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DIVINE GRACE PRESENTED IN CHRIST

G. C. McKay 

Luke 4: 16–22; 6: 6–11; 7: 36–42; 23: 33, 34, 39–43

What Luke’s gospel has in mind is that divine grace has come near to man in Christ. At one place the Lord Jesus in Luke asked His disciples what they said about Him and Peter said, 

“The Christ of God”, Luke 9: 20. That means Peter recognised that He was the anointed One of God, the anointed One to bring grace to men. Peter laid hold of this wondrous fact that God had raised up One as a vessel for His grace to express it to men, the Christ of God. In Luke 4 He read from Esaias, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”, the anointed One to bring grace to men. It is a very wonderful thing, and what I am seeking to convey is not simply the attractiveness of grace but (I trust this does not sound too harsh) the fact that in a sense in the glad tidings you are confronted with grace. God brings the whole force of the glad tidings as expressed in Christ to bear upon you. You are really confronted with it, you cannot pass it by. 

It becomes a kind of test; How are you going to react? In a sense you cannot escape this and yet it is grace, wonderful grace presented to you, God’s disposition in Christ. In Luke’s gospel persons were confronted by divine grace. Some reacted in one way and some another. 

That is why I read the section where the man with the withered hand was told to stand up by the Lord. He stood up in the midst of all these unsympathetic people, and the Lord asked if it were right to heal on the sabbath. He looked around on them all, and the man was standing there, a man with a withered hand, thus impaired. He stood there and the Lord was confronting them with the fact that divine grace was here to heal, and they were seeking to hinder, going to find an excuse, a religious reason even to hinder. That is what I have in mind; grace is not something that you can afford to 

trifle with, something that you can just pass by. It is not just a casual matter on God’s part. He has invested all His grace and disposition in Christ; He is presenting to you a Saviour of such grace. One who has power to make that grace effective, power to forgive sins as this gospel brings out. By going into death He laid the basis for your salvation and mine. There is grace available in the way of power in Christ. So you see, you cannot afford to ignore it; to ignore the glad tidings is to slight it. God’s love is too great, the sacrifice of Christ is too great for you to be casual about it. To treat it casually is really just to neglect and to refuse it. Divine grace is a compelling matter. God brings it to bear upon you. If you are going to be saved, you will have to succumb to the offers of divine grace and bow in repentance, acknowledging your position and taking advantage of the grace of God; or you may harden yourself and turn aside. Do not harden yourself! Where there is an overture of divine grace, there might be a tendency to resist, to harden yourself. Pharaoh, in the Old Testament, hardened his heart, and after that it says God hardened him and the thing became fixed for ever. 

Divine grace was presented to these persons in Nazareth where the Lord was brought up. How gracious these little touches are, the way Luke expresses things. “And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up”, referring to the humanity of the Lord Jesus. In chapter 2 He went down to Nazareth and He was in subjection to His parents. That is very interesting, bringing out beautiful traits of perfection in Christ, even as a boy of twelve. He went down to Nazareth and He was in subjection to His mother and father who had misunderstood Him. He was brought up there, showing the perfect humanity of the Lord Jesus. Here in chapter 4 we are reading of the time when He was anointed, a wonderful time when God’s grace began to show itself in this way. It was accredited and official that there was a blessed Man here who was anointed from on high so that divine grace could be preached to men. Jesus was the vessel of divine grace. It says in chapter 3, “Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him” (Luke 3: 21, 22). So here He speaks of Himself as anointed. God presents Christ to you so that in Him you might see His own love and grace, and that there might be power available to you as you accept Him. 

And so He stood up to read and the details are all there; the simplicity and dignity of the way the Lord acted and served so that there was nothing to repel. I am speaking of being confronted with divine grace, but that does not mean to say that it challenges you in that sense; divine grace was there in Jesus in the simplest and most precious way. And so He stood up to read and He unrolled the book. The book was given to Him; you may say they are simple details but they are precious because they speak of the perfect humanity of Jesus, the way He did things. There was nothing in what He did or the way He did it that would prejudice people or turn them against Him. Everything He did was in dignity and in divine grace because He was the anointed One. It was visible, it was seen, it could not be denied, the way He was speaking, the way He was acting, the way He stood up, the way He read. The Spirit of God was upon Him. He found the place, the very place which spoke of the very moment in which He was, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”. This was the Christ of God speaking. He was now come, foretold in the Old Testament, but now there in the synagogue in Nazareth where He was brought up, where persons knew Him. He was speaking simply and preaching and so He brings out this beautiful scripture about being anointed to preach glad tidings to the poor. These expressions coming in from the Old Testament show what God had in mind for man, what He had in mind for the poor and for the captives and for the blind and for the crushed. These are the persons that are in mind in Luke’s gospel, the persons who need something, who need divine grace. I trust you have some sense of needing divine grace; if you feel your need of it it is there for you. 

All these things are there in the acceptable year of the Lord, and He says, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your ears”. So there it was, present there. What a day that was when this scripture was fulfilled in the ears of the people in the synagogue, and what a day this is! 

