to understand that apart from the ways of God in Christ. If you are to enter into the idea of the church’s place in relation to Christ you must know something of God’s ways. In a way the church is necessary in order that those ways may become manifest. 

A point which I desire first to touch upon is the interchange of thought you get sometimes in Scripture. By way of illustration, we may turn to Psalm 132. In the first ten verses we have a kind of appeal, taken up by David, to Jehovah, then in the eleventh and following verses we have the word of Jehovah. David was a remarkable man. He was one marked by very great failures. He had a sort of absolute power, and, at [p. 193] times, he used his power and opportunities in a very gross way indeed. And yet if you have studied what the Chronicles say of the house of David, you will have seen that the first book is almost entirely taken up with two thoughts. The first is the bringing up of the ark to the city of David, and the second the building of a house for God. Jehovah was to arise and to enter into His rest, He and the ark of His strength. 

What led me to read Psalm 132 is the interchange of thought between David and Jehovah. David’s thought was to find a resting-place for the ark of Jehovah, and Jehovah’s thought was to build a house for David and to establish his throne. His enemies were to be clothed with shame, but upon himself his crown was to flourish. All that is remarkable in contrast to the great blemishes which marked David. As a matter of fact, David never was allowed to build God a house. He was a man who had shed much blood; Solomon was to build the house for Jehovah. But the real house of God never was built by Solomon, he built a material house which perhaps pointed on to the church, as Solomon himself pointed on to the real Son of David. I have no doubt that the thought of Christ in His ministry down here was really to secure a house for God, that He might dwell here. But, on the other hand, the divine thought in regard of Christ is that He should be glorified above all principalities and powers. When you come to Christ, things are not for a moment to be compared with those of David. David would build a house, but his thought was a material one. Christ, on the other hand, purposed to build God a house, but one of a very different character to that which David proposed to build. That is what He has done. There was a house prepared for God to dwell in, and, as the result, God has been dwelling here from that time to this. The Holy Spirit descended on the day of Pentecost, and has abode here ever since. 

There are two facts of profound moment on which christianity entirely hangs. The first is, that there is a [p. 194] real Man at the right hand of God; and the second, that by the Holy Spirit God is present down here. If a man does not accept those two facts, I would hardly recognise him as being in the profession of christianity. I would like every one to consider those two things. They are not clearly seen, but nevertheless christianity hangs upon them. I think a great many people who profess christianity have no sense at all of Christ being a real Man, but He is a real Man in heaven. While still on earth, the Lord took great pains to assure the disciples that He was a real Man risen from among the dead. “Behold my hands and my feet, that It is I myself”. Now He is a real Man in heaven, angels, authorities and powers being made subject unto Him. People may object because they know nothing of the conditions of life and resurrection. It is in the power of God to raise the dead, and He does raise the dead, but they do not live in the conditions in which we live. The first principle of christianity is a Man risen from among the dead and gone to heaven, and the Holy Spirit is dwelling here in witness to that Man. That Man is not always to abide at the right hand of God. He is to be manifested. All the thoughts which came out in regard of David subsist and are substantiated in Him. The thought of Christ, as we have seen, was to provide a dwelling-place for God on earth, and He secured it; and, on the other hand, the thought of God for Christ was that Man should be set not simply upon the throne of David on earth, but above all principality and power and every name that is named. Man is set in the very highest place. That is the way in which God exhibits His triumph. The work of Satan was to corrupt man upon earth, and he succeeded only too well. He gave man inflated notions about knowing good and evil, and led him away from God; but the divine answer to it is, that God has set man, in Christ, in the highest place, at the right hand of God, above all principality and power. “He has ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things”. “We see Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour”. All things are put under His feet. What was set forth in David is fulfilled in Christ, all that beautiful interchange of thought which we find in the Psalms between David and Jehovah, the mighty God of Jacob, has come to pass in Christ. 

I go on now to shew that the body and the bride are necessary to the place which Christ has taken. What I understand by the body is the vessel in which Christ should be perfectly expressed. If you entertain any idea of the greatness of Christ, the body is that in which He is adequately expressed. The body serves that purpose now. It is that in which Christ lives, which is animated by Him, and consequently He is expressed in it. That is a point of all moment at the present time. I was dwelling upon that in a former lecture in connection with the epistle to the Colossians. The thought connected with the body is that there should be that in which the sensibilities and graces of Christ should become manifest down here. 

But now we come to another thought, and that is the bride. The thought of the bride is that she may be for the perfect satisfaction of Christ. “He that hath the bride is the bridegroom”. Another point in connection with the bride that I desire to call attention to is that the bride should be entirely according to the glory of God. Nothing that is unsuited to the glory of God could be a suitable helpmeet for Christ, and because it is suited to the glory of God therefore the glory of God can be set forth in it. I take it that is the place that the bride will occupy in the time to come. It is the holy Jerusalem, the heavenly city, which comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious. 

If you take the figure of Adam and Eve, Eve was formed out of Adam for the satisfaction of Adam. God intended Adam to have the joy of that which He brought to him. She was for his satisfaction. I am sure all [p. 196] christians would like to be for the satisfaction of Christ. The same thought is found in the latter part of this epistle. Husbands are bidden to love their wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for it. One is not saying too much in stating that the bride is to be for the satisfaction of Christ. The bride is His. “Christ loved the church, and gave himself for it”. It was not that the church loved Christ. 

But if Christ is to have satisfaction in the bride, she must be according to the glory of God. I can understand, even in the millennium, God allowing certain imperfections upon earth, but when it is a question of the bride there can be no imperfection, and therefore Christ presents the church to Himself glorious. It is according to God’s glory, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but holy and without blemish before God. Each of us ought to covet that. The bride of Christ will be before God according to God’s glory, otherwise it would be unsuited to Christ. After all, Christ is God, and the bride of Christ must be according to the glory of God. That is the thought taken up in the epistle to the Ephesians. I look forward with joy to the day when one will be before God according to His glory, but then it is fulfilled in a way now, for there is the work of God in saints, so that we should be according to His glory. 

If it were not for God’s work in us we never would be according to His glory. It is all His work. No advance on your part or mine in intelligence can ever make us according to His glory, and His glory is seen in my being according to His glory; according to Himself, really that I am before Him according to His nature. But then that which is according to God’s glory is for the display of that glory. The holy Jerusalem has two aspects: it is the bride of Christ, suitable to God’s glory, and then it becomes the vessel in which the glory of God is set forth in the presence of the universe. “That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. 

[p. 197] If we are according to His glory there is nothing to obstruct His kindness. Kindness is natural to God, and when we are according to God’s glory, so that there is nothing to obstruct, then He makes known to the universe the exceeding riches of His grace. 

The body is that in which Christ lives and in which He is expressed, but the bride is for the satisfaction of Christ and is according to the glory of God, and thus in it the glory of God can be set forth. In the day of display the universe of bliss will be lit up by the light of the holy Jerusalem, the heavenly city, which comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone most precious. We have to do with things which are blessed realities, not impostures. 

Now in chapter 2 is stated what God has effected. “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus”. It is stated as if all were effected. The connection is with the end of the preceding chapter; and the consequence of that is, that God is enabled in the beginning of chapter 2 to state that which we do not yet see, but which is really effected for God. We are quickened together with Christ, raised up together and made to sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, but that hangs on what is spoken of in chapter 1. If we could see things according to God: if we apprehended the greatness of the power of God which is toward us who believe, and understood how God has made us capable in point of spiritual affections, so that we can sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, it would bring us to union: that is the thought in the passage. 

We read in John 3: 16, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life”. Also in Titus, “But after that the kindness and [p. 198] love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us”. In John’s gospel, the love of God toward the world was evidenced in the giving of His only-begotten Son who was the test of the world. Death lay upon men, and judgment was before them, and God gave His only-begotten Son, the evidence of His love, and the Son of man was lifted up to be the test of the world. It is not there a question of the sovereignty of mercy, but of the grace of God that has provided for man an outlet from the world. Here, in Ephesians, it is another thought, “God, who is rich in mercy”. It is not here a question of divine grace to the world, but of the way in which the mercy of God is expressed in working in us, and that involves the sovereignty of God. In the operation of God the sovereignty of God is involved, because He will not engage Himself to work in every man. His grace is toward every man, and He has proved His love to the world, but He will not engage Himself to work in every man. That is what is spoken of here. While, on the one hand, Christ has wrought in order to secure a dwelling-place for God, on the other hand, God is bent on the exaltation of Christ, and that Christ shall be satisfied, and therefore the bride is provided to sit in the heavenly places for the satisfaction of Christ. 

Now, this will be literally effected and displayed when the Lord comes. We shall be quickened with Christ, raised up then, and made to sit together in the heavenly places, but that is anticipated here in connection with the exceeding greatness of God’s power which is towards us who believe. 

In the latter part of the chapter we get certain proofs of the reality of these things, and my object is to shew that what is stated in the first part of the chapter is not only a reality, but that we get the present gain of it. It does not speak of things which are going to take place, but of things which have taken place with God. The first thing is, we have “become nigh by the blood of the Christ”. The second, “For through him we have both access by one Spirit to the Father”. The third is, “in whom ye also are built together for a habitation of God in the Spirit”. These privileges are proof of what God has effected. I want you to apprehend the great present reality of these things, and what the reality is the pledge of. They are the pledge of this, that God has given effect to the purpose of His will for the glory of Christ. Christ has built a house for God to dwell in, and now God is bent upon the glory and satisfaction of Christ. God has raised us up together and made us sit together in the heavenly places, and the effect of that is, that we have become nigh. We are no longer outcasts. We were a long way from anything connected with Israel. The gentiles were in darkness and idolatry, but that is not the case now. “Ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the household of God”. We have become nigh dispensationally. 

But another point is, that we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. Jew and gentile are joined together here by one Spirit, and have common access. In the New Testament there is very little injunction or direction in regard of worship. In the Old Testament you get the most explicit instructions. I have often turned this over in my own mind really to satisfy myself about worship, and have come to the conclusion that there is little said about it, because it is all involved in access. We learn that through Jesus we both have access by one Spirit to the Father, and we get no more. All the difficulty with regard to worship disappears when we are conscious of being before God in the light of His love. If you have the sense of that which God is, and are before Him in that way, you could not want any direction in regard of worship. In worship Christ is the Leader. It is through Him we have access to the Father. 

The next thing is, Jew and gentile are built together [p. 200] for a habitation of God by the Spirit. God is dwelling here, and, if God is dwelling here, there is christianity. Christianity depends upon two things: Christ in heaven, and the Holy Spirit here. There must be provision for Christ somewhere, and God has made known what provision He has made; and there is no christianity on earth — except in name and profession — outside the work of the Holy Spirit. I cannot conceive anything more extraordinary than that christendom should have lost sight of the presence of the Holy Spirit, because everything depends upon it. Christ has prepared for God a house, and therefore of necessity God dwells here at the present time by the Spirit. We are become nigh by the blood of Christ, then we have access through Him by one Spirit to the Father, and are built together for a habitation of God by the Spirit. All these things are brought before us in the latter part of the chapter as a pledge to us of the great reality of that which God has effected for Himself. 

The body has its own proper place. Christ said, “Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” In the early days the body was in the love of Christ and was the expression of Himself, but then there is not only the truth of the body, but of the bride also. Christ went down into the lower parts of the earth, lower than any one ever went, and now He has ascended far above all heavens that He may fill all things. God will confer glory upon Him, and work in order that He may have satisfaction. The bride is the closest to Him in the day of display, because it is according to God’s glory. To get a proper thought of it you must read the detail of the heavenly city in the Revelation. 

All these things are realities, and we get the present fruit and pledge of them in the privileges which belong to us here. The mere profession of christianity will not enable us to stand. Christianity is supported by all the power by which God can support it: the power of the Spirit. God is dwelling here by the Spirit, and His [p. 201] people are supported by the Spirit; therefore they can stand against all the powers that are. 

May God engage our interest in these things that we may get to understand better what the church is as the body and bride of Christ, in which God has gathered up every thread of His previous dealings so that nothing has lapsed. The companions of Christ, the house of God, the flock of God, the promises, blessing — all are gathered up in Christ and the church. 


Scripture references

Ephesians 1:15-23 (JND) [15] Wherefore *I* also, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which [is] in you, and the love which [ye have] towards all the saints, [16] do not cease giving thanks for you, making mention [of you] at my prayers, [17] that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, would give you [the] spirit of wisdom and revelation in the full knowledge of him, [18] being enlightened in the eyes of your heart, so that ye should know what is the hope of his calling, [and] what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints, [19] and what the surpassing greatness of his power towards us who believe, according to the working of the might of his strength, [20] [in] which he wrought in the Christ [in] raising him from among [the] dead, and he set him down at his right hand in the heavenlies, [21] above every principality, and authority, and power, and dominion, and every name named, not only in this age, but also in that to come; [22] and has put all things under his feet, and gave him [to be] head over all things to the assembly, [23] which is his body, the fulness of him who fills all in all:

Ephesians 2:1-22 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: [4] but God, being rich in mercy, because of his great love wherewith he loved us, [5] (we too being dead in offences,) has quickened us with the Christ, (ye are saved by grace,) [6] and has raised [us] up together, and has made [us] sit down together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus, [7] that he might display in the coming ages the surpassing riches of his grace in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. [8] For ye are saved by grace, through faith; and this not of yourselves; it is God's gift: [9] not on the principle of works, that no one might boast. [10] For we are his workmanship, having been created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God has before prepared that we should walk in them. [11] Wherefore remember that *ye*, once nations in [the] flesh, who [are] called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in [the] flesh done with the hand; [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.



THE RENOWN OF CHRIST

[p. 202] THE RENOWN OF CHRIST

Acts 3: 1 - 26; Acts 4: 21 - 22; Ephesians 4: 20 - 24

There are three or four points which are apparent at the latter part of chapter 3 (see verses 18, 21, 23, 25). (1) What God had spoken by the mouth of all the prophets that Christ must suffer. (2) Whom the heavens must receive until the time of the restitution of all things (verse 21). (3) He is a test. (4) God’s purpose is fulfilled, the restitution of all things and all nations would be blessed in Him (verses 23 - 25). These are great points in regard of Christ. Christ has suffered; He has been received up; He has become the test of everyone, and in Him all the nations of the earth shall be blessed. I shall give you a little as to these points, and shall then show the witness to Christ meanwhile. The effect of the name of the Man in heaven is that it gives perfect soundness to the lame man in the presence of them all. The witness could not be gainsaid. The man was above forty years old on whom the miracle of healing was shown. God gave manifest witness to the Jews that there was a Man in heaven — the lame man got perfect soundness. God had thus given adequate witness, for in chapter 2 they “began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance”. The witness comes out in the new man, which is in correspondence with the Man at the right hand of God. Christ is the “Holy One and the Just”, and that new man comes out created after God in righteousness and true holiness. The man in chapter 3 prefigures that. The new man is in correspondence to the “Holy One and the Just”. Christ is received into heaven, but He has His witness down here to show the power of His name. 

Now faith has ever been dependent upon the glorified Man — the last Adam. The lame man was a cripple from the womb, over forty years — the full time of [p. 203] probation. The man is not only made whole, but he becomes a witness to another Man — to a Man in heaven. It was faith in another Man that gave him the soundness in the presence of them all. Now I take up the first point. Christ must suffer. We often get the thought of suffering in connection with Christ. “It became him ... to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings”, Hebrews 2: 10. It was all in view of the place that Christ was going to take up in regard of the world to come. Christ accomplished righteousness, that He might be the Sun of righteousness. 

Salvation, too, has its first application to Christ, and redemption, too. How could He have taken up the inheritance which belonged to God, except by taking up the liabilities? Being the Sun of righteousness put Him in relation to the universe of bliss. He is placed in relation to others, but how could He without accomplishing righteousness. The same in regard of salvation. Salvation was accomplished, that His glory might be great in God’s salvation. It is important to view all that is accomplished first in their relation to Christ, before we view them in their application to us. All has been accomplished — Christ has suffered; He went into the lower parts of the earth. Now He has gone to the right hand of God, far above all heavens. The Holy Spirit has come, and we are wholly dependent upon Him for the report of His glory, of His renown, of His name. He is Head of all principality and power, and Head of every man, and the Holy Spirit has brought down the report of His renown, of His name. We have to apprehend Christ according to His renown. We have renown brought to us from heaven by the Holy Spirit, of a Man who is Head of every man, of all principality and power, Head of the church, of Israel, and the nations — the Head — the Man at the right hand of God, the place He occupies according to divine counsel, based upon redemption. I feel I need to be impressed with the renown of Christ — the report of it by the Spirit of [p. 204] God; but the truth, the report is there, and the report of Christ should unceasingly engage the attention of His people, and then the colour it would give us here would be brightness. Christ would shine upon us, We want to get away from the obscuring influences of this world, and so show forth the shining of Christ. 

The heaven must receive Him, until the moment, the restitution of all things of which God had spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets, since the world began. Many things have been snatched away from God in the history of things. Man was snatched away, the temptation came in, and man was corrupted and became lawless. Then the same thing is repeated over and over again. Whenever a thing became corrupted, God could not go on with it. Israel was snatched away from God; they came under the power of idolatry. Then again, the throne of David was Jehovah’s throne, but it became corrupted, and in that sense was snatched away from God. I might speak of the nations also in that way — they were snatched away. Now, beloved friends, there is restitution to be made — all is to be restored. Christ has tasted death for everything. Restitution is brought about in Christ on the ground of redemption. The heavens receive Him until the time comes, when these things will be effected. Israel will be renewed again in Christ — so too the throne of David, and the headship of the nations, all will yet be renewed again in Christ — all will yet be brought under the moral control of God. The heavens receive Him, until the appointed time, according to the testimony of all the holy prophets. They all testify to the restitution of all things, from the time of Samuel downwards. God had to call out the heavenly company, too, who would be associated with Christ in glory. I ask, have these things occupied your attention? Has what has been transpiring in other parts of the world been occupying your attention, or are you occupied with that of which all the holy prophets testified? — the restitution of all things. We want to [p. 205] fix our eye upon that moment when Christ will be revealed from heaven to bring about the restitution of all things. 

Now as to the third point (verse 23). God is God, and Christ is Head of every man, whether men like it or not. As Head of every man, He is the test of every one. The gentile is tested now of Christ just as He was the test of the Jew. People prefer to be lawless, and if they go on as such they will come under judgment. The company I address have answered, I thank God, to the test, and He has become to us “unsearchable riches”. He has led us in the way of righteousness, and in the midst of the path of judgment. A wonderful place to be in, and if in it we ought to be looking for the appearing of the glory, when the restitution of all things will take place. 

Now in regard of the fourth point — the literal fulfilment of all nations being blessed is still future. The aged Simeon was called to be identified with Christ, because he had the Prince of life in his arms — He was a light to lighten the gentiles, and the glory of God’s people Israel (Luke 2: 32). It is looking on to the restitution of all things. Do you not think our attention should be exclusively taken up with that Man? People plead to have a little look at the newspapers to see how the war is going on, while attention should be fixed on that Man, who when He comes again will bring in the restitution of all things. Christ is brought into view, and He is to take up all things, in heaven and in earth — all are to be gathered up in Him. We can afford to leave alone the potsherds of the earth, striving with the potsherds. Our whole attention is to be taken up with the One hid in the heavens, until the moment of the restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of His holy prophets. 

Now I come to the witness. Now there was faith in the world before Christ came, but if God had not had that Man in reserve there could have been no light vouchsafed to man, and consequently there could have [p. 206] been no faith. God had a Man in reserve who could accomplish redemption and impart a new character to everything. Abraham’s faith, and David’s faith, had in view the Man whom God would bring in, and the world which would be brought in through that Man. All along the line they had the Man in view. Abel could not have had witness borne to his gifts except as connected with Christ — or Enoch — or Noah, all faith was by that Man. Peter says here “the faith which is by him” — a Man who is able to introduce an entirely different character to man. The introduction of that Man opened the door of faith to man along the line, it is the faith which is by Him. Now faith which is by Him gives perfect soundness. What is your soundness? Our soundness is that we are in correspondence to Christ, and that is to put us in soundness here — it is by the faith of another Man. The faith of another, who presented the name of that glorious Man, “the faith which is by him” gives soundness in the presence of men down here. Now the significance of that is that we have put off the old man, and “put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness”, Ephesians 4: 24. God acts in that way to introduce a witness (the new man) to the glorious Man in heaven, and the new man is the witness to Him here. How far is it true with us? The measure of our soundness is our appreciation of Christ — if we appreciate Christ, it is true of us, that we have put off the old man, and put on the new. If so, we can have no crooked things, there can be no lusts, no temper — these things are put off, and the new man is God’s witness, real and effectual, to that Man hid in heaven, till the times of restitution. Now what is it takes up our attention? I should like to labour with all the ability and strength God would give to bring into view of the saints the Man hid in the heavens, and the system and order of things connected with that Man. Stephen saw the glory of God, and Jesus. The glory of God is the shining out [p. 207] of the effulgence of God in the accomplishment of all His purposes. How do you answer to the new man? 

How far are we adorned by the new man? Outward appearances cover up a deal of defect with people, but we want to be characterised by the new man, which is after God, and characterised by righteousness (which is the maintenance of fidelity in every divinely appointed relationship) and holiness, by which we repel and shrink from that which is contaminating. The soundness of that man is by the faith of the glorious Man in heaven, and is the witness to Him here on earth, in the meantime, while the heavens receive Him until the times of restitution of which God has “spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began”. 

I beseech you to abstain from all that contaminates — the new man is created after God in righteousness and true holiness. When He comes out, we shall appear with Him in glory, and in complete conformity to Himself in every way. 


Scripture references

Acts 3:1-26 (JND) [1] And Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, [which is] the ninth [hour]; [2] and a certain man who was lame from his mother's womb was being carried, whom they placed every day at the gate of the temple called Beautiful, to ask alms of those who were going into the temple; [3] who, seeing Peter and John about to enter into the temple, asked to receive alms. [4] And Peter, looking stedfastly upon him with John, said, Look on us. [5] And he gave heed to them, expecting to receive something from them. [6] But Peter said, Silver and gold I have not; but what I have, this give I to thee: In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazaraean rise up and walk. [7] And having taken hold of him [by] the right hand he raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankle bones were made strong. [8] And leaping up he stood and walked, and entered with them into the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God. [9] And all the people saw him walking and praising God; [10] and they recognised him, that it was *he* who sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. [11] And as he held Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico which is called Solomon's, greatly wondering. [12] And Peter, seeing it, answered the people, Men of Israel, why are ye astonished at this? or why do ye gaze on us as if we had by our own power or piety made him to walk? …

Acts 4:21-22 (JND) [21] But they, having further threatened them, let them go, finding no way how they might punish them, on account of the people, because all glorified God for what had taken place; [22] for the man on whom this sign of healing had taken place was above forty years old.

Ephesians 4:20-24 (JND) [20] But *ye* have not thus learnt the Christ, [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus; [22] [namely] your having put off according to the former conversation the old man which corrupts itself according to the deceitful lusts; [23] and being renewed in the spirit of your mind; [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.

Hebrews 2:10 (JND) [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings.

Luke 2:32 (JND) [32] a light for revelation of [the] Gentiles and [the] glory of thy people Israel.

Ephesians 4:24 (JND) [24] and [your] having put on the new man, which according to God is created in truthful righteousness and holiness.



THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST

[p. 208] THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST

Matthew 5: 21 - 48; Romans 7: 4

We read in Scripture that “there is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy”, James 4: 12. I want to refer tonight to the character of this Lawgiver. In Matthew 5 the Lord presents Himself as the Lawgiver; we read constantly “I say unto you”. I want to make plain the Lawgiver and the character of the Lawgiver. My object will be to show how we can carry out what the Lawgiver enjoins. 

The Lord, in the chapter I have read, marks out a line of practice, but the question arises, how is it to be carried out on the part of the disciples, and then on our part? The point of all that the Lord enjoins is the distinct discrimination between good and evil — the disentanglement of good and evil. God has seen fit to disentangle them. God’s dealings had all that in view, the distinction between good and evil. When christianity came in, things became more urgent, and the Lord would enjoin upon His disciples a discernment between good and evil. The proof that we are no longer babes is, that we are able to discern between good and evil. We are set between them here, and if our senses are exercised, to discern the good and the evil, and then to choose the good and refuse the evil. We are in a difficult day. The world has become christianised. We are not surrounded by idolatry, the influence of which is very debasing, the principle of it being denying God, and in that way they got sanction for many evils, and thus the effect was debasing. We have nothing of that kind about us; we are surrounded by a very different state of things. There is a moral light about and around us, and we have been brought up in it. But notwithstanding this, there is a great deal which is not according to God. 

Men of genius around us speak of exercising their [p. 209] powers to the glory of God. It is all a delusion. God is not glorified in what a man does, but in what the man is himself. God looks for glory in the man himself; not in the way he uses his ability. The point with God is the secret principle of the actings of his being. God wants truth in the inward parts, and righteousness for a breastplate. In the exercise of genius or ability man uses them with the thought of renown for themselves — they seek glory for man. If we are to be to the glory of God, we must not seek self-importance, in a name, or glory, or reputation. But men do not answer to that standard at all; they use their gift with a view to reputation and self-seeking. Man has got out of the place of the creature, and has become a centre to himself. In contrast to that, there was nothing of that about Christ. He “made himself of no reputation”, no self-seeking. Now when we come to the line of practice enjoined here, we must first see the lawgiver and His character. Moses was a lawgiver, but the law itself was what God wrote on the two tables of stone — but the law that Moses gave was but the expression of himself. Faithful as he was in general, there was failure with him, and for that reason he was not allowed to enter the promised land. In this chapter what we get is that whatever Christ laid down and enjoined He Himself was the expression of it. What He enjoins is the expression of Himself. He was absolutely that which He said unto them. Thus Christ becomes law to us. He is the Lawgiver in the sense that He Himself is the law. Christ will occupy that place in the universe of bliss that the sun gives the solar system: ‘Of the vast universe of bliss the centre Thou and Sun’. 

Have we taken account of the fact of Christ being the Sun of righteousness, and of the world of which He is the Sun, and what is involved in that? To that world Christ will be the law, He will give impulse to all that is of God in that universe. Every impulse will proceed from Himself. Now one principle in regard of Christ [p. 210] Himself; when He was here, in His walk and ways, was, that we get the perfect solution and discernment of good and evil. The question of good and evil has been perfectly solved. He refused the evil, and chose the good in all His ways down here — that was the detail of Christ’s path down here in the world. Christ is the standard therefore. If you study the pathway of the Lord here, you will get an apprehension of the discrimination between good and evil. He “loved righteousness and hated lawlessness”. God “hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness”. On that ground He will take up the glory of the kingdom. All that principle comes out in detail in this chapter, that is, loving righteousness and hating lawlessness. The Lord rebukes violence and corruption, the fruit of man’s lawless will. Then another principle is overcoming evil with good. God is good, and He overcomes evil with good. The world is full of corruption through lust, but the principle which ought to regulate our conduct is to overcome evil with good. The Lord Himself showed the superiority of good. He suffered at the hand of evil, but He was so divinely perfect in good that He overcame evil in the power of good. Now what He enjoins, He was the expression of Himself — see what comes out at the end of the chapter, verses 44, 45, 48. 

Now when Christ was here, His pleasure was to gather to Himself. He was entitled to be a centre of gathering. We are not so, we each stand upon our own responsibility. The Lord never discouraged any one coming to Him. He said, “Come unto me” — “and ye shall find rest”, etc. — Christ was a divinely constituted point of gathering, and all that were gathered to Him came under His influence. The two disciples who left John to follow Jesus, came to see where He dwelt, and they abode with Him that day — they came under His influence, and it was as having come under that influence that they were enabled to carry out the practice which the Lord enjoins here, He was Lawgiver to them. He [p. 211] enjoined their practice and they carried it out in this way, that they came under the influence of Christ. The company who was gathered to the Lord when here, He attracted to Himself that they might come under His influence. He was a centre of light and power, and they became imitators of Him. They were so acquainted with the good they found in Christ, that they learned to refuse the evil, and cleave to the good. Christ had put them in the place of the children of God, and their practice was to be according to Christ — according to God. 

To be according to God is righteousness. God has made Himself known to us, according to His righteousness and goodness, and therefore we should be characterised in that way, being the “children of your Father which is in heaven”. Now turn to Romans 7: 4. “Become dead to the law” — “married to another” — to “bring forth fruit unto God”. In the present time we cannot bring Christ again to earth. I have often thought I would have liked to be associated with Christ when He was here upon earth — but it is an impossibility, for the heavens have received Him till the restitution of all things. What about the meantime then? We are to be married to another, to Him raised from the dead, that we might bring forth fruit to God. Now the way in which we can carry out what is inculcated in Matthew 5 is by the Spirit of Christ. He is the great life-giving Head, and He gives us His Spirit, that Christ may attach us to Himself, and in the appreciation of Him may bring forth fruit to God. The first effect of Christ being in our vision — we have found the perfect standard, and learn to discern between good and evil. It is only in the light of Christ that we can trace what He approved and what He refused. The Lord refused and disliked much that was highly esteemed among men, and yet the Lord approved many things which man despised. The Lord approved of the woman who sat at His feet and heard His word. He approved of the woman who cast [p. 212] in two mites into the treasury, and the woman who washed His feet with her tears. On the other hand, He disowned the conduct and the springs of the conduct of the scribes and Pharisees. This all tends to prove that in the pathway of the Lord upon earth we get the perfect discernment of good and evil. It is only, however, as we have the Spirit of Christ, that we can appreciate what comes out in the pathway of the Lord Jesus. 

Now another thing, Christ was prepared to suffer at the hand of evil. He was meek and lowly in heart; He did not resist evil. He left evil for God to deal with. But another thing, you get the Lord ever ministering good, sight to the blind, having compassion, etc., but at the same time suffering at the hand of evil. If we partake of the Spirit of Christ, we ought to be able to appreciate Christ. If we appreciate Him, we imitate Him; we are married — attached to another, to Him raised from the dead. 

The principle of vitality in christians is Christ, and that is the secret of fruit-bearing down here, but first we must learn to appreciate Christ. When Christ came here, He brought in all the light and goodness of heaven, and thus we have a perfect standard. The Lord met the self-seeking and ignorance of man down here, but He Himself was found in the lowest place, making God and His goodness known down here; He Himself really was the expression of all the good in God. 

The only place which the Lord felt more congenial than another, was in the house of publicans and sinners, because they were prepared to listen to the witness of grace and goodness which came from the mouth of Christ. When we learn of Him, we come to answer to Him — we are content with the lowest place here, and draw back from self-importance, and self-seeking and conceit, and content to suffer loss and overcome evil in the power of good, and thus Christ becomes law to us. The Galatians were anxious to be under law — well, the [p. 213] apostle says, fulfil the law of Christ, and bear one another’s burdens. 

The great point is to keep close to Christ, and thus you come under His influence. It is personal contact which is influence. Nothing could be more important to practical life, than for us to learn the hard and fast distinctions between good and evil, which have been so defined, since Christ has made a division between good and evil. We are acquainted with good in Christ. God is known to us because Christ has made Him known to us, and we get all the benefit of it. May divine goodness be the stay and comfort to us, and thus may we learn to discern between good and evil. The source of all evil is hell — it is from beneath, but good is of God. If we overcome evil with good, when Christ reigns we shall reign with Him. What the Lord enjoins is perfect — moral and practical — and now we have received His Spirit, and we can thus be enabled to discern between good and evil, and so acquainted with good that we may be able to overcome evil with good. 

It is the principle upon which God Himself acts, and it is the course and practice marked out for us. 


Scripture references

Matthew 5:21-48 (JND) [21] Ye have heard that it was said to the ancients, Thou shalt not kill; but whosoever shall kill shall be subject to the judgment. [22] But *I* say unto you, that every one that is lightly angry with his brother shall be subject to the judgment; but whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be subject to [be called before] the sanhedrim; but whosoever shall say, Fool, shall be subject to the penalty of the hell of fire. [23] If therefore thou shouldest offer thy gift at the altar, and there shouldest remember that thy brother has something against thee, [24] leave there thy gift before the altar, and first go, be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. [25] Make friends with thine adverse party quickly, whilst thou art in the way with him; lest some time the adverse party deliver thee to the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. [26] Verily I say to thee, Thou shalt in no wise come out thence till thou hast paid the last farthing. [27] Ye have heard that it has been said, Thou shalt not commit adultery. [28] But *I* say unto you, that every one who looks upon a woman to lust after her has already committed adultery with her in his heart. [29] But if thy right eye be a snare to thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members perish, and not thy whole body be cast into hell. [30] And if thy right hand be a snare to thee, cut it off and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members perish, and not thy whole body be cast into hell. [31] It has been said too, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a letter of divorce. [32] But *I* say unto you, that whosoever shall put away his wife, except for cause of fornication, makes her commit adultery, and whosoever marries one that is put away commits adultery. …

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

James 4:12 (JND) [12] One is the lawgiver and judge, who is able to save and to destroy: but who art *thou* who judgest thy neighbour?

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …

Romans 7:4 (JND) [4] So that, my brethren, *ye* also have been made dead to the law by the body of the Christ, to be to another, who has been raised up from among [the] dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.

Matthew 5 (JND) [1] But seeing the crowds, he went up into the mountain, and having sat down, his disciples came to him; [2] and, having opened his mouth, he taught them, saying, [3] Blessed [are] the poor in spirit, for *theirs* is the kingdom of the heavens. …



THE TWO COVENANTS

[p. 214] THE TWO COVENANTS

Galatians 4: 21 - 31; Galatians 5: 1; 2 Corinthians 3: 6 - 9; 1 John 4: 9 - 19

It is a very important point that a great many thoughts which we find in God’s dealings of old, are taken up in the church. It shows this much, that no thought of God lapses. Israel were the people of God upon earth and God made known in connection with them a great many thoughts; but so far as they were concerned these thoughts lapsed. “Lo Ammi” had to be written upon them, and so these various thoughts of God lapsed. Take the thought of the flock of God — that thought lapsed. Take again the thought of Jerusalem — it was the place where God had placed His name — the ark of the covenant was there — the Urim and Thummim were there — the light and glory of God were there. But so far as Israel were concerned, the light and glory departed. 

Ezekiel the prophet saw the glory depart. It lingered, but it departed, and it never returned. In the millennium the glory will return (Ezekiel 43: 4, 5). The city was re-built, and the walls, but the glory did not return. Jerusalem became captive, and was trodden down of the gentiles. The Lord wept over it; it was so perverse. Jerusalem is trodden down of the gentiles still. But my point is this, that these thoughts (and I might take up a great many more) have not lapsed. You get the thought of the flock and also of Jerusalem, as both taken up in the church. I do not touch on the flock tonight (I may do so on a future occasion), but the flock is there, and so too is the shepherd. Tonight I shall merely take up the thought of Jerusalem. Jerusalem is taken up as to the moral thought in the church, but these become the means of our education. We are educated by these means; when these things come to pass in Israel, it will not be their education, as [p. 215] it is ours. God has taken up the thought of Jerusalem in the church, and the object is to fit us for the great display in the world to come — the church must be instructed in every way of God. 

I want to touch upon the thought of Jerusalem above, and my object is to show you the secret of liberty; that is the moral effect I should like it to produce. People are more or less in bondage, some to one thing, and some to another. Fear brings bondage — that is one kind of bondage. Then there is bondage to the world, and with that bondage people are not really happy, because they have a conscience about it. The point is this — we should appreciate liberty and the ground of it. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”. The Galatians were getting under bondage to the world, in a religious way; but it really meant bondage to the great world system. There are a great many parts of the great world system. Christendom is part of it, and we may be in bondage to one part of the great world system or the other. There is great happiness connected with liberty. If you want to be truly happy you must be free from bondage. My point tonight is to show the ground of liberty (Galatians 4: 20 - 31). Jerusalem above is free which is our mother. We brethren are the children of promise. What I want to touch upon to make the subject clear is the intimate connection between a city and a covenant. The two covenants were represented by two cities. Jerusalem on earth was connected with the first covenant. But Jerusalem above as connected with Sarah. Liberty is always dependent on your parentage. Ishmael was not free — he was the child of a bondwoman — freedom depended upon birth. The apostle Paul said, “I was free born”, that is he was begotten of a free woman. That applies to us spiritually. Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. The point I want to make plain is that Jerusalem is our mother. The literal Jerusalem [p. 216] was a Canaanitish city, and all along the line was identified with the first covenant, and the result was all her children came into bondage. They are accounted of as being the children of Jerusalem, but they were in bondage. They could not yield to God what was required. They were under a burdensome system, which neither they nor their fathers were able to bear. God had a purpose in view in bringing it in, but all the same, all who came under it were begotten to bondage. The city was identified with the covenant. Now in connection with Jerusalem above, it is identified with the new covenant, and the children of the city take their character from the covenant, and hence it is they are begotten to liberty. Isaac was free, because he was the son of a free woman, just as Ishmael was a bondman, because he was the son of a bondwoman. 

It is important to understand this, if you are to be brought into liberty. It was for that reason I read the passage in 2 Corinthians 3: 6 - 9. We have in it what corresponds to Sarah. The new covenant is what corresponds to Sarah, and all who are begotten of Sarah are born to liberty. The children of the city take their character from the covenant. The character of the covenant is spoken of in the passage read, as the ministration of righteousness and the Spirit — Christ Himself is the expression of the new covenant in contrast to the law. Therefore the new covenant is the ministration of righteousness and the Spirit. Christ is the Spirit, and Christ is the righteousness. Christ is our life, by the Spirit, but at the same time, Christ is our righteousness, therefore Christ is the proper expression of the new covenant. The covenant expresses the conditions under which God is pleased to be with man. The first covenant expressed the conditions upon which God was with Israel, and so too did the covenant made with Noah. 

The covenant always expresses the conditions under which God was pleased to be with the people. The [p. 217] new covenant presents the conditions or terms upon which God is pleased to be with man, and Christ Himself expresses these conditions, and hence Christ is the Head of every man, because in Him you get expression of the terms upon which God is pleased to be with man. Christ accomplished redemption, so that in His death the covenant might be ratified, and Christ Himself is the expression of that covenant. 

You may get the two things — the Spirit and righteousness. If we live in regard of God at all, we live by the Spirit of Christ. “The water that I shall give him”, etc., and the water is symbolical of the Spirit. If we do not live by the Spirit of Christ, we do not live in regard of Christ at all. “Nevertheless”, the apostle could say, “I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me”. Christ lives in us by the Spirit. The new covenant is the ministration of the Spirit. So too in regard of righteousness. Christ is my righteousness. I am wholly clear in the eye of God, because He is my righteousness, from every reproach of the world system in which we were. Christ is just as much our righteousness as He is our life, and that is the ministration of the new covenant. But Christ is the Spirit and the righteousness. No one can apprehend the terms upon which God is pleased to be with man, unless they see Christ. In Him the terms are set forth. I live — but how do I live? I live by Christ. The terms upon which God is with Christ are the terms, so to speak, upon which He is with me. I am clear of every reproach which was connected with me, when I was in the world system. Here is my righteousness. I am justified in Christ as regards all that I was involved in by reason of the fall and my connection with the world system. We do not understand the new covenant unless we understand Christ as Head of every man. Christ is towards every man, and those who accept Him as Head, to them Christ is the expression of what God’s mind is in regard of them. Turn to Romans 5: 5 - 8 to illustrate this, “hope maketh [p. 218] not ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts”, “God commendeth His love toward us”, “Christ died for us”. Now pass on to Romans 8, the last two verses. Nothing can “separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Thus Christ is the true expression of what God is towards us. “The love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”. Christ Jesus as Lord is the expression of divine love to man, and nothing can separate us from it. 

The new covenant is the ministration of the Spirit and righteousness, and that is Christ; it can be nothing but Christ. The ministry of the new covenant is Christ, and that as the blessed expression of God’s mind towards man. The passage in 1 John 4 is full of it (see verses 9, 10). The expression of God’s love was giving His Son. Suppose the ministry of the new covenant has become effectual with regard to you, then the love of God so far as you are concerned is realised. You have entered into what God’s thoughts are in regard of you. Herein was the love of God manifested, that He sent “his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him”. Now being children of the covenant (Galatians 4), and the ministry of the covenant having become effective in us (2 Corinthians 3), Jerusalem above is our mother. The spring and secret of liberty is the knowledge of the love of God. If you want to be in liberty you must have your heart assured in the love of God. 

Deliverance and liberty have been greatly discussed, but the liberty is measured by the acquaintance of love. The liberty of children is dependent upon the love of the parents. If children are assured of their parents’ love, they are in liberty. If we are acquainted with the love of God as expressed in Christ, the necessary effect is we are free with God, we being assured of the love of God. We can say, “We love him because he first loved us”. God has established us in life and righteousness in Christ, and we love Him “because be first loved us”. 

[p. 219] We were at the time connected with the great world system; hence we have been delivered from it, by connecting us with Christ as Head, and thus we are set in liberty. Where would man have been had it not been for the love of God? The love of God delivered the world from idolatry, and we should have been steeped in it, but God manifested His love toward the world that we might be delivered from it, and attached to Christ, who is the blessed expression of divine love, and the knowledge of love is the real spring and secret of liberty. It is true in a household. If there is liberty, it is the result of the knowledge of the love of God, and even for that reason that He is the expression of the covenant, the terms upon which God is pleased to be with us. God would have us made perfect in love, to be free from fear, and free from bondage to the great world system. Then it is by love that we can serve one another. We come under the law of Christ. There is no such thing as free will. God had no free will, for He is bound by His own blessed nature — by His love, and what is not possible to God is not possible to any creature. Liberty is emancipation from fear, to love, and from the world system which is contrary to His holiness, because His love is a holy love. We are to stand fast in the liberty, and Christ makes us to take His yoke, which is the service of love. We are to take our part in the service of love; bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. Bondage is that people are hankering after this thing and that thing. If our hearts were established in the love of God, we would not care to cherish anything that was inconsistent with the holy love of God. He guides into the abode of His holiness, that we might be acquainted with the holy love of God. 

May we be at liberty with God, according to the love of God which is expressed in Christ. May our hearts be directed into the love of God — and again, “keep yourselves in the love of God”. Christians are hindered [p. 220] by the deadly world system, and so do not enjoy the holy love of God, which is the real secret and spring of true liberty, and thus being free to fulfil the law of Christ — by love to serve one another. 

Liberty is a very blessed thought in regard of christians, and therefore it is very important that we should come into the true secret of liberty according to God. 


Scripture references

Galatians 4:21-31 (JND) [21] Tell me, ye who are desirous of being under law, do ye not listen to the law? [22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons; one of the maid servant, and one of the free woman. [23] But he [that was] of the maid servant was born according to flesh, and he [that was] of the free woman through the promise. [24] Which things have an allegorical sense; for these are two covenants: one from mount Sinai, gendering to bondage, which is Hagar. [25] For Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which [is] now, for she is in bondage with her children; [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. [27] For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break out and cry, thou that travailest not; because the children of the desolate are more numerous than [those] of her that has a husband. [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as then he that was born according to flesh persecuted him [that was born] according to Spirit, so also [it is] now. [30] But what says the scripture? Cast out the maid servant and her son; for the son of the maid servant shall not inherit with the son of the free woman. [31] So then, brethren, we are not maid servant's children, but [children] of the free woman.

Galatians 5:1 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage.

2 Corinthians 3:6-9 (JND) [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. [7] (But if the ministry of death, in letters, graven in stones, began with glory, so that the children of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, on account of the glory of his face, [a glory] which is annulled; [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation [be] glory, much rather the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory.

1 John 4:9-19 (JND) [9] Herein as to us has been manifested the love of God, that God has sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins. [11] Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also ought to love one another. [12] No one has seen God at any time: if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us. [13] Hereby we know that we abide in him and he in us, that he has given to us of his Spirit. [14] And *we* have seen, and testify, that the Father has sent the Son [as] Saviour of the world. [15] Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. [16] And *we* have known and have believed the love which God has to us. God is love, and he that abides in love abides in God, and God in him. [17] Herein has love been perfected with us that we may have boldness in the day of judgment, that even as *he* is, *we* also are in this world. [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love. [19] *We* love because *he* has first loved us.

Ezekiel 43:4-5 (JND) [4] And the glory of Jehovah came into the house by the way of the gate whose front was toward the east. [5] And the Spirit lifted me up, and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of Jehovah filled the house.

Galatians 4:20-31 (JND) [20] and I should wish to be present with you now, and change my voice, for I am perplexed as to you. [21] Tell me, ye who are desirous of being under law, do ye not listen to the law? [22] For it is written that Abraham had two sons; one of the maid servant, and one of the free woman. [23] But he [that was] of the maid servant was born according to flesh, and he [that was] of the free woman through the promise. [24] Which things have an allegorical sense; for these are two covenants: one from mount Sinai, gendering to bondage, which is Hagar. [25] For Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which [is] now, for she is in bondage with her children; [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. [27] For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break out and cry, thou that travailest not; because the children of the desolate are more numerous than [those] of her that has a husband. [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as then he that was born according to flesh persecuted him [that was born] according to Spirit, so also [it is] now. [30] But what says the scripture? Cast out the maid servant and her son; for the son of the maid servant shall not inherit with the son of the free woman. [31] So then, brethren, we are not maid servant's children, but [children] of the free woman.

2 Corinthians 3:6-9 (JND) [6] who has also made us competent, [as] ministers of [the] new covenant; not of letter, but of spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit quickens. [7] (But if the ministry of death, in letters, graven in stones, began with glory, so that the children of Israel could not fix their eyes on the face of Moses, on account of the glory of his face, [a glory] which is annulled; [8] how shall not rather the ministry of the Spirit subsist in glory? [9] For if the ministry of condemnation [be] glory, much rather the ministry of righteousness abounds in glory.

Romans 5:5-8 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

1 John 4 (JND) [1] Beloved, believe not every spirit, but prove the spirits, if they are of God; because many false prophets are gone out into the world. [2] Hereby ye know the Spirit of God: every spirit which confesses Jesus Christ come in flesh is of God; [3] and every spirit which does not confess Jesus Christ come in flesh is not of God: and this is that [power] of the antichrist, [of] which ye have heard that it comes, and now it is already in the world. …

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …

2 Corinthians 3 (JND) [1] Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or do we need, as some, commendatory letters to you, or [commendatory] from you? [2] *Ye* are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read of all men, [3] being manifested to be Christ's epistle ministered by us, written, not with ink, but [the] Spirit of [the] living God; not on stone tables, but on fleshy tables of [the] heart. …



SALVATION AND LIBERTY

[p. 221] SALVATION AND LIBERTY

John 9: 39 - 44; John 10: 1 - 18

I was referring last night to what was an important principle, that is, that God has been pleased to gather up the threads of His past dealings in the companions of Christ which otherwise would have lapsed. In the setting aside of Israel they would have dropped, but God foresaw, and having done so, He saw to it that there should be no loose threads; and that is, that every thread should be gathered up in Christ. Now tonight I purpose to take up the thought of the flock. Now the thought of a flock does not connect itself with heaven, but like that of the vine, with the earth. The thought of the flock is taken up in a peculiar way in christianity. In the Old Testament you get expressions which show that Israel took that ground — “We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture”. The expression is prophetic, and refers to when Jehovah reigns; then they will say, “We are his people, and the sheep of his pasture”. Then again we get, “He led them, like a flock”. Now the strength of a flock and the sheep of His pasture properly belongs to Israel, and will be taken up in a future day, and then Israel will be a known and recognised people, and God will make it patent that they are His people, and He (Jehovah) their shepherd. It will be a public thing, and made evident in the world. It is not so now. You can neither see the flock nor the Shepherd. We can only know it by the revelation of God — the Shepherd too is unseen. All that is proper to the flock is at the present time remarkable. I have thus so far shown that the idea of the flock is therefore still existing, and finds its place in the companions of Christ, but is not manifested in a public way, as it will be in the future in connection with Israel. Everything is peculiar and paradoxical at the present time. Things [p. 222] are fulfilled now in principle, and in the power of the Spirit. Everything for God is by the Spirit of God — we have to learn what is here of the Spirit of God. Professing christianity is outside the Spirit of God; it has become a great religious system of the world — but there is nothing for God here which is outside the Spirit of God. The Lord said of the Comforter’s coming, “Whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him”, “He ... shall be in you”. I shall now say a little about the flock and the shepherd but I want first to tell you the gain we get from it. The question is appropriate, What gain do we get from being the flock of God, and Christ being the Shepherd? Well, it forms part of our education. We are undergoing an education. A man does not become a professor before he himself has gone through a course, and obtained a degree. A professor is a public teacher, and has a chair, but it is the result of having gone through a long course of training, and obtained a degree. Now how is the church going to fill the place which God intends it should in the world to come? We are going through a most important training, in order to give us instruction in every way of God. That is going on, and the effect will be great. We are brought into the knowledge of the Father, and of Christ, and this will qualify us for the part we have to fulfil in glory. God is qualifying us for the peculiar place which will be exercised by the church, the Lamb’s wife, in the day to come. The church will not be unintelligent in any way of God, for all the ways of God will be centred in Christ for the blessing of man. Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant. We have come to Jesus — the “mediator of the new covenant”, Hebrews 12: 24. That indicates the place which Christ will have in that day — it is most essential therefore that we should be instructed in every way of God. Now turn again to John 10: 1 - 10. We get here two figures under which Christ is spoken of: (1) The shepherd of the sheep (afterwards He speaks of Himself as “the good shepherd” and the “one shepherd”); (2) He is a door. Both are figures — but both quite different — Shepherd of the sheep — a door of the sheep. As Shepherd He is the One entitled to be followed by the sheep. He was entitled to gather the sheep, and if need be, to lead them out of the fold. Christ could not have abode in the fold — it was too narrow and restricted, but He led them out of the fold. A fold is a religious enclosure, which existed in the world, and where the sheep of God were kept, and into which Christ came. He entered in legitimately. We are not unaccustomed to these enclosures. Popery is a large enclosure. A papist would tell you that you could not be saved outside that enclosure. An Irvingite would say, you could not escape the great tribulation, save as you came within the enclosure. There are many enclosures, and the advocates of each have much to bring forward as to the special advantages of its own enclosure. The Jewish fold, however, was divinely constituted, but it was too narrow for Christ. So He led the sheep out. Christ is there, outside the fold. He is outside the camp — He is outside every enclosure in the world. They are too narrow and restricted entirely for Christ, and Christ is outside of them all, outside of the whole religious organisation in the world. There may be sheep in them, but Christ is outside all. He stands at the door and knocks. Mark that! it is very serious. All christendom acknowledges Christ in some way or another, but the truth in regard of Christ is, that He is outside all — He is not to be found in anything which has the nature of an enclosure. 

Now I come to the next point. If I want to get to Christ, I have to get outside of the world. When Christ was here judaism was the world. I ask, what is the world now? Christendom is the world, christendom is not of the Spirit of God, and if you want to find Christ, He stands at the door, and knocks, and you have to find Him outside all the enclosures in christendom. 

[p. 224] But (2) He is the door of the sheep. The door is a way of entrance, and it is an entirely different idea. It is not entering an enclosure. The Lord does not leave one enclosure to establish another. He did not leave judaism to establish christendom. If you have apprehended Christ as the door, where do you enter? You enter in to God, and that according to the way in which God has been pleased to reveal Himself according to the truth and love in which God has been pleased to make Himself known in Christ. It is made good to us, in the Holy Spirit which is given to us. “By me if any man enter in”. The door is open to any one; the passage is essentially evangelistic. If any one does enter in, he will get the love of God which is shed abroad in the heart, by the Holy Spirit given to him. Now I see the result of entering in — “he shall be saved”, and “go in and out and find pasture”. There is thus the greatest gain in entering in by the door to the knowledge of God. These blessings were never found in the fold, and if not found there, it is certain you could not find them in any organisation set up since. There is nothing here for God outside the Holy Spirit. The church is in God the Father. No organisation in the world could pretend to have salvation, liberty, and pasture. If I go in to God by Christ, I get salvation. In Christ there is salvation, that is, deliverance from this evil world. You get that in Christ. We have gone in to God to the love of God, and in Christ we get salvation, liberty, and pasture. We do not need a fold. A christian can walk above the world, without an enclosure. I have salvation in Christ. I am not afraid of the wolf; or of the roaring lion, or of the serpent. The wolf might terrify me by death, but I am not afraid. In Christ I have salvation, and there we have life, and have it abundantly. We have life by Christ; we are kept here by attraction to Christ. Every sheep is effectively attached to Christ by the Spirit of God, that is, Christ has given to each sheep living water; they are there [p. 225] attached to Him, and they are sustained in fidelity to Christ, and thus can say, ‘I am saved, and go in and out and find pasture’. I could not conform to the demands of any system. I am maintained here in the state of salvation, and the secret is I have gone in to God, and I am attached to Christ, and that maintains me here, without the necessity of an enclosure. 

It is amazing to me that a person should have known salvation and liberty, and have had pasture, and then go back again into an enclosure. It is appalling that such a thing could take place. What holds me is the Spirit of Christ to Christ, and I should not need an enclosure. 

Life depends on two things: (1) that I have gone in to God, and (2) we respond to that love. God has given us a habitation, and that is the love of God, and we want to abide in the habitation appointed us. We can abide there because we have the Spirit of God. We have a well of water, springing up to everlasting life. The subtleties of evil are against the believer, but by attachment to Christ I am saved, and not afraid of anything. With us, all hangs upon knowledge — there is nothing manifest. All our blessing depends upon knowledge spiritually; by the Spirit of God we have knowledge of divine Persons — I touch now upon another point. We come to the thought of the good Shepherd, and that is very important as regards our education. The object of the good Shepherd is to prove and make manifest goodness, so that we are enabled to overcome evil. What should mark a christian is goodness — not hardness, not sourness. Suppose you were marked by goodness — it proves you are acquainted with goodness, and that you have learnt the goodness in the good Shepherd, and the sure proof of it is that He laid down His life. We know Christ in goodness as the expression of divine goodness. Our goodness is the answer to His goodness made known to us. If God looks at the harm in us, He may need to bring in discipline. The good Shepherd has given proof of goodness in laying [p. 226] down His life for the sheep. 

Now one point more; there were other sheep to be brought, and He becomes the one shepherd, and we want to become acquainted with Him as such. We must remember there are other sheep; some of these may not be agreeable to me, but if I recognise that there is one flock, and one shepherd, I should do all in my power to maintain the unity. We do not want to produce a jar between the sheep, we do not want to mar the thought of Christ. We are to endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Now all that I have spoken of is a great education for us. The ability to maintain goodness here is proportionate to my acquaintance with divine goodness. As we appreciate goodness we express goodness. If you appreciate Christ and His mind, the One who was to have but the one flock and is the one Shepherd, both in the power of the Holy Spirit, you will endeavour to keep the unity of that Spirit. 

These things are a great education to lead us into the mind of Christ then to be led to the Father who sent Him. We know the Father, as we know Christ. How do we get eternal life? It is eternal life to “know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent”. If we are thus educated, we shall have obtained a degree; we shall be qualified to fulfil the function which God intends to be fulfilled by the bride, the Lamb’s wife; and all will be the result of the blessed training to which she has been subjected. “Her light was like unto a stone most precious”. There will be no gifts in that day — but all the grace she will exercise will be according to the education by which she was fitted when down here. It will be wonderful in that day to see the church come down from God, out of heaven, all prepared. May we be ready for the training through which He passes us. 


Scripture references

John 10:1-18 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. …

Hebrews 12:24 (JND) [24] and to Jesus, mediator of a new covenant; and to [the] blood of sprinkling, speaking better than Abel.

John 10:1-10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly.



THE BLESSING, LIFE FOR EVERMORE

[p. 227] THE BLESSING, LIFE FOR EVERMORE

Psalm 133: 1 - 3; John 6: 31 - 62

There is a remarkable expression in this psalm, “for there the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”. It is connected with the ointment that was poured on Aaron, and the allusion is to the things of the Spirit which had been ordained by God. Any intelligent christian would say, it was the blessing which God had ordained for the earth, and which is in contrast to the condition of things which now prevails down here. Death has had dominion over man universally, and in contrast to that God has ordained “the blessing, even life for evermore”. 

Nothing could take God by surprise, because He ever had wisdom, and therefore He can meet every emergency. The blessing was ordained before ever sin had come in. I think we get this thought taken up in the New Testament. In the twelfth chapter of the gospel by John we read, “I know that his commandment is life everlasting”. It is that which the Father purposed to establish, and therefore the Lord speaks of it. I will now take up three chapters of this gospel, 5, 6 and 7, because they bring before us the solution of the question of eternal life. One person and another came to the Lord enquiring about eternal life, and in the gospel by John the subject has a very prominent place. We get not only the solution of the question of eternal life, but we are instructed as to the conditions in which it is brought to pass, which are found in the connection in which each divine Person stands in regard of men on earth. It involves the question of what God is. In the Old Testament times they had no idea of the Godhead; what was made known to them was that Jehovah was one God. 

There is progress in these chapters of John’s gospel. 

[p. 228] In chapter 3 we simply have the thought and purpose of God’s love, that the believer might have eternal life; in chapter 4 there is the well of water in the believer springing up into eternal life. Then in chapters 5, 6 and 7 we get the light in which eternal life consists. It consists in the relations in which divine Persons stand in regard of men down here. In chapter 5 we see that the works of Christ were a witness to the Father; they were properly characteristic of the Father for the carrying out of the counsels of His love — raising the dead and quickening. It is not raising men to judgment, but to life. Even with regard to Israel they will be liberated from the power of death. Ezekiel did not think it possible that the dry bones could live. There is no life spiritually about the Jews now, and what the prophet had to learn was that God could bring them together and cause them to live. It is a picture of that which God will accomplish in regard of Israel as a nation; they will be made to live by the power of God. 

The Father raises up the dead and quickens them; but then we get another point; that the Father has given to the Son to have life in Himself; that He might be a point of contact in regard of men, with the result that they who hear the voice of the Son of God are made to live. Then the Father has committed all judgment to the Son in order that all should honour the Son. God in His supremacy has imposed the sentence of death on the man who sinned, but the Father in the counsels of love raises up the dead and quickens them. 

Now we come to another point: men cannot live naturally without food, and this I believe is also true with regard to the one who has been raised up. In the millennium things will be entirely different from what they are now. Discontent and confusion now prevail; but there will be a mighty change in the condition of things down here; the Father’s works will revolutionise the world. The introduction of Christ into the world as living Head must produce a profound effect on earth. 

[p. 229] Man is not like God. Man, in order to live, needs something which will minister to him unfailing satisfaction; he must have bread, and what will come to pass in the world to come will be unfailing satisfaction to man down here. The Father is not bread, but is known by His works; it is the Son who is bread for man. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit, are one in unity, but quite a different thought is presented with each divine Person; it is a point of great interest. In the world to come, man, instead of being restless and dissatisfied, will have his heart satisfied with the goodness of God, and thus as we get in the next chapter, the feast of tabernacles will come to pass. 

You remember that chapter 5 is introduced by a sign: the sign gives us a clue to the chapter. The man at the pool was quickened; at the word of the Lord, he took up his bed and walked. It was a figure and sign of the activity of the Father, and hence when the Lord was challenged about healing the man on the sabbath day, He replies, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work”. It is very wonderful that, in a world of sin and death, the Father should be working; and yet christians are really a proof of it. We are not exactly quickened as to our bodies, yet in a sense we are quickened, it is in regard of our affections that we are quickened; it is the fruit of the Father’s work, and if we live a little longer the Father will quicken our mortal bodies by His Spirit which dwells in us. 

The sign in chapter 6 is the feeding of the multitude — a multitude without adequate provision for them: what was there was wholly out of proportion to their need, but at the hand of the Lord they are not only fed, but there is an abundant surplus. It is sometimes spoken of in regard of Psalm 132. “I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread”. Jehovah was there, and He abundantly blessed their provision, and satisfied her five thousand poor with bread. Now the instruction we receive from this miracle is [p. 230] brought out in the remainder of the chapter. It is not that Christ ministers the bread, but He is the bread. Bread is symbolical of goodness, goodness which is capable of satisfying the heart of man, so that he may be content. The scripture speaks of bread as satisfying the heart of man, and the object is that he might be maintained spiritually in the enjoyment of the goodness that has come down to him from heaven. 

In this chapter we get Christ spoken of in three positions: first, Incarnate, living bread; second, Giving His flesh for the life of the world; third, He ascends up where He was before. 

These three positions are alluded to in the earlier part of the chapter. “Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world. When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king, he departed again into a mountain himself alone”. It refers to what comes out in verse 62. You shall see the Son of man ascend up where He was before. The light in which we know Him at the present moment is as priest. We have to regard Christ as incarnate, then as giving His flesh for the life of the world, and then as priest gone up on high, so that the thought of His being bread, connects Him with every position of grace. 

The incarnate Christ is the bread of God; He says, “The bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world”. The chapter presents Christ in regard to the world. My conviction is that what will really change the whole course of things down here will be the coming in of the bread of heaven. The pride, the arrogance, the lust, and the selfishness which characterise man did not come from above but from below; but now we get the bread of God as He which came down from heaven and will wholly change the character of things here. You will not get in that day pride, and arrogance, and lust, and all that kind of [p. 231] thing, but a most wonderful change will be wrought on earth, and every man’s heart will be satisfied and content with the goodness of heaven. 

If we want to take account of the world as presented to us in Scripture, we must carry our thoughts back to the time when Christ was in it. Every lust of man’s heart — drunkenness, fornication, and so on, was really deified, Satan had most unlimited power, philosophers were no exception to the rest of mankind. You get a remarkable picture of it in the first two chapters of the epistle to the Romans; they give a most deplorable and vivid picture of the progress of evil in the world. The Jew was no better than the gentile, there was no goodness on earth. People make a great mistake to view the world as it is now; it has been largely influenced by christianity. The Son of God became Man, He came into this world, and brought into it the goodness of heaven. He loved righteousness and hated lawlessness. You must not separate goodness from moral righteousness. Christ when here on earth was instinct with goodness, He was here for the satisfaction of the heart of man, and here and there He was appreciated in that way on earth. The woman came to Him when in the house of Simon the Pharisee, and He was the satisfaction of her heart; mercy abounded towards her, and her heart was contented. Mary of Bethany sat at the feet of Jesus and heard His word. What immediately preceded this was the parable of the good Samaritan; he did not consider himself, but bound up the wounds of the man who was in distress and set him on his own beast. It is to show how Christ was instinct with goodness; every act was the expression of goodness. The next thing is that Mary sits at His feet and is satisfied with the goodness of heaven. 

Take another case: the thief on the cross. He was sustained by the sense of goodness, which was available to him in his direst extremity. This gives us an idea of what came down to earth in the incarnate Son of God: 

[p. 232] He was instinct with goodness, and goodness abounding in the form of mercy. You get, in these instances, the heart of man satisfied with the goodness of heaven. I have no doubt the woman in Luke 7 would say, I have been brought into contact with goodness, and I have nothing to desire. That is what will happen in the world to come. He will command the blessing and abound in mercy. We look for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life. When Christ comes publicly into the world He will give life to the world. The sun of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings, and men will be satisfied with the goodness of heaven, and then every man will be prepared to show mercy to his neighbour. 

