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THE LEADING OF A LITTLE CHILD

J. Wright 

Isaiah 11: 5, 6; Matthew 18: 1–7; Mark 9: 33–37; Luke 9: 46–48; Acts 13: 1–13 

I feel encouraged, beloved brethren, to speak of the leading of a little child. I felt confirmed in this in the reading that preceded by the references to what Paul says of himself in Ephesians 3, that he was, “less than the least of all saints” (Ephesians 3: 8). That is true moral greatness. The thought of a little child in these scriptures is not something immature, it is not what our brother was referring to, of being childish and being babes, it speaks of a finished product of divine work; something that is reached in persons now. I suppose Paul would be the most outstanding example we have of one who was a little child. I feel tested in speaking of this because I feel how little I am marked by the features of a little child. The moral features of a little child are simplicity, humility, guilelessness and confidingness. 

The scripture read in Isaiah speaks of the millennium. It speaks of a time when the Lord Jesus will come into His rights, when He will reign. I trust we are all looking forward to that day when the Lord Jesus will reign. It will be a benign rule, and it will affect the creation, even the animals will be affected by it. Adam, when he was set up, was intended to be head of the creation, to have dominion over it, dominion over the animals, but we know that sin came in and he failed in that. But the whole creation will come under the rule and influence of Christ. 

What the Lord is going to effect will be through righteousness and faithfulness. What the Lord Jesus will introduce in that day will be based on these moral features as seen in Himself. 

Righteousness will reign. God is not effecting things in the animal creation today, their ferocious features remain; some of them may become domesticated but the ferocious 

feature is still there. What God is effecting today is in men. What God is effecting in men in testimony now will be displayed in that day. It says here, “a little child shall lead them”. That is what God is effecting in some men now, and it has been said that what He effects in one or more He can effect in many. He can secure this feature of a little child. 

We have read of an incident that is recorded by three of the gospel writers; each has its own beauty and distinctiveness. It is the same incident, but the writers bring out different lessons. 

Men have tried to amalgamate the gospels and put them together, but the whole beauty of the gospels is spoiled in that way. Each gospel writer has his own distinct impression of Christ. 

The disciples, in these gospels, were under the Lord’s hand; the Lord was making them, they were in the making process. The finished product was not yet present in the disciples. It is intended, beloved brethren, that the finished product should be reached and known while we are here, not put off to the future. If persons take up a trade, for instance, they go through an apprenticeship and come to a point where they qualify. It is not that they do not learn more through experience, but they have reached something. The disciples here had not yet graduated, they were still in the divine school. Of course we are always in the divine school, but a point comes when we should graduate, something should be arrived at with us. Paul speaks of when he became a man, when he put away childish things. We shall not be much use in the testimony or in the assembly until something of that character is reached. So that the instruction of the disciples, their failings and what they went through, is written for our instruction and education, as showing how they were under the Lord’s hand. 

In Matthew, it says, “In that hour”. It is a great thing to take account of what has proceeded; the height of things in this gospel had been reached, spoken of by 

the Lord Himself. He spoke in chapter 16 of “my assembly”—think of that! What was on the Lord’s heart, what joy He had in speaking of My assembly, and saying that hades’ gates should not prevail against it; and speaking of Peter as a stone, as material for His assembly. 

Peter showed himself to be a stone through the confession he made of the Christ as the Son of the living God. Then three of the disciples had the experience of being with the Lord Jesus on the mount of transfiguration. What a sight they had there as seeing Jesus transfigured; seeing His face shine as the sun in its power and glory. We spoke in one of the readings of the kingdom and the glory of the kingdom. Think of the glory of the King who gives character to His kingdom. It says, “his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light”, Matthew 17: 2. The glory of what was shining in Jesus was the glory of the kingdom, overcoming evil with good; its benign character was shining in the face of the Lord Jesus. 

Peter says later, We were eyewitnesses of His majesty (2 Peter 1: 16). These were experiences they had in the making process. The experiences we have in the making process are not all negative experiences, they are not all corrective experiences; there are positive experiences through acquaintance with Christ. There are negative things to be faced, they both go on together in the making process. 

Then we have the glory of sonship brought out; the way that the Lord Jesus associates Peter with Himself in the dignity of sonship. That is true greatness, it is greater than any service here; the greatness and dignity of being consciously in sonship. The Lord Jesus was in that in manhood Himself here, and, in the power of the Spirit, we can be in the joy and gain of that too. Then it says, “In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens?” They would not have said that if they had been in the gain of what the Lord had taught them. Beloved brethren, if we are in the gain of sonship we would not 

speak like this. Who then is the greatest? “And Jesus having called a little child to him, set it in their midst”. He set it there as an example of what He was about to achieve, what He would work out in the disciples. Paul was like this in Corinth. He sent Timothy to Corinth to put the saints there in mind of his ways as they were in Christ. Timothy was like the little child in Corinth, bringing in moral power and influence. It is open to us, for the feature of the little child is not a question of gift. Paul was the greatest gift, I suppose, the church has had, and yet he was marked by the feature of a little child. The gift does not enhance what there is in a brother or sister, but this moral feature of a little child enhances the gift. Paul was a distinctive vessel, yet in his spirit and manner he would be as a little child. So he sent Timothy to Corinth to put them in mind of his ways as they were in Christ. 