It is still the day of the glad tidings. The scripture still applies, not that the Lord Jesus is here any more. He is on high, He has accomplished His work, but the divine grace that He expressed is still there, it is still available to you, and so what a day this is. We can read the Scriptures and they become living to us, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ” (John 1: 17): that is not just that the thoughts or ideas of grace and truth subsist through Jesus Christ, but they substantially subsist through that Man; grace and truth are there in Him. That is where they exist, “grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ”. It remains, therefore, for you and for me to lay hold of God’s grace and mercy to us at the present time. These persons were confronted with it and there was nothing to antagonise them, there was nothing but what would appeal. In fact the testimony of scripture is that they all bore witness to Him. Nobody could say anything else, there were words of grace coming out of His mouth. I would love to have heard these words coming out of His mouth, these wonderful words of the Lord Jesus, these words that were coming from His heart for men. He was the Christ of God, a blessed Man among men, and His heart filled with the love of God and grace towards men. 

“And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?” and everything changed at that point in the scripture. Up to that point they were bearing witness to the words of grace, there it was available to them in Christ and then something stumbled them. They knew that He was brought up in Nazareth and so they said, “Is not this the son of Joseph?” They were not going to accept Him. He had been there in the streets of Nazareth for He had lived there. He had been brought up there, and now they turn against Him. “And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?” It does not sound very much, just a murmur, just a complaint, just a criticism, but it is in the face of all this grace. They had been confronted with divine grace; it was so great, so marvellous; everything was available for them, the crushed, the blind, everything was available for them, for God had come so near to man. I would say to everyone here, It is too wonderful to trifle with. You cannot murmur, you cannot criticise; it is all too wonderful and too great. God is presenting Christ to you, presenting Christ to men in that way so that they might respond and might answer to the overtures of divine grace. So they begin to carp, “Is not this the son of Joseph?”, and the Lord Jesus immediately takes them up. 

He could not pass this by. You wonder that He turned from speaking so graciously to speaking so severely. You wonder at it that His grace was being refused there. He said, “Ye will surely say to me this parable, Physician, heal thyself”. They would look for wonders and signs, “whatsoever we have heard has taken place in Capernaum do here also in thine own country”. 

Then He speaks about the widows in Israel in the days of Elias, to whom the prophet was not sent, but to Sarepta of Sidonia, somebody outside Israel. He was saying to them really, whether they would understand Him or not. If you do not want divine grace I will go somewhere else, and that is true too. If you do not want the gospel someone else will get it. 

God’s grace is not going to be overcome; He is not going to be thwarted, and if you do not want it someone else will get it. That is the way God will work; there were persons in Israel who did not want it. God said, I will give it to the nations; I will send away to Sidonia and bring in the blessing. I will give it to Naaman the Syrian if the privileged persons who have heard the gospel do not want it. I will spread it out. And that is the way the gospel has come. God has extended it out to those who are willing to receive it, to the poor people of the nations. Then they sought to kill Jesus. I believe it would be a right thing to say, you are confronted with divine grace and it is too wonderful and too precious to trifle with. We have to give full way to it. If we are speaking to believers we would be free to say, Give full way to divine grace. You believe in the gospel but have you given full way to the gospel? It would be a dreadful thing to slight the gospel or just begin to criticise this wonderful grace that has come; but perhaps it would also be a poor thing to accept it just a little, as much as suits myself, and not be fully and deeply imbued with the sense of divine grace and mercy. We sang about mercy and we spoke in the reading about grace, the glory of God’s grace, and the riches of His grace, and here is the vessel of His grace, and it has a great end in mind. How much we ought to pay attention to what has come to us in the glad tidings! 

Now this theme that I am speaking of really runs right through the gospel and I could have read a number of sections, but I thought of the one in chapter 6 because the Lord Jesus made this man stand up there in the midst of the synagogue. It is remarkable too that not only did the Lord Jesus get the man to stand up in the midst of the Pharisees and the others, but He looked round on them all. “I will ask you if it is lawful on the sabbath to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it? And having looked around on them all”. I think in the glad tidings the Lord Jesus looks around. Heaven is watching, looking around, and divine grace is there to heal. He must have looked at every one of them. Think of the Lord Jesus Himself looking in an appealing way, what is the response going to be? What is the answer going to be in your heart and mine as the glad tidings comes? Then He speaks to the man with the withered hand, “Stretch out thy hand. And he did so and his hand was restored as the other. 

But they were filled with madness”. Things became worse; if we neglect the glad tidings things become worse. I am sure there has been many a gospel preaching like this one when persons were brought to a kind of crossroads, a point of decision whether they would submit to the glad tidings and come in repentance to the Saviour, or whether they would harden themselves. The point of crisis comes. Are you going to accept the gospel or are you not? 

Persons turn away and then they go on a downward path. Well here it says, “they were filled with madness, and they spoke together among themselves what they should do to Jesus”. It was said prophetically by Simeon as to the Lord Jesus at the beginning of this gospel that “this child is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel”, Luke 2: 34. That was the Lord Jesus, He was set. The Jews could not avoid this great overture of God coming among them in Christ, and persons were going to be tested, “that the thoughts may be revealed from many hearts”. This is a testing point; divine grace is a most wonderful matter but it is the greatest test to man, as to how he will respond. 