Christ gave His flesh for the life of the world. Death is in the world, and Christ gave Himself that He might bring to an end the man who brought death in; He gave His flesh for the life of the world, and the result will be that the world will live. That will not be a time of self-assertion on the part of man. Christ will come forth as Priest, and as such He comes to bless. He is Priest after the order of Melchisedec, and He will come forth in blessing in the world to come. The divine thought is that man might be satisfied with the goodness of heaven abounding with divine mercy — with the living bread that came down from heaven. 

When Christ comes again and brings healing into the world it will change the whole state of things down here, but now the living bread has been brought within the reach of our appropriation, and the power is given us to appropriate. We eat the living bread and live by it. We sit at the feet of Jesus and hear His word, that we might have our heart familiar with goodness, the goodness which has visited the world in the incarnate Son of God. It would be a very good corrective if we were appreciating the goodness of the living bread. It would have a great effect on each of us in relation to one another. It would make a great alteration if the [p. 233] hearts of saints were contented and satisfied with that which has been expressed in the living bread come down from heaven. It is blessed to contemplate the goodness of Christ. The Lord was moved with compassion for the widow of Nain. Also for the thief on the cross. 

If any one were to say to me, Are you doing better than other people? I would reply, No! I am worse than other people, but I have the power of appropriating the goodness of God toward man. In the Old Testament death was upon man, but he did not accept it; but now Christ has died, and I can accept death. It is not merely that Christ has ended the life of man after the flesh, but also that in His death the love of God is revealed, so that His death becomes the food of my soul, and the practical result is that I have eternal life. We can live in the love which has been expressed in that death; the death of Christ has altered everything, He has made known the love of God, and now I can accept death. 

Christ as Priest is instinct with goodness, and the object of His priesthood is to attach our hearts to Himself. Peter did not fall away though he was about to do so, and the Lord says, “I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not”. His object was to make Himself indispensable to Peter. He foresaw what would happen, and it must have had a profound effect upon Peter; he must have felt greatly indebted to the Lord, and that He was indispensable to him. 

The appropriation of Christ as food for our souls is of the greatest importance. He is the Head of every man, and He gives living water and is available to every man; if men avail themselves of Him, they come to know His goodness and appropriate His death, which opens the way to the love of God, and in this we live. 

Then as Priest He sympathises with our infirmities, and is indispensable to us. It is a great thing to know that we are represented by our Priest; He is available for every man, but He does not represent every man. 

[p. 234] It is the believer who can appropriate the death of Christ, because he can live in the love of God. He is on high representing His people, and He is indispensable to us down here. We should have sunk in the depths of depression if it had not been brought home to us that there is One above who intercedes for us, and who sympathises with us. The One who represents us loves us, and nothing can separate us from His love. 

I desire that every one may appropriate Christ in this way. We ought to be satisfied as with marrow and fatness. Divine goodness has become incarnate, that men might be satisfied with the goodness of heaven. That is what will give character to the world to come, because the Sun of righteousness will give another impulse to the life of the world in that day. 

We can now appropriate the death of Christ and live in the love of God. We can also appropriate His life, He has gone up where He was before. Christ having gone down into death, we can accept death and live in the love of God, which grace has made known to us. 


Scripture references

Psalms 133:1-3 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore.

John 6:31-62 (JND) [31] Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, as it is written, He gave them bread out of heaven to eat. [32] Jesus therefore said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, [It is] not Moses that has given you the bread out of heaven; but my Father gives you the true bread out of heaven. [33] For the bread of God is he who comes down out of heaven and gives life to the world. [34] They said therefore to him, Lord, ever give to us this bread. [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time. [36] But I have said to you, that ye have also seen me and do not believe. [37] All that the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me I will not at all cast out. [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me. [39] And this is the will of him that has sent me, that of all that he has given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up in the last day. [40] For this is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the Son, and believes on him, should have life eternal; and I will raise him up at the last day. [41] The Jews therefore murmured about him, because he said, I am the bread which has come down out of heaven. [42] And they said, Is not this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we have known? how then does *he* say, I am come down out of heaven? …

Psalms 132 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees.} Jehovah, remember for David all his affliction; [2] How he swore unto Jehovah, vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: [3] I will not come into the tent of my house, I will not go up to the couch of my bed; …

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …



RIVERS OF LIVING WATER

[p. 235] RIVERS OF LIVING WATER

John 7: 37 - 53

I desire to point out that chapters 5, 6 and 7 of this gospel go together. You often find chapters connected in this way in Scripture, and especially in John’s gospel. We have in chapter 7 the climax of what comes out in chapters 5 and 6. The point in chapter 5 is the revelation of the Father — the Father made known in the works of the Son. The Father had always been working since sin came into the world, but there was no interpreter; so Christ came into the world to that end, and the works that He did were the revelation of the Father. The Father’s works are the fruit of the counsels of love. Each divine Person is presented distinctively, and the Father is made known to us in that way. These works go on now, and I have no doubt will, in a way, be completed in the world to come. It is going on in a moral way at the present time — the raising up and quickening of men. We know the Father as connected with the counsels of love, and as giving effect to these counsels of love in regard to man. 

In chapter 6 we have Christ presented as living bread come down from heaven; the great thought in this is, that man might be fed with the goodness of heaven. In the figure at the beginning of the chapter Christ feeds the multitude, but the point of the chapter is that He is the living bread, He came down from heaven to make men acquainted with the goodness of heaven. Nothing but goodness was found in Christ, and if men had appropriated Christ they would have been satisfied with the goodness of heaven. People are not hungering and thirsting after righteousness, or else they would be satisfied; men may be gratified with the things of this world, but they are not satisfied. It is all made available to men in the fact of the Son of God becoming Man. 

[p. 236] He is the mercy-seat and the Mediator, and in that way He has put Himself in relation to men, and He gives living water to every one who receives Him, as we get in chapter 4. And for what is the living water given, but that man may appreciate the goodness of God? We are married to another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we might appreciate the goodness of God and bring forth fruit unto Him. You may depend upon it, that until man’s heart is satisfied there is not much likelihood of his bringing forth fruit unto God. 

It is in the knowledge of the Father and of Jesus Christ His sent One, as presented in this gospel, that eternal life consists, and what is extremely interesting is that in chapters 5 and 6 the Father and the Son are presented in relation to men on earth. The life of the world is wholly dependent on the position Christ has taken as Man. In redemption He has given His flesh for the life of the world, and we ought to appreciate the goodness which is expressed in the Father’s works and in the position Christ has taken in regard of men. 

Now we come to a further point: “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. You see we have to do with the things that are living; living bread is instinct with life. I think we get the experience of life in having to do with the things of life. All the things of this world are the things of death, and they cannot give the sense of life. We have to do with the living Father, and with Christ as living bread by the Spirit of the living God. If I have to say to the living Father and to Him who is the living bread, I have that which will never pass away. It is the fact of having to do with that which is living which brings one into the consciousness of life. The outward man may perish, but the inward man is renewed day by day. If we were continually occupied with that which is living and [p. 237] eternal we should be dying daily, like the apostle Paul. 

I cannot conceive of any greater privilege than that our souls should be brought into contact with that which is living; into the appreciation of the Father in His love, and of the Son in His grace as having set Himself in relation to men down here. It is as we are brought into contact with that which is living that we get the sense of life; the water that Christ gives springs up to everlasting life, leading our souls into the appreciation of the Father in His love, and the Son in grace accomplishing redemption. He has given His flesh for the life of the world, and has taken up the position of last Adam in regard of men down here; as such He gives living water, so that we may appreciate the Father and the Son. He completes His work as last Adam in raising us up at the last day. Christ is the Head of every man, and invites all to come to Him, but man is dying by means of the influence of the world, so that he cannot come except the Father draw him. But the Son says, “Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of him that sent me. And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day”. You will forgive me for going over that ground again. 

We now come to the last day of the feast in chapter 7 where we get the Spirit, so that our instruction is complete. 

There is an allusion to what will be brought to pass in the power of the Spirit in the world to come. The living water refers, I have no doubt, to the world to come. Jerusalem will be a source of living waters that will flow out in every direction, that is, that all wholesome and beneficial influences will be centred in Jerusalem. There are plenty of poisonous streams in the world at the present time, all flowing westward, and threatening to deluge christendom; theosophy, spiritualism, 

[p. 238] and such like; but when God sees fit to display the world to come, Jerusalem will be the source of wholesome and healthful influences. We get it brought out in the prophets: Jerusalem will be the joy of the whole earth, and the source and spring of all delightful and wholesome influences. The father of a family ought to be the source of all good influences in his household; he should not be always discontented and complaining, but the source of wholesome and cheering influence affecting the whole family, so that the children should be held in check by the influence that pervades the household. I think this is what every believer ought to be. 

The feast of tabernacles is set aside for the time being. It will be a great day for the world when heaven and earth will be brought into communion. The feast of the passover and the feast of weeks have both been fulfilled, but the feast of tabernacles will take place when heaven and earth are brought into contact with Christ the living Head. “In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink”. His brethren wanted Him to go up to the feast, because they did not believe on Him; they said, “If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world”; but the Lord replied, “My time is not yet come; but your time is always ready ... I go not up yet unto this feast; for my time is not yet full come”. Afterwards He goes up secretly to teach, carrying out His testimony in unwearied patience, and He says, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink”. The same thing is brought out in the last chapter of Revelation, “Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely”. Christ is available for the thirst of every man. Then follows, “He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water”. And the apostle by the Spirit, explains, “But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for the Spirit [p. 239] was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified”. This refers to the day in which we live; we have come to the time when Jesus has been glorified. 

I desire to press the extreme importance of apprehending Christ as Head, the source of living water. On the day of Pentecost they who had believed in Christ received the Spirit. We read in Colossians, “Seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God”. Every hope of the christian is centred in heaven. We look for the Lord Jesus Christ from heaven as Saviour; hence it is right that the heart of the christian should be set upon heaven. But remember, on the other hand, that the Spirit of God is here upon earth to make available to men all the goodness that is in heaven. That is a point of the very last moment. If there is one thing more than another that has been overlooked in christendom, it is the presence of the Spirit of God. We used to pray for the influence of the Spirit, but were very dull indeed as to the reality of the Spirit of God being down here on earth. And if the Spirit is here the house of God is here. The Lord prepared the material for the house of God when He was here upon earth, as David did, then on the day of Pentecost they received the Spirit. 

The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Spirit, we have not to go to heaven for that. In Colossians we get a wonderful expression, “Christ in you the hope of glory”. Then the goodness of heaven is really brought down to the house of God by the Spirit. If the love of God is shed abroad in your hearts you have the goodness of heaven, for you have by the Spirit the love and the holiness of God. 

There are two things found in connection with the christian: he is running a race from earth to heaven with his eye on the goal, but at the same time the Spirit of God is dwelling down here in the house of God, in order to instruct our hearts and to make known to us all the goodness of God. There is nothing more important to [p. 240] hold to than that God dwells here by His Spirit, because it becomes the ground of our practice. We are to walk in lowliness and meekness, endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. If that is really fulfilled in us, then out of our bellies will flow rivers of living water. Our hearts need to be under the influence of the love of God. There is another thing connected with the love of God, and that is mercy. It is a great thing for the heart of the believer to be subdued by the sense of mercy, and to have his heart pervaded by the love of God; and this is the result of the Spirit of God being here. But there is more: we are “married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God”. We get grace in the relation in which Christ is pleased to be with His people. The husband seeks to conform his wife to himself, and that is the way in which things work in christianity — we come under the influence of Christ in order that we may partake in that which is expressed in Christ, that we might be conformed to Him. Love, joy and peace are heavenly graces, heaven is a scene of holy love, and joy, and peace. These graces did not come from a scene of confusion such as this, but from where love, joy, and holiness prevail, and these beautiful graces of heaven are to come out as fruit in the believer. I refer to these things to show that the love of God and the grace of Christ are by the Spirit made available to us in the house of God down here. 

Our hearts ought to be filled with joy in the knowledge of the goodness of God, for we are brought into contact with all that which savours of life, the effect is that we might be filled with joy. I do not see much of it amongst christians. There is joy in heaven in all the activities of God’s work down here, and if we are made acquainted with all the goodness of God we ought to be marked by love, and joy, and peace. If you want living water to flow out you must participate in heavenly joy. 

The Spirit is the source of all healthy influences [p. 241] affecting all we come in contact with down here. I do not think that living water is connected with gift; it is for every christian, and it gives an extraordinary status to the believer. Think what the world would have been without believers. It would have been sunk in the darkness of heathenism. The Spirit is the source of all refreshment, yet the living waters really flow from the belly of the believer. The christian down here upon earth is the channel by the Spirit of all that is morally wholesome for man. What can science do? I do not think that science is any good to man morally. A scientific man may be a very bad man. So with philosophers. My great sorrow is when I see people turning from christianity; they want to pursue after some worldly advantage, some mess of pottage, instead of wholesome, sound, and beneficent influences. These flow from the believer by the Spirit, and that is the reason we are left here upon earth, not to corrupt one another. You will not get those rivers flowing out from the believer unless the flesh is judged, and his soul is in all the goodness of God which the Spirit has brought down to us here in this world. It is a very great point for the soul to be acquainted with goodness, and there is no way in which you can get any real idea of goodness except as you see it in Christ, the living bread come down from heaven — it is seen in righteousness, holiness, fidelity, love, grace, and mercy. You must learn it in the living bread come down from heaven, and if you appreciate the goodness of God, out of your belly will flow rivers of living water. 

May God grant that we might be each more familiar with the goodness of God. 


Scripture references

John 7:37-53 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified. [40] [Some] out of the crowd therefore, having heard this word, said, This is truly the prophet. [41] Others said, This is the Christ. Others said, Does then the Christ come out of Galilee? [42] Has not the scripture said that the Christ comes of the seed of David, and from the village of Bethlehem, where David was? [43] There was a division therefore in the crowd on account of him. [44] But some of them desired to take him, but no one laid hands upon him. [45] The officers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, Why have ye not brought him? [46] The officers answered, Never man spoke thus, as this man [speaks]. [47] The Pharisees therefore answered them, Are ye also deceived? [48] Has any one of the rulers believed on him, or of the Pharisees? …



THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD

[p. 242] THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD

James 1: 17 - 27

I want to bring before you the position in which christians are placed with regard to God, and what is suitable to that position. You need to understand your position. The object in preaching the gospel is to bring man to the understanding of his position with regard to God. It is important that the position should be apprehended. All that God creates stands in relation to every other part, for God is not the author of confusion. You have only to look up to the heavens to see this. All the heavenly bodies form part of one great system, and if that is so in regard of the physical creation, it is the same in regard of the moral creation. David saw all that in Psalm 19 but when he looked at things on earth everything was in confusion. The great point is that we should recognise our position outside of the confusion. 

God has wrought to bring about a new order according to His mind, and He is using the material down here to evolve a system according to His mind. Christ is the beginning of the creation of God: that is how the Lord presents Himself to the church in Laodicea. He is the faithful and true witness, and all takes its character from the One who is the beginning. It is not new creation, but a system that is existing now. It is in that we see the complete triumph of God over evil, and God intends to evolve out of the confusion a system according to His mind; Christ is the beginning of that creation. 

The rest of God has been interfered with by the coming in of sin, but God will surely find His rest. All creation — I refer, of course, to all intelligent creation — will take its character from Christ. There are people who might be described as children of the devil; I [p. 243] would not put that down as absolute, because there are some beauties of divine origin left in man, such as natural affection. The Lord could look upon the young man in Mark 10: 21 and love him, though the moral springs within him were all wrong. I do not think that young man was converted. 

“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures”. God has begun anew in the One who is the beginning of the creation of God, and of His own will He has begotten us by the word of truth. I think the word is as seed sown. God has been pleased to sow the seed. You get several expressions kindred to this in Scripture. You get Christ is the truth, the Spirit is truth, and there is the word of truth. What is truth? I do not pretend to give you a definition of truth; you will have to go to a dictionary for that, and I am not a dictionary. What helps us with regard to the truth in that it exhibits everything in its true character and proportion. Christ is the truth, that was the case when He was here upon earth; all was tested by Him, and the practical result is that we learn everything in its true character and proportion. If that is so, and it really is, then christians are a very remarkable people in the world. I would rather be a lowly christian than a man of great research or scientific knowledge, because I have been begotten by the word of truth; and therefore I am able to form a true judgment of things in their character and proportion before God. 

There are three points touched upon here. First, “the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God”. Second, “lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls”. And third “whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty and continueth therein”. 

When we come to the creation of God, and see things in their true character, we are slow to speak and swift to hear. My thoughts are entirely reversed; all my [p. 244] lifetime I have been entirely at fault, all my judgment of things is entirely overturned. In regard of the Lord Himself, all was divinely perfect. He said, “As I hear, I judge”. “He openeth mine ear morning by morning”. He was slow to speak. You can see how suitable it is to be swift to hear and slow to speak. The wrath of man is the expression of man’s will, and proves that man’s will is in activity. Now man’s will is lawlessness, and is diametrically opposed to righteousness, and hence can never work the righteousness of God. We have to move in the orbit of God’s will, and on the other hand we have to receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save our souls. It is deliverance from what I call snares. The implanted word discloses these snares; then it is the snare is broken and we escape. A snare must have a bait, and every bait tends in the way of self-gratification. We are not left here to please ourselves — even Christ pleased not Himself. It is a great thing to receive with meekness the implanted word. Christians may say there is nothing wrong in going here and there — there is no harm in it; but that is doing your own will, and the secret of true happiness is doing the will of God. Paul said, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day”. Committed what? His happiness! Until when? When all would be manifested in the world to come; he gave up all his happiness here on earth, in order that be might receive it at that day from the Lord Himself. 

“Whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty and continueth therein”. We are all tested by continuance. In a race all start well, but the test is endurance. If you continue in it you will be a doer of the word. What do you think the perfect law of liberty is? I think it is the love of God. The law of the ten commandments was not liberty, but the secret of it was the love of God. 

It sprang from the perfect law of liberty. When God commanded men to love one another, it was really love [p. 245] that underlay it. What is the law of liberty in a family? It is the consciousness of the affection of the parents. So in regard of christians — the consciousness of the love of God. There is no such thing in the world as free-will. It is all rubbish. Man is under rule in various ways — under the rule of his fellow, the rule of public opinion, and so on. But we are under the rule of the love of God. I love to see a bird at liberty, then it can sing; God has appointed rules for it also. My point is that we should get a right apprehension of God. What wonderful creatures christians are, they apprehend everything according to the mind of God. Then we are slow to speak, swift to hear, and are delivered out of every snare of the fowler; we look into the perfect law of liberty and continue therein. Christianity does not consist in holding doctrines, it is extremely vital. We have to look to it that the fruit of vitality is seen in us, and that we walk in the enjoyment of the perfect law of liberty and continue therein. It is a great thing to get a proper apprehension of the love of God. 


Scripture references

James 1:17-27 (JND) [17] Every good gift and every perfect gift comes down from above, from the Father of lights, with whom is no variation nor shadow of turning. [18] According to his own will begat he us by the word of truth, that we should be a certain first-fruits of *his* creatures. [19] So that, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; [20] for man's wrath does not work God's righteousness. [21] Wherefore, laying aside all filthiness and abounding of wickedness, accept with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. [22] But be ye doers of [the] word and not hearers only, beguiling yourselves. [23] For if any man be a hearer of [the] word and not a doer, *he* is like to a man considering his natural face in a mirror: [24] for he has considered himself and is gone away, and straightway he has forgotten what he was like. [25] But *he* that fixes his view on [the] perfect law, that of liberty, and abides in [it], being not a forgetful hearer but a doer of [the] work, *he* shall be blessed in his doing. [26] If any one think himself to be religious, not bridling his tongue, but deceiving his heart, this man's religion is vain. [27] Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

Psalms 19 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. A Psalm of David.} The heavens declare the glory of God; and the expanse sheweth the work of his hands. [2] Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. [3] There is no speech and there are no words, yet their voice is heard. …

Mark 10:21 (JND) [21] And Jesus looking upon him loved him, and said to him, One thing lackest thou: go, sell whatever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me, [taking up the cross].



THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD

[p. 246] THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD

Matthew 16: 13 - 28

I desire to say a little on the way in which Christ is presented to us in this passage. We get the thought of the Son of man, and it is in that way the Lord speaks of Himself all through this chapter; but we also find, by the Spirit of grace accorded to Peter, that he confesses Christ as the Son of the living God, and then the Lord forbids them to say any longer that He was Jesus the Christ. 

Now, I want to say a little on what is connected with the Son of man, and then on the privilege of christians — because it is a privilege — of knowing Christ as the Son of the living God, given to Peter by revelation of the Father. It is not a question of the mere name, but of the significance of the name. Any one can repeat the name, but the important point is to know the significance of that name. What does it convey to you? I can only speak of it according to the apprehension I have myself; one cannot do more. 

The Lord continually speaks of Himself as Son of man, and in each place the responsibility of man is connected with it; but as Son of the living God it is a secret, and was so important that the Lord says, “Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven”. It was of the highest importance that this should be known in regard of Jesus. I think the title of Son of man is that with which the responsibility of man is bound up. It goes right on to the coming of the Lord and to the kingdom, when the Son of man shall come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He shall reward every man according to his works. The Lord raises the question, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” Every one had his own thought with regard to the Son of man. He was [p. 247] the veritable seed of the woman, but all had their own ideas in regard of Him. Some thought one thing, and some another. It is much the same in the present day. Men do not reject Christ out and out, but they are answerable for their own opinion, because responsibility with regard to man is bound up with the Son of man. Peter could not understand how that which was most respectable could have part in the death of the Son of man. I think the same sort of thing holds good today, because the rejection of Christ is mostly by the religious leaders of the world rather than by the common rank and file. Peter could not bear the thought of Christ being rejected by the religious leaders, and says, “Be it far from thee, Lord; this shall not be unto thee”. He gets a sharp rebuke from the Lord: “Get thee behind me, Satan; thou art an offence unto me; for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men”. Christ was looking at things from the point of divine necessity, but Peter was looking at them with regard to men. 

Then the Lord further speaks of what the pathway would be to those who follow Him. We have to share the rejection of the Son of man. His rights are in abeyance now, and therefore for the moment we have to suffer with Him. The present moment is the moment of suffering. Looked at down here, we only know Him as the One who has suffered. He has been lifted up on the cross, He has no place here, and hence it is a time of suffering; but at the end of the chapter He comes again in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will render to every man according to his works. It is in that way that man’s responsibility is connected with the Son of man. I have no doubt the foundations of all God’s purposes have been laid, but then He comes again in connection with the responsibility of man. When He comes He will render to every man according to his works. We have the same thing in John’s gospel — all judgment is committed to the Son, because He is the [p. 248] Son of man, if you are really governed by this, you will take up your cross and follow Christ. That is the true path of faith, but the test of people is continuance. 

The apostle John says to the young man in his epistle, “ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one”; but then he goes on to say, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever”. So when the Son of man comes in the glory of the Father with His angels, He renders to every man according to his works; that is, He will bring responsibility to an end in judgment. 

I now pass on to the other light in which the Lord is presented in this passage. “He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven”. 

I just refer to three points we get in connection with this confession of Peter. The confession was the result of the revelation; but, there are three things the Lord speaks of afterwards: (1) He pronounces a blessing upon Peter, and tells him the source and spring of His confession; (2) He would give him the keys of the kingdom of heaven; (3) He forbids them to say any longer that He was the Christ. Here we have Jesus presented to us, not in connection with the responsibility of man, but in the light of divine counsels. Peter really knew very little of what he spoke about. Flesh and blood had not revealed it unto him, but the Lord laid great stress upon the confession. It is a great thing to be in the secret of what Christ is as the Son of the living [p. 249] God. There is very much in that. It is no longer Jesus the Christ, that is after the flesh. He is the anointed Man, and hence Head of every man. Christ the anointed Man has come in, and He has taken up all the liabilities to which men were subject, and on that ground becomes Head of every man; but Christ was also to be known in another light. You first get the thought of Christ as Head of every man, the last Adam, and then He is the Son of the living God. It was a wonderful thing that there was a Man down here who was the Son of the living God. The Jews could take in the Son of Abraham, or Son of David, but not the Son of the living God. He was a Man, the anointed Man, but yet He was of God, really was God, He was a divine Person incarnate, and therefore His source was of the living God. 

Now there is the beginning of the creation of God, that is, all has its source in God Himself. That is what I understand by being in the secret of God. You get to the ark of the covenant. No one had access to the holiest but the high priest, and that only on the great day of atonement; but now the true ark of the covenant has come into view, that is Christ, the Son of the living God. Everything has its source in the living God — the church of the living God, the word of the living God, and so on. If you speak of the living God, all must be characterised by life, Christ is the beginning of that; but now we have the Spirit of the living God, by which the writing of Christ is made effectual in saints; writing not on tables of stone, inanimate, but by the Spirit of the living God, on fleshy tables of the heart. Everything that is living is of the living God, and is in holy, blessed affections. That is what the Lord made known in John 5 that man may be quickened in the seat and spring of his affections. 

It is in that way Peter confesses Christ. The church is built upon that confession; it could not be built upon any other. Christ has built His assembly; and therefore [p. 250] it is all stable. There is that in the apprehension of Christ as the Son of the living God that forms the assembly; those who compose it are brought into contact with His Father, and they serve the living God. Christianity has come to be regarded as a religion of the world. The Lord does not present it in that light, but as of the living God. You cannot connect the living God with a dead world. There is nothing here upon earth for God but Christ’s assembly, there is a very great deal connected with man’s responsibility, but there is nothing of Christ but His assembly. 

It is a very great thing for us to be in the secret of God, and to apprehend Christ in the counsels of divine goodness. If you look at things from the divine standpoint, there is nothing but the spiritual house, the holy priesthood, and that is His assembly, it has His mind. We get a little taste of it when we come together. 

The Lord was very considerate with His disciples when here upon earth. He was so ready to impart everything to them, but He found them so very dull, they never really understood what He said to them until the Spirit came. That is not the case now; we understand that which Christ has been pleased to declare to us, and in the midst of the church He can sing praises to God. What a wonderful thing to have the mind of Christ! I can conceive of no greater privilege than coming into contact with Him personally. It is not by Scripture, but by the soul coming in personal contact with Christ. 

The Lord says to Peter, “I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven”, and then forbids any one to speak of Him as Jesus the Christ; that is, He has cut off all connection with the world as after the flesh. If we know Him as Christ the Son of the living God, we know Him as He is now above. His church was built, I have no doubt, on the day of Pentecost. 

Now all this is true at the present time. The title Son of man is bound up with the responsibility of man; 

[p. 251] but in the meantime, by the revelation of the Father in the power of the Spirit, we are in the light of that which Christ is in connection with the purpose of the Father’s will — the Christ, the Son of the living God. 

May God give us to know a little better what it is to be of His assembly, and to covet the intelligence of Christ. After all, whatever men may take up in regard of things down here, the gates of hell can never prevail against Christ’s assembly. What I understand by the gates of hell is the powers of evil. The harlot will ride the beast, but the gates of hell will never prevail against the assembly of Christ. 


Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-28 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it. [19] And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest bind upon the earth shall be bound in the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest loose on the earth shall be loosed in the heavens. [20] Then he enjoined on his disciples that they should say to no man that he was the Christ. [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised. [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee. [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men. [24] Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any one desires to come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. …

John 5 (JND) [1] After these things was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. [2] Now there is in Jerusalem, at the sheepgate, a pool, which is called in Hebrew, Bethesda, having five porches. [3] In these lay a multitude of sick, blind, lame, withered, [awaiting the moving of the water. …



CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD

[p. 252] CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD

Luke 18: 15 - 30

Man’s wisdom is limited to this life, but we have to consider the fact that there is something beyond this life. If there was something before it, there must be something after it, there must be something beyond it in regard of man. If a man has been a great author, or if he has accumulated great wealth, he leaves it all behind him, and the wisdom which he has got would be unsuitable to another world. If such a man passes into a scene where there is no money making, his wisdom is of no avail there. Wisdom should be serviceable to man, not only with regard to this life, but also to that which is beyond it. 

The thief had wisdom with regard to that which is beyond; he said, “Lord, remember me when thou comest in thy kingdom”. He had wisdom which availed him not only at that moment, but also to the life beyond. I will tell you what wisdom really is, it is the apprehension of Christ. He has been content (pleased) to become wisdom for man, not only for this life, but for that which is beyond, that is, for eternity. That is the place in which God has been pleased to place Christ in regard of man. You have an illustration of it in chapter 7 of this gospel. Christ was as near Simon as He was to the woman, but she only of the two apprehended Christ as wisdom both for the present and the future, and I am sure she never went back to the habits of her former life. Simon, on the other hand, never apprehended Christ as wisdom. I do not seek to help people in regard of this world, but my desire is that they may have wisdom not only for this world, but also for the life beyond. 

Christ is the wisdom of God, and what I understand [p. 253] by the expression is that Christ is the resource of God and is able to carry out all God’s purposes; He has become Man, and hence is wisdom to man. We read that wisdom crieth in the streets where men do congregate. Every form of folly is to lead men from the path of rectitude; but wisdom is capable of directing us into the right road, so that we may be found in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment, that is, the path of God’s will. 

Everything depends on the apprehension of the position God has set Christ in with regard to men. You cannot alter the position, the mediator between God and men is Christ Jesus. The point is to apprehend Him in that position, which is, that He gave Himself a ransom for all. There are plenty of people who do not deny it, but I should like to ask them, Have you ever come in contact with the Mediator? He has something to give. Have you received anything from Him? Then the next point is that you turn to the Mediator; the responsibility of man lies there, in order that he may receive something from Him. The Mediator is a giver. Christ gives the water of life, and man takes the water of life. The great point is that there is a Mediator who is available to men, that is, to every man. The wisdom of every man would be to turn to the Mediator and receive the living water. “Let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely”. This is the last appeal we get in the Bible, and it comes from heaven. There are some who do not know what living water is. It is that which satisfies the thirst of man and enables him to live. If a man is dying of thirst, water becomes life to him. 

I have spoken of Christ as wisdom, I want to make that plain. The apostle John speaks of Him as the Word. The Word was wisdom incarnate. He was wisdom in this way, that He was the perfect answer to every question that was presented to Him. Men questioned Him, but the answer given was never [p. 254] satisfactory to men, for it exposed them. Christ Himself was the answer. Men came temptingly, and wanted an answer to suit their question; but, as has been often said, He answered the questioner and not the question. The Pharisees with the Herodians came to the Lord to tempt Him, and asked whether it was lawful to give tribute to Caesar or not. But suppose they had apprehended that Christ was God they never would have said a word more, but would have confessed they were not rendering to God the things that are His. 

I take another case. The Sadducees came tempting Him in regard of the resurrection, and the Lord gave them an answer that exposed them; but He Himself was the answer to the question. If they had apprehended Him as the resurrection and the life they never would have questioned Him at all. Then other people came asking Him, which was the great commandment of the law. Well, Christ was the law (He expressed it), and He gave them an answer which confounded them. So also in regard of the young man who came to the Lord and questioned Him as to eternal life; he wanted an answer according to his mind; he was fond of the world, had great riches, and came in a way tempting the Lord; but if he had apprehended that the Lord was eternal life he never would have asked the question; he wanted eternal life without Christ, like many in our day, but Christ was Himself the answer to his question. 

Christ is the answer to every right and proper question which can possibly arise in the heart of man. You may have every kind of difficulty, but Christ is the solution of them all. If it be as to anything beyond this life, or with regard to going through this world, you will find the answer to it in Christ. You may not see it all in a moment, but you will find Him the answer to every difficulty, every right question which may arise in your mind. 

Now with regard to the passage we have read, “A certain ruler asked him, saying, Good Master, what shall [p. 255] I do to inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good; none is good, save one, that is God”. To begin with, he had no true thought of Christ; he called Him good teacher, or good master; he had no true apprehension of who Christ was, and I think that is why people fail in the present day. It is not a question of what Christ teaches, but of what He is; He was the answer to the ruler’s question. He does not tell you anything about mediation, but He is the Mediator; He is the Son, the Man appointed by God, in whose name there is forgiveness of sins; to Him men may turn and become attached to Him. That is really what the Lord propounded to the ruler. The point for the ruler was that he should become attached to Christ. I think the earth would be useless unless it were attached to the sun. The gold of the earth would be of no value without the sun, and so man is useless if he is not attached to Christ, and the simple reason is that he is out of gear, and not attached to the Sun of righteousness. The Lord answered the ruler’s question, but it was only to bring conviction home to him. He says, in effect, ‘If thou wilt be perfect, sell all that thou hast’. To be perfect was to apprehend the situation, and the solution was to apprehend the presence of Christ and follow Him. You could not say that any one was perfect who did not follow Christ. But in order to follow Christ the ruler had to leave the world. Many are spoken of in the gospels who tried to follow Christ and still maintain a connection with the world; but it was futile. In a kind of way the world was lost, even Christ’s own brethren rejected Him. The ruler’s riches were his link with the world, and in order to follow Christ he had to break that link. That is what it is to be perfect, and that involved that Christ was wisdom; in coming to Christ he really owned that he had no wisdom of his own. The point was to come to Christ as wisdom, and be prepared to submit himself to Christ; and that is what the Lord meant when He said, “Come, follow me”. If he had [p. 256] remained in possession of what he had, he never would have continued, even though he had begun to follow Christ. 

All men need wisdom. There are very clever politicians in the world, but a politician could never tell you what was going to happen in six months’ time. They are not characterised by very great wisdom. So in regard of men who pile up great fortunes, and do not know what effect it will produce. Man is not wise enough of himself and he wants wisdom; all classes want wisdom, and the real answer to that want is Christ Himself; He is the Mediator, and is available to all men, the point is for the soul to come in contact with the Mediator; He gives and man takes. Christ first gave Himself, and now He is the giver of living water. It is not a question of coming to make terms with Christ; this ruler would have liked to come to terms, but God will not allow you to make terms; you have neither wisdom, strength, nor ability, and you have to be content to take what He gives. Nothing can be more simple than that. You must not come to the Lord and say, “Good Master”. You must remember you have to come to God. The ruler did not apprehend Him as God, and the Lord would not have it. 

The one essential thing for all is to come to Christ, I wish every one pressed it more — the coming to Christ as God. God is presented to you in Him. I do not think that any one will get anything from Christ unless he recognises Him as God. It will not do to say, “Good Master”. If you are going to be perfect you must sell all that you have, that is, come to Christ Himself and leave the world. How is the snare to be broken? There is only one way, and that is by the presentation of the grace of God. 

Men think the world to be everything, but God does not think so. He that will be the friend of the world is the enemy of God, and God is going to break in pieces the world system. Man may be competent to get a [p. 257] position in the world, but does not know what lies before him. The great thing is to see things from the divine point of view. God does not think men are competent to go through this world. If a man has his face towards Christ then his back is turned upon the world. When the Lord comes, He will turn this world upside down and wipe it out, as a man does a dish. 

What does man get by coming to Christ? He gets peace, Christ is the Prince of peace, and He now preaches peace. The ruler’s spirit was in a turmoil, Christ made peace by the blood of His cross, and if a man turns to Christ he gets peace. He also receives living water, and is attached to Christ. The Lord said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. He becomes the chief point of attraction. You cannot give people too much encouragement to come to Christ, because He is the point of attraction to draw men out of this world. 

The ruler was not at all prepared to break with this present world, so he went away sorrowful, because he preferred his possessions to Christ. Alas! that is what people prefer in the present day. Have you come to Christ? Have you apprehended Him as Mediator? He is available and accessible to every man. Do not be content with the mere statement, you have to come to Him as a poor sinful creature, in order that you may take from Christ the living water and be attached to Him in the power of the Holy Spirit; otherwise you are all out of gear. Christ gives peace and living water; come to Him without any reserve and be content to turn your back on this present evil world. You will then get peace, living water, and wisdom, not only for time but also for eternity. He will lead you in the paths of righteousness, and you will have treasure in heaven. 


Scripture references

Luke 18:15-30 (JND) [15] And they brought to him also infants that he might touch them, but the disciples when they saw [it] rebuked them. [16] But Jesus calling them to [him] said, Suffer little children to come to me, and do not forbid them, for of such is the kingdom of God. [17] Verily I say to you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein. [18] And a certain ruler asked him saying, Good teacher, having done what, shall I inherit eternal life? [19] But Jesus said to him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, God. [20] Thou knowest the commandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother. [21] And he said, All these things have I kept from my youth. [22] And when Jesus had heard this, he said to him, One thing is lacking to thee yet: Sell all that thou hast and distribute to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in the heavens, and come, follow me. [23] But when he heard this he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. [24] But when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, he said, How difficultly shall those who have riches enter into the kingdom of God; [25] for it is easier for a camel to enter through a needle's eye than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God. [26] And those who heard it said, And who can be saved? …



THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND DISCIPLESHIP

[p. 258] THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND DISCIPLESHIP

Luke 14: 15 - 35

I think there are two positions in which we ought to be found as christians, I mean christians in reality. There are two positions which we occupy, one as guests, and the other as disciples. You get the first in the former part of this passage, the parable of the great supper. The teaching of the Lord was often in parables, and conveyed the truth better than could have been done by doctrine. The latter part of the chapter is taken up with discipleship, and forms pretty much the sum total of our lives down here as christians. In the supper we are fed, nourished, and sustained; but the purpose of it all is that we might come out as disciples. God presents His things to us, and we are refreshed and invigorated by them in order that we might come out in the world as the disciples of Christ. 

The supper is that which marks the present moment, and the occasion for this parable was the remark made by some one, “Blessed is he that shall eat bread in the kingdom of God”. I do not think that the idea in the mind of the person who spoke was anything more than a pious aspiration, and that he did not look at the matter in the light in which we apprehend it now. In contrast to that the Lord presents the idea of the great supper, and shows the way in which it would be regarded by different classes. I will endeavour to give you some idea as to what the meaning of the great supper is. 

In the passage you get the supper, the guests, and where the guests come from. They were brought from the streets and lanes of the city, and from the highways and hedges; and the purpose was that the house might be filled. I do not think we can doubt but that the Lord refers to God, and that His house might be filled. 

The supper gives the idea of celebration, and what has [p. 259] taken place during the last two thousand years has been a celebration. We have not as yet the public celebration. A little further on in this gospel the Lord speaks of a certain nobleman who had gone into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and to return. The people thought that the kingdom would be immediately manifested, but what the Lord taught was that the fidelity of His servants would be tested. The kingdom was not yet to come into manifestation, and the period of the Lord’s absence covers a long period. The Lord, as represented by this nobleman, did go into a far country, and I have no doubt received the kingdom, but has not yet returned; we are waiting for His return. 

In Matthew 25 there is another striking parable as to the position of believers, namely as having gone forth to meet the bridegroom. I only speak of this in order to show that the kingdom is deferred, and in the meantime the supper is going on. The kingdom is really established at the right hand of God, and there is the celebration of it in the great supper down here. It means the reign of grace on behalf of men. Psalm 68 says: “Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men”. And the beginning of the epistle to the Hebrews shows that the throne has been established at the right hand of God: “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom”. That is a great point for our apprehension, that the throne and the kingdom are really established at the right hand of God. Christ has received the kingdom, the throne is established, and that means a great deal for man. It means the subjugation of every enemy of man, the casting down of Satan, the breaking the power of death, and the taking away the sin of the world, in fact, the setting aside of all that oppresses man, because it is the introduction of the reign of grace. We read in Hebrews of the throne of grace, which is established in the Man who has ascended up on high, but the celebration of the kingdom [p. 260] is down here. All things are ready because the throne is established, and only waits the return of Christ when the kingdom will be manifested. 

Many look forward to the coming of the Lord, and sometimes forget that grace is established on the basis of all things being ready, and that the Holy Spirit has come down as witness to it. We have Jesus as Lord, and for those who have eyes to see, the throne and the kingdom are established at the right hand of God, the reign of grace has begun. Yet Satan still reigns, and the rule of death still goes on; lawlessness is rampant in the world, and will mount up to a height which it has not as yet attained. I can understand that there are intelligent objections, because outwardly nothing is changed, and all this makes it appear that the kingdom is not established; but what has come to pass is that the Holy Spirit has come down to maintain the kingdom here, and thus we get the good of it. 

It is to my mind a wonderful thing that believers can be maintained in the power of the Holy Spirit in spite of the power of the enemy, the power of death, and the lawlessness of man; maintained in all the good of God’s kingdom — which is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit — even while the outward conditions of things remain unchanged, and will remain until the coming of the Lord. Righteousness, peace and joy are things that characterise heaven; righteousness is in heaven, peace reigns in heaven, and joy is found in heaven. They are brought down to us in the power of the Holy Spirit, and are thus established in our hearts in spite of everything we see around us. 

When I look at a christian I see righteousness, which is fidelity in every appointed relationship, and the effect of righteousness is peace. If you walk faithfully, loving God and loving your neighbour, and carrying out fidelity in every relationship, the effect will most unquestionably be peace. Then following upon peace you get joy, and the secret of joy is that we rejoice in the Lord. We can [p. 261] look up to heaven and see the throne established, and in a few moments, so to speak, every enemy will be for ever subjugated, Satan will be bound, death swallowed up in victory, and the sin of the world taken away. 

The supper is the celebration of the reign of grace in God’s house down here. The house of God was dependent on the Holy Spirit coming down from heaven, and it is there that the celebration of the kingdom, that is, the great supper takes place. It is celebrated by those who are really in the good of God’s kingdom. There were those who would not come, and such were really attached to the earth. There is no greater hindrance to the things of God than the things of earth; the things that hindered them were not immoral things, but the ties of earth. They had peculiar reference to the case of the Jew, and they hindered his coming in to the supper, and hence it is the invitation goes out to the highways to compel others to come in, so that God’s house may be filled. 

Then a solemn word is given, “None of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper”. The Jew found himself actually excluded from the great celebration, and we have been brought into it. We have the enjoyment of it now, but there is a good time coming when every enemy will be subjugated by the power and authority of God in a Man, and that Man the Son of God. He has been called up to the right hand of God, and the moment of His rising up will begin the subjugation of every enemy of man; but in the meantime the light of its glory has been brought to us in order to maintain us in divine blessings. We receive the kingdom in receiving the testimony of it, and in receiving the testimony we get all the good of God’s kingdom maintained in us in the power of the Holy Spirit — righteousness, peace, and joy — how few are really in the enjoyment of these things! I do not think people will make great headway unless righteousness be maintained. Righteousness is extremely simple; a man who pays his [p. 262] way and maintains his family will be looked at as a righteous man; but that is not the divine thought of righteousness. A man who has received the kingdom is capable of fulfilling righteousness in every appointed relationship. The Holy Spirit has come down to maintain us in the fulfilment of every obligation in which we are placed, so that every righteous requirement of the law is fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. That is the only way in which we can be maintained in peace, and joy follows. 

What marks the present moment is that all things are ready; the supper is prepared, and the celebration is in God’s house where His Spirit dwells; it is a scene of feasting; and the object of the testimony is that men may be compelled to come in and have their part in it. 

Christianity is nothing except in the light of what is going to be manifested; but what I desire is that all may have the sense of God’s house and the benefit that belongs to it; which is in the realisation of the presence of the Spirit of God. It is not seen by the natural eye. I think I may say that whatever intelligence any may have in the things of God really begins in the recognition in the soul of the presence of the Spirit down here. I was converted a good long time before I knew that, but until I apprehended the presence of the Spirit, I had no knowledge of the throne being established in a Man at the right hand of God. You may get help from God, but if you want to make advance in divine things you must recognise the presence of the Spirit of God in His house down here, and this will make you a follower of Christ. 

We will now look at the latter part of the chapter, verses 25 - 33. I do not think the Lord would have us expose ourselves to shame. The king who goes out with ten thousand against another with twenty thousand only exposes himself to shame and ridicule. Many have attempted in the energy of nature to follow the Lord, but have only exposed themselves to shame and defeat. It [p. 263] is no good combating with the devil. I have seen people come out with apparent freshness as followers of Christ, but in the long run the devil was too strong for them. The fact is man has no power to complete the tower, and the same thing is true of the king going to war with ten thousand against another with twenty thousand. The Lord says in effect, that if he is really sensible he will send an ambassage and desire conditions of peace. It is just what the church has done. At the beginning when maintained in the power of the Holy Spirit, it overcame twenty thousand, but when brought under the energy and activity of man it sent an ambassage and desired conditions of peace. 

If you are going to follow Christ, you have to hate father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and your own life also. There is nothing in the world but what is antagonistic to God; it is a hard thing to say, but I firmly believe it. There may be a most amiable mother with a child, but the influence of that mother is antagonistic to God. The Lord is referring to the influence of those with whom we are most intimately connected down here, and the secret is that man is lawless, for if it be true that man is lawless then every influence of man must be antagonistic to God. The Lord never intended man to be without natural affection, indeed the absence of it is condemned in Scripture; but the Lord intended to place us in a distinctive position as regards Himself against every natural influence down here. It is not that a man ceases to love father or mother, but if he is held back by natural influences, by the things that are natural and suitable to himself then he cannot be a disciple of Christ; he is not able to break away from these things where God is concerned. There is another thing, a man is to take up his cross and follow Christ. Christ is not really honoured in the world, and if you are going to follow Him you must take up your cross. We have to put our cross between ourselves and the world. When I was [p. 264] converted I did not cease to love my brother or sister, but they hindered me, and I had to recognise that man is lawless. It does not matter so much as to those with whom we do not come much in contact, but we are tested by those with whom we are intimately connected after the flesh. There are obligations to be taken up down here; a converted wife is not to neglect her obligations as a wife, but we have to recognise that there is no obligation we can really carry out but by Christ. We have to accept the ability of Christ to enable us to discharge our obligations in this world — to come to the sense of our own lack of resources. I cannot complete the tower, and as regards the various obligations I have to perform in the world, I have to own that I have no power nor competency to fulfil them. A pattern husband is one who appreciates Christ. So, too, in regard of a wife; she will be a pattern wife in giving up all competency in herself to fulfil the obligation, and in looking to the ability of Christ to do so. This means that we have Christ for power and competency. 

We want to enjoy the goodness of God in His house, so that Christ may really have His proper place in controlling our affections. Thus it is a man can be a follower of Christ in this world, and can carry out every obligation in every sphere in which he is placed with regard to God. It is very wonderful that we can really carry out this in a world of confusion. It is the way in which Christ is made available to us down here, and depends upon our hearts’ appreciation of Christ. But then we must of necessity forsake all that we have; every pretension, and every idea of competency and ability of our own has to go. The most able man can never discharge his obligations in life in a way suitable to God; but Christ will suffice to enable a very stupid man to do so. There are men who are competent in many ways — competent business men and competent teachers; but the only morally competent man, one who is capable of carrying out every obligation according to God, is the [p. 265] one who appreciates Christ; he will acquire that competency only by the appreciation of Christ. He has to forsake all that he has in order to follow and have the competency of Christ. 

I have spoken of that which is within the reach of all, and if you appreciate that all things are ready, you will be ready to go out into the world and carry out every obligation. I desire that these things may have a practical effect on our pathway through the world. 


Scripture references

Luke 14:15-35 (JND) [15] And one of those that were lying at table with [them], hearing these things, said to him, Blessed [is] he who shall eat bread in the kingdom of God. [16] And he said to him, A certain man made a great supper and invited many. [17] And he sent his bondman at the hour of supper to say to those who were invited, Come, for already all things are ready. [18] And all began, without exception, to excuse themselves. The first said to him, I have bought land, and I must go out and see it; I pray thee hold me for excused. [19] And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee hold me for excused. [20] And another said, I have married a wife, and on this account I cannot come. [21] And the bondman came up and brought back word of these things to his lord. Then the master of the house, in anger, said to his bondman, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring here the poor and crippled and lame and blind. [22] And the bondman said, Sir, it is done as thou hast commanded, and there is still room. [23] And the lord said to the bondman, Go out into the ways and fences and compel to come in, that my house may be filled; [24] for I say to you, that not one of those men who were invited shall taste of my supper. [25] And great crowds went with him; and, turning round, he said to them, [26] If any man come to me, and shall not hate his own father and mother, and wife, and children, and brothers, and sisters, yea, and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple; …

Matthew 25 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; …

Psalms 68 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm: a Song.} Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered, and let them that hate him flee before him. [2] As smoke is driven, thou wilt drive them away; as wax melteth before the fire, the wicked shall perish at the presence of God. [3] But the righteous shall rejoice: they shall exult before God and be glad with joy. …



PRIESTHOOD

[p. 266] PRIESTHOOD

1 Peter 2: 1 - 10

I think that in the minds of christians generally there is a great deal of indefiniteness with regard to priesthood. In evangelical Christianity it is pretty much the custom to claim priesthood for all christians, to set forward the assertion that all christians are priests. I do not doubt there is truth in this, for no one can question for a moment that God has but one thought in regard of christians. None of us would contradict that. The expression of God’s mind with regard to all of us is Christ; He is the perfect expression of that. 

But there comes in another point, and that is, what is apprehended by us, because, in christianity, nothing is of much good to us beyond that which we have apprehended spiritually. I have no hesitation in stating that. God may have in His mind many thoughts with regard to us; but if we have not apprehended them, they have not become available to us. 

There is a power in every christian by which everything may be available to him, for every real christian has part in the Spirit of God; but then it is equally true that we must avail ourselves of everything. 

I do not think it is prudent to claim anything beyond that of which, by the Spirit of God, you have availed yourself. It is wisdom to keep within those limits. In christianity, reality is a great point. If you attempt to claim things beyond your spiritual apprehension you are in danger of getting into unreality, and unreality is a kind of bog that may let you through. None of us can claim to have got very far on in apprehension; there is a great deal more for us, and it is a great thing if we are wakened up to go forward; but as to what we assert, prudence would dictate that we should keep within the limits of our spiritual apprehension, because anything [p. 267] beyond that has not yet been availed of. 

Christianity is not like Israel. You would hardly get babes and young men and fathers spiritually in Israel, but you get them all in christianity. There are such distinctions in Scripture, and in marking progress of that kind, evidently the Spirit of God has regard to the point of spiritual apprehension. No one can read the second chapter of John’s first epistle without coming to that conclusion. But whether those addressed were babes, or young men, or fathers, God’s thought as to them was the same. From that point and onwards, John speaks in a general way, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us”. 

Now, I would touch upon a point in regard of Israel as to priesthood. I am going to try to make plain how we come to it in spiritual apprehension, so that it becomes really available to us, and we get the gain of it. I do not think that in our meetings we see great evidence of priesthood. We do not see such great liberty of access. Of course, there are comparatively few meetings known to me, but in the few that I know, I have not seen so much of that liberty of access which should mark priests, so that I may be borne with in attempting to shew how we avail ourselves of that which is in the mind of God with regard to us. 

Now in Israel priesthood was limited to a special family. The whole tribe of Levi were not priests; the priesthood was limited to a special family of that tribe. God took up the man most distinguished next to Moses to constitute him high priest. Moses was mediator and lawgiver, but Aaron was the high priest. He was called of God, and there never was another called of God except Christ. Aaron was a type; he was not the antitype, the reality, for, after all, Aaron was a poor, failing man; he made the golden calf. The One really called of God to priesthood is Christ; Christ did not glorify Himself to be made high priest, but was called of God, as was Aaron, the difference being that Aaron was the type, and Christ [p. 268] the reality. You get the same idea with regard to “the Head”. Adam was the head only as a figure; the reality has come; the Head of every man is Christ. 

In speaking of Israel, one point has struck me, that is, that the application of the sacrifices was general — for all the people. Any Israelite might have offered a burnt-offering; the sacrifices were free to all, they were not limited to priests. The priests offered them; but the availability of the offerings was not limited to them. The book of Leviticus is a very interesting book, for it opens up the terms on which God would be with the people, not only with the priests, because, as I said, any one might bring a burnt-offering for his acceptance, and, in a sense, the meat-offering and the peace-offering stood on the same platform. If an Israelite brought a peace-offering it was usually in connection with thanksgiving; but it was free to all the people to approach God in that way. That is an important point, and shews the distinction between the fact of acceptance and priesthood. 

In christianity you cannot run to extremes the same distinction, but you do get a distinction between the fact of acceptance through an offering and priesthood. They may belong to the same persons, but the things themselves are different. You get the principle of offering all through Scripture, from Abel onward. An Israelite might approach God with an offering; it indicated a movement of soul. A man brought his offering and was conscious that he was before God in the acceptance of it. But you have not yet got to the point of priesthood. Now, priesthood hung, to begin with, upon the calling of God. But what about Aaron’s sons? I do not think they are spoken of as being of God. Aaron alone was called of God, and his sons were originally priests by reason of being related to him. 

In the time of Ezra and Nehemiah the priests had to prove their genealogy. They could not take the ground of being called of God. If they could not prove their genealogy they were put out of the priesthood. The priesthood in the case of Aaron’s sons was the effect of being kindred to Aaron. 

I am now going to speak of the application of these things to christians. In the beginning of this chapter you do not get the thought of priesthood. Certain people are addressed by the apostle, and the ground on which he addresses them is that they had believed in God, had received His testimony. What I understand to be the testimony of God is Christ risen. It is the witness on the part of God that He has broken the dominion of death, Christ is risen, redemption has been accomplished. One man is risen, and the dominion of death has thus been broken. Those addressed had believed in God, who had raised Christ from the dead and given Him glory, and their faith and hope were in God. 

But Peter recognises another point with regard to them, that is, they were born again. The work in them had originated with God. Now he says, ‘As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby unto salvation’. What I understand by that is that in growing by the sincere milk of the word, people leave in spirit the system connected with man down here, and come into the apprehension of that system of which Christ is the Head. God has been pleased to bring into view the second Man, the true Head, and the world to come in connection with the one Man. 

I do not quite like the common idea of two men, because the first man was really the type or figure of the second Man; the second Man is the reality, and the world to come is all built up on the reality. That reality was brought into view, and the growing up unto salvation meant turning the back on the world system, coming into the reality of baptism and growing up to Christ, in whom is salvation. Salvation belongs to the system of which Christ is Head. It is in Christ Jesus. You have to change your ground. People often think to get salvation as a sort of experience in themselves. You have to recognise that salvation is in Christ, and to [p. 270] get the salvation which is in Christ you turn your back on the system which has grown up in connection with man departed from God. 

You have your face towards Christ and the system which is centred in the Sun of righteousness. Some would ask me what scripture I have for it; I answer, the apostle endured all things for the sake of the elect, that they might obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. We are saved in His life, not in our own life. We are undoubtedly confronted with two systems. No one fails to take in the idea of the world system. If you look at the newspapers — I look at them sometimes, but I dislike them — they bring the world system into view. It is a system in which man departed from God is glorified. What dominates in the world more than perhaps anything is the importance of money. I have come across people of position in the world, but I found that they were prepared to bow down to riches. People do not consider if a man is rich what that man is morally; they pay homage to the man on account of the part which he has in the mammon of unrighteousness. 

That is one system. But in Christ Jesus we have another system brought into view, the head of which is the Sun of righteousness, like the sun is the centre of the solar universe. We have a system revealed — not yet displayed — in connection with the Sun of righteousness, in which all that is perfect morally prevails — righteousness and holiness, and at the same time in which God is perfectly glorified. Whether people understand it or not the fact remains that two systems are in view, and if you come into salvation you turn your back on one and have your face towards the other, that system where only you can realise what Christ is to the glory of God, the One on whom that blessed system of glory is built up. Salvation lies there. It does not lie simply in an experience of soul, but in the apprehension of Christ Jesus. If you apprehend salvation, you apprehend it in Christ [p. 271] Jesus, the blessed Head and centre and beginning of the moral universe in which God will be glorified, and which will endure. 

The line on which I am going at this time is the line of spiritual apprehension, the apprehension of that which is available to us by the grace of God. 

Now I pass on to verses 4 and 5. We have here the thought of priesthood brought into view. The beginning of priesthood is that you have come to the Living Stone. So far as I understand this, it is by the power of attraction which is in the Living Stone. I would wish to make that clear. We get an instance of it in Peter. Peter came to the Living Stone; he was drawn, but the attraction resided in the Living Stone. At the beginning Peter was drawn to Christ by Andrew, but he was held to Christ by the attraction which was in Christ. We begin as christians by faith in the Head; there is no doubt about that. The name of the Head is presented to us, and forgiveness of sins in His name, in order to attract us to Him. Christ is the Head of every man, that forgiveness may be presented in His name to every man, and every man may be attracted to Christ. The Lord refers to this in John 12, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. 

The next step was that Christ gave to us living water, the practical result of which is to attach us to Him. You cannot have the Spirit of Christ without being attached to Him, because the Spirit is given to that end. Now the next point is that we get an apprehension of Him, we begin to apprehend the greatness of Christ, that He has ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. He is great enough to fill all things. He is the good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep, and there is goodness enough in Him to give character to every circle connected with Him. He will fill all things morally. 

The sun fills the universe with light and warmth, and that is what Christ will do; He will fill the moral [p. 272] universe with the light of God, and the love of God. Now, being thus drawn, you come to Him as the Living Stone. That means that as He is disallowed of men, you are disallowed of men. You must be in accord with Him. If He is rejected, I am rejected. If He has died, I have died; I am in accord with Him. We witness this every Lord’s day morning. I am in His rejection on the one hand, but on the other hand He is chosen of God. I apprehend Him as the One who is called of God, like Aaron; He is the one elect of God. In Psalm 110 His rejection is recognised, “Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool”. Then He is selected as priest for ever. 

Another thing is, that He is precious. In Christ you have One chosen of God, like Aaron was; on the other hand, He is precious to man. What would be the value of a priest for us if he were not precious to man? There must be a certain reciprocity between Christ and us, else you would not get the true idea of a priest. So the apostle goes on to say, Unto you which believe is the preciousness. The nation did not care for Him; they rejected Him; but to you which believe He is precious. He becomes a link as between God and us; the One who is precious to us is the One who is chosen of God. 

The early verses of the chapter do not contemplate priesthood: they contemplate the believer. There are a good many real believers who have never entered upon the ground of priesthood (I do not say that priesthood is not available to them), because they have never found salvation. Salvation is the crucial point to my mind. They have never turned their backs on the world system and got an apprehension of the system of which Christ is the Head. No christian in system knows salvation, because every system that I know of is part of the great world organisation, and any one who continues in that does not know salvation, because salvation is in Christ Jesus, and Christ Jesus will not touch the world organisation. If I have anything to say to saints, 

[p. 273] it is to put Christ Jesus and all connected with Him in the strongest contrast to the world system. Salvation is the crucial point, the bridge, so to speak. People may have believers’ meetings and all that, but that is not priesthood. When we come to that we are drawn to it by the apprehension of the preciousness of Christ and of His greatness. He went into the lower parts of the earth, as low as it was possible to go, but He has gone up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. What a contrast to all which subsists in the world as it is! 

Now I can prove my priesthood; I have my genealogy. I should say, if challenged, I am kindred to the One who is Priest; He has given me of His Spirit. I appreciate Him as the good Shepherd; He knows me and I know Him. I find delight in the thought that He is going to fill all things. Any one that has been attached by the Spirit to Christ can prove his genealogy, like the priest of the line of Aaron. If you cannot prove your genealogy you are not entitled to take up priesthood. The point at which you can do that is when you have been brought, by the Spirit, to the appreciation of Christ. How can you prove that you are kindred if you are not in accord with Him? I am in spirit outside of the world system, and set in that system of which He is the centre. When God raised Christ from the dead, He in a sense brought forth another world; the world to come was brought into view when Christ was raised. He was raised — I am risen with Him; I belong to that order of things of which He is the Head and centre. Not only am I rejected of the world, but I reject it. The friendship of the world is enmity with God. I am crucified by the cross of Christ to the world. I wish I could impress that upon all. There seems to me to be often a hankering after some sort of place in this world, and the consequence is, that saints are hindered in their apprehension of Christ, because Christ will not be connected in any way with the present order of things. We are disallowed, and should be content to be disallowed. 

[p. 274] We do not want to be recognised by the world. 

We come to the truth, too, that we are elect, chosen of God. We are kindred to Christ by His Spirit — not after the flesh. Every christian is kindred by the Spirit. A Jew might have been so after the flesh; but that no longer subsists. We arrive thus at the sense of His preciousness. Is Christ precious to you? Have you an apprehension of the greatness of Christ? As He is precious to us, we are built up a spiritual house. At the present time God would be well pleased if every christian realised the preciousness of Christ and could prove His relation to the great High Priest, that thus we might get the completely priestly company. 

Now I have a word to say with regard to consecration. I think the consecration of the priesthood really took place on the day of Pentecost. I doubt if the consecration is repeated. The consecrated company were there before God. I think a first principle of consecration is having our bodies washed with pure water. You must be in accord with the death of Christ, cleansed from the world. I do not think there can be any idea of consecration if you do not accept that. The apostles had that; they were completely clear of the world system — so clear of it that Peter had to say, “Silver and gold have I none”. I do not know anything that impresses me more with profound satisfaction than the testimony of the apostles in the beginning of Acts. They had the power of the name of the heavenly Man, but they had not silver or gold, and the power of His name could make a poor cripple perfectly sound. Do you think the world is going to be made sound or set right by silver and gold? I do not think so. It is Christ who will do it without silver and gold. Then, on the other hand, they were very conscious of being kindred to Christ. In John 20, we see them kindred to Christ; He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit”. When they began, in Acts, every one of the hundred and twenty could have proved, without any difficulty, his genealogy — [p. 275] they were kindred to Christ. Every one of them was impressed with the preciousness of Christ. Many had been in His company continually. They had true riches, gold tried in the fire. They had an idea of perfect moral excellency, that which had stood the test of the searching judgment of the altar. Christ was the righteous One, but in death He had taken the place of the unjust. He was the holy One; but when tested by the judgment of God He does not make a parade of His holiness. He confesses the holiness of God; “Thou art holy”. He was perfect in love to the Father, and yet He was forsaken of God. The righteous One, the holy One, the One who perfectly loved the Father and was perfect in obedience to the Father — He was subjected to the searching fire of the altar, and the perfectness stood the test. 

The offering was wholly consumed by the fire on the altar. One cannot doubt for a moment that the apostles had the sense of that; they had gold tried in the fire. They were rich toward God, had the sense of the tested moral excellency of Christ. A man that has that sense is rich toward God. It was not simply that they were in accord with the death and resurrection of Christ, but being rich toward God were qualified for priesthood. Their hands were full of the excellency of the One who had been offered a sacrifice to God. They had nothing else to bring to God. They had every qualification in their apprehension of things. That apprehension of Christ was of great value in the eye of God; they had that with which they could come before God with extreme acceptability. 

The consecration has taken place; but we, too, enter, so to speak, into the consecration. We are prepared for it; we come to the apprehension of Christ as rejected of men, but elect of God; we can prove our genealogy and we have true riches, in regard of God, in the apprehension of Christ, and so we take up priestly service. 