The Lord takes a little child here and sets it in their midst, and says, “Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”. They were saying, Who is the greatest? The Lord Jesus says, 

“Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom”. We often need more than one conversion. Saul of Tarsus had a remarkable conversion; all that he trusted in, all that he boasted in was brought down. He speaks in Philippians of the things in which he trusted in flesh, and how he had come to count them as filth; he had come to an end of himself; how deep and thorough was his conversion. I feel for myself that it is through shallowness in conversion that I have to have more than one conversion. Peter had more than one conversion. The Lord says here, “Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”. Think of Naaman, the great man that he was, how he plunged himself seven times in the Jordan, and his flesh became again as the flesh of a little child, and he was clean (2 

Kings 5: 14). Then the Lord says, 

“Whoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of the heavens”. The Lord Jesus humbled Himself. He came here in fashion as a man, in a bondman’s form; He humbled Himself becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross (Philippians 2: 8). The Lord Jesus has gone lower than any, He humbled Himself. 

Can we humble ourselves? I believe there is nothing like entering into the truth in its positive features to humble us, or to enable us to humble ourselves. Through God’s ways and His discipline with us He humbles us, but we should enter into the truth. Think of how Paul entered into it, he did not just have a knowledge of it. These meetings are not intended just to give us a greater knowledge of the truth, for knowledge puffs up, but they are to bring us into the gain of the truth substantially. That will bring about with us a suited humility. “Whoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of the heavens; and whosoever shall receive one such little child in my name, receives me”. 

The Lord then goes on to speak of offences; the enemy would be out to offend a little child; the enemy would be against a person exhibiting these features. He would use anything he can, anything in the world, or anything else he can use, to bring in an offence to stumble such. But think of the Lord’s regard for it. How is a little child really secured? The Lord speaks later of the one sheep that went astray, and how the man left the ninety and nine on the mountains to go and seek the one that went astray. Then, if he found it, there was a cause for rejoicing. We have had that experience of going astray. We were going astray as lost sheep, but we have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. The Lord went after us and found us. Does that bring about humility in us—that we went astray but the Lord found us and brought us back? We should never lose the sense of these things. Paul never lost it; a sense of mercy grew with him; he brings it in in the highest epistle, the epistle to the Ephesians. I believe it 

is as this feature marks us that we can have part rightly in the administration in the assembly. 

These matters that come up as to a brother offending us, a brother sinning and going to see him. What is the use of going if we cannot go in the spirit of a little child? We would do more damage than good; but going in the spirit of a little child we can effect something. 

I want to go on to Mark’s gospel. Mark is the servant’s gospel, and a certain severity marks the Lord’s dealings with His own in this gospel, because of the place they were to have in service. In Malachi 3 it speaks of the One who sits as a refiner, “For he will be like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ lye. And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness” (Malachi 3: 2, 3). In this gospel, in the presentation on the mount of transfiguration, it speaks of the Lord’s garments becoming shining, exceeding white as snow, such as fuller on earth could not whiten them. You see the moral purity in the Lord Jesus shining out. There is no one who can be put alongside of Him in that sense; the absolute purity in the Lord Jesus Himself. But then the Lord Jesus is working that His own might be purified. Beloved brethren, the Lord is working in view of securing that feature. There are humbling experiences gone through in this chapter, but in the verse we read it says, “And he came to Capernaum, and being in the house, he asked them, Of what were ye reasoning by the way?”. The Lord raises the question with them. He sees their state, He sees the condition, and He raises the question, “Of what were ye reasoning by the way?” The Lord would do that in His faithfulness. “And they remained silent, for by the way they had been reasoning with one another who was greatest. And sitting down he called the twelve; and he says to them, If any one would be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all”. 

I have been affected the last few days in looking over what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 4, where he is dealing with the state and condition of things in Corinth, when he says, “For I think that God has set us the apostles for the last” (v.9). It is very affecting to read the things that the apostle Paul went through, he says, “For we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but ye prudent in Christ—we weak, but ye strong—ye glorious, but we in dishonour. To the present hour we both hunger and thirst, and are in nakedness, and buffeted, and wander without a home, and labour, working with our own hands. Railed at, we bless; persecuted, we suffer it; insulted, we entreat—we are become as the offscouring of the world, the refuse of all, until now”, 1 Corinthians 4: 9–

13. Not only did Paul have a very humble attitude in regard of himself, but he was prepared to be thought little of by others. These are very challenging and exercising things. In speaking of these things we need to be preserved from having ourselves before us. I think Mr. Darby’s remark is a very challenging one when he says that, True humility is not thinking little of oneself, but not thinking of oneself at all. How can we arrive at that? It is by having one object in Christ. That was Paul, he had one object in Christ; He was his object, He was his goal. 

So it says, “If any one would be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all. And taking a little child he set it in their midst, and having taken it in his arms he said to them, Whosoever shall receive one of such little children in my name, receives me”. Think of this little child in the arms of the Lord Jesus. He is presenting it to His disciples in this way, as in His arms, in His affections, one who was lovable to Christ. What a way for us to move among the people of God, as in the embrace of Christ. I would like to know more of these things myself. I do not speak as chiding the brethren, because I feel the need of it myself. Then He says, 

“Whosoever shall receive one of such little children in my 

name, receives me; and whosoever shall receive me, does not receive me, but him who sent me”. The Lord Jesus could identify Himself with this little child. The Lord Jesus was in the place here of being sent, and He traced that back to God Himself. 