We often speak of this woman in Luke 7. I want to speak about how Simon was confronted with divine grace. He was given a wonderful privilege. I do not know how Simon ended up; there is nothing very hopeful said about him but we have to leave that. There is certainly no sign that he became deeply affected at all by what proceeds, but he is confronted by divine grace, and I am sure it is touching just to think about it. Even if Simon did not get the benefit there is still a wonderful picture of divine grace. What happens in this man’s house, by his own invitation, is that the Vessel of grace is there; Jesus is there. It is beautiful in Luke’s gospel how He comes into a person’s house and is available. We can say that in the glad tidings Christ is available. I know He has gone on high, He has accomplished His work, He has suffered and died, been into the grave and risen again, and He has ascended on high, but then He is still available. His name is preached in testimony here and He is still available; the power that is resident in Christ and in His work is still available. Here Simon had this special privilege, that in his house, at his table, the Saviour Himself was there. 

Then divine grace did something else for him; it brought into his house an example of someone who loves Christ; a wonderful thing. He clearly had not invited the woman. He had invited the Lord for whatever motive but he had not invited the woman; but God saw to it that he had not only Jesus there speaking to him and available to him but he had an example there in his own house of what divine grace does with a person. It was grace that affected this woman, this woman who was a sinner, not repelled, not fleeing from the holiness of the Saviour, but attracted. She knew where He was and came and ministered to Him so beautifully, using an alabaster box of myrrh. I suppose it might speak of her appreciation that He was going a suffering way. She anointed His feet with the myrrh. It has often been spoken of, divine grace expressed in the movements of Jesus. Then the tears—how much she provided in herself, her tears and her hair used—for the wiping of His feet, and the kisses too; she kissed His feet. And so Simon saw this wonderful sight and he seemed to be quite unmoved by it. All he was taken up with was the kind of woman she was, she was a sinner, and he was perplexed that Jesus did not recoil from the touch of this woman. He allowed her to minister to Him, and there she was, an example. 

God works in remarkable ways and gives persons opportunities, and one of the ways He works, I believe, is He gives you an example. He brings into your life someone who loves Jesus. That is one of the great supports of the gospel that there are persons who actually represent the gospel. In fact I suppose the full result of the gospel is brought about when you become the kind of person who is a picture of what the gospel does. With such persons you can see their lives, their demeanour, the tranquillity of their soul, you can see the way they speak about the Lord Jesus; they are examples. I am sure as children we were affected by that; I can speak for myself and others can speak about how when you are young you are affected by persons in whom the glad tidings have had their effect. So there are examples and grace gave this man an example. 

Then look what the Lord Jesus says to Simon, carefully and graciously. He did not force it on him; “And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee”. I suppose if Simon had said, I do not want to hear it, that would have been the end. However he says, “Teacher, say it. There were two debtors of a certain creditor—one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them their debt”. He forgave both of them, so there it is. It is for you, Simon, too; if you are only a fifty denarii debtor, if you do not think you owe much, you can be forgiven too. This woman, she is the five hundred denarii debtor and she loves the One who forgave her sins, but then what about the other one who owed fifty? He forgave both of them. That was an appeal to Simon. 

Forgiveness was there for him if he wished, the opportunity to come into the situation of being a lover of Jesus. Simon was intelligent, he could see what the Lord meant and answered, “I suppose he to whom he forgave the most”. And He said to him, “Thou hast rightly judged”. Then He points to the woman. 

That is very wonderful, the glad tidings have ever been supported by persons who love Christ and have evidences of what it is to have their sins forgiven. Are your sins forgiven? It is a wonderful thing, the forgiveness of sins, things are not held against you. That is the whole attitude of God at the present time, not imputing to men their offences. It is not the time of reckoning up your sins. There will be a time of reckoning up sins, there will be a time for that for those who do not believe. Sins will be reckoned up, and they will be reckoned up accurately and unerringly, but it is not the time for that. “God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences”, 2 Corinthians 5: 19. So that is the situation at the present time. 

Not only is God not imputing offences but He is prepared to forgive them for those who understand the path that Jesus has taken. Divine grace made Him take that path, and it was for me. I suppose this woman was just laying claim to it, as it were saying, This Vessel of grace came for me. Have you ever said that, For me? You can say that too, Jesus died for me. In faith you can claim it and say, It was for me He came in wondrous grace. 

I thought to finish with this wonderful scene on the cross when Jesus was crucified, and to speak about how the malefactors were confronted with divine grace. You can see from where we read that they were there when this wicked act took place, when men in their cruelty put the Vessel of grace on the cross. It says, “when they came to the place which is called Skull”; what a place I suppose it must refer to the human mind. The clever people of the world contain some of those who are most hostile. When they came to that place, “there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”. The malefactors must have heard Him say that for they were beside Him. Think of these malefactors being there and the Lord Jesus there on the cross, put there by men, and He speaking in divine grace and appealing to the Father, “Father, forgive them”, asking forgiveness for those who were crucifying Him. 