The great result is seen in the heavenly city; that will [p. 276] be entirely a priestly company. They will be perfect according to God’s glory, and perfect, too, in their appreciation of Christ. Whatever appreciation of Christ is given to us now is true riches, which stands by us for eternity. We shall carry the true riches beyond the grave. There is another point in connection with the heavenly city; that is, that it will be the light of the moral universe. Christ will be the light there, but the light will shine through the heavenly city, coming down from God. 

What constitutes the light of the heavenly city and qualifies it for priestly function is the appreciation of the moral excellency of Christ. The heavenly city will have a large place in giving character to the universe of bliss. One can see these things, and appreciate the grace and goodness of God that leads us on step by step. No one is able to take half a dozen steps at a time. We can only bear a very little progress. Each step of progress that we make demands a certain amount of disruption here, as well as a kind of readjustment of things in your own mind, and that is not easily done. People do not like to give up or modify any thought which they have entertained, and yet our thoughts have to be continually modified. People would like to go on with everything undisturbed; but you may depend upon it every step in spiritual apprehension is sure to bring about a certain amount of disturbance in the engagements and connections in which we are found. That is not altogether pleasant, and yet it must be. But it is wonderful that God should take such pains with us, and lead us on as we are able to bear it. God can teach quickly; Paul was taught quickly; the thief on the cross was taught quickly; but in a general way, we are led on in spiritual progress step by step, and it is great thing when we come to the Living Stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God and precious, and the preciousness is to us. When you come to that, you will not care for much except Christ. You will be content to work for [p. 277] your living, using the world and not making use of it as your own, but your apprehension will be of true riches. Christ has become precious to you, and you enter by the Spirit of God more and more into the blessedness of that excellency which has stood the test of the fire. What called that fire into exercise? Our condition called in the searching judgment of God, but the fire of the altar only brought out the excellency of Christ. In the appreciation of that, you enter into the consecration, and find yourself acceptable in the presence of God. The man who has that appreciation of Christ can approach God with great liberty; he comes before God in the appreciation of that which has been approved in every way of God. 

May God give us a true sense of Christ in that way, and to remember that Christ is the one Man, the Head of every man, of all principality and power, Head of the church, of the nations, of Israel — the divinely constituted Head, and everything for God is going to be developed morally from the Head; the universe will issue from Christ. May God give us an apprehension of the greatness of Christ, the One who has ascended up far above all heavens, that He might fill all things. 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2:1-10 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. [6] Because it is contained in the scripture: Behold, I lay in Zion a corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believes on him shall not be put to shame. [7] To you therefore who believe [is] the preciousness; but to the disobedient, the stone which the builders cast away as worthless, this is become head of [the] corner, [8] and a stone of stumbling and rock of offence; [who] stumble at the word, being disobedient to which also they have been appointed. [9] But *ye* [are] a chosen race, a kingly priesthood, a holy nation, a people for a possession, that ye might set forth the excellencies of him who has called you out of darkness to his wonderful light; [10] who once [were] not a people, but now God's people; who were not enjoying mercy, but now have found mercy.

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Psalms 110 (JND) [1] {Psalm of David.} Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies [as] footstool of thy feet. [2] Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. [3] Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning [shall come] to thee the dew of thy youth. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



THE WAYS OF GOD, AND HIS CALLING ON HIGH

[p. 278] THE WAYS OF GOD, AND HIS CALLING ON HIGH

Psalm 23; John 10: 1 - 18

I want to point out the difference which exists between the two distinct lines on which the Spirit of God leads us. I have no doubt that one line on which the Spirit of God leads, or which the Spirit of God teaches, is to lead our hearts into the consciousness of association with Christ where He is; and I think there is also another line on which the Spirit leads us, and that is to the understanding of all God’s ways down here. When we go to be above, we shall pass out of the scene of God’s ways. God’s ways are wrought down here. The church is to be in the secret of all God’s ways, in order that it may fulfil its proper function in regard of the world to come. “Her light was like unto a stone most precious”. That could not be the case if the church were not instructed in every way of God. That is our education. 

There is another line on which the Spirit of God conducts us, and that is into the sense of association with Christ above. The truth of our calling is that we are predestinated to be conformed to the image of God’s Son. That is brought out in Romans 8: 28 - 30. We get the thought of that passage confirmed in Hebrews 2, where you find definitely that God is bringing many sons to glory. The work of the Spirit of God is to connect our hearts with Christ, God’s Son, in glory. The Spirit is the Spirit of God’s Son, and if He is that He evidently witnesses to God’s Son, and His mission is to connect our hearts with Christ in glory, for we are predestinated “to be conformed to the image of his Son”. Hence it is of all moment that God’s Son should be known to us. Our calling is above, it is the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. That is what God has called us to. He has “blessed us with all spiritual [p. 279] blessings in heavenly places in Christ: according as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself; according to the good pleasure of his will”. I cannot conceive anything more important than that our hearts should be instructed by the Spirit of God’s Son in the knowledge of God’s Son: then it is we can understand something of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. 

That is the line the Spirit takes, and in connection with that we have access to the Father. “For through him we both”, that is, Jew and gentile, “have access by one Spirit unto the Father”. I should like for myself, and everybody here would echo it, to be led more into the knowledge of the Son of God. “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”. 

That is one line on which the Spirit of God conducts us. He is the Spirit of God’s Son to enlarge our hearts in the knowledge of God’s Son. He is the One who came out to reveal God, and He was perfectly suitable, and answered in every way to the thoughts of God. 

What I want to come to is the other line of the Spirit’s teaching, instructing the saints in the ways of God, and every way of God is taken up in the church. There are many things in which we are instructed which do not directly apply to the calling above. If I take up what we get in this chapter, the Shepherd and the sheep, that is not connected with the calling above; but it is a very important item of God’s ways down here on earth. As saints we are left on earth for the moment, and while we are left here we are led into the reality of the flock and the Shepherd. The purpose of it is that we should be so instructed in every way of God, that the light of the heavenly city may shine very bright in the world to come. I think everybody then will learn everything from the heavenly city. “Her light was like unto a stone most precious”. That could not possibly come to pass unless we are instructed by the Spirit of God in every way of God. Then we learn what fruit-bearing is. That does not apply to the calling on high in Christ Jesus, but undoubtedly to a people on earth. 

The shepherd is a great idea in Scripture. It is astonishing how continually it breaks out. Abel was a shepherd, “a keeper of sheep”. Then Moses kept the flock of Jethro, and he was being trained in that way to shepherd God’s people — the sheep of God’s flock, to lead the people through the wilderness. David was a shepherd. God took him from the sheepfolds that he might shepherd His people Israel. That will show the importance of the shepherd in Scripture. In modern ideas we should not connect a king with a shepherd, but that is the divine idea. The suitability of a king is a shepherd; it is evidenced in Moses and in David. Moses and David stand very distinctly as types of Christ, and both are types of Christ as Shepherd. In the close of Hebrews it says, “Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus”, now mark the remainder of the expression, “that great shepherd of the sheep”. That refers to a people on earth, not in heaven. It properly applies to Israel. Christ is the great Shepherd of the sheep, and Israel is Jehovah’s flock, and will have that place in time to come; but they will learn the features of this place and what is suitable to it in the heavenly city. The heavenly city is the great lesson-book to the universe. “The nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it”. You remember the expression in Ephesians 2 — “that in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace”. That is what God is going to show forth, and how? — “in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. That is what makes me say that the church will really be the great lesson-book to the universe because the church is instructed in every way of God. 

[p. 281] I want to touch on a few points in connection with the Shepherd and the sheep. It is all of great gain to us in our way down here. The Spirit of God centres our affections on the Lord Jesus on high. He came to make God known; He died for us, and the Spirit conducts us to Him on high. Then there is what Christ is to the flock on earth. That instruction is for the world to come, and it is part of our education. 

I will take up two or three thoughts in John 10: 4, “And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice”. Verse 9: “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture”. Verses 14 - 18: “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep”, etc. 

Now, so far as I understand these things, the purpose of Christ in coming here was to lead the sheep out of the fold. He was not going to leave the sheep in an enclosure. There are plenty of enclosures here at the present time. Christendom is a system of enclosures, and that is where the sheep of Christ are kept. I look upon the state church as an enclosure, and dissenting systems as enclosures too. The sheep are all mixed up with a mass of profession, and they are all provided for in enclosures; but that is not at all according to God. The Wesleyan has got his system of doctrine, to keep the sheep right and straight in that system. It is all with the idea of keeping the sheep from the wolves, keeping people sound in doctrine. All these enclosures are where the sheep are supposed to be kept secure. It was the same when Christ came, though then it was a divinely constituted fold; but Christ came into the enclosure to lead the sheep out of it. He must pass out of it Himself He came into the fold, but He could not abide in it, because He must needs die. You do not find all through this chapter that the Lord speaks of [p. 282] dying at the hand of man. It was an absolute necessity that Christ, having become Man, should die, and for the simple reason that He became Man to die. All were dead under the eye of God, and Christ became Man to die. If He dies, He leaves the enclosure; and if He leaves the enclosure, there must be an end of it. He does not come back again to establish the enclosure. He leaves the fold, and the result is that the sheep are led out of the fold. What value could there be in the fold if Christ led out of it? People in the present day have the thought that Christ is in the systems; but if Christ is out of the systems, what value can they have to man? If Christ is not in system, I would much rather be out of system. He leads the sheep out. That is not at all evangelical; there is no gospel in that. He leads the sheep out of the fold. Now He becomes the door of the sheep. That is evangelical. He found the sheep in the fold, and He led them out. There was no question of gospel preaching, but He led them out. Now He becomes the door of the sheep. “By me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture”. Where do they enter in? Not into the fold, because the Lord abolished the idea of the fold. I take it that they go in to God. What Christ came for was that by Him they might enter into the knowledge of God. The practical result of that is, “by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture”. 

I read Psalm 23 on that account. “Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want”. What is the practical result? “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters”. What is the practical result to us of the knowledge of God? We are saved, and go in and out, and find pasture. All these things are proper to the sheep. Every blessing which we enjoy down here, which is proper to the sheep, we enjoy by the knowledge of God. All the blessings of christianity are included in knowledge. The power to [p. 283] know them is by the Spirit of God, but what have you in the way of blessing but by knowledge? Our blessings are spiritual, they lie in the sense of salvation, liberty, and pasture. All are found in the knowledge of God. God has “given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness”. 

I should not be here tonight if I were not conscious that all the blessings which are proper to me, and which it is my privilege to enjoy, are by the knowledge of God. It is by the knowledge of God I am saved, and have liberty. You cannot get yourself disengaged from other things but by the knowledge of God. All liberty is by the knowledge of God. “He leadeth me beside the still waters”. I say without any hesitation that all the blessing which we are privileged to enjoy — the secret of it, the power of it, the reality of it — all lies in the knowledge of God. It is a great thing to be led by the Spirit into the knowledge of God, the knowledge of His love, His mercy, His goodness. God has no reserves in His heart. Even if discipline comes in — trials in circumstances, or sickness of the body — it is only to remove some hindrance in us in order that we may be led more distinctly into the knowledge of God. “Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord”. 

That is a very beautiful expression I quoted from 2 Peter 1. “According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness”. Why do we meditate on all God’s dealings with His people of old? Because they all instruct our hearts in God’s goodness, patience, kindness, and forbearance. We are led in that way into the knowledge of God, and we are saved, and go in and out and find pasture. That is the effect of entering in by the door. There is no way into the knowledge of God save by Christ; but if we do enter into the knowledge of God, we get the blessed consequences of it in salvation, liberty, and pasture. That is a very great thing. 

The Lord goes on to say, “The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly”. How do you think we get life, and what does life consist in? In the knowledge of God. God is known to me, His love is known to me. I know that I am superior to death and all evil by the knowledge of God. His love is witnessed in the death of Christ, and now His love is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, and that is the secret of life. Life really consists in the knowledge of divine love. We get life, and we get it very abundantly because the Son has brought to us and made plain to us the knowledge of God, and the knowledge of God’s love. “The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit which is given unto us”. 

Other points come out here. “I am the door”, etc. Then, “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep”, etc. We have got the good Shepherd, and He is the Shepherd of the sheep, and He led out of the sheepfold. He is the door of the sheep, and we go in, as I said, to God and find salvation, liberty, and pasture. Now the Lord presents Himself in a little different light, as the good Shepherd, and the good Shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. Now the Lord says, “I ... know my sheep” — that is the good Shepherd — “I ... know my sheep, and am known of mine”. That is not by learning. I want to draw your attention to the peculiarity of the knowledge. It is not by learning. Certainly the Father does not know the Son by learning, and the Son does not know the Father by learning. There was some bond between Christ and the disciples when Christ was here on earth. They knew very little about Christ; and yet the Lord says, I ‘know my sheep, and am known of mine as the Father knows me and I know the Father’. There was some kind of indescribable bond between Christ and the disciples; and so it is between Christ and ourselves. It is not a question of how much we may [p. 285] learn about Christ, but there is a kind of indescribable bond which is not gained by learning. There is that kind of knowledge which exists between Christ and the sheep. It is instinctive almost. I “know my sheep and am known of mine”, etc. I think Christ is able to touch us. Christ was able to touch the disciples. They were very unintelligent. It was very rarely that they were able to understand the words of Christ, and yet there was that indescribable bond. When Peter denied Christ we should hardly have thought that he knew Christ; yet he did, and the Lord recognised it. We find it coming out in John 21. There was an indescribable bond between Peter and Christ. “Thou knowest that I love thee”. The bond exists in affection. The secret of the knowledge lies in divinely formed affections. “As the Father knows me and I know the Father”. You might find the simplest and most unintelligent christian, and yet there is that peculiar bond between that christian and Christ. 

There is one point more — “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold (flock) and one shepherd”. Now we get another very important point which is practically learnt down here, and that is unity. Unity has a very great place in the ways of God. Unity comes out all through Scripture. When God made the man and the woman, they were to be one — “they shall be one flesh”. Then with the twelve sons of Jacob, all were to be one. You get in Psalm 133: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” God attaches very great importance to unity, and He will have unity maintained. God will have unity in the time to come in the twelve tribes of Israel. All are to be bound in one bundle under one Head. We have to keep the unity of the Spirit; it indicates really that wills disappear. There is unity in the Godhead, the Father and the Son are one; and God will have unity down here, and unity is the [p. 286] witness that the will of man disappears. As long as Jew and gentile are there, Jew and gentile will not be one. They can only be one by the practical setting aside of Jew and gentile. The Lord would have one flock and one Shepherd. There is to be a witness here by the Spirit of God that man’s will disappears. “That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. Unity was to be a witness to the world. “Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold (flock) and one shepherd”. That was to be really as a witness on the part of God down here on earth. Unity is the great witness. Nothing could have brought unity about between the Jew and the gentile but the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of God did bring it about. We find it coming out in the Acts; and unity will be witnessed in Israel. All these things apply to Israel in a kind of way — salvation, liberty, pasture, the knowledge of Christ, the flock — all is to be fulfilled in Israel in the time to come, but then they are fulfilled in a peculiar way in ourselves, and they are part of our education. The ends of the world meet in us. “Her light was like unto a stone most precious”. 

It is of great importance for us to understand what Christ is to us down here — the gain we have got by knowing Christ as the door. How far do we know Christ? He knows us as the Father knows Him and He knows the Father. It is a great point that we should appreciate that which Christ is to us down here. It is very important that unity should be maintained down here, “that the world may believe that thou hast sent me”. It was a remarkable spectacle to the world to see Jew and gentile walking together in spiritual affections. All the world knew the enmity between Jew and gentile; how could they explain their walking together? The truth was that some extraordinary power had come [p. 287] to pass which had broken down the barrier. All that came to pass in the revelation of God. How could fleshly distinctions be maintained in the light of the death of Christ, and the presence of the Spirit of God? If we can regard ourselves in the light of the death of Christ, and in the power and presence of the Spirit of God, what divergence can there be between us? If I see the assertion of will on the part of the saints, they are not in the light of the death of Christ, they are not in the consciousness of the love expressed in the death of Christ. What a wonderful thing it will be when Israel is restored — they have been split into two great parts. What a wonderful thing when they come together, when they are joined into one stick under one Head! What a witness it will be to the power and grace of God in the midst of the world. We are to be a witness to that unity in the power of the Spirit. 

What I would press on you is that we should not be content with the mere letter, but that we should get the reality of things, and when I speak of the reality of things, I mean the Shepherd and the sheep. He knows us, and we know Him. How far are we affected by that? 

The disciples did not read many books when Christ was with them. They did not want to be entertained with literature; they did not want relaxation of mind. Christ was enough for them. It grieves me to see the number of things you find saints turning to for occupation of mind. It rather seems as if Christ were not enough for them. Christ should be enough for us. Everything else should be secondary and subordinate, and really governed by Christ — all should be tending to the knowledge of Christ. I “know my sheep and am known of mine”, etc., and all goes on to this, that you get unity maintained here amongst the saints. Christ was their bond, and Christ is our bond; and so it is that unity is maintained in spiritual affections one with another. I want you not simply to read this chapter as a very beautiful chapter. Do not rest content with that, 

[p. 288] for that is not the work of the Spirit of God. The Spirit of God will not leave you simply to admire. Do not stop there — the point is not simply to admire, but to adopt these things; what I mean is, to be led into the truth and reality of them by the Spirit of God. 

It becomes an extremely important item in our education as to the place the church will fill in the time to come. It is a point of transcendent beauty that her light is like unto a stone most precious, because she is so instructed in every way of God. The ends of the earth meet in the church. She takes up all that is past, and will take in all that is to come. 

The purpose of divine teaching is that we should be in the reality of these things, not only that we should admire them as very beautiful lessons to be learnt, but that we should adopt them. Christ, as Shepherd, is a great reality to us, and we are His sheep to follow Christ down here. Then if we follow Christ, we turn our back on a very great many things in the world, and a very great many false shepherds in the world. It is a wonderful thing to be brought out of the fold, and to find every blessing in the knowledge of God. We do not want to be kept in an enclosure; in the knowledge of God we are led into every blessing. Everything accrues to the christian by the knowledge of God. He has “given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue”. 


Scripture references

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

John 10:1-18 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. …

Romans 8:28-30 (JND) [28] But we *do* know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to purpose. [29] Because whom he has foreknown, he has also predestinated [to be] conformed to the image of his Son, so that he should be [the] firstborn among many brethren. [30] But whom he has predestinated, these also he has called; and whom he has called, these also he has justified; but whom he has justified, these also he has glorified.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

John 10:4 (JND) [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice.

Psalms 23 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. …

2 Peter 1 (JND) [1] Simon Peter, bondman and apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have received like precious faith with us through [the] righteousness of our God and Saviour Jesus Christ: [2] Grace and peace be multiplied to you in [the] knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. [3] As his divine power has given to us all things which relate to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that has called us by glory and virtue, …

John 21 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus manifested himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias. And he manifested [himself] thus. [2] There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael who was of Cana of Galilee, and the [sons] of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. [3] Simon Peter says to them, I go to fish. They say to him, We also come with thee. They went forth, and went on board, and that night took nothing. …

Psalms 133 (JND) [1] {A Song of degrees. Of David.} Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [2] Like the precious oil upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, upon Aaron's beard, that ran down to the hem of his garments; [3] As the dew of Hermon that descendeth on the mountains of Zion; for there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, life for evermore. …



MOSES A TYPE OF CHRIST AS DELIVERER

[p. 289] MOSES A TYPE OF CHRIST AS DELIVERER

Hebrews 11: 8 - 30

There are certain men who stand out in a very remarkable way in the history of God’s dealings. We seem in a kind of way to know them well. God has presented them to us in such a way that we seem to be well acquainted with them, such as Abraham and Moses and David. I am going to speak especially of Moses, and about the history of Moses; it is only what Moses is in the ways of God that is of interest to me. 

When I come to these men, such as Abraham and Moses, all connected with them is of very great interest, because the ways of God are bound up with what they did, especially with Moses. 

I just touch for a moment on Abraham. It is very interesting to see in times gone by how God was foreshadowing all that was to come out. That is the great interest of the Old Testament — “Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we, through patience and comfort of the scriptures, might have hope”. No one can understand the Old Testament except in the light of Christ. In the Old Testament you get detail. If you want to get the great principles of things, you have to come to the New Testament. The New Testament is far greater than the Old, because it gives all the principles of things. 

Abraham stands out as a witness to us of the heavenly man; he is a pilgrim and a stranger. He was that because he was a heavenly man, and he was the witness to a commonwealth above. He looked for a city and sought a country. When you put together a city and a country, you get a commonwealth. That is what Abraham was a witness to. He was called out of his own land, he had no part in any commonwealth below, but he was a witness to a commonwealth above. “He [p. 290] looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God”. He was a witness in the ways of God to a commonwealth in heaven. That is what God will bring to pass in due time, a city and a country. That is what Abraham sought, and the practical result was that he was a stranger and pilgrim below. It is very wonderful that God should have had a witness to that so early, but there it is. And then he is a witness to resurrection. He gave up his son, Isaac, and then in a figure received him from the dead. Where is the city and the country if there is no resurrection? The very fact of there being a city and country above shows there is resurrection. Man is not translated above until there is resurrection, or what is equivalent to it. To get the thought of a city and country above, you must have resurrection. It is set forth in Abraham. 

In Moses you get another thing. He comes in on the line of deliverer. There were other deliverers. Abraham was employed as a deliverer to deliver Lot. Joseph was employed as a preserver of life. Moses comes in on that line; he was employed of God to destroy the world power, and in that way he becomes a striking type of Christ. Moses was employed to destroy Pharaoh and his power, in order that the people of God should be delivered and brought into the land of promise. That is what he represents to us. As I said before, I take up Moses more particularly because he presents to us a very striking type of Christ. Pharaoh represents the great world power that held in bondage the seed of Abraham, and Moses is employed as deliverer to set them free that they might serve God. God would not be served by a people in bondage to the world power, so He said to Pharaoh, “Let my people go, that they may serve me”; but He had a further thought than that, He wanted to bring in and plant them in the mountain of His inheritance. They were to be brought in to the place which the Lord had made for Him to dwell in, into the sanctuary which His hands had established. That is [p. 291] what Moses was employed for. 

There are two or three points I want to touch on. To begin with the discipline of Moses: it comes out in this passage Hebrews 11: 24 - 27. We get two things here with regard to Moses. The first is that he refused Egypt, and then he forsook Egypt. Things generally follow pretty much in that order. If he had not refused Egypt, he would not have forsaken Egypt. He had a status in Egypt. He refused Egypt, and then he forsook Egypt. He braved the wrath of the king. It brought about the destruction of Pharaoh and his host. That is the case in a certain sense with regard to Christ Himself. He refused Egypt and all the glory of man. Then he forsook Egypt. 

I will say a word or two with regard to the first. He “refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season”. He would not have any part in the world system, or the world’s glory. He esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward”. That is a very remarkable word to be used more than a thousand years before Christ came — “the reproach of Christ”. Moses preferred to be identified with the suffering people of God. He would not have any part in Egypt. He felt that moral glory was to be identified with the suffering people of God. He esteemed “the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt”. Can any one doubt that he is going to get the recompense of the reward? If he was content to be identified with the reproach of Christ, he will get the recompense of Christ. If he was identified with the people in bondage, he will be identified with Christ in glory. He refused Egypt, and he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. I take it that that was when he was leading the people out. He forsook Egypt with the people of God. He led them out, not fearing the wrath of the king. It ended in the [p. 292] destruction of Pharaoh and his host; they were swallowed up in the Red Sea. They assayed to follow the children of Israel into the Red Sea, and they were drowned. That was the end. 

Moses in a kind of way fails as a type, because he never brought the people in. He brought them out and brought them to God, but he never brought the people in. It is a remarkable thing that no allusion is made here to Joshua. Moses failed, and had to die in the wilderness, and God had to employ another man to bring the people in. That is why Moses falls short as a type of Christ. If you want to get a complete type of Christ, you must put Moses and Joshua together. 

I want now to pass on to Christ, and see how these principles come out in Him. Christ has undertaken to bring the people out that they may serve God, but at the same time to bring the people into the land of promise. Christ does not fail. He brings the people out and He brings them in. I want to make it plain that the people are brought out and brought in. The thought of God is not merely to bring a people out, but to bring them in. I wish I could bring that home to you. God’s purpose is to bring us in, and the means or instrument by which God brings us out and brings us in is Christ. 

I take up a thought or two with regard to Christ. When Christ came to earth He came as a Saviour, as a Deliverer. That is why Christ came here. There was another thing about the Lord. He came into Egypt, and He refused Egypt. All the world into which He came was Egypt. The Jews were no better than the world. Christ came into Egypt, but He refused Egypt, He refused the world. He was carried down into Egypt that it might be fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt have I called my son”; but He refused Egypt. I look upon Egypt as a type of the world and all its glory. You will remember the temptation of the devil, when he took the Lord “up into an exceeding high mountain” and showed “him all the kingdoms of [p. 293] the world, and the glory of them”. The Lord refused all the glory of the world. He said unto him, “Get thee hence, Satan”. 

It is equally true that Christ forsook Egypt. He left the fold. That is brought out in John 10. The Shepherd went before the sheep; He left the fold in order to take the sheep out of the fold. I want to speak a word or two with regard to the ministry of Christ on earth. Every one saw that He did wonderful things — that was evident enough; but it was equally evident that in thought and spirit He was completely outside the world. His brethren said, “If thou do these things, show thyself to the world”. They recognised that He did wonderful things. “Jesus said unto them, My time is not yet come”. He did wonderful things, “healing all that were oppressed of the devil: for God was with him”; but He was entirely outside all the system of this world’s glory. He was a Stranger here, entirely outside all the present course of things. 

There was another thing. He was the point of attraction. There was something about the Lord down here on earth, which drew people to Him. All sorts of people were drawn to Him. Joseph and Nicodemus were not amongst the poor, but the cultured. So, too, women were drawn to Him. He was the point of attraction here on earth. It was not only that virtue went out of Him; but He was the point of attraction. I will just read a verse in Luke 8 which will serve to show it (verses 1 - 3). It is plain enough that all these people had been attracted to Christ; they were drawn to Christ outside of the world. They ministered to Him in the world, but morally He was outside the world. The proof of that is plain enough, because when Christ was dead and risen, you find all these people gathered together in an upper room. It is plain enough they were outside the world. The effect of the influence of Christ here on earth was to attract to Himself, but they were attracted to Him outside this world. “Now is the judgment [p. 294] of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. As I said, He refused Egypt, and in a sense, He forsook Egypt, but He was the point of attraction. He drew to Himself, or rather the Father drew to Him, but those who were attracted to Him were delivered from the world system and the bondage of it. 

In the Lord’s ministry here below His thought was to be a Deliverer. In that way He was the antitype of Moses. I refer again to John 12, He presents Himself as lifted up from the earth as a point of attraction in contrast to the world which comes under judgment. A great many people have a difficulty in discerning where the world is. The difficulty at the present time is that the world is no longer heathen, nor Jewish, but christianised. I will give you an idea which makes it clear to me what the world is. It is a system of glory built up which is not according to God. Do you see God glorified down here? It is the place where man is glorified. All the great principles of the world are “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life”. The world system is where death reigns: sin is reigning unto death. If I apply these tests there is not much difficulty in discerning where the world is. The principles of lawlessness are to be developed in christendom; the man of sin is to arise in christendom. Protestantism will drop down to the level of the world; and on the other hand, popery will ride the beast. 

My point is this, that the very thought and purpose of Christ at the present time is to deliver people from this present evil world. “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. How is it that Christ delivers people from this present evil world, and how does He bring them to the land of promise? With regard to Israel, how was it that they were brought through the Red Sea? Because they were attached to Moses, and had they not been they would never have been brought through the Red Sea. Their deliverance [p. 295] through the Red Sea depended on Moses. How were they delivered from the power of Pharaoh? Pharaoh was swallowed up in the Red Sea. Really the secret of it was their being baptised to Moses. How do you think we are delivered from Pharaoh and his host, for no one will deny that we have what answers to Pharaoh and his host around us today? I think it is by attachment to Christ. How is attachment brought about? In the recognition that He died for us and rose again. Christ came down from heaven and became Man according to the demands of divine love. It is in the appropriation of Christ who died for us and rose again that we become attached to Christ. It is by being attached to Christ, like Israel was attached to Moses, that we get deliverance from Pharaoh. I will tell you how it works: the one who apprehends that Christ died for him and rose again is attached to Christ by the Spirit of Christ. All kinds of temptations come to that person — the thought of how much he is losing — his position — his friends. All that comes from the god of this world trying to overwhelm that person, as thus losing opportunities for privileges and the enjoyment of pleasures in this world. What is your answer to it? How are you able to stand against it? By attachment to Christ. I am attached to Christ, and I gain a great deal more than I can lose — “an hundred-fold now in this time”. That is a great thing, because I see deliverance thus from the world system. I do not think any other thing will save us from the world system. In my own case I was not insensible to how much I was losing; it was pressed home pretty much on me, but the thing was answered by attachment of heart to Christ, and I feel I have gained very much more than I have lost. The things are not to be compared for a moment. The things I have lost are nothing but dung and dross, and I have gained infinitely more. Every one will be prepared to admit that who is attached to Christ — “he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, 

[p. 296] but unto him which died for them, and rose again”. 

I go a point further. Attachment to Christ brings you to the promised land. I do not believe any person ever gets into the promised land at the present time except by attachment to Christ, Ephesians 3: 14 - 19. I will tell you what enables me to understand that prayer. It is the thought of a husband and his wife — an absent husband and a faithful wife. The absent husband dwells in the heart of the faithful wife, and it is by that that the wife is able to enter into the whole range of the husband’s interests. Her intelligence will be greatly quickened, and she will be able to understand all her husband’s concerns. It is the case with us down here. The apostle prays “that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” — that Christ might have the supreme place in our affections. He is the absent Bridegroom, and He dwells in the heart of the bride. What is the effect? “That ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height” — to discover the whole expanse of the land of promise. The way to intelligence is attachment. When Christ dwells in the heart by faith you have very great ability to understand the breadth, and length, and depth, and height. It is really by attachment that we enter the land of promise. I do not think we shall get to heaven until Christ comes to fetch us there. Attachment to Christ is that by which I am delivered from the world’s power; I live to Him who loved me and gave Himself for me; and it is by the same power of attachment to Christ that I am led into the land of promise. I can view the whole extent of the land. 

There are two other things that I want to touch upon. You will come into conflict with things down here. There are very few who have not to meet conflict or persecution in some way. You will not meet that by your attachment to Christ, but by Christ’s attachment to [p. 297] you. I turn to a verse in Romans 8 which may serve to impress it upon you — “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us”. Just think of those things, tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword. You see the apostle had been exposed to every one of these things. There are very few of us who are not exposed in some measure or other to tribulation or distress, to something which would come in to shake our confidence in God. “In all these things we are more than conquerors, through him that loved us”. The Lord knows we are exposed to many things which tend to shake our confidence, and we get His priestly care for us, and His love so that we are more than conquerors. You get it in the case of Peter. The Lord knew how Peter would be exposed, and that it might lead him to despair, and he prayed for him. Even Peter became more than conqueror through Him that loved him. The very man who was cowed in the high priest’s palace and denied the Lord, was afterwards bold in confessing Him. 

It is by attachment to Christ that we are delivered from the world power, and led into the land of promise, but attachment will not take us to heaven. If it is a question of conflict we want priestly help, and if it is a question of going to heaven we want somebody to take us there. It is Christ’s love to us that takes us to heaven. That is brought out in John 14. That which comes out in the beginning of that chapter is the proof and expression of Christ’s love to the disciples. Did you ever think that Christ loved the disciples? I am sure you have. They were very dull and unintelligent, but they had one thing: they were attached to Christ. It was because there was an indescribable power of attraction [p. 298] in Christ which drew people to Him. But the Lord loved them. Just think what a wonderful thing it was that the Lord had pleasure in their company. “I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto me; that ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom”. It is most wonderful to me, and beautiful, too, to see that the Lord had delight and pleasure in the company of the disciples. If they loved Him, He loved them, and “unto the end”. It was because of that love to them that He would come again and receive them unto Himself He says, “I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”. Undoubtedly no one can question that that was the expression of His affection to His disciples, and if it is the expression of His affection to them, undoubtedly it is the expression of His affection to us. The Lord says in John 17: “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word”. 

Attachment to Christ will undoubtedly bring about deliverance of soul from the world’s power; and attachment to Christ is the secret of entering the land of promise, but you want something more to enable you to stand in the presence of conflict here. Attachment to Christ will hardly take you to heaven, but Christ will come and take us to Himself that where He is there we may be also. These things prove that Christ is a great Deliverer. We look for Christ as Deliverer. “There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob”. He will come out as Deliverer. 

I have only spoken of things of which we have experience. I trust that all here have attachment of heart to Christ, that we have all proved the reality of attachment to Christ. It is a great place that Christ gets in the heart the more I am delivered from the world, and the god and prince of it. I have not a less sense of the god and prince [p. 299] of the world than I had forty years ago; I have a greater sense, but it is through attachment to Christ. I have the power to live to Him, and it is through attachment to Him. I know the love of Christ which passes knowledge. It is very wonderful that having Christ dwelling in the heart by faith, we can enter into all the expanse of the divine thoughts, into that scene in which God will be glorified. “Our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ”. 

I only wanted to bring before you what Christ is, and the very spirit and principle of Christ is the destruction of the world power. As long as the world power abides here, we are free from it by attachment of heart to Christ, and by the same attachment we are led into the blessed expanse of that scene where God will be glorified, and of which the centre is Christ, who is the blessed Sun of righteousness. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 11:8-30 (JND) [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise; [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor. [11] By faith also Sarah herself received strength for [the] conception of seed, and [that] beyond a seasonable age; since she counted him faithful who promised. [12] Wherefore also there have been born of one, and that of one become dead, even as the stars of heaven in multitude, and as the countless sand which [is] by the sea shore. [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. [14] For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek [their] country. [15] And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city. [17] By faith Abraham, [when] tried, offered up Isaac, and he who had received to himself the promises offered up his only begotten [son], [18] as to whom it had been said, In Isaac shall thy seed be called: [19] counting that God [was] able to raise [him] even from among [the] dead, whence also he received him in a figure. …

Hebrews 11:24-27 (JND) [24] By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharaoh's daughter; [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense. [27] By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he persevered, as seeing him who is invisible.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

Luke 8 (JND) [1] And it came to pass afterwards that *he* went through [the country] city by city, and village by village, preaching and announcing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God; and the twelve [were] with him, [2] and certain women who had been healed of wicked spirits and infirmities, Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, [3] and Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many others, who ministered to him of their substance. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Ephesians 3:14-19 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

[p. 300] THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

John 20: 17 - 24

I had a desire, beloved brethren, in continuation of what has been before us, to bring before you the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. While it is possible (and I speak in self-condemnation in that sense) to say a great deal about the position and standing of christians, what really tends to growth is the ministration of Jesus Christ. As the apostle says: “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ”. The ministration of Christ was thus the means, by the power of the Spirit of God, of practical growth in the saints. 

When you come to the practical side of things every one must begin small. You may get a commission, as we have heard, and you cannot improve it. It is just as good at the beginning as at the end, but practically we must begin small. I admit the difference between Paul and John. John presents the things in their nature. Paul presents them in their application. Therefore, in Paul, as I said, we all begin small; we all begin as babes. It is not the condition in which we are to remain; he does not for a moment contemplate that, but he says, “Whom we preach ... that we may present every man perfect in Christ”, or literally, full grown in Christ. There is the ministration, the presentation of the grace of Christ, that we may grow up into Him in all things, as we read elsewhere, that we, holding the truth in love, may grow up to Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ. 

I just want to allude to two or three passages in John’s gospel, and would to God I could bring them before you in the unction of the Holy Spirit, so as to illustrate the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. I could not convey to anyone the sense, poor as it is, which I have of the [p. 301] grace that is presented to us in His Person, especially in the gospel of John. Every one, I think, must be alive to this, that Christ is presented in a very peculiar way in John’s gospel. How entirely the gospel presents Him as One morally outside this world! The world is looked upon as reprobate. “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not”. He was a heavenly stranger here upon this earth, but He was also the “Son of man which is in heaven”. There was a scene where He was at home. The purely human side is not prominent in John. He presents One who was a real Man, but as outside this world — actually in this world, making the Father known, declaring His name, ministering grace in the most blessed way, but as to Himself, morally outside the world; and more than that, the effect of the testimony He presented was to draw souls to Himself outside this world. There was an internal work of grace going on, the Father drawing souls to Christ; as He says, “No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him”. 

I would rather only suggest, and leave every one to work it out for himself, but we will turn to one or two scriptures, and first, John 2: 9 - 11. Now, beloved brethren, we are not here on heavenly ground, that is certain, but we get a wonderful expression of the grace of Christ. The first thing brought before us is, that man’s resources, even at best, run out; then it is Christ comes in; the water of purification is turned into the wine of joy. It is an earthly scene pictured before us, but who is it brings it in? It is Christ. And there is another thing, He “manifested forth his glory”, and the effect was the confirmation of the faith of His disciples. There we get, to begin with, a sample of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. No doubt every one knows that the scene has a dispensational character — it points on to the future, but it proves, even with regard [p. 302] to the earth and the hopes of Israel, that they are dependent entirely on what Christ shall bring. Man’s resources will run out, and, after all, it is the water of purification that is turned by the power of Christ into the wine of joy. “This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him”. 

It is wonderful and beautiful! There is a great deal more in believing than we sometimes think. In John it is not simply believing certain things about Him, but if I believe in a Person I commit myself to Him. We read in this same chapter: “Jesus did not commit himself unto them, because he knew all men”. The disciples committed themselves to Him. It is a great thing to commit yourself to Christ. The more you go on the more you have confidence in Christ. It is like saying, I believe in Christ; He is the One for me. 

Just a word on chapter 3: 13. “No man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven”. That verse, beloved brethren, conveys a very great deal to me, since as a matter of fact the Son of man was bodily present on earth. He says, at the close of chapter 1, “Henceforth ye shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of man”. But in chapter 3 I get another idea connected with the Son of man, and that is “the Son of man which is in heaven”. There could be nothing more marvellous. I can understand the Son of man on earth, the object of the attendance of heaven; but here it is the Son of man in heaven. The contrast, I doubt not, is to man in paradise. Man was there innocent, perfect as God made him; but now I get the Son of man which is in heaven. There is a vast deal connected with it. He is the object of affection in heaven; not there for a moment, but the place where He is at home, the object of supreme affection and delight. That is what He was, though bodily present on earth. Man might reject Him here, but could [p. 303] not alter what He was in heaven. I wish we could lay that to heart, and see the wonderful thing that had come to pass in the very fact of the Son of God having become Man. Then He goes on to speak of the Son of man being lifted up from the earth. 

I turn now to chapter 6: 32, 33: “my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world”. Here we get another thought of grace connected with His Person. The Jews referred to Moses because they regarded themselves as a people of privilege, and had eaten the manna in the wilderness. Now the Lord gives them another truth: “Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven”. Because His business was to make known to them the grace of the Father. “The bread of God is he which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto the world”. We have seen Him as the One who brings in the wine of joy; then we find He is the Son of man which is in heaven; and then the bread of God come down to give life to the world, where there was no life, where all was death. The whole thing originates in heaven. He is the revelation of grace; the living bread come down from heaven to give life to the world is the revelation of grace where all was barren, everything dry, no moisture here. He comes down according to the grace and thought of the Father, and gives life to the world. What He brings before us is how the whole thing originates in heaven in the heart of the Father, and the Son comes to effect these purposes of blessing, these thoughts of love. It is heavenly grace which is to support man down here in life. It is not people taken straight away to heaven, but man down here upon the earth. Man supported here of God in the power of heavenly grace. 

The whole idea in this chapter is, that it is a dependent life. I am supported by grace that comes down from heaven. (Another thought comes out namely, of [p. 304] deliverance, but I do not dwell upon that.) The Lord says later on in the chapter: “he that eateth me, even he shall live by me”. I am sustained by that living grace come down from heaven. But the point in my mind is to bring before you the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the whole thing originating in the heart of the Father, and the Son the way of its communication. 

I pass on now to the chapter I read, 20: 17, “Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God”. We have a great deal here; redemption is accomplished. And we have here the Lord, not simply morally outside this world, but, as I might say, actually outside it — though He was not yet in heaven, but you cannot connect the risen Man with this world. As having come down from heaven He was always morally outside this world, but now was actually so: but the link was not broken between Himself and His own. Not a bit! They were to be associated with Him as He is. He makes known to them the grace come down from heaven, the full effect and result of what He had wrought for them, the full consequences of redemption — the source of all being the heart of the Father, and the Son, who came to accomplish the Father’s will, having done all that was needed to bring them into His own place before the Father. He Himself announces to them the full consequence and result of redemption. “I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”. His place was theirs. No distance now, all is gone in His death. Not only were they justified in the place where they had been guilty, but all that stood between God and them had been removed in His death, and His place as Man before God was theirs. He would not hold back anything. That was the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ! It is a wonderful thing! We do not understand giving in such sense as that. Our hearts are so narrow, so selfish; we poorly [p. 305] understand it. Everything comes from above, nothing from beneath. Everything was accomplished according to what He knew to be needful. Now He places them along with Himself, as near to His Father and God as He was Himself. It is of interest that we get all brought out here, apart from any question of the Holy Spirit; that is, apart from the question of realisation on their side. It is all His own grace. I have no doubt He gave them a sense of it before the Holy Spirit came down at all. Who is to sustain us in it? We are before His Father and His God, and who is to sustain us there but Himself? That I doubt not is the idea in John 6, “he that eateth me, even he shall live by me”. He speaks of it here, apart from the question of realisation on the part of the disciples. It is the fruit of grace and the redemption He has accomplished for us. Look at the announcement to Mary. He does not delay after He is risen. The Lord knows her, calls her by name, she responds at once, and He makes her the messenger to His disciples — “Go to my brethren”. He owns them; He does not wait for them to own Him. ‘Go and tell them the consequences of what I have accomplished; they are placed in the presence of God according to what I am’. That is the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I ask any one here, is it not the most marvellous and striking contrast to all the selfishness of our own hearts? I do not know how to impress it upon you, I know it so little; but I would press upon you the grace of Christ, the Bread of God which came down from heaven. Spiritually the disciples were very small in stature, but we get the “commission”. You cannot improve upon that. You cannot add to relationship; “my brethren” in relationship with Christ and with the Father. However little they might realise it, there can be no improvement upon it. 

Then in verses 18 and 19 we get another truth of all moment. Jesus comes into the assembly. I am not dogmatising, but I am bold to say I believe the assembly [p. 306] was here. They were gathered by the testimony to Christ’s resurrection. Their tendency was to scatter after His death, but they were gathered by the testimony to the resurrection. Shut off from the world, in the upper room where the doors were closed, Jesus comes into the midst and His presence gives us the assembly. I am alive to the position of things; the Holy Spirit was not here, the body was not formed, but here was Christ’s assembly. There was the Lord; He called them; they were brought together by the testimony to His resurrection. He was in their midst. It was the assembly in pattern. I delight in it because every point of grace is brought before us in its distinctness in connection with Christ Himself, and apart from any question of realisation. First, “Go to my brethren”, and then, “In the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee”. Other truths in connection with the church were not brought to pass yet; but it was Christ’s assembly, the place where He was supreme and pre-eminent, the place where He made known His pleasure, and there they get their mission. He sends them out. “As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you”. And then it is He says, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit”. The Holy Spirit is another fruit of redemption. The first-fruit is relationship; the second the assembly; the third is the communication to them of the Holy Spirit. A most important point, because in connection with that comes in the whole question of realisation. It is in connection with sending them forth that He breathes on them and says, “Receive ye the Holy Spirit”. As long as He was with them the Holy Spirit could not come. I think it is in connection with the Holy Spirit that we get the whole formative process. All that goes on subjectively in the believer is in the power of the Holy Spirit. “He that eateth me, even he shall live by me”. It is by the Holy Spirit that this goes on, that Christ is assimilated, that deliverance is realised, and we are practically formed by the power of the Spirit in the [p. 307] affections and thoughts and feelings of Christ Himself. That is the process that goes on in us by the power of the Holy Spirit. Those the Lord speaks to here had received His word, were already clean, but all the things brought out here were the consequence of the redemption He had accomplished; relationship with His Father and with His God, association with Himself, now in the presence of the Father. 

We are in the world still in a sense, but in the power of the Holy Spirit we may say we are outside the course of things here, because we are connected with this wondrous Person who is actually outside and who has made known to us the Father’s heart of grace and the wondrous grace of His own Person. As I said before, we all begin small. We need to feed on Christ that Christ may be assimilated in us, that thus we may grow by Him. We need, too, to realise the perfect deliverance Christ has wrought for us. Now He has removed every bit of distance between God and us. We need to enter into it as part of the redemption that He has accomplished. We have not only the “upper springs”, Christ up there, but also the “nether springs” — what answers in us to every movement of the heart of Christ. No doubt the Holy Spirit is in us the servant of Christ. 

I readily own that I feel myself very defective in the ability to minister Christ to the saints, to communicate to the hearts of the saints a sense of the blessed grace Christ has brought down from heaven. With regard to the blessing of Israel in the future, I believe this will be just as true in principle as now. Now it is grace come down from heaven to lift us up to heaven. Not actually yet, but while down here in the world, that we should find ourselves by the power of the Holy Spirit in faith in these heavenly things, the objects of the Father’s affections as the Son is Himself. As He says, “That the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them”. 


Scripture references

John 20:17-24 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you. [20] And having said this, he shewed to them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced therefore, having seen the Lord. [21] [Jesus] said therefore again to them, Peace [be] to you: as the Father sent me forth, I also send you. [22] And having said this, he breathed into [them], and says to them, Receive [the] Holy Spirit: [23] whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted to them; whose soever [sins] ye retain, they are retained. [24] But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

John 2:9-11 (JND) [9] But when the feast-master had tasted the water which had been made wine (and knew not whence it was, but the servants knew who drew the water), the feast-master calls the bridegroom, [10] and says to him, Every man sets on first the good wine, and when [men] have well drunk, then the inferior; thou hast kept the good wine till now. [11] This beginning of signs did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …



THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HAS MADE US FREE

[p. 308] THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HAS MADE US FREE

Galatians 3: 23 - 29; Galatians 4: 1 - 31; Galatians 5: 1

There are two thoughts that come together in the latter part of the passage that I have read. The children of promise are children of the freewoman. The children of the flesh are children of the bondwoman, but the children of promise — like Isaac, for he was the child of promise — are children of the freewoman. 

I will say a few words about the children of promise, and then about that with which they are connected. They are the children of the freewoman. I want to shew you, if I can, what it is that brings us into christian liberty — I think the greater part of saints very poorly enjoy liberty. The apostle says, “Stand fast ... in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free”. That is the end and object of what the apostle brought before them. 

The apostle brings before us here the secret of liberty in the mother of whom we are begotten. I can understand the contrast to it in Ishmael. Ishmael took his character from his mother, who was a bondwoman. I have no doubt that he became an Ishmaelite from his mother: his hand against every man, and every man’s hand against him. That kind of man is really in bondage, knows nothing of true liberty. Nor did he know much of dwelling in a house or of being at home. He was the son of the bondwoman and took character from his mother. 

On the other hand, Isaac, being the child of promise, was the child of the freewoman, and he too took his character from his mother. Sarah was Abraham’s wife, and Isaac was brought up under the influence of his mother. A man takes character from his mother, though not perhaps ability. You will rarely in the world [p. 309] see children of character if they have not a mother of character. You can readily understand this. While character is being formed children are thrown so much in contact with their mother, that it is no wonder if they take character from her. So it was with Isaac, and so with Ishmael and so with us as christians. “Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother”. As christians we take our character from the testimony presented to us, and the character we derive from that testimony is practically liberty. Jerusalem below was in bondage with her children, they were begotten of that system. The mother was in bondage, and so too her children. They took their character from their mother, as did Ishmael from his mother; but Jerusalem above, which is our mother, is free. It has that character like Sarah. 

The secret why so many christians are not in the enjoyment of liberty is probably because they have not been sufficiently affected by the testimony. 

I was lately speaking to some one with regard to special meetings in London for young men, and the observation was made that, whatever subject might be before them conversation eventually came round to the question of deliverance. I can very well understand this. You get together young men who have been converted, but they are not in the enjoyment of liberty. My impression is that they have never as yet taken character from their true mother, they have not yet been sufficiently affected by the testimony. Had it been so they would be in the enjoyment of liberty. 

The Galatians had not taken character, were not in liberty. That is why the apostle brings this subject before them, and at the end he says, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”. That is the admonition. What a sorrowful thing to see these Galatians, who had begun in the Spirit, now turned away from the testimony — for that is what had taken place. Turning from the testimony and going back to [p. 310] some past testimony — it had a most mischievous effect. How do you think you can at the present time connect the thought of liberty with a christian in the Church of England? He never goes to church without repeating the ten commandments and prays over and over again, ‘Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this law’. How can christians brought up in such associations be in the enjoyment of liberty? They too have gone back to a past testimony, and they take their character from it, and are consequently legal; and if legal, as sure as possible they are worldly. The two things are bound to go together, legality and worldliness. Legality recognises the world and men as they are; not the world to come. If we do not live in the light of that we are legal, and because legal we are worldly. 

Now, as to the children of promise, I understand that they are the children of God’s purpose. Isaac was the child of purpose, and therefore the child of promise. Since the time of Abraham God has always been acting on that principle of sovereignty. It is declared in Romans 9, Romans 10. There were two children of Abraham — and if the principle of sovereignty had not been acted on Ishmael would have had part with Isaac, for he was the son of Abraham after the flesh. Had it not been for the principle of sovereignty the same would have been the case with Esau and Jacob. But God chose Jacob. He says, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated”. Israel could not complain of that principle, for they were the children of Isaac and Jacob, and it was the principle on which Ishmael and Esau had been rejected. Isaac and Jacob were the children of promise. 

The first thing, then, that comes out here is, that christians are the children of promise, that is, the children of God’s purpose. If you refer to the previous chapter you will see that “before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by [p. 311] faith. But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus”. That is the way in which faith brings us into the light of God’s purpose. In that light we are God’s children through faith. Law had had its place up to a certain time. It was a schoolmaster up to Christ, but the divine purpose in Christ is revealed for faith, and according to that we are the sons of God. We have a place before God according to His purpose. I could say to any christian, You are a son of God according to His purpose. You may not have entered much into it, but it belongs to you according to God’s purpose. When God reveals His purpose it belongs to me. Time was when it was not known, but now it is revealed in Christ, and therefore I appropriate it. It is not a question of progress or attainment, but of relationship. We have passed the law and have got into the light of faith, and have apprehended by faith the expression in Christ of God’s purpose. God is bringing many sons to glory, and His purpose in regard of them has its expression in Christ. 

You have a picture of this in Matthew 14 where the Lord encourages Peter to leave the boat to go to Himself. The picture is not completed till chapter 16. As far as I see, Peter did not reach Christ in his soul till then. In chapter 16 Peter reaches Christ by the revelation of the Father. He confesses Christ: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. Peter apprehends Christ in that light as the blessed expression of the purpose of God, and in answer to that the Lord says: “thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it”. 

The fact is, that the assembly is really built on the truth of sonship, and the light of sonship is come out in Christ. God has been pleased to reveal to us in Christ what sonship means — we could not understand it otherwise-it could not have been fully expressed otherwise. You may get the name in the Old Testament, as, for instance, “Israel is my son, my firstborn”: and so “out of Egypt have I called my son”; but this will not give you a true idea of sonship. It is vain to talk of sonship apart from affection. If sonship is revealed it is in One who is the object of the Father’s affection. That is how the Father revealed Christ to Peter, and Peter confesses Him as “the Son of the living God”, and the Lord says, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church”. Christ was the object of the Father, and He was an object to Peter. 

How can the gates of hell prevail against that which is formed in the divine nature? If Christ is known in the Father’s love, and we are formed in that nature, how can the gates of hell prevail? They might prevail against faith as a system here, but they could not prevail against that which is built upon the Rock, that is, Christ as the divine expression and revelation of the purpose of the Father. 

Now, in chapter 4 you get a point farther. “When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth his Son” verse 4. That is very much like Matthew 16. Christ comes of a woman — that had reference to the ways of God with regard to His humanity; He is made under law. Those who were the heirs of promise were under law. Christ comes into both positions, “come of woman, come under law, that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship”, be brought thus into the light of purpose. Sonship is the gift of God. It is of great importance to apprehend that. It is something akin to what we have in John 1: 12: to “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be the children of God”. 

Then further: “because ye are sons, God hath sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”. So far what we have got to is this. The christian is in the light of God’s purpose, apprehends His gift, and has the Spirit of God’s Son. This could never be till Christ was in glory. Sonship refers to [p. 313] Christ in glory. For us sonship means that we are to be conformed to the image of Christ in glory, and the Spirit is the Spirit of God’s Son, not as He was, but as He is: and by the Spirit the christian cries, “Abba, Father”. The apostle continues: “So thou art no longer bondman, but son” (verse 7). It is a great point to insist upon relationship. God looks upon every christian in the light of relationship. He is a son, and he has the Spirit of sonship, and by the Spirit cries, “Abba, Father”. 

And yet after all the Galatians were very little grown — they had made but little progress! You see what the apostle says, “My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you”, verses 19, 20. They had not gained much ground spiritually. Christ was not formed in them. They had the Spirit, but they were not in the good of sonship, for the Spirit of God’s Son cries, “Abba, Father”. They had poor apprehension of the love of God, and there was but a poor response to that love. They knew nothing about the assembly as Christ’s body though they had the Spirit. Until Christ is formed in us sonship is not of any very great account to us. You may rejoice in the term and in the knowledge that it belongs to you, but it is of little avail for present enjoyment. As I understand it the truth is made known that you may be in state and nature what is suitable to sonship, and what is suitable to sonship is Christ. To put it in other language it is to be holy and without blame before God in love. That is the effect of Christ being formed in you. There is a nature suitable to the relationship in which God has been pleased to place me, and the consequence of Christ being in me is that I am before God, not only in the light of His purpose, but in a condition to enjoy the position and the relationship that He has been pleased to give to me. “Before him in love”, “holy and without blame” comes by the way, but the great point is, “before him in love”. 

[p. 314] I know but little of it, and therefore cannot talk much about it, but it appears to me a most wonderful idea that I can be in the presence of all that God is, and in love, conscious that I am there for His pleasure. 

There is one thing more connected with it. It has often been impressed upon us that love will have company. That thought is not so prominent in grace. It is because God loves us (”for his great love wherewith he loved us”) that He will have us with Himself in His holy habitation. Just as God would have Israel in the land of Canaan. The wilderness would not satisfy God. And so God now desires His people to be with Him in His holy habitation — near Him. He has “raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”. 

Now I want to come to an important point, and that is of character, and how you get it. Our character as christians is undoubtedly formed by the testimony, and I must refer a little to the testimony. Look at the latter part of the chapter, verses 21 - 31. We were speaking on a previous occasion of the testimony of God, and I will refer to it again in a very limited way. I go back only as far as Abraham, for the special testimony began with Abraham, and what came out in connection with him was this, that it was the purpose of God to bless; and not only to bless one special people, but “in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. The principle that has come out in connection with that is that the blessing of Abraham has come to the gentiles in a risen Christ, as you see in chapter 3: 13, 14, “Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law ... that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith”. That is how it reaches the gentiles. Christ had to come after the flesh to redeem the Jew from the curse of the law, but to the end “that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus”. 

[p. 315] You may be assured of this, that every one formed on that testimony to Abraham will take a certain character. Isaac took a certain character; I do not doubt that he was formed on that testimony of the purpose of God to bless. 

Now when we come to the law we find another testimony for faith, and what is shadowed there is this, that in virtue of the law being written in man’s heart God would dwell among men. It all depended on what we get in Psalm 40: Christ comes forth to be the reflex of God as a Man down here, and in connection with that God dwells in man. That is the next great testimony. If faith had apprehended that, the apprehension would have had an immense effect. It does not set aside what preceded — the blessing of Abraham, which really means that a man is justified in the eye of God, stands good, but that is followed by the further thought of man being the reflex of God, and, in consequence of that, God dwelling among men. 

The present time is marked by two things: Christ, the last Adam, in the presence of God in subsisting righteousness, and the dwelling of God by the Spirit down here. Christ having taken up that last Adam position in blessing the Spirit has descended, dwelling in believers, and thus forming the house of God down here. 

Now I come to a further testimony, and that is the throne. The testimony in David is this, grace acting in power. That is what the throne meant. What was established in David, was not merely the principle of grace but grace acting in power. The enemies of God’s people were subdued. It was the effect of God coming in. Grace was predominant when Israel had forfeited everything after the flesh. One thing comes out very prominently in connection with David — we have heard of it already today — “His mercy endureth for ever”. In a limited way it was the reign of grace. The beginning was that the ark had been taken captive and Ichabod [p. 316] written on Israel — the glory was departed. God raised up David from the sheepfold to be the shepherd of His people. He chose the tribe of Judah and mount Zion which He loved, and David to be king. The ark is brought to the city of David and the people sing “His mercy endureth for ever”. Thus we have the testimony of the throne; it was in principle the reign of grace. Any one that entered into the testimony in those days would be greatly affected by it, and would get the sense that, whatever the unfaithfulness of man, God was faithful, and “His mercy endureth for ever”. 

That brings me to another point. The testimony of God is identified with a city. I could not say so much with regard to the blessing of Abraham; but when you come to the dwelling of God and to the throne, both the one and the other have eventually become identified with the city of the great king. Jerusalem was not the first resting-place of the ark. It was pitched at Shiloh, then brought by David to the city of the great king. When Jerusalem proved unfaithful, like an unfaithful wife, then God allowed Babylon to come into prominence. The idea of a city is maintained. The present time is really the time of Babylon, the fact being that the Jerusalem down here has had to give way to the Jerusalem above. That is what has come to pass, though eventually it will be restored to its place here. Now it is desolate, but eventually it will return to its first affections. But what marks the present time is “Jerusalem above”. What I understand by that is that there is a point where every testimony of God is centred. “Jerusalem above” is the full expression of God’s pleasure. It is not simply this testimony or that testimony of God, but the full expression of God’s pleasure. Every testimony rests and will be displayed there. If you want a definite idea of Jerusalem above I can only point you to the Lord Jesus Christ at the right hand of God. In Him every testimony rests. We have a full expression of God’s pleasure in the glory of the Lord. It speaks of righteousness; 

of God’s pleasure in having a dwelling-place in man; of His pleasure in subduing every enemy of man. In connection with the Lord Jesus we read, “The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death”. What marks the present moment is that grace reigns through righteousness past death “to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. 

I believe that if the truth of God’s pleasure is apprehended it will do away with legality in us. For God is not on the ground of legality at all. Law was never the pleasure of God. The law had its place as a foreshadowing of what was to come, but God never had pleasure in law. It is not the time of law now; God is not on that ground at all. We could not reach God’s pleasure on that ground. God now gives to man the testimony of His pleasure. Every part of it combined in the Man who has accomplished redemption and is now at His right hand. 

If I were an evangelist I could go into the world and declare the pleasure of God. It is wonderful light to be set forth in the midst of the darkness of this world. God no longer on the ground of requirement but making known His pleasure, what He has accomplished for Himself in Christ. His blessing has reached the gentiles though they were afar off. It has reached them in Christ Jesus. God has found in Him His dwelling-place and the throne of grace. 

I speak of these things because, if apprehended, we shall take our character from them, you will be brought into the enjoyment of liberty; for we can only enjoy liberty in the light of God’s pleasure. You are the children of that city in which the pleasure of God has been secured. 

Nothing could come out fully till Christ came. There might be a little bit of light here and there, but the truth could not come out fully till Christ came. The fact is that in coming after the flesh Christ removed in His death the man that was an offence to God, and [p. 318] now, raised again from the dead, He is the blessed vessel of God’s pleasure, in whom the full light of God’s testimony shines. And it is now that we are formed by the testimony; when all comes to light in a public way people will not be formed by it though they will rejoice in the light. We are formed by it before the display. The Holy Spirit is come down from heaven the witness of how completely God has found His pleasure, of the pleasure which God has prepared for Himself in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I can understand the apostle saying “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage”. 

May God grant that every heart here may be affected by the testimony of God’s pleasure! 


Scripture references

Galatians 3:23-29 (JND) [23] But before faith came, we were guarded under law, shut up to faith [which was] about to be revealed. [24] So that the law has been our tutor up to Christ, that we might be justified on the principle of faith. [25] But, faith having come, we are no longer under a tutor; [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus. [27] For ye, as many as have been baptised unto Christ, have put on Christ. [28] There is no Jew nor Greek; there is no bondman nor freeman; there is no male and female; for ye are all one in Christ Jesus: [29] but if *ye* [are] of Christ, then ye are Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.

Galatians 4:1-31 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. [7] So thou art no longer bondman, but son; but if son, heir also through God. [8] But then indeed, not knowing God, ye were in bondage to those who by nature are not gods; [9] but now, knowing God, but rather being known by God, how do ye turn again to the weak and beggarly principles to which ye desire to be again anew in bondage? [10] Ye observe days and months and times and years. [11] I am afraid of you, lest indeed I have laboured in vain as to you. [12] Be as *I* [am], for *I* also [am] as *ye*, brethren, I beseech you: ye have not at all wronged me. …

Galatians 5:1 (JND) [1] Christ has set us free in freedom; stand fast therefore, and be not held again in a yoke of bondage.

Romans 9 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; …

Romans 10 (JND) [1] Brethren, the delight of my own heart and my supplication which [I address] to God for them is for salvation. [2] For I bear them witness that they have zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. [3] For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own [righteousness], have not submitted to the righteousness of God. …

Matthew 14 (JND) [1] At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the fame of Jesus, [2] and said to his servants, This is John the baptist: *he* is risen from the dead, and because of this these works of power display their force in him. [3] For Herod had seized John, and had bound him and put him in prison on account of Herodias the wife of Philip his brother. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

John 1:12 (JND) [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name;

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …



A GOSPEL PICTURE IN A DARK DAY

[p. 319] A GOSPEL PICTURE IN A DARK DAY

2 Kings 6: 1 - 23

I do not desire to say much as to the details related in this scripture, and I take up this passage in it (verses 8 - 23) as giving a striking picture of the grace of God. The ministry of Elisha differs from that of Elijah in that it is for the most part a ministry of grace. It corresponds to the Lord’s ministry, which was in contrast to that of John the baptist. The object of Elijah’s ministry was to recall the people to their allegiance to Jehovah. The ministry of Elijah failed in that respect, but God’s claim was maintained, and then the ministry of Elisha comes in, which was the grace of God in the helplessness and ruin of Israel. Elisha had a double portion of Elijah’s spirit, that is the portion of a first-born. 

Things were very dark in Israel at this time. It was the reign of Jehoram and immediately after Ahab. The previous chapter shews us what was the darkness of Israel at this moment, as the Lord says in Luke 4, “many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian”. Israel did not get the benefit of the light, but Naaman the Syrian got it. I only speak of that to point out the state of things when this circumstance occurred. 

