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“HE, BEING RICH, BECAME POOR”


Luke 12:16-21;  2 Corinthians 8:9;  Philippians 2:5-11;

Luke 21:1-4

The first scripture that we read is about a rich man who wanted to become richer, and the last scripture is about a poor woman who chose to become even poorer.  The second and third scriptures that we read are about the Lord Jesus.  He was infinitely richer than the rich man we first read about, and he became poorer even than the poor woman.  I want to present Him to you as the Saviour.  He is available to you as a Saviour, and you need a Saviour because you are a sinner.  We are all sinners; we have all done something wrong which has offended God, and God requires something to be done about it.  He knows that we cannot do anything ourselves, and He has provided the Saviour, His well-beloved Son, the Lord Jesus.

I began with this parable in Luke 12 because it is a sober reminder of what we all are as sinners away from God.  “The land of a certain rich man brought forth abundantly.  And he reasoned within himself saying, What shall I do? for I have not a place where I shall lay up my fruits.  And he said, This will I do”.  It is interesting how often he says, “I will”.  This man was doing what he wanted to do, he was doing his own will.  Beloved, if you do your own will, it is going to be opposed to God’s will.  This man thought he was going to become richer and build bigger granaries in which to keep all his grain.  I will “build greater”, “I will lay up”, “I will say to my soul”.  It is interesting that he speaks about his soul.  Do you know that you have a soul, friend?  Do you know that you have something within you that will never die?  Your body can die but you have a soul inside you; it is part of you that will never die, and God desires that your soul should be saved tonight.  If it is not already saved, He wants your soul to be saved, because He wants you to be with Him, with Jesus for ever, for His pleasure.

He wants you near Him, He wants your company.  That is why God made man in the very beginning.  He made Him a living soul, so that man might please God, and that God might have his company.  We like to be with people whose company we enjoy.  The children know that; they want to be with their friends.  God wants to be with man; but because we are sinners and do what is wrong, we cannot be in God’s presence without having our sins dealt with first.  We are like this person and just want to do our own will.  You hear people say, I can do what I want.  That is not really true; you ought to do what God wills.  What does God desire us to do?  He desires us to hear His Son, He desires us to believe on His Son, He desires us to follow His Son, and He desires us to be like His Son.  That is what God’s will is, but our own will only ever leads to what is offensive to God.  God said to this man “Fool”.  You might say, that is strong language, God calling someone a fool, but it also tells us in the scripture that “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God”, Ps.14:1.  Beloved, there is a God, I can assure you of that.  The same God who created the universe, who made you, is a real and living God.  God created all the stars, every single one of them, and not only that, He named each one of them.  He knows them all by name, and He knows your name too, and He knows all about you.  He knows more than your parents know about you, He knows everything, all those secret thoughts, those things that you may have done that you know would not have been pleasing to your parents, or to God.  God knows all about your sins; He sees them, He sees everything that we do, but He does not want you to be afraid because of that.  He wants to tell you that He has the answer to all your problems.  Maybe your sins trouble you.  Well, God has the answer for that, and the answer is in the Lord Jesus.

He is the Person I read of in 2 Corinthians chapter 8 because it speaks about Him as “being rich”. It says “For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that ye by his poverty might be enriched”.  Think of the Lord Jesus, and who He is; He is none less than God.  He came here as a Man, but He never ceased being God in His Person and He never will cease to be God.  He is God in Himself, as we read in Philippians, “on an equality with God”.  That means that the Lord Jesus, although a Man, is God.  This is important, because there are some so-called religions in the world which say that He was only a good Man.  Beloved, He was a perfect Man, but He is and always will be God in His Person.  Let us protect that.  It says “he, being rich”.  It does not mean that Jesus had many possessions, it does not mean that He had a lot of treasure, or even grain like that first man.  He had riches that were far above anything that man could ever have thought of.  He had riches that were related to where He was in glory. That first rich man just wanted more and more, and that is like us sometimes as away from God.  But it says of the Lord Jesus that, even though He had these exceeding riches, He “became poor”.  Why did He do that?  Did something go wrong?  No beloved, He chose to become poor.  It is interesting to read in the Scriptures about the things which it says that the Lord Jesus became.  It says elsewhere that He “became dead”, Rev.1:18.  These are things which the Lord Jesus was not before, but which He became.  So it says that “he, being rich, became poor”.  Beloved, the Lord Jesus chose to become poor for me, and if you believe on Him, I can say that He chose to become poor for you.  That is, He left His place in heavenly glory to come down, to come near to the sinner.