The malefactors heard that. What are they going to do in the presence of such grace, that appeal for forgiveness in such a terrible circumstance? Verses 39–43 tell us the effect of it. One of the malefactors spoke insultingly, not affected by divine grace, “Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us”, speaking bitterly and sceptically against Him. 

Then this other man must have been affected by what he heard, affected by the One who was beside him and what was expressed in Him at such a moment. It was the Person and the way He spoke, and no doubt the divine operation too in the soul of this poor man. Think of him, as it were seeking to protect Jesus, rebuking the other malefactor, taking Jesus’ part against him, “Dost thou too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? and we indeed justly”. I suppose in a sense he was preaching too, “and we indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this man has done nothing amiss”. 

There was a kind of appeal in it too, “we indeed justly”. He was taking his place as a sinner, and he was pointing out to the other man that he was a sinner too. I suppose the preacher has to do that. The preacher cannot simply stand and say that the audience are all sinners, for he is one himself; but then divine grace is available for all. It was available for both malefactors, but one took advantage of it. He said to Jesus, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. It was wonderful that he had that thought. There was the inscription above the cross, “This is the King of the Jews”, but his light for this was indeed the King. I suppose he must have understood from the Person who was there that He must be the King. That is a thing about the Lord Jesus. He has been given the official place in heaven; He is crowned with glory and honour and He is worthy of it. It is an official position, but underlying the official glories of the Lord Jesus there is the wonder and beauty of His person and the grace of His manhood. And so, I think this malefactor had some thought of that, “Remember me, Lord, when thou comest in thy kingdom”. 

Then that final word, “Verily I say to thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. Not simply that, Today shalt thou be in paradise, but “with me”. What a volume is expressed in those simple words of scripture! That is what the Lord would comfort him with, not only that he would be in paradise, but he would be with Christ. The Lord Jesus Himself no doubt would rejoice in that. It has been said that the malefactor was given to the Lord Jesus at this point to be a companion for Him in paradise. Think of that, the Lord Jesus in paradise, but not alone, He had one of those redeemed by His precious 

blood with Him. So it will be for every one who loves the Lord Jesus, he will be with Christ. 

That is the great end in view, with Him for ever. Here is a poor malefactor who was going to be with Christ. It is very touching, and shows the magnitude of what is presented in the glad tidings. I think you can understand that you cannot neglect it. There is a compelling power in it. You bring terrible guilt on yourself if you reject the gospel and the supreme grace of it. 

There is nothing more we can do if you are going to reject this wonderful gospel; there is nothing more God can give you, it is His best, His greatest, His most wonderful thoughts, and they are available for you. You are confronted with this. You must lay hold of this, you cannot reject this. If you do, there is nothing else that can be done, but thank God it is the day of grace; these things are available now as we speak. For His name’s sake. 

Preaching at Grangemouth
14 April 2002 

 


Scripture references

Luke 4:16-22 (JND) [16] And he came to Nazareth, where he was brought up; and he entered, according to his custom, into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and stood up to read. [17] And [the] book of the prophet Esaias was given to him; and having unrolled the book he found the place where it was written, [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered, [19] to preach [the] acceptable year of [the] Lord. [20] And having rolled up the book, when he had delivered it up to the attendant, he sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon him. [21] And he began to say to them, To-day this scripture is fulfilled in your ears. [22] And all bore witness to him, and wondered at the words of grace which were coming out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this the son of Joseph?

Luke 6:6-11 (JND) [6] And it came to pass on another sabbath also that he entered into the synagogue and taught; and there was a man there, and his right hand was withered. [7] And the scribes and the Pharisees were watching if he would heal on the sabbath, that they might find something of which to accuse him. [8] But *he* knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the withered hand, Get up, and stand in the midst. And having risen up he stood [there]. [9] Jesus therefore said to them, I will ask you if it is lawful on the sabbath to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy [it]? [10] And having looked around on them all, he said to him, Stretch out thy hand. And he did [so] and his hand was restored as the other. [11] But *they* were filled with madness, and they spoke together among themselves what they should do to Jesus.

Luke 7:36-42 (JND) [36] But one of the Pharisees begged him that he would eat with him. And entering into the house of the Pharisee he took his place at table; [37] and behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, and knew that he was sitting at meat in the house of the Pharisee, having taken an alabaster box of myrrh, [38] and standing at his feet behind [him] weeping, began to wash his feet with tears; and she wiped them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed [them] with the myrrh. [39] And the Pharisee who had invited him, seeing it, spoke with himself saying, This [person] if he were a prophet would have known who and what the woman is who touches him, for she is a sinner. [40] And Jesus answering said to him, Simon, I have somewhat to say to thee. And he says, Teacher, say [it]. [41] There were two debtors of a certain creditor: one owed five hundred denarii and the other fifty; [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

Luke 23:33-43 (JND) [33] And when they came to the place which is called Skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand, the other on the left. [34] And Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do. And, parting out his garments, they cast lots. [35] And the people stood beholding, and the rulers also [with them] sneered, saying, He has saved others; let him save himself if this is the Christ, the chosen one of God. [36] And the soldiers also made game of him, coming up offering him vinegar, [37] and saying, If *thou* be the king of the Jews, save thyself. [38] And there was also an inscription [written] over him in Greek, and Roman, and Hebrew letters: This is the King of the Jews. [39] Now one of the malefactors who had been hanged spoke insultingly to him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and us. [40] But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost *thou* too not fear God, thou that art under the same judgment? [41] and *we* indeed justly, for we receive the just recompense of what we have done; but this [man] has done nothing amiss. [42] And he said to Jesus, Remember me, [Lord,] when thou comest in thy kingdom. [43] And Jesus said to him, Verily I say to thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.