I want first to call your attention to this fact, the testimony of God was in Israel, but the light was not with Israel; the light was with the prophet. You have in a day of confusion to distinguish between the vessel of testimony and the light, and when such is the case the protection of God is with the light. The king of Israel got the benefit of the light, though the light was not with him. 

The king of Syria was opposed to God’s testimony and to Elisha. He was sore distressed because the king [p. 320] of Israel was continually made aware of his whereabouts. He thought that there was a traitor amongst his servants, but they explain to him that there was not, but the light was with the prophet in Israel. The king of Israel had not the light, but he had the benefit of it. Thus at the present time christendom, though it has not as a whole got the light, gains the benefit of the light. If it were not for the light of God and that light being maintained, I wonder where christendom would be; it would quickly become apostate. Though they have not the light they get the benefit of the light, and they are protected and may be affected by the light. You may say there is very little value to be attached to any little company that have the light. I think there is more importance to be attached to it than people think. I have no doubt that christendom gets the benefit and, in a sense, the protection of the light. There is the holding to the truth of God, and that is an immense benefit even to those who have not got the light. 

The next point is, the protection of God is with the light. Look at verses 13 - 17. “Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about. And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha”. If your eyes have been opened like the servant of Elisha, you will see that the protection of God is with the light — the care of God is there. To refer for a moment to the seven churches, 

[p. 321] Revelation 2 and 3. Where do you think the Lord’s interest was in these churches? No doubt His eye was on them all, but I think the interest of the Lord was in Philadelphia where there was little strength, but He could say to them, “Thou hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name”. The shelter of the Lord and His protection were there. So here, the place where Elisha was protected. The chariots and horses of fire were not around the king of Israel, but they were round about Elisha. 

We might have good reason to fear any little bit of light being extinguished were it not for divine protection; but my conviction is, that if the light is there, God will take care of the light to the end. I do not believe that His protection will be around assumption, or anything of that sort, but where the truth is held in lowliness God will not fail of His protection. I cannot tell you where the light may be at any future moment. Supposing that we have the light with us today, there is no saying where it may be another day, but wherever the light may be, the protection of God will be about the light. There was no fellowship in Israel in that day — save in evil, none for good; Elisha was a solitary man, but the protection of God was around that man. I think in this day God has given us the light, however small the appreciation of it may be, and He gives us also the privilege of fellowship; and as the light of God was bound up with that solitary man, and the protection of it, so now the protection of God will be round about the light, and those who are identified with it. 

Verses 19, 23. Now what I want to shew you from this passage is, that when you have got the light of God, you have a very deep sense of grace; it is only where the light of God is, that there is a true sense of grace. It is only one who has got the light of God who can really evangelise, for the more light I have the more sense of divine grace I have. Here we have a very beautiful picture of grace. The Syrians were the opponents of God’s testimony; the first thing is they are made completely weak. They are smitten with blindness according to the prayer of Elisha. I do not know that you could have a greater picture of weakness and helplessness than in a company of blind men. Elisha prays for it, but he did not ask for judgment on them, but that they might be completely weak — and that in a strange country. That was no enviable position. I have seen blind men in a city getting along pretty well with the help of a stick and the kerbstone, but I do not expect there was much in the way of kerbstones in Samaria. The next thing is, they are conducted to Samaria, the very place their heart was set on reaching; and what then? What did they meet? An enemy? Nothing of the kind. They met with grace. The king of Israel did not rise to God’s grace; he said “Shall I smite them?” The prophet says, ‘Why, you would not treat your captive enemy in that way’. “Set bread and water before them”. That is a beautiful picture of grace. 

And I will give an antitype of it. I think you get this in Saul. Saul was not going to Samaria, but to Damascus, the city of these very Syrians, and on the way he was struck with blindness; he was made completely weak. It was not judgment, but God struck him with weakness, and he was brought to Damascus — the place to which he in his maddened rage was bent on going. He never expected to arrive there weak; he expected to be there strong in authority to carry out his mission of persecution; but God had other thoughts for Saul, and to that end He makes him utterly weak. God can make a strong man weak. I could give you other instances besides Saul. The thief on the cross was made weak. The Philippian jailor was made weak, and as we have seen, Saul was going to Damascus “breathing out threatenings and slaughter”. Think of the expression! He had to be led by the hand and brought to the place where he purposed to go. What a humiliating position, to be led by the hand! 

[p. 323] When Saul reaches Damascus what does he find? Not retribution; the disciples were a bit afraid of him at first, but Ananias comes to him, and instead of reproaching him sets before him the ministration of “bread and water”. Saul became acquainted with two things in Damascus, the grace of God in forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Bread in Scripture is, I think, emblematic of grace, and Saul had grace ministered to him and the refreshment of the Spirit. 

Then, as we read in verse 23, “the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel”. So we have in Acts, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea”. The persecution ceased. 

Now think for a moment of the Syrians when they went back to their master, do you not think they must have been altered men? Had they not a tale to tell — an experience of grace — the experience of what we might call a converted man? They could have said, We came to the man of God but we were struck blind — made completely weak, and then he led us to Samaria. And when we got to Samaria we did not meet with retribution but were met with a great store of provision. It is a beautiful picture of the grace of God, who has His own purpose in making men weak. He brings them to the very place they would go to, but He brings them there broken down; they are “born again”; they have collapsed, and thus are prepared for what God has to give them, and they have “bread and water” set before them. 

One word more about the grace of God. The grace of God brings salvation, but then there is another thing. When it has brought salvation, it teaches you. “The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared ... teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly and righteously and godly in this present world”. People think when they have got the knowledge of salvation that grace has done its work; but then there is the teaching of grace, that is, the proper [p. 324] moral effect of grace in the heart, and its effect is, that you deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and your course is changed. It is not a legal man who does this, but one in the sense of divine grace. That was the effect on Saul; he did not go back to his master; I can understand the Syrians being sent back to their master, like the Lord saying to the demoniac, “Go home to thy friends”, but in the case of Saul, the Lord had other work for him to do; so he did not go back at once to his masters, the Jews, but testified in Damascus what God had done for him — two things, he had a great experience of the grace of God, and he had received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

I have great delight in the incidents of Elisha’s life, for I see the same principles reappearing through the Scriptures. There is never any alteration in the principles of God’s grace; and what has come out now in the gospel was ever in God’s heart. What could judgment have done for Israel? Nothing could help them but grace. 

The light was a protection for Israel, though as a nation they had not got it; but the shelter of God was around the one who had the light, and so will it ever be. I have confidence that God will not fail to protect those who have the light, even in a providential way. But then you may be sure of this — the more light you have from God the more sense you have of what is in the heart of God for man; and the more effectual you will thus be in the ministry of grace. Perhaps it may be permitted to us to see what Israel did, namely, those who oppose made weak, and brought to the place they wanted to reach; but not to silence the truth, but to receive “bread and water”. 

May God give us to know more of the greatness of His grace ourselves, that thus we may be better fitted as instruments for the communication of it. 


Scripture references

2 Kings 6:1-23 (JND) [1] And the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell before thee is too strait for us. [2] Let us go, we pray thee, to the Jordan, and take thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. And he said, Go. [3] And one said, Consent, I pray thee, to go with thy servants. And he said, I will go. [4] And he went with them. And they came to the Jordan and cut down the trees. [5] And it came to pass as one was felling a beam, that the iron fell into the water; and he cried and said, Alas, master, and it was borrowed! [6] And the man of God said, Where did it fall? And he shewed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither, and made the iron to swim. [7] And he said, Take [it] up to thee. And he put out his hand and took it. [8] And the king of Syria warred against Israel; and he took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such a place [shall be] my camp. [9] And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place, for thither the Syrians are come down. [10] And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and he was on his guard there. [That took place] not once, nor twice. [11] And the heart of the king of Syria was troubled because of this thing; and he called his servants, and said to them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel? [12] And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber. …

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …



UNDERSTANDING IN GOD'S WAYS

UNDERSTANDING IN GOD’S WAYS

Romans 8: 1 - 27

I have nothing that can be called new to present to you. I only thought that it might be profitable to touch a little upon the ways of God. Nothing helps one more, or is more confirmatory, than in spirit and mind to review the ways of God. The ways of God extend over a long period of time, but we have to remember this, that there is no such thing as time with God. If we could look at things exclusively in a moral point of view, as God looks at them, there would be no time with us, but we are not constructed in that way, but all will admit that with God there is an ever-existing present. You get the statement that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years and a thousand years as one day. It is important to bear that in mind when you pass in review the ways of God. 

Speaking of things that are figurative, I think the starting-point of the ways of God was, in a sense, the brazen serpent. A good many things had transpired previously in connection with Israel, all undoubtedly having a figurative bearing or signification; but all these set forth in type things connected with our conscience, and the grace of God meeting our responsibility. A good deal that occurred in the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt was figurative of light coming in to man’s conscience to reveal where he is, so that by grace he might be delivered from the power of the enemy. But in all that the state of man was not met, and the starting-point for God was the taking up of man’s state, and that is what you get at the brazen serpent. Many things preceding are very necessary to us, but I am looking at things in view of God for a moment. It has been said that in John 3 you do not get the beginning of the gospel, but you do get there the true point of departure for God. 

[p. 326] This chapter (Romans 8) looks at things in a different way from the previous ones, and in connection with it I want to call attention to what the position of man was in the sight of God consequent on the fall. I do not know if that is always apprehended as it ought to be. All would allow that the effect of the fall was that man became morally dead in regard of God. I understand that to mean that he was devoid of feeling or sensibility toward God. But the judgment of death lay on man from God. “If one died for all, then were all dead”. There certainly were two questions: the question of man’s state, and the sentence of death which lay on him. And God “drove out the man”. I think we want to attach great importance to that fact. Not only was man morally insensible in regard of God, but the sentence of death lay upon man. What that meant was this: it was absolutely impossible for God to form any link or enter into any relationship with that man. That is a point of great importance: “If one died for all, then were all dead”. That refers not so much, I think to man being morally dead, as to the fact that the judgment of death lay upon man. That judgment lay between God and man, and made it an impossibility that God could enter into relation with man as he stood. 

That truth comes out abundantly in Old Testament times. Abel was accounted righteous, but then his offering had come in: a type of the offering of Christ. Acceptance was in that way prefigured by Abel’s offering. “He obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts”. His acceptance was by another man. 

I take up another case, Abraham; he was not only called out of country, but out of kindred and father’s house; he was severed in figure not only from the world but from the flesh. He became in that way typical of what has come in in Christ. He left country, kindred and father’s house at the call of God, and this separation is verified in Christ. 

Then, with regard to Israel, the ground on which [p. 327] God dealt with them was that they were the seed of Abraham, God’s chosen. God called out Abraham, and he was accounted righteous; and God took up Israel simply because they were the seed of Abraham. It was not the establishment of a relationship with man as man stood, but God formed a link with one apart from the world and the flesh in His eye. You may depend upon it God never lost sight of the fact that the judgment of death lay upon man. This was perhaps even more serious than man’s moral state. God never forgot it. If you examine into the dealings of God with this and that man, you will find some indication that God never forgot the position in which man was as driven out from His presence and under sentence of death. 

You will understand now how the brazen serpent is the beginning for God. It is that which is alluded to here. “God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh” (verse 3). Three things have come to pass: 1st, The introduction of the Head who is the beginning of the creation of God; 2nd, The Head has borne the liabilities under which man lay by God’s judgment; 3rd, The Spirit is here as the power to form man according to the Head. 

These are three most important elements in the ways of God which come out in this chapter. 

I will speak about the consequences directly; but in referring to the Head, I speak of the Head in the widest possible sense, the beginning of the creation of God; the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the first-born from the dead. I think we want to apprehend Christ more in that light. I am impressed with the thought that we have an inadequate idea of the greatness of Christ: “ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things”. 

“The beginning of the creation of God” is a most remarkable expression. We might have said Adam was the beginning of God’s creation, but Scripture says [p. 328] Christ is the beginning of the creation of God. I have often said (and others too) that God began very small. In an outward sense Christ did not begin so great as Adam. He was “come of woman, come under law”. Christ came into human life in the lowliest possible way, but nevertheless He was the beginning of the creation of God, and He is the Head and crown of that creation. 

Then He came to take up the liabilities under which man lay in regard of God, and in so doing He has brought to an end before God the lawless man. “God sending his own son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh”. There was the termination of that state for God, a very great point for us to apprehend. God could form no link with that man. That man was useless or worse in the ways of God, he was no profit to God nor to himself. The death of Christ was the termination of that man for the glory of God, and we have the introduction of another man, the beginning of the creation of God. 

Now consequent upon redemption the Spirit is here in order that He may form man according to the head, so that he may derive his character from Christ. This principle goes out to the widest limits, for in every circle man will in result take his character from the head. That is the purpose and work of God. 

I want now to touch on what comes out in this scripture in connection with the Spirit on two or three very important points. We get the thought of life and peace and righteousness, and all in connection with the Head. What I understand by life is that one who is in life is, in soul, outside the claim and domain of death. That described the position of Christ here on earth: “In him was life”. Death had no claim upon Him. 

But there was also peace. There could be no question between Himself and God. And there was righteousness; He was the preacher of righteousness. He loved righteousness and hated iniquity. All these things characterised Christ, as Man here, as Head: life and peace [p. 329] and righteousness. Well, by the Spirit of God the same things characterise us. We are cleared of liability before God, and it is a great thing to be in life; to be sensible that death has no claim upon me. That is true. I do not mean but what one may die, but death has no right over me. The rights of death are destroyed and I am in life by the Spirit of God. There is in the christian a man over whom death has no right. Death may touch my body, but if I regard myself as I am before God, I am in life by the Spirit of God, and have come to ground where death has no right over me. We get peace, too, by the Spirit, that is, the sense that there is no unsettled question with God. And so, too, in regard of righteousness. “The Spirit is life because [or in view] of righteousness”. 

All these things were found in Christ, and it is no small thing that the Spirit of God has come down to form us according to Christ as Head. It is a great thing for anyone to say, I live by the Spirit; I do not account of myself as in natural life, I live by the Spirit. The apostle says, “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit”. When I look at myself in that light death has no claim upon me. 

Do you understand what it is to live in the Spirit? Christianity is not a garment which I put on to cover the flesh; christianity is that I live by the Spirit, the flesh being crucified. 

Christians, properly speaking, are a wonderful generation in this world of lawlessness, they are more wonderful than they allow themselves to be; but we have so poor an idea of what it is to live in the Spirit. The great part of christians have taken up christianity as though it were a question of orthodoxy in doctrine; but in the true power of it, it is, we live in Christ by the Spirit. Peace and righteousness are necessary consequences. 

Now I take up two other points coming out here: sonship and liberty in connection with Christ, for Christ being the Head, you cannot have a standard less than the [p. 330] Christ, and it was equally true that there was sonship and liberty; and indeed the one hangs on the other. All these things work out to the utmost bounds. I do not look upon them as having exclusive application to us — they have now their application to us; we are here for the will of God for the moment — but they work out to every family. Christ gives character to each and all, not in the same degree, I admit, but in principle the Head gives character to all who come under Him. The Spirit is to be poured out on all flesh. What for? In order that everything may be subdued to Christ. The Spirit of God will give character to all that creation, every family will take character from Christ. It is of great moment to get some idea of the greatness of the Head and of the system to which He gives character. 

I do not suppose any one of us has apprehended the greatness of that expression, “the beginning of the creation of God”. Then it belongs to Him to give character to the creation of God. All that creation will be brought into the rest of God. He will have complacency in all. The secret of that complacency is, that all comes under the Head and more or less takes its character from Him. 

Well, I suppose most of us are conversant with these things. We can speak something of life, peace, and righteousness, and we know something of sonship and liberty. They are good things to be in the reality of down here; but what are we here for? I think, for the will of God until all is expressed. We are going on as saints, gaining intelligence in the ways of God; they are opened up in the succeeding chapters; and this intelligence in the things of God is to qualify us for the time to come, when we are to be companions of Christ reigning in glory. We are qualifying for the day of glory. God’s ways are educating us that we may be fit for our part in the day of Christ’s glory. 

The holy city comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God, and her light like unto a stone [p. 331] most precious, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal. It becomes a vessel of light for the universe of bliss and all we are learning now of divine ways is fitting us for our part in that day of glory. What then can be of more vital importance than to see the greatness of Christ as Head, and to know and understand something of God’s ways in Him. They are very wonderful. The bringing in of Christ was that everything might be entirely according to God’s heart. Not only do you get God revealed, but everything in Christ for God’s pleasure. “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God”. Then you get life, peace and righteousness, and also sonship and liberty. You get the working of them out by the will of God to the utmost bounds, for the reason that Christ is the beginning of the creation of God. And the beginning involves the climax, just as the foundation of a house involves the roof. I think it is very important to take these things in. 

We have our part in Christ, and He has His own place in us. The Lord says, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. If we are anything at all for God, whatever character we have is derived from Christ, as He says, “I in you”; and the object of our being here is that Christ might be seen in us. He must be here in the saints. Then do not let us underrate the present moment or neglect it; do not let us fail to understand the value and importance of the time when we can gain intelligence in the ways of God. With all our getting, the principal thing is to get understanding. I do not think I would lay myself out, at my time of life, to gain much in this world, but I would covet understanding. “With all thy getting get understanding”, and understanding must have its application to the divine way. Christ is the divine way, and we want understanding in Christ. You may depend upon it if you get understanding you will be a great man — not in the eyes of the world or of man, but you will be great in the eyes of God. 


Scripture references

Romans 8:1-27 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …



CHRIST THE CENTRE OF A SYSTEM

[p. 332] CHRIST THE CENTRE OF A SYSTEM

John 12: 27 - 37; Romans 6: 9 - 11

I think it is a great point to apprehend the purpose with which Christ is presented to us. The preaching of the gospel is the presentation of Christ, not merely of the benefits to be obtained by Christ. The gospel is the glad tidings of the Christ, not simply of something about Him. The truth is that Christ is the centre of a system which God has now before Him, and is presented as the light of that system, and, as such, there is virtue in Him. When He was here there went virtue out from Him, and now forgiveness is preached in His name. The setting forth of the virtue that is in Christ is not the end in the presentation of Christ. The point of attraction is Christ Himself. That is why I read John 12: 31, 32. In verse 31 we see one system judged, and in verse 32 another system introduced in the presentation of the Son of man lifted up. When the Lord cast out seven devils from Mary Magdalene virtue went out of Him, but it was to attract her to Himself. 

In chapter 9 of this gospel we find that after the Lord had given sight to the blind man, He presented Himself to him and said, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” He gave the man sight that he might be attracted to Himself. I believe that God’s object is to attract everyone to Christ, and forgiveness of sins is presented, not to occupy us with the virtue that is in Him but to attract us to Himself. I dare say all will accept this. When the light came into the world it was largely rejected, but there were those who came to it, and in coming to the light they proved that they were attracted by Christ. 

The Lord said, “I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me”. That is Jew and gentile irrespective of nationality. 

Now God is not only drawing men to Christ but [p. 333] attaching them to Him. In 2 Corinthians 1: 21 we read, “Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ ... is God”. He does so by the Spirit. He has communicated the Spirit as living water to this end. 

Now Christ has been lifted up from the earth, that He might be the point of attraction for all. He attracts to Himself as One who has died from the earth. It has been said that He could hardly have died on the earth, it would have been unsuitable that the righteous One who had glorified God on the earth should die on it. He is lifted up out of it vicariously, and, as lifted up from the earth, draws all to Himself. We have each and all, if believers, in one way or another been drawn to Christ Himself, and He is the Head and centre of God’s system — He is the sun of that system. That system is founded on redemption, and the head of that system is necessarily Christ Himself. 

In the coming day that system will be brought out into display; but it is already established for God in Christ. He has prepared it in every part, and will set it forth in due time, and it is in connection with that system that we have been attracted to Christ. 

I will ask you now to turn to Romans 6: 9 - 11. I want to give you an interpretation of that passage. Suppose, for a moment, I put ‘the world system’ in the place of “sin” here, and read, ‘In that he died, he died unto the world system’, that would largely convey the idea, for sin is the ruling principle of that system. In the sight of God, every bit of this world system is sin. 

I do not deny that man is under responsibility and in a sense entrusted with government here; but the glory of the world is entirely another thing. 

The natural man finds pleasure in the glory of the world, but if you take the whole thing morally from top to bottom, “sin” is the one word that describes it. And why? Because Satan is the god and prince of it, and God has no place in it. If I do, at times, take interest in anything that belongs to the world I am ashamed of it, 

[p. 334] for the whole system of this world is enmity against God. The Lord when here would not receive a bit of its glory, though Satan offered the whole of it to Him. Satan got only from Him a rebuke. 

People think, and say too, that there is no harm in many things here, but the true way to look at things is in inquiring if this thing or that is of the system of which Satan is the god and prince. 

Now the position of the christian is, that he corresponds to Christ. He is the point of attraction, and “In that he died, he died unto sin [the world system] once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God”. 

Christ had died to sin and to the whole world system, and we are associated with Him in that death. We reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, that system to which Christ has died. Every christian properly is to reckon himself as crucified with Christ. On the other hand he is attached to Christ, and that by the Spirit of God, so that he can recognise himself as alive unto God in the system of which Christ is the Head and centre. We are privileged to take that place in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

“In Christ Jesus” is an expression of wide bearing. It implies our being in Him as the Head and centre of a system, and consequently in correspondence to Him in that system. 

Now in the system of which Christ is the Head three things will prevail — righteousness, holiness and eternal life. And these three you find here in Romans 6. They are principles which Christ has brought in, and are in marked contrast to the principles that prevail in the system of the world. These may be described as lawlessness, impurity and death. 

Man is naturally lawless, insubject to rule; he may be outwardly moral and orderly, but he is in mind insubject to God. There is another thing that marks him, namely, impurity, and that comes because of the absence of righteousness. And, further, there is death, to which [p. 335] men are universally subject. You do not imagine that, apart from Christ, God is going to relieve man of the consequences of his sin — death? I think it is really a mercy that God allows man to suffer the consequence of his sin in sickness and death. What would the world be morally if it were not so? 

Now in the system which God has brought in by Christ, the principle that rules is love, and love is really righteousness in practice. You love your neighbour as yourself. Love being the bond between all, righteousness prevails in every circle. Righteousness is fidelity in every divinely appointed relationship. Where fidelity is thus maintained, there is righteousness. 

As each planet fulfils its own appointed course in the solar system, so, when the will of God gets its proper place, in every circle righteousness will prevail. 

Now where there is righteousness, impurity becomes intolerable. In this world system we are surrounded by it — it is seen in the newspapers, in the placards on the walls, and there has been an immense increase in that way in my time, and the worst is that much is said not to be impurity. Now in the universe, which is according to God, impurity will not be tolerated. The principle which will be present in the day when Christ takes up His true position as the centre of the universe of bliss will be holiness. I am quite sure that the judgment of death in a world of sin, is of the wisdom of God, but in the system which is of God, eternal life will rule as the blessed consequence of righteousness and holiness. Now we reckon ourselves dead unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus, and so are in that system of which He is the Head, the first principle of which is righteousness, and we have to look to it now, that we do not fail in fidelity in our obligations, and love is that by which those obligations are discharged. 

We have to see to it that nothing is allowed that hinders our love being in activity towards God and towards Christ, so that He has His proper place in regard [p. 336] of the saints. And then that in all the relationships in life every obligation is fulfilled. I love my wife, my children, though this is secondary to the relationships which subsist in Christ. Love to God leads to holiness, and in fact you will never reach holiness but in getting under the influence of God’s holy love. In true love there is no room for impurity. 

Our blessing at the present time takes the form of knowledge. “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent”. And if you want to get into this knowledge the way to it is in being led by the Spirit into the love of God. I believe we can be in spirit entirely outside of this world system in the knowledge of the Father, and of His sent One Jesus Christ. 

May God give us to appraise this world system according to its real value, and to be apart from it in mind. On the one hand reckoning ourselves dead to it, and on the other alive to God in Christ Jesus. 


Scripture references

John 12:27-37 (JND) [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again. [29] The crowd therefore, which stood [there] and heard [it], said that it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to him. [30] Jesus answered and said, Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours. [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me. [33] But this he said signifying by what death he was about to die. [34] The crowd answered him, We have heard out of the law that the Christ abides for ever; and how sayest thou that the Son of man must be lifted up? Who *is* this, the Son of man? [35] Jesus therefore said to them, Yet a little while is the light amongst you. Walk while ye have the light, that darkness may not overtake you. And he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes. [36] While ye have the light, believe in the light, that ye may become sons of light. Jesus said these things, and going away hid himself from them. [37] But though he had done so many signs before them, they believed not on him,

Romans 6:9-11 (JND) [9] knowing that Christ having been raised up from among [the] dead dies no more: death has dominion over him no more. [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God. [11] So also *ye*, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

John 12:31-32 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.

2 Corinthians 1:21 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God,

Romans 6:9-11 (JND) [9] knowing that Christ having been raised up from among [the] dead dies no more: death has dominion over him no more. [10] For in that he has died, he has died to sin once for all; but in that he lives, he lives to God. [11] So also *ye*, reckon yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …



AN OPEN DOOR FOR CHRIST

[p. 337] AN OPEN DOOR FOR CHRIST

John 14: 1 - 31

I desire to touch on two or three points in this chapter; and I just observe that evidently the chapter divides itself into two parts: the one goes down to verse 14, and the other begins with verse 15. The first part is what I might speak of as objective, and the latter part as subjective, that is, what has come to pass in connection with the coming of the Comforter. That is a simple thought. 

The first part is connected with faith. Faith always refers to an object. We are not called on to believe anything about ourselves; we are never the objects of faith. The thought of faith necessarily involves what is objective. “Ye believe in God, believe also in me”. In the latter part of the chapter we have what is dependent on the presence of the Comforter. These are the two points I am going to touch upon. In the first part, Christ as the object of faith, and in the latter part a very important principle, and that is, that there should be an open door here for Christ. That is what Christ would bring to pass in a world to which He was obnoxious. “The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me”. The point before the mind of the Lord was that, in spite of His leaving the world, there should be an open door for Him here in the affections of His people. A very important point, and one that might well exercise every one of us. 

Eventually the Lord makes this very distinctly individual. He speaks in a more general way in connection with the coming of the Comforter at first, but afterwards He passes on to what is essentially individual. It is a little striking that you find the same thing coming out in the address to the church at Laodicea. “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my [p. 338] voice, and open the door, I will come in to him and will sup with him, and he with me” — there is the idea of an open door. The Lord invites us to open to Him. It is in such a state of things as is presented in Laodicea that there may be an open door for Christ. There is no good in making much of anything collective at the present time, for we are in the day of the church’s ruin, and in such a moment everything must depend upon individual fidelity, so that each one of us has to look to himself or herself. 

I say a word or two with regard to faith. I connect these chapters with the prayer of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 3. You will find they run pretty much on the line of what he prays there. He desires for the saints that they may be strengthened with might by the Spirit in the inner man, that the Christ might dwell in their heart by faith. In this chapter in John, Christ contemplates having a place in the affections of His disciples — that is what I mean by an open door, a place in the affections of His people; but, depend upon it, you will not get that side of the truth unless you get the first. If we are not right in regard of faith, we shall not get the other side. The Spirit could not fulfil it to us, because the Spirit will never work in any of us beyond our faith. 

The Lord says, “Ye believe in God, believe also in me”. Evidently the Lord in this changes the ground, enlarges the view. Faith in God was no new thing; it had marked many a saint in times gone by: Abraham, for instance, believed in God. But faith in Christ was new in a sense. Evidently the thought of the Lord was not limited to the disciples — they had believed on Him; but He is laying down a new platform, and thus the ground is changed. It is now not only faith in God, but also faith in Christ, and that is to us a point of the last moment. I suppose we are all in the reality of that; we believe in God, but we also believe in Christ. This does not invalidate any faith that had gone before, but a new object of faith has come in in Christ’s Person. The [p. 339] Lord is anticipating here the day of Pentecost when He, as the ascended Man, made Lord and Christ, would be presented to men as an object of faith. 

The Lord does not say, You believe in the Father, believe also in Me. I do not think it is exactly a question of the Father and the Son. He goes on afterwards to speak of the Father’s house, but in the first expression it is more the idea of God and Christ than of the Father and the Son. Things have become very much more defined to us because the exaltation of Christ, following upon the accomplishment of redemption, brings at once into view another system of things. The apostle’s words in the beginning of Acts, “God hath made this same Jesus ... both Lord and Christ”, are pregnant with meaning. “Lord and Christ” is a wonderful thing to be apprehended by us in a Man in heaven. Faith in Christ, in that point of view, is to us a matter of the last moment. It is not only that He is Lord, but He is Christ. There is power in Christ not only to set aside the existing order of things, but to introduce an order of things that is according to the love of God which Christ has revealed. Not only “in him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily”, but He “is the head of all principality and power”. The Lord says, “Now is the judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out”. In Christ there is power to break up and set aside the existing order of things, so as to make room for an order that takes its character from Himself. 

You get hints in the Old Testament of the break-up of the order that exists. It was the lesson God was teaching Job. God let loose the forces of evil, and shewed him in a way the break-up of the existing order of things, and that is what will yet come to pass in a wider sense. God will allow the lawlessness of man and the power of Satan to come to a head; He will allow the upheaval and break-up of the existing framework of the world; the foundations of the world will be discovered. 

[p. 340] He will in this way bring to pass that man will find himself cut off from everything on which he has been accustomed to lean, and then God will reinstate man according to Himself. Of course, in the case of Job it was one single man, but he represents many who will be found in like circumstances. The upheaval of all here will teach them that nothing avails but confidence in God, who will in due time reinstate man according to His mind, and that will be brought to pass in Christ. Christ can say, I bear up the pillars of the earth. He is capable of this. He held back the power of evil when on earth; He is capable of controlling all the forces of evil hereafter. He can still the winds and the waves. This is in the power of His hand for He is not only Christ but Lord. If He uses His mighty power to hold in check the forces of evil, it is that He may introduce a world which in every part of it will be answerable to the revelation of God. It is a world which Christ will bring in; an order of things suitable to the holy love of God. 

The moment I think of Christ, I think of God revealed. The only-begotten Son has declared God. A system of things brought to pass by Christ must be, in the very nature of things, suitable to the revelation of God. Everything must be in accord with what is revealed in Christ, responsive to the holy love of God of which Christ is the revelation. 

I have said this much in regard of faith in Christ. “Ye believe in God, believe also in me”. Now a word or two as to the Father’s house (verses 2, 3). The Father’s house must be a large place for the reason that in it there are many mansions. The Lord would not speak thus if the house were not wide. I should suppose many mansions must imply many families. I do not understand an abode — a mansion — apart from a family. The place of Christ is that of Son over God’s house. He is a great Priest over the house of God, and I take it He is that in order that He might usher every family into its [p. 341] appointed abode. Every family is named of the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. There are many abodes and many families, and Christ is the great Chamberlain, so to speak — a great Priest over God’s house (not a servant, like Moses) to set every family in its appointed place. How is that determined? You remember James and John desired to sit one on the right hand of the Lord and the other on His left in the kingdom, but He said, It is for those to whom it is appointed of My Father. I think the place of each family is determined by the character which it takes from Christ. Every family will surely take character in some sense from Christ. The Old Testament saints, for example, took character from Christ. That may seem strange, seeing that Christ had not come. But the Spirit working in them was the Spirit of Christ. We have been accustomed to think of it in that way. Scripture speaks of what “the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify”. If you think of it, there could not be any other Spirit than that which we have received. You cannot doubt that it was the Spirit of Christ active in Abraham, Moses, Daniel and many others. These saints, in spite of every difficulty and opposition, held tenaciously to the promises of God. That marked them, and they walked in the fear of God. No doubt in the Father’s house that is the character by which they will be distinguished. 

I might speak of other companies. There is the company that will suffer in the time of trial yet to come. I do not attempt to describe what character they will take from Christ, but Christ passed through, in anticipation, all that to which they will be subjected, and they, too, by the Spirit will take character from Christ. 

But now to come to the church. The place of the church is peculiar. It is “the fulness of him who filleth all in all”. It is not distinguished by any particular detail of character; but it is His body. The point in the church is that nothing might be lacking. I might use another word in place of “fulness”. It is the “completeness” 

[p. 342] of Him that fills all in all. Therefore there cannot be any quality lacking which characterised Christ as Man. That is the place of the church as characterised by the Spirit of Christ. If I understand the working of the Spirit at the present time, it is in the complete displacement of the old man, the flesh, that the Christ might be dwelling in the heart by faith. It is not one particular trait or character of Christ that is in question, but, as the apostle says, “that ye may be filled even to all the fulness of God”. He says elsewhere, “that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus”. And again, that “we may grow up unto him in all things”. Not in one thing or another thing, but in all things, that we might be marked not simply by fidelity or attachment or any particular feature, but grow up unto Him in all things, which is the Head, even Christ. It is to that end the Spirit of Christ is working in us now. 

Though there will be saints in the time to come who will be subjected, like Job, to the upheaval of all things, yet Job must have some instruction in regard of us. I think it is that we may be free from every prop down here, so as to find our resource in God Himself. I believe every heart will be privy to what I am saying, that we are ever ready to rest in something down here. We have to learn to be loosed from dependence on every prop on which man can rest, so that we may find our portion in God and in Christ. The Spirit is working to that end, so that one can say, I do not thirst; I have sufficiency; I have all and abound; all that heart could desire in God and in Christ. 

I only say that much with regard to the Father’s house, I have tried to open out the place of Christ in regard of the Father’s house — there are many abodes, and each abode appointed for the family to whom it is ordained, and each family ushered into its place by Christ. 

In the Revelation we see the whole heavenly company merged in one. There must be a point of unity, and you find that. But in the latter part we see the bride distinct [p. 343] from every other company. No company loses its own peculiar place and character, but there is a point of contact between all the families. Christ went to prepare a place for us, and I do not think any family will get its place until the church has its place in the Father’s house, for the church is His fulness. No company will be made perfect without the church. The Lord says, “I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also”. 

It would be a great point if we were kept here in faith in God and also in Christ. If you look about the world and see the way things are going on, you cannot find much satisfaction there. The secret of all rest and stability and comfort in a world like this is faith in God, and faith in the One who is capable, on the part of God, to fill all things, who has ascended up far above all heavens to that end, and the church is His fulness. 

Now I come to the latter part of the chapter, just to say a word with regard to there being a door here for Christ (see verse 15, and onwards). All will admit that Christ is going to have a place here. We are only left here for a moment in the absence of the Bridegroom, but He will return and have His place. We forget that too often. It is not only that He has a place in heaven. His place as Bridegroom is more connected with earth than with heaven. John speaks of it here in John 3: “He that hath the bride is the bridegroom”. We have gone forth to meet the Bridegroom, that shews He is coming. We are left here to fast in His absence; but the point is, the Bridegroom comes again. If there is any truth in our profession, we have left the world to meet Him. 

While He is absent we are fasting, and in His absence there is a door open to Him here. That is what the Lord is opening out here. All depends upon the Spirit of truth and on the saints. I do not think you could understand an open door now without the saints. It could not be without the Spirit, because no one can hold for Christ but the Spirit; but it is in the saints. That is [p. 344] what the Lord contemplated. 

He speaks first of what is normal. “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. There is the open door for Christ, because not simply are we in Christ, but He is in us. You shall, the Lord says, be conscious of the position of things in that day. “I am in my Father”, that is in His affections. We are in Christ’s affections, and He is in ours. Then there is a door for Christ. He can come in; He can present Himself. He is present in the affections of His people down here. The truth is maintained, because there is a company of people here who live because He lives; not because the world goes on, but because Christ lives. There is thus the witness in the world for Christ. What testimony could be greater than that we live because He lives? That is what maintains christianity on earth. Were it not for that, christianity would be a dead letter. Christianity may be here in name after the church is gone, but it will be a dead letter. It is not so now, because there are those who live because He lives. He is present in our affections. 

That is the mighty power here of the Spirit of God. I do not care much for anything else if Christ has an open door here on earth, and that is entirely dependent on the Spirit of truth and the place that Christ has in the affections of His people. In that way everything depends on the heart. Propriety and orthodoxy are all very well in their place. I am not going to run a crusade against them, but I do not see any great power in them. The power is Christ in the affections of the saints. The gates of hell will not prevail against that. They may prevail against orthodoxy and propriety, but not against the place which Christ has in the affections of the assembly. 

Now we come to verse 21, and that is more individual. We get in the first few verses what is properly consequent on the coming of the Comforter, but what is normal has been gravely obscured; yet, after all, there is the individual, and that is what we have to see to. We see this in the Lord’s appeal to Laodicea, “I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and open the door”. If you have the commandments of Christ and keep them, you will find you have to do violence to the desires of the flesh. That you may be sure of: they are bound to run counter to all the dispositions of flesh; but the Lord says, “He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me”. It is vain to talk of loving Christ if you do not keep His commandments. Then the Lord says, If you do that, there will be an open door for Me. Christ will manifest Himself. By and by He will put Himself in evidence; then there will be a great open door; but the point is now, there is an open door for Him here A great thing that! We ought all to covet that it might be. Even though we may be very conscious how everything collective is obscured by the great mass of profession, still it remains true individually that if any man open the door Christ will come in. 

Do you think Christ manifests Himself for nothing? Depend upon it it is a great day in a person’s history, when Christ does manifest Himself. One will be a witness for Christ here then. He will never revert to his old ways. He will be careful henceforth about nothing but that there may be an open door for Christ in His absence. He will be characterised by loving Christ and keeping His commandments more abundantly. 

But the Lord goes further in verse 23. If the commandments of Christ are bound to run counter to every inclination of the flesh, so the word of Christ is bound to run counter to the course of this world; because the word of Christ will undoubtedly bring to light the elements of another world, and in the nature of things that must run counter to the elements of this world. I ask any thoughtful person: Do you expect to find the word of Christ in a newspaper? You will find much about this world and the present course of things, but the word of Christ brings to light all that is of God. Now look at the gain you get, “we will come unto him, and make our abode with him”. 

[p. 346] Christ is not content simply to find an open door for Himself, but He will have an open door too for the Father. That is a great thought. When He comes into the world hereafter He will not only bring in Himself but also the Father. The Father will get His proper place then, everything will be in accord, and there will undoubtedly be witness to the Father and the Son. It is true that if we love Christ and prove it in keeping His word we do not merely get the gain of Christ, He is in evidence, but He brings in the Father and makes Him known. “We will make our abode with him”. That is a very great thing. 

We are in a place of reproach, and I do not think we are found in a place of reproach for nothing. We have great gain if Christ is in evidence. You will be prepared to abandon everything that gives importance and position to you in this world. He is much greater than any worldly position or self-importance. What is the greatness of this world in comparison to Christ? Christ is equal to filling all things. He will fill all things with moral glory according to God. I can learn thus to be nothing, and to give up all that would give importance to me; I have learned my nothingness in the presence of divine love. The great thing is that Christ should have an open door, and I cannot see how that can be at the present time save through the affections of His people. 

I do not want to put out these things merely as a matter of interest; but my desire is that we may enter into them by the Spirit, and if we do enter into them, and they are made good in us, they will give a very remarkable character to us down here. We shall be morally distinguished. We shall not be what we were before. The man to whom Christ has manifested Himself, to whom He is in evidence, will bear the stamp of it. 

And the man with whom the Father and the Son make their abode will evidently bear a very peculiar stamp down here. It may not be appreciated by man or by the world, but it will undoubtedly be beneficial to man on [p. 347] earth. 

I just touch on these things. It is for us to enter into them by the power of the Spirit — the Comforter. He only can work all in us. 

It is most wonderful that after two thousand years we can go back to this chapter and find everything as fresh and real as at the beginning. 


Scripture references

John 14:1-31 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …



RECOVERY

[p. 348] RECOVERY

Matthew 2: 15

I just desire to add one word on the subject of recovery. (Matthew 2: 15.) What struck me (and I was very much interested in what our brother was bringing before us) was that it is a wonderful thing to see that God has the power of recovery with Himself. That is what I want to indicate. And that Christ is that power of recovery; and all recovery, whatever it may be — and it is a great principle with God beyond all manner of doubt — is really the revival of Christ. There is no recovery in man as man. All recovery, whether in the individual or in whatever circle it may be, is the revival of Christ in that individual or that circle. 

You see the principle in Israel. In a sense Israel began with Christ. This is seen in Moses. Israel has lost all savour of Christ, but all recovery and blessing for them in the future is the revival in them of Christ. You get the expression of this in Isaiah 53. Christ will be revived in them. It is wonderful that God has thus the power and principle of recovery with Himself. It is all involved in Matthew 2: 15: “Out of Egypt have I called my son”. Christ is identified with Israel. God had brought Christ in, and He is the power and principle of recovery. 

So in regard of the church. There is defection in the church. The principle of recovery is the revival of Christ in the saints. That is the force of what the Lord says in Laodicea. “I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire”. What is the recovery there? It is Christ. So in regard of the individual. We might take Peter as an example of this. Peter called to mind the word of Christ. It was the revival of Christ in him; he remembered the word the Lord had said to him. 

If there is recovery for any one of us — we have all had [p. 349] to be recovered in a kind of way — it is the power of Christ in us. The power of recovery is in Christ, and the way in which it works is by the revival of Christ, whether it be in the church, or Israel, or the individual. We all ought to be set for recovery; but I think the point is, that the principle of recovery should be seen in us. God would desire the revival of Christ in us, wrought by the Spirit of God, so that we ourselves might be the expression of the power of the Spirit of God in the way of recovery. 

It would be a good thing, and I heartily go with the desire for recovery to any extent in the saints down here, but it must be brought about by the revival of Christ. 

Revival is a very great thing. I do not limit it to the conversion of people. It is in the saints. No doubt if Christ were revived in the saints there would be much more work and power in the gospel. The revival must work in us. You may be confident there is no revival in man; the revival is the revival of Christ in man. 

God has brought Christ forward as the blessed One in whom He accomplishes all the purpose of His will, but also as the great principle of recovery for every one, whether Israel, or the church, or the individual. 

I only just desired to add that word. 


Scripture references

Matthew 2:15 (JND) [15] And he was there until the death of Herod, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken by [the] Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

Matthew 2:15 (JND) [15] And he was there until the death of Herod, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken by [the] Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Matthew 2:15 (JND) [15] And he was there until the death of Herod, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken by [the] Lord through the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.



BELIEVERS OR PRIESTS?

[p. 350] BELIEVERS OR PRIESTS?

1 Peter 2

Ques Is it not important to recognise that these epistles were written to those who had been Jews? 

FER I think so. There are many allusions to what had been, to things foreshadowed in Israel and taken up in the church. Here it is the spiritual house, the holy priesthood. 

Ques Is the first chapter the thought of the kingdom? 

FER I think Peter’s object in writing was to fill up certain gaps, to shew that nothing had lapsed. The priesthood and the nation had apparently lapsed; but the epistle comes in to shew how God had maintained the reality of these things. You get the spiritual house, the holy priesthood fulfilled in Christ’s assembly. “I will build my assembly, and hades’ gates shall not prevail against it”. The truth of the house was maintained. These things were only foreshadowed in Israel; the reality of them is found in the church. Aaron and his sons were typical; you get the antitype in Christ and the church; and the same is true of the holy nation, the peculiar people. 

Ques I should like to know the character of the service. 

FER It does not, I think, go beyond the capability of the offering priest. It corresponds with Hebrews 13 where they had not got the tabernacle or temple service, but were to go forth outside the camp, in the place of reproach; but they had the service of God, spiritual sacrifices. 

Ques Is this on certain occasions only? 

FER No. It is the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name. I never could understand the offering of sacrifices in connection with the holiest. The holiest was not the place of sacrifice, though on certain occasions [p. 351] the blood was brought in there. This passage in Peter gives us an insight into the true character of Christ’s assembly. You get steps in a way. “He that has called you”. “Not redeemed with corruptible things”. “Purified your souls”. “Born again, as by the word”. “Grow up to salvation”. You get all that, but you have not yet come to priesthood. I think the idea of priesthood has been made too small in the great anxiety to insist on the common priesthood of believers. It is God’s thought for all, but it is too much to say that all are priests. We are “believers” before we get the thought of a “spiritual house”. The coming to the Living Stone is a distinct step. Those who come are outside of what is of man; they are the building of Christ. 

Ques Is Christ’s assembly composed of priests? 

FER I think so. It is Christ’s assembly, of His kind, as Aaron and his sons. The priestly company has its accomplishment in those who have come to Christ as the Living Stone. 

Ques Are they those in verse 3? 

FER They are on the way to it. In Hebrews 13 we have, “By him therefore let us offer”. They are offered by Jesus Christ. In Ephesians we have, “through him we both have access”. You touch God at the present time in the appreciation of Christ. The man who does not appreciate Christ does not approach God except in a formal way. 

Ques Is there liberty for ‘believers’ to take part in the assembly? 

FER Yes; but the point is whether the part they take is as believers merely, or as priests. It may be difficult to determine. 

Ques “To you therefore who believe is the preciousness”. 

FER I take it, it is to us He is precious. Everything depends on the light in which Christ is apprehended. You want to apprehend Him as the centre of [p. 352] the company; you come to Him in that light, and in that light we are associated with Him. A man who is seeking to prosper in the world has not come to Him as the Living Stone, for virtually he does not admit disallowance. It is as having put on the new man that the apostle can speak of saints as elect, holy, beloved. You cannot get at priesthood apart from Christ being the centre of the company. “Ye in me and I in you”. You might have a very good believers’ meeting, plenty of rousing hymns and so on, and people mistake this for a happy meeting. I daresay it pleases the flesh pretty much. 

Ques What is tasting that the Lord is gracious? 

FER We appreciate Him. The point is, is the Lord alone good enough for you? People will say they like to have the Lord, but they want a good deal besides. Is He enough for you without anything besides? 

Ques In Matthew 16 is the assembly a house for dwelling in? 

FER Christ refers to gathering to Himself: it was building His assembly. David built up his own house, or God built David a house: that meant a family. The connection between assembly and house is intelligible. 

It is a wonderful thing that the church is identified with Christ in acceptance and in rejection. When He shines out as Sun of righteousness He will be precious in the universe — everybody likes the sun — but meanwhile He is precious to us: we are partners in His rejection. In Hebrews, if you go inside the veil, you go outside the camp. The test in our coming together is what we think of one another. It is very important that we come together aright with one another, or we shall not meet the Lord. The Lord meeting us is dependent on the way in which we come together. If we come together out at elbows with one another we are not entitled to think of meeting the Lord. It is a great satisfaction to come together here, where we are necessarily so much separated by our callings. The disciples came to meet one another in the upper room, and the Lord came [p. 353] to them. 

Ques Is it not a great test to come together to meet one another? 

FER I think what seriously affects us in it is under-currents of feeling. There would be more blessing to others if we were more in the fatness of God’s house. People would confess “that God is indeed amongst you”. If we came together in love there would not be these undercurrents: there ought to be a power in the Spirit to carry us above even the peculiarities of one another. The Lord will not make His presence felt when we are going on badly. 

The ultimate object is that there may be room for Christ: the immediate point is that we meet one another. We have to take into account the strength of the tie that exists among saints. It will necessarily draw us together; it is a powerful bond that holds us together. Partners in a business come together and are well pleased to meet one another. Everything depends on our appreciation of the bond that holds us together. At Corinth I think they came together in a very loose way. 

It is instinctive in the unity of the Spirit to come together. J.N.D. was asked why christians come together, and the answer was, ‘Because they cannot help it’. To come together in assembly would be perfectly natural if we understood the unity of the Spirit. I do not think the disciples had much difficulty when they came together in the upper chamber; they came because Christ was such a powerful bond to them. They came with one accord to one place. 

Rem This has not been a prominent thought among us, but I see its importance. 

FER We come together to meet and touch one another in the unity of the Spirit. You have nothing of the Lord’s presence mentioned in 1 Corinthians 11. There is fellowship — the bread and the cup — we express we are one body. Every heart answers to Christ, and it is that that brings us together. Christ is the bond. I [p. 354] think we are tested by our relation to one another. I am sure we do not respond to Christ if we do not to one another. Where there is estrangement and strong feeling, I doubt if a person should come into the assembly; let such go and be reconciled and then come. Every person is responsible to free himself from such feelings. 

Ques Are we to come together as believers or as priests? 

FER If as believers only, you are very individual; but if as priests, you are living stones come to the Living Stone. The first point in coming together is, that you are outside of the world, you also are disallowed, but by the Spirit you are in association with the One who is accepted. The whole universe of bliss hangs on Christ: 

He is “chosen of God and precious”. If you are baptised to Christ you are in a sense disallowed. 

Ques You quite admit that we come together to meet one another and the Lord? 

FER Certainly; but our meeting the Lord is dependent on our meeting one another. The presence of the Lord is not a matter of course. We come in affection to one another and expect the realisation of the Lord’s presence. My expectation is to meet the Lord. People take it that if you only come together in proper form, the Lord will be there. I do not believe that. The presence of the Lord is dependent on what we are in relation to one another. It is very possible to come together continually and not have the Lord’s presence. 

Ques Would the few who come in a right state be deprived of the Lord’s presence? 

FER I would not say so, for the few might save the meeting, and His presence be made good to the two or three, for they morally represent the assembly. 

Ques May we not be edified by the love expressed in a meeting where there is no ministry or gift? 

FER I think in a little meeting there may be fervent affection one to another; while in a big meeting there [p. 355] is often so much under the surface. 

Ques You would not put any hindrance in the way of the assembly to any one who is only a believer? 

FER Certainly not; that is a point that I have desired to make clear. You must take the meeting as you find it; we have to accept it in that way. The priests ought, however, to have the conduct of the service among us. The part that people take in assembly must be according to where they are. 

Ques Is it not a very serious matter to give out hymns beyond the state the company is in? 

FER I think people ought not to give out hymns that are beyond their own state; the great point is that it should be done from the heart. 

Ques I thought the Lord ordered all this if we are dependent on Him? 

FER I think it is rather that the Lord joins Himself to us. Everybody is affected by the Lord; but the thought that I should have with regard to His singing praises in the midst is that He attaches Himself to our praises. Christ is present in and to our hearts; it is more that thought. 

Ques In connection with the assembly? 

FER Yes. You have not got to conjure up an imagination. 

Ques But you have scripture for it? 

FER But it is because He is in us. He is pleased to identify Himself with two or three. 

Ques “I will come to you”? 

FER That is explained afterwards. “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. 

Ques In John 20 they were together, and the Lord came into their midst? 

FER Yes; but they had not the Spirit. He only came for a little while; everything was completely changed in the communication of the Spirit. He makes us conscious that He is in us. 

Ques I thought “I will come to you” was a question of visiting? 

FER Well, it may be that; but the Lord goes on to explain it. “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. He is showing what would characterise that day. 

Ques You keep up the thought of “I will come to you” as visiting? 

FER Yes; but because we are conscious He is in us: His presence realised. It is because we are in His life. The affections of Christ are in His body. They rest in His body here. 

Ques “We will come unto him”? 

FER That is individual; it is a different thought. It is wonderful that there is a company here on earth identified with Christ. And Christ is precious to the company. “To you that believe he is precious”, not to the priests only. There is no believer on the face of the earth to whom Christ is not precious. The real power of christianity is in the appreciation of Christ; a person will never give that up. Christ is entirely peculiar: a real Man; but entirely unlike every other man. He did not do things or speak like any one else. The gates of hell cannot prevail against the assembly because there is appreciation of Christ there. 


Scripture references

1 Peter 2 (JND) [1] Laying aside therefore all malice and all guile and hypocrisies and envyings and all evil speakings, [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. …

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Hebrews 13 (JND) [1] Let brotherly love abide. [2] Be not forgetful of hospitality; for by it some have unawares entertained angels. [3] Remember prisoners, as bound with [them]; those that are evil-treated, as being yourselves also in [the] body. …

Matthew 16 (JND) [1] And the Pharisees and Sadducees, coming to [him], asked him, tempting [him], to shew them a sign out of heaven. [2] But he answering said to them, When evening is come, ye say, Fine weather, for the sky is red; [3] and in the morning, A storm to-day, for the sky is red [and] lowering; ye know [how] to discern the face of the sky, but ye cannot the signs of the times. …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …



READING ON MATTHEW

[p. 357] READING ON MATTHEW

Matthew 13: 31 - 46

Ques In reference to the tree — is it the thought that the outward proportion is according to the inward corruption? 

FER Yes; but I think you must distinguish between them. The leaven and the mustard tree are two different similitudes. One represents one thing, and the other represents another. The tree conveys the idea of imperialism, a great conspicuous figure, which affords shelter. On the other hand, the leaven hid in the three measures of meal represents a great inflated mass leavened by corrupted doctrine — they are two distinct figures. 

Rem The mustard tree represents the hierarchical system of things. 

FER Yes, it becomes conspicuous in the world, ruling over the kings of the earth. The harlot will ride the beast. That is imperialism. The three measures of meal leavened represent a great inflated mass. 

Rem Permeating a given sphere. 

FER Exactly. 

Ques Do you get the end of those two views in Revelation 17 and 18? 

FER I should think what you get in Revelation is more the mustard tree. It is the great city Babylon that rules over the kings of the earth. 

Ques Does the apostle speak of leaven in 2 Timothy 3 where he gives a moral description of the last days? Does that give the idea of leaven? 

FER Not quite to my mind. I think leaven is very much more what is human. It is the adaptation of christianity to man. Everything is humanised. 

Rem That is the point — christianity adapted to [p. 358] human ideas. 

Ques Is it what is spoken of in Colossians 2? 

FER Yes, that is it. “After the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world”. 

Rem “They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world hears them”. 

FER What is our place in regard of all these things? We have a perception of them, and are professedly apart from them, but I do not know whether we are apart from them morally, and I fear in many minds there is a kind of hankering after them. What was said at the beginning was that if you stand outside these things, as recognising the character of them, you are a witness to the ruin. It is a poor kind of thing to be a witness to the ruin, but that is pretty much where we are. I do not know how far it is understood. 

Rem That is what was before me, that we might see how far we are sensible of the ruin and outside of it. The mustard tree is the ruin. 

Ques This is a picture of the ruin of what? 

Rem It is the ruin of the kingdom of heaven that is spoken of here. The mustard tree is the ruin. 

Ques Do you distinguish between the church and the kingdom of heaven? 

Rem I do; but in bringing in the kingdom the church comes into view. The mustard tree is a great hierarchical system which Christ never intended the church to be. 

Rem It is the product of a false kingdom instead of the true. Babylon is a false system. 

Rem You get the beginning of it in 1 Corinthians. “Ye have reigned as kings without us”. 

FER It is worth while to know what is in our minds when we speak about the ruin. When christianity assumed a form and character which God never intended, it was morally a ruin. God never intended that there should be clergy and sacramentalism and all that sort of thing; but that is the form that christianity has taken to a very large extent. 

[p. 359] Ques When we speak of the ruin, do we not think rather more of it in connection with a house than a tree? You would say that the house has broken down. 

FER I do not know that I should say that. I think christianity has. 

Rem Christianity was really intended to produce a moral witness for Christ here, and in that sense it has failed. 

Ques Does the failure embrace both the kingdom and the church phase of things? 

FER I think the ruin has come in upon christianity as a whole. I think every one who takes a place outside the great world order is a witness to the ruin. 

Ques Are you not a witness to what cannot be touched by ruin? Was not Paul? 

FER You are not qualified to be a witness to the ruin if you are not up to the mark. 

Rem Our collective position is a witness to the ruin. 

FER I do not understand a collective position. 

Ques “With those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, does not that imply a company? 

FER I do not mind who it is: it is anybody who calls on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

Ques What was in your mind when you said that you do not understand a collective position? 

FER I think our position is essentially individual. I cannot see any warrant for anything save what is individual in the present state of things. 

Rem But Scripture says, “Two are better than one”. 

FER I agree to that. I cannot see how we can be a witness to the ruin if we are lawless. A lawless man cannot be a witness to the ruin, he is in the ruin. If you get two people walking in righteousness they will naturally be drawn together. 

Rem A good deal has been said about our fellowship. 

Rem I think that means christian fellowship. 

Ques I often hear the expression, ‘So-and-so is not in our fellowship’. If we use such terms, [p. 360] what is meant? 

FER I should suppose that what is meant is that So-and-so is not walking in the truth. If a man is going on in Bethesda, I should not say that that man is really in the fellowship of the truth. 

Rem I have heard you say that the only warrant for our going on together in fellowship is in that passage in 2 Timothy: “follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart”. 

FER Quite so. It is the only warrant I know for it. 

Rem Then we must go on without any pretension, or without any idea of what is called corporate witness. 

Rem What you mean is that we cannot claim to be an ecclesiastical company in any sense. 

Rem We are in danger of becoming a tree. 

FER Well, a small tree. 

Rem I suppose we cannot help walking together if we are each walking in the truth. 

FER I do not mind at all if the truth is the bond. There are, I fear, a great many in fellowship with us who look upon brethren as an association, or something of the kind, on scriptural lines, and they are borne along with it. 

Rem I suppose it is that you really stand aside and through grace wait for Christ, and if there are any others waiting they are glad to break bread with you; not forming anything. 

FER Quite so. 

Rem I do not see in the seven churches that anything is under the eye of Christ but Romanism and Protestantism — Thyatira and Sardis; all the sects, and so on, are not anything under the eye of Christ, they are all part of Protestantism. It is Romanism on the one hand and Protestantism on the other. 

Ques What about Laodicea? 

Rem That is part of Protestantism. 

Ques What of Philadelphia? 

Rem That is also part of Protestantism. 

Rem Do you think these parables have any connection [p. 361] with the previous part of the gospel — the tree and the fruit — and the tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is cut down? I thought of Christ as the green tree. He was removed. The trees of the earth were cut down because of the evil in them. 

FER I think the fig tree has been cut down for good; but the fig tree represents man under culture, and it is cursed. 

Rem The tree that is spoken of here is not in connection with fruit good or bad. It is connected with shade and overshadowing. 

Ques When you speak of ‘individual’, is there not such a thing as the unity of the Spirit? 

FER Yes; but if you are a witness to the ruin, you do everything right, else you are no witness. If you are lawless you are involved in the ruin. The mystery of lawlessness already works, and it is only as we are apart from it that we are a witness to the ruin. 

Ques Is there any company that can act with authority? 

FER No. 

Ques How then can we deal with evil? 

FER You do not go on with it. There is no need to go on with evil. 

Ques Are we to look for “faithful men” today? 

FER Yes, I think so. I think we seek to act according to the truth. 

Rem It has often been said that it is only the assembly that can put away. 

FER I am a bit afraid of the collective idea. The meaning of putting away is to get apart from evil. I think the only thing that can act with the authority of Christ is the church. I do not think two or three acting in Christ’s name is really the church, only they are guided by the principle of the church. 

Ques If you went into a place you would try to find those who are calling on the Lord out of a pure heart? 

FER Yes, certainly; but I should not recognise a [p. 362] company. If I were asked to what company I belong, I should say, To none. 

Ques Would you address a letter of commendation to the saints? 

FER Yes; but it is not because I recognise a company, but because I know there are saints there who call upon the Lord with a pure heart; but those few saints are not the church. 

Ques What is it if it is not a company? 

FER A sort of two or three held together by the truth. In acting we can only act in the light of the church. 

Ques Would the expression “Tell it to the assembly” hold good now? 

FER The principle of it would, but I think we are in danger of getting into an organisation. We have lists of meetings or address books. 

Ques When you speak of a company you are using the word in a sense of an ecclesiastical company? 

FER Yes. People do their best to force us into some ecclesiastical position. Brethren are not an addition to the system around us; it is the very thing we have to contend against. I do not see any warrant for standing apart from what is in christendom, but in seeing that it is not according to God, and this is individual. 

Ques How would leaven affect us now? 

FER You will find in christendom that the precepts of christianity are very largely adapted to man as man. Men can take up an official position as men. For a clergyman it is not necessary that a man should be converted. I have no doubt that a great part of the world is largely affected by the precepts which you get in the epistles, but they are applied to man as man. 

Ques We have heard recently that many have taken the path without faith in it; is that what is in your mind to guard against? 

FER Yes; if people take account of brethren as a company, and attach themselves to them as such, there [p. 363] is no faith for the path, and they are hanging on some one else. I do not know what the end of it will be. We are, I fear, dragging on a lot of unwilling people. 

Ques What about young people who desire to take their place to remember the Lord? May they not be instructed? 

FER Yes; but they not only want instruction but faith for the path. 

Rem Abiding in Christ meets every difficulty. 

FER The sad thing to me is, that I see a great number today who do not seem to be abiding in Christ. I do not say that they are not christians, but they are in measure lawless. The only antidote to lawlessness is abiding in Christ. 

Ques What is our warrant for breaking bread at all if you get rid of the company idea? 

FER If you do not act in the light of the Lord, you are lawless. We want to walk in the light of the church. The moment we go out in thought to the whole church all is plain sailing. If a christian isolates himself he is lawless; but we want to keep ourselves and our own minds clear of the company idea. 

Rem There is a sense in which you can look at the company by taking in all saints. 

FER Yes, you are on plain ground then. 

Rem You would have a great objection to a christian isolating himself. 

FER Yes, I think he is lawless. 

Ques Does not breaking bread give the thought of a company? 

FER I break bread in thinking of the entire company. 

Rem The one loaf takes in the whole of the saints. 

FER Yes. In mind you take in all saints, and you break bread in view of all christians; we cannot compass all in fact, but in our mind we take in all saints. 

Rem You take in in your mind what is in God’s mind. 

FER Yes, exactly. “We being many are one body”. I do not see any warrant for taking the place of a company; we stand apart from the organisation of christendom. 

Rem The use of the word ‘company’ involves in many minds the idea of some kind of corporation. 

Rem The brethren. 

FER Yes. The great point is that we must each individually be in faith. I take myself as an example; if any one challenged me as to what I belong to in christendom I should say, ‘To nothing’. It would not be a quibble in my mind. 

Rem 2 Timothy is a great book for us now. It shews a clear path. Follow first righteousness, then faith, then love. 

FER Yes; but it is with those who call, &c. 

Rem It would be unbecoming for any company of christians to claim that they were calling on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

FER Yes, the individual does that. 

Ques When you speak of a company, would not that imply every one forming that company? 

Rem It is very difficult to convey an idea of what it is to others. It is inexplicable to people outside. 

FER I am not considering what they think, but what is in my own mind. My point is as to where we are in regard of these things in our own minds. I believe the thought in a great many minds is that brethren are a company in christendom gathered together on scriptural ideas. 

Rem You would refuse their putting you in a false position. 

FER I am anxious to be out of a false position in my own mind. I have no doubt the position is an exceedingly difficult one. 

Ques When we use the plural number, ‘we’ and ‘us’, ought we not to take in in our minds [p. 365] the whole church? 

FER Yes, I think so. The point with regard to it all is the idea that people have in their minds of the position taken up, and of our relation to all that is going on. 

Ques Did not all this come out some years ago in Fragmentary Remarks? 