You remember how He came as a Babe.  Persons will soon be speaking about it even in the world, but let us remember what it really means.  God came down to draw near to sinners, not in a way that would overwhelm them or frighten them, but as a lowly Babe, a perfect lowly, spotless, sinless Person, the Lord Jesus.  He was and is different from every one of us.  We are all sinners, but He is sinless; He never sinned once.  He was absolutely sinless in everything that He did and said, and in what He was.  He is unique and beyond compare.  Yet He “became poor”.  Why did He become poor?  Was it for something relating to Himself?  No.  It says, “in order that ye”, that is, in order that persons like the Corinthians and like us as sinners, in order that we “might be enriched”.  If persons are sinners away from God, how poor they are.  What a desperate situation they are in!  It speaks somewhere else about persons who owed something, that “they had nothing to pay”, Luke 7:42.  You might owe someone some money but you do not have any money to pay them back; you are a debtor.  We do not have anything of our own to pay to God, because we are sinners, and we cannot have anything acceptable to offer Him.  But the Lord Jesus is perfectly acceptable to God.  And He was perfectly pleasing to God as He became poor, as He came into manhood and not only that, as He went to the cross.

He “became poor”; that is why I read in Philippians.  It says that Christ Jesus, “subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God”.  That is because He was God.  Beloved, think of this, of One who in His Person was and is God Himself.  It says He “emptied himself” and note ‘n’ is interesting; it speaks about making ‘himself of no reputation’.  That is the complete opposite of our own sinful flesh.  Men like to make a reputation for themselves, make a name for themselves, but He made Himself of no reputation, He “became poor”.  The One to whom Godhead glory belongs made Himself poor, He “emptied himself, taking a bondman’s form”; you might say, not even taking the place of a man of repute in the world, but “a bondman’s form”.  He was One who was going to serve others; not to do His own will, like that first man, but to do God’s will.  Think of Jesus saying, “not my will, but thine be done” (Luke 22:42) as He was anticipating the cross.

Do you know what happened there?  The Lord Jesus was following the Father’s will, He was obedient.  It says, “and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself”, so not only did He empty Himself, but while He was here as a Man, He “humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”.  What does the cross of Calvary mean to you?  What do you see there?  Do you see your Saviour dying for you there, shedding His precious blood for you?  He can be your Saviour tonight – you must not put it off.  You might feel like a poor sinner with nothing to offer God.  Well, the Lord Jesus has already become poor that you might be rich, rich towards God.  God does not want you to stay as a sinner, away from Him, awaiting only judgment, because that is what awaits persons who refuse Jesus.  It is a foolish position to refuse Jesus.  God would have you to come to Jesus tonight, accept Him as your Saviour, and open your heart to Him.  Let Him in, tell Him all about your sins, and have them washed away in His precious blood.  He can do that, and He can do it immediately; and once you have your sins washed away, your salvation will be certain and fixed for eternity.  Why?  Because God is entirely satisfied with what Jesus accomplished at the cross and with the One who has done it.

What Jesus did on the cross will never need to be repeated.  That work is enough for every sinner in the world who repents and comes in faith and accepts Jesus for themselves.  Is that you?  Are you one of them?  You can be.  It does not matter how young or old you are.  The Lord Jesus is just waiting for you tonight to come and tell Him about your sins, and ask Him to be your Saviour, and He will surely save you.  It says, “and that the death of the cross”.  Men hated the Lord Jesus even though He was sinless.  He did not do anything wrong, yet they hated Him.  Think of how He felt that, think of how the sinless Lord Jesus felt the hatred of men against Himself.  He did not do anything wrong; some even had to admit that themselves.  Just before He was crucified, even Pilate had to say, “I find no fault whatever in him”, John 18:38.  But beloved, He still went on to the cross, to endure shame, suffering and spitting beforehand, and then the cruelty of man in putting Him on the cross of Calvary.

While Jesus was on that cross, there were three hours when the sun went completely dark.  It was the middle of the day, it would appear, but even so, the sun went dark for three hours; complete darkness.  What happened then could not be taken account of by man, it could not be comprehended by the men who would have been looking on.  There was a matter being borne there between God and the Lord Jesus, who became the sin-bearer.  The whole matter of sin was being condemned in the flesh, it was being condemned in the Person of the Lord Jesus.  God’s righteous wrath against sin, that principle of sin that causes us to commit sins – God was dealing with that.  He was dealing with it in that precious One, my Saviour, the One of whom the scripture says that He was made sin for us (2 Cor.5:21).  I can hardly understand the fulness of that scripture, but it is in Scripture, and we can lay hold of it, that Jesus was made sin for us.  God poured out His judgment on Him, and thus condemned sin completely.  The Lord Jesus could say “It is finished” (John 19:30), and then He died; the Lord Jesus laid down His life.