I just want to refer briefly to Luke who brings out his own presentation. A reasoning came in amongst them “who should be the greatest of them”. A reasoning came in here and later there was a strife among them after the Lord had instituted the Supper. Things were getting worse. 

Did the Lord give these persons up? No, they were in the making process. We have to learn what our own hearts are, what they are capable of, and the Lord will serve us that we might learn what we are. Then it says, “And a reasoning came in amongst them, who should be the greatest of them. And Jesus, seeing the reasoning of their heart, having taken a little child set it by him”. I think that is beautiful. In this gospel the Lord sets the little child by Him, as if there was in that little child that which was in accord with Himself. In referring to this section, Mr. Darby says somewhere, We are exhorted to take the lowest place, yet we cannot take it because One has already taken it. The Lord Jesus Himself has taken it, He has taken the lowest place. It is brought out in this gospel in a remarkable way, the lowly place that the Lord Jesus took. He came in as a babe at Bethlehem, wrapped in swaddling-clothes and lying in a manger. In Luke 14 He speaks of when you are invited to a feast, to take the lowest place. The Lord Jesus, as coming into this world as man’s guest, took the lowest place. In speaking to His disciples, when there was a strife among them, He says, “For which is greater, he that is at table or he that serves? Is not he that is at table? But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”, Luke 22: 27. He is regarding the saints as greater—I am in the midst of you as the One that serves. In this gospel the Lord Jesus Himself has taken the lowest place; yet He puts this little child alongside Himself, as if there would be in that little child 

what is in accord with Himself. 

I want to speak finally of Paul himself. In Acts 13, Saul’s name is changed, “But Saul, who also is Paul”. When this took place there was the finished product there as the result of the Lord’s instruction. Think of the exercises he had gone through; of his conversion; of the exercises he had gone through in Arabia; what exercises they were. The Lord had taken him up sovereignly as an elect vessel, there was no one else like him in that sense, yet there is the finished result as seen in Paul in this chapter. In the beginning of the chapter we have what was in the assembly at Antioch, in the assembly which was there; there were prophets and teachers, a variety of persons, and Saul is the last on the list; he was prepared to take that place. There were good conditions in that assembly where Barnabas and Saul had laboured, but he was recorded last. 

I just want to refer to the fact that the Spirit was free in this locality, free to say whom He was going to set forward, Barnabas the man who was head of the list and Saul who was at the end of the list. So it says, “the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid their hands on them, they let them go”. Then a situation arises that had to be met, and it was met by Saul. It says, “But Saul, who also is Paul”, he was not called that, he was that, “filled with the Holy Spirit, fixing his eyes upon him, said, O full of all deceit and craft”. I do not want to go into the details of this magician, I just want to emphasise what there was in Paul. His name means little, he was that, and the Lord was able to use him. He was able to bring him forward at this point. We shall not have the place that he has, but there is a need for leadership in a moral sense; moral power and moral influence. That is open to brothers and sisters, but it can only be as we go this way, not in any desire to exalt ourselves. 

Then in verse 13, we have Paul and his company mentioned for the first time. I do not think any brother at the present time, however gifted, could be spoken of as having his company. 

Here it was “Paul and his company”. I believe they would come under the influence of Paul in a right way, they would be congenial companions to Paul. They would be humble-minded persons; persons who are prepared for the path that Paul was on. The list of things we mentioned in 1 Corinthians 4 is challenging, but Paul and his company would be such persons. But it says here, “John separated from them and returned to Jerusalem”. John Mark was not prepared for this path here but later he was recovered to Paul’s company. Paul said to Timothy, “Take Mark, and bring him with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry”, 2 Timothy 4: 11. He was recovered, but at this point he was not prepared for it—it was easier in Jerusalem. There were conspicuous men there too and he went back to Jerusalem. 

I just leave this with us that we may be exercised on this line. The more the truth has its way with us, the more it will produce this feature with us. Let us be under the Lord’s hand. It has been said that whilst we should not forget John’s ministry, let us cleave to Paul. Paul’s ministry is a great test at the present time; the character of manhood seen in Paul, the littleness is the test. It is a question whether we can go on in this way, beloved brethren. I think this is the way the truth in its Pauline character, the height of the truth, will be maintained amongst us, as this spirit is found amongst us. May we be helped in it for the Lord’s name. 

Address at Barbados
11 October 1997 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 11:5-6 (JND) [5] And righteousness shall be the girdle of his reins, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them.

Matthew 18:1-7 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. [4] Whoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, *he* is the greatest in the kingdom of the heavens; [5] and whosoever shall receive one such little child in my name, receives me. [6] But whosoever shall offend one of these little ones who believe in me, it were profitable for him that a great millstone had been hanged upon his neck and he be sunk in the depths of the sea. [7] Woe to the world because of offences! For it must needs be that offences come; yet woe to that man by whom the offence comes!

Mark 9:33-37 (JND) [33] And he came to Capernaum, and being in the house, he asked them, Of what were ye reasoning by the way? [34] And they remained silent, for by the way they had been reasoning with one another who [was] greatest. [35] And sitting down he called the twelve; and he says to them, If any one would be first, he shall be last of all, and minister of all. [36] And taking a little child he set it in their midst, and having taken it in his arms he said to them, [37] Whosoever shall receive one of such little children in my name, receives me; and whosoever shall receive me, does not receive me, but him who sent me.

Luke 9:46-48 (JND) [46] And a reasoning came in amongst them, who should be [the] greatest of them. [47] And Jesus, seeing the reasoning of their heart, having taken a little child set it by him, [48] and said to them, Whosoever shall receive this little child in my name receives me, and whosoever shall receive me receives him that sent me. For he who is the least among you all, *he* is great.

Acts 13:1-13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. [4] They therefore, having been sent forth by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia, and thence sailed away to Cyprus. [5] And being in Salamis, they announced the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John also as [their] attendant. [6] And having passed through the whole island as far as Paphos, they found a certain man a magician, a false prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar-jesus, [7] who was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. *He*, having called Barnabas and Saul to [him], desired to hear the word of God. [8] But Elymas the magician (for so his name is by interpretation) opposed them, seeking to turn away the proconsul from the faith. [9] But Saul, who also [is] Paul, filled with [the] Holy Spirit, fixing his eyes upon him, [10] said, O full of all deceit and all craft: son of [the] devil, enemy of all righteousness; wilt thou not cease perverting the right paths of [the] Lord? [11] And now behold, [the] Lord's hand [is] upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun for a season. And immediately there fell upon him a mist and darkness; and going about he sought persons who should lead him by the hand. [12] Then the proconsul, seeing what had happened, believed, being amazed at the teaching of the Lord. …

Ephesians 3 (JND) [1] For this reason *I* Paul, prisoner of the Christ Jesus for you nations, [2] (if indeed ye have heard of the administration of the grace of God which has been given to me towards you, [3] that by revelation the mystery has been made known to me, (according as I have written before briefly, …

Ephesians 3:8 (JND) [8] To me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given, to announce among the nations the glad tidings of the unsearchable riches of the Christ,

Matthew 17:2 (JND) [2] And he was transfigured before them. And his face shone as the sun, and his garments became white as the light;

2 Peter 1:16 (JND) [16] For we have not made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, following cleverly imagined fables, but having been eyewitnesses of *his* majesty.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Malachi 3 (JND) [1] Behold, I send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me; and the Lord whom ye seek will suddenly come to his temple, and the Angel of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he cometh, saith Jehovah of hosts. [2] But who shall endure the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he will be like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' lye. [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Malachi 3:2-3 (JND) [2] But who shall endure the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he will be like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' lye. [3] And he shall sit [as] a refiner and purifier of silver; and he will purify the children of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver; and they shall offer unto Jehovah an oblation in righteousness.

1 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of [the] mysteries of God. [2] Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful. [3] But for me it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man's day. Nor do I even examine myself. …

1 Corinthians 4:9 (JND) [9] For I think that God has set us the apostles for the last, as appointed to death. For we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and men.

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Luke 22:27 (JND) [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

1 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Let a man so account of us as servants of Christ, and stewards of [the] mysteries of God. [2] Here, further, it is sought in stewards, that a man be found faithful. [3] But for me it is the very smallest matter that I be examined of you or of man's day. Nor do I even examine myself. …

2 Timothy 4:11 (JND) [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry.



THE CONTINUANCE OF THE TESTIMONY

R. H. Brown 

2 Timothy 1: 7–9, 12; 2: 1–7; 3: 10–12; 4: 5–8, 16, 17; Philippians 4: 4–7 

I thought to say a little this evening, dear brethren, as to the continuance of the testimony until the Lord comes. We do not know how long that will be, but persons who love the truth would be concerned as to the continuance of the testimony until the end. From one point of view we can have no doubt about it because the testimony is maintained here in the charge of a divine Person. From that point of view it could never fail. But the question that each of us has to address is whether we will be in the power of the present testimony when the Lord comes. The writer of this epistle was passing off the scene. He had, as he tells us, been valiant in the testimony, but his part in the testimony of our Lord was coming to an end, and he was concerned as to its continuance. I wonder, firstly, whether we are all concerned to be in the testimony of our Lord, and then whether we are concerned as to its continuance. 

In verse 8 of 2 Timothy 1 the apostle says, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord”. It exists here in the scene in which we are. Timothy was not exhorted to inaugurate it and neither are we. He was exhorted not to be ashamed of it. It is a wonderful thing to lay hold of, that there is, in this world, “the testimony of our Lord”. If we are believers, each of us has been reached by that testimony. In some way, through some means, the testimony of our Lord has reached us in divine grace. What a wonderful thing that is! It is something to give thanks for, that the light of a glorified Man in heaven has reached us. It has shone, as Paul says, in our hearts—“Because it is the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts”, 2 Corinthians 4: 6. It has operated towards 

us from the Lord Himself personally. You might trace the way by which divine grace has reached you; you might have listened to a gospel preaching or been affected by a tract. It may be you had godly parents who spoke to you about the Lord and brought you in prayer to Him. 

Whatever the means that were used, the testimony reached you from the Lord Himself. I wonder if that great fact has laid hold of each of us here, that a glorified Man in heaven has Himself drawn near in His testimony to make Himself known. Now there is a purpose in His doing that. It is not simply that you might be restful as to judgment to come, not simply that your sins might be forgiven, but that you might have a part in that testimony that has reached you and enlightened you. 

There are many believers who have been reached by the testimony, who have not appreciated that there was a purpose behind the reaching of them. This passage speaks of the glad tidings in that way. It does not refer here to the forgiveness of sins, it refers to “the power of God; who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace”. What a profound matter that is to think about, that in the counsels of God you were included! In the sovereignty of His grace you were selected, perhaps when your next door neighbour was not; the sovereignty of God moved and chose and selected, and the choice fell on you. What a privilege it is to be the subject of divine and sovereign choice! What a responsibility it is, too, dear hearer, to be here in a world under judgment, conscious of having been the subject of divine and sovereign choice. It was “not according to our works”—there was nothing there to draw it forth, but divine love in all its grace and power operated to secure the objects of its purpose. Then the appeal is not to be ashamed of that testimony. There are many believers who are ashamed of it. Because the testimony is in reproach, because there is suffering attached to it, they are ashamed of the most precious 

possession they could have, the light of another Man in another world. “Be not therefore ashamed”, he says; what a direct appeal it is to a man who was himself a distinguished servant of the Lord. Timothy needed an appeal like this, one who was a true child of Paul and had imbibed what that great apostle could provide. If he needed such an appeal, how much more do we. 

In this epistle that deals with the testimony and its continuance, the apostle faithfully presents the suffering side. He does not gloss over that. He presents faithfully the obstacles that have to be overcome by those who are committed to the testimony of our Lord. But, along with that, he presents the resources that are available. As you read this epistle to his true child it is full of intimate references by the apostle to the resources that had sustained him in his support and valiant defence of the testimony in his lifetime. And he speaks of them not in a doctrinal way, but as experience that he had known. What effect that would have on this man who received this letter, to see what it was that had sustained the apostle in fidelity to the testimony of our Lord, throughout his lifetime from his conversion onwards. He tells us in this first chapter, “I know whom I have believed”—I know Him. It is one thing to be a believer, but it is another thing to know the Lord intimately. The apostle knew Him; he had seen Him. He says, “have I not seen Jesus our Lord?”, 1 Corinthians 9: 1. He was known of Him but he also knew Him. He could speak confidently and reverentially about Him from his knowledge of Him. He had not put his trust in a creed but in a Person who was evidently very precious to him. For Him he had given up all domestic happiness, he had given up every earthly comfort, and he was prepared to suffer even unto bonds as an evil doer. The knowledge of Christ had effected that in the apostle. The more he knew Him, the more he loved Him; the less became his grasp on things here, and the less became his reckoning of the consequences. He knew whom he had believed and he was persuaded. 

I have often thought that Paul, naturally speaking, would not be an easy man to persuade. He was not one of these gullible people who could be taken in by the frivolous fancy of the time. 

He says, “I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded”—that speaks of deep conviction in his soul—“that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him”. There has been much speculation as to what Paul is referring to there. I do not enter into it save to say that he had really entrusted himself; he had really entrusted his life to Christ. I have no doubt, as he came to the end of his course, he was prepared to leave with Christ, his service and all he had done in his life. He left it, I say with reverence, in capable hands. He says, I am persuaded “that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him”. I have often wondered whether Timothy himself was part of that deposit that Paul entrusted to Christ in his prayers over his true child. Then he is concerned for the continuance of the testimony and the preservation of this man amidst the hostile currents that were prevailing. 

He could leave the scene of testimony with peace in his soul as to that. He speaks elsewhere of “abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord”, 1 Corinthians 15: 58. 

In the second chapter he speaks of the exigencies of the testimony, and what is called for in those that commit themselves to it. He uses the figures of a soldier, an athlete and a husbandman. Then he says, “Think of what I say”. Much has been said as to that expression embracing the whole of what he has said, but I am thinking particularly of what he has just said about the soldier and the athlete and the husbandman. One feels the need for oneself to ponder and reflect more on what comes to us from the Lord. There is not much time for it, life is busy, but the apostle deliberately exhorts this younger man to “Think of what I say”. 

Then, he says, “for the Lord will give thee understanding”. You get there his knowledge of the Lord. All that he could 

do, all that any of us can do, is to present the truth to one another. But he was confident that as this young man set himself to think about what the apostle said, so divine light would flood into his soul in the way of understanding. That is the way it works. The Lord looks for some committal and then He rejoices to respond to it. You remember the eunuch in the chariot; he was reading although he did not understand, but the Lord gave him understanding. He said to Philip, when he was asked if he understood, “How should I then be able unless some one guide me?”, Acts 8: 31. None of us can understand the word of God without divine guidance, and it is available. But Paul says, “Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding”. 

I think it particularly focuses our attention on this first part of the chapter, “No one going as a soldier”. To commit oneself to the testimony is to commit oneself to a life of soldiering; to commit oneself to conflict. He says, “No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life”. That is an analogy we are familiar with, but much more so I suppose in the day when he wrote. No Roman soldier would have been allowed to become entangled with the affairs of life. He was at the behest of his commander, to be sent, wherever and whenever he chose. There is nothing, I believe, that has more weakened the testimony publicly than entanglement with the affairs of life. There are many true believers who profess to love the Lord but they settle comfortably into the affairs of life. The testimony, and any part in it, is really too demanding. There is an appeal to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ. We were reading locally of that moment at the end of Revelation, when He comes forth on a white horse as the Faithful and True. John says, “the armies which are in the heaven followed him”. 