FER I am quite sure all this was in Mr. Darby’s mind. No one was more averse to anything like organisation than he was. The very fact that any one of us is seeking to pursue the truth of necessity brings us together for the moment; but there can be no collective witness to the ruin; it is individual. 

Rem Mr. Darby maintained that we were only two or three, and if we were a witness to anything we were a witness to the ruin. 

Rem You are a witness to the ruin by abiding in Christ rather than by taking pains to let people know whom you are associated with. 

FER I think so. I want to see an end of lawlessness amongst those with whom we are associated. If we were abiding in Christ we should stand clear of a great many things we are now associated with. I see many people in fellowship who assent to the truth, but who are not governed by the truth. Do you think if people were abiding in Christ, they would be found in picture galleries? Is that suitable to abiding in Christ? If you are not abiding in Christ, you are sure to be lawless. 

Ques How is this difficulty to be met with regard to those who seek for help? 

FER The difficulty is, there are people who have not faith for the path. 

Ques What do you mean by faith for the path? 

FER Take Moses. Moses had every opportunity in the world, but he had faith for a path. If people have faith for the path they will be prepared for self-abnegation. If they want to get the best of both worlds, to get the things of this world as well as the things of Christ, they will not be much good. It is not that we make a [p. 366] company, but our bond is the truth. What we want to know more of is living down here in relation to the One in heaven. I defy anybody to find any antidote at all to lawlessness excepting abiding in Christ. It certainly means the entire setting aside of our own will. 

Ques Do I get a right impression that the only thing for us is for the truth of God to be made good in our souls individually? 

FER Yes. 

Ques What would you say abiding in Christ is? 

FER It is like the earth abiding in the sun. It is coming under the influence of Christ; you are held by attraction to Christ. 

Rem If we are walking in the Spirit, we shall be abiding in Christ. 

FER I think the whole universe will abide in Christ, and that is how God intends to set lawlessness aside. In the meantime we abide in Christ and He in us. I do not think Christ will abide in you if you do not abide in Him. If Christ is your Head Christ is your intelligence, and you view everything according to Him. Christ in the gospels never viewed anything according to man. Man’s thoughts were continually presented to Him, but He never viewed anything according to man. We have the mind of Christ, and we view everything in relation to Christ and not to ourselves. 

Rem I remember a brother saying that practical christianity may be summed up in two expressions: the sum of the Spirit’s teaching is abide in Christ, and the sum of Christ’s teaching is “Love one another”. 

Rem I suppose if two persons were abiding in Christ they would be loving one another, and there would be unity? 

FER I think so. The true principle is — “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another”. We cannot get out of that — “We have fellowship one with another”. 


Scripture references

Matthew 13:31-46 (JND) [31] Another parable set he before them, saying, The kingdom of the heavens is like a grain of mustard [seed] which a man took and sowed in his field; [32] which is less indeed than all seeds, but when it is grown is greater than herbs, and becomes a tree, so that the birds of heaven come and roost in its branches. [33] He spoke another parable to them: The kingdom of the heavens is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal until it had been all leavened. [34] All these things Jesus spoke to the crowds in parables, and without a parable he did not speak to them, [35] so that that should be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things hidden from [the] world's foundation. [36] Then, having dismissed the crowds, he went into the house; and his disciples came to him, saying, Expound to us the parable of the darnel of the field. [37] But he answering said, He that sows the good seed is the Son of man, [38] and the field is the world; and the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom, but the darnel are the sons of the evil [one]; [39] and the enemy who has sowed it is the devil; and the harvest is [the] completion of [the] age, and the harvestmen are angels. [40] As then the darnel is gathered and is burned in the fire, thus it shall be in the completion of the age. [41] The Son of man shall send his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all offences, and those that practise lawlessness; [42] and they shall cast them into the furnace of fire; there shall be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth. …

Revelation 17 (JND) [1] And one of the seven angels, which had the seven bowls, came and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the sentence of the great harlot who sits upon the many waters; [2] with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication; and they that dwell on the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. [3] And he carried me away in spirit to a desert; and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. …

Revelation 18 (JND) [1] After these things I saw another angel descending out of the heaven, having great authority: and the earth was lightened with his glory. [2] And he cried with a strong voice, saying, Great Babylon has fallen, has fallen, and has become the habitation of demons, and a hold of every unclean spirit, and a hold of every unclean and hated bird; [3] because all the nations have drunk of the wine of the fury of her fornication; and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have been enriched through the might of her luxury. …

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

Colossians 2 (JND) [1] For I would have you know what combat I have for you, and those in Laodicea, and as many as have not seen my face in flesh; [2] to the end that their hearts may be encouraged, being united together in love, and unto all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to [the] full knowledge of the mystery of God; [3] in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and of knowledge. …



ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD AND ETERNAL LIFE

[p. 367] ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD AND ETERNAL LIFE

John 10: 1 - 18

In chapters 8, 9 and 10 of John’s gospel we have shewn to us God coming down in divine love, in the Person of His Son, to dispossess death and undo the works of the devil. It also brings into view the bread and water of life as available to man. It goes back to the serpent of brass, in chapter 3 without which all promises are unavailable. From chapters 1 to 7 light is brought to the Jew. In chapters 8 and 9 the light is rejected. Chapter 10 shows that in spite of the Jewish refusal, God secures a flock and the privilege of it is, “I give unto them eternal life”. This promise was not made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. In chapter 9 the Lord gave the blind man his sight in order that he might be a witness to the Jew that He (the Lord Jesus) was the only begotten Son of God — the One who was with God before the world was. The first six chapters of John are extremely evangelical, both in character and spirit; “whosoever” and “any man” are continually brought in. It is not now confined to the Jew, but “whosoever will” can take of the water of life freely. 

Ques Does the fold, spoken of in chapter 10, represent Israel? 

FER Not exactly; it was an enclosure in which the sheep of God were kept for protection from the wolf (verse 16). “Other sheep I have which are not of this fold” — Christ came to lead them out. It is a new system of things, Christ is the door. “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me”. This is going on now. 

Christendom is made up of folds, or enclosures, going back to an old state of things. For instance, Roman Catholics affirm that salvation is to be had in their church, 

[p. 368] and not outside. All other bodies, or sects, that tie the flesh come under the same name. It is fancied security, or judaising. “I have come that they might have life”. He came to annul the power of death; so, now, man passes out of death into life. Eternal life is the purpose of God’s love in the gift of His only Son. The Son is the point of contact between God and man. 

In chapters 8 and 9 the world is tested by the light. He leads a flock outside the world’s order. Fold is the character of this world, and must be avoided. Christ is the door of the sheep, not only to lead them out, but, by Me if any man enter in (to God by Christ) he shall go in and out and find pasture. As in the case of the blind man, when he told them he was saved they put him out of the synagogue — or fold. Christ takes him up there. Sheep have liberty to go in and out and find pasture. They have no fear of the wolf. The power to save us from the wolf is the Spirit, and it is inside instead of the walls outside. 

The pasture spoken of is the word of God: all the goodness of God at our disposal, a clear knowledge of God by Jesus Christ which is an altogether new thing. “They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness”. (Psalm 145: 7.) Perish, in verse 28, is the contrast to pasture. Acts 2: 21 refers to the same. Could I crack my finger at the devil now? Not exactly, as he does not always come as a wolf, he is transformed to an angel of light and we need to have on the whole armour of God to be able to stand. 

Dissenters, etc., are all too narrow. They, perhaps, have a certain amount of truth, but being narrow there is no liberty. We want to be outside of all that. Where the Spirit is there is liberty. Outside the fold, but near the Shepherd; that is, well within the bounds of the Spirit. I am dead against brethrenism. When conceit or self-satisfaction comes in, or a fancied possession of the real truth, it is a bad time; or if they seek to be aught but the broken people of God — there is one flock and 

[p. 369] one Shepherd. In this there is no outward glamour or worldly show. When God brought Israel out of Egypt, through the wilderness, all the world knew of it. It is not so now. Blessing at the present time is the consciousness of God knowing us and our knowing Him: “I know my sheep and am known of mine”. Christ is the good Shepherd, He gave His life for the sheep. He came that every thought of scripture might be gathered in Him as Son of Abraham, Son of David, but that is not of much importance. The great thing is ‘He knows His sheep and is known of them’. It is a wonderful thing to know Christ. Christ is my intimate Friend. He knows all about me. I have often said I have not a friend on earth. Certainly there are some saints that I am more acquainted with than others, but I know Him without any kind of reserve, a real impression of liberty. The good Shepherd knows and loves me perfectly. He knows me in reference to that which God has wrought in me, and promotes me to it. An earthly minister, or hireling, is one who serves for pay, he makes a living out of it. He has no love or affection for the sheep, it is officialism. He is not constrained by the love of Christ; the good Shepherd, and the one Shepherd. All true knowledge has its seat in love; so with sheep in Christ. We expand by the knowledge of God. It is impossible to know God without loving Him. God is love. The good Shepherd prepares the way for the one Shepherd. One flock, one Shepherd because it is all of God, not of man. It not only breaks the power of death, but brings us into that place where death cannot reach us — resurrection ground. 


Scripture references

John 10:1-18 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. …

Psalms 145:7 (JND) [7] They shall abundantly utter the memory of thy great goodness, and shall sing aloud of thy righteousness.

Acts 2:21 (JND) [21] And it shall be that whosoever shall call upon the name of [the] Lord shall be saved.



THE LORD AS GATHERING POINT FOR ALL

[p. 370] THE LORD AS GATHERING POINT FOR ALL

John 12: 20 - 33

Chapters 11 and 12 of John take up what is personally Christ Himself; His own glory, and also the present place of Christ, as in verse 32: “I, if I be lifted up out of the earth will draw all to me”. This refers to Christ as the gathering point at the present time. The question is of Christ “lifted up” and the prince of this world to be cast out. 

In this part of the gospel we get Christ presented in three characters. In chapter 11 we have witness to the “Son of God” in giving life to Lazarus. In chapter 12 as “Son of David” — thy King cometh, verses 12 to 16; also as “Son of man” He must be lifted up. There He is: Son of God — life-giving power; Son of David — sure mercies of David; Son of man — over all things as Head. 

The previous chapters bring out the fidelity of God. He will have a flock in spite of the perverseness of man. The effect of the death of Christ is that much fruit is being brought forth (the good seed) as in the “corn of wheat”. The “much fruit” is the flock that is being gathered. God will have the children of Israel for a flock hereafter. At the present time every thought of God is centred in the church. It has the place of the “Israel of God”, not in a public way, but spiritually. 

Old Testament prophecies are left out for a time. God’s thoughts are taken up with the education of the church, hence the church will come down out of heaven as the holy Jerusalem, having the glory of God and like unto a stone most precious. (Revelation 21: 11.) 

The “corn of wheat” (verse 24,) brings out the principle of death. The Lord Jesus could have gone back to glory without dying, but He must die to bring forth much fruit. At present, many sons are being brought to glory. Verse 28, “Father glorify thy name ... I have both glorified it and will glorify it again”. The raising up of Lazarus from the dead is a witness to His glory. In Hebrews 2 we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour, but all things are not yet put under Him. He is not yet displayed. The church is a witness for Christ on the ground of resurrection. It must be so, or everything would not be in accord with Christ risen. Death is swallowed up in victory. Christ in resurrection is a gathering point for all. “I, if I be lifted up ... will draw all to me” is on the ground of redemption, and if drawn to Christ all are gathered unto one. He is the point of attraction. A feeble illustration is the magnet, how it draws the little pieces of steel. Testimony is now being borne to Him and the result is that men are being drawn to Him. All power is in His name. 

There are several instances in Scripture in which this thought is expressed. “In his name”, “Through faith in his name”, “At the name of Jesus every knee should bow”. Also in the Psalms, “How excellent is thy name in all the earth!” No man on earth is equal to a christian for soundness, that is one who has put off the old man, and put on the new. Peter used the power of His name and we ought to use it, too. In preaching, too much cannot be made of His name; concerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. His name is His renown. 

When men lifted up the Son of God they thought they had got rid of Him; but not so with God. It was not the purpose of God that He should stay there. The character of testimony at the present time is that people are being brought to Christ; not merely that they should be converted, that is not sufficient, they should be drawn to Christ. The Man lifted up is a rallying point for all. 

In the present day God is working out the disentanglement of good and evil. In preaching the speaker must have faith in His name. Peter said, ‘I have neither silver nor gold, but such as I have give I unto thee’, or, I have nothing of this world’s goods, but in the name [p. 372] of Jesus of Nazareth rise up and walk. That was a wonderful scene. 

God has given Him a name which is above every name; the name of a glorious Man who is Head over all things. Evil could have no power where His name is in power. The name indicates what God sets forth in a Person. What God set forth in Him, when down here, was “Emmanuel”, that is, “God with us”. He shall save His people from their sins. We have now got the world in the name of Christ, ‘christendom’. It is a very dangerous form. Satan is the god and prince of it. It shews that we should be separate from it. The expression ‘world’ in John is the ordinate system which has pretension to light. There is no reality in the worldly system; it is that in which man is glorified. 

The last Adam has gone up into heaven, and the Holy Spirit has come down to bring report of Him. No one is adequate to bear testimony to the Man in heaven but by the Spirit, and nothing can deliver us out of system but the apprehension of the Son of man lifted up as the Head of the vast universe of bliss. This has a very separating effect. The Man lifted up on the cross is the point of attraction. In believing on the Lord Jesus Christ you touch God. 


Scripture references

John 12:20-33 (JND) [20] And there were certain Greeks among those who came up that they might worship in the feast; [21] these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and they asked him saying, Sir, we desire to see Jesus. [22] Philip comes and tells Andrew, [and again] Andrew comes and Philip, and they tell Jesus. [23] But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except the grain of wheat falling into the ground die, it abides alone; but if it die, it bears much fruit. [25] He that loves his life shall lose it, and he that hates his life in this world shall keep it to life eternal. [26] If any one serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there also shall be *my* servant. [And] if any one serve me, him shall the Father honour. [27] Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour. But on account of this have I come to this hour. [28] Father, glorify thy name. There came therefore a voice out of heaven, I both have glorified and will glorify [it] again. [29] The crowd therefore, which stood [there] and heard [it], said that it had thundered. Others said, An angel has spoken to him. [30] Jesus answered and said, Not on my account has this voice come, but on yours. [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: …

Revelation 21:11 (JND) [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone;

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …



THINGS NEW AND OLD

[p. 373] THINGS NEW AND OLD

Hebrews 2: 5 - 18; 3: 1

I seek to connect things new and old. There are personal links between the saints and the fathers; Abraham and Isaac. We get in chapter 6 the inheritance of promise given to Abraham. We, on believing, are exhorted to lay hold on the hope set before us. The dealings of God with Israel were unfruitful, and are now set aside for a time. We are now in the promise of God — not connected with the law. The principles of our position now are seen in God’s dealing with the fathers; Abraham and Isaac. God took the seed of Abraham, also a number of nations, and they were called the “Garden of God”. Israel was God’s vine. It was brought out of Egypt and planted in the land of promise, illustrating man under culture. Instead of bringing forth fruit unto God it was only productive of wild grapes. God judged the vine, also the nations, because of their rejection of Christ. The Jew is now cast forth a vagabond and wanderer on the face of the earth; without king, prince, or any kind of recognition. Nevertheless, God has a mark set upon them that they may not be exterminated. 

The parable of the fig tree is an antitype of them. It brought forth no fruit for God, therefore He says, “Cut it down”. Although God dealt so long with Israel there was really no great advance in His purposes. The golden calf brought out their hopeless condition, but judgment was not then executed. Read Hebrews 11:7-10; Hebrews 11:13-16 and Hebrews 11:27-30. In verse 8 we see that by faith Abraham left all, or severed all his fleshly connections, and went out not knowing where he went. 

In Psalm 8 we see Jesus crowned with glory and honour; God has made Him to have dominion over the work of His hands; also in Hebrews 2 and 9. In these the world to come is in view. This bring us back to Abraham and [p. 374] Isaac, as Abraham is heir of the world to come (Romans 4: 13). He was made the depository of promise and represents the world to come in which all the promises are fulfilled. He sought for a better country, or looked for a city which hath foundations whose builder and maker is God. The purpose of God was to have a heavenly company, and he was made the heir. The existing world has been set aside by God and He has the world to come in view in connection with the “Son of man”. 

Sarah is connected with Abraham. She, in Galatians 4, symbolises Jerusalem above; Hagar, Jerusalem below. We, like Isaac, are children of promise (Galatians 4: 28, 29). As he was mocked by Ishmael so we may expect it from our relations after the flesh. 

There are three points thus brought out. (1) Our connection with Abraham. (2) Our connection with Sarah. (3) Our connection with Isaac. Israel is put aside as they do not advance God’s purpose. They shew out more distinctly God’s dealings with man. Our connections with these are great landmarks. 

Abraham was called out of the world. This separated him from all flesh outwardly that he might become a vessel of blessing. We are his children by faith in Christ. We are in Christ and are attracted to Him by the Spirit; a moral link by which (from real attraction, not formal, very real in the heart) we are become His seed and heirs according to promise. In God’s call of grace to us we have not to go from one country to another as in the case of Abraham; but He, by His Spirit, separates fleshly links, also attracts to Christ, as John 12; “I, if I be lifted up”. He forms the centre of attraction to men. If we are in Christ we are children and heirs according to promise. We do not sufficiently take into account what a great inheritance is ours. Free from sin and sorrow; we have got the Earnest now, the Spirit (Ephesians 1: 14). The inheritance is very great; as great as could be. We are heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ, if we suffer with Him. It is a great, grand thing [p. 375] to look for His coming, when all things shall be put under Him and we shall be in the full enjoyment of it. It is, however, our privilege now to be led through it by the Spirit of God. 

Sarah is our mother. We are children of Jerusalem above. It is said that, naturally, the character of a child is taken from its mother. Most men of note or fame have had illustrious mothers. Ishmael was born into bondage; Isaac, freeborn, liberty. Thus we, being children of Jerusalem above, take our character from that and are in the liberty and truth of the new covenant. People brought up under law are characterised by Hagar — bondage. God has no pleasure in bondage. The new covenant sets forth God’s disposition towards us. If we are really in the good of what it is we should know perfect deliverance from everything contrary to God. The true reason why we are not enjoying liberty is because we are not sufficiently acquainted with God’s disposition towards us. “Perfect love casts out fear”. 

We get this set before us every Lord’s day. “This cup is the new covenant in my blood”. Wherever the Spirit of God is there is liberty. We are, by the Spirit, in the region of divine love. We ought to be in the good of perfect love, even on the judgment day. The two disciples asked Jesus, “Where dwellest thou?” He answered, “Come and see”. We only need to “come and see” and we find ourselves in His abode in full liberty, and in the blessed presence of divine love. 

Isaac associates us with the true Isaac; that is, Christ risen. Isaac was, in figure, the child of resurrection and the promises were confirmed to him in resurrection. We are on the ground of His death (dead to sin) and on the ground of His resurrection, in accord with Christ risen, and the Head of the universe of bliss. The resurrection morning was an event of immense import. There was never a morning like it. It meant the revival of everything for God; the introduction of a universe, the church is seen. 

[p. 376] By faith we have died with Him, but we are also risen with Him. Therefore, set your mind on things above; that is, the Son of man crowned with glory and honour. If then we are risen with Him, we are the children of promise. He says to the Father, “I in them and thou in me”. Also, “Go to my brethren and say to them I ascend to my Father and your Father”, and, “He is not ashamed to call us brethren”. He has annulled the power of death and destroyed him that had the power of death and He is now the leader of our salvation that He may save and conduct us within the veil. Israel was a stiff-necked and rebellious people; there was nothing for God in them — like the barren fig tree. We are viewed in Christ, and by the Spirit are seed of Abraham according to promise. The seed of Sarah, secret of true liberty. If a christian is in bondage there are some fleshly links that have not been severed. We are children of a free woman and associated with the true Isaac. 

May the Spirit conduct us to the place where Christ abides; as Ruth said to Naomi “Whither thou goest I will go”. May we be influenced by the power of His life, with His love in us and associated with Him in glory. Man’s legality always hinders the unfolding of these blessed truths. 


Scripture references

Hebrews 2:5-18 (JND) [5] For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak; [6] but one has testified somewhere, saying, What is man, that thou rememberest him, or son of man that thou visitest him? [7] Thou hast made him some little inferior to the angels; thou hast crowned him with glory and honour, [and hast set him over the works of thy hands;] [8] thou hast subjected all things under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, he has left nothing unsubject to him. But now we see not yet all things subjected to *him*, [9] but we see Jesus, who [was] made some little inferior to angels on account of the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; so that by the grace of God he should taste death for every thing. [10] For it became him, for whom [are] all things, and by whom [are] all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make perfect the leader of their salvation through sufferings. [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, [12] saying, I will declare thy name to my brethren; in [the] midst of [the] assembly will I sing thy praises. [13] And again, I will trust in him. And again, Behold, I and the children which God has given me. [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage. [16] For he does not indeed take hold of angels [by the hand], but he takes hold of the seed of Abraham. …

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

Hebrews 11:7-10 (JND) [7] By faith, Noah, oracularly warned concerning things not yet seen, moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his house; by which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which [is] according to faith. [8] By faith Abraham, being called, obeyed to go out into the place which he was to receive for an inheritance, and went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he sojourned as a stranger in the land of promise as a foreign country, having dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with [him] of the same promise; [10] for he waited for the city which has foundations, of which God is [the] artificer and constructor.

Hebrews 11:13-16 (JND) [13] All these died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them from afar off and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and sojourners on the earth. [14] For they who say such things shew clearly that they seek [their] country. [15] And if they had called to mind that from whence they went out, they had had opportunity to have returned; [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

Hebrews 11:27-30 (JND) [27] By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he persevered, as seeing him who is invisible. [28] By faith he celebrated the passover and the sprinkling of the blood, that the destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. [29] By faith they passed through the Red sea as through dry land; of which the Egyptians having made trial were swallowed up. [30] By faith the walls of Jericho fell, having been encircled for seven days.

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Hebrews 9 (JND) [1] The first therefore also indeed had ordinances of service, and the sanctuary, a worldly one. [2] For a tabernacle was set up; the first, in which [were] both the candlestick and the table and the exposition of the loaves, which is called Holy; [3] but after the second veil a tabernacle which is called Holy of holies, …

Romans 4:13 (JND) [13] For [it was] not by law that the promise was to Abraham, or to his seed, that he should be heir of [the] world, but by righteousness of faith.

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …

Galatians 4:28-29 (JND) [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as then he that was born according to flesh persecuted him [that was born] according to Spirit, so also [it is] now.

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.



THE HOUSE OF GOD

[p. 377] THE HOUSE OF GOD

1 Timothy 3; 4

The object which the apostle had in writing the epistle is given as: “That thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God”. 

The epistle, therefore, is of extreme importance. We know how to behave in one another’s houses; we have an idea as to proper conduct in regard of them; here we get instruction as to our behaviour in the house of God. 

The house of God is the place of light, it is the place where light is, because God dwells there. The tabernacle was the place of light, because it was the house of God. In christianity God dwells by the Spirit in the house; it is the place of light. If God dwells there, then conduct suited to this is needed; and if you know how to behave there, you will know how to behave everywhere. A man would be so affected by the house of God that he would not misconduct himself anywhere. People take off their hats out of reverence when they go into a church, but they put them on again when they go out, their conduct is not affected by it, but we are always in the house of God, and our conduct is ever to be affected by this thought, God is ever here. 

It is a spiritual house; but this term, used in 1 Peter 2: 5, does not apply to a local assembly; it is a general idea. The house is as much here as ever, but the idea of it is greatly obscured; the Spirit is here, and if so He dwells in the house. It was Christ who formed the house, then the Spirit came to dwell in it, and the house was widened out greatly. Testimony goes out from the house: the leading thought is that it is the pillar and ground of the truth, to guard it, and it is the place of our education, and so discipline goes on in the house. So also we read that judgment must begin at the house of God, that is, discipline as Ananias in Acts 5; also persecution [p. 378] is allowed for our education in the house of God, and you get in 1 Corinthians 11 those weak and sickly among them; so, too, you get comfort and encouragement in connection with the house. 

All is vital in the house; it is a spiritual house: it had been a material house, but Stephen said, “The most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands”. For a time christianity had the character of God’s house, but when man came into authority then christianity ceased to be the house of God, because man then ruled rather than the Spirit of God. 

The house is still here, but man’s rule has come in, and hence that which is of God has been lost sight of. I ought to rule in my own house, and God rules in His. True believers only form the house of God, the church of the living God. In the house of God restoration of order is really seen, man and wife are seen in their true relationship, and from the house of God there is prayer, intercession and giving of thanks, made for kings, etc. In my sense of things the thought of the house of God ought ever to be present with me. It is anticipative in a way, for God will dwell in the whole universe, now He dwells in the house; it is provisional now, not final. When He dwells in the universe, then we find that God is all in all. A person might say, What is the good of getting a thought of the house of God, why not make the best of things as they are? It is only in separating from things unsuited that you get any idea of the house. To very many the building is the house of God, and so they have very little light in regard of Christ. Here you get very definite thoughts of Christ. 

Ques Why is Christ Jesus (chapter 1.) our hope? 

The apostle saw everything failing, so it is our hope, though everything be failing, He is our hope, there were certain truths that became prominent as soon as failure came in. When everything decayed in Israel in Old Testament days, then faith was sustained by prophets, who spoke of the coming of Christ, so in the New [p. 379] Testament, when failure had come in, then truth such as Christ, our hope, and the truth of eternal life come more into prominence. In the house of God you get the thought of order; man and wife, elders and deacons. Elders have more to do with things spiritually; deacons more with things temporally, it would not be seemly for a boy to look after people spiritually. 

When the assembly came together elders and deacons would not be there as such. God dwelling here by His Spirit is most important, it affects your heart and spirit: I am in the presence of God sensibly; there are a thousand things now that I cannot touch, because I recognise God dwelling here by His Spirit. I cannot resort to certain methods, because God is here: I recognise that God is dwelling here, I have it before me. What is suitable to the presence of God? 

In furnishing a house even, or in women’s dress, etc., this question confronts you. A person may have a fine house, but what if the children are unruly? In the house of God the Spirit speaks expressly; He knew that things would come in and corrupt the saints. As to the thought of the Father’s house, there you get the grand result: the house of God is on earth, we have hardly got to the Father’s house yet; we have got to the reality of the house of God, and we know the Father’s house. 

What we lack is piety; you may get much faith and very little piety; faith does not test as piety does. 

Piety means that God is brought in, and that tests; God is a reality to you, you bring in the living God, the man who does that is considered a fool by the world. 

In Cromwell’s day the saying was, ‘Trust in God and keep your powder dry!’ but the question is, Was the powder according to God? You must see that things you take up are according to God. 

Paul would hardly have insured his life. A man having a free hand ought to trust in God, that is piety. 

The line between prudence and piety is very difficult to point out; prudence may develop into covetousness. 

[p. 380] It is a very real thing to apprehend continually the presence of God, and to trust in the living God in contrast to all that is of death around. We have not to do with a God who is subject to such conditions as we have to do with; He is the living God. 

When He comes out publicly as the living God, then men will not die; things will be changed. It is a great lever to piety when you apprehend the presence of the living God. He is the Saviour of all, but especially of believers. The great question is piety; it is the doctrine according to piety. We want to see the young more pious; for piety is not merely consenting to truth, but the introduction of the living God into the detail of life. 


Scripture references

1 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] The word [is] faithful: if any one aspires to exercise oversight, he desires a good work. [2] The overseer then must be irreproachable, husband of one wife, sober, discreet, decorous, hospitable, apt to teach; [3] not given to excesses from wine, not a striker, but mild, not addicted to contention, not fond of money, …

1 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] But the Spirit speaks expressly, that in latter times some shall apostatise from the faith, giving their mind to deceiving spirits and teachings of demons [2] speaking lies in hypocrisy, cauterised as to their own conscience, [3] forbidding to marry, [bidding] to abstain from meats, which God has created for receiving with thanksgiving for them who are faithful and know the truth. …

1 Peter 2:5 (JND) [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Acts 5 (JND) [1] But a certain man, Ananias by name, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, [2] and put aside for himself part of the price, [his] wife also being privy to it; and having brought a certain part, laid it at the feet of the apostles. [3] But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled thy heart that thou shouldest lie to the Holy Spirit, and put aside for thyself a part of the price of the estate? …

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …



THE "WORD OF CHRIST" AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

THE “WORD OF CHRIST” AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Luke 10: 38 - 42; Luke 11: 1 - 4

I desire to say a few words in regard of the expression, “One thing is needful”. That was the mind of the Lord; and Mary had chosen that good part, which should not be taken from her. The one thing needful is the knowledge of Christ, and this becomes effective in two ways: one, in bringing about the appreciation of Himself, and the other, in our own practical displacement. Martha presented a contrast to Mary. Mary was silent, she had nothing to say; while there is a record of complaint on Martha’s part, and her complaint is often true of us. There was a good bit of self about her. If she had been sitting at the feet of Jesus, she would not have been found complaining. It revealed that though there was real attachment to Christ, there was not practical displacement of self; if there is not that, it indicates that we have not fully appreciated Christ. The two things go together. We sometimes speak about a change from Adam to Christ; that means our displacement on the one hand, and the appreciation of Christ on the other. Hence it becomes a point of moment to us to inquire how that is brought about. That is what I understand by the ‘one thing needful’. We cannot take the ground of being benefactors with regard to the world; and if we do not take that ground, what are we worth here except as having, by divine teaching, the appreciation of Christ? That is what I should call the salt of the earth. Nothing gives us any true character but appreciation of Christ, and if the salt have lost its savour, it is good for nothing. 

I would say a word in regard of the light in which Christ is presented in the parable of the good Samaritan. No doubt the true condition of the Jew in the eye of God [p. 382] is indicated in the state of the man who, having fallen among the thieves, was wounded, stripped of his raiment, and left half dead. It is a striking picture of declension, it was on the way from Jerusalem to Jericho; but the point is, that when the representatives of the law could do nothing, the neighbour came in and shewed mercy; he came from outside. Christ is thus pictured in the Samaritan; He did not really spring up among the Jews; He did, in one sense, according to the flesh, but He came from another direction — from heaven — to shew mercy. We have a beautiful illustration of this in the case of the paralytic. All those who accepted Christ were conscious of having received mercy at the hands of Christ, and they knew that they would still receive mercy. When Christ was parted from the apostles, they knew that they could look for the mercy of Christ unto eternal life. They knew that Christ had come on the part of God, to make known to them the grace of God and forgiveness, and that His mercy would be toward them, until the divine result was brought about in them. That is the character in which the Neighbour had come, not to execute judgment, but full of grace and truth, to shew mercy until man no longer stood in need of it. 

The picture widens in what follows as to Martha and Mary. The direct application of the parable of the good Samaritan was to the Jew; but now the scene widens, and it is here that we are touched, because the point now is, what is needful for the moment. The one thing is the knowledge and appreciation of Christ. Israel had been tested. The fig-tree spoken of in chapter 13 is a figure of man under culture. Man had been under culture in the Jew, but the fig-tree was about to be cut down. What remains? Christ remains; He has become Man, the Man who has come to accomplish the will of God. Christ has come in according to Psalm 40, and the law of God is in His heart, so that one thing remains. Hence you can understand that the knowledge and appreciation of Christ is the one thing needful. “If [p. 383] one died for all, then were all dead”. What remains? The One who rose. The bearing of this is of all moment to us. It is not simply a question of shewing mercy to us, but of One having come to do God’s will, and who has the law of God in His heart. Both those expressions refer to us in their bearing and import, and we have to learn to appreciate Christ in that light. 

Now Mary represents a person whose thought is to enter the holiest. It may be said the holiest was not there, but where do you think the sanctuary was at that moment? In the house of Martha; there cannot be two judgments about it. Christ was the Sanctuary, and Mary pictures one who is set on entering into it. A person seeks to enter the sanctuary, because he wants to become acquainted with the secret of God. When the secret becomes manifest, there may not be the same necessity for entering into the sanctuary to learn it; but it is of all moment that we should exercise the boldness that we have to enter into the holiest, in order that we may gain instruction in the secret of God. Mary evidently had an idea that there were wonderful things in Christ, hence she was content to be silent, and to sit at His feet and hear His word, and the Lord commends her. If we have at heart to enter into the holiest, and to get instruction in the secret of God, the Lord would, I think, commend us, and would say that we had chosen the good part. The secret of God is in Christ, and hence I said that Christ was the Sanctuary, and that Mary’s thought was to enter the sanctuary and learn the mind of God. There were two things in the holiest, the ark of the covenant, and the mercy-seat; Christ is both. He came to do the will of God, to abolish that which rendered sacrifices necessary. The condition of man and his conduct made sacrifice a necessity on his part, but God had no pleasure in sacrifices which were offered under the law, and the first principle of the accomplishment of God’s will was to remove that man whose condition and conduct made sacrifice necessary. Hence Christ Himself [p. 384] became the victim, that He might offer Himself to set aside that man, and with the setting aside of that man, the whole system of sacrifices needful on account of that man’s condition, in which God had no pleasure, was set aside, for One had come in to do His will. 

You can only know Christ by His word. Mary heard His word. His word is that which is expressive of Himself. The word of Christ is seen in two things: in the accomplishment of the will of God on the one hand, and in the law of God being in His heart on the other. He does not say, Thy law is within My heart and I come to do Thy will. He reverses it. “I come to do thy will” is first, and appears to be connected with the offering of Himself, as seen in Hebrews 10; then He says, “Thy law is within my heart”. He is going to give that law to the universe, and how has He given it to us? By giving us His Spirit, that we might be in His life, that is, in the love of God. We could not live in the life of Christ if we did not live in that in which He lives. Christ has made us to participate in that which is a well of water springing up in the believer to eternal life. The requirements of the law are fulfilled in those who walk not after the flesh but after the Spirit. If you take in those two thoughts, the accomplishment of God’s will in the removal of the man whose condition made sacrifice necessary, and the giving the law of God to the universe, then you will get an idea of the word of Christ. He has been to the cross to abolish the lawless man; but there is something far more blessed expressed in Christ; the law of God, of divine love, was in His heart, that He might give it to the universe. The practical result of what Christ has accomplished in redemption is that He communicates living water. We ought to be exercised to enter into the secret of God, to learn Christ by His word, and the result would be as with Mary, that we should be displaced by the appreciation of Christ. That is the work now going on. 

One word as to the beginning of the next chapter. 

[p. 385] The Lord taught the disciples to pray. You cannot suppose for an instant that Christ taught them a form of prayer. The prayer supposes that, like Mary, we have an appreciation of Christ, and accept the displacement of self. That is the practical transfer of the soul from Adam to Christ. How does Christ teach us to pray? By bringing us through His word into concert with His own mind. He says, ‘Father, thy name be hallowed’. That is what Christ was set upon. “Thy kingdom come”. “Thy will be done”. In speaking of these things Christ was bringing His disciples into communion with His own mind and spirit. Think of the greatness of Christ. He will fill all things with the law of God, that all may be responsive to divine love. If we have the appreciation of Christ, we shall say, “Father ... Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done”. That is our attitude here in the appreciation of Christ; we enter into communion with His mind, and look forward to the time when those things will have their accomplishment in Himself, when reconciliation will be brought about, and all things in heaven and on earth will be brought within divine complacency. If we are out of sight, and are looking for the Father’s name to be hallowed, and His kingdom to come, we shall be kept in very distinct and rigid separation from the whole course of things down here. Then “if we suffer, we shall also reign with him”. That will be our part in His day. “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”. But what is important for us now is to have self so practically displaced, that we should not think of ourselves and our own part, but really prove the goodness of Christ, and be so in communion with His mind, that we express that which lay upon the spirit of Christ, and which He will bring into effect. 


Scripture references

Luke 10:38-42 (JND) [38] And it came to pass as they went that *he* entered into a certain village; and a certain woman, Martha by name, received him into her house. [39] And she had a sister called Mary, who also, having sat down at the feet of Jesus was listening to his word. [40] Now Martha was distracted with much serving, and coming up she said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Speak to her therefore that she may help me. [41] But Jesus answering said to her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things; [42] but there is need of one, and Mary has chosen the good part, the which shall not be taken from her.

Luke 11:1-4 (JND) [1] And it came to pass as he was in a certain place praying, when he ceased, one of his disciples said to him, Lord, teach us to pray, even as John also taught his disciples. [2] And he said to them, When ye pray, say, Father, thy name be hallowed; thy kingdom come; [3] give us our needed bread for each day; [4] and remit us our sins, for we also remit to every one indebted to us; and lead us not into temptation.

Psalms 40 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Of David. A Psalm.} I waited patiently for Jehovah; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. [2] And he brought me up out of the pit of destruction, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock; he hath established my goings: [3] And he hath put a new song in my mouth, praise unto our God. Many shall see it, and fear, and shall confide in Jehovah. …

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …



THE GLORY OF GOD AND JESUS

[p. 386] THE GLORY OF GOD AND JESUS

Acts 7: 51 - 60

We all recognise the great interest which attaches to the Acts of the Apostles. It has sometimes been said that the book might have been called, ‘The Acts of the Holy Spirit’, but I do not quite think this is just, for the reason that the work of the Holy Spirit lies in a sense underneath what is recorded. The Acts of the Apostles presents the work externally, that is, the outward effects of the testimony — the work of the Spirit lay in what was underneath in souls. 

God’s work in souls is not done by instruments: it is His own. He does use instruments to communicate light, but the actings of the Holy Spirit lie underneath. 

There is a good deal recorded in Acts of the effect of the testimony which did not probably eventually stand. We read, for instance, that a great company of priests were obedient to the faith: that was the outward result of the preaching, but much of that probably fell away; the real operation of the Spirit of God in souls would not. We see nowadays great outward efforts made in the gospel and apparent results produced by the word, but that is not necessarily the measure of the Spirit’s work. The work of the apostles was carried out in the power of the Holy Spirit, but even their work and the Spirit’s work in souls were not commensurate. The parable of the sower would prove the same point. The Lord Himself was the Sower, sowing the seed — the word of God. And yet only the seed which fell on good ground brought forth fruit. 

The object of the Acts of the Apostles is to shew the transition from judaism to christianity by the testimony of the gospel. The book begins with Jerusalem and ends with Rome. 

My object in taking up a few points in this book is, as [p. 387] I have already said, to shew the true character of christianity. We need to go back to what was from the beginning to see this, and we thus get light as to the divine thought and intent in the gospel. If we go back thus it will lead us into a narrow, and in a sense exclusive path, because in the light of the truth we cannot go on with things in christendom which are not according to the first and divine thought, but are in principle unrighteousness. It has been said, that the purest water if it falls on the earth becomes mud, and therefore we want to go back to the fountain to find out what the pure water was. 

We have had before us the subject of the house of God. God dwelling here by the Spirit. We saw that the establishment of the house was dependent upon the fact of Christ having taken His place in heaven as the last Adam. The tabernacle in Israel was the figure of what God was going to establish here — His house. Now it is established, for the question of responsibility has been settled, and Christ has taken His place as last Adam in the presence of God in subsisting righteousness. Now I may remark that we do not find in Scripture the idea of a church formation or organisation. There was a company who believed in Christ and had been gathered by the testimony of His resurrection, and the advent of the Holy Spirit necessarily constituted that company the house of God. Church formation was the subsequent work of man, but it is a great thing for us to get back to what was from the outset in the power of the Holy Spirit. When decline had set in the apostle Paul sought to bring the servant back to what were the first principles of christianity — the glory of the Lord, and the Spirit of God down here. You may say, were there not such offices as elders and deacons? Well, there were men full of the Holy Spirit, and they were appointed to this work on account of their spiritual qualifications. So real was the presence of the Spirit that in the first instance of discipline recorded the sin is said to be lying to the Holy [p. 388] Spirit. We have a poor conception of the power that was connected with the church at the outset, for all was spiritual. When the Holy Spirit came down the house was formed, and every office and all that was to characterise it was in the power of the Holy Spirit. Even a deacon who dispensed the bounty of the saints was full of the Holy Spirit. The house depended entirely upon the presence of the Holy Spirit, not upon human formation. 

Now I come to another feature of christianity. The earlier chapters in Acts just leave room for the possibility of the restoration of Israel, and yet at the same time the church was being formed by the Spirit. But in Acts 2 all hope or thought of the restoration of Israel was coming to an end, and this opens the way for the true power of christianity to be brought to light. There are two things which come out in the end of chapter 8. (1) The true significance of baptism. (2) The formative work of the Spirit in the saint. But it is interesting to refer to one or two points in the earlier part of the address of Stephen (see verses 14 - 16). The Jews boasted in the fathers, and they boasted about themselves. They assumed that they were the people of God, but they did not take to heart the fact that the patriarchs themselves never really came into the enjoyment of the promises. If Israel was to enjoy the promises it must be with those to whom the promises were made. Therefore their going into the land could only have been provisional; resurrection must come in, for it was not possible that the children could come into the enjoyment of the promises without the fathers, and the latter had been laid in sepulchres. The Jews boasted in the fathers; but these had died, and never got the promise. They boasted in Moses, and they had rejected him, both as a deliverer and as a prophet. (See verses 27, 39): “Who made thee a ruler and judge over us?” “To whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust him from them”. 

And the ground of boast was in the land of Canaan, and yet they had forfeited the land before they got into it ([p. 389] see verses 40 - 43). God had already said in His mind, “I will carry you away beyond Babylon”. I believe that this refers to their present dispersion, and this is put down to their worshipping the golden calf in the wilderness. God visits upon them the original sin. Another boast was in the house of God, and yet they had made it a den of thieves; but “the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet, Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool: what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or what is the place of my rest?” They had material ideas of God’s house, but God is not to be limited to a material house. The Jew had forgotten that heaven was His throne, and that the earth was His footstool. 

Now to sum up these things. In their thoughts they were to enjoy the promises without the fathers, they had refused Moses, they boasted in the land but forfeited it by idolatry, and they brought the thought of God’s house down to a material temple. Now I ask what was left to a man like Stephen — whose eyes were opened to all this? What value was there for faith in the people who took the place of God’s people here? Stephen charges them with unvaryingly resisting the Holy Spirit; they had broken the law, persecuted the prophets, and slain the just One. 

Now in contrast to all this we get the light which was vouchsafed to Stephen (see verses 55 - 60). Stephen looked up steadfastly to heaven; he was full of the Holy Spirit, and a man who is so always looks to heaven; and he saw the glory of God and Jesus (not Israel), and he apprehended that every purpose of God was established in heaven in the Person of Jesus. The counsel of God had in no wise failed; all was established in a scene where sin and death and Satan’s power have no place. It was the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. When the glory of God is displayed when Jesus comes, the effects of sin will be put away. Death will be swallowed up in victory. But what a man who is full of [p. 390] the Holy Spirit sees now is that all is accomplished in Jesus; it is no longer a poor patriarch having the promises, but dying, and his body laid in a sepulchre. 

Now in heaven the glory of God and Jesus are seen together and all has to come from heaven for the setting right of things here; but a power has already come, the Holy Spirit, by which we can look up, and see all accomplished, and established in one Man, and that one Man is a life-giving Spirit, so that He can quicken millions. It is not only that righteousness has been established in Him, but that He being a life-giving Spirit has power to quicken, and therefore every purpose of God stands steadfast in Him. 

Here this comes out in the way of-testimony, and Stephen says, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God”. 

Now another point comes to light, and that is, the formative work of the Spirit in the believer, the life of Jesus was manifested in Stephen’s mortal body. We see the character of Christ coming out in him; he was formed in moral likeness to Christ. The expression recorded here, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”, indicates the life of Jesus, and this was the effect of the formative work of the Spirit. And we get also the true significance of baptism. Stephen was stoned to death, he was literally baptised unto death. He left the earth, where there was no place for him. Do we desire now to get out of sight here? Are we content not to be prominent here; to be identified with Christ’s death? If you get out of sight in identification with His death, you will come into sight, but in the likeness of His resurrection. When He comes into sight we shall come into sight. Our life now is hid with Christ in God, but when He who is our life is manifested we shall appear also with Him in glory. Stephen was completely identified with Christ in death; he gets out of sight, but the answer in him will be when Christ shall appear. 

The real work and purpose of the Spirit of God is to conform us to Christ’s likeness; that the life of Jesus might be manifested in our mortal body. Stephen fell asleep; his work was done, but he will be awake when the Lord comes. 

It is the mighty power of the Holy Spirit which we see effective in Stephen. 


Scripture references

Acts 7:51-60 (JND) [51] O stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, *ye* do always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers, *ye* also. [52] Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain those who announced beforehand concerning the coming of the Just One, of whom *ye* have now become deliverers up and murderers! [53] who have received the law as ordained by [the] ministry of angels, and have not kept [it]. [54] And hearing these things they were cut to the heart, and gnashed their teeth against him. [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …



GOD'S PURPOSE TO BLESS

GOD’S PURPOSE TO BLESS

Genesis 1: 26 - 29; Genesis 12: 1 - 7; Galatians 3: 13, 14

In taking up these scriptures I want to shew the unvarying principles of God’s ways. They all go to prove that God ever had His own purpose and mind, and that He is never diverted from it. There are few men steadfast enough to be able to adhere unswervingly to a purpose; so many things come in to influence and affect them. But God adheres to His own purpose and has His own way of giving effect to it. We feel thus that we have to do with a God with whom there is no change nor variableness. This principle remains ever true as to God, “I the Lord change not”. 

There are three great testimonies of God’s purpose which come out in Scripture with reference to man: the first is of blessing, the second of dwelling, and the third of ruling. The first, namely blessing, came out in the scriptures I have read; dwelling appears in connection with Israel; and ruling is typified in David. God has seen fit to identify Himself with a kingdom. He will reign. The Psalms look forward to Jehovah reigning: “Jehovah reigneth ... He sitteth between the cherubim. Let the earth be moved”. 

The thought of blessing we find came out at the very outset of man’s history, long before Abraham. It was for this reason that I referred to Genesis, but the idea of dwelling did not come out until a figure of redemption is present, although it was ever, I suppose, in the mind of God: then the kingdom, the throne was set up in David, but evidently had in view David’s Son. These are three great testimonies, but I purpose only to speak of one at present, but at the same time to shew that every testimony centres and rests in one point, and that is Christ; they all converge there. 

Now to speak of blessing. God’s purpose ever was to [p. 393] bless, and neither sin nor curse by law diverted God from His purpose, and I shall trace this through Scripture until we come to the vessel of blessing. The blessing of God really waited until we get the second Adam, the life-giving Spirit. I turn back to Genesis 1. It is there we first read of blessing (see verses 26 - 29). There the thought is plain enough; God did not simply create man, but He blessed him, and man could not be blessed of God without knowing it, that is, he was consciously in God’s favour. Everything that was around Adam and Eve was a witness and expression of the goodness and favour of the Creator. They could look round and all was perfect and attested the beneficence and favour of the Creator. Had things continued as they were man would not have been called to hate father and mother to be a disciple of Christ, for he would have been conscious of the bounty and goodness of God in every relationship in which God had set him; and further, the blessing was to descend. They were to be fruitful and to multiply; the blessing was to reach to their posterity. This was the beginning of the world as it is; man was blessed of God. But things did not continue long in that state. Man fell, and Adam and his wife were turned out of the garden, the sense of moral distance had come in, they were afraid, and with that they lost the sense of blessing and favour. Man was then under death on account of sin, according to God’s solemn warning. All was changed, and man had to earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. It was a dark day that had come in, and things went on from bad to worse, until at length the wickedness of the world was so great that God brought in the flood of waters and swept all away; He could not tolerate things any longer. 

Now I turn to chapter 12, which comes in after the scattering of man. The importance of that passage is that it shews that God had not departed from His mind to bless, although the condition of blessing was altered. God says to Abraham, “in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed”. He purposed to bless, His thought had not changed, notwithstanding all that had come in. The tower of Babel and idolatry had come in after the flood, but God would bless, but blessing was connected with a man answering to God’s call. The important point in the call of Abraham is that it shews that God was to be paramount with man. I do not expect now to experience the favour of God in connection with country, kindred and father’s house but in connection with the Lord Jesus Christ. When converted, a soul has to come to the truth that God must be paramount, and that sometimes brings us into trouble. God must be paramount with Abraham, and for the reason that he was no longer in those things in which he had been in the beginning. We have to say to God, to fear God and to walk with God, and our knowledge of Him takes precedence of all and every other consideration. This is all individual and by faith. I know God by faith, and the light of God as revealed is that to which I have to maintain faithfulness by His grace. We have to stand true to the knowledge we have of Him. If kindred were idolatrous, we should have to stand apart from them, or if worldly (and this comes closer home to us), we have to be true to the light we have from God and make it our first consideration. God’s purpose was to bless, and therefore God justified Abraham, but outside of all here he was to have a place in the favour of God. 

I turn now to the passage in Galatians 3. After Abraham — four hundred years — another principle came in and that was law — which brought a curse. There had been curse before; the ground had been cursed on account of man’s sin. Curse is evidently the opposite of blessing. A man’s curse is of small account, but if man is under the curse of God it is a bad prospect. If a man is cursed he will be thrust away from God like thorns. 

There was, however, hid in the law that which was to be written in man’s heart; but as a system law brought [p. 395] a curse. Afterwards, though Balaam wanted for the sake of a houseful of gold to curse Israel, the truth came out that in the sovereignty of God’s mercy they were an elect people whom God had blessed, and Balaam could not curse those whom God had blessed. 

But Israel, when the Lord came to them, being far away in heart and spirit from God, had no sense of favour or blessing from God; but a wonderful thing had come to pass in the presence here of the Lord Jesus, and that was that the vessel of God’s blessing was on earth. We could not, I think, speak of Christ as being blessed, for He was the Blesser. The Son had become Man, and was thus the vessel of God’s blessing for man. The little company who were gathered around Christ were greatly blessed. They were in the midst of an apostate people, but by the fact of being in the company of the Lord they must have been conscious of being blessed, and that more than they could have described to you. They had instinctively, I imagine, a sense of the favour of God; they could not have explained their experience, but still we read they “contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father”. They could not have been in the company of such an one without having the sense of being blessed. 

I pass on to the passage in Galatians. “That the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus?” I shall touch here on two points. (1) That the vessel of blessing needed to be adequate — that is, One who was in the communion of God’s thought. The vessel of blessing must be naturally acquainted with the divine purpose to bless. No one therefore but the Son of God could be the vessel of blessing. (2) He must also be one who could take away the curse which stood in the way of blessing, and that is what we get here, “Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse for us”: and mark the consequence, “that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus”. 

[p. 396] Now I see three truths which necessarily come in that we may have part in the blessing and be conscious of being blessed. We need to know (1) the God of resurrection; (2) the vessel of blessing; and (3) the power of the Holy Spirit. Now with regard to the first; all that I have in this world is limited to me by death. When a man dies, his genius and acquirements and everything pass away from him; and if I am to be conscious of blessing from God I need to be acquainted with the God of resurrection — the living God who can make alive the dead. (God raises the wicked, but it is never said save as to blessing that God makes alive.) Nothing can be more essential to us, being liable to death as we are, than that we should have faith in the God who raises the dead. 

Our consciousness of blessing depends likewise upon our nearness to the vessel of blessing — like the disciple who leaned on the bosom of Jesus. We are conscious of blessing as we are near to Him. The vessel of blessing not only died for us, but He is Priest for us. God blesses through Christ, and to be conscious of blessing means to be near to Him. I ask, Why should you not be near to Christ, when He came into death that you might be? If we were near to Him, how conscious we should be of favour; God has associated us with the vessel of blessing. 

But not only are we near to the vessel of His pleasure, but the Spirit has been given that saints may be formed according to Him. One great work of the Holy Spirit is to subdue, and another is to form saints according to the pattern of the heavenly Man. All God’s ways looked forward to the vessel of blessing, and the Holy Spirit has come down to form us according to the image of that vessel. 

We shall never understand christianity unless we see what the Lord was with His disciples and they with Him down here. In Him in the midst of His own you get the beginning of christianity morally. More light came in afterwards — redemption having been accomplished and [p. 397] the Holy Spirit given — but we want to be near to Christ, as were the disciples when He was here upon earth. 

Thus the unvarying purpose of God’s ways from the beginning was to bless, and nothing that has come in in this world’s history has diverted Him from His purpose: He has blessed and will bless. I ask, Can there be anything wanting for us if we stand blessed of Him? “We have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God”. 


Scripture references

Genesis 1:26-29 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth. [27] And God created Man in his image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. [28] And God blessed them; and God said to them, Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over every animal that moveth on the earth. [29] And God said, Behold, I have given you every herb producing seed that is on the whole earth, and every tree in which is the fruit of a tree producing seed: it shall be food for you;

Genesis 12:1-7 (JND) [1] And Jehovah had said to Abram, Go out of thy land, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, to the land that I will shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a great nation, and bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing. [3] And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee; and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. [4] And Abram departed as Jehovah had said to him. And Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed out of Haran. [5] And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had acquired, and the souls that they had obtained in Haran, and they went out to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. [6] And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land. [7] And Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land. And there he built an altar to Jehovah who had appeared to him.

Galatians 3:13-14 (JND) [13] Christ has redeemed us out of the curse of the law, having become a curse for us, (for it is written, Cursed [is] every one hanged upon a tree,) [14] that the blessing of Abraham might come to the nations in Christ Jesus, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.

Genesis 1 (JND) [1] In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. [2] And the earth was waste and empty, and darkness was on the face of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. [3] And God said, Let there be light. And there was light. …

Galatians 3 (JND) [1] O senseless Galatians, who has bewitched you; to whom, as before your very eyes, Jesus Christ has been portrayed, crucified [among you]? [2] This only I wish to learn of you, Have ye received the Spirit on the principle of works of law, or of [the] report of faith? [3] Are ye so senseless? having begun in Spirit, are ye going to be made perfect in flesh? …



GOD DWELLING AMONG MEN

[p. 398] GOD DWELLING AMONG MEN

Exodus 25: 1 - 9; Revelation 21: 9 - 27

My thought and desire is to pursue through the scriptures the ways of God, with the view of shewing how steadfastly He adheres to His purpose. The world goes on in its way, but not all the will and perversity of man can divert God from His purpose: the counsel of the Lord, it shall stand. 

There are three principal thoughts connected with God’s testimonies, and these all rest in the heavenly city, and there is nothing revealed beyond that. There is a point where every testimony of God rests, where all that God has given witness to is displayed, and this point is the heavenly Jerusalem. The Old Testament saints could not fully understand the testimonies of God, for they did not apprehend where they all centred. God gave them a measure of light and glimpses of His purpose, but with us the day has dawned and the day-star has arisen in our hearts; this was not the case with those who went before. When the time of display comes, the Sun of righteousness will arise with healing in His wings. Christianity is different to this: to us the Sun of righteousness has not arisen, but we have in the day-star the light of all God’s testimonies. The heavenly Jerusalem is the proper resting-place of these; you get there the display of everything testified of. The nations will walk in the light of the heavenly city. Men are in darkness now; they stumble over this thing and that thing; but there will be no dark infidelity in that day, for all that is of God will be in display. 

We saw last time the truth that God purposed to bless; what He did at the beginning of the creation in Adam, He reiterated in Abraham, and the blessing has reached the gentiles in Christ Jesus. Now I desire to speak of God dwelling, and you could not have a greater security [p. 399] for blessing than the fact of God dwelling. In proof of this I draw attention to Revelation 21: 4: “And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away”. This speaks of the blessing and happiness of the time when God will dwell with men. The presence of God among men must bring the greatest possible security for blessing; therefore the thought of God dwelling is an advance on that of God blessing. 

Now I turn to Exodus 25, because it is there that we get the first definite idea of God dwelling; we get an allusion to it in chapter 15 in the expression: “Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell in”; but in chapter 25 we get the injunction to Moses to prepare for God a sanctuary, that He might dwell among the children of Israel. Everything for the sanctuary was to be taken from the people; it is not here the thought of God preparing for Himself a sanctuary; for all was to be taken from men; but God would dwell among men. 

But previously to this the law had been given, and I believe we get in that an intimation of the principle upon which God’s dwelling among men depends, and that is that man should be morally a reflex of Himself. Redemption had, of course, to be accomplished, but the fact upon which all hangs is the incarnation — that the Son of God should become Man — which was the prelude to the law being written in the heart of man. The law was given on tables of stone, but in the mind of God Christ was in view, and the new covenant in which the law is written on the heart of man; and I believe it is on the ground of this that God says, “And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them”. 

Man will become a reflex of God when the law is written in his heart, it is in that way that he partakes of Christ, and then God dwells among men. I have sometimes [p. 400] had a difficulty in connecting the giving of the law with the setting up of the tabernacle; but depend upon it, that the thought of God was that men must be a reflex of Himself, that is, partake of Christ before He could dwell among them. 

In the midst of Israel you get therefore in the way of testimony the fact that God dwelt among men. The tabernacle was much more important in this respect than the temple. The temple came in when the people had come into the land and the kingdom was established; then, too, God dwelt among His people — but it had not the same force of testimony. 

I pass on now to John 2: 18 - 22. Here we get a great advance. The thought is no longer of a material temple, but still of the dwelling of God in the way of testimony. God was veiled when Christ was here: you could not speak of display; it was God dwelling here in the way of testimony. Christ spoke of His body as the temple of God. The Father was there, and the Holy Spirit was there; the Father who dwelt in Him did the works, and Christ acted in the power of the Holy Spirit; it was God here in the way of testimony. There could be no greater proof of the grace of God than that in Christ God should present Himself in this way. God in Him had come close to man; the Father’s words and works were there, and the energy of evil subdued in the power of the Holy Spirit. In thinking of the Lord when here, you must remember that the glory of God was veiled in a servant’s form; but at the same time the fulness of the Godhead was there, not in display, but in the way of testimony. 

In Ephesians 2: 19 - 22 we get a further thought presented: God is still here in the way of testimony — Jew and gentile being built together for an habitation of God by the Spirit. It is an actual dwelling of God here, but what is concurrent with that is a building growing, “In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord”. Testimony marks the present moment, not yet display; God dwells now [p. 401] by the Spirit. God dwells in the assembly, and 1 Corinthians 14: 25 shews how that a man coming into the assembly would become conscious through the testimony of God being there. Jew and gentile are built together for a habitation of God by the Spirit, and at the same time the whole building grows. 

I pass on now to Revelation 21, the heavenly city, where every testimony will be merged in display. The heavenly city will be a witness of God blessing, of God dwelling, and of God ruling: all meets there. The thought of dwelling passes on to the eternal state, and that assures to men the eternal security of blessing, for there could be no ill where God dwells. In the millennium God will secure blessing to man in His government according to His purpose. The sway of heaven will be in rule over the earth; it will be a time of display, the testimonies of God have come out bit by bit, but they all centre in the heavenly city. 

Now for us the heavenly city exists. I call attention to a passage in Galatians 4: 24 - 31: “Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all”. We have come to Jerusalem above; we have been begotten of it, we are her children, and children are largely formed in the character of their mother. We apprehend the point where every testimony rests, and that is in Christ and the church. I believe the church is the vessel in which all the testimonies of God are displayed. We have come to the city of the living God (Hebrews 12: 22). If you turn to Ephesians 3: 14 - 21, you get there the vessel, and I ask how can you distinguish morally between the vessel and Christ, when Christ dwells in our hearts by faith? Look at the intelligence of the vessel: “That ye ... may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height”. What a range of intelligence is opened up here to the church! “And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge”. What wonderful things to comprehend and to know, and to what end? “That ye might be filled with all the fulness of God”, that is, that not a moral quality of God might be lacking. How else could it be the completeness of God? And thus “glory” is to be to God “in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end”. When the heavenly city comes out it has the glory of God, and her light is most precious. The church is formed now by the operation of the Spirit in the divine nature, so that it is all of God. What a wonderful vessel the church is, if you take in the divine thought of it as it comes out here, and will come out in display in the heavenly city. But we have come to it — to the church in Christ Jesus; and it is there God dwells to the eternal security of all else. We cannot separate Christ from the church. The church is the vessel where every testimony of God rests, and everything which God has witnessed to will be displayed there. 

If we get into the light of the heavenly city we come into freedom, into the “liberty wherewith Christ has made us free”, and we shall not be “entangled again with the yoke of bondage”. It has a great effect upon souls in the way of liberty to come into the light of the city. 

The present moment is different to all other times, because we have the vessel in presence, where every testimony of God rests. May God give us to be in the full light of the heavenly city, which is illuminated by the pleasure of God. As I have already said, it would bring us practically into liberty. May we understand better where everything testified of will be displayed! 


Scripture references

Exodus 25:1-9 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, [4] and blue, and purple, and scarlet, and byssus, and goats' [hair], [5] and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins; and acacia-wood; [6] oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil, and for the incense of fragrant drugs; [7] onyx stones, and stones to be set in the ephod, and in the breastplate. [8] And they shall make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. [9] According to all that I shall shew thee, the pattern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the utensils thereof, even so shall ye make [it].

Revelation 21:9-27 (JND) [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. [13] On [the] east three gates; and on [the] north three gates; and on [the] south three gates; and on [the] west three gates. [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [15] And he that spoke with me had a golden reed [as] a measure, that he might measure the city, and its gates, and its wall. [16] And the city lies four-square, and its length [is] as much as the breadth. And he measured the city with the reed twelve thousand stadia: the length and the breadth and height of it are equal. [17] And he measured its wall, a hundred [and] forty-four cubits, [a] man's measure, that is, [the] angel's. [18] And the building of its wall [was] jasper; and the city pure gold, like pure glass: [19] the foundations of the wall of the city [were] adorned with every precious stone: the first foundation, jasper; the second, sapphire; the third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; [20] the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprasus; the eleventh, jacinth; the twelfth, amethyst. …

Revelation 21:4 (JND) [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away.

Exodus 25 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring me a heave-offering: of every one whose heart prompteth him, ye shall take my heave-offering. [3] And this is the heave-offering that ye shall take of them: gold, and silver, and copper, …

John 2:18-22 (JND) [18] The Jews therefore answered and said to him, What sign shewest thou to us, that thou doest these things? [19] Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up. [20] The Jews therefore said, Forty and six years was this temple building, and thou wilt raise it up in three days? [21] But *he* spoke of the temple of his body. [22] When therefore he was raised from among [the] dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and believed the scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

Ephesians 2:19-22 (JND) [19] So then ye are no longer strangers and foreigners, but ye are fellow-citizens of the saints, and of the household of God, [20] being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the corner-stone, [21] in whom all [the] building fitted together increases to a holy temple in the Lord; [22] in whom *ye* also are built together for a habitation of God in [the] Spirit.

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Galatians 4:24-31 (JND) [24] Which things have an allegorical sense; for these are two covenants: one from mount Sinai, gendering to bondage, which is Hagar. [25] For Hagar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and corresponds to Jerusalem which [is] now, for she is in bondage with her children; [26] but the Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother. [27] For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break out and cry, thou that travailest not; because the children of the desolate are more numerous than [those] of her that has a husband. [28] But *ye*, brethren, after the pattern of Isaac, are children of promise. [29] But as then he that was born according to flesh persecuted him [that was born] according to Spirit, so also [it is] now. [30] But what says the scripture? Cast out the maid servant and her son; for the son of the maid servant shall not inherit with the son of the free woman. [31] So then, brethren, we are not maid servant's children, but [children] of the free woman.