Then His precious blood was shed.  A soldier in cruelty, even after He had died, pierced His side and blood flowed out.  Beloved, have you laid hold of that blood in faith, have you believed that that blood was shed for you?  That is what God requires.  God required a remission of sins, and blood was required for that, life had to be given up, and the Lord Jesus gave up His life for my sins.  Can you say that He went there for you?  Can you really say that in faith?  Do you believe that that is what Jesus did?  If you do, you are saved and you are saved for ever.  If you can say in faith that His blood was shed for you, that your sins are washed away, then you do not need to feel guilty any more, because as far as God is concerned, your sins are gone.  They are washed away, removed from His sight for ever, never to be brought up again.  Even though you might remember them and be troubled by them, God has removed them for ever from His sight.  How does that make you feel in God’s presence?  You do not need to feel guilty, you can feel at peace with God.  That is what God is offering in the glad tidings tonight.  The One who became poor has in mind that you might be rich.  He would have you to be one who bows the knee to Him, as we have here; “God highly exalted him”.

The Lord Jesus, although He died, lives now.  He was dead and He lives.  He was buried and He remained in the grave for three days and three nights and then He rose again.  Think of the glory of the resurrection and the hope that it gives to the believer.  The Saviour is living tonight, dear friend.  He is a real, living Saviour and He is available to you.  He is not far away, He is not far from any one of us.  We might say, without being fanciful, that He is passing through Aberdeen tonight, and He is waiting for you to receive Him in faith.  You do not have to do anything complicated, you do not have to pass a test, you do not have to spend a long period of time proving yourself.  You just have to ask Him to be your Saviour now, wherever you are.  No matter how old or young you are, ask Jesus to be your Saviour tonight.  Believe that He died for you, that His blood was shed for you, and that God is satisfied with that offering of Jesus.  Because He is satisfied; it says, “God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow”.

Have you bowed your knee to Jesus?  Perhaps you have done that actually.  Perhaps you have knelt down and prayed to Him, asked Him to be your Saviour, but then have you in your life bowed the knee to Jesus?  Have you said that His will must come first?  Not like that first man who said, “I will”, the believer would become someone who would seek to do the Lord’s will, and what would please Him.  That is the test for us; “and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God the Father’s glory”.  We can have part in giving glory to God, we can become worshippers.  God delights to hear us singing the praises of our Lord Jesus.  We can have our part in that week by week.  Lord’s day by Lord’s day, we can be among those who do what the Lord Jesus would have us to do.  One of these things would be to remember Him in the breaking of bread.  That is what He desires, that would be His will.  Are you going to do that, or are you going to do your own will?  The Lord Jesus would challenge us, and test us, that there might be something for God the Father’s glory in our lives here.

The Lord Jesus is so considerate.  He knows how weak we are, and He knows how sin can still be in us even once we are believers.  Although our salvation is secure for eternity, and cannot be changed, we are still weak and we give in to temptation.  The Lord Jesus has considered for that too.  He has provided the blessed Holy Spirit, He has provided in that Person a power that is greater than any power in the world which is against the believer.  We spoke in the reading of what is contrary; there is what is contrary to the believer in this world.  There is much against the believer in the way of opposition and in the way of temptation.  These are two of the ways in which Satan works.  He works head on, and he also works in temptation, to distract and divert us.  The Holy Spirit helps us to resist both of these things.  “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”, Jas.4:7. and “This is the way, walk ye in it”, Isa.30:21.  Think of the consistent power and ability of the Holy Spirit to help the believer in doing God’s will.  Are you going to be one of them?  Are you going to be someone who accepts Jesus as Saviour, and receives the Holy Spirit, so that you can be here pleasing to God, doing His will, like the Lord Jesus?  He did it perfectly of course, but in our measure, we can do God’s will and do what is pleasing to Him.

I read in Luke about this woman.  I think she was a woman that the Lord Jesus appreciated.  The first scripture we read was about a certain rich man; here is a “certain poor widow”.  She had two mites, two small coins, that is all she had.  I do not know how much money you have, but this woman had two coins.  That is all she had, maybe two pence, but she came, and what did she do?  She said, as it were, ‘I am going to put it all into the treasury’.  You might say she was going to put her lot in with the people of God, and God’s interests.  She did not keep one coin back for herself.  She did not try to reserve something, maybe some of her own time, or some of her own will, for herself.  She was casting it all in.  Beloved, have you cast in your lot with believers whose desire it is to do God’s will?  That is what He is looking for.  He is not wanting you to keep anything back for yourself.  It says, “this poor widow has cast in more than all; for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts of God; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had”.

Is your life here for God’s pleasure, doing His will, what is pleasing to Him, or are you still reserving something for yourself?  I trust you are not like the rich man who was looking for growth or expansion here in what is material.  Be like this woman who found her faith in God to support and sustain her in her life; she “cast in all the living which she had”.  The Lord Jesus looks for unreserved commitment to Himself.  Commitment is something that is lacking in the world.  In many fields of the world, people are afraid to commit to things.  But the Lord Jesus will richly reward you if you commit yourself to Him and His testimony, and to His people at the present time.  He might not reward you with material riches, but He will reward you with spiritual blessings.  He will make you rich, He will put a song in your heart, He will cause you to be a worshipper, He will give you brethren, He will give you the joy of sonship.  He will give you the joy of what it is to be in the Father’s presence, He will give you the joy of the Holy Spirit.  How rich you will be spiritually towards God, if you accept the Lord Jesus and rely on the Holy Spirit’s power.

I present these things to you, and especially, first and foremost, I present the Lord Jesus to you for your acceptance as Saviour, the One who “being rich, became poor” for you, became poor for me in coming into manhood, and not only that but He suffered and died and His precious blood was shed.  He is available as your Saviour now.  He will not always be – there is a warning in the glad tidings that time is running out.  You sometimes see an egg timer with sand in the top and it falls through to the bottom until it is finished; there is a fixed amount of time that it takes.  God knows how much time is left.  I do not know how many grains are still left, but they are running out.  There will be a last moment of time in which the Saviour is available, beloved.  Make sure that you are saved now; “now is the well-accepted time; behold, now the day of salvation”, 2 Cor.6:2.

May you come to Jesus as Saviour tonight, for His name’s sake.

Preaching at Aberdeen, Scotland

4 December 2016

J.S. Speirs

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:16-21 (JND) [16] And he spoke a parable to them, saying, The land of a certain rich man brought forth abundantly. [17] And he reasoned within himself saying, What shall I do? for I have not [a place] where I shall lay up my fruits. [18] And he said, This will I do: I will take away my granaries and build greater, and there I will lay up all my produce and my good things; [19] and I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much good things laid by for many years; repose thyself, eat, drink, be merry. [20] But God said to him, Fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee; and whose shall be what thou hast prepared? [21] Thus is he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.

2 Corinthians 8:9 (JND) [9] For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your sakes he, being rich, became poor, in order that *ye* by *his* poverty might be enriched.

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Luke 21:1-4 (JND) [1] And he looked up and saw the rich casting their gifts into the treasury; [2] but he saw also a certain poor widow casting therein two mites. [3] And he said, Verily I say unto you, that this poor widow has cast in more than all; [4] for all these out of their abundance have cast into the gifts [of God]; but she out of her need has cast in all the living which she had.

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

Psalms 14:1 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. [A Psalm] of David.} The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They have corrupted themselves, they have done abominable works: there is none that doeth good.

2 Corinthians 8 (JND) [1] But we make known to you, brethren, the grace of God bestowed in the assemblies of Macedonia; [2] that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty has abounded to the riches of their [free-hearted] liberality. [3] For according to [their] power, I bear witness, and beyond [their] power, [they were] willing of their own accord, …

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Luke 7:42 (JND) [42] but as they had nothing to pay, he forgave both of them [their debt]: [say,] which of them therefore will love him most?

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

John 18:38 (JND) [38] Pilate says to him, What is truth? And having said this he went out again to the Jews, and says to them, I find no fault whatever in him.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

James 4:7 (JND) [7] Subject yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

Isaiah 30:21 (JND) [21] And when ye turn to the right hand or when ye turn to the left, thine ears shall hear a word behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)



THE KING OF GLORY


Psalm 24:1-10

What we sang was confirmation of a very simple and unformed thought that I had.  We sang:

‘See!  open stands the heav’nly door,

   Whence glory shines below’      (Hymn 244)

This scripture says, “Who is this King of glory?  Jehovah strong and mighty, Jehovah mighty in battle”.  And the second time, “Who is he, this King of glory?  Jehovah of hosts, he is the King of glory.”  I was thinking of what was brought before us at the weekend about how Christ must have the first place.  Joseph was a type of Christ and also a type of the firstborn amongst many brethren.  Christ must have the first place.  He has the first place now in heaven.  He has gone up there and, we may say, the gates have been lifted up and the everlasting doors, and the King of glory has gone in.  And, we may say, the gates remain open, so that glory shines below, shines on us.  As forerunner, Christ has entered in; what great blessing there is as we contemplate that.  What joy there is in heaven.  The gates are still lifted up, the joy continues, because Christ is there; He has His place there.

It says that “He shall receive blessing from Jehovah, and righteousness from the God of his salvation”.  Jesus has entered into heaven itself (Heb.9:24) as a forerunner.  He has entered in as One who has risen from the dead and One who is a Saviour.  What glory He takes with Him into the heavenly realms.  He is the firstborn of all creation.  We have been reminded that that relates to His place; He was not created, but rather He is the Originator of what is created.  Peter in his preaching speaks of Jesus as “the originator of life” Acts 3:15.

It says here, “Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place?  He that hath blameless hands and a pure heart”.  That is what God has chosen, and the Lord is the full example of that.  He had “blameless hands and a pure heart”.  But then it comes down to what we receive.  We receive the blessing from Jehovah, “righteousness from the God of his salvation”.  Then “This is the generation of them that seek unto him, that seek thy face”.  I wondered if that might be an encouragement to us to have our eyes lifted up, to see the Lord there in heaven in all His glory, to have a sense of how He has been received up.  He has been received up in glory (1 Tim.3:16).  What a receiving there was for the Lord as He went into heaven – every being there would have been rejoicing.  God Himself would have rejoiced at the great accomplishment of His ways and His purposes as the King of glory went in.  He has gone in as a forerunner but He has gone in as Lord and Saviour.  We sing,

 ‘What will it be with God to dwell,

 And there to gaze on Jesus' face!

 To meet the One we've known so well 

 As Priest and Saviour – in that place!’  (Hymn 299)

He has gone in not alone, for we have a link with Him.  He has gone into glory and He awaits those that belong to Him, those that He has chosen.  He awaits, you might say, the pleasure of their company in heaven, but we can enjoy that now.  It is not exactly that He is without those whom He has chosen, for we have a link with Him. 

May we be encouraged as we think of this King of glory.  Who is it that has entered into heaven?  It is the Lord Jesus Himself!  He has taken His place there.  He will come again and reign for a thousand years over this earth; He will have His place.  What rejoicing there will be then; He will be publicly vindicated.  But now He is sitting at the right hand of God, He has entered into heavenly places and heaven has accorded to Him all that is due to Him.  “Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in”.  He has entered into heaven as the King of glory.  I remember a brother referring to how one of the generals of the first world war, Allenby, did not ride into Jerusalem, he walked in, but Jesus rode into Jerusalem.  Men did not give Him the place that was due to Him, they gave to Jesus the cross of shame.  But in answer to that going down mind, “God highly exalted him”, Phil.2:9.  He lives in glory now, as the great Object of our hearts’ affections; He has entered in 

May we be encouraged as we think of Him, stimulated in responsive affection, so that He may have the first place in our hearts as well as in heaven.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Grimsby

14 July 2016

R.W. McClean

 


Scripture references

Psalms 24:1-10 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. [2] For it was he that founded it upon seas, and established it upon floods. [3] Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place? [4] He that hath blameless hands and a pure heart; who lifteth not up his soul unto vanity, nor sweareth deceitfully: [5] He shall receive blessing from Jehovah, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. [6] This is the generation of them that seek unto him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. [7] Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. [8] Who is this King of glory? Jehovah strong and mighty, Jehovah mighty in battle. [9] Lift up your heads, ye gates; yea, lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. [10] Who is he, this King of glory? Jehovah of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.

Hebrews 9:24 (JND) [24] For the Christ is not entered into holy places made with hand, figures of the true, but into heaven itself, now to appear before the face of God for us:

Acts 3:15 (JND) [15] but the originator of life ye slew, whom God raised from among [the] dead, whereof *we* are witnesses.

1 Timothy 3:16 (JND) [16] And confessedly the mystery of piety is great. God has been manifested in flesh, has been justified in [the] Spirit, has appeared to angels, has been preached among [the] nations, has been believed on in [the] world, has been received up in glory.

Philippians 2:9 (JND) [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name,



KNOWING WHAT GOD HAS IN MIND


Matthew 21:5 (from “and upon”), note ‘g’;  1 Samuel 1:11, 17,18, 24-28;  3:19-21

This note laid hold of me in our reading on Lord’s day.  I know it is only a note but it is an important one; ‘son of one under yoke’.  I was impressed with the thought of what can be produced by such persons who are under yoke.  I thought of Hannah; she is a very attractive person, one who in her thoughts and prayers thought entirely for God.  You do not get that too often – I would have to say that in relation to myself anyway.  Do I think entirely for God and is God’s end before me?  But she certainly did that, and it was not easy; it involves suffering.  She had an adversary.  Her husband did not seem too concerned.  He certainly did not have in mind what was in her mind anyway, in fact he indicated that he was better to her than ten sons.  Then there was Eli, and Eli’s sons.  The background was quite dark.

But there was a light shining brightly, and that was in Hannah.  Why?  Because she had God’s ideal before her.  So it says simply, “And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child …”.  That is very interesting; “a man child”.  She knew in herself that that was what was needed in the present testimony.  Then “…I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head”.  We know what that means, but I was just impressed with this matter that she knew exactly what was needed, and she would not allow the suffering that she had to go through to turn her aside.  She vowed a vow, you see, and she was faithful to her vow.  Of course, on the other side, God was faithful to her too.  It says later, “Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition which thou hast asked of him.  And she said, Let thy bondwoman find grace in thy sight.  And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more as before”.  She was settled in her mind as to what God needed; she knew exactly what was needed.  

We may think we know what is needed, but do we really know what is needed, what God needs at the present juncture of the testimony?  Is it for the success and strengthening of things at the present time?  We are in a difficult day, a very difficult day, but there is an answer.  I think Hannah was in a difficult day, but she had the answer, and God brought it about and much more.  It says in chapter 3 that “Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him, and let none of his words fall to the ground”.  Wonderful!  How God justified Hannah in her thoughts and prayers and her vow.  God honoured it, as it goes on to say, “And all Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel was established a prophet of Jehovah.  And Jehovah appeared again at Shiloh; for Jehovah revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of Jehovah”.

Well, that is really all I had to say.  Be sure, beloved brethren, that you have God’s thoughts as to things.  I feel tremendously challenged as to that.  We may think, this is the answer or that is the answer, but is it?  Hannah prayed about it and she got God’s mind as to it.  Brethren, I speak feelingly, let us be sure we have God’s mind, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Edinburgh,

23 May 2017

R. Trotter

 


Scripture references

Matthew 21:5 (JND) [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

1 Samuel 1:11-28 (JND) [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. [12] And it came to pass as she continued praying before Jehovah, that Eli marked her mouth. [13] Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; and Eli thought she was drunken. [14] And Eli said to her, How long wilt thou be drunken? put away thy wine from thee. [15] And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul before Jehovah. [16] Take not thy handmaid for a daughter of Belial: for out of the abundance of my grief and provocation have I spoken hitherto. [17] And Eli answered and said, Go in peace; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition which thou hast asked of him. [18] And she said, Let thy bondwoman find grace in thy sight. And the woman went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more [as before]. [19] And they rose up early in the morning and worshipped before Jehovah, and returned and came to their house at Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his wife; and Jehovah remembered her. [20] And it came to pass when the time was come about after Hannah had conceived, that she bore a son, and called his name Samuel, [saying,] Because I have asked him of Jehovah. [21] And Elkanah her husband, and all his house, went up to sacrifice to Jehovah the yearly sacrifice and his vow. [22] But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, [I will wait] until the child is weaned; then will I bring him, that he may appear before Jehovah, and there abide for ever. …

1 Samuel 3:19-21 (JND) [19] And Samuel grew, and Jehovah was with him, and let none of his words fall to the ground. [20] And all Israel, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, knew that Samuel was established a prophet of Jehovah. [21] And Jehovah appeared again at Shiloh; for Jehovah revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of Jehovah.



THE MORAL GLORY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST


1 Samuel 16:6-13 (to ‘forward’)

I seek grace, beloved brethren, to say something about the moral glories of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is something that I have carried in my heart for some time, but I feel measured in my appreciation of His moral glory.  We would be tested as we read this scripture, “And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel”.  How often we may not have seen the Lord’s moral glory.  Perhaps we have seen a different person or other features that we have naturally found attractive.  Jehovah had to say to Samuel, “Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart”.  How wonderful it is that God in His grace should give us an apprehension, a view of the Lord Jesus in His moral glory.

We have been taught that we can view the Lord’s glories in a threefold way, although we would be careful in being too definite in relation to a divine Person.  But we know that He has personal glory.  His personal glory is that, as to His person, He is God.  Even as a Man, the Lord Jesus retained His deity; how blessed that is.  Then there are His official glories, the glories that belong to Him and have been given to Him.  An example of that would be in relation to Israel.  He will yet take up these official glories; how blessed they are.  But these glories, His personal glories and His official glories, were largely hidden when He was here, except where faith discerned them or an occasion demanded it.  There was a time when the Lord said, “I am”, and “they went away backward and fell to the ground”, John 18:6.  There was a revealing of who was there in all His greatness and all His majesty.  How wonderful it is to contemplate.

But while His personal glories and His official glories were largely veiled, His moral glory could not be hidden.  Is that not beautiful?  Indeed, man’s darkness and man’s sinfulness only caused the light that was in Jesus to shine the brighter.  Is that not blessed?  What a One He is for our affections!  Mr Bellett wrote in his book that the Lord was the object of ‘willing degradation before man’1.  He was that for us throughout His life and of course at His trial.  You think of what it must have been for the Lord when He was in the prætorium.  He was treated as a prisoner, and Pilate spoke these words “Behold the man!”, John 19:5.  The moral glory of Christ could not be hidden – God gave that prophetic utterance to the whole world, although it stood united in its opposition to the Lord Jesus.  We speak carefully and reverently, but He would have heard the crowd; the more Pilate spoke to them, the more they raised their voices in rejection, crying “Crucify, crucify him”, John 19:6.  What majesty was there as the Lord Jesus came out before them and Pilate questioned Him.  At one point it says, “And he answered him not so much as one word”, Matt.27:14.  It was moral glory and majesty seen in the Lord Jesus as He moved on to the cross and to death.  How blessed; what a One He is for our affections.  In Revelation, He is described as “a Lamb standing, as slain”, Rev.5:6.  There He is in all His regal glory, in all His moral glory.  We could think of majesty attaching to His Person but there is majesty attached to His moral glory, the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.

But if He was the willing object of degradation before men, there was also the ‘consciousness of intrinsic glory before God’2.  Think of these two features marking the Lord in His manhood here, both His degradation before men and His intrinsic glory before God.  So the heavens could be opened.  They were opened in that way on no other man except Jesus, and the Spirit could descend as a dove upon Him.  Think of the Father’s complacency in such a One, so that the Spirit could descend as a dove and abide upon Him.  That is what we have in this scripture in type.  The horn of oil was poured out.  The word as to David was “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.  And Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren.  And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon David from that day forward”.  It says of David here, “And he was ruddy”.  It speaks of the intensity of the Lord’s devotion to the will of God.  The word ruddy has been linked with the “rams’ skins dyed red”, Exod.35:23 3.  The ram speaks to us of devotion, and the “rams’ skins dyed red” of devotion “even unto death”, Phil.2:8.  That is really what we have here, and such was Jesus’ devotion to the will of God.  We can see that in the garden of Gethsemane.  Luke’s gospel particularly presents the Lord in His dependent manhood, and it says, “And being in conflict he prayed more intently”, Luke 22:44.  There were the rams’ skins dyed red, and He could say “but then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  Think of the beautiful devotion of our Lord Jesus Christ, seen in what is described here in David as “ruddy”.

Then it says, “and besides of a lovely countenance”.  The footnote says ‘beautiful-eyed’, note ‘d’.  The eyes convey to us is what is inward; you may say that what is in someone’s heart or in their feelings is conveyed in their eyes.  So this brings out David’s countenance and appearance, a “lovely countenance”, referring in type to all that the Lord was inwardly.  Then the “beautiful appearance” speaks of all that the Lord was outwardly.  It has been said that in the Lord Jesus there was a perfect combination of holiness and grace.  How beautiful to think of it; a holiness that made Him ever lonely, and grace that made Him ever active.  What a One He is for our affections!  

You may ask, what is moral glory?  Moral glory is really the character of the Person, it is the character of Jesus; that is what moral glory is.  It has been described as a combination of virtues, and think of them as seen perfectly in the Lord Jesus in every circumstance by those that were around Him.  In the house of the tax-gatherer He would be known as the Saviour, in the house of the Pharisee as a Teacher, in the house of Bethany as a Friend, and on the way to Emmaüs He is a Shepherd.  Think of the character of the Lord Jesus being perfect in every circumstance.

And so Jehovah said “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.  And Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren.  And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon David from that day forward”.  David is not only a type of the Lord Jesus, he is a type of the believer.  That becomes a very searching question: as I appreciate the moral glories of our Lord Jesus, am I taking them on?  Am I marked by them myself?  We will find that there are features that come to light which go against how we think naturally.  In chapter 17, we have Goliath, and at the end of verse 37 it says, “And Saul said to David, Go, and Jehovah be with thee.  And Saul clothed David with his dress, and put a helmet of bronze upon his head, and clothed him with a corselet.  And David girded his sword upon his dress, and endeavoured to go; for he had not yet tried it.  And David said to Saul, I cannot go in these; for I have never tried them”.  David could not wear this armour.  Paul said to the Corinthians “For the arms of our warfare are not fleshly” (2 Cor.10:4), and “But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ”, 2 Cor.10:1.  Think of the moral glory that was seen in Paul.  He could say to the Corinthians “Be my imitators, even as I also am of Christ”, 1 Cor.11:1.  What a searching matter that is.  Is there a reflection of the moral glories that were seen in the Lord Jesus in how I think and how I feel, and how I speak and how I act?  There is no one who could have exerted his own natural strength, you may say, more than Paul.  He was a Hebrew of Hebrews.  He had sat at the feet of the most prominent teachers in Israel and yet when he came to speak to the Corinthians, he said “And I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power; that your faith might not stand in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power”, 1 Cor.2:3-5.  So there is a need for moral power.

These are searching matters but they are attractive as we seek to take on something of the moral glories of Christ, as we seek to have this Person before us, this One who is typified in David.  May the Lord Jesus Himself in all His matchless moral glory fill our gaze, for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen Scotland

7 March 2017

J. Drummond

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 16:6-13 (JND) [6] And it came to pass when they were come, that he looked on Eliab, and said, Surely Jehovah's anointed is before him. [7] But Jehovah said to Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have rejected him; for it is not as man seeth; for man looketh upon the outward appearance, but Jehovah looketh upon the heart. [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [9] Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, Neither has Jehovah chosen this one. [10] And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, Jehovah has not chosen these. [11] And Samuel said to Jesse, Are these all the young men? And he said, There is yet the youngest remaining, and behold, he is feeding the sheep. And Samuel said to Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we will not sit at table till he come hither. [12] And he sent and brought him in. And he was ruddy, and besides of a lovely countenance and beautiful appearance. And Jehovah said, Arise, anoint him; for this is he. [13] And Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his brethren. And the Spirit of Jehovah came upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went to Ramah.

John 18:6 (JND) [6] When therefore he said to them, I am [he], they went away backward and fell to the ground.

John 19:5 (JND) [5] (Jesus therefore went forth without, wearing the crown of thorn, and the purple robe.) And he says to them, Behold the man!

John 19:6 (JND) [6] When therefore the chief priests and the officers saw him they cried out saying, Crucify, crucify [him]. Pilate says to them, Take him ye and crucify [him], for I find no fault in him.

Matthew 27:14 (JND) [14] And he answered him not so much as one word, so that the governor wondered exceedingly.

Revelation 5:6 (JND) [6] And I saw in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God [which are] sent into all the earth:

Exodus 35:23 (JND) [23] And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and byssus, and goats' [hair], and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, brought [them].

Exodus 35:23 (JND) [23] And every man with whom was found blue, and purple, and scarlet, and byssus, and goats' [hair], and rams' skins dyed red, and badgers' skins, brought [them].

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

2 Corinthians 10:4 (JND) [4] For the arms of our warfare [are] not fleshly, but powerful according to God to [the] overthrow of strongholds;

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

1 Corinthians 11:1 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ.

1 Corinthians 2:3-5 (JND) [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; [4] and my word and my preaching, not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of [the] Spirit and of power; [5] that your faith might not stand in men's wisdom, but in God's power.



EXTRACT – FAITH IN THE BIBLE


One qualification (none is of any value if God be not with us) I may boast of – profound, unfeigned (I believe divinely given) faith in the Bible.  I have, through grace, been by it converted, enlightened, quickened, saved.  I have received the knowledge of God by it to adore His perfections – of Jesus, the Saviour, joy, strength, comfort of my soul.  Many have been indebted to others as the means of their being brought to God, to ministers of that gospel which the Bible contains, or to friends who delight in it.  This was not my case.  That work, which is ever God's, was wrought in me through the means of the written word.  He who knows what the value of Jesus is will know what the Bible will be to such a one.  If I have, alas! failed it, in nearly thirty years' arduous and varied life and labour – at least such, as far as the service of an unknown and feeble individual usually leads, I have never found it fail me: if it has not for the poor and needy circumstances of time, through which we feebly pass, I am assured it never will for eternity.  "The word of the Lord abides for eternity", 1 Pet.1:25.  If it reaches down even to my low estate, it reaches up to God's height because it comes thence: as the love that can reach even to me, and apply to every detail of my feebleness and failure, proves itself divine in doing so: none but God could, and hence it leads me up to Him.  As Jesus came from God and went to God, so does the book that divinely reveals Him come from and elevate to Him.  If received, it has brought the soul to God, for He has revealed Himself in it.  Its positive proofs are all in itself.  The sun needs no light to see it by…

I desire to add one remark here in reference to inspiration.  I beg to avow, in the fullest, clearest, and distinctest manner here, my deep, divinely-taught conviction of the inspiration of the Scriptures.  That is, while of course allowing, if need be, for defect in the translation and the like, when I read the Bible, I read it as of absolute authority for my soul as God's word.  There is no higher privilege than to have communications direct from God Himself. … My joy, my comfort, my food, my strength, for near thirty years, have been the Scriptures received implicitly as the word of God.  In the beginning of that period, I was put through the deepest exercise of soul on that point.  Did heaven and earth, the visible church, and man himself, crumble into nonentity, I should, through grace, since that epoch, hold to the Word as an unbreakable link between my soul and God.  I am satisfied that God has given it me as such.  I do not doubt that the grace of the Holy Spirit is needed to make it profitable, and to give it real authority to our souls, because of what we are; but that does not change what it is in itself.  To be true when it is received, it must have been true before it was so.

And here I will add, that although it require the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit to give it quickening power, yet divine truth, God's word has a hold on the natural conscience, from which it cannot escape. … And so the word of God is adapted to man, though he be hostile to it – adapted in grace (blessed be God!) as well as in truth.  This is exactly what shows the wickedness of man’s will in rejecting it. … It is disliked because conscience feels it cannot deny its truth.  Men resist it because it is true.  Did it not reach their conscience, they would not need to take so much pains to get rid of and disprove it.  Men do not arm themselves against straws, but against a sword whose edge is felt and feared.  

Reader, it speaks of grace as well as truth.  It speaks of God's grace and love, who gave His only-begotten Son that sinners like you and me might be with Him, know Him – deeply, intimately, truly know Him – and enjoy Him for ever, and enjoy Him now; that the conscience, perfectly purged, might be in joy in His presence, without a cloud, without a reproach, without fear.  And to be there in His love, in such a way, is perfect joy.  The Word will tell you the truth concerning yourself; but it will tell you the truth of a God of love, while unfolding the wisdom of His counsels. 

From the Preface to ‘The Irrationalism of Infidelity’

J.N. Darby Collected Writings Vol.6 pp.3-6
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Scripture references

1 Peter 1:25 (JND) [25] but the word of [the] Lord abides for eternity. But this is the word which in the glad tidings [is] preached to you.
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	 Mr J.G.Bellett, ‘The Moral Glory Of The Lord Jesus Christ’ p.12
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	 As above.
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