Nothing is said there of their exploits or their valour, all is attributed to Christ, as the beast and the false prophet are taken and finally dealt with; but the armies which are in the heaven followed Him upon white horses (see Revelation 19: 11, 14). There is a great heavenly company who have proved their valour in the scene of testimony, in the time of His absence, and they are part of the victory parade. There are many who might wish to be associated with Christ then, as He comes forth publicly as the Victor, but that is the day of display. There is a testimony now to what is so soon to be displayed. The call today is as urgent as it was when Paul wrote to Timothy, that there might be persons who are committed to it; sanctified, as he says later in this chapter, serviceable to the Master, and prepared for every good work. 

The runner or athlete, it says, must contend lawfully. He cannot run across the track in the wrong direction, or cross somebody else’s path. The race has to be run but run according to the rules. What is our resource in the testimony? Again as you think about what the apostle says, you can see that the testimony has been greatly weakened by the use of human resource, human wisdom, human expedience and the introduction of what is of man. How it has greatly impaired the testimony when believers have sought to defend the testimony of our Lord by human means and fleshly means. Then he says, “The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits”. Now is the time for labour, as the apostle says, “we labour and suffer reproach” (1 Timothy 4: 10), one of these things that he exhorts, but of which he was himself an expression. He points out the difficulties, but I think in this epistle too he points out the resources. He speaks about the firm foundation of God—it stands, having the seal upon it. It may be a part of the Scripture that some of us are fearful of, because of the extreme uses to which it has been put in the past, but this is a very blessed scripture—“the firm foundation of God stands”. It stands amidst all these hostile currents, and it has this seal, “The Lord knows those that are his”. That is a great comfort, but it is also a proof or evidence of the decline. It is true, “The Lord knows those that are his”, but they should be known amongst men. 

In the early days of Christianity those who were the Lord’s were known publicly, and united into one body; but in the day we are in they are scattered, they are unrecognisable as a collective body. We are thankful for every one that we can walk with in happy fellowship. 

Our company is found in fellowship by the pursuit of these great principles, righteousness, faith, love and peace. As they are pursued you will find those with whom we can have fellowship—“those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. They do that characteristically. I think the apostle is speaking of persons who are committed to the testimony of our Lord here in His absence; they call upon Him characteristically, and they do so out of a pure heart. Their motive is a pure one. He exhorts him too to avoid vain babblings and disputes of words, and he tells him in this very chapter that a bondman of the Lord ought not to contend. He is not to become involved in such disputes. They are a side issue, they would distract from the great matters on hand. You will remember that in Acts 6 a dispute as to money arose concerning the widows, the Hellenists. The apostles put that matter into competent hands, that it might not cause bitterness among the brethren, but they were not themselves diverted from their work. He tells him to avoid these things. May we heed his exhortation, dear brethren. The tendency of our hearts is often to become involved in such things; babblings and disputes and arguments. These things will reduce the impact of the testimony of our Lord and we are to avoid them. 

Now the apostle in chapter 3 says that Timothy had been acquainted with his teaching and with his conduct. He knew what Paul taught and he knew how he lived. There was in this servant of the Lord a way of life that commended the testimony and the ministry that he ministered. That has been a matter of great weakness in the testimony, that there have been persons who, to put it simply, have not practised what they preached. 

There is a great need, with each one of us, for consistency with the truth in the detail of our lives, so that there should be power in the testimony. So that it should be seen that the truth is practical and it works and it is seen, not in a creed, but in the lives and conduct of men and women. It was seen in the life of this beloved man. He says to Timothy, You have been acquainted with it. He knew how Paul lived; he knew what he taught, he knew what he had suffered, and what he had endured. He knew how brave Paul had been in the testimony, but he gives him the secret of his courage here. He says in chapter 1, “for God has not given us a spirit of cowardice”. If I have that spirit I have not got it from God. Paul was brave in the testimony, but he speaks here of the Lord, “the Lord delivered me out of all”. I think that is a most touching reference. It rings with the affection the apostle had for Christ personally. 

Then he says, “And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted”. 

We are in a world where the light is rejected still. Christ was rejected, He who was the light of the world. The testimony to Him in glory is rejected, and those who seek to be true to it will come under persecution. But the resources are here, that the Lord delivered him out of all. 

In the next chapter he speaks of not being delivered. He does not speak in his first defence of the Lord delivering him from that. He had to go through with it. What an ordeal that must have been for the apostle to appear before that corrupt and depraved Roman Emperor with the absolute power of life or death over him at his cruel whim, and no one stood with him. 

Many had been happy to travel with Paul as he moved and ministered, as miracles were wrought, but here he says they turned away from him. “At my first defence”, he says, “no man stood with me”. O, dear brethren, I am affected by it as I speak of it; to think of the precious heritage that has come down to us; the faithful men that have gone before. They have ministered, they have devoted their lives that we might have such a heritage. How do we 

regard it? Is it precious? If the Lord does not come, will it be passed on by us unimpaired? 