Hebrews 12:22 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

Ephesians 3:14-21 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named, [16] in order that he may give you according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with power by his Spirit in the inner man; [17] that the Christ may dwell, through faith, in your hearts, being rooted and founded in love, [18] in order that ye may be fully able to apprehend with all the saints what [is] the breadth and length and depth and height; [19] and to know the love of the Christ which surpasses knowledge; that ye may be filled [even] to all the fulness of God. [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us, [21] to him be glory in the assembly in Christ Jesus unto all generations of the age of ages. Amen).



GOD RULING

[p. 403] GOD RULING

Genesis 11: 1 - 9; Matthew 21: 1 - 11; Revelation 21: 1 - 27; Revelation 22: 1 - 5

We get three very distinct thoughts in connection with the heavenly city, in the passages which I have read from the Revelation (1) that the city is the dwelling-place of God; there is no temple there, but “the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it” (chapter 21: 22); (2) that there is a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb (chapter 22: 1); then (3) that there is no more curse (chapter 22: 3). I refer to these three points because they connect themselves with what I have spoken of on previous occasions as the three great testimonies of God which are prominent in Scripture, and which at last reach their climax, and find their rest in the heavenly city. The first testimony I referred to was God’s purpose to bless, the second His purpose to dwell, and the third His purpose to rule, and what comes out in this chapter is that the church is the vessel in which all the testimonies are displayed. It is seen as the medium of blessing, and the consequence is, there is no more curse. It is the place where God dwells, and it is therefore the seat of heavenly rule, and the throne is seen and the pure river of water of life flowing out of it. Such is the blessed consequence of God’s ruling; instead of government being the source of defilement and moral death, as is seen in the previous chapter, it is vivifying. The tree of life is also seen in the city yielding its fruits, and the leaves for the healing of the nations, and if you have read the book of Revelation you will have seen how much the nations will need to be healed, after all that which they have passed through. 

But to refer to the thought of God’s ruling: I think that all would admit that this is an absolute necessity. 

[p. 404] Evil has come in, and if God’s purposes are to be established on earth, there must be rule, and the object of God’s rule is the subjugation of every enemy both of God and man, and thus I judge in the eternal state there will not be the thought of reigning, because when every enemy has been put down the kingdom will be given up to the moral supremacy of God, which will be fully established, so that God may be all in all. 

I would call your attention for a moment to the place and importance which cities have in Scripture. I think a city in Scripture is the symbol of imperial rule, of a power which rules over kingdoms; so in the book of Revelation, Babylon is viewed as a great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth; and in blessed contrast to it we have the heavenly city, and that too is imperial, for the throne of God and the Lamb are in it. You will find too in Scripture that when one city is in the ascendant, another city is out of sight for the time being; for instance, when Jerusalem was in the ascendant, Babylon had no place; on the other hand, when Babylon was in supremacy, Jerusalem was in a state of ruin and desolation. 

God never allowed the two cities to be prominent at the same time. In the history of the church we can see the same principle. When the church will be in the ascendant, Babylon will have no place — her place will not be found at all. 

But I return to the passage I read in Genesis 11. The thought of man, even at that early time, was imperialism. Man intended to have a city, and the principle which budded then came out fully afterwards in Babylon. Babel was the definite assertion of man’s will, and the principles which you get in the book of Genesis, although small as a grain of mustard seed, come out in full in the book of Revelation. You see them there in their tremendous development. 

There have been from time to time men in the world who have betrayed a remarkable capability of utilising to [p. 405] their own promotion a state of things existing at the moment. Napoleon would probably not have come to the front in the way that he did if there had not existed in the providence of God a state of things favourable to him; and I believe that this principle is seen in Revelation 6, in which the four horses and their riders are presented: God allows certain conditions of things to come to pass, and a man or men rise up who can turn them to account — in fact, who can ride on them. 

But I want to shew you that that which follows close upon these things has been testified of God all through Scripture, and I would press the fact that every testimony of God has now been brought to a point of rest, to the glory of God, and that all that remains is the display of His purpose. We have come to the great vessel of testimony — to the heavenly city (Hebrews 12: 22) — where all is displayed. It is a wonderful moment in the history of the soul, when it sees that every testimony centres in the heavenly city, in that Jerusalem above which is free, and is our mother. We then take our character from it, as a child takes character from its mother; when we come to the heavenly city we find that there is nothing in it but Christ. In the first place you get full blessing. “There shall be no more curse”: this is the full accomplishment of God’s long-standing purpose. God has been bent upon blessing from the outset, but at the time when this was first made known there was no resting place for the blessing; no vessel competent to carry it, but yet Abraham saw Christ’s day and was glad, and “he looked for a city which hath foundations” — a city in which the testimony of God could rest. The important point now is that what Abraham looked for we have come to, and we are the children of it. 

The next testimony of God was His purpose to dwell, and this came out, as we previously said, in connection with the giving of the law. When the law is written in the hearts of Israel, and man thus becomes morally the reflex of God, then it is that God will fulfil His purpose [p. 406] of dwelling among men. 

In its application to ourselves, we see that God writes now by the power of the Holy Spirit upon the fleshy tables of the heart, and Jew and gentile are built together for a habitation of God by the Spirit. But further, the building fitly framed together is growing unto a holy temple in the Lord. The two things overlap here, but we have anyway reached the resting place of God’s testimony in the heavenly city, where God and the Lamb will be. 

Now I come to the next point, which is God’s purpose to rule. This comes out in connection with David. It is clear that the last testimony is essential to the other two, because if God is to bless and to dwell, then everything contrary to it must be put down. He must by His power subjugate all that is not according to His mind. This is foreshadowed in David. In Psalm 78 we find that God turned away from Shiloh, but He chose Zion, and took David from the sheepfold to be the ruler of His people. Jerusalem is called the “city of the great King”. Christ, not Solomon, was the true Son of David; so when you come to the beginning of the New Testament you see how carefully the genealogy of Christ is traced down, and the Lord Jesus is presented as the seed of David after the flesh. In Matthew 21 we find that the Lord rode into Jerusalem as David’s Son according to prophecy, and by doing so He claimed the kingdom, and it is a point of vital moment that the Lord here claims the kingdom in testimony. The result of His rejection was that Jerusalem was destroyed, and from that time has been trodden down by the gentiles, and Babylon is in ascendancy. But to faith another thing has come into view, and that is the heavenly city — a sure proof that Babylon will have to go. The heavenly city is the place where God’s purpose to rule has found its rest. Now we have come to it (Hebrews 12), and as we apprehend it we are formed for rule. As an illustration, take the Prince of Wales; it is according to the established course of things that he will in time [p. 407] become king, and therefore he has been trained in view of it. So too in regard of the saints, they are to reign with Christ, and they are subjected to a course of training here which will qualify them to reign: and what do you think will qualify for reigning? It is suffering: “If we suffer, we shall also reign with him”. Peter and the eleven founded by their testimony the heavenly city, and the burden of that testimony was a glorified Christ at God’s right hand, and saints suffered down here. We are left here, I believe, to claim by testimony the inheritance, and I believe we ought to do this by allegiance to Christ — the acknowledgement of His lordship and glory. It is now the great day of man’s glory, but we are called to the path of suffering and testimony to the Lord. At the same time, in regard of the powers that be we are called to subjection, to honour the king and render all that is due to those who rule, but not to render adulation to man, because we are left here to honour and to confess Him as Lord. 

While the testimony is here, the vessel of rule is being formed by the Spirit of God, and we apprehend thus our true place down here. I see no king with divine right except Christ, and if we understand His present session at God’s right hand, then we can wait with patience till He reigns. The apostle Paul reproached the Corinthians because they were reigning as kings before the Lord reigned. 

Although the heavenly city is being formed, yet Babylon is still in the ascendant, but we are able by the Spirit of God to judge its character, and we must remember that in whatever way it may alter its face, its character does not alter. What it was, so it is; it is shewn in its nakedness to the apostle John by the angel as the great whore. The whole character of christianity has been falsified by it; the church has become what God never intended it to become. The great harlot is still in the place of power, yet soon the heavenly city will come down from God out of heaven; it will not be long [p. 408] before the dragon, the harlot, the beast, and the antichrist will be put down, and then the throne of God and of the Lamb will be seen. 

When Christ came to earth, John saw Him as the Lamb of God, and in the Revelation He is still seen in that character, but the throne is His, and out of the throne comes the pure river of water of life, all the blessed influences of life issuing thence, and the seven spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. 

May God give us to see that His successive testimonies, all that He has purposed to establish, are secured, and that we have come to the point where they rest to His glory, and may we understand the work of the Spirit in us so that we may be fit to share in all that will come out in the Lord Jesus Christ! 


Scripture references

Genesis 11:1-9 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. [4] And they said, Come on, let us build ourselves a city and a tower, the top of which [may reach] to the heavens; and let us make ourselves a name, lest we be scattered over the face of the whole earth. [5] And Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower which the children of men built. [6] And Jehovah said, Behold, the people is one, and have all one language; and this have they begun to do. And now will they be hindered in nothing that they meditate doing. [7] Come, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another's speech. [8] And Jehovah scattered them thence over the face of the whole earth. And they left off building the city. [9] Therefore was its name called Babel; because Jehovah there confounded the language of the whole earth. And Jehovah scattered them thence over the face of the whole earth.

Matthew 21:1-11 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. [4] But all this came to pass, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. [6] But the disciples, having gone and done as Jesus had ordered them, [7] brought the ass and the colt and put their garments upon them, and he sat on them. [8] But a very great crowd strewed their own garments on the way, and others kept cutting down branches from the trees and strewing them on the way. [9] And the crowds who went before him and who followed cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; blessed [be] he who comes in the name of [the] Lord; hosanna in the highest. [10] And as he entered into Jerusalem, the whole city was moved, saying, Who is this? [11] And the crowds said, This is Jesus the prophet who is from Nazareth of Galilee.

Revelation 21:1-27 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful. [6] And he said to me, It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to him that thirsts of the fountain of the water of life freely. [7] He that overcomes shall inherit these things, and I will be to him God, and he shall be to me son. [8] But to the fearful and unbelieving, [and sinners], and those who make themselves abominable, and murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, their part [is] in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone; which is the second death. [9] And there came one of the seven angels which had had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues, and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife. [10] And he carried me away in [the] Spirit, [and set me] on a great and high mountain, and shewed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, [11] having the glory of God. Her shining [was] like a most precious stone, as a crystal-like jasper stone; [12] having a great and high wall; having twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names inscribed, which are those of the twelve tribes of [the] sons of Israel. …

Revelation 22:1-5 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, [4] and they shall see his face; and his name [is] on their foreheads. [5] And night shall not be any more, and no need of a lamp, and light of [the] sun; for [the] Lord God shall shine upon them, and they shall reign to the ages of ages.

Genesis 11 (JND) [1] And the whole earth had one language, and the same words. [2] And it came to pass as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and dwelt there. [3] And they said one to another, Come on, let us make bricks, and burn [them] thoroughly. And they had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. …

Revelation 6 (JND) [1] And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying, as a voice of thunder, Come [and see]. [2] And I saw: and behold, a white horse, and he that sat upon it having a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and that he might conquer. [3] And when it opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, Come [and see]. …

Hebrews 12:22 (JND) [22] but ye have come to mount Zion; and to [the] city of [the] living God, heavenly Jerusalem; and to myriads of angels,

Psalms 78 (JND) [1] {An instruction. Of Asaph.} Give ear, O my people, to my law; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. [2] I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter riddles from of old, [3] Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us: …

Matthew 21 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …



GOD'S PROMISES IN CHRIST

GOD’S PROMISES IN CHRIST

2 Corinthians 2: 20 - 22

There is this connected with the Son of God, that every promise is now established in Him. The promises of God had relation to man, whatever they were. They regarded man, and therefore, in order that these promises might be effectual, they need to be centred at a point from which God could affect and subdue man, for it was impossible that God’s promises could be brought to pass if it were not in God’s power to affect man according to Himself; but that is what God has proved His power and ability to do; it is in the Son of God that all the promises of God are yea and Amen. If you look for a moment at these promises, they related both to Jew and gentile. The great promise to Abraham, “In thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed”, had relation to the gentile as well as to the Jew, and so, many other passages in the Old Testament relate to the gentile. There are ample promises to the Jew, and at the same time rich promises for the gentile. Christ is to be the Head of the heathen: “a people whom I have not known shall serve me”. There are abundant promises for the gentiles, in Christ. The great promise to Abraham was connected with blessing, but we have also foreshadowed the complete victory over the power of evil — the head of the serpent was to be bruised; then there is, too, the promise of the new covenant — man was to be morally a reflex of God; and when that came to pass, God would dwell among men. And we have also the purpose of God to reign. God Himself was going to take the kingdom. God had the kingdom, in a sense, when David reigned in Jerusalem. Then, when the line of David became completely unfaithful, and God had to break with them, power was put for the time into the hands of the gentiles, and we have the times of the [p. 410] gentiles. But we see in the Old Testament the purpose of God Himself to take up the throne; Jehovah would reign. The kingdoms of this world are to become the kingdom of our God, and of His Christ. Now, these promises refer to man, whether it is the bruising of the head of the serpent, or the blessing of all nations in Abraham. Every promise involves the blessing of man. But then, the promises could not, as I have said, be established until there was a point from which God would affect man. Now there is such a point, that is, the Son of God, in whom is revealed God’s love, and every promise of God is held in Him to God’s glory. That is the light into which we have come — the light of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ, where every promise of God is established and firm, because from that point God can make man willing in the day of His power. That is what will come to pass in the case of Israel, and that is what God has done with regard to us. And now in regard of the promises of God, in the Son of God is the yea and the Amen, for glory to God by us, because the light of the Son of God can affect man. 

And now, I just say a few words as to how we are affected. It is important to see that side of it, if these promises are to be the glory of God by us. “Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath anointed us, is God: who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts”. The first expression that you get there is a little difficult to interpret. My impression is this, that it means, attaching us firmly to Christ. That is the work of God, and I think that work of God, as I understand it, is carried on in the hearts of the saints. God is the One who does it. The way in which it is wrought is this, that God gives Christ such a place in the hearts of the saints, as that He attaches us firmly to Him; He dwells by faith in the heart. Then, God has anointed us. He has given us intelligence in the power of the Holy Spirit, a spiritual intelligence of things. I think I can give you an interpretation of it. Look at the apostle’s prayer in Ephesians 3: “For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love” — just notice how all the Godhead is brought into the passage: the Father strengthens you with might by His Spirit in the inner man, that the Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith — “that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend” (that is the effect of the anointing) “with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the love of Christ” (that is, that your hearts may be firmly attached to Christ) “which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God”. I think that anyone can understand that if Christ dwells in the heart by faith, your heart is firmly attached to Him; He rules in your heart. And then, you have intelligence, you are anointed, and can enter into the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, that is into the whole range and extent of divine promises. You grasp the entire system, for all the promises of God form one grand system. The idea is not that there are a number of promises having little or no connection with each other, but that they form one grand system, of which the church is the crowning stone. “All the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us”, that is, by the church. The church is the witness of them now, and the glory of God is expressed in the church, because the church has and gives the sense of the stability of all God’s promises in the One who is the Yea and Amen. 

Then, God has also sealed us. The seal is the mark which God has put upon us, and that is the Spirit. It is the expression, the evidence, that we are genuinely God’s property. He has His mark upon us. We get the consciousness [p. 412] by the Spirit that we are not our own, but God’s property. And more than that, He has given us the earnest of the Spirit; His Spirit is the earnest of the inheritance and of glory in our souls. That is what God has effected on our side. What He has effected on our side is in order that He might subdue the hearts of men by the revelation of Himself. What a wonderful company we should be if we were here in the full sense of the certainty and fixity of everything which God has promised, if our souls had power to take up the whole range of those promises. How conscious we should be of blessing if we saw the beauty of that system, everything established in the Son of God, and we firmly attached to Christ; anointed, that we might have intelligence as to the knowledge of God; sealed, as the property of God; and having the earnest of the Spirit until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory. 

Now, I think you will admit that the passage is a very profound one. It consists of only two or three verses, but it is pregnant with profound meaning. It would be a great study for a young christian to apprehend the promises of God as one complete whole. They lie about in Scripture, but they form one whole. God could not reveal them all together; He revealed them in part here and there; but now it is our privilege to see the completeness and perfection of the whole, established and firm in the Son of God. 

[p. 413] Acts 11 We see here that the servant of the Lord has to justify his work as well as carry it out; Peter had to justify it before the apostles and brethren. In any unusual work going on today the servant has to justify it before his brethren, as we see in chapter 14: 27. 

No servant can take a ground of independence. It was an unusual course of Peter in chapter 10, which God would have to be justified before the saints. The servant of the Lord now takes his direction from the Lord, but that will not lead to independence, he justifies himself before the saints. A servant has to be guided by the general judgment of the saints. As to what Peter actually did, it was that God shewed him, in the sheet let down from heaven, what the situation was, and all Peter did was to recognise the situation. The blessing of Abraham was gone out to the gentiles: that was what Peter had to recognise. It is important to put before people the blessing side of the gospel, and not the mere escape side. Peter only made known what was already true in Christ. He was used to shew that the door was opened to the gentiles. The nations had received the word of God, and the nations had received the gift of the Spirit, and in verse 18 it is to the nations God hath granted repentance unto life. 

Cornelius was just brought in to shew what the situation was; the gospel today makes known the situation. A man gets repentance unto life; directly he gets his eyes open as to God he must be brought to repentance. It is the goodness of God that leads to repentance. 

The prodigal arrived at a judgment of himself in presence of the goodness of God. If God were not revealed in grace there could be no turning to God. The reconciliation of the world (Romans 11: 15) is seen in the sheet let down from heaven, not the world there in the sense of “all that is in the world”, but in the way of contrast with the Jews. 

Redemption has come in to enable God to take up all men. The promise could only be effected by redemption, because man lay under judgment and death. 

In his going to Cornelius Peter was very wise, for he took six brethren with him. Cornelius and his house were to be told of God’s salvation, were to be brought into salvation. The expression, “added to the Lord”, seems to be added to Him in the way of profession. 

The Greeks were gentiles, but the Grecians were Hellenists or Greek-speaking Jews. The wisdom of God was seen in using Peter, a Jew and the minister of the circumcision, to open the door for the gentiles. In the case of Saul of Tarsus, Ananias was indisposed to go to Saul, and Peter was indisposed to go to Cornelius, but the Lord was overruling all. Then we see that it was happily accepted by the church at Jerusalem, and they send down Barnabas. 

The christian is one who professes Christ; it may have been at first a term of reproach, but it is adopted by the Spirit, as we see in Peter: “if any man suffer as a Christian”. Antioch becomes a special centre of the activity of the Spirit. 

He is made Lord and Christ, and then you get His activities: He directs His servants, converts Saul of Tarsus and opens the door to the gentiles. The Lord, gone up on high, does all this. 


Scripture references

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

Romans 11:15 (JND) [15] For if their casting away [be the] world's reconciliation, what [their] reception but life from among [the] dead?



THE INTRODUCTION OF LIFE

[p. 415] THE INTRODUCTION OF LIFE

John 3: 1 - 21

Ques What would you say was the great subject of this gospel? 

FER John tells us at the close of chapter 20. The great thought that prevails is the introduction of life into the world. The world is dominated by death but the thought of God is to bring life into it. This gospel does not bring out as others the faithfulness of God to His people but solves the question of life. In chapter 3 you get what was in the heart of God, He gave His only begotten Son, but the point is bringing life in. He takes away the sin of the world and baptises with the Holy Spirit. John claims the world for God, the bread of God is He which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world. The world is all held in bondage to sin, but Christ comes in to set aside everything, He takes away the sin of the world. On the one hand there is the complete subjugation of all that is not of God, but on the other He introduces the influence of God. Ultimately the world is made to become a scene of life instead of death. It is the world that comes into view continually in John, He gives His flesh for the life of the world; the world does not realise its own position and does not understand it. In result it is “I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh”. We must look upon everything in the light of the coming day, everything in John’s gospel has that in view: the world to come, bringing God into the world — we have very limited ideas of the extent of God’s ways, we are often limited to our own ideas. The character of Christ is as the sent One, the thought of the sent One is continually used in John’s gospel. He is to give effect to the Father’s will, there is a purpose in connection with the revelation and not the revelation only, but the bringing in of God’s purpose: the light shines in [p. 416] darkness and it comprehended it not, there was an end of that. Chapter 3 brings in the great thought of God, that whosoever believeth might have everlasting life. 

Ques What does chapter 1 present? 

FER It brings in the light as the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

Ques What do you mean by the sin of the world? 

FER It has become detached from the influence of God but Christ comes and brings the world under the influence of God — into gear! John takes things up very much in the light of divine purpose, the Father’s will. I think it is a very great point. The Son of God was manifested to undo the works of the devil. The end of chapter 1 brings in the accomplishment of Psalm 8 — the Son of man — the world to come is put under the Son of man and the angels. 

The Son of God is the incarnate Son of God, but the Son of man is a much greater thought; things in heaven as well as things on earth are put under Him. He is set over all the works of God’s hands, angels are placed at the service of man. Son of God is an official title. King of Israel in Psalm 2 is in a kind of way limited as the way He claims the nations, but as Son of man all things are put under His feet. The second chapter brings in that everything is put on the ground of resurrection — man comes to an end in the wine that runs out, but he does worse, he corrupts the temple of God. God can do nothing for man but on the ground of resurrection, it is there that the power of Satan and all evil is set aside. Christ has got power and authority on the ground of resurrection to bring life into the world, it only awaits the appointed time until He comes into the world. 

Christ came to meet all that had been brought in by the sin of man not only by cleansing but by expiation. In virtue of that He comes again and binds all the forces of evil and not only that but brings in all the influence of God. In the meantime the believer has eternal life; the way is in chapter 4. You would not speak of Israel in [p. 417] that way, it would not apply to Israel in the same way. Eternal life is explained in chapter 3: 17 in the knowledge of the Father and the Son. What is in the gospel is a larger thought than that in Psalm 2; the 8th chapter brings in all, the service of angels and other things. In having the Son you have everything that is in Him. In the end of chapter 2 you have the setting aside of man. I have thought that the Lord’s purpose in Nicodemus was to set the Jew aside. In the gospel of John you get three passovers: this is the first, then in chapter 6 and in chapter 12. The cleansing of the temple was introductory to His ministry, He takes account first of all that was here. The marriage feast is the one great occasion in a man’s life and the wine ran out — there is no power of continuance, there is death. The temple then was the next great thing but it was a house of merchandise. Everything is surpassed in chapter 2 on the ground of resurrection. He spoke of the temple of His body. When the marriage really takes place the wine will not run out. I think it is the nuptials of Christ and Israel and the wine will not run out. It really is because man has got to the bottom of himself and does not trust himself. To me, it is extremely interesting that the Lord takes everything He finds down here into account. He went down to the marriage feast and does He not take account of things in the present day? Yes! You see that in the first three chapters in Revelation: everything passes under His eye. Men will be maintained in the world to come in the sense of the goodness of God and so the wine will not run out. 

Ques What is the difference between new birth and eternal life? 

FER Well, new birth is an operation of the Spirit of God, but Christ is eternal life. God gives eternal life, but the way that He gives it is in giving Christ. 

Ques Is this a new thing or was the kingdom there? 

FER The defect was in man. He needed ability to see; the kingdom was there all the time. Born of [p. 418] God is that it is predicated of certain people that they are born of God. The position of things in this chapter was that the kingdom of God was presented in Christ but man did not see it. People might be struck by miracles but they take no account of it. The thought of being born of God is when you get the children of God, after the death of Christ. New birth is only stated in this chapter as a necessity, in chapter 1 it is privilege. 

Verses 12 and 13 of chapter 1 are a summary. They epitomise the effect of the presentation of Christ in the world. Now this chapter and the next bring in the disposition of God to man, chapters 3 and 4 together — as is set out in chapter 3: 16. His disposition is in the giving of His Son, that is God’s mind in regard of the world. I have generally said that chapter 3 is essentially evangelistic. The Son of man lifted up is the object of faith and you cannot take that away. All that the third chapter gives is His mind. The fourth tells you how you get it, the well of water springing up. 

Ques Why is it in the epistle of Titus the grace of God that brings salvation and here the love of God? 

FER Well, I should say in Titus the point is salvation and here eternal life, one is deliverance and the grace of God and the other what God would bring man into. It must be experimental or christianity is a mere term. It all consists in the work of the Spirit down here in believers. Everything is in Christ; you are not told to believe anything about yourself, but the Spirit works in you according to Christ. You cannot go back to make out the state of things in the Lord’s lifetime. The Lord did a great many things that the Holy Spirit does now in expounding. It is all anticipative and all on the ground of the Son of man lifted up. In the next chapter it is on the ground of the giving of the Spirit, verse 16 is the spring of verse 14 and shows the love of God to the world, but He had to be lifted up. You must distinguish between the world as a system and the world as the people in it. The casting off of the Jew was the reconciliation [p. 419] of the people in it and not the system. Satan is the god and prince of the system, not of men. All the fashions it is said are set by the lowest set in Paris, they all spring from below. God will not have any peace with that. On the other hand God can look on the world in regard of the people in it. God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself not imputing trespasses. It is to the people He is the Saviour of the world, not simply of the Jew like Joseph. It is all the world in John’s gospel — the revelation of God in His nature. What God was before promise. The world is claimed by Christ for God in spite of Satan. The Son of man is One who is exalted above all things because He suffers for all things, as in Hebrews by the grace of God He tasted death for every thing. A most important thing in the next chapter, He that “drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst” and not only that but it springs up into everlasting life. You get the thirst met, a great point! You must get a man content in the first instance, there is something in it that precludes thirst; the beginning of a new state is “never thirst” and following that is the springing up. The love of God is shed abroad in his heart, he has something that satisfies him for ever. I think it is a wonderful thing that the Lord expatiates on the virtue of the water. I would rather have that gift than forty millions of money because that man might thirst: It is man set up in a wholly new state, as Son of man He takes up the judgment of our state that He may bring us into a wholly new state. 

Ques. The springing up? 

FER I think it is in individual knowledge as chapter 17, verse 3: “To know thee the only true God”. 


Scripture references

John 3:1-21 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. [4] Nicodemus says to him, How can a man be born being old? can he enter a second time into the womb of his mother and be born? [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not wonder that I said to thee, It is needful that *ye* should be born anew. [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit. [9] Nicodemus answered and said to him, How can these things be? [10] Jesus answered and said to him, Thou art the teacher of Israel and knowest not these things! [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? …

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …



THE MORAL SWAY OF THE KINGDOM

[p. 420] THE MORAL SWAY OF THE KINGDOM

Luke 18: 1 - 30

Ques What connection have these two parables? 

FER The early part of the chapter shews that in the kingdom of God every natural thought is revolutionised. The widow, the sinner without righteousness and the child without strength all come into the regard of God; the widow is heard for her importunity and the children are received. It is extremely important to see what has the regard of God down here, it is not the rich man. 

Ques What is the difference between this and chapter 11 where you have importunity brought in? 

FER It is the same principle. The early part of this chapter connects itself with the end of the preceding — the chapter is apparently divided, the first eight verses belong to the previous chapter. It is the elect of Israel that are literally referred to, it refers to the coming of the Son of man to avenge His elect, it is extremely important to see what God regards down here. You get a new subject at verse 31. The point with the blind man is that he confesses Christ as the Son of David, then in the beginning of the next chapter the Son of David is in the house of the sinner. I think it gives instruction as to what it is that will really bring God in. Shall not God avenge His elect? It is what commands His regard down here, and then you get what is the great hindrance. The publican is justified; you have to come down morally to his level and to the level of children. The kingdom of God has come in to test everybody, it has not come in power and glory but to test everybody, people are found out as to where they are. You have to receive the kingdom to come into it. On the other hand the Pharisee did not want to receive it. The rich man wanted eternal life in addition to what he had, he was not prepared to [p. 421] give it up. What lies at the bottom of all these things is self-righteousness, all connect themselves with a lawless world and the kingdom comes in to deliver people out of the world. The point is whether people are low enough down to come into God’s kingdom. What I understand by it is the rule of grace, the reign of grace. The talent is what Christ has left in the hands of the servants, the talent is not gift, a man must be divested of his riches to enter into the kingdom. I think the truth is that the link must be severed that connects a man with this evil world in order that he may enter the kingdom. The kingdom of God is righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, not eating and drinking. The kingdom is brought in that eternal life may exist; you could not get it without it, in order to hold evil in abeyance, for Satan to be bound and death to be swallowed up in victory. In order that eternal life might come in you must get the kingdom, the soul must come under the power and authority of God to be free from that of the enemy, you cannot get eternal life without that. The prophets are all full of the kingdom more than eternal life. The great point is, it comes in that all evil may be held in abeyance, that man may be able to live under the influence of God. 

Dr. W. To serve Him in holiness and righteousness all the days of our life. 

FER There will not be the extinction of enemies in the millennium but all the forces held in abeyance. That necessitates the kingdom; victory rules. 

Ques How will you get free from the power of the enemy? 

FER By the authority of God in grace in order that you may reach eternal life. Sin is reigning outwardly by death now and now we get the thought of God that grace might reign through righteousness, it is true to faith now. Christ is Lord. To us He presents all the power and authority of God and therefore it is of great comfort to me; I am strong in the Lord and the power of His [p. 422] might, it is a great thing to know the consciousness of the Lord. The Lord said to Paul, “My grace suffices thee”. The Lord delights to put forward what is nothing and weak in this world that it may stand against all the power of evil. “The little child”: every natural thought, all that we have learnt in the world, is completely revolutionised in the kingdom. God has chosen the foolish things of this world. The thought of the kingdom in my mind is not so much related to the world but to the power of evil behind the world, “the devil”. Take the Israelites, they got clear of Egypt but Satan wanted to bring them back. We want to be strong to resist the enemy, not to be brought back to fall down to the level of the world. The kingdom of God is a means to an end; people ought to be set on reaching eternal life. The thought of eternal life was becoming prominent when the church was going to the bad and I believe it to be a great safeguard for us that we may escape Babylon and Egypt too. The kingdom is the means to that end. Egypt is the natural world, the world of man’s nature, Babylon is the world of man’s lust. The masterpiece of Satan is really Babylon, the mother of harlots. The church lost the rule of the Spirit and was carried away to ecclesiastical Babylon. There is no system in the world that has such power as popery, it is idolatry. Balaam raises the question of association and it is a very great snare to people in the present day — people keep up links. The young man would have been well pleased to have had eternal life with his riches. Riches are an abomination in the sight of God. It has all sprung up in the world. The principle of Scripture is that the rich man disperses. Men get to love riches, you cannot watch men without seeing them. You will not get an accumulation of riches in the world to come, it is only in the present world. They measure things by appearance and not morally, if a bad man gets riches, men do not neglect him, he gets honour. In the kingdom of God everything is measured morally, that is the great [p. 423] comfort. The rich man has the responsibility of using his riches as a steward, he cannot throw everything away, it would only add to the confusion. The point is make to yourselves friends of the mammon of unrighteousness. 

The Lord loved the young man. There are many things that you could love, see a mother with tender affection for her children. I think that you would love it and the Lord loved it. In the constitution of man there is a great deal that is very beautiful and it is a great mistake to overlook traces of God’s handiwork in them. The world would be a perfect pandemonium without it. The terrible mischief is that man is under the power of the enemy and cannot free himself. It is a perfect impossibility for a rich man to enter in as such, he must become small. The Lord knew perfectly well the great power that riches had over the heart of man but God knows well how to bring him down, if he has a child taken it breaks him, and all is that he may come into the kingdom as a little child. God knows how to break the power of riches over a man. The kingdom will not be any man’s debtor, if they leave all they will get compensation. I never lost anything, but some people stick half in each and never come into the good of either. A man gains much more in the present time, you get out of what is artificial into what is real. The manifold more is in what is real, not in what is artificial. People live in appearances but they are not real. The point is I am not taken in by what is artificial, it is only sham. You want what is moral — that which will stand in the presence of God. 


Scripture references

Luke 18:1-30 (JND) [1] And he spoke also a parable to them to the purport that they should always pray and not faint, [2] saying, There was a judge in a city, not fearing God and not respecting man: [3] and there was a widow in that city, and she came to him, saying, Avenge me of mine adverse party. [4] And he would not for a time; but afterwards he said within himself, If even I fear not God and respect not man, [5] at any rate because this widow annoys me I will avenge her, that she may not by perpetually coming completely harass me. [6] And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge says. [7] And shall not God at all avenge his elect, who cry to him day and night, and he bears long as to them? [8] I say unto you that he will avenge them speedily. But when the Son of man comes, shall he indeed find faith on the earth? [9] And he spoke also to some, who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and made nothing of all the rest [of men], this parable: [10] Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. [11] The Pharisee, standing, prayed thus to himself: God, I thank thee that I am not as the rest of men, rapacious, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax-gatherer. [12] I fast twice in the week, I tithe everything I gain. …



LIFE SECURED AND MAINTAINED

[p. 424] LIFE SECURED AND MAINTAINED

John 5: 17 - 29; John 6: 35 - 45; John 7: 37 - 39

FER I think the idea was to touch on these three chapters 5, 6, and 7 together, they form the revelation of God in suitability to a scene of death and dearth here. 

Chapter 5 is the Father, He is really revealed in His works. Chapter 6 is bread, or Christ. Chapter 7 is living water which flows out in life. When you take the three together you have the revelation of God not exactly in what they are but to what they have become with regard to men to a scene of death and dearth. Christ has become incarnate, the Father has revealed Himself in His works and the Holy Spirit is given. The Father’s work is raising man up from the power of death. He comes out in that way. The Son came here with the intent of making the work of the Father known, of making evident the work of the Father — the raising up of man in divine love from the time sin and death came in. That was the time it was really working from, there was no work that Christ really did except the cursing of the fig tree or that kind of thing. You get a picture at the beginning of the chapter which is typical of raising up Israel in the time to come. The point is death and moral dearth, everything is under the shadow of death and not only that but moral dearth. The wonderful thing is the way God has been pleased to adapt Himself to the state of things down here and all in view of the world to come. The coming of Christ brought into view what the Father had been going on with: “My Father worketh hitherto and I work”. It was all an enigma before that, no one understood. He brought the Father to light, that is the point of this chapter, the voice of the Son of God is distinctly in His death. It speaks of the love of God in contrast to law, but He says the hour is coming and now is, the utterance was there and abiding. All is on the [p. 425] ground of His death. You cannot interpret His ministry except by the light of His death, it is in His death you get the full light of divine love coming out and that explains every act of His life. 

Ques “The voice of the Son of God”, would you limit that to the love of God? 

FER Yes, when the light of it in the death of Christ comes home to a person he lives, because it is possible for a person to live in the light of the love of God. There is love in God that can overcome His judgment, you can see that in His death. I think the “Now is” is the present time. 

Ques But did not that start with the first chapter? 

FER Well, yes it did because this gospel started de novo from His death, ignoring all that had gone before. It has been said that you do not get the beginning of the gospel in John, what you get really is the revelation of what was in the heart of God. The beginning of the gospel takes into account the responsibility and forgiveness which you do not get in John. It is not the blood in Egypt and the Red Sea but the brazen serpent. John goes to the bottom and explains how the state of things was to be met. 

Ques What about John 3: 16? 

FER It is always true and you are entitled to preach it but you would not get a moral foundation by that because man must recognise where he is in regard of God. His responsibility must be raised and met but that does not interfere with verse 16 because that is the gospel, but not the beginning of it. You will not make man right unless he understands something about righteousness, there will not be a moral foundation, it is a necessity. 

Ques Define righteousness? 

FER Well I think it is relative, as the earth is with the sun and moon. They are not out of gear with each other and that is the point with man, he requires to be brought into gear with God and Christ in his own sense [p. 426] of things. Righteousness is the bone of the moral universe. In John the Lord takes account of man’s state. A man must be born again. The first element is the raising up of man from the power of death. 

Ques That is sovereignty? 

FER Yes, you get the expression “the Son raises whom He will”. 

Ques How do you understand quickening? 

FER Well it is emancipation from all that holds in bondage and it goes on to the body. Quickening is not resurrection it is really liberation from the power of death and applies to those living when the Lord comes. He will quicken your mortal bodies, He completes everything, death is swallowed up in victory. Scripture does not contemplate anything beyond the time of those addressed. 

Ques What about chapter 6? 

FER Well I think it is one of the most difficult chapters in Scripture to explain. It shows what is consequent on the incarnation, that all the good of heaven is really brought down to the service of man that man may eat it and live by it. We have to look at the world as the greater part idolatrous and corrupt when Christ came. Look what a profound effect the incarnation produces, a complete change of the texture of man. As you would change the food of a child, it would almost change the texture of the child. It is the world and that is what Christ will be when He comes, He will change the whole character of things in the world. ‘He will give His flesh for the life of the world’, it will mean a completely new condition of things morally starting from Himself. 

Ques What about ourselves now? 

FER Well what does a man know about holiness, love or mercy except by Christ? The philosopher knew nothing about them. He could spin out cobwebs about commonwealth, but could not tell you anything about these moral things. You have got to look at it in Him, 

[p. 427] all was here in Him, His death is our side, the thought of His death brings in that, to get the good of what He was here incarnate, your mind must be in accord with the death. To be dead with Christ is that my mind is in accord with the death of Christ. 

Ques. Is that Romans 6? 

FER Yes, but one states it positionally and the other practically. In Romans, “reckon yourself dead” is more positional. If I say I am crucified with Christ, what does it mean? It means that my mind is in accord with the death of Christ; what He came to in fact, we come to in mind — that is essential. A man alive in this world, alive in sin, does not find his delight in the good of heaven. You get it all in the early part of the chapter, the hungry multitude were satisfied with the good of heaven. I wonder how you are going to put on the new man except by eating the living bread; you eat His flesh and drink His blood, that is first and you find delight from it and derive every right idea from what is come down from heaven. The bread of God is not simply to Israel, but He that comes down gives life to the world. All that is benefit to the church. 

Ques Gives life to the world? 

FER People are not going to stay in heaven. The church has to fulfil its function in the world to come and has to come out of heaven for that purpose. I try to contemplate the fearful moral dearth that affected this world when Christ came into it and to think of what He brought into it. No one knows the extent that the world has been affected by it. It is perfect rubbish a young fellow giving up the truth, it is really for a mess of pottage giving up his birthright. 

In chapter 7 you get what meets the thirst; it is connected with Jesus glorified. Jesus is triumphant. He is the Head of all principality and power and if you once get a sense of that, there are living waters flowing out to others. You are so well fed and nourished by living bread that you benefit others, you nourish others. What [p. 428] an idiot a man must be to give up this; fancy a man getting the Spirit, I cannot conceive anything more wonderful than living bread and that living waters flow out, the effect of Christ going up into heaven to the right hand of God. And so you get here that the time will come when those that are in their graves will hear His voice and will come forth. 

Ques. Why is it rivers? 

FER Well they tend to fertilise down here; they run in different channels, the Spirit is the power, Jesus glorified is the source and the believer is the mouth. I do not know how far it is made good in us, I heard one the other day saying how often I have longed for someone to say something to me. 

Dr. W. There are a great many bottle christians. 

FER Well I think I am one of them. 

RL If this were true there would be better times than the feast of tabernacles. 

FER I think you get the thought in Ephesians 3 when the apostle prays “strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith”. It is very much equivalent to Christ dwelling in the heart by faith. 

Ques Why did the Lord not want witness from man? 

FER Well the sun shines, it does not require witness. The Lord did not want witness but He accepts it to bring conviction home to them. 


Scripture references

John 5:17-29 (JND) [17] But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto and I work. [18] For this therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he had not only violated the sabbath, but also said that God was his own Father, making himself equal with God. [19] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, The Son can do nothing of himself save whatever he sees the Father doing: for whatever things *he* does, these things also the Son does in like manner. [20] For the Father loves the Son and shews him all things which he himself does; and he will shew him greater works than these, that ye may wonder. [21] For even as the Father raises the dead and quickens [them], thus the Son also quickens whom he will: [22] for neither does the Father judge any one, but has given all judgment to the Son; [23] that all may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He who honours not the Son, honours not the Father who has sent him. [24] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that he that hears my word, and believes him that has sent me, has life eternal, and does not come into judgment, but is passed out of death into life. [25] Verily, verily, I say unto you, that an hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that have heard shall live. [26] For even as the Father has life in himself, so he has given to the Son also to have life in himself, [27] and has given him authority to execute judgment [also], because he is Son of man. [28] Wonder not at this, for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice, …

John 6:35-45 (JND) [35] [And] Jesus said to them, I am the bread of life: he that comes to me shall never hunger, and he that believes on me shall never thirst at any time. [36] But I have said to you, that ye have also seen me and do not believe. [37] All that the Father gives me shall come to me, and him that comes to me I will not at all cast out. [38] For I am come down from heaven, not that I should do *my* will, but the will of him that has sent me. [39] And this is the will of him that has sent me, that of all that he has given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up in the last day. [40] For this is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the Son, and believes on him, should have life eternal; and I will raise him up at the last day. [41] The Jews therefore murmured about him, because he said, I am the bread which has come down out of heaven. [42] And they said, Is not this Jesus the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we have known? how then does *he* say, I am come down out of heaven? [43] Jesus therefore answered and said to them, Murmur not among yourselves. [44] No one can come to me except the Father who has sent me draw him, and I will raise him up in the last day. [45] It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every one that has heard from the Father [himself], and has learned [of him], comes to me;

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

Romans 6 (JND) [1] What then shall we say? Should we continue in sin that grace may abound? [2] Far be the thought. We who have died to sin, how shall we still live in it? [3] Are you ignorant that we, as many as have been baptised unto Christ Jesus, have been baptised unto his death? …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



LIGHT DISCERNED AND ITS EFFECT

[p. 429] LIGHT DISCERNED AND ITS EFFECT

John 10: 1 - 42

Ques In what way does chapter 10 connect with chapters 8 and 9? 

FER I think all three are connected, you can scarcely understand the chapter by itself; it is a conclusion. 

Ques Well, what are the premises? 

FER Well, they are the introduction of the light. The thought in the 8th is the coming in of light; the Lord says “I am the light of the world”, but then everything is reversed, as shown in chapter 10, by the flock which is composed of those who see. The blind man is a sample. The Lord comes out as the light, “then spake Jesus again unto them, I am the light of the world”. What occurred in regard of the woman proved Him to be the light because I think everybody was exposed; they were all exposed in their consciences by the light. Jesus stooped and wrote on the ground: that is His touching humanity and He left His mark. The introduction of a great luminary into the world showed the order and proportion of everything. He was the truth and so everything came out in its true order and proportion. The Lord making clay and putting it on the eyes only made the Jews the blinder. Those who saw were made blind and those who were blind saw, things were completely reversed. We see that in the flock, there is a great danger with the young, they become so used to the light that they in a sort of way become indifferent and get hardened. The Jews took the ground of seeing and they really were made blind. I think it was in a way judicial and so their sin remains. They said they had no sin. 

Ques Is Christ the light of the world today? 

FER No, not in the same way as He was when here. For the moment the light of the world is hid in heaven, 

[p. 430] all the light in the present time comes from heaven, but the church is like the moon, it shines by reflected light. The Lord said “Ye are the light of the world” — it is not inherent light. The effect of Christ being the light of the world was to test it and it resulted in the judgment of the world because they rejected the light. The blind — those who make no pretension — are made to see. In chapter 8 you must take into account that those who saw were made blind or you would not have the premises of chapter 10. 

Ques Does verse 12 not suppose that you follow the Lord into another world? 

FER If you follow Him you will have the light of life; death or resurrection did not alter Christ as being the light — that which He was morally. 

Ques What is the point of chapter 9? 

FER I think, that those who see not, might see. Everything was overturned. All the pretension of man was exposed, the real source of it was chapter 8 — the devil. There was a regular lying spirit in them, the devil was a murderer and abode not in the truth. The effect of the sin of man is that man has become a liar, he has no sense whatever of his true position in regard of God and not only that but man is naturally a liar. In chapter 8 Christ was from above and spoke the truth. 

Ques Would you say to an unconverted audience that they were children of the devil? 

FER No, because we are only just out of the wood. In chapter 8 man was tested, of course it must be so at the moment. Christ came in because you not only have God revealed but Man according to God — a perfect standard — and everything was properly tested, by the standard. The great luminary, the light of God, had come in; not only that but Christ was the Luminary because there you get a perfect thought and order and proposition. The Jews were tested and proved all lawless by the truth. You get righteousness and man properly in his relation to God and proportion; so the [p. 431] Jew was tested. The first great lesson that the blind man had to learn when his eyes were opened was that everything was out of gear. It is a most painful experience to go through for one to find everything here out of gear, hollow and false. 

Ques How would you explain the class, those who saw not? 

FER The man who does not see is the man who makes no pretension of seeing. 

Ques What was the significance of the Lord putting clay on his eyes? 

FER It really made the Jew blinder than ever and they were hurried on to perdition like the parable of the demoniac. 

Ques The opening the eyes of the blind? 

FER It is by preaching, their eyes are opened, like Paul’s commission. 

Ques Why was it on the sabbath day? 

FER Well I think the Lord was continually putting a slight on the sabbath. What could it be to Him? It was made for man not for God. What was the worth of it? It was a sign of the covenant and they had not continued in the covenant. If a man’s eyes are opened it is that a man might get into gear to hold the Head, like the blind man; that a man may be attached to Christ and be brought into gear by holding the Head. When a man gets free from natural relations, he has not much left. What I understand by opening a man’s eyes in a moral sense is undeceiving a man. Men are all deceived. It is the apostle’s work or the work of the Spirit of God, it is Christ’s work but He does it through agents. The water of the pool of Siloam represented the word applied by the Spirit and the result was that the man saw. The pool of Bethesda represented a kind of providential benefit; the testimony of the sent One, of Christ, is what is used to open men’s eyes “except a man be born again he cannot see”. 

Ques Is there any connection? Why born [p. 432] again? 

FER Well because I think God just does as little as He can in that way, man must get everything through exercise. God in His sovereignty does what is indispensable, but all has to be wrought in a man morally. You might present the light but I do not get it from you, God has prepared me for it by exercise. I do not think there can be a doubt for a moment that people’s eyes are opened by the presentation of Christ. The mistake that people make sometimes is that they think they convert people. I do not mean anyone here. It is a tremendous thing to open men’s eyes, to undeceive people when it is a question of God. 

Ques Do you not think it is a great danger to press people to decide? 

FER Well with all respect, it is a dangerous thing to get a confession beyond what people are capable of. Chapter 10 brings in the issue. You have a parenthesis in chapters 8 and 9. In the 10th you get a flock of an entirely different character composed of those who see, the effect of the light of necessity carried people out of the fold. 

Ques What fold are you in? 

FER Well to tell you the truth I do not quite appreciate a fold. A fold was to keep people from the wolf, but a christian is kept now by attachment and appreciation of Christ. Let a man hold the Head and be will not be a bit afraid of the wolf. 

Ques Is appreciation of Christ holding the Head? 

FER Yes, because if you hold the Head you appreciate Christ. How is any one of us kept down here in the world? Not by a fold, it is perfectly powerless to keep you. It is by the appreciation of Christ “I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved”. 

Ques Would not seeking a fold now be going back? 

FER The wonderful thing at the present time is that the Shepherd is absent and we are kept down here in the absence of the Shepherd without the need of a fold. The door is to lead us in to God to get the knowledge [p. 433] of God. 

Ques What is the meaning of “am known of those that are mine as ... I know the Father”? 

FER That is very wonderful. No one knew Him down here but the Father, now we may know Christ as He knows us. It is reciprocal. People will ridicule us if we say we know Him, it is “the good shepherd giveth His life for the sheep” that there may be “one flock and one shepherd”. The people that claimed privilege and saw were those who were made blind and if the Lord could make those that did not see to see, on the same ground, the Lord could bring in the gentile that there might be one flock. A flock is not for heaven, a flock follows the Shepherd like Israel in the wilderness. All the flock is dependent on the Shepherd now like all animals are dependent upon man. All the creation is dependent on man in that kind of way to Christ. Everything in the moment depends on the Spirit; it is not public, it is spiritual now. Israel in the world to come will become Jehovah’s flock. 

Ques What is life more abundantly? 

FER Light has come in by the death of Christ and you can live in the love of God. “I am the door” that is evangelistic. You ought to preach the gospel from that. 

Dr. W. John 10. Oh, I often do that. 

FER The unity all depends upon life, upon the knowledge of the good Shepherd and upon affection. All unity must be the unity of spiritual affections; if we take the ground of loving Christ, we show it by loving one another. 


Scripture references

John 10:1-42 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. [4] When he has put forth all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice. [5] But they will not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they know not the voice of strangers. [6] This allegory spoke Jesus to them, but they did not know what it was [of] which he spoke to them. [7] Jesus therefore said again to them, Verily, verily, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. [8] All whoever came before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. [9] I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved, and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture. [10] The thief comes not but that he may steal, and kill, and destroy: I am come that they might have life, and might have [it] abundantly. [11] I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep: [12] but he who serves for wages, and who is not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf seizes them and scatters the sheep. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …



WITNESS GIVEN TO CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE WORLD TO COME

[p. 434] WITNESS GIVEN TO CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE WORLD TO COME

John 12: 12 - 33

FER In the previous part, chapters 8 to 10, we had the effect of the light and the change in the character of things as seen in the flock. Here we get the witness given to Christ, in the relation He is to the world to come. In chapter 10 He is the Shepherd. Of course that is applicable in a kind of way to the present time. In chapters 11 and 12 we have the witness borne to Him as the resurrection and the life, the King of Israel and the Son of man. Things must come out in that order: you could not have King of Israel without the resurrection and the life. He comes into Jerusalem as Zion’s King but that is consequent upon resurrection, the One in whom there is the revival of everything. He says, “I am the resurrection”, the revival of all that God had ever established. It had been lost in death but in Christ all is revived, both promises and what was official. Stephen goes all over that ground and shows how all had been lost but the revival of Christ is the revival of everything for God. It must be on the ground of resurrection to be beyond the power of evil and Satan, because all had been spoilt by Satan, the first man died and lost his place of headship but all will come to light again. You might go all through the history of Scripture from Adam, death came in upon everything. 

Ques Is that the sense of the sheet let down from heaven? 

FER Not quite, that was the result of headship; but in the resurrection you get the revival of everything: headship, priesthood and even the headship of the gentiles. All are in a way revived, every position that God had ever established had been lost in death and in Christ you have the revival of it. The resurrection of [p. 435] Lazarus was really a witness of what Christ was, and so He says in connection with it, “I am the resurrection and the life”. 

Ques Do you include creation in that? 

FER Well I do in a sense because He takes up everything as Creator. Death came in upon everything but the great truth is that you get everything revived. He tasted death for everything and everything is revived in Him. The resurrection of Lazarus was a sign that the Son of man may be glorified thereby; for the moment all has apparently terminated in death but all these witnesses are in relation to the world to come. God so ordered that there should be witness given to Christ in the relation in which He stood to the world to come. You have not got things in their right connection except as they are viewed in relation to the world to come. 

Ques What do you mean by the world to come? 

FER Both heaven and earth, the connection between them is very intimate, that God might make known “the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus”. I have that; that in it I should be able to go and tell a Jew more about his calling than he knew himself, because I think in the present time God has gathered up everything in the church and we are so well acquainted with these things that we could go and tell a Jew his calling. They will be brought into the good of the covenant. I trust we know something of the house of God and the flock. When we get instruction in these things it helps us in the knowledge of Christ, they will be revived in Him; when He comes out these things will come out in Him, He has not come out of heaven yet, He is the second man. The Father is the starting point, everything must come out from above. I think the point is everything should come out from God out of heaven. Lazarus was a witness given to Him as the resurrection and the life. The world to come is where God is glorified; God has been dishonoured here, sin and death has come in, but [p. 436] in the world to come, God will be glorified. Everything will come in in a man: in order to have a kingdom you must have the throne established in a man. In the eternal state it will be more the supremacy of God through all; then every enemy will have been subdued, all moral questions are solved. All has that great end in view, the kingdom only exists for a purpose, to solve the question of good and evil. 

Ques What is the meaning of “that the Son of God might be glorified thereby” John 11: 4? 

FER I think it was in the witness. I believe in the resurrection of the dead — that is orthodox — but the mistake is in not seeing that Christ is the resurrection and the life. 

Ques How does the feast come in? 

FER The supper comes in as a testimony to Christ again, she anointed Him for His burying. 

Ques What is the meaning of “that also he should gather together in one the children of God that were scattered abroad”? 

FER Well He was not confined to that nation. It is a great thought: “I am the resurrection and the life” — death could not hold Him, He must rise; He might go into death, there was a fragrance about His death. He was anointed for His burial and He must rise, there is no fragrance about a saint’s death but there was a fragrance about His death. Christ comes out of death and in coming out of death everything is revived, revived now for God, we come to mount Zion, everything is revived. 

Ques. What is mount Zion? 

FER I think it is symbolic of the enduring mercy of God, the sovereign mercy of God when everything was forfeited. David placed the ark on mount Zion and then they say “His mercy endureth for ever”. In losing the ark they really lost all link with God, and God in the sovereignty of His mercy brought back the ark. That will be the key-note in the future and the time will come [p. 437] when they will appreciate it. Man cannot get any blessing until he is free from the judgment of death; the Sun is risen, that is the point for me. We have the witness brought in to Him as the resurrection and the life and as the King of Israel and as the Son of man. We have all this light as to Christ in the world to come and for the moment everything has terminated in death and we announce the Lord’s death till He come. You cannot follow Christ except in the communion of His death, you cannot get to another scene except in the communion of His death. It is as lifted up from the earth that Christ has become the point of attraction and He draws all to Himself. He is lifted up vicariously. The Lord could not die upon earth and it is as lifted up from the earth He dies vicariously, manifestly vicariously. 

Ques Does the lifting up not go beyond the cross? 

FER No, I do not think so because He was lifted up vicariously. In the providence of God, God allowed man to lift Him up, because He was the righteous One and could not die upon earth. It is extremely important to apprehend the place of Christ in the world to come and then the provisional place now. He is the Head of every man. My object in preaching is to try and enlighten people as to the position of Christ in relation to men. You get a beautiful verse in Proverbs 8 “I (wisdom) lead in the way of righteousness”. He is wisdom, it is an appeal on the part of One who is the Head of every man to draw everyone to Himself. 

Ques Is that the sense of Christ as the wisdom of God and power of God? 

FER Well, He is wisdom in regard of man, the woman of the city appreciated wisdom; Simon trusted his own head and was a fool but the woman trusted Christ and I suppose she inherited substance. Christ is the resource of God and the power of God. He is the sign and witness of God’s intervention on behalf of man. I do believe we would get great gain if we apprehended the relation of Christ to the world to come. In the present [p. 438] time He is gathering out the vessel in which God will be glorified, just like God taking a rib out of Adam when in sleep to form Eve. It is the moment of Christ’s decease and God is taking the church out of Christ. I believe the world lost a great deal in not seeing Christ when He was here. It is a great comfort that Christ will present the church glorious in spite of all the defection. The kingdom is all dependent on the Lord and we have the Lord and the Holy Spirit. In the 4th book of Psalms we have got a whole book as to the coming in of the kingdom; it is David’s kingdom in a kind of way, but it is Jehovah’s kingdom. A person could not be in the kingdom unless he has received the kingdom. The effect of the rejection of Christ was the breaking up of all the world system of which Israel was the centre. The times of the gentiles have become much more prominent, the world in that day was the world of which Israel was the centre; when they were prepared to follow the lead of Satan and reject and crucify Christ, all that system was judged and broken up. Abraham was called out but another kind of world was revived in the seed of Israel. The gentile empires are wild beasts and in the present time you have a kind of suspension and these wild beasts will come into view again. The prince of this world is cast out for us, the Lord could see it. 


Scripture references

John 12:12-33 (JND) [12] On the morrow a great crowd who came to the feast, having heard that Jesus is coming into Jerusalem, [13] took branches of palms and went out to meet him, and cried, Hosanna, blessed [is] he that comes in the name of [the] Lord, the King of Israel. [14] And Jesus, having found a young ass, sat upon it; as it is written, [15] Fear not, daughter of Zion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt. [16] [Now] his disciples knew not these things at the first; but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of him, and that they had done these things to him. [17] The crowd therefore that was with him bore witness because he had called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised him from among [the] dead. [18] Therefore also the crowd met him because they had heard that he had done this sign. [19] The Pharisees therefore said to one another, Ye see that ye profit nothing: behold, the world is gone after him. [20] And there were certain Greeks among those who came up that they might worship in the feast; [21] these therefore came to Philip, who was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and they asked him saying, Sir, we desire to see Jesus. [22] Philip comes and tells Andrew, [and again] Andrew comes and Philip, and they tell Jesus. [23] But Jesus answered them saying, The hour is come that the Son of man should be glorified. …

John 11:4 (JND) [4] But when Jesus heard [it], he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified by it.

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …



THE EFFECTS OF THE SPIRIT HERE

THE EFFECTS OF THE SPIRIT HERE

John 14: 1 - 31

FER I think in chapters 3 and 4 we get the thought of God’s love. The way in which it is expressed and brought into effect is in chapter 4. In the chapters 5, 6 and 7 we really find in what eternal life consists, in the way it has pleased God to reveal Himself and come out in connection with the world to come: the Father in His word, and Christ as living bread and the Holy Spirit as living water. In chapters 8, 9 and 10 the sheep are brought to light. In chapters 11 and 12 we get Christ as the subject of testimony and as the point of gathering. That completes that part, then in the second part we get Christ and the Spirit present. The Lord was always working to the end, that of eternal life, the reason of it was that it was the Father’s commandment and it is the last word to the world (see chapter 12: verse 50). Chapter 13 is introductory and 14 brings in the coming of the Comforter. Chapter 13 is preparatory as bringing to light all those who were true. The real work must come out in connection with the Priest, it gets rid of the Judases. The great point, as in verse 1 was to bring to light those who were His own. Feet washing is refreshment I think and if you were to remove defilement that is picked up, it is a service we carry out one toward another. He has left it to us to carry out, Christ does it now mediatorially. The Lord says “if ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them”. It comes out in more than one way, it is not literal, a man has to be convicted first, conviction is not feet washing. Paul had got a measure of joy in the Philippians and he said to them to complete his joy, it means refreshment. I think that, by what was said of the widow: “if she have washed the saints’ feet”. The Lord was sifting — “have part with me” was to have association with [p. 440] the Lord. Where He now is everything was to be changed and they were to pass on to new ground with Him. I think that the question is an extremely important one. I think we are bound to serve one another to refresh one another. You may depend upon it, where people get depressed you will not revive them but by bringing the word of Christ to bear upon them. It is in the intercourse of saints one with another. The very fact of saints being refreshed shows that you remove the defilement. People get a little bit jaded and depressed, that is the effect of things down here on the saints and they want their feet washed, they want refreshment. If I am a little bright in Christ myself I will refresh others, you really want to bring people back to where they started from, to their original brightness. 

Where you get a positive disposition to depart from the truth you want more than feet washing, something a little more drastic. There is not much feet washing in the address to the seven churches, we are left under a sort of obligation to it. I feel under an obligation to my own circle, those who are in the faith. I do not think the Lord ever washed the feet of Judas, my reason for it is that it was in connection with bringing Judas to light, the Lord said “Now are ye clean but not all”. He puts us under obligation to wash one another’s feet. The feet washing was an occasion of bringing Judas to light, there was the definite intent to betray Him, therefore the Lord exposes him. 

I think another very important point in the latter part of the chapter is that where you get a great display of evil it is followed on the part of God by the Son of man being glorified. You get the same in Revelation, the exposure of the harlot is succeeded by the marriage of the Lamb. I think it is common in the ways of God, some great combination of evil followed by some great action on the part of God. The Son of man was glorified on the cross. The Son of man being glorified in chapter 12: 23 is as King [p. 441] of Zion, the cross is really the effulgence of God — the Son of man being glorified. Glory is that God shines out, you can add nothing to God. God is really glorified in making Himself known, that all comes out in the death of Christ, it was there that God is effulgent. Christ was glorified “in himself” (God) in being set at the right hand of God; “and shall straightway glorify him” was that He would not have to wait for the public glory as Son of man. Stephen saw that; Son of man is employed as a designation for Son of God because the secret of God being effulgent was that He was glorified in the Son of God. God is not glorified in us in the same way, it is only reflected glory in us, the glory of Christ reflected. It is excessively interesting to see that some great climax of evil is followed by some remarkable interpretation of God. You see it in Revelation, the great red dragon gives his authority to the beast and the harlot rides the beast. What could be more awful, yet it is all followed by the marriage of the Lamb, the bride makes herself ready. You get the same principle in the Old Testament when the enemy comes in like a flood the Spirit of the Lord shall raise up a standard against him. 

In chapter 14, you get “a place”, access, and works; a place with the Father and the Lord says “I am the way the truth and the life” and then the Lord says “Greater works than these shall ye do”. The Lord does not say ‘because I die ye shall die also’ but “because I live ye shall live also”. You can only follow the Lord now through death, you cannot say a person is dead until he is risen, man could not reach resurrection except by death. The three points in chapter 14 belong to us, the Lord says “I go to prepare a place for you”. In chapter 13 the Lord surveys the state of things down here and shows how it is to be met and I think it is by our love one to another, but the elements of comfort all come in in chapter 14. The new commandment is what is true in Christ and in us, it is a great thing to get hold of what [p. 442] belongs to us, we have got a place. A man likes a place down here, a nice house and garden but we have got a place, you do not want two places. To get to the place Christ comes to take you there but your access is measured by your appreciation of Christ. Greater works are done now than were ever done when Christ was here, you may get a whole heap of people converted. The greater works would be consequent on His position, He goes to the Father and so everything is greater. On the day of Pentecost three thousand were converted, all consequent on His going to the Father. It is done to a much greater extent than when the Lord was here and so you see a much greater extent of works and even greater works. You cannot read the Acts of the Apostles without seeing the great power of the Holy Spirit. You have got no witness now, the witness of the Spirit is so marred, so dimmed. It is a terrific hindrance to unity and spiritual affection. The Lord prays in chapter 17 for the unity of the saints, that the world may believe that the Father sent the Son. Look at all the great organisations all around and see how the witness is obscured. The saints were to be the living exponents of the truth, the living scriptures, all that was of God was to be living in the saints. What conveys it to me more than anything else is the prayer of the apostle in Ephesians 3, that there might be nothing in which God has come out that would not be seen in the saints. The place where Christ was to dwell was in the hearts of the saints, the length, breadth and height, the whole extent in which God will be glorified. A wonderful thing that a power has come in to put everything in its place and proportion in the same. Truth really brings everything to order and proportion, truth in the inward parts — that is the effect of the Spirit of truth I take it. The apostles were kept dependent, they would have unlimited access and would have abundant answers. The Father and the Son were to be abiding here in the saints. Christianity is the continuation of Christ, that not a jot or tittle that [p. 443] came out in Christ might fall, but everything required to be regulated and ordered according to God. Order and proportion is a very great thing, what would the physical world be without it? The Spirit of truth will do it. Man is much greater than the sun, the sun cannot worship God, the sun cannot love God. Science has never done anything for man but the Spirit of truth will regulate everything. What a wonderful and beautiful picture a christian is! He loves God, he loves Christ, he loves the brethren and he is faithful in every relationship. 