Luke 9:20 (JND) [20] And he said to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? And Peter answering said, The Christ of God.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

Luke 3:21-22 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened, [22] and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily form as a dove upon him; and a voice came out of heaven, *Thou* art my beloved Son, in thee I have found my delight.

John 1:17 (JND) [17] For the law was given by Moses: grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ.

Luke 2:34 (JND) [34] And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary his mother, Lo, this [child] is set for the fall and rising up of many in Israel, and for a sign spoken against;

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.



THE ADMINISTRATION OF CHRIST IN THE GLAD TIDINGS

D. B .Robertson 

Romans 5: 1, 2, 11, 20, 21; Acts 9: 1–6 

It would be right to say that the glad tidings and the preaching of them involves the greatest administration that has ever been known in the history of the world. It is a wonderful administration that has been set on by God Himself, and we live in the day when that administration is operating. It is called the day of the grace of God, in which God is proposing blessing for men on the principle of grace. That blessing is flowing richly and freely and is fully available to every man and woman, every boy and girl in the world. It is only possible because God has a Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is in charge of this administration. As you will notice in Romans 5, everything is through Jesus Christ. That is the Man to whom God would call your attention, for He has none other of whom to speak. God speaks to all men, and He desires “that all men should be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2: 4), but He has only one Man to speak about and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. Everything that God has in the way of blessing for men comes through that Man, and He is exalted in the presence of God. 

I suppose the nearest type to what I want to speak of tonight is Boaz, who is said to be a mighty man of wealth; the Lord Jesus Christ is the true Boaz and He truly is a mighty man of wealth. He is mighty, because in order that the administration of the glad tidings should flow to men, the moral question had to be settled, that is, the question of good and evil. Sin had come into the universe and the holiness and the righteousness of God had been challenged; that challenge had to be met before God could be free and in liberty to bless men. The Lord Jesus was mighty enough to accomplish that work. He accomplished the work of redemption at great cost to Himself; it cost Him His life. It involved the shedding of His precious blood; it involved the fact that He must bear the judgment of God against sin because God had been offended by the incoming of sin. We have often referred to that cry of Christ on the cross, (and how it touches the heart, always to repeat it) “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” What a cry it was, we might say in the universe! Another has said that it is like the wail of the lost. But He was not lost. He was the unique One without sin, holy, blameless and yet vicariously suffering at the hands of a holy God that sin might be judged and judged totally. 

That cry was wrung from His precious lips, from His holy lips, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” Well might we say, Why? There was no reason in Him; the reason was in you and in me, the reason was in men. The reason was in the fact that sin had come into the world, and men had been affected by sin. God felt the incoming of sin. 

By that He had lost His creature, and if the creature was to be regained he must be regained through the administration of a righteous blessing; that required that sin must be dealt with and dealt with totally, and it was so by the mighty One, the true Boaz. 

And not only has the Lord Jesus accomplished the work of redemption on the cross, but He has totally removed the man who sinned by going into the grave. The whole question of sin has been dismissed, taken out of God’s sight. The guilt of man has been fully met in the shedding of His precious blood, “the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin”, 1 

John 1: 7. The full effect of sin is dismissed from the sight of God, and the Lord Jesus has been raised from among the dead “by the glory of the Father” and He is now exalted, a glorious Saviour at the right hand of God; He is the mighty Man of wealth. Not only has He been mighty to accomplish the work of redemption, but all the wealth of the blessing of God has been committed to Him and this administration is in His hands. The blessing is being dispensed on the basis of divine righteousness and on the principle of grace, that men might benefit from it in an eternal sense, for if God blesses you through the glad tidings you can be sure of this, you are blessed eternally. It is a full blessing. 