What has come down to us in our time at such cost! He says, “At my first defence no man stood with me”. Immediately he says, “May it not be imputed to them”. You see how he is reflecting the testimony even in the hour of trial. What is coming out of the apostle is not bitterness or resentment, but the testimony. The grace of God is radiating from this beloved man as he completes his course. And he give us the secret of it; he says, “But the Lord stood with me”. He did not deliver him out of it, but He went through it with him. He committed himself to the Lord, and the Lord committed Himself to Paul, He stood with him. I have no doubt there are others in this room who have proved that. There are persons in this room who have had to appear before tribunals and the like, who have proved the reality of what Paul speaks of here; that the Lord did not forsake them, even though their brethren may have done, but He went through it with them. What an experience! 

One often thinks of the family at Bethany in John 11. The Lord could have delivered them out of that trial, but He waited two days. They sent to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick”, but He waited. He did not remove the pressure, He did not remove the suffering, but He entered into it with them. He went to that tomb and wept with them. What you find later in John 12 is that they made Him a supper. He had become supreme to their hearts. Martha could speak of the resurrection, saying, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day”, John 11: 24. That was a blessed thing to know, but she knew something more, something greater of the love of God. They made Him a supper; He had become everything to them as they proved Him in the worst and found that He was equal to it. These are very real things, and there are many who are passing through deep waters of suffering of one kind and another. As the Lord is sought He will be found, and He will stand with you. That is a 

very blessed experience. This is not exactly doctrine or teaching, it is experience. As Paul stood up before that dread and arbitrary and immoral man, he was conscious of a power that was not his own. He was conscious that the Lord Himself could personally identify Himself with him and give him power. 

So he says in these verse in Philippians, “Rejoice in the Lord always”. I just wanted to close with that word. Let us think about these three words in this section—‘always’, ‘nothing’, and 

‘everything’. Let nothing take away your joy in Christ or spoil your portion in Him. The burden of all the assemblies pressed upon Paul, the man who wrote this, as well as the physical persecution that he suffered. But when he wrote to the Corinthians he said, “as grieved, but always rejoicing; as poor, but enriching many; as having nothing, and possessing all things”, 2 Corinthians 6: 10. I wonder if anyone in this room has ever been reduced to that—“as having nothing”. Those were the conditions that the testimony led this beloved man into, but he says, “Rejoice in the Lord always”. I think if I had nothing it would press upon me greatly, but he says, “Be careful about nothing”. He is not exhorting us to be careless, but he is speaking about agitation and distress of mind that would interfere with our portion in Christ. So he says, “Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God”. The apostle who wrote these words could speak of boasting in tribulation. I do not think I could say that, but the knowledge of the Lord in his soul was such that he could speak about giving thanks in everything, because every experience yielded, I suppose, in his soul a fresh knowledge and appreciation of the Saviour. 

May that be our exercise, dear brethren, that we are on more intimate terms with Him, that He means more to us, and that our committal to His precious Name here in testimony, still despised and rejected, may be the greater. I believe the two go together. If there is 

greater committal and attachment to the testimony, there would be an intimacy with the Saviour that perhaps we have never known before. These things are addressed as much to me as to anyone in this room, but I feel, and no doubt others would share it, that we are at a crucial point in the testimony. It is a great question as to whether we are going to be entangled with the affairs of life, or whether we are going to be good soldiers of Jesus Christ. 

May it be the latter, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Maidstone
7 November 1998 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:7-12 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations. [12] For which cause also I suffer these things; but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep for that day the deposit I have entrusted to him.

2 Timothy 2:1-7 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier. [5] And if also any one contend [in the games], he is not crowned unless he contend lawfully. [6] The husbandman must labour before partaking of the fruits. [7] Think of what I say, for the Lord will give thee understanding in all things.

2 Timothy 3:10-12 (JND) [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance, [11] persecutions, sufferings: what [sufferings] happened to me in Antioch, in Iconium, in Lystra; what persecutions I endured; and the Lord delivered me out of all. [12] And all indeed who desire to live piously in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

2 Timothy 4:5-17 (JND) [5] But *thou*, be sober in all things, bear evils, do [the] work of an evangelist, fill up the full measure of thy ministry. [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing. [9] Use diligence to come to me quickly; [10] for Demas has forsaken me, having loved the present age, and is gone to Thessalonica; Crescens to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. [11] Luke alone is with me. Take Mark, and bring [him] with thyself, for he is serviceable to me for ministry. [12] But Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. [13] The cloak which I left behind [me] in Troas at Carpus's, bring when thou comest, and the books, especially the parchments. [14] Alexander the smith did many evil things against me. The Lord will render to him according to his works. [15] Against whom be *thou* also on thy guard, for he has greatly withstood our words. [16] At my first defence no man stood with me, but all deserted me. May it not be imputed to them. …

Philippians 4:4-7 (JND) [4] Rejoice in [the] Lord always: again I will say, Rejoice. [5] Let your gentleness be known of all men. The Lord [is] near. [6] Be careful about nothing; but in everything, by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; [7] and the peace of God, which surpasses every understanding, shall guard your hearts and your thoughts by Christ Jesus.

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

2 Corinthians 4:6 (JND) [6] Because [it is] the God who spoke that out of darkness light should shine who has shone in our hearts for the shining forth of the knowledge of the glory of God in [the] face of [Jesus] Christ.