Scripture references

John 14:1-31 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …



FRUIT-BEARING AS PROOF OF VITALITY

[p. 444] FRUIT-BEARING AS PROOF OF VITALITY

John 15: 1 - 27

I suppose these chapters bring before us the consequence of the coming of the Spirit. It is important to see what is in view in the disciples being here as witness for Christ, chapters 13, 14 and 15 are all bound up in that way, 14 is preparatory, it is the way in which they were to be fitted for it, by the Spirit of truth, “In that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me and I in you”. 

Ques What is “Arise let us go hence?” 

FER You must have everything prepared within before there can be a witness without. Everything must be put in its place by the Spirit of truth before there could be a witness here, that is the great point of chapter 14. It seems to me the necessary consequence of the coming of the Comforter must be the bringing in of the Father and the Son, ‘we will come and make our abode with you’, but it is necessary that everything should be in gear, “if a man keep my words”, a man proves that he loves if he does that. I am not a source and centre of light and therefore I keep His words, if a man loves Christ he keeps His words. Christ is entitled to command us and hence it is if we are in gear we keep His commandments and appreciate His words and keep them; that is what was seen in Christ here, there was order, He kept the Father’s words. A commandment indicates His right to command. His word is the revelation of the Father. I have thought these chapters run pretty much with the prayer in Ephesians 3: chapter 14 is pretty much akin to Christ in the heart, 15, our relation one to another consequent on the commandment of Christ and 16, the church set as light or witness down here, witness to a Christ to whom everything belongs, “He shall take of mine and shall shew it unto you”, it brings in the thought of the world to come and so we comprehend the breadth, length, depth and height. A man could not be competent as witness down here unless he knew something of the breadth, length, depth and height, the whole extent of the inheritance. 

The great point of chapter 15 is vitality as shown by our affections one to another; so in fruit-bearing there is proof of vitality. I think you must begin with that, Christ dwelling in the heart by faith, the affection of a bride for a bridegroom, of a wife for her husband, that is properly the position of the church down here, you want all your affections put in order and strengthened and maintained. People put the social before the meetings; if Christ were dwelling in the heart by faith we would be devoted to every interest of Christ down here. I do believe we would get on a great deal better if we let everything be secondary to Christ “ye believe on God, believe also on me”, the bride comes down as the public witness but in the meantime the bride is left down here as witness to the bridegroom. We do not live in ourselves, it marked the Lord, but no one of us can have life in himself. All vitality is by the Spirit of Christ. If we live in the Spirit let us also walk in the Spirit. Vitality comes out in the way of fruit-bearing; fruit-bearing is for God. It comes out in our relations one to another, it is the product of the Spirit of Christ, fruit really consists in what characterises our relations one to another in love and joy. I think saints are trees of God’s planting. The peculiarity in an ordinary tree is that it lives by itself, but saints do not carry their life in themselves, Christ is the source of fruit. It all depends on our abiding in Christ. 

Psalm 1 is not Christ, it is the description of a class; you get Christ in Psalm 2. There is no witness except in the evidence of vitality. The present order of christendom is all dead against fruit-bearing; for fruit-bearing we want to be thrown in most intimate connections [p. 446] one with the other. The Lord presses upon them that they should love one another and He tells them that the world would hate them. If we do not love one another it shows there is something out of gear in our love to Christ. The Lord contemplated all the disciples in loving one another, feet-washing makes manifest those who are real. I think we wait too long sometimes. If we applied the washing a little earlier it would prove more beneficial, dirt would not accumulate. 

Ques We hear a great deal about John 3: 16 — do we hear as much about James 3: 16? 

FER What is that? Well I believe that that is James’s way of contrasting the old man with the new. What ought to mark us is the wisdom from above, it is a most beautiful passage. Partiality brings in cliques, the truth ought not to bring partiality. How much the state of things now is against bringing the truth of this chapter! Fellowship must be very limited in the present time, the bond of fellowship is so little understood. If you get people who call on the Lord out of a pure heart then the Lord is the bond, a Lord who is in no way connected with this world. There will be no such thing as fellowship in the world to come when Christ comes out and has His rights but it is a contrary scene and there are those who are held together by fidelity to the Lord, “there is one body and one Spirit”. We are really held together by allegiance to the one Lord. The great point is that we have to recognise that the world is lawless and if it were put to the test it would be found out to be lawless. If you take a business where there are half a dozen partners they are partners one of another but they have partnership one with another. The Lord gave the disciples His confidence completely, the witness shows what the church was in the mind of the Lord, the witness is in the saints to the moral excellency of that Man. The new man is really the witness to the Man in heaven, it is the truth in Jesus. You have got the Spirit of truth in the saints and you have the apostles; the [p. 447] apostles are gone but the new man is down here in witness to Christ. It is the truth in Jesus, if ye have so learned Christ; the renewing of the mind is the work of the Holy Spirit. Even Paul had not been with Christ from the beginning. The witness now is the Spirit of truth and if that is not the witness there is no witness. 

I think that the Spirit of God wrought in the apostles in the most tremendous energy at the beginning. Luther was a lion, a most distinguished man but you must be content with what is now. “A living dog is better than a dead lion”. The Spirit of truth being witness, it is connected with the whole company, unity really in spiritual affections. The unity of the Spirit is a unity of spiritual affection and if you have not spiritual affection you have not unity. The point with them was, they should love one another and if we loved one another it would be accompanied with a great deal of joy. 

Chapter 16 brings in the thought of intelligence. For saints to be an effective witness down here, they require to be intelligent (verse 12). Intelligence is that you are instructed in the interests of Christ. If you look at Ephesians 1: 8 “He hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; having made known unto us the mystery of his will ... that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ”. “All things that the Father hath are mine”. Christ is the Head of all and if that, the result is that everything takes its character from Christ; if I am away from home I leave my wife in charge but she must be intelligent in all my interests so that she may not make mistakes. I want to get people out of the world, I am not part of the world and if I had means I could not benefit the world by rescuing people from drink or that sort of thing. The improvement of the world must be left to those who are of the world. It is a study of the most profound interest to get an idea of what belongs to Christ, you apprehend with all saints, you do not [p. 448] exclude saints from your mind in the length, breadth, depth and height. “All things” is an expression of constant occurrence, everything I have belongs to my wife. I think the man who keeps anything back from his wife is a miserable husband. The introduction of Christ has brought about a most profound change in regard of men. He has become Head of every man, He is wisdom for every man, the point is that a man should accept his Head and get direction from his Head. You cannot possibly get judgment at the present time except with regard to saints because Christ is Head of every man. When antichrist is set up that will bring in the judgment of God, every man should listen to the Head and get direction from Christ. The present moment is provisional and where man proves himself unaffected by the grace of God, he comes under the original debt. 

Forgiveness is provisional now as in the parable of the ten thousand talents. The culminating sin of man is that they set up a rival head and that brings in the judgment of God. He is called the lawless one in contrast to Christ, they will not have the righteous One and they set up the lawless one. 

In chapter 16 the access which they would have to the Father comes out, they were not to ask Christ anything. I think it true in regard of us: we have access to God with regard to every interest of Christ, we should get a great deal from the Father if we sought the interests of Christ. If saints love Christ they are loved of the Father and the Father is ready enough to give to those He loves, but discipline comes in and discipline is in perfect accord with love. I believe there is no limit to what we should get in the interests of Christ. We do not get anything except in affection for Christ, it all lies in affection for Christ. You must accept the sovereignty of God. I could not demand God to save all my children, I could beg God to do it. 


Scripture references

John 15:1-27 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither [can] ye unless ye abide in me. [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. [6] Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch, and is dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine. [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Psalms 1 (JND) [1] Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the wicked, and standeth not in the way of sinners, and sitteth not in the seat of scorners; [2] But his delight is in Jehovah's law, and in his law doth he meditate day and night. [3] And he [is] as a tree planted by brooks of water, which giveth its fruit in its season, and whose leaf fadeth not; and all that he doeth prospereth. …

Psalms 2 (JND) [1] Why are the nations in tumultuous agitation, and [why] do the peoples meditate a vain thing? [2] The kings of the earth set themselves, and the princes plot together, against Jehovah and against his anointed: [3] Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away their cords from us! …

John 3:16 (JND) [16] For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal.

James 3:16 (JND) [16] For where emulation and strife [are], there [is] disorder and every evil thing.

Ephesians 1:8 (JND) [8] which he has caused to abound towards us in all wisdom and intelligence,



THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD

[p. 449] THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD

Psalm 34: 1 - 22; Hebrews 1: 1 - 14

The subject which is before me tonight is the throne of God. It is important enough in a way; I refer to it in the moral aspect not the dispensational aspect. 

The throne of God, how it is established and also a few words in regard of the moral government of God, are points of the last moment with regard to us, the person who does not seek to order himself according to them is not wise. Job was defective in regard of the moral government of God and that led him into trouble, it was that which led me to read Psalm 34, it is wonderful to me how the language of such a psalm should be applicable to us. We do not occupy David’s position, we are a humble people down here, yet his language is perfectly applicable to us. The throne is not yet set forth and when it is, the language of that psalm will not be applicable. Though the throne is not set forth yet, it is prepared and it is important in regard of us. If I speak of the moral government of God it was always true and the point is that the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous and His ears open to their cry. What can be more important in regard of us? Who do you think the righteous are? I should say those who admit the rights of God. In the Old Testament justification had not come in but you can see how often the righteous come in. In christianity the believer is righteous, he acknowledges the rights of God, the lawless are those who do not admit them now. If the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous you are worse off than the wicked; they are allowed to go pretty much their own way but the righteous are compelled to order their conduct in regard of the rights of God, so the righteous cannot do wrong. The lawless man is independent, he is not in any orbit and has not to answer anything. If the ways of the righteous are not [p. 450] according to the eyes of the Lord he may come under discipline. 

God will not answer prayer just at the moment you expect because God will not humour your thoughts. The countenance of the Lord is against them that do evil, they may do it for a very long time. He may allow it for a long time yet the face of the Lord is against them and He will blot them out. To see this necessitates patience on the part of the saint as in Job the Lord came in after due time and relieved Job and he had twice as much as before. The apostle is the one who brings out the moral government of God; in this chapter the Lord inspects your way, your doings, do not be afraid of approaching Him and do not be disappointed if you do not get an answer at once. I have known what it is to cry in deep exercise and not to get the answer at once, but remember the face of the Lord is against them that do evil and a time is coming when their remembrance will be blotted out. 

Now as to the throne it is an expression which implies the moral government of God in heaven. It is not yet set forth but it is established, that is what I want to make plain tonight. Look at Psalm 45 “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever; a sceptre of uprightness is the sceptre of thy kingdom”. Now when that psalm was written it was all prophetic, no part was fulfilled — it was “touching the king”. Regarding the throne it is the throne established, the throne of God but established in a Man. You could get no public government of God except in a man. How could the government of God be appreciated in this world except in a man? 

Now in Hebrews 1 you get the Man of Psalm 45. It is no longer prophetic. You get in the beginning of Hebrews “unto the Son he saith, thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever”. He has inherited a more excellent name than angels, in Him the throne of God is established so that God can come out in public government in the world, but if God must come out in public, of necessity [p. 451] He must establish His throne. In the second chapter you get this, but veiled, the One in whom it is established is in heaven. 

Look now at verse 5, chapter 1 “I will be to him for father, and he shall be to me for son”. What is in connection with the One in whom it is established is that He is in relation to God as Son, so it was said to Israel, “Israel is my son, my firstborn”; so I can understand this saying when spoken in regard of Christ “Out of Egypt have I called my son”. The throne is established in that One. You see the relation between the One in whom the throne is established to God and it brings in love, the thought of God, into the kingdom “the kingdom of the Son of his love”. So He can say “Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever”. Now I understand this to refer to the pathway of Christ here upon earth: He loved righteousness — everything that was according to the rights of God. On the other hand He hated lawlessness and so He establishes what He loves — righteousness — and puts away and removes what He hated. 

Now that is the next point, the basis of the throne, the establishment of righteousness and the removal of lawlessness. Now in verses 10 and 11, the One in whom the throne is established is “the same”; everything else changes, the earth will be removed, but He does not grow old. David grew old. We see the last days of David. Now the kingdom is established in the true Solomon and it will not be removed, it retains its character. 

I just touch those three points because it gives a character to everything. My point is that all is prepared, it is not yet set forth; the Man is there in whom the throne is established but that Man is for the moment hid within the veil. He has gone to heaven and is hid behind the veil of providences. Providences are not an expression of God and it does not do to judge God by His providences. God hides behind His providences but He will come out yet in His throne. It has been said “[p. 452] Sit thou on my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool”. 

Now one word as to the effect. It brings in one important point, angels are put at the service of man. You see it in Hebrews 12, an innumerable company of angels and they are ministering spirits sent forth to minister. The point is that we are not to be governed by providences, we are in the faith of the Lord. The throne is good to faith. It is not simply a question of the moral government but that we get the good and very great gain from the kingdom which is established in the throne in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now a few points in connection with that: the Lord brings home to me the thought of throne, there is salvation in His name. I have believed in the Lord because I see that there is salvation in His name as the Philippian jailor did: “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved”. Salvation is connected with the thought of the Lord. When God brings forth the kingdom it will be salvation to the people. Meanwhile it is salvation in the name of the Lord. Where do you get it? “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised him from among the dead, thou shalt be saved”. You believe in Him for righteousness as an object of faith, and salvation in the confession of Christ as Lord which can only be by the Holy Spirit. It is the confession of Christ as Lord that brings in the power of salvation. He has become a reality to you and by that fact you come into salvation. You are not really afraid of anything, of man, death or any power of evil and that is by the Lord being a reality to you, so that you confess Him as Lord and come into salvation. Next you cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart, He is indispensable and so I cleave to the Lord, as in the beginning they did. He is your protector and tower, and wisdom to you: “The name of the Lord is a strong tower”. The next point is to rejoice in the Lord, and that continually increases, you rejoice more and more: “The Lord sitteth upon the flood” the Lord is above all and the Lord is at hand so you can let your yieldingness be known unto all men. A great thing to have your rejoicing in the Lord. All the reins are in His hand and His people are to cleave to Him. All the power that is in the Lord is at your disposal as with Paul. He was afflicted and persecuted but out of all the Lord delivered him. 

Next you look for His appearing, for the crown of righteousness will be given to you. Your righteousness will become manifest, that is the crown, every christian should look for the appearing of the Lord. I quite admit a christian getting under a cloud, but we should all look for the appearing of the Lord, which brings to you the crown. Would you not like your righteousness to become manifest? I should like it. Mind you I do not mean your righteous conduct but our righteousness in the sense of our relation to Christ and the Lord. What does it mean, my saying to people in the world I am righteous? 

Now one point more. That is that if you love the appearing of the Lord you will be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might and so be able to stand against the power and reality of evil in the world. Some people do not believe in the existence of the devil because they do not believe in the Lord. The more the Lord is a reality to us the more we are conscious of the power of evil. It is a great thing to stand in the present day. I see a great many things abroad — infidelity, superstition and other things, but they do not terrify me. We would not be really strong in the Lord unless we had on the whole armour of God, able to resist these things. 

I touch on these points so that we may be in accord with the moral government of God, the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous. The result will be you will not be troubled or fret yourself, but wait patiently for the Lord, because, remember, you get the gain of the throne. Salvation is connected with the Lord and you cleave to [p. 454] Him with purpose of heart and look for His appearing because you will get the crown of righteousness. If you love His appearing you will be strong in the Lord and take to yourself the whole armour of God. Things in the world are really ruled from heaven; wickedness is really ruled from heaven. They do not have their spring from earth but from the wickedness in the heavenly places and have their force upon earth. 


Scripture references

Psalms 34:1-22 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David; when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed.} I will bless Jehovah at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. [2] My soul shall make its boast in Jehovah: the meek shall hear, and rejoice. [3] Magnify Jehovah with me, and let us exalt his name together. [4] I sought Jehovah, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears. [5] They looked unto him, and were enlightened, and their faces were not confounded. [6] This afflicted one called, and Jehovah heard [him], and saved him out of all his troubles. [7] The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them. [8] Taste and see that Jehovah is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him! [9] Fear Jehovah, ye his saints; for there is no want to them that fear him. [10] The young lions are in need and suffer hunger; but they that seek Jehovah shall not want any good. [11] Come, ye sons, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of Jehovah. [12] What man is he that desireth life, [and] loveth days, that he may see good? …

Hebrews 1:1-14 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, [4] taking a place by so much better than the angels, as he inherits a name more excellent than they. [5] For to which of the angels said he ever, *Thou* art my Son: this day have *I* begotten thee? and again, *I* will be to him for father, and *he* shall be to me for son? [6] and again, when he brings in the firstborn into the habitable world, he says, And let all God's angels worship him. [7] And as to the angels he says, Who makes his angels spirits and his ministers a flame of fire; [8] but as to the Son, Thy throne, O God, [is] to the age of the age, and a sceptre of uprightness [is] the sceptre of thy kingdom. [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions. [10] And, *Thou* in the beginning, Lord, hast founded the earth, and works of thy hands are the heavens. [11] They shall perish, but *thou* continuest still; and they all shall grow old as a garment, [12] and as a covering shalt thou roll them up, and they shall be changed; but *thou* art the Same, and thy years shall not fail. …

Psalms 34 (JND) [1] {[A Psalm] of David; when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech, who drove him away, and he departed.} I will bless Jehovah at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. [2] My soul shall make its boast in Jehovah: the meek shall hear, and rejoice. [3] Magnify Jehovah with me, and let us exalt his name together. …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Hebrews 1 (JND) [1] God having spoken in many parts and in many ways formerly to the fathers in the prophets, [2] at the end of these days has spoken to us in [the person of the] Son, whom he has established heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; [3] who being [the] effulgence of his glory and [the] expression of his substance, and upholding all things by the word of his power, having made [by himself] the purification of sins, set himself down on the right hand of the greatness on high, …

Psalms 45 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. Of the sons of Korah. An instruction; a song of the Beloved.} My heart is welling forth [with] a good matter: I say what I have composed touching the king. My tongue is the pen of a ready writer. [2] Thou art fairer than the sons of men; grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. [3] Gird thy sword upon [thy] thigh, O mighty one, [in] thy majesty and thy splendour; …

Hebrews 12 (JND) [1] Let *us* also therefore, having so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, laying aside every weight, and sin which so easily entangles us, run with endurance the race that lies before us, [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] For consider well him who endured so great contradiction from sinners against himself, that ye be not weary, fainting in your minds. …



FROM MERCY TO GLORY

[p. 455] FROM MERCY TO GLORY

Romans 9: 1 - 33

The object of this chapter is to show that the dealings of God are morally all on one line. One thing is certain in the ways of God, and that is the fact of His effectual mercy. I do not know a better phrase, but whilst using it, I know that He will not invalidate responsibility. If there were not effectual mercy there would not be anything for God, for man of himself never answered to any testimony of God. If anything really depended upon man, and upon his answering to his responsibility, there would be nothing for God. The gospel is preached to every creature under heaven, and yet there is not a man that of himself answers to the gospel. Man in the flesh is in nature opposed to God; man would be a god to himself. They that are in the flesh cannot please God. But at the same time God is the judge, and He will not give up the principle of responsibility in the creature. The effect of that is that men will be judged for their works, responsibility must be maintained. Idolaters, fornicators, liars, whoremongers find their part in the lake of fire. 

In Romans 8 the point reached is that the elect of God are brought to light. That is the result of the light of grace having come into the world. In the third chapter we have what is called the ‘no difference principle’. God’s righteousness is towards all, whether Jew or gentile, and this is maintained so far as the testimony of God is presented. But it is also true that the testimony of God has brought into view the elect of God. The principle of effectual mercy is seen in those loving God, the called, according to His purpose. In chapter 9 the apostle shows that God has been working on the principle of effectual mercy since the time of Abraham and David, and will continue to do so to the end. If you [p. 456] go back to Abraham, he was called of God, and there was light from God there, but only Isaac was chosen, and the mercy of God was seen in connection with him. The two principles of light in the house and the exercise of the sovereignty of God thus came out. The promises were renewed to Isaac. Effectual mercy was shown in Jacob. God says in the prophets, “Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated”. There was light in Isaac’s house, but at the same time the principle of sovereignty of mercy just as God chose. He had given Isaac and He chose Jacob. In the wilderness there was light for the children of Israel. They had been brought out of Egypt, where, too, there had been in measure light for them. In regard of them it was that God announced the principle He would have mercy on whom He would have mercy. Isaac had the adoption and the covenants; light, government, the law were tried with them; they had every advantage, and yet it had to be shown that a mere remnant answered to the dealings of God. Jehovah secured His tenth. If anything had really depended on Israel, God would not have had anything, and yet all the time responsibility was there. The effectual mercy of God steps in and secures a remnant for Him. 

After this, you get in the chapter the power of His name, which is another principle. The scripture says with regard to Pharaoh: “For this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee my power; and that my name may be declared throughout all the earth”. God would make known the power of His name, and was willing, too, to show forth wrath. It is in this way that God will in result make known Himself in the sovereignty of His mercy on the one hand, and on the other in the display of His wrath, as we have in the last chapter of Isaiah, verses 19 - 21. The same thought comes out in the Revelation, where we are led on to see the complete disentanglement of good and evil; on the one hand, good finds its place with God, and evil its place in the lake of fire. These principles of responsibility, and [p. 457] sovereign mercy run throughout the whole of Scripture and are connected with the working out on the part of God of the disentanglement of good and evil, they are witness to the power of His name. You never need to fear looking any divine principle straight in the face, either God’s wrath or His mercy. 

I never expect to see a christian who has been brought into blessing by any works of his own. I should never myself have been a christian had it not been for the sovereign mercy of God. Christians are proof of the effectual mercy of God, who yet maintains responsibility, which entails wrath. He will give proof of the power of His name. We are the vessels of mercy prepared beforehand unto glory, but none can attempt to explain why He should have made us vessels of mercy, one can only say He has a perfect right to do as He pleases. But He cannot do evil on account of what He is Himself, nor on account of what may be man’s judgment of Him. 

I want now to come to the preparation for glory. We cannot understand this unless we know that we are subjects of the sovereign mercy of God. What I understand to be glory in man is the result of the formative power of God’s Spirit in him. As the apostle prays that the Ephesian saints might be strengthened according to the riches of God’s glory with might by His Spirit in the inner man. The Spirit will consolidate every fibre of the inner man. The inner man is evidently in contrast to the outer man. The work of the Spirit of God is to strengthen us in the inner man. It is by the knowledge of God that this is effected, and people are not much affected by doctrine; they may hear and enjoy it, but it is often not effectual in ministering to the inner man. 

But all will be powerfully affected by the knowledge of God. It is the Spirit of God only that affects a soul. Thus you get the constitution of the inner man built up. If you have children you seek to build up a good constitution in them, that you may see them healthy and strong, and the Spirit’s desire is to build up the constitution [p. 458] of the saints, to feed them with solid food. In that way we are built up in the inner man, and God takes great pains to this end. He assures us of His love; the Spirit witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. My child knows that I love it, it wants no other witness. 

There is, too, another point, namely, that God takes care of the manners of His own. As parents wish to see good manners in their children, so God will have suitable conduct to mark His own. Discipline proves that a child belongs to its parents, and with God the same thing is true, for if we are without chastisement we are not children. The object of the chastisement is that we may be conformed to God’s nature, thus bringing us more under the influence of His love, and that is our glory. The effect of this is confidence, the man that has been disciplined has confidence. “We glory in tribulations”, says the apostle, “knowing that tribulation worketh patience; and patience experience; and experience hope: and hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit”. It has been said that confidence is a plant of slow growth. Discipline breaks down the will that hinders our coming under the influence of God’s holy love, that we may be partakers of His nature. “Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God”. One that is unclean in spirit cannot for a moment have confidence in God, for confidence is begotten as we are really conformed to God, as we become partakers of His holiness. The fact is, that confidence is the effect of God’s work in us, and that is a great point to arrive at. 

Who can go much amiss that has confidence in God? I do not expect to find things easy in this world, the point I want to reach is, that of simple confidence in God, effected by His work in me, and to be conformed thus to His nature. I have spoken of being conformed to God’s nature, and of the confidence that flows from this. 

[p. 459] People sometimes think that confidence towards God is the fruit of faith; confidence is the fruit of love. There must indeed be faith, but we need all to ask our hearts the question, are they established in the love of God? That is what the love of God has in view. 

There is a further thought, that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith. That God will have a place here for His Son is certain, to my mind, and Christ will not be displaced when He has once secured a place in the heart. The result of this is that we are rooted and grounded in love, we gain another principle of intelligence, that we may travel in spirit over the heavenly country. That is what I understand by the expression, “the breadth, and length, and depth, and height”. It reminds us of Abraham being led throughout the extent of the land of promise; we survey it in all its extent, the range of divine purpose in Christ. 

Every promise of God has its end in Christ, and we are strengthened that we may survey the extent of divine purpose. Everything has failed in man, but all is recovered in Christ, and in this is involved the working out of the principles of good and evil. The object of all of which we have been speaking is that we may be filled unto all the fulness of God. If a man builds a house for himself he wants to fill it. Not only is there the design, the building itself, but it has to be filled; and here we are shown how God’s house will be filled. The love of Christ is to fill all things; the whole moral universe, for being the centre and the sun, He is going to fill all things. The sun is great enough to fill the solar system, and so in the heavenly universe Christ will fill all things. This love of Christ passeth knowledge, but every family will be brought under the influence of it, and now God will have Christ dwelling here by faith in the hearts of His people, that they may be established in the purposes of God. 

That is how God prepared us for glory. The glory of God is to fill the universe; it is to come out some day, 

[p. 460] and I want to come out with it. I am nothing now, and the longer I live the more I am content to be nothing, but await the time with patience when Christ will be everything. For the church comes down from God out of heaven, having the glory of God and her light like unto a stone most precious. So great and so glorious is the display that the saved nations walk in the light of it, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour unto it. Nothing enters into it that defiles. God corrects always in infinite wisdom and patience, with the object that we should be partakers of His holiness. You thus, in effect, get Christ dwelling in your hearts by faith, and thus arrive at a great expansion of intelligence, and with that power of intelligence you can enter into the deep things of God, and know that by which God will fill the moral universe. Nothing will be hid from the heat of it, Christ will be the source of the light, and the light will be reflected in the city. Every part of it reflects the light. If you place a diamond in a dark cellar, it does not give out any light, because it has none in itself, but when it is in the light it is brilliant by reflection; thus it is with the heavenly city. May God keep our hearts in the light of Christ. 


Scripture references

Romans 9:1-33 (JND) [1] I say [the] truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing witness with me in [the] Holy Spirit, [2] that I have great grief and uninterrupted pain in my heart, [3] for I have wished, I myself, to be a curse from the Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen, according to flesh; [4] who are Israelites; whose [is] the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the law-giving, and the service, and the promises; [5] whose [are] the fathers; and of whom, as according to flesh, [is] the Christ, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen. [6] Not however as though the word of God had failed; for not all [are] Israel which [are] of Israel; [7] nor because they are seed of Abraham [are] all children: but, In Isaac shall a seed be called to thee. [8] That is, [they that are] the children of the flesh, these [are] not the children of God; but the children of the promise are reckoned as seed. [9] For this word [is] of promise, According to this time I will come, and there shall be a son to Sarah. [10] And not only [that], but Rebecca having conceived by one, Isaac our father, [11] [the children] indeed being not yet born, or having done anything good or worthless (that the purpose of God according to election might abide, not of works, but of him that calls), [12] it was said to her, The greater shall serve the less: …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …



THE CHRIST

[p. 461] THE CHRIST

2 Samuel 10: 1 - 29

I only refer to this chapter to notice the combination of enemies that we find as against the throne of David. In that day the throne of David was the testimony of God in the world, and this brought about a concert of opposition on the part of kings and nations who probably had little in common save hatred to that which was established of God. It would not be difficult to go through Scripture and point out the constant resistance of man to any interference of God in the affairs of this world. And this resistance brings into accord people that otherwise have little in common. What I desire to show is how this is reproduced in the present day. There is nothing new under the sun, the thing that has been will be. It is well for us to understand this. 

Now what is evident in the present time is not only indifference to the truth, and there is plenty of that, but an opposition to what avows to be from God, coming out in the setting forward of what may be spoken of as a rival of it. Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light, and people are taken in by this. And in this opposition to the truth we see as allies minds that have little otherwise in common. We see genius, critical power, science, and philosophy all arrayed and acting in concert to produce something that may serve as a rival to the revelation of God. A leading scientific man talks of ‘the contemplation of the higher life which is possible for all, but attained by so few’. And again, he would ‘like to be remembered as one who did his best to help the people’. The man referred to was an avowed opponent of Scripture as a revelation from God. The question may be asked where he got his idea of a higher life from; one can only think from his own imagination, for it seems a perfect farce to talk of a higher life, that is, a life above [p. 462] the common level, without any kind of foundation in the revelation of God. I suppose that men would find a measure of difficulty in agreeing on what the higher life consisted in. And it is impossible for those who speak of it to completely divest their minds of ideas that have their birthplace in the revelation of God. 

Probably the existence of God would not be denied by such, but I am wholly at a loss to understand of what moral value the existence of God is to man, if God is not revealed. It is remarkable in the opposers of revelation what an absence there is of moral ideas. One hears little of such thoughts as righteousness, holiness, peace, etc., and this is not wonderful when, practically for them, there is no God; for such thoughts manifestly have reference to a God who is and is revealed. God is known as righteous and holy, and hence the ideas of righteousness and holiness in man come in. The “higher life” which is spoken of, is apart from any true or certain moral ideas, for it is without any real fixed standard of right and wrong, for this cannot possibly be without some light from God. No kind of agreement among cultured men could fix a permanent standard of right and wrong. Thus the absence of such simple ideas as righteousness and holiness in the thoughts of those who reject the idea of revelation, is readily explained. My point is to make manifest the utter hopelessness of man in regard of moral things apart from light from God. And to think that genius, or philosophic ideas, or scientific knowledge, is light from God, is a delusion, for in this, even according to man, there is too much uncertainty, and the life of those in whom these things are seen, is often morally defective enough, judged even by the standard which exists in the mind of man. 

Now in contrast to this sea of uncertainty into which the mind of man is plunged in following the leaders of thought in this world, the believer has, as a first principle, the thought of the mercy of God in which the day-spring from on high has visited this world of confusion and woe. 

[p. 463] And here we have the introduction of holiness and righteousness on a plane entirely foreign to the mind of man alienated from God. I imagine that it would be futile to look at the lives of philosophers who existed before and at the time of the introduction of christianity into the world, for any exemplification of moral principles such as are more or less familiar in the light of the truth. In Christ we see absolute fidelity in the maintenance of every divinely appointed relationship, whether it were to God, or to Israel, or to man, or to His own kindred after the flesh. And, in testimony, the rights of God were faithfully asserted. There was thus the establishment of the righteousness of God in Man down here in the place in which the rights of God had been set aside as the effect of sin having come in. And further, there was the accomplishment of righteousness for man, in the taking up of the liabilities under which man was by the righteous judgment of God, by One who, being divine, could impart living water to man, so that man might live by Him. Thus we get righteousness brought in on the part of God, so that His rights might stand, and that man’s conscience might have a true sense of the unalterable character of God. And we see, too, a holiness that could not be affected by contact with that which would have contaminated any other, a holiness that was of God and according to God. Such an one has been brought in to be the beginning, and sun, and centre of a world that will be filled with blessing. This seems to me a conception better than any aspiration of man, and one that is practical, for there is that in it by which the heart of any man may be rightly affected, while it gives its own proper place to God in relation to His creatures. 

We come thus to the one that is the Sun of righteousness, the Head and centre of the universe of bliss. And in Christ that universe is pledged, indeed it may be said to exist, though the time has not yet come for its display; we see not yet all things put under Christ, “But we see Jesus, ... crowned with glory and honour”. The importance of this is that all in this universe of God takes its character from the One who is its sun and centre, just as the solar universe is regulated by forces which have their centre in the sun. Hence, in the world to come the ruling principle will be righteousness, that which is evident in the One that is the centre. There will be the maintenance of fidelity in every appointed relationship, and all will thus be held together. I think that this will be an advance on the moral chaos which the cleverness of man will bring into this world on which man can act, and in which men are ill-advised enough to listen to man, whose breath is in his nostrils. I need hardly say that in such a state of things as I have touched on there will be little room for legislation, or necessity for judicial tribunals. And further, there will be holiness that will be according to God, for all will be pervaded by the Spirit of holiness. The unction is from the Holy One; He gives to all a character that is according to the nature of God, and is Himself the revelation of the God in whom all rests secure in blessing. It is of vital importance that we should apprehend the place that Christ has in relation to the world to come, so that all should take its character from Him, should be affected by the light and warmth that shine out in Him, and be held together by an influence that is centred in Him. 

Now in christianity we are in the light of Christ; Christ has shined upon us. “God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery, ... which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”. The one who is exalted above all heavens, that He may fill all things, is in the gentiles. The church in His body in which He lives here. And this is the witness in the present time. Hence the principle that should characterise saints in the world is unity. It is difficult fully to realise unity, save in the thought of the body. As to the nature of the unity, it lies in affections that have their source in the Spirit. It is remarkable that the only allusion to the Spirit in the [p. 465] epistle to the Colossians is in the expression, “love in the Spirit”. According to the prayer of the Lord in John 17, the oneness of the saints in the Father and the Son, that is in the Spirit, in separation from the world, was to be the witness to the world that the Father sent the Son. And with unity comes in another mark, and that is the absence of self-assertion, any claim to pre-eminence. The chief of all is the servant of all. We have thus in the bearing of saints towards one another a witness to Christ. He is seen in them, and this is the pledge of glory. And further, all that is characteristic of Christ is to be descriptive of the saints, sensibilities that belong to One that is of heaven and divine. Love the bond of perfectness, the bond divine, as it may be called, is to be put on; the peace of Christ, the arbiter of everything in the heart, is that to which we are called in one body, and the word of Christ is to dwell richly in saints in all wisdom. Thus there is to be a witness of Christ here in the new man that, after God, is created in righteousness and holiness of truth. All this is the result of the saints being knit together in love, and established in the full assurance of understanding to the clear knowledge of the mystery of God, in which are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. We see thus how christianity connects itself with that which is to be set forth in Christ. Christ is Himself the beginning, and the church is the continuation morally of Christ, and the climax is the rising of the Sun of righteousness above the horizon, beneath which He is hid from the gaze of the world, with healing in His wings. But it is not difficult for that which is to characterise the body to discern that which is to mark the world to come, when all will come under the influence of the Man on whom it is built. This appears to me to be the great answer which God gives to that which has come in by the sin of man and the power of Satan. Hence, nothing can be more important in the present time than that we should be here spiritually in the truth of the Christ, and maintaining separation [p. 466] in spirit from a christianised world, having the day star, the harbinger of day, risen in our hearts. May the Lord grant that it may be more so with His saints. 


Scripture references

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …



THE GRACE OF GOD AND HIS LOVE

[p. 467] THE GRACE OF GOD AND HIS LOVE

Titus 2: 11 - 15; Ephesians 1: 3 - 6

There are two sides to the gospel; there is the side connected with the grace of God, and there is the side connected with the love of God. There is the grace of God, which brings salvation to all men, as in Titus 2, and I do not doubt but that many a christian follows that line; but there is not a word in the passage about the purpose of God as to man. It is “the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men”, and it has its teaching in those who appreciate that grace, and the teaching is that “we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and Saviour ..”. But there is another line of things that God has revealed in Christ, namely, the counsel of His love, which is that we should be before Him as children according to His nature; and that is what comes to light in the child of promise. And if you apprehend the true Isaac, and the light of divine purpose in Him, then you learn that God has “chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love; having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself according to the good pleasure of his will”. 

Now, if the child of promise in that sense, and what is revealed in Him, should take possession of your heart, the practical effect will be that the flesh will not be tolerated, for it is nothing but a hindrance. The flesh will be continually clinging to this thing and to that thing down here, like certain creatures which cling so tenaciously to a rock that it is most difficult to remove them. The flesh clings as tenaciously as ever it can to the world and to what is seen, and that baffles and hinders [p. 468] many a christian, so that he enters to a very small extent into the light of God’s purpose about him. If it pleases God to give you the light of His counsel in the child of promise — and all the counsel of God is revealed in the child of promise, the true Isaac — then you will realise that Jerusalem above is free, which is our mother; we are all the children of promise; and then the flesh, Ishmael, is cast out, and we stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and are not entangled again with a yoke of bondage. That is the path marked out for the christian who gets the light of God’s purpose in Christ. 

Many christians are, alas! in bondage, and there are two reasons for this. The first is that they have but a very poor apprehension of the counsel of God’s love, and the other hangs upon this, that they tolerate to a large extent the flesh, and what they tolerate becomes their scourge; they find the flesh continually clinging to something natural; they perhaps give too much place to objects of natural affection, and that may hinder the soul and keep it in bondage. The contrast to this comes out here in type, Isaac is weaned, he is separated from the natural, and then it is that the counsel of God is revealed in him. And so, too, all God’s counsel in regard of us is revealed in Christ apart from the flesh, and God has given us the power by which that counsel can be effectuated in us, the well of water which springs up in us to eternal life, and as the well of water springs up, the rule of the flesh is refused. 

God has thus given to the believer a power that is superior to the flesh. You cannot get rid of the flesh by any effort of your own. If a man were to shut himself up in a monastery all his life, he could not get away from the flesh, nor really from the world. In a babe there is no image of the world yet formed; the principle of will is there, and as the child grows up and comes to years, the image of the world is formed in the heart, and it can never get rid of it. If a man shuts himself up [p. 469] from the world, he has got the image of the world in his heart, and can no more get free from it than from the flesh. No power can free you, nor anyone, from the flesh except the Spirit of God. He is the well of water in the believer that springs up unto eternal life. You are entitled to be free from the flesh, for God has condemned not only sin, but sin in the flesh, in order that He might impart the Spirit. And the practical benefit that you will gain will be a full entrance by the Spirit of God into God’s purpose concerning you, and you will not get it otherwise. 


Scripture references

Titus 2:11-15 (JND) [11] For the grace of God which carries with it salvation for all men has appeared, [12] teaching us that, having denied impiety and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, and justly, and piously in the present course of things, [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ; [14] who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all lawlessness, and purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works. [15] These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no one despise thee.

Ephesians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; [4] according as he has chosen us in him before [the] world's foundation, that we should be holy and blameless before him in love; [5] having marked us out beforehand for adoption through Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, [6] to [the] praise of [the] glory of his grace, wherein he has taken us into favour in the Beloved:

Titus 2 (JND) [1] But do *thou* speak the things that become sound teaching; [2] that the elder men be sober, grave, discreet, sound in faith, in love, in patience; [3] that the elder women in like manner be in deportment as becoming those who have to say to sacred things, not slanderers, not enslaved to much wine, teachers of what is right; …



THE CHRISTIAN'S ORIGIN AND RESOURCES

THE CHRISTIAN’S ORIGIN AND RESOURCES

1 Corinthians 1: 26 - 31

There are two things I wish to bring under notice in this passage — the first is, “of him are ye in Christ Jesus”, and the second, “who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption”. We see from the earlier part of the chapter that God’s calling puts no sanction on the great things of this world — the things in which man has his glory — these will never be sanctioned by God. Glory all belongs to God, and He will conform man to His glory. 

When the Son of God was born into the world He was laid in a manger because there was no room for Him in the inn. The Son of God had no place in the system of this world. The slave will find in Scripture guidance, and so too, the wife, husband, and child, but the man of the world will find none. He will find the world exposed. The great things of this world all fell before the testimony of God. Philosophy, judaism, idolatry, etc., these were brought to naught, because the testimony of God brought in the light of God. Idolatry never satisfied the conscience of man; what he needed was the light of God, and then in his eyes the systems of the world fell, and they would never have reared their heads again if the testimony had not been corrupted. Paul detected the danger of this corruption in his day, and uttered his warnings against it. Satan was announced as transforming himself into an angel of light. Thus, the powers of evil that had been set aside, found a new home. It is not difficult to find judaism, idolatry, and philosophy in professing christianity, and to see how the testimony of God has thus been corrupted. 

But to return to our passage. We have this simple statement, “of him are ye in Christ Jesus”, which [p. 471] indicates the origin of christians and the stock from which they are derived. The Spirit of God is in christians as living water from Christ, and it can be said of them, “they are of God”. Their moral being is derived direct from God. That is the difference between natural birth and spiritual birth. Life in a natural sense is the effect of the operation of certain laws by God’s appointment. The spiritual being is derived direct from God. One born again is born of the Spirit of God. Every christian derives his moral being direct from God. In having the living water you have that which Christ alone can give. You are born again, as in John 3, and as in John 4 you have the gift of God, that is the living water. It is as having received the living water from Christ that we never thirst again — we are in Him — now we can say we are of God in Christ Jesus. That is the state of the christian. You are not in Adam, but in Christ, who is made unto us wisdom from God, the object being that we should glory in God. Wisdom and righteousness are intimately connected in Scripture. In Proverbs 8 wisdom is personified. Wisdom says, “I (wisdom) lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment”. Righteousness and the paths of judgment lead to enduring substance for man. Many men acquire substance in the form of riches, in this world, but that is all perishable, and one will have to leave it. You cannot get durable riches in this world — everything degenerates. 

I desire now to give you an idea as to wisdom. One great point is that wisdom finds a way. It is so even in this world. A man of wisdom is a man of resource. Difficulties and perplexities come along, but that man is not entirely shut up. He finds a way. So Christ is the wisdom of God; He makes a way; He leads in the way, and the man who apprehends Christ apprehends that there is a way, and that is the way of righteousness. Man as such is become like a dead fish in the stream. He goes along with the current of the world. The worldly man has no way. Chapter 7 of Luke supplies an illustration of wisdom. Jesus says, “Wisdom is justified of all her children”. Christ was Himself wisdom. In the passage in question you see a child of wisdom, and she finds a way. Simon did not see that Christ was wisdom, and hence his mind was involved in perplexity. He began by thinking that Christ was possibly a prophet, and invited Him into his house, but the way the Lord acted and spoke puzzled him. He did not apprehend that Christ was wisdom. Nothing blinds a man so much as self-confidence. A man trusts his own judgment and does not seek for wisdom from above. 

The woman of the city, though foolish enough in this world, found a way. She was led in the way of righteousness, and where do you think that way led to? It led to Christ. Her sense of Christ was that He brought God near. She evidently had that idea in connection with the Lord. The murderers said, “Who can forgive sins, but God only?” but God was there. He was the creditor. The Pharisee did not comprehend the Lord’s parable, and therefore was left in the dark. The sinner found a way. Christ was her wisdom, and gave her a path. He was her righteousness, and she was attached to Him. Christ is wisdom to us. Had it not been for Christ we should have been left in utter darkness. Men may attempt to give you light in the way of scientific investigation, but they cannot lead you to the final conclusion of investigation, nor will the investigation bring to you the light of God. If men give up the revelation from God, what are they going to put in its place? They do not pretend to have come to the end of all knowledge nor that they have arrived at the secret and spring of everything. I admit men’s ability and diligence, but they have no way. Christ is made unto us wisdom from God. If I am attracted to Christ, He is my righteousness in the presence of God. I have a way that leads to God. He is the sun of the moral universe. If there is a physical universe there is a moral universe, and of that He is the sun that will rise with healing in His [p. 473] wings. 

Christ is not only wisdom and righteousness, but He is sanctification. The passage does not set forth what Christ does, but what He is. He is wisdom and righteousness, and He is, too, sanctification. If we comprehend Christ in the relation in which it has pleased God to set Him to us, He is sanctification to us. The secret of holiness lies in the knowledge of God; the secret of sanctification is in the knowledge of Christ and of the relation in which it has pleased God to set Him to us down here. He is the Minister of the sanctuary — the first-born among many brethren. We get Christ thus as the principle of sanctification. Ruth illustrates this very well. Naomi had two daughters-in-law. The one, Orpah, kissed her mother-in-law and left her; the other, Ruth, clave unto her. I see sanctification in the one, but not in the other. Orpah returned to her own idolatrous people. Ruth’s thought was that Naomi’s people should be her people, and Naomi’s God her God. That meant to Ruth that she was separated from the abominations of her own people. She was sanctified. And if we are determined in the same way to cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart, we shall find ourselves in contact with the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I am more and more convinced that attachment to Christ is the true secret of sanctification. The Lord Himself says, “For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth”. He sets Himself apart from all that belongs to Him for the moment, that we might be sanctified. The Sanctifier and the sanctified are all of one, for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren. It is the like of you and me that He calls brethren. Are we attached to Him as He is to us? Are we close to His trusted side? There is nothing delights me more in Scripture than to see in John 20 the pleasure of Christ, and His readiness to be found in company with His disciples. His attachment [p. 474] to them in resurrection remained all that it had been before. He says, “Go to my brethren and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father and your Father”. The value of coming into the assembly is that we see the Lord. He makes us conscious that He is in the midst. 

There is one and only one principle of sanctification, and that is attachment to the Sanctifier, and you will be practically set apart then from all that is in the world. We shall be apart from the vessels to dishonour. 

The last point is that He is redemption to us. He is not simply our redeemer. Compare John 11, Jesus says, “I am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live”. His coming out as the resurrection and the life will have its full effect. Exactly the same thing is true in redemption. When He comes there will be the redemption of those that believe in Him. Redemption lies in His Person. All power and energy of life are in Him. If we die we shall rise again. Redemption with regard to us means complete conformity to Himself. He has acquired the right to our bodies, and that right will be made good when He comes. 

It is very important that Christ should completely fill our vision. You must not only take into account all that Christ has done, and does, but what He is, and is made unto us wisdom from God, righteousness, sanctification and redemption. 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:26-31 (JND) [26] For consider your calling, brethren, that [there are] not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born. [27] But God has chosen the foolish things of the world, that he may put to shame the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the world, that he may put to shame the strong things; [28] and the ignoble things of the world, and the despised, has God chosen, [and] things that are not, that he may annul the things that are; [29] so that no flesh should boast before God. [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption; [31] that according as it is written, He that boasts, let him boast in [the] Lord.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 4 (JND) [1] When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus makes and baptises more disciples than John [2] (however, Jesus himself did not baptise, but his disciples), [3] he left Judaea and went away again unto Galilee. …

Proverbs 8 (JND) [1] Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding give forth her voice? [2] On the top of high places by the way, at the cross-paths she taketh her stand. [3] Beside the gates, at the entry of the city, at the coming in at the doors, she crieth aloud. …

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …



CHRIST ABSENT, THE COMFORTER PRESENT

[p. 475] CHRIST ABSENT, THE COMFORTER PRESENT

John 14: 1 - 31

In taking up this part of the gospel we have to look at it in respect of those to whom the words were immediately spoken, but it is important not to limit our thoughts to those only, but to see how they apply to us. We want to find their bearing as regards us; it is plain that the things spoken of were not for the apostles only, but of a permanent character. For instance, the presence of the Comforter was not for them only, but surely for us. 

There is a primary reference to the disciples, but the principles apply equally to us, because we are left here in the absence of Christ. Christianity is, as it were, based upon two things: the absence of Christ and the presence of the Comforter, and these were the things that were announced to the disciples first in these chapters. Christ announces to them, “I go”, and that the Comforter was coming and He “abides”. 

The Comforter is here in Person, He is not merely an influence, and if Christ is absent, it is just as equally true that the Comforter is present. Chapter 13 shows our weakness, but chapter 14 shows our strength. The apostle could say, “When I am weak, then am I strong”; it is a paradox, and yet every christian quite understands the meaning of it. The Lord does not hide either the one or the other; in chapter 13 He shows out their weakness, and in chapter 14 the elements of their strength and the same elements of strength belong to us, and they have been proved for nearly two thousand years. 

They are elements of positive strength to God’s people, so that though weak we are strong. So the apostle says to Timothy, “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus”. With regard to the change seen in the beginning of chapter 13, everything combined for a great change, and it has much to do with the “weakness”. 

[p. 476] The chief priests and Judas and the devil all come together, you get a fearful combination of evil in connection with one man, but it was the devil who put it into Judas’s heart to betray. But then at the close of the chapter you get the Son of man to be glorified in Himself — so if you see the elements of evil, you see also the elements of good. 

All the counsels of God are goodness; the Son of man was to be glorified in God. In regard of the disciples, the case was that they were to be left in a defiling world, and their fidelity to Christ and to one another was tested; that showed their weakness — they were to wash one another’s feet, that brings out their weakness. We are weak by our susceptibility to be influenced by the world, and many of us would own how poorly we carry out the obligation to wash one another’s feet, and that shows our weakness. 

Now what are the elements of our strength in chapter 14? The first element of strength to us is faith in Christ, we must remember that that was spoken to a little company that Christ Himself had gathered; He had chosen them, and not they Him, and He was about to leave them. He had been content with their company here below — it might have been dull company perhaps, but He was content with it, for it was the company that He chose. How blessed! He was content with them, He knew them perfectly, for He knew all that was in man; but the Lord had had pleasure and delight in their company; and now He was going to leave them, but He was going to continue to think of them. He was not going to forget them, “that where I am, there ye may be also”. The Lord has chosen us, He has pleasure in our company: so that the first element of our strength is faith in Him — that He has chosen us and has pleasure in us. 

Most of us have no such great store of this world’s riches, and it is better that you should have no place here, that thus your attention may be more turned to the [p. 477] place He has for you above. The second element of our strength is our appreciation of Christ; a divinely given appreciation of Christ: it must be divinely given, because the natural man does not receive the things of God. So if the first element of strength to us is faith in the fidelity of Christ to us in His absence on high, the second element is appreciation of Christ; He was going away, hence they were to have faith in His fidelity to them. But it is only by your appreciation of Christ that you can approach the Father. The Father was seen and known in the Son, by Him we have access to the Father, by appreciation of Christ it is that we get to the Father, He is the way, and no man comes to the Father but by Him. The true measure of a saint in the eye of God is according to the saint’s appreciation of Christ, and in the very proportion of our appreciation of Christ is our access to the Father, and it is a great element of strength to us. Now the next point is in verse 15; the presence of the Comforter is another great element of strength to us — the Comforter has come. 

There are two great things for the christian connected with the presence of the Comforter — first, that by Him we live in Christ, and, secondly, that by Him Christ has His expression in christians. Stephen was just about to die, he had incurred the hatred of the Jews, and he could see what was before him from them, but he saw Jesus in glory, and he lived because Christ lived, he knew his life in this scene was but for a moment, he says, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”. My life in this scene is not really now my life — as the apostle could say, “The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God”. I live because Christ lives, so it was with Stephen, he saw Jesus, and we too see Him by the Spirit, and we live because He lives. He was going up on high, and He intended to be present here in word and work in His own, just as “the Father”, He could say, “that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works”. Christ is here now characteristically; He comes out in His people in word and work. “To me to live is Christ”, the apostle said, and the great point for us to bear in mind is that Christ should have expression in His own in word and work. You may have to pursue your business, or go on looking after your family matters, but you are left here as a vessel in which Christ is to be expressed, and this can be, and can only be, by the presence of the Comforter. “At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you”. 

Now the next point of strength is that Christ will manifest Himself to them, but this is conditional, you must keep His commandment, and Christ is the great commandment for His people; you must have Christ before you, you cannot do your own will if you have Christ before you, and then He can manifest Himself to you, so we see in many instances in the New Testament, as when the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord, so also when they went fishing, and the Lord came to them and said, “Cast the net on the right side”. So also did He manifest Himself to the two going to Emmaus, when He was known to them in the breaking of bread. It tallies with the thought that has been given out in connection with “gift” that it is some divinely given impression of Christ — so is this manifestation to the one who loves and keeps His commandment. Now we get another element of strength in verse 23. The Father and the Son make their abode with the one who keeps the word of Christ. The thought in keeping the word of Christ is the separation in heart and spirit from the world, whereas in keeping the commandment of Christ it is separation from all that is of the flesh. The Father and Son abiding in you involves complete separation from all that is of the world, because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life, is not of the Father but is of the world. Connected with this is the thought of the Father’s love, whereas with regard to Christ it is the salvation which is in Christ Jesus, and thus the two make their continuance [p. 479] with us; wonderful elements of strength, surely, though we be perfect weakness in ourselves. 

    Such are our wonderful elements of strength: — 
	Faith in Christ’s fidelity to us.

	Appreciation of Christ and thus access to the Father. 

	The presence of the Comforter. 

	The manifestation of Christ. 

	The Father and Son make their abode with us. We have to do violence to the flesh and to our own will, but we get these elements of strength, and they are available to us. 




Scripture references

John 14:1-31 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. [4] And ye know where I go, and ye know the way. [5] Thomas says to him, Lord, we know not where thou goest, and how can we know the way? [6] Jesus says to him, I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father unless by me. [7] If ye had known me, ye would have known also my Father, and henceforth ye know him and have seen him. [8] Philip says to him, Lord, shew us the Father and it suffices us. [9] Jesus says to him, Am I so long a time with you, and thou hast not known me, Philip? He that has seen me has seen the Father; and how sayest thou, Shew us the Father? [10] Believest thou not that I [am] in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words which I speak to you I do not speak from myself; but the Father who abides in me, he does the works. [11] Believe *me* that I [am] in the Father and the Father in me; but if not, believe me for the works' sake themselves. [12] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that believes on me, the works which I do shall he do also, and he shall do greater than these, because I go to the Father. …



THE ROOT AND OFFSPRING OF DAVID

[p. 480] THE ROOT AND OFFSPRING OF DAVID

Revelation 22: 16, 17

It is important to see the light in which Jesus presents Himself in this passage. It contains His last words to us, spoken when in heaven. He speaks of what He is, and not of what He was, “I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star;” nothing can be more important than to have Jesus before us as a living Person in heaven, as Peter says, “Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him”. When He says, “I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star”, it is to attract our hearts. There are many men in the world who are attractive, and who draw attention, some in one way and some in another; but here we get the attraction of Jesus. Remember He is coming; if He stayed in heaven men would not care, but He is coming, and that in response to a call; “The Spirit and the bride say, Come”, and it is because they say “Come” that He comes. This is wonderful language, “I am the root ... of David”. If it were only the offspring, Solomon might have been that, but here is the root of David. A root is the spring or source. Things in the world spring from a root, but Christ says, “I am the root ... of David”. It might indeed be said with equal truth that He was the root of Abraham, “Before Abraham was I am”. He was the root of every saint we read of in Hebrews 11. There we get many different saints, but each drew from the root. Abel was an offerer; Enoch was a walker, he walked with God; Noah was a preacher and a builder; Abraham was a pilgrim and stranger; Moses was a deliverer; David was a shepherd and warrior, he fed God’s people and fought against God’s enemies; all these drew from the root; whatever was of value in any [p. 481] of them came from the root. So Jesus could say, “I am the root ... of David”. He is the root of all that is agreeable to God. Whether it be faith or endurance or courage, or anything that characterised the saints — all came from the root. It may be said that Jesus had not yet come, nevertheless it was His Spirit that acted in each saint. 

But He is also the offspring of David, and that brings in the thought of the kingdom, because the kingdom was to be established in the Son of David; He is God’s King. Two things marked David as a king; he was a pastor of the sheep, and he exposed himself to danger on their behalf. He it was who went against Goliath and slew him. He exposed himself, and he fed the sheep, and had the kingdom. Jesus is the Offspring of David; He is the blessed Root of all that is according to God, and the One who is to take the kingdom, and He will reign for ever and ever. It is important to think of Him as coming to take the kingdom, and it will not pass out of His hand. 

But more, He is the bright and morning Star. In the Old Testament He is spoken of prophetically as the Sun of righteousness ... “Shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings”. No one can doubt the reference to Jesus. He is the Sun of the whole moral system. The system of this world is all in confusion, but there is a moral system which at present is hidden; but God will put aside the veil of providence, and will make Himself known in a universe of bliss; the Sun of righteousness will rise with healing in His wings. The morning Star is the herald of the day when the Sun of righteousness will arise. When the sun has risen the day has come, but before then the morning star is seen as the herald of the day. Jesus is the Bridegroom who will take up everything for God. God has rights, the earth belongs to Him and all that dwell therein; Israel is His people, and Christ will take up all for God, and that is all bound up with the rising of the Sun of righteousness. 

[p. 482] But we have the herald of the day, the bright and morning Star. The secret lies in the name of Jesus, “I Jesus”. He is in heaven, and yet He speaks to us on earth, and we have the light of Him in heaven. We see the brightness of the morning Star in Jesus. He has accomplished righteousness and is therefore the Sun of righteousness. We could not stand before God if He had not done that. He has taken up all that lay upon man, and in the cross accomplished righteousness, and now His bright light shines upon us. We could not have borne the true light if God had not already set us in relation to the Sun of righteousness. We are in the light of His death, and He will arise with healing in His wings, and the morning Star is the herald to us of that day. Men are in need of healing; they are evil and corrupted, and there is healing for them because Christ has accomplished righteousness in His death. 

Jesus is the Root of all that is for God, but He works everything in man by His Spirit, He bore all that was due to man that He might give us living water. Fruit is the evidence of life and health, and Christ gives the Spirit that we may bring forth fruit; He accomplished righteousness to that end, and in Galatians we find what are the fruits of the Spirit, they are brought forth in us if we are rooted in Christ, otherwise there is no fruit; there may be works, but not life or fruits. If we have living water from Christ, knowing that He has accomplished righteousness that we might have it, then we can say to Him, Come! Christ presents all His attractions to us to woo our hearts — how do we answer? We say, Come! He is coming to dispel the darkness, to establish the kingdom, to bring in the light of God, so that there may be fruit for God. Are we saying, Come? Things in this world are disappointing enough: we brought nothing into this world and can carry nothing out; a man cannot carry his riches or glory or reputation with him, he goes into a scene where they have no place, where he will stand before God naked. But Christ can give us of [p. 483] His Spirit; we can ask for and get living water, and then we say, Come! He appeals to us, “I am the bright and morning star”, and we appeal to Him, we say, Come! When He comes all will be blessing; He comes as the Sun of righteousness, and men will be blessed in Him. 

There is another appeal: Jesus says, “Let him that is athirst come”. Is there anyone not satisfied? The best things of this world are only husks, they do not contain real food. Man needs to be satisfied with divine goodness; Christ is bread out of heaven, and so He says to any one who is not satisfied, “Let him come”. There is no man in the world to whom Jesus does not appeal; He gave Himself a ransom for all, and therefore He has the right to appeal to every man, whoever he may be, “Let him take the water of life freely”. Whoever will may come and drink of living water without money and without price. 

There is no living to God unless a man has drunk of living water, unless Jesus has satisfied the heart. There is no more wonderful word than “the bread of God out of heaven”. If Christ had not come we should not have known the goodness of God; Christ gives living water, He is bread out of heaven, in Him are unsearchable riches. He gives us the Spirit that we may live in the presence of divine love. There is no other place where a christian can really now live except in the light of the love of God revealed in His beloved Son. 


Scripture references

Revelation 22:16-17 (JND) [16] *I* Jesus have sent mine angel to testify these things to you in the assemblies. *I* am the root and offspring of David, the bright [and] morning star. [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …



FRUIT-BEARING

[p. 484] FRUIT-BEARING

John 15: 1 - 17

We see from this passage that we as believers have to bring forth fruit to God here on earth. He expects us to bear fruit, for it is that to which, if I may say so, God is fully entitled. We expect from a tree that it should bear fruit, and if fruit is there it is the proof that the tree is in good condition. 

In the old covenant, Israel had this place on earth towards God. As a result of the blessings and the privileges with which God had favoured them, they should have borne fruit to Him and He was certainly entitled to expect fruit, but His earthly people did not glorify Him. 

The Lord came, as we know, and looked for fruit from Israel, but nothing remained for Him except to curse the fruitless fig-tree. “Let there be never more fruit of thee for ever”. Israel according to the flesh has not borne fruit for God, and from the words of the Lord mentioned before, we see that the flesh is not at all able to do this, but in spite of this Israel will bear fruit for God in the future in association with Christ. 

If it is a question of fruit-bearing, two things are necessary in the first place, namely, light and rain. The earth brings forth fruit because it moves in the light of the sun and receives rain from heaven. So it was with Israel, and so it is with us. Israel was called to enjoy the light and the blessing of God, to bring forth fruit for Him and to glorify Him, and so also should we bear fruit for God. Without the light of our Sun and rain from heaven, we could bear no fruit for God, and who is our Sun if not the Sun of righteousness, the Son of God? Then the rain is the gracious service of Christ for our souls. It is only then if we stand in the light of the sun, that is the Son of God, and nourish ourselves on [p. 485] Him as the living bread that we bear fruit for God. 

The Son of God Himself is our Sun. He came down out of heaven to effect redemption for us. All had come under the power of the law, all had died, but He has given Himself as a ransom for all; and, after He had completed the work of redemption, He went back to heaven. But He did not go back to heaven as He came out of heaven. He has gone back there as Man and we stand through faith in the light of Christ as the Sun of righteousness. But then we enjoy the rain from heaven, that is, the supply of the grace of Christ, and we are in this way capacitated to bear fruit for God. 

If we look at the two previous chapters, we find that in a certain way they prepare the way for that which is unfolded in our chapter. Feet-washing precedes fruit-bearing. It is only when we correspond with the thoughts of God in our relations with one another that we can bear fruit for God. We see in chapter 13 that the Lord lays upon His own the responsibility to wash one another’s feet. He said “If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet; for I have given you an example that, as I have done to you, ye should do also”. It is a question therefore here of our obligation towards one another as saints. We should not forget that refreshment is included in the thought of feet-washing. We are obligated to refresh one another and how could we do this otherwise than by presenting Christ in our contact with one another? In this way we serve one another and any defilements that we have contracted on our way through this world will be removed. Each one is responsible to serve his brother with a view to blessing and refreshment, so that through feet-washing what is of Christ is set out amongst us. When the Lord washed the feet of the disciples, it soon became apparent who among them was committed to Him. The christian circle, if I may say so, came to light when the traitor was exposed. Through feet-washing, 

[p. 486] those whose hearts do not beat for Christ become apparent; for they soon prove that in reality they are not interested in such a service. They do not need to be refreshed by someone approaching them with the grace of Christ, because their hearts are too much taken up with the things of the world. But on the other hand, this service finds a joyful response in each one whose heart is devoted to Christ. 

I would like now to remark in passing how the hour of the deepest darkness precedes the most glorious day. We read here that when Judas has received the morsel he went out immediately and that it was night. It was indeed the darkest hour of the life of the Lord here below, but the brightest day follows the darkest hour. “When therefore he was gone out Jesus says, Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God also shall glorify him in himself, and shall glorify him immediately”. The Son of man has glorified God; the glory of God is secured in Him, and as to His present place He is glorified in God. The moment approaches when He will be publicly glorified, but at the present time He is hidden in God and the Holy Spirit has come down to bring us the report of His being glorified in God and to bear witness of this here below through His saints. 

The darkest hour is still to come for the world. I refer to that period of time in the history of the world which will be characterised by the fact that the woman (Babylon) sits on the beast (Revelation 17). The harlot represents the great popish system and the beast is the Roman Empire. What follows now after this dark hour? The marriage of the Lamb. The dark hour of the ascendancy of Babylon precedes the brilliant morning of the revelation of the glory of Christ and of the assembly. 

Another word in this connection on chapter 14. We have seen that Christ is now glorified in God and this chapter sets the blessed consequences of that before our eyes. The Lord says, “I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever, the Spirit of truth ..”. and so on. The bright day in which we are now living began with the coming of the Comforter. The Sun of righteousness was in heaven and the Holy Spirit, that “other Comforter”, had come to abide with us for ever. All this prepares the way, as before remarked, for that of which chapter 15 treats. 

Until the Lord Jesus came there could really be no fruit for God. He was the Vine, the source, out of which fruit should come; but it does not exactly correspond with the truth if one says He bore fruit to God here below. The fruit is borne by the branches, as the Lord said to His disciples, “Ye are the branches”, and again “I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and that ye should bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide”. 

“I am the true vine”. Fruit must proceed from Christ Himself, as we also read, “From me is thy fruit found”, Hosea 14: 8. Christ came to bring us life, and fruit demonstrates the presence of life and of healthiness. The christian then is in a healthy condition if he moves in the light of Jesus as the Sun of righteousness and if his soul drinks of the streams that are poured out of heaven. 

Not only do we see in Christ the source from which fruit for God comes, but we can also see in Him the true character of that which is good and pleasing in the sight of God. Everything in Him stood in complete contrast to that which was in men. Love was there, which went out to all, to His Father, as well as to the disciples and to those in need; He knew also how to draw joy out of deep wells, and peace always accompanied His path. It is true that He engaged in conflict against the whole power of the evil one, but within all was peace. Then we see patience, kindness, graciousness and indeed many other blessed features. Now all this may serve to give us [p. 488] a conception of what real fruit-bearing is (Galatians 5: 22). 

It is this that in a believer is pleasing in the eyes of God, what He may expect to see in us; and “in this”, said the Lord, “is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine”. 

Our chapter teaches us in addition the way in which we are capacitated to bear fruit for God. Before everything, we abide in Christ. The earth never gets out of the light of the sun, and because it enjoys the light and the warmth of the sun in the first place it is able to bring forth fruit. Now God has called us out of darkness into His marvellous light. There is no doubt that there are sleeping christians, that is, those who have come under the influences of the world, but the Lord’s word is suited for them, “Wake up, thou that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee” Ephesians 5: 14. That is what every sleeping christian needs, namely, to come into the light of Christ and to move in the shining of the Sun of righteousness. Christ is coming and we should stand in the light of His appearing, and as to the manner He will shine forth as Sun of righteousness; “He is as a bridegroom going forth from his chamber; he rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race” Psalm 19: 5. 

Then in the second place we are capacitated to bear fruit by His words abiding in us (verse 7). Through the words of the Lord we are both formed and led. The words of the Lord Jesus Christ are sound words (1 Timothy 6: 3) and suited to bring about that healthy condition of soul with us, which, as we have seen, lies at the foundation of fruit-bearing. It is necessary that His words abide in us; for by them we shall be brought above all to wish and to pray for what is from Him and for Him. “If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you”. 

The genuine christian is characterised by freshness and energy, and besides that we find with him love, and those other qualities which in full measure shine out in the [p. 489] Lord. We should do well to ponder over this word of the Lord, “In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit”. It is a word of very great significance for us. The Lord expects fruit from those who are His disciples. 

Let us not forget our responsibility with regard to feet-washing. Through the exercise of this service genuine christians come to light. Let us think also how the darkest night precedes the brightest day; Christ has been glorified and the Comforter has come to keep our souls in the light of heaven and of the glorification of Christ. It is said of Paul that he saw a light from heaven which was above the brightness of the sun, and as we know he continued in the shining of that light. Also we have the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, with us, who keeps us in the light of the Sun of righteousness, and as we enjoy the supply of the grace of Christ, the rain from heaven, we abide in Him, whilst His words, through which we are formed according to His thoughts, abide in us. 


Scripture references

John 15:1-17 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. [4] Abide in me and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abide in the vine, thus neither [can] ye unless ye abide in me. [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing. [6] Unless any one abide in me he is cast out as the branch, and is dried up; and they gather them and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine. [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. …

Revelation 17 (JND) [1] And one of the seven angels, which had the seven bowls, came and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the sentence of the great harlot who sits upon the many waters; [2] with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication; and they that dwell on the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. [3] And he carried me away in spirit to a desert; and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. …

Hosea 14:8 (JND) [8] Ephraim [shall say], What have I to do any more with idols? (I answer [him], and I will observe him.) I am like a green fir-tree. From me is thy fruit found.

Galatians 5:22 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity,

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.

Psalms 19:5 (JND) [5] And he is as a bridegroom going forth from his chamber; he rejoiceth as a strong man to run the race.

1 Timothy 6:3 (JND) [3] If any one teach differently, and do not accede to sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the teaching which [is] according to piety,



THE GOOD SAMARITAN

[p. 490] THE GOOD SAMARITAN

Luke 10: 17 - 37

This parable presents to us the Lord Jesus Christ as man’s neighbour. If we think of Him now, our thoughts direct themselves to the place that He has taken in heaven, and it will perhaps often appear to us as if He is at a great distance from us, but although He is for the moment hidden in heaven nevertheless He stands in a certain relation to every man on the earth. 

The parable points equally to the going away as also to the coming again of the Lord Jesus Christ, but it is important to understand that He also has to do with men in the meantime. He is the Head of every man, and although men may little concern themselves about Him now, since according to appearance He is at such a distance from them, nevertheless this fact is not altered. Not only does Christ stand in relation to every man, not only has He a word to direct to every one, but He is also the test for all. A man may be an outspoken unbeliever, but he cannot alter the fact that Christ remains a test for his conscience. Our parable sets forth Christ as man’s neighbour, but from His answer to the lawyer we see at the same time that He is the real test for men. 

The Lord has in grace become man’s neighbour. He is the neighbour of the one who needs Him; and who, may I ask, does not need a neighbour? But apart from that He has a right to everyone, for He has given Himself as a ransom for all and therefore everyone should turn to Him. Many men turn their back on Christ, but He does not cease to be on that account the test for them (Matthew 22: 42). 

When we carefully consider this chapter, we see in a certain sense one world disappear whilst another, and that indeed a new one, appears. It is important for us believers to distinguish between these two worlds. The [p. 491] world, as it is, is the scene of the glory of men and of the activity of Satan, but this system which man at a distance from God has built up must sooner or later make room for that world which stands in connection with Christ. The apostle had this new world before him when he says in Hebrews 2 “For he has not subjected to angels the habitable world which is to come, of which we speak”. And again “Thou has subjected all things under his feet”. 

In verse 13 the Lord pronounces a “Woe to thee” over Chorazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum, cities in which most of His works of power had taken place. Then He says in verse 18, “I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven”. This has not all taken place actually, but I refer to the passages to show how we see here in a certain sense the one world disappear. Judgment has not yet come in and Satan has yet his place in heaven, but the moment of the overthrow of Satan was already present in the thoughts of the Lord. 

The activity of Satan comes into evidence throughout the world. The believer knows that idolatry, superstition, infidelity and all other evil influences to which men fall a prey are the sorrowful fruits of his activity. These are the serpents and scorpions of which the Lord speaks here, poisoning influences which work in a deadening way on the minds of men so that they become quite blunted and unimpressionable in relation to God. But the present evil age will come to an end after Satan has been cast out of heaven. (Revelation 12: 8, 9). The Lord pictured this moment to Himself when He said, “I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven”. 

With the end of the present age, that will also disappear of which the priest and the levite are representatives in our passage, namely worldly religion, the basis of which is officialdom. Grace, which is presented to us in the good Samaritan, needs no office, and office without grace is an absurdity. Those who occupy a religious office without having experienced the grace of God affecting [p. 492] their hearts are blind leaders of the blind (Matthew 15: 14). They belong to the present age, but have no place in the world to come. The priest and the levite went by on the opposite side; that is to say, they disappear off the horizon. All these things which play such an important part in the present age must be looked at in the light of the coming age or the world to come, and not till then will they find their right value in our eyes. Abraham learned to judge the things of this world in this way and was a pilgrim and stranger below, and so also David and many others looked on to the world to come. 

This world to come, or the coming age, is as we have seen subjected under the feet of the Son of man. We find an indication of this already in our chapter. The Lord says “All things have been delivered to me by my Father”. When we think of Christ, we should also think of a world which stands in connection with Him, indeed which is subjected to Him. We as believers do not view things as men of this world view them. It is clear to us that the present course of things must make way for the coming age, and so we see now already in principle in the Spirit the one world disappear whilst the other comes into view. The Lord has broken the power of Satan and the moment is approaching when he will actually be cast out of heaven. All this was before the eyes of the Lord when He uttered the words of our chapter. 

“All things have been delivered to me by my Father”. Let us consider the words “all things”. They do not refer to the world as it is; for we read, “Because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father”. Kingdoms, too, and the other things after which man strives are not included in the “all things” that are given to the Son by the Father. The Lord says in another passage “All things that the Father has are mine”. He is the centre of all that belongs to the world of the Father. 

[p. 493] In addition, the Father Himself is now revealed, “No one knows ... who the Father is but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son is pleased to reveal him”. God in love, that is to say as Father, has now been revealed by the Son, and Jesus is the Son of His love, so that in a certain sense we find the kingdom here (compare Colossians 1: 13). That will be characterised by the fact that it is the kingdom of the Son of His love. From this we see how the kingdom, the coming age or the world to come, comes to the fore. 

In the further course of the chapter, we find that the One to whom the Father has given all things has become man’s neighbour. The Samaritan in the parable was the neighbour of the Jew who had fallen among robbers, but Christ in heaven is the real neighbour of man. The word signifies the relationship in which He stands to every man, although He is now hidden in heaven. We read that the Jews had no intercourse with the Samaritans, so that the one who had fallen among robbers could make no claim on the service of the Samaritan, and also man has no title to Christ, but it has pleased Him to take this place in relation to man and indeed not only now but also in the coming age. Christ will there stand in the same relationship to man upon the earth. 

The character of the neighbour consists in the fact that he exercises mercy. Man has claim to nothing; it is just that Christ acts in mercy because He has become man’s neighbour. It is an exceedingly blessed thought that the One who in Himself forms the centre of the world to come is the Sun of righteousness and also the merciful One. Man is entirely dependent upon mercy, for he has got away from God, fallen among robbers, is paralysed, come under the power of the law through sin and cannot help himself. But Christ has come upon the scene in order to bring mercy to man. In the coming age each will be debtor to Christ because of the mercy which He has exercised towards him. He will put this imprint upon each one, and everywhere the sense of [p. 494] mercy will come to light. Mercy is often mentioned in the epistles, for instance the apostle prays, “The Lord grant mercy to the house of Onesiphorus”. Again he says of Epaphroditus, “But God had mercy on him”. Similarly in the epistle of Jude we read, “Awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life”. So it will be in the coming age that men will be true neighbours under Him and each will exhibit the quality of mercy; (see Psalm 112: 4, 5). The Jews came under judgment because they opposed the mercy which was proffered to the nations but now they have become the objects of the same mercy. 

Now the moment nears when Christ will take into His hands actually all that has been given to Him by the Father, and it is our privilege to find ourselves in the light of that moment and to exhibit the quality of mercy. 

Let us consider now the way which mercy takes and pursues. We read of the good Samaritan that he came up to the man and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine. The way in which Christ as neighbour deals with men is wonderful. His thought is to make man entirely whole. Man is sick from the crown of his head to the sole of his foot, but the work of Christ is to bind up his wounds and to make his soul and conscience quite sound, as also Peter said of the lame man, “And, by faith in his name, his name has made this man strong whom ye behold and know; and the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all” (Acts 3: 16). The name of the One who is now in heaven gave the man complete soundness. The jailor at Philippi was in the same way badly wounded (Acts 16), but Christ gave him also complete soundness. Oil and wine were poured into his wounds and he learnt the Lord Jesus as the neighbour who had shown mercy to him. 

Then the neighbour sets the man upon his own beast. If healing has come to us, it is a question then of the way which we have to go according to the will of God. None [p. 495] of us can walk in his own strength in the path of the will of God. Afterwards, as before, we find ourselves entirely cast upon Christ, and only in His strength can we tread this way. But He does not only capacitate us to continue in the path of the will of God, but He cares for us as we see in verse 35. He is still our neighbour, to care for us, and He always lives to make intercession for us. 

In the physical world, the sun is the great motivating power, and in the world to come every stimulus will go out from the Sun of righteousness, from Him who has become man’s neighbour. The word describes His attitude towards all men in the present time. He is man’s neighbour, and to those who turn to Him He gives living water. To this end He has been made sin and has taken upon Himself on the cross all that lay upon man as the judgment of God. 

Now do we all know Jesus as neighbour, as the One who has shown mercy to us? Are our wounds bound up? Do we know what it is to have a perfect conscience before God? and are we conscious of being borne by Christ on the path of the will of God? We who believe look forward to the moment when Christ will actually take over all that which has been given to Him by the Father, but now already we walk in the light of that which God has brought to pass in Him. Christ is the neighbour of all those who suffer need, and to me and to you He says “Go and do thou likewise”. 


Scripture references

Luke 10:17-37 (JND) [17] And the seventy returned with joy, saying, Lord, even the demons are subject to us through thy name. [18] And he said to them, I beheld Satan as lightning falling out of heaven. [19] Behold, I give you the power of treading upon serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall in anywise injure you. [20] Yet in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subjected to you, but rejoice that your names are written in the heavens. [21] In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes: yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [22] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows who the Son is but the Father, and who the Father is but the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son is pleased to reveal [him]. [23] And having turned to the disciples privately he said, Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye see. [24] For I say to you that many prophets and kings have desired to see the things which ye behold, and did not see [them]; and to hear the things which ye hear, and did not hear [them]. [25] And behold, a certain lawyer stood up tempting him, and saying, Teacher, having done what, shall I inherit life eternal? [26] And he said to him, What is written in the law? how readest thou? [27] But he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thine understanding; and thy neighbour as thyself. [28] And he said to him, Thou hast answered right: this do and thou shalt live. …

Matthew 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, What think ye concerning the Christ? whose son is he? They say to him, David's.

Hebrews 2 (JND) [1] For this reason we should give heed more abundantly to the things [we have] heard, lest in any way we should slip away. [2] For if the word which was spoken by angels was firm, and every transgression and disobedience received just retribution, [3] how shall *we* escape if we have been negligent of so great salvation, which, having had its commencement in being spoken [of] by the Lord, has been confirmed to us by those who have heard; …

Revelation 12:8-9 (JND) [8] and he prevailed not, nor was their place found any more in the heaven. [9] And the great dragon was cast out, the ancient serpent, he who is called Devil and Satan, he who deceives the whole habitable world, he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

Matthew 15:14 (JND) [14] Leave them alone; they are blind leaders of blind: but if blind lead blind, both will fall into a ditch.

Colossians 1:13 (JND) [13] who has delivered us from the authority of darkness, and translated [us] into the kingdom of the Son of his love:

Psalms 112:4-5 (JND) [4] Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness; he is gracious, and merciful, and righteous. [5] It is well with the man that is gracious and lendeth; he will sustain his cause in judgment.

Acts 3:16 (JND) [16] And, by faith in his name, his name has made this [man] strong whom ye behold and know; and the faith which is by him has given him this complete soundness in the presence of you all.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …



RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIBERTY

[p. 496] RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIBERTY

Romans 8: 1 - 17

This chapter sets before our eyes the goal which God pursues in His operations with us. Righteousness and liberty, one can say, are His thoughts for us. It is His will that we obtain real righteousness and enjoy true liberty. Both things belong together; for without righteousness nothing can be said of liberty. 

In the world we cannot expect to find righteousness and liberty. If we see it as God sees it, lawlessness and bondage only characterise it. “Every one that practises sin is the bondman of sin”, and as long as man goes on in self-will he finds himself in bondage. Lawlessness and bondage are therefore just as closely bound up with one another as righteousness and liberty. Real liberty rests on righteousness and God is working to bring man to righteousness, so that he may then enjoy true liberty. 

We see from the Holy Scriptures that from the moment when sin came into the world and man turned his back on God, He has worked with reference to another world in which a new man, Christ, should be the centre. We read of Him, “Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou hast made strong for thyself”, Psalm 80: 17. He said: “To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart” (Psalm 40: 8); and in Him we see both righteousness and liberty. In the fulness of time God sent His Son; Jesus came and took part in flesh and blood in order that He might be the centre and the light of another world. Righteousness and liberty are the characteristics of this other world, which is already opened up to our view now through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and if christianity does not first of all signify righteousness and liberty for me, it avails me little. 

[p. 497] In the natural world that surrounds us, everything is subjected to certain laws, and the same is true of that world of which we have spoken. Its law is righteousness and then liberty is there too. Everything revolves round Christ, whom God has exalted to His right hand and has placed there as Head. Christ is the righteous One (see 1 Peter 3: 18; 1 John 2: 1, etc.), but at the same time He is the Son, and the Son sets free (John 8: 36). From this we see that righteousness and liberty are inseparably bound up with Him, and through the fact that we are brought into relationship with Christ, we obtain righteousness and liberty. 

Now as to the first point we read, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”. (John 3: 14). He must be lifted up on account of righteousness and in order to fulfil righteousness. The third verse of our passage refers to the same matter: “God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh”. So also in 2 Corinthians 5: 21 “Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that we might become God’s righteousness in him”. If we carefully consider these passages of scripture, we shall find that they all refer to how God has brought to an end in judgment our entire state as men in the flesh so that we might find righteousness alone in Christ. Through His death He has fulfilled righteousness, and that indeed to the end that He might give us of His Spirit, through whom we are attached to Him and the fruit of righteousness is produced in us (verse 10). Practical righteousness is the proof that the Christ has been justified. 

The Samaritan woman did not possess righteousness, nor did she know anything of liberty. On the contrary she had lived in lawlessness and was the bondmaid of sin, but she was now to learn righteousness and liberty. Therefore the Lord said to her: “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. With the gift of the Holy Spirit, real life would begin for her; she would live on account of Christ (John 6: 57), and that is a life in righteousness and liberty. 

If we are attached to Christ by the Spirit, so also Christ is in us. He is our righteousness, and we are in liberty before God. Verse 15 in our passage speaks of this liberty, it is the liberty of sonship. Not only have we found righteousness in Christ, but He, the Son, has set us free, so that now we can cry, Abba, Father! We are no longer in bondage, but in the consciousness of sonship and liberty we can draw near to God. 

Christianity consists not in doctrine, creeds or theories, but is something entirely practical and living; one could say it is Christ Himself who lives in His own. “He who has not the Spirit of Christ is not of Him”. It is of the utmost importance to understand the relationship in which the believer stands to Christ. What lies at the foundation of this relationship is the Holy Spirit. Just as the earth stands in relationship to the sun, so the believer does to Christ, the Sun of that world which God has before Him; and Christ lives in him. Everything rests on righteousness, which is the law of that world. It does not merely consist in the fact that we do what is right in every sense towards our fellow men, but that in all things and at all times we maintain righteousness towards God and Christ. Christ is the Head of every man and faithfulness towards Hint in every relationship becomes us as believers. Then Christ is in us, and the word is verified which says: “He that practises righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous”. In this manner we prove that we have experienced the grace of God in our hearts; we practise righteousness and thus demonstrate that we are in living relationship with Christ, the Sun of righteousness. Christ shines upon us and we bear fruit to God. Then in verse 14 of our chapter we find liberty. Not only is the Spirit in [p. 499] the believer life on account of righteousness, but He also dwells in him in order to keep his soul in the consciousness of divine love. 


Scripture references

Romans 8:1-17 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, [4] in order that the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to flesh but according to Spirit. [5] For they that are according to flesh mind the things of the flesh; and they that are according to Spirit, the things of the Spirit. [6] For the mind of the flesh [is] death; but the mind of the Spirit life and peace. [7] Because the mind of the flesh is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God; for neither indeed can it be: [8] and they that are in flesh cannot please God. [9] But *ye* are not in flesh but in Spirit, if indeed God's Spirit dwell in you; but if any one has not [the] Spirit of Christ *he* is not of him: [10] but if Christ be in you, the body is dead on account of sin, but the Spirit life on account of righteousness. [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you. [12] So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to flesh; …

Psalms 80:17 (JND) [17] Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou hast made strong for thyself.

Psalms 40:8 (JND) [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

1 Peter 3:18 (JND) [18] for Christ indeed has once suffered for sins, [the] just for [the] unjust, that he might bring us to God; being put to death in flesh, but made alive in [the] Spirit,

1 John 2:1 (JND) [1] My children, these things I write to you in order that ye may not sin; and if any one sin, we have a patron with the Father, Jesus Christ [the] righteous;

John 8:36 (JND) [36] If therefore the Son shall set you free, ye shall be really free.

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

John 6:57 (JND) [57] As the living Father has sent me and I live on account of the Father, *he* also who eats me shall live also on account of me.



THE TEN VIRGINS

[p. 500] THE TEN VIRGINS

Matthew 25: 1 - 13

We have just heard how the true christian is characterised by waiting for the Son of God from heaven. There are other characteristics, but this is one of the most important and most defined. The believer is called to await the Son of God from heaven — Jesus who saves him from the coming wrath. It is, as we have already heard, an exceedingly serious fact that the wrath of God comes. The patience of God continues still, but God cannot always go on thus with the world and therefore we hear of the wrath to come. Believers know too in what way they will be saved from the wrath which is coming upon the world. Before the wrath comes, the Lord Jesus will take them to Himself in heaven. They do not await the wrath, but the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour from heaven, “who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. If the wrath were to come whilst we were still in the world, it would reach us also; we could not save ourselves, or transfer ourselves, so to speak, to heaven, but Jesus is our Saviour or Deliverer from the coming wrath. 

In continuance of what has been said, I would like to say a few words about the parable of the ten virgins. That refers to the present time, as is apparent from the last part of the previous chapter, as well as from the first verse of our chapter. The parable does not set before us the kingdom of the heavens as it was at the time when the Lord spoke these words, but as it exists at the end. He said: “Then shall the kingdom ... be made like”. We see here therefore a picture of the present time, when, as we know, the call: “Behold, the bridegroom” is already sounded out. 

We must not confuse the kingdom of heaven with heaven itself, just as we must not confuse the Emperor [p. 501] of Germany and the German Empire, the sphere of his lordship. The kingdom of heaven is here below and is the sphere of the rule of heaven. It includes in a certain sense the so-called christian countries, the heads of which recognise themselves as kings by the grace of God. 

The Lord used this parable of ten virgins who all went out to meet the bridegroom, but five of them were prudent and five foolish. So the kingdom of heaven exhibits a great mixture; it is made up of foolish and prudent virgins, to use the language of the parable. Christendom is in one sense the kingdom of heaven, but what a mixture we see among the millions who, at least according to their position or according to their profession, have gone out of the world to meet the bridegroom. We see from the parable that all those who bear the name of Christ are included in the thought of the ten virgins. The most important and serious question, however, for each one is, Am I prepared for the coming of the bridegroom? The touch-stone for the virgins was the bridegroom himself. In view of the coming of the bridegroom they were all put to the test, whether they had the necessary preparation or not. 

As we have heard, the Lord Jesus is a living Man in heaven, but that would mean little for us if He were not coming again. Who could be so foolish as to believe that He-who here was lifted up upon the cross, whom God has raised from among the dead and who now lives in heaven, had nothing more to say to the world? Heaven and earth, all belong to Him who is the Bridegroom. The thought of the bridegroom is a very important one. John the baptist recognised the Lord in this character (John 3: 28, 29), and the Lord repeatedly spoke of Himself as the Bridegroom. He has the bride, and as the Bridegroom He must come again to take up all on behalf of God. We do not know indeed the exact time, but there is no doubt that He will and must come, and those who have not been mindful of His coming resemble the foolish virgins. For those who know Him as Bridegroom, the word applies: “Let your loins be girded about and lamps burning; and ye like men who wait their own lord whenever he may leave the wedding”. It is not sufficient to have a lamp: but it must be burning. The preparation lies in the fact that the lamps are burning. The foolish virgins also had light for a little while, but their lamps went out. The power to keep the light was missing. It is indeed good to have a lamp, but when it does not burn in the night it has little value. It is necessary that we have a burning lamp, a light that is maintained, to which indeed the oil belongs, but it is important to consider that we as believers only give light in the measure in which we are in the light of Christ, the Bridegroom, the Sun of righteousness (see Ephesians 5: 14). 

Have we oil in our vessels with our lamps? If anyone asks: ‘How can one get oil?’ we can only answer ‘It must be bought’. Each one must buy it for themselves, but without paying anything for it. The wise virgins said: “Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves”. The oil is a figure of the Holy Spirit, and only the Lord Jesus Christ Himself can give this gift to anyone. Each must have to do with Him about it for himself. All of us here, who know the Lord Jesus, must go to Him and buy from Him. We find a wonderful word in the Revelation, which the Lord directed to indifferent nominal christians. It says there in the third chapter: “I counsel thee to buy of me gold purified by fire, that thou mayest be rich”. It is wonderful that the Lord gives counsel to you and me. He says: “I counsel thee”. One can buy nothing without gold, but the Lord Jesus sells gold purified by fire, and indeed for nothing. He counsels you urgently: “Buy of me”. He is the only seller, and He is available for all. Jesus gives the oil, the Holy Spirit, and indeed to anyone, whether rich or poor, who desires it. He is the Giver of living water. He has died for all, so that He might give the living water to each one who desires it. 

[p. 503] But each one must have to do with him personally; each one for himself must come to Him. 

The Bridegroom has still something to say to this earth, and, as already said, He will also come to take up everything on behalf of God, and to come into relationship with everything which is on earth for God. He will stand in relationship to Israel and the nations, but even now, although for the moment He is hidden in the heavens, He has something to say to earth; for He is the Head of every man. It is important now to buy oil from Him. He gives living water, which indeed is equivalent to the oil in our parable; but each one must ask Him for it. If indeed we have oil, it is available for the maintenance of the light, and we can move in the light of a living Christ in order to go in with Him to the marriage when He comes as the Bridegroom. 

It is only wisdom if you prepare yourself for the coming of the bridegroom. Those who are not prepared when the bridegroom comes will have no part in the marriage. The bridegroom then has nothing further to say to them, only to judge them. Therefore do not forget His word: “I counsel thee to buy of me gold”. 


Scripture references

Matthew 25:1-13 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches. [8] And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out. [9] But the prudent answered saying, [We cannot,] lest it might not suffice for us and for you. Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves. [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you. …

John 3:28-29 (JND) [28] Ye yourselves bear me witness that I said, I am not the Christ, but, that I am sent before him. [29] He that has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices in heart because of the voice of the bridegroom: this my joy then is fulfilled.

Ephesians 5:14 (JND) [14] Wherefore he says, Wake up, [thou] that sleepest, and arise up from among the dead, and the Christ shall shine upon thee.



LIGHT, SALVATION AND FAITHFULNESS

[p. 504] LIGHT, SALVATION AND FAITHFULNESS

Luke 18: 35 - 43; Luke 19: 1 - 13

Each word spoken by the Lord Jesus expressed what He Himself was. We can say that of no one else. The words of the Lord have on this account, a special importance, and when we consider them we learn what He Himself is. 

For instance, His word to the blind man was: “See” and the word describes what He Himself is, namely, light, or sight for men. Men of the world boast of their achievements and yet they lack the true light because they do not possess Christ. 

But Christ is not only sight and light, but He is also salvation for men. That follows from the words which He spoke to Zacchaeus: “Today salvation is come to this house”. God desires that man should be enlightened and saved, and both light and salvation are available for him in Christ. 

We read in both cases that Jesus passed by. In chapter 18 verse 37, it says: “They told him that Jesus the Nazaraean was passing by”, and again in verse 4 of chapter 19: “for he was going to pass that way”. This point is of importance, because we find here a reference to the blessed truth that Christ is accessible to all men. He is passing by, so that a blind man can obtain sight, and to Zacchaeus the wish of his heart can be granted. 

It is men’s own fault if they miss the blessings which are available for them in Christ. In Christ is grace and it is there for every man. Jesus is accessible to every man. These two men had faith and the needs of both were satisfied by the Lord. The blind man cried out: “Have mercy on me”, and the Lord opened his eyes; Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus, and the Lord said: “Today salvation is come to this house”. 

[p. 505] It is a wonderful moment when man obtains real sight. The first thing that the beggar saw was Jesus Himself. Whoever does not see Jesus is blind. Many have eyes for the wonderful works of God but do not desire the sight by which man may be capacitated to see the One who has made them, God, revealed in Christ. The true christian, on the other hand, can say with the man who was born blind: “One thing I know, that, being blind before, now I see”. And what do we see? We see in Jesus the perfect revelation of that which God Himself is. “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him (God)”. And what a light shines for us out of the death of Christ, when once our eyes have been opened! We then see all that God is come into view. It is truly something great to see Christ, and God revealed in Him. He who has Christ is greater than the great and wise ones of this world, who as regards God are in darkness. 

The beggar wanted to see, and the rich Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. He did not lack natural eyesight, but a satisfying object for his heart. He was rich, but no riches could satisfy him. Many christians do not make progress because their heart is divided. It says in the book of Proverbs: “Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth”, Proverbs 17: 24. He lacks an object which is able to absorb his attention. Man needs sight above all things, and then he must have an object. Christ fills both needs. 

It was a gracious word which the Lord spoke to Zacchaeus: “Make haste and come down, for today I must remain in thy house”. He must spend one day in the house of this man. He was on His journey, but He must spend a day in the house of a man who needed an object. He could not stay with him a long time, but He remained long enough to satisfy his every wish. So the Lord remains, so to speak, in this world for a day, in order to reveal God and to effect redemption. Zacchaeus [p. 506] heard the Lord speak of Himself as the Son of man, and what a grace it is to have as an object the Son of man, under whose feet the world to come will be subjected. Yes, one can say that he who has Jesus, the Son of man, before him as his object is saved. It was thus with Stephen. His eyes rested on that glorified Man, the Son of man, in whom every promise of God is assured, and although he was surrounded by enemies, we see him nevertheless standing in the enjoyment of salvation. Salvation is bound up in the closest way with a Person, as the Lord Himself says in John 10: “I am the door: if any one enter in by me, he shall be saved”. Let us take note of the words: “by me”, for they are of especial importance. The apostle could also say: “For this cause I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory”. The soul which has Jesus before it as its object knows what salvation is; and not only that, but also moves in liberty, whilst it does not lack food, as the Lord also further said: “and shall go in and shall go out and shall find pasture”. When our eyes have been opened, divine light shines towards us from every word of the Lord. He does not say: I have the truth, but: “I am the truth”. 

In the further course of the chapter, we see how the Lord corrects a wrong thought with reference to the kingdom. Certain thought that it would appear immediately, but He corrects that with the significant words: “A certain high-born man went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom and return”. The Lord has gone away for a time, but He has left us here below as His servants. He has entrusted much to us, and each one has to act in the interest of His absent Lord. It is not a question here of special gift but of faithfulness with reference to that with which He has entrusted us. His absence consequently is a test for our faithfulness. It is only right and fair that, if we have to thank the Lord for such wonderful things as sight and salvation, we should [p. 507] be characterised by faithfulness towards Him during His absence. We are not to keep our talent laid up in a towel, but to bring christianity into all the details of our daily life, and then our faithfulness will find recognition before Him at His coming. May the Lord grant that we may be aroused to act in faithfulness towards Him in all the relationships of our life, and indeed with an eye upon His coming to set up the kingdom! 


Scripture references

Luke 18:35-43 (JND) [35] And it came to pass when he came into the neighbourhood of Jericho, a certain blind man sat by the wayside begging. [36] And when he heard the crowd passing, he inquired what this might be. [37] And they told him that Jesus the Nazaraean was passing by. [38] And he called out saying, Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me. [39] And those [who were] going before rebuked him that he might be silent; but *he* cried out so much the more, Son of David, have mercy on me. [40] And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be led to him. And when he drew nigh he asked him [saying], [41] What wilt thou that I shall do to thee? And he said, Lord, that I may see. [42] And Jesus said to him, See: thy faith has healed thee. [43] And immediately he saw, and followed him, glorifying God. And all the people when they saw [it] gave praise to God.

Luke 19:1-13 (JND) [1] And he entered and passed through Jericho. [2] And behold, [there was] a man by name called Zacchaeus, and he was chief tax-gatherer, and he was rich. [3] And he sought to see Jesus who he was: and he could not for the crowd, because he was little in stature. [4] And running on before, he got up into a sycamore that he might see him, for he was going to pass that [way]. [5] And when he came up to the place, Jesus looked up and saw him, and said to him, Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for to-day I must remain in thy house. [6] And he made haste and came down, and received him with joy. [7] And all murmured when they saw [it], saying, He has turned in to lodge with a sinful man. [8] But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I return [him] fourfold. [9] And Jesus said to him, To-day salvation is come to this house, inasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham; [10] for the Son of man has come to seek and to save that which is lost. [11] But as they were listening to these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was near to Jerusalem and they thought that the kingdom of God was about to be immediately manifested. [12] He said therefore, A certain high-born man went to a distant country to receive for himself a kingdom and return. …

Proverbs 17:24 (JND) [24] Wisdom is before him that hath understanding; but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …



NEW BIRTH, THE GOSPEL AND ETERNAL LIFE

[p. 508] NEW BIRTH, THE GOSPEL AND ETERNAL LIFE

John 3: 1 - 17; John 4: 13, 14

These two chapters point to a certain sequence of truths. In chapter 3 for instance, we find new birth and the gospel, whilst the following one deals with the gift of living water. A divine order is revealed here. First the Lord spoke to Nicodemus of the necessity of new birth, then He unfolded the gospel and showed him the basis on which that rested (verses 14 to 16), and finally He speaks to the Samaritan woman of the value and the activity of that living water, which springs up into eternal life. 

Nicodemus came to the Lord as a teacher sent from God, and the Lord’s answer shows His thoughts were occupied with the kingdom of God. The Jews were taught to expect the kingdom. The prophets spoke often of it as the time when God would take over the government and Israel, saved out of the hand of its enemies, would serve Him in piety and righteousness all its days (Luke 2). Nicodemus said: “We know that thou art come a teacher”; but the Lord answered him with the words: “Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God”. The kingdom of God was already there, indeed in the Person of the Lord Jesus Himself, but Nicodemus was not able to see it. The principles and power of the kingdom were revealed in Him, as He could say in another place: “The kingdom of God is in the midst of you” (Luke 17). The proof of it lay in the fact that the works of power of the coming age were already present. But for the Jews the Lord was as a root out of dry ground; He had no beauty that they should have desired Him. It needed, therefore, a divine work in the soul of man if he was to see the kingdom in the Person of Jesus, and therefore the Lord said: “Except any one be born anew”, and so on. The power accompanying the kingdom was there and manifested itself actively in the healing of sicknesses, the casting out of the devil and in the raising of the dead. The kingdom was already there, but man as he is has no eye for it. 

The kingdom is the rule of God in grace. Grace reigns through righteousness. That means that the heart is controlled by grace, but what do unconverted men know of these things? We read in the end of chapter 2 that many saw the works of power, but in order to see the kingdom man must be born anew. It follows from all this that God must make the beginning with man. If the Jew must be born again, he was just as distant from the kingdom as the gentile. Nicodemus would have admitted that the gentile needed new birth, but he had to hear that it was also an indispensable necessity for the Jew if it was a question of seeing the kingdom. In this way we see the way prepared for the gracious word in verses 14 and 16 of our chapter: “That every one (whether Jew or gentile) who believes on him”. In the future, when God actually sets up the kingdom, Israel, as we know, will have to be born again in order to enter it. 

Let us consider the order here. In order to come under-the reign of grace, man needs above all things to be born anew. But then it is just as necessary that he should be enlightened with regard to God, and this leads us to the second part of the chapter, which treats of the gospel. The Lord continues to speak of the heavenly things standing in relation to the Son of man, and in this connection we find eternal life mentioned (see verses 12 to 16). It is a question here of the gospel. First man must be born again and then he will be enlightened through the gospel with regard to God. The Son of man must be lifted up, but then we read further: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son”. We see here the course which divine love has taken in order to [p. 510] set itself in touch with man. It is demonstrated in the fact that a point of contact, if I may so say, is available, and indeed for all men. God has no relationship with the world as a system, but He has loved the world (men) and has given His only-begotten Son that everyone who believes in Him should not perish but should have eternal life. 

We are in a certain measure in this passage of scripture led back to the beginning. “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up”, said the Lord. Through the serpent man was ruined and brought under the power of death, but the Son of man stands here in contrast to the serpent. It is not a question here of the Messiah, the head of the Jews, but the Lord speaks of Himself as the Son of man, who is the Head of every man (see Psalm 8). Man, whether Jew or gentile, was ruined through the deadly bite of the serpent, but the Son of man has been lifted up and is there as an object of faith for all. God has thus opened a door for man out of this world which is under judgment, and the way of salvation is through faith in the Son of man lifted up. He is the centre and the Head of God’s world, and in Him the love of God is presented to us. 

Through the death and the resurrection of Christ a door has now been opened for man, so that he can reach Christ through faith, as we read: “That whosoever believes on him may not perish, but have life eternal”. The thought of God for man is nothing less than eternal life, but in order to have eternal life he must reach by faith the Son of man lifted up and raised up, and all this lies outside the world (John 12: 31, 32). 

In the following chapter, we see the Lord as the Giver of living water. The teaching of this chapter rests on chapter 3, which treats of the revelation of the love of God in connection with the lifted up Son of man. The fourth chapter teaches us now how the believer, through the gift of living water (the Holy Spirit), is [p. 511] capacitated to answer to this love of God and to enjoy eternal life. 

From chapter 3 we see that new birth was a necessity for the refined religious man, whilst chapter 4 shows us that even for a poor woman who was a sinner living water was there. The Lord said to the Samaritan woman: “If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water”. The intention of God in the gospel is to enlighten man with regard to Himself and to give him living water, the Holy Spirit. Through the gospel Christ is presented to men, and as a result of enlightenment through it the soul turns to Christ in order to receive living water from Him. 

The living water represents the Holy Spirit, through whom the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts. In that lies the secret of true satisfaction, as the Lord said: “Shall never thirst for ever”. Let us consider the word “for ever”. The love of God is not only our portion for time, but also for eternity. In the world everything is valued according to silver and gold, and few concern themselves about the greatest blessing, the enjoyment of the love of God, but for true believers there is nothing more valuable than the knowledge of God and the consciousness of His love. In the world, everything has gone away through sin, and therefore men value material things such as silver and gold more than the love of God, but for him who really knows God the enjoyment of His love is of more value than anything. The living water, the Holy Spirit, is given to the believer so that he might satisfy himself with the infinite love of God; but then we read further: “But the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life”. The purpose of God (eternal life) for man is set before us in chapter 3, but here it is a question of our entering into the life. The source refers to the power and activity of the [p. 512] Spirit in the believer, through which he is capacitated to answer to the revelation of the love of God in Christ according to the previous chapter. The apostle Paul gives expression to a similar thought in the scripture where it says: “But he that sows to the Spirit, from the Spirit shall reap eternal life”. 

This is I believe the divine order. Considered from the divine standpoint, the world lies in death, but God works among men, and the beginning is new birth, through which in a certain sense the eyes of man are opened. Then comes the gospel to enlighten him as to God. Everything must proceed from God, and His work in man capacitates him to enjoy the love of God, which is revealed in relation with the lifting up of the Son of man. The gift of the Holy Spirit follows this divine enlightenment, as we see from the fourth chapter. It is a wonderful thought that our bodies in this manner have become temples of the Holy Spirit. The first work of the Holy Spirit consists in shedding abroad the love of God in our hearts and then He is in us as a spring of water. He works in us in order to set us free from all things which hinder our growth and our enjoyment, and in order to capacitate us to answer to the love of God which is revealed in the Son of man. 


Scripture references

John 3:1-17 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. [4] Nicodemus says to him, How can a man be born being old? can he enter a second time into the womb of his mother and be born? [5] Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. [6] That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. [7] Do not wonder that I said to thee, It is needful that *ye* should be born anew. [8] The wind blows where it will, and thou hearest its voice, but knowest not whence it comes and where it goes: thus is every one that is born of the Spirit. [9] Nicodemus answered and said to him, How can these things be? [10] Jesus answered and said to him, Thou art the teacher of Israel and knowest not these things! [11] Verily, verily, I say unto thee, We speak that which we know, and we bear witness of that which we have seen, and ye receive not our witness. [12] If I have said the earthly things to you, and ye believe not, how, if I say the heavenly things to you, will ye believe? …

John 4:13-14 (JND) [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life.

Luke 2 (JND) [1] But it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census should be made of all the habitable world. [2] The census itself first took place when Cyrenius had the government of Syria. [3] And all went to be inscribed in the census roll, each to his own city: …

Luke 17 (JND) [1] And he said to his disciples, It cannot be but that offences come, but woe [to him] by whom they come! [2] It would be [more] profitable for him if a millstone were hanged about his neck and he cast into the sea, than that he should be a snare to one of these little ones. [3] Take heed to yourselves: if thy brother should sin, rebuke him; and if he should repent, forgive him. …

Psalms 8 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon the Gittith. A Psalm of David.} Jehovah our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy majesty above the heavens. [2] Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou established praise because of thine adversaries, to still the enemy and the avenger. [3] When I see thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and stars, which thou hast established; …

John 12:31-32 (JND) [31] Now is [the] judgment of this world; now shall the prince of this world be cast out: [32] and I, if I be lifted up out of the earth, will draw all to me.



THOUGHTS ON PSALM 91

[p. 513] THOUGHTS ON PSALM 91



This psalm refers to three different names under which God has revealed Himself. The first verse speaks of Him as the Highest as well as the Almighty, whilst in the second verse we find the name “Jehovah”. There is besides these another name under which God has revealed Himself; and that is of the Father. All four names have significance and value for believers of the present time (see 2 Corinthians 6: 17, 18). 

As we know, the Lord was to be called “Son of the Highest” and later He Himself spoke of the fact that the disciples should be “Sons of the Highest”. This title, which is mentioned several times in the gospel by Luke, refers to the supremacy of God presented to us in Christ. Then we find in the second place in our psalm the name “Almighty”. Under this title God had revealed Himself to Abraham. He said to him: “I am the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect” (Genesis 17: 1). Israel knew Him as Jehovah but He was not yet revealed as Father. “No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him”. (John 1: 18). The knowledge of God as Father presupposes the gift of the Holy Spirit; for without the Holy Spirit we could not apprehend God as Father (see Romans 8: 15; Galatians 4: 4 - 6). The name “Father” signifies: God revealed in love; and only through the Spirit of sonship can we cry Abba, Father and enjoy the love of God which is what He is in His nature. The soul learns first of all to know the grace of God, but then it is brought through the Holy Spirit to cry Abba, Father and thus to apprehend and to enjoy the love of God. The Lord said in John 17: “And I have made known to them thy (the Father’s) name”. And for what purpose? “That the love with which thou hast loved [p. 514] me may be in them and I in them”. Christ brought the love of God with Him into this world, in that He Himself was the object of it, and now we are brought into the light of the name “Father”, as we see from this passage, so that this love might find its object in us also. In this sense, therefore, the love of God remains here although Christ is no longer here. But then, as before mentioned, we come into the gain of the other names of God. 

Let us turn now to our psalm. With the name of the Highest, the thought of a hidden place is linked. The people of God at the present time have a hidden place, as we also read: “For ... your life is hid with the Christ in God”. The time of manifestation has not yet come; but when God shall be known in the whole universe as the Highest, that is, when He asserts His rights and reigns publicly, then His people will no longer have a hidden place but will also be manifest. God will reveal Himself as the Highest in the Son of the Highest, that is to say, in Christ, but up to that moment when He will be manifested, our life is hid with Him in God. Faith has its place now in the secret place of the Most High, and then we read further: “He ... shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty”. It is for us now to persevere in faith, which corresponds to the secret place, and then we “abide under the shadow of the Almighty”. The value of the name of the Highest for us consists in our enjoying the place in secret, whilst we find in the Almighty protection and shelter from the heat of the sun (pressure and the like). 

If we persevere in faith, we find that God knows how to protect us. We read in the parable of the sower that the seed that was sown on stony ground could not bear the heat of the sun. The Lord said: “he ... has no root in himself, but is for a time only; and when tribulation or persecution happens on account of the word, he is immediately offended”. On the other hand we read in our psalm: “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty”. It may be that persecutions and tests come, we feel the heat of the sun, but God sees to it that we find shadow. The shadow of the Almighty serves to preserve us from depression and discouragement. We have to do with the Almighty. Under this name He revealed Himself to Abraham and spoke to him of things which humanly speaking were impossible, but Abraham had to learn to trust in the Almighty as to the fulfilment of the promises. 

It is not the thought of God that His saints should be continually exposed to persecution and tribulation. He sees to it that we come under the shadow, and that in order that His work in us might progress. In the early days there were great persecutions, but then we read: “The assemblies then ... had peace, being edified ..”., Acts 9: 31. So the Lord also said to the assembly in Smyrna: “The devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried”; but the tribulation was to be limited to a defined time (ten days). Neither Satan nor man can do what they like with the people of God. Faith has its place in the secret place of the Most High and abides in the shadow of the Almighty. God knows how to protect and preserve His own. 

The name Jehovah also has a blessed significance for us. We read further: “I say of Jehovah, My refuge and my fortress”. And again in Proverbs 18: “The name of Jehovah is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe”. It is a question here of conflict. Christians are called on to oppose the enemy, whether it be that he comes as a roaring lion, or with his deception, and therefore the apostle says: “Be strong in the Lord, and in the might of his strength!” (Ephesians 6: 10). That is our refuge and our fortress. 

A great part of this psalm refers, as we know, to the Lord Jesus Himself. When He walked here below, Jehovah was His refuge. It is a wonderful thought that the Son of God took such a place here below. He did not take the attitude that He wished to be strong in [p. 516] Himself; but was strong in Jehovah. When the enemy in the beginning came with his cunning, He met him in the power of the Spirit of God, and at the end when Satan appeared as a roaring lion, the Lord opposed him in the same power. Now in all these things He is our example. He took this place in grace and identified Himself with the people of God, so that we might learn from Him how to conduct ourselves in the same circumstances. He was the perfect Man here below, in whom God could have His good pleasure, and “for, in that himself has suffered, being tempted, he is able to help those that are being tempted”. He had recourse to Jehovah and found in Him a fortress, and so in that way He is now capacitated to be our High Priest. 

These therefore are the thoughts of God for His own. He wills that we dwell in the secret place of the Most High and abide under the shadow of the Almighty, and find a refuge and a fortress in Jehovah. Then will be verified with us that of which the psalm next speaks further: “There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy tent”. For us a plague is that which would turn us from the way of the Spirit. It is a spiritual sickness from which we are to be continually preserved. 

In the psalm we find Christ in humiliation, but it is a blessed thought that His exaltation is just as great as was His humiliation. He stooped to take this place of confidence in Jehovah, and now He is highly exalted. God has raised Him from among the dead and given Him glory. His exaltation is equal to His humiliation. The final verses of the psalm refer to that. It is Jehovah who speaks here with reference to Christ and says: “I will set him on high”. As Man upon earth, the Lord had delight in Jehovah. Such a thing could not be said about us; we love God, because He has first loved us; but the path of the Lord in this world was characterised by the fact that He, as the perfect Man, had His delight in Jehovah. Then we read further: “I will deliver him”. Christ might experience persecution, but in all that befell Him from the hand of man the counsel of God was fulfilled (Acts 2: 23). He was nailed to the cross by the hand of lawless men, but God raised Him from among the dead. “Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him; I will set him on high, because he hath known my name”. In the same way, this last could only be said of Christ. We have not known the name of God; it is true that He has now been revealed to us, but of Christ as Man upon earth it could be said, that He knew the name of God. Further: “He shall call upon me”. We have not called upon God. We call upon Him because He has called us. Everything here refers to Christ, as we further read: “I will deliver him and honour him”. Christ has gone into heaven and sits glorified at the right hand of God. This is His portion because of His own perfection, as we see from the psalm; but if we are delivered and glorified, we owe it entirely to the grace of God. 

“With the length of days will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation”. Length of days for Christ signifies also length of days for us who believe in Him. He has destroyed the power of death and secured length of days for men. When Christ is manifested, then will it also be manifest that length of days has been given to Him. He is the Head of the coming age and has secured righteousness and consequently also length of days for man; and as to the salvation of Jehovah, it signifies also salvation for man. “My salvation” is a comprehensive word. God is revealed therein as a Saviour and the salvation includes liberty for man from all that in which he was held prisoner. 

It is an important thought that the exaltation of Christ corresponds to His humiliation. He went down to the lower parts of the earth but has ascended above all heavens that He might fill all things. We look for the moment when God will draw aside the veil of providence and Christ will come forth in order to set up the world [p. 518] to come. Then all will understand how God has given Him length of days, whilst the salvation of Jehovah will be seen. 

In closing I would like again to emphasise that we come into the gain of all the different names under which God has revealed Himself. There is one God; but it has pleased Him to make Himself known to men under different names and each of these names has its special, blessed significance, as we see from this psalm. It is granted to us to know God not only as the Highest, Almighty, and as Jehovah, but also as Father. He is revealed in His nature, and through the Holy Spirit we are permitted now to enjoy what God is, namely, love. That is now our portion already and Christ will come at the appointed time to bring us into the Father’s house, so that where He is we also may be. If we have fellowship with Him in His humiliation, so shall we also have part with Him in that day in which He will be revealed in glory. 


Scripture references

Psalms 91 (JND) [1] He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. [2] I say of Jehovah, My refuge and my fortress; my God, I will confide in him. [3] Surely *he* shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, [and] from the destructive pestilence. …

2 Corinthians 6:17-18 (JND) [17] Wherefore come out from the midst of them, and be separated, saith [the] Lord, and touch not [what is] unclean, and *I* will receive you; [18] and I will be to you for a Father, and ye shall be to me for sons and daughters, saith [the] Lord Almighty.

Genesis 17:1 (JND) [1] And Abram was ninety-nine years old, when Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said to him, I [am] the Almighty God: walk before my face, and be perfect.

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Romans 8:15 (JND) [15] For ye have not received a spirit of bondage again for fear, but ye have received a spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Galatians 4:4-6 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Acts 9:31 (JND) [31] The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord, and were increased through the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Proverbs 18 (JND) [1] He that separateth himself seeketh [his] pleasure, he is vehement against all sound wisdom. [2] A fool hath no delight in understanding, but only that his heart may reveal itself. [3] When the wicked cometh, there cometh also contempt, and with ignominy reproach. …

Ephesians 6:10 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength.

Acts 2:23 (JND) [23] him, given up by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye, by [the] hand of lawless [men], have crucified and slain.



CHRIST'S PRISONERS

CHRIST’S PRISONERS

Luke 8: 26 - 29

The confusion, which, as we have just heard, reigns in the world, is a consequence of sin, which has come into the world through man. It was first in Satan (1 John 3: 8), but has come into the world through man (Romans 5: 12). Sin gained an entrance by the fact that man acted in independence of God and in self-will. The confusion therefore is the consequence of man getting away from God. Satan still plays an important role today in the world system, and the fruit of his activity is this confusion. 

But we read: “To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil”. He came, as we read in another passage, to bind the strong man and to bring man liberation from his power (Matthew 12: 29). Our scripture is illustrative of this truth. The Lord Jesus was here clothed with this gracious power and He was available to all. In grace He placed Himself at the disposal of every needy one, as we see from this whole chapter. 

When the man possessed of a demon saw Jesus, “he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus Son of the Most High God? I beseech thee torment me not”. Although the Lord in a certain way was at the disposal of all, nevertheless we never find that one possessed of a devil asked Him for help. That is also easy to understand, for the power of the devil is so terrible. It was not the man who said: “What have I to do with thee ... torment me not”, but the devil who was in the man. It is very worthy of note that as soon as the Lord met possessed persons He drove out the unclean spirits without waiting for any demand or request on the part of the possessed. 

[p. 520] Of believers we read that they have been delivered from the authority of darkness and translated into the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love (Colossians 1). We were like the children of Israel in Egypt, which is a picture of this world and whose ruler, Pharaoh, sets forth the god and prince of the world; and just as at that time Pharaoh acted with the children of Israel, so Satan strives to maintain dominion over men. 

The thought of God for man, however, is salvation. Man finds himself actually in imprisonment. Satan uses the world and the things of the world in order to keep him prisoner, and no one besides the Lord Jesus Christ can bring us salvation. If we know what it is to be saved, we owe it all to Him. We can then also say: “To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil”. The works of the devil have been undone and we have become Christ’s prisoners. The enemy was never entitled to hold us prisoners, but Christ has in every way title to us, and He has taken us prisoner. 

Now what is seemly for Christ’s prisoners? Verse 38 gives us the answer. Deliverance had been brought to the man; he had sat clothed and sensible at the feet of Jesus, and now he asked Jesus that he might be with Him. That was a beautiful feature. The love of Christ had awakened response in his heart and the man had now become Christ’s prisoner. He loved Him, and therefore he wanted to be with Him. So must it be with us. If we are Christ’s prisoners, we wish nothing better than to be with Him, in other words: ‘we love his appearing’ (2 Timothy 4: 8). It was so with the dying malefactor: “And he said to Jesus, Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom. And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. 

For this man of whom we read here, the time had not yet come that he could be with the Lord. But the Lord could now let him go his way, for He knew that his heart beat for Him. Through his affection for Christ, he [p. 521] abode in imprisonment to Christ. The Lord had a word in that case for this man, as He has also a word for each of us. He let him go and said: “Return to thine house and relate how great things God has done for thee”. He is the prisoner of Christ and stands under the leadership of his Lord. It must thus be with us also. Through attachment to Christ alone can we be preserved, whilst His word determines our path. 

It is not said that everyone should preach, nevertheless each one of us should be in the position to speak of what grace has done for him. 

The man out of whom the devil had been cast did not appear to be able to elevate himself to the height of the thoughts of the Lord. Jesus said to him: “Return to thine house and relate how great things God has done for thee”; but we read: “And he went away through the whole city, publishing how great things Jesus had done for him”. It is necessary that we pay attention exactly to the words of the Lord, so that we do everything according to His thoughts. The word of the Lord governs our path here below, and if we enjoy His leading we are thereby preserved from contributing to the confusion; indeed we walk then in the path of the will of God. 


Scripture references

Luke 8:26-29 (JND) [26] And they arrived in the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against Galilee. [27] And as he got out [of the ship] on the land, a certain man out of the city met him, who had demons a long time, and put on no clothes, and did not abide in a house, but in the tombs. [28] But seeing Jesus, he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus Son of the Most High God? I beseech thee torment me not. [29] For he had commanded the unclean spirit to go out from the man. For very often it had seized him; and he had been bound, kept with chains and fetters; and breaking the bonds he was driven by the demon into the deserts.

1 John 3:8 (JND) [8] He that practises sin is of the devil; for from [the] beginning the devil sins. To this end the Son of God has been manifested, that he might undo the works of the devil.

Romans 5:12 (JND) [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Matthew 12:29 (JND) [29] Or how can any one enter into the house of the strong [man] and plunder his goods, unless first he bind the strong [man]? and then he will plunder his house.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.



Table of Contents

Frederick Edward Raven

V15 Volume 15


	SALVATION

	THE WAYS OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL

	THE LOVE OF GOD AS THE SOURCE, AND ETERNAL LIFE AS THE RESULT

	THE SPIRIT IN THE HOUSE

	SPIRITUAL VITALITY

	RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION

	THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE REST OF GOD

	THE CHURCH AS THE WITNESS

	THE SANCTUARY

	THE COUNTRY, THE CITY AND THE KING

	ETERNAL LIFE

	THE ASSEMBLY AS THE CITY

	THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE

	THE ASSEMBLY AS THE BODY

	CHRISTIAN STATE

	UNION

	THE VALLEY OF ACHOR A DOOR OF HOPE

	SPIRITUAL ADVANCE

	THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST AS THE TRUE ISRAEL

	THE FLOCK OF GOD

	BLESSING AND LIBERTY

	THE PREPARATION OF GOD WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD TO COME

	THE BODY

	THE BRIDE

	THE RENOWN OF CHRIST

	THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST

	THE TWO COVENANTS

	SALVATION AND LIBERTY

	THE BLESSING, LIFE FOR EVERMORE

	RIVERS OF LIVING WATER

	THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD

	THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD

	CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD

	THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND DISCIPLESHIP

	PRIESTHOOD

	THE WAYS OF GOD, AND HIS CALLING ON HIGH

	MOSES A TYPE OF CHRIST AS DELIVERER

	THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

	THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HAS MADE US FREE

	A GOSPEL PICTURE IN A DARK DAY

	UNDERSTANDING IN GOD’S WAYS

	CHRIST THE CENTRE OF A SYSTEM

	AN OPEN DOOR FOR CHRIST

	RECOVERY

	BELIEVERS OR PRIESTS?

	READING ON MATTHEW

	ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD AND ETERNAL LIFE

	THE LORD AS GATHERING POINT FOR ALL

	THINGS NEW AND OLD

	THE HOUSE OF GOD

	THE “WORD OF CHRIST” AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

	THE GLORY OF GOD AND JESUS

	GOD’S PURPOSE TO BLESS

	GOD DWELLING AMONG MEN

	GOD RULING

	GOD’S PROMISES IN CHRIST

	THE INTRODUCTION OF LIFE

	THE MORAL SWAY OF THE KINGDOM

	LIFE SECURED AND MAINTAINED

	LIGHT DISCERNED AND ITS EFFECT

	WITNESS GIVEN TO CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE WORLD TO COME

	THE EFFECTS OF THE SPIRIT HERE

	FRUIT-BEARING AS PROOF OF VITALITY

	THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD

	FROM MERCY TO GLORY

	THE CHRIST

	THE GRACE OF GOD AND HIS LOVE

	THE CHRISTIAN’S ORIGIN AND RESOURCES

	CHRIST ABSENT, THE COMFORTER PRESENT

	THE ROOT AND OFFSPRING OF DAVID

	FRUIT-BEARING

	THE GOOD SAMARITAN

	RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIBERTY

	THE TEN VIRGINS

	LIGHT, SALVATION AND FAITHFULNESS

	NEW BIRTH, THE GOSPEL AND ETERNAL LIFE

	THOUGHTS ON PSALM 91

	CHRIST’S PRISONERS



OEBPS/nav.xhtml

Contents


		Chapter 1


		Frederick Edward Raven


		SALVATION


		THE WAYS OF GOD IN THE GOSPEL


		THE LOVE OF GOD AS THE SOURCE, AND ETERNAL LIFE AS THE RESULT


		THE SPIRIT IN THE HOUSE


		SPIRITUAL VITALITY


		RIGHTEOUSNESS AND SALVATION


		THE HOUSE OF GOD AND THE REST OF GOD


		THE CHURCH AS THE WITNESS


		THE SANCTUARY


		THE COUNTRY, THE CITY AND THE KING


		ETERNAL LIFE


		THE ASSEMBLY AS THE CITY


		THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE


		THE ASSEMBLY AS THE BODY


		CHRISTIAN STATE


		UNION


		THE VALLEY OF ACHOR A DOOR OF HOPE


		SPIRITUAL ADVANCE


		THE COMPANIONS OF CHRIST AS THE TRUE ISRAEL


		THE FLOCK OF GOD


		BLESSING AND LIBERTY


		THE PREPARATION OF GOD WITH REGARD TO THE WORLD TO COME


		THE BODY


		THE BRIDE


		THE RENOWN OF CHRIST


		THE INFLUENCE OF CHRIST


		THE TWO COVENANTS


		SALVATION AND LIBERTY


		THE BLESSING, LIFE FOR EVERMORE


		RIVERS OF LIVING WATER


		THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD


		THE CHRIST, THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD


		CHRIST THE POWER OF GOD, AND THE WISDOM OF GOD


		THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND DISCIPLESHIP


		PRIESTHOOD


		THE WAYS OF GOD, AND HIS CALLING ON HIGH


		MOSES A TYPE OF CHRIST AS DELIVERER


		THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST


		THE LIBERTY WHEREWITH CHRIST HAS MADE US FREE


		A GOSPEL PICTURE IN A DARK DAY


		UNDERSTANDING IN GOD'S WAYS


		CHRIST THE CENTRE OF A SYSTEM


		AN OPEN DOOR FOR CHRIST


		RECOVERY


		BELIEVERS OR PRIESTS?


		READING ON MATTHEW


		ONE FLOCK, ONE SHEPHERD AND ETERNAL LIFE


		THE LORD AS GATHERING POINT FOR ALL


		THINGS NEW AND OLD


		THE HOUSE OF GOD


		THE "WORD OF CHRIST" AND THE LORD'S PRAYER


		THE GLORY OF GOD AND JESUS


		GOD'S PURPOSE TO BLESS


		GOD DWELLING AMONG MEN


		GOD RULING


		GOD'S PROMISES IN CHRIST


		THE INTRODUCTION OF LIFE


		THE MORAL SWAY OF THE KINGDOM


		LIFE SECURED AND MAINTAINED


		LIGHT DISCERNED AND ITS EFFECT


		WITNESS GIVEN TO CHRIST IN RELATION TO THE WORLD TO COME


		THE EFFECTS OF THE SPIRIT HERE


		FRUIT-BEARING AS PROOF OF VITALITY


		THE MORAL GOVERNMENT OF GOD


		FROM MERCY TO GLORY


		THE CHRIST


		THE GRACE OF GOD AND HIS LOVE


		THE CHRISTIAN'S ORIGIN AND RESOURCES


		CHRIST ABSENT, THE COMFORTER PRESENT


		THE ROOT AND OFFSPRING OF DAVID


		FRUIT-BEARING


		THE GOOD SAMARITAN


		RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIBERTY


		THE TEN VIRGINS


		LIGHT, SALVATION AND FAITHFULNESS


		NEW BIRTH, THE GOSPEL AND ETERNAL LIFE


		THOUGHTS ON PSALM 91


		CHRIST'S PRISONERS


		Table of Contents







OEBPS/images/img1.png
Frederick Edward

RAVEN

V15 Volume 15





OEBPS/images/img2.png