Now I want to speak about this chapter and three of the effects of sin upon man. The first great effect was that it brought in distance between man and God, a terrible thing. An awakened sinner has the most awful sense of distance from God. That is the first consequence of sin, but God has operated through the Lord Jesus, through redemption’s work, and now through the wonderful outflow of the administration of divine blessing, in order that that consequence might be completely met and the distance might be removed. That takes me to verse 11 where it says, “And not only that, but we are making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation”. Reconciliation simply means that where the distance was there is nearness. Distance has been removed by the One who has gone into the distance. Now in this great administration of blessing, God is proposing that you should be completely conscious that the distance has been removed between yourself and God. How can it be? It is through this blessed Man, our Lord Jesus Christ. What do you know about it? Are you still at a distance from God or are you conscious it has been met? Has the distance been removed in your soul’s history? It is arrived at through repentance towards God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Sometimes I feel that we could do with a little more stress on repentance in the glad tidings. If you want to come into the blessing you must repent; that is your side of the glad tidings. As the scripture says, “repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ”, Acts 20: 21. Repentance means that you simply acknowledge in the sight of God, what God already knows, that you are a poor guilty hell-deserving sinner at a distance from Him, and you need blessing. God will assure you there is blessing for you through our Lord Jesus Christ. It will come no other way. It is not by good works, it is not by appearances, it is not by putting on a religious kind of dress or reformation, it is not by social or moral reformation, or whatever men may say. The blessing comes through our Lord Jesus Christ, and what God would say to you is to put your trust in that blessed Man; accept Him as your Saviour, own Him as your Lord and you will find there is blessing flowing. That blessing is sufficient to meet this consequence of sin which is distance from God, so it says you will receive the reconciliation; not just reconciliation but the reconciliation. It means there is no other equal to meeting the sinner’s need as at a distance from God. O that you might be consciously in the joy of that today as a person who has received through our Lord Jesus Christ the reconciliation. 

Now going back to verse 1, another of the effects of sin is that disturbance has been brought in, dislocation between man and God and between man and man; it has never been more apparent than it is today. If you take account of the state of this world, the moral state of men in the world, what disturbance and what dislocation there is. Everything is out of joint, everything is out of gear, marriage is out of gear. It is old-fashioned to be married now. It is really just the proof that what has come in through sin is dislocation and disturbance. It is a terrible thing. You find that men at work are against each other. It is so in every society and in every part of life. Where the glad tidings have not been received and where men have not been affected by them, you will find that there is nothing but disturbance, dislocation; everything is out of gear. It is like the herd of swine that ran down the hill. They could not stop, they rushed down the precipice. Another of .the features that Paul speaks of in that list belonging to the last days is headlong, and that surely marks the world today. How is it to be overcome? It is to be overcome through the administration of the glad tidings. There is only one hope for man and that is the glad tidings. Men might in their honest endeavours bring in many things, and I have known men who have laboured all their life to effect social reformation. Many are in great earnest on the wrong road, trying to bring in advantages and blessings for man in ways that will not work because they are working with the wrong material. They are working with men under sin and are trying to reform man under sin; God has removed that man in the death of Christ, and God now blesses on a different platform altogether; he blesses in relation to another Man in another world. 

So what God proposes instead of disturbance is what we get in verse 1, “peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. Do you know that peace? It is a wonderful blessing to know peace in your soul that is the result of the completed work of Christ. Does everyone here have it? There is only one way you can get it; that is through our Lord Jesus Christ, “Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”, it is not reformation, it is a complete change of outlook. It is a wonderful thing to have the outlook of faith, to have a prospect in view that no man and no power from man can give you. You can have it only through the blessed Man who is in God’s presence, our Lord Jesus Christ, know of nothing greater than having the blessed knowledge in your soul that you have “peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. The conscience is completely satisfied because it is resting on the solid foundation that Christ has established in His work of redemption. You are standing on solid ground and your outlook is untroubled. No matter what happens you “have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ”. What a blessed thing it is; my soul is quickened to think of it and to speak to you of it. 

The next thing that came in as a result of sin was death. There are these three great consequences; disturbance, distance and death. What is God’s answer to death? He brings the believer into the joy and light of eternal life. How do you come into that? it says, “so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 5: 21). Many believers used to confound eternal life with eternal security, but it is something quite different from that. I have eternal security in Christ, and as a result of Christ’s work. I am in the perfect understanding that my sins will never rise against me. 

Eternal life is different from that; eternal life involves an environment where the love of God is enjoyed. Do you know anything about that? It is to be enjoyed down here in the power of the Holy Spirit. It is a blessing that is to be known now and I will tell you where it is known; it is known in the circle of the saints, that is where it is enjoyed. It is an environment and God would have you live in that environment. You have no fear of death in that environment, you are delivered from the fear of death, “in order that, even as sin has reigned in the power of death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”. Have we not enjoyed a little of eternal life today? I think we have; you could hardly explain it. It is something to be enjoyed in the power of the Holy Spirit, but it is all through our Lord Jesus Christ. It is all a wonderful provision of this great and glorious administration of God Himself. There is nothing like the glad tidings, and wrapped up in the glad tidings there is another blessing to be proved. You find as you progress in the joy of the glad tidings that there is another blessing, and that is the blessing of the mystery, the truth of the assembly. God would lead you from one blessing to another until you are in the full joy of Christianity, and that really involves knowing your place in the assembly. 

So that Paul, when he was converted in Acts 9, had a wonderful conversion, but no more real than your conversion. I read recently in Mr. Raven, where he said that the conversion of a sinner was as real as any miracle that the Lord Jesus ever accomplished. If you look into your own history, and know what you have been as constituted a sinner, you will know that conversion is really a miracle. Only God can accomplish it. Man’s answer to the breakdown and the confusion that is in the world is reformation—God’s answer is conversion, a complete change in a person’s history. It is a change through and through. Paul proved that on the road to Damascus, and then he was put in touch with another feature of the divine administration. It was said to him, “rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. Paul found not only the administration was coming from Christ in heaven, the glorious administration of the grace of God, involving all these great, eternal blessings that I have tried to set out, but there is an administration down here, which God has established in cities, towns and villages. He has placed it in this city. There is an administration working, the administration of the local assembly; it is a city in that sense, an orderly matter. It is not now only that God is thinking of man’s blessing, but it is that men are thinking for God’s satisfaction. 

That is what operates in the local assembly, and Paul was put in touch with it. The Lord said, “rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. I think the saints would instruct Paul in the order of things that worked amongst them in view of the pleasure of the heart of God. What a blessed answer! God considering for men, establishing an administration to remove the effects of sin, bringing men into the joy of these wondrous blessings; but then also establishing for Himself, among a circle of men and women, an order of things where His own interests are cared for. The Lord Jesus is very much in control of that too; He is the Head of the assembly. It involves the presence and power of the Holy Spirit and His operations in persons. 

We have a meeting on the first day of the week which is never announced; it is the only meeting that is not announced, but that meeting is the result of the maintenance of order in the local assembly. It is called the Lord’s supper, and flowing out of the Lord’s supper is the service of God. That meeting is never announced; it is constantly in the hearts of the saints. 

All their activities are related to it. It is in their minds each day of the week. We gather by motive for the Lord’s supper, not by announcement. I wonder if we are all gathering that way? I wonder if we have all answered to the Lord’s request, “this do in remembrance of me”, 1 Corinthians 11: 24. What a word. It is the One who has done so much for you who says, “this do in remembrance of me”. As you do that you will find that the Lord Jesus comes in and sets you in relation to the service of God. He is not only considering for men in this glorious administration of blessing and wealth in the glad tidings, but He is considering for God. That is the operation that the Lord blesses in the local assembly. That is the exercise we maintain constantly; we do not need to announce it, it takes place week by week. It is because it lies in the motives in the hearts of the saints, as under the touch of Christ, we consider for God. May God bless the word. 

Preaching at Dundee
17 March 2002 

 


Scripture references

Romans 5:1-21 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; [4] and endurance, experience; and experience, hope; [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us: [6] for we being still without strength, in [the] due time Christ has died for [the] ungodly. [7] For scarcely for [the] just [man] will one die, for perhaps for [the] good [man] some one might also dare to die; [8] but God commends *his* love to us, in that, we being still sinners, Christ has died for us. [9] Much rather therefore, having been now justified in [the power of] his blood, we shall be saved by him from wrath. [10] For if, being enemies, we have been reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much rather, having been reconciled, we shall be saved in [the power of] his life. [11] And not only [that], but [we are] making our boast in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom now we have received the reconciliation. [12] For this [cause], even as by one man sin entered into the world, and by sin death; and thus death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: …

Acts 9:1-6 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

1 Timothy 2:4 (JND) [4] who desires that all men should be saved and come to [the] knowledge of [the] truth.

John 1:7 (JND) [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him.

Acts 20:21 (JND) [21] testifying to both Jews and Greeks repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:21 (JND) [21] in order that, even as sin has reigned in [the power of] death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.



FAITHFULNESS TO GOD AND TO THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

A. P. Devenish 

Psalm 105: 19, 20; Nehemiah 2: 11, 12; Acts 7: 55–60 

I have in mind to speak about faithfulness to God and faithfulness to the testimony of our Lord Jesus Christ. But first, I wish to apply this scripture in the Psalms to what has happened with our beloved brother, Gordon Thomson. The King sent and loosed him. I am referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, He is the King. I do not know if He is that to all here but I trust He is. 

Our beloved brother was a subject of the King; he loved Him. In a sense, as Joseph was literally in prison, so our brother was held in a body of pain and suffering. One day the King sent and loosed him; set him free from the sufferings that he had endured for many years. 

Those of us that knew and loved him realise how much he did suffer, but the day came when the Lord Jesus intervened and set Him free from that body of pain. He is now with Christ which is very much better, completely restful in the consciousness of the love of Jesus. Are we all conscious at this occasion of sorrow and loss of the sympathetic love of Jesus? 

Our brother owned his full allegiance to Christ, acknowledging Him as his Lord and Saviour; that he had been bought with a price, the precious blood of Christ. Therefore it was His prerogative, the King, to take Him to Himself. We need to accept that, dear brethren and friends. I trust we all have a link with the Lord Jesus. It is a wonderful experience to know our sins forgiven; to know that the work that Christ accomplished on the cross of Calvary, the sufferings through which He passed, was on your account and mine. Many here can say that it was our sins that necessitated the sufferings of Christ and they are all forgiven for His name’s sake. 

I wish to speak now about the faithfulness of our brother and the moral value of faithfulness. In Nehemiah, it was the time of recovery for the Jewish nation. Many were returning to Jerusalem, typical for us of recovery to the truth of the assembly. Nehemiah saw the terrible devastation of Jerusalem, that is the church publicly, but God put something into his heart. He said, “... but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem”. That was so with our beloved brother. With just a few to work out the truth, he maintained faithfully the light and truth of the assembly in these times of public breakdown and reproach. In Nehemiah, we have faithfulness in a man. Some here might not understand what I mean by faithfulness. We know what it is for a wife to be faithful to her husband, and a husband to his wife, that is, to be true. We saw this in our beloved brother who unreservedly committed himself to the testimony of our Lord. In speaking of faithfulness, I am reminded of a brother whom Paul refers to in Colossians, “Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you”, Colossians 4: 9. What a fine tribute! 

Now I refer to the scripture in Acts. This is Stephen who was martyred because of his love for Christ. Would we be prepared for such a death for Christ? There were many martyrs during the history of the church who suffered for the truth, who were faithful even to death. 

What shone in Stephen was the spirit of Christ, the spirit of his Master; a different kind of spirit than we find in the world. This was seen in our brother. There was a young man, Saul, who was present and witnessed the 

stoning of Stephen, who saw the beautiful spirit that shone in him and heard him say, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”. This Saul became the apostle Paul who loved Christ perhaps more than any. Jesus met him on the road to Damascus and a voice came to him saying, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. He was causing the saints of God to suffer, dragging them off to prison. This is the man who was consenting to Stephen’s death, but I have no doubt his conscience was smitten in the presence of such a testimony, of such a spirit. The Lord says to him, “it is hard for thee to kick against goads”, Acts 26: 14. No doubt it affected Saul that Stephen, so persecuted, being cruelly stoned to death and yet what shone in him was the spirit of Jesus, “Lord, lay not this sin to their charge”. 

Perhaps there is someone here who has witnessed this kind of spirit in our beloved brother, the spirit of Another Man, the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, and has been affected by his testimony; someone here that will come into the ranks with those who love Christ, those who would give their lives for Him, those who would stand in the presence of suffering and reproach and be loyal to their Master. I trust there is someone here, perhaps more than one, who will take their place in committal to the Lord Jesus Christ and be faithful in His testimony here. May the Lord bless the word. 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 105:19-20 (JND) [19] Until the time when what he said came about: the word of Jehovah tried him. [20] The king sent and loosed him the ruler of peoples and let him go free.

Nehemiah 2:11-12 (JND) [11] And I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. [12] And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem and there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon.

Acts 7:55-60 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God. [57] And they cried out with a loud voice, and held their ears, and rushed upon him with one accord; [58] and having cast [him] out of the city, they stoned [him]. And the witnesses laid aside their clothes at the feet of a young man called Saul. [59] And they stoned Stephen, praying, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. [60] And kneeling down, he cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And having said this, he fell asleep.

Colossians 4:9 (JND) [9] with Onesimus, the faithful and beloved brother, who is [one] of you. They shall make known to you everything here.

Acts 26:14 (JND) [14] And, when we were all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? [it is] hard for thee to kick against goads.



A MAN FAITHFUL AND DEDICATED TO THE MAN CHRIST JESUS

S. W. Drever 

Nehemiah 7: 1, 2; Luke 2: 25; 1 Timothy 2: 5, 6 

This man that Nehemiah draws attention to in chapter 7 was a faithful man and feared God above many. As I look on the body of our dear brother who is now with Christ, I can say that unhesitatingly about him; he was a faithful man and feared God above many. I think that is a fitting tribute to a man of his calibre that we loved. 

In Luke’s gospel there was a man in Jerusalem and that again has been the hallmark of our beloved brother, a man in Jerusalem. That means that he was dedicated to the interests of Christ down here. He loved Christ’s assembly, the heavenly Jerusalem. He was completely absorbed in the chief interest of our Lord Jesus Christ. I say this unhesitatingly, beloved, because the Lord said to His Father in John 17, “I sanctify myself for them”; that was the personnel of His assembly, Christ’s chief interest, and this was our brother’s chief interest while he remained here. The Lord gave him a good long life and gave him a faithful wife and dear children, but his chief interest was Christ and His assembly. 

I have spoken of a faithful man, I have spoken of a man in Jerusalem, now I want to say a word about the Man, Christ Jesus. That is the Man our brother loved and served and honoured and adored and worshipped. It says, “For God is one, and the mediator of God and men one, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”. It is totally unlimited in this setting. Elsewhere it speaks about a ransom for many, which is true. I wonder if you are among the many, dear friend. But if you are not yet, He gave Himself a ransom for all. Think of the grace of the Lord Jesus. He came down from heaven, not to do His will but the will of Him that sent Him. What it entailed for Him! We have been occupied recently, in the place from which I come, with the sufferings of Jesus in Mark’s gospel. The detail of those sufferings should make us tender, should cause us to love Him more, “the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all”. That was the Man our brother loved and served and followed. I commend His acceptability to every one of us, in His holy and precious name. 

Two words at a burial, Seattle 
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Scripture references

Nehemiah 7:1-2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. [2] And I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the citadel, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God above many.

Luke 2:25 (JND) [25] And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; and this man was just and pious, awaiting the consolation of Israel, and [the] Holy Spirit was upon him.

1 Timothy 2:5-6 (JND) [5] For God is one, and [the] mediator of God and men one, [the] man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave himself a ransom for all, the testimony [to be rendered] in its own times;

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …
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