1 Corinthians 9:1 (JND) [1] Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not *ye* my work in [the] Lord?

1 Corinthians 15:58 (JND) [58] So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in [the] Lord.

Acts 8:31 (JND) [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him.

Revelation 19:11-14 (JND) [11] And I saw the heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and one sitting on it, [called] Faithful and True, and he judges and makes war in righteousness. [12] And his eyes are a flame of fire, and upon his head many diadems, having a name written which no one knows but himself; [13] and [he is] clothed with a garment dipped in blood; and his name is called The Word of God. [14] And the armies which [are] in the heaven followed him upon white horses, clad in white, pure, fine linen.

1 Timothy 4:10 (JND) [10] for, for this we labour and suffer reproach, because we hope in a living God, who is preserver of all men, specially of those that believe.

Acts 6 (JND) [1] But in those days, the disciples multiplying in number, there arose a murmuring of the Hellenists against the Hebrews because their widows were overlooked in the daily ministration. [2] And the twelve, having called the multitude of the disciples to [them], said, It is not right that we, leaving the word of God, should serve tables. [3] Look out therefore, brethren, from among yourselves seven men, well reported of, full of [the] [Holy] Spirit and wisdom, whom we will establish over this business: …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

John 12 (JND) [1] Jesus therefore, six days before the passover, came to Bethany, where was the dead [man] Lazarus, whom Jesus raised from among [the] dead. [2] There therefore they made him a supper, and Martha served, but Lazarus was one of those at table with him. [3] Mary therefore, having taken a pound of ointment of pure nard of great price, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair, and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. …

John 11:24 (JND) [24] Martha says to him, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection in the last day.

2 Corinthians 6:10 (JND) [10] as grieved, but always rejoicing; as poor, but enriching many; as having nothing, and possessing all things.



ALWAYS IN TOUCH WITH JESUS

Miss Annie S. Flett 

Always in touch with Jesus, 

O, holy, sweet employ, 

Enjoying His blest presence, 

His love without alloy. 

Always in touch with Jesus, 

Learning like Him to be, 

Ready, when He comes for us, 

To share His company. 

— lines written in her first year of illness, at the age of seventeen. 

 


EXTRACTS

I would urge you, young people, see to it that you have the Holy Spirit, and not only that you have the Holy Spirit, but that you are filled with the Holy Spirit. If you are filled with the Holy Spirit, Christ will be all to you. You say, ‘How do I know that I am filled with the Spirit?’ By Christ being all to you. The Holy Spirit will 

say to you, No, not that but Christ. You say, ‘Well what about this book, I have had to read it at school, what about it now?’ What would the Holy Spirit say? Are there lies in it? Is it about Christ? Does it help you in regard of Christ, or does it hinder you in regard of Christ? If it hinders you, the Holy Spirit would say to you, ‘Not that book but Christ’, and, you may depend upon it that if that is the state of your soul, if there is the disallowance of all that is not of Christ, and the urging of what is of Christ, that is the principle of being filled with the Holy Spirit. If you allow bad books the demons will come back to you through them. I believe demons are largely employed in writing books at the present time. There never has been such a time as this for books, and so it is the devil’s way, for men want books and a great amount of time is devoted to reading. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 36, pp.300, 301) 

And so I read in Ephesians, it says, “And be not drunk with wine ... but be filled with the Spirit”; and then it goes on to give the details as to the effect of being thus filled—“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”. The question is constantly being raised as to young people, what are we going to do with them? Give them the best thing you have; they are worthy of the best. They brought little children to the Lord that He might lay His hands on them and pray. You may say, ‘Why did they not bring those little ones to Peter or John, they could have understood Peter and John better than the Lord’. But they brought them to Jesus. The very best that heaven could give them was there, and those who brought these children knew it, so they did not go to any one inferior, they brought them to the Lord, and it was that He might lay His hands on them and pray. Think of the Lord interceding for the little ones! Could I expect the Lord to pray that they might 

become more accomplished in earthly pursuits? No, He would not pray for them in that relation. He would pray for them to be delivered from that. He laid His hands on them, and blessed them, and departed thence. What did He depart to do? To die for them. He has gone into heaven for them, and He gives heaven’s best gift to them—the Holy Spirit. What the Holy Spirit has brought into the world is the best, and it is not too good for them. It is a question of wisdom, how to bring it to them, but be sure of this, they are worthy of the best, and they understand more than we give them credit for sometimes. But then the word here is, “be filled with the Spirit”. If you profess to be a believer and have the Spirit, then the next thing is to be filled. And then we have the details working out as I said—“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs ... making melody in your heart to the Lord”. What a delightful occupation this is! The vessels are filled; filled—not only with light but with the Spirit, and the outcome is, “singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord”. We are in accord, I believe, with heaven in this employ. It is not a question here of the meetings exactly, of worship in the meetings, it is more what marks the saints generally. Then what follows upon being filled and the outlet of song is, “Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

Thus as the saints are filled with the Spirit, we get the singing to ourselves, and then making melody in the heart to the Lord. The Lord would thus have His part in everything, whether it be a happy season together in one of our houses, or in the assembly, and it is a challenge to one’s heart, Can the Lord have part in this? 

J. Taylor (Vol. 36, pp.302, 303) 
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