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FELLOWSHIP

J. Taylor 

1 Corinthians 1: 9; 10: 15–22; 2 Corinthians 13: 14 

The word translated ‘communion’ in these verses is ‘fellowship’, that is, joint participation in something involving mutual responsibility; not only responsibility to the Lord, but to those who are in the fellowship. There are fellowships in the world, such as Freemasonry, but ours is the fellowship of God’s Son. That gives it its dignity. On the other hand it is the fellowship of His death. We are all bound up in that, and obligated to each other in regard of it. Then in the last verse it is the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

First, as to the dignity of what we are brought into. It says, “God is faithful”. The apostle reckoned on the faithfulness of God that the fellowship would be maintained in spite of conditions in Corinth. We need God and His faithfulness in view of the difficulties concerning the fellowship. The word ‘faithfulness’ is another key to the epistle—God’s faithfulness. In chapter 1 He is faithful in regard to the fellowship; in chapter 10, faithful in regard of any temptations that may befall us; in 2 Corinthians 1, He is faithful in regard of the promises. Who could stand without the faithfulness of God? 

The fellowship has been brought down all the centuries, and come through Rome, being darkened there, but now it has been recovered. It is the faithfulness of God that has done it. 

 God will reach His end; He will have His people, however few, to go on this principle which takes us out of 

all other fellowships, automatically shuts out all other fellowships, whatever they be. It is intolerant of all else; the fellowship of God’s Son cannot admit of what is of this world, or what is contrary to His death, or contrary to the Holy Spirit. God is great enough, and has power enough to uphold His rights in it, so as to shut out all else that is contrary to it. 

The thought of fellowship is one of the most important subjects in the two epistles. It is not local in itself; fellowship is general, but it works out locally. The economy of the assembly involves different local assemblies, but really there is only one fellowship. It involves the general thought, for He has called us—“by whom ye have been called into the fellowship” 

and “for we all partake of that one loaf”. They had been called, but what they had been called into was the same as Paul was in; they all partook of the one loaf. “The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of the Christ? Because we, being many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf”, 1 Corinthians 10: 16, 17. The persons who would receive the ministry would have their part consciously in what is universal, but it would have a certain local expression. 

The economy of the assembly in its provisional side down here will cease when we enter on our heavenly position. She comes down from God out of heaven—one great thought—but at the present time the fellowship works out in localities, whether in this town, London, or New York. Here we are in heathen surroundings. In London we are in nominally Christian surroundings, but the position is the same in each place, for what is characteristic of the place is usually what Satan takes up in opposition. However great the difficulties, the faithfulness of God enables us to overcome them. 

This fellowship is one of the means that God employs to maintain things through the whole of this dispensation. “Who shall also confirm you to the end, unimpeachable in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”, implying that this is the means employed to keep us to the end. 

God is the dominating thought—Paul is apostle by God’s will; the letter is to the assembly of God at Corinth, and he thanks God in respect of the grace of God. It seems as if God has undertaken the matter; He had invaded Corinth in a most striking way. Paul is under great pressure. God had invaded the city through Paul and asserted His rights through him. The Lord said, Do not be afraid, I have much people in this city. He would see him through. It was a most difficult place, but the Lord would see him through, and so this epistle has the same thought—God would be with them now that Paul is away. 

Fellowship is a real bond—“Jesus Christ our Lord”, He is for us all, but then we are also for one another. There are many who readily admit that they are responsible to the Lord for everything they do, but they would perhaps hesitate to say that they are responsible to the brethren for everything. That the Lord should look into their affairs would be admitted, but if the brethren do, they complain; it is not their business. That is independency, because we are obligated to one another in the fellowship—it is a protective obligation. If a person is worldly  and wants worldly things, his worldliness involves the brethren; he is dragging the brethren into it—in this sense, what one does, all do. That is a serious side that many do not recognise. 

This matter of obligation to one another is a thing that ought to be observed. There are those who say, You are interfering in what is my business, and the Lord knows my heart. 

That is an indication of a state of soul incompatible with the fellowship. 

Paul immediately uses condemnatory language of conditions at Corinth in verse 10; he says, There are divisions among you. “I am of Paul”, and so on. That is what Christendom publicly has become. Paul is getting at the root of the evil, for sectarianism is just party spirit. The fellowship ought to convey that it is of God’s Son, but it is fellowship with one another too. 

“If we walk in the light we have fellowship with one another”, 1 John 1: 7. The disciples in the beginning persevered in the apostles’ teaching, then in their fellowship, then in the breaking of bread and prayers. Authoritative teaching is the thing, not simply the Lord’s authority; our teaching must be right. What do you believe? What is your doctrine? They persevered in the apostles’ doctrine, whatever it was. 

The apostles were authoritative. When Peter was preaching, the people said to Peter and the other apostles, “What shall we do?” And Peter says, “Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 37, 38. They recognised the authority of Christ in these men, for they were representative of Christ, so that they would want to know what Peter said in his last address, or what John said, or what Bartholomew said, or what Matthew said. I want to know what the apostles say. If we say, ‘Well, I do not agree with that, I want to make baptism a leading point’, we divide immediately. It should be a question of what the apostles say, what the apostles think. Their teaching would upset much that is taught at the present day. 

Chapter 10 indicates the public boundaries, 

that is, the death of Christ, and we must not go outside these limits. The point is, What are we doing? The early Christians persevered in such and such things. The apostle says, “the cup of blessing which we bless”; that is what we are doing. What we are doing means the fellowship of the blood of Christ. He begins by saying, “flee from idolatry”. Down there in that street, so to speak, at No. 10, is the heathen temple; No. 20 the Jewish synagogue; No. 40 the Christian assembly. What does a man see when he goes into the Christian assembly? Is he at liberty to go to the Jewish synagogue and the heathen temple, too? He is to judge Judaism; it is grown old, about to pass away. The new covenant displaces the old. Heathendom is idolatrous. If a man goes into these three places and says, I enjoy them all, that man is not a Christian. If I enjoy all fellowships, it shows I have no part in true fellowship at all. Are we spiritually intelligent? “I speak as to intelligent persons” (1 Corinthians 10: 15), that is persons who ought to be able to say what is what; that is idolatry, that is Judaism, that is of God. 

We are going on with one thing, the death of Christ, and we cannot go on with anything else. 

This enters into our business and social relations, too. In the earlier part of the tenth chapter the allusion is to Exodus 32. It is what is going on in Christendom in the absence of Christ—

 “as for this Moses ... we wot not what is become of him”, and they ask Aaron to make them a god, and he did. They were worshipping Jehovah, but they were also worshipping that calf. 

Christendom has become a mongrel thing where people assume that one thing is as good as another, putting things together that are positively opposed to one another. Think of the golden calf and Jehovah—the priest of Jehovah administering that! 

The word now is, “Who is on the Lord’s side? … Put every man his sword by his side ... slay every man his brother”, that is, natural relationship of the closest kind, then his companion and his neighbour—the social side. The slaying figuratively is separation, as in 2 Timothy 2: 19—“The Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of the Lord withdraw from iniquity”—a true Levite. You have the thought of persons, vessels to honour and to dishonour. Vessels to honour are such as you value. You not only have the Lord before you, but you have the vessels to honour. These have to be considered, and hence, “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those ...”—that brings in the persons, so that, although we are in remnant times, we come back to the persons. 

1 Corinthians and 2 Timothy together furnish us with the fellowship as it is now. It is very small publicly, and it has been imitated, and the imitation has decoyed many. That requires that I must take up the historical matter, the history of those who name themselves as if they were in fellowship, but in truth they are not. If I am following righteousness, I must look into history. Scripture is full of history, especially the books of Chronicles. The writer begins with Adam and takes us right down to remnant times, and Luke takes up the thread and takes us to Paul (Acts 28), in his own house ready to receive all those who came to him. The Jews came and left him—arguing. That indicates the position; we must have history, we must come right down. Righteousness requires that I must look into all these things, if I am to arrive at the truth. The history will lead you through the generations of God on moral lines to “those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”. It is the most wonderful position conceivable. You are not settling down to old things, past ministry, but the thought of glory 

and increased glory. It is the presence of God that gives us glory, and we want to get to that. 

Beholding the glory of the Lord, we are changed (2 Corinthians 3: 18). It speaks of Moses—

Jehovah spoke to him face to face, and he saw His glory. You can understand his face shining. 

The Lord takes up the hardest places, Corinth itself, one of the worst cities at that time. Here in India and Ceylon the conditions are hard, and we should be very sympathetic with our brethren, but a young man in this island has an opportunity that the angel Gabriel would be glad to have, to stand here for the Lord and gather up whatever there is for the Lord. The Lord is with any man that undertakes it, and if one takes up things and makes a vow, as it were, the Lord will be with him. An old sister may be an overcomer, but what is needed is young, fresh energy—renewal of the mind, renewal in knowledge, renewal of the Holy Spirit. 

It is the renewal that God relies on for continuance of the testimony in any town. 

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all”. The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is a community thought; the Spirit  of God graciously comes down to a community thought, and we are in that. Think of the Holy Spirit in that—what richness there is! In many places, such as India, there is great isolation; but where God has taken up one or two, it is God’s territory and He would have us maintain it. “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ” comes first, and then “the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit” the Trinity, as we say, according to the general principle with God, coming in to establish the Corinthians. God is with His people in all circumstances. 

Address at Colombo, Ceylon
2 September 1939 

(N.S. Vol. 52, p.409) 

 


Scripture references

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 10:15-22 (JND) [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say. [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf. [18] See Israel according to flesh: are not they who eat the sacrifices in communion with the altar? [19] What then do I say? that what is sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? [20] But that what [the nations] sacrifice they sacrifice to demons, and not to God. Now I do not wish you to be in communion with demons. [21] Ye cannot drink [the] Lord's cup, and [the] cup of demons: ye cannot partake of [the] Lord's table, and of [the] table of demons. [22] Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? are we stronger than he?

2 Corinthians 13:14 (JND) [14] The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, [be] with you all.

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …

1 Corinthians 10:16-17 (JND) [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

Acts 2:37-38 (JND) [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 10:15 (JND) [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say.

Exodus 32 (JND) [1] And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people collected together to Aaron, and said to him, Up, make us a god, who will go before us; for this Moses, the man that has brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what is become of him! [2] And Aaron said to them, Break off the golden rings that are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your daughters, and bring [them] to me. [3] Then all the people broke off the golden rings that were in their ears, and brought [them] to Aaron. …

2 Timothy 2:19 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity.

Acts 28 (JND) [1] And when we got safe [to land] we then knew that the island was called Melita. [2] But the barbarians shewed us no common kindness; for, having kindled a fire, they took us all in because of the rain that was falling and because of the cold. [3] And Paul having gathered a [certain] quantity of sticks together in a bundle and laid [it] on the fire, a viper coming out from the heat seized his hand. …

2 Corinthians 3:18 (JND) [18] But *we* all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory, even as by [the] Lord [the] Spirit.



LITTLE THINGS

J. Renton 

Luke 12: 32; Exodus 8: 16–19; Numbers 23: 10; Judges 16: 22 

These scriptures present little things. We were saying in the reading that we are living in a day of small things. We are not in the time of public glory as was manifest at Pentecost when there were obvious signs operating and no one could question the results of the power of God; nor are we living in the time of the pristine glory of the assembly answering to Paul’s ministry before the breakdown; nor are we even living in the time of the recovery when there was distinctive ministry which was recognised in Christendom; in fact we are living in a time when that ministry largely has been rejected and there has been great reduction in the number of those who answer to the truth. We are living in remnant conditions, in a day of small things publicly, yet in a day of great spiritual possibilities. 

In the first scripture read the Lord refers to His disciples as a little flock, which suggests the feature of outward defencelessness. A little flock is defenceless; the protection of a flock depends on the shepherd. The Lord says here, “Fear not, little flock “. He said earlier, 

“Consider the ravens … God feeds them” (Luke 12: 24). The context of the passage shows the Lord’s concern that His disciples should not be over-anxious about food and raiment—

material things. It is the over-anxiousness which the Lord is concerned about, lest they should be so anxious about these things that they should forget what we had last night as to what is 

more important. Of course we are to be righteous; we have to see to our livelihoods; but that is not to be the first thing with us. 

The Lord says here, “Fear not, little flock”. There they were, a few disciples, and the Lord was about to leave them. You will notice the mount of transfiguration is described in chapter 9 of the gospel of Luke and many chapters follow describing what took place in possibly only a very short time. In chapter 9 the time of the Lord’s receiving up was in view, and the Lord  is fortifying His disciples in the following chapters in view of His absence. When the Lord was here He protected them; the little flock were safe when the Lord was here; but now He was going to leave them, and they would be suffering, outwardly defenceless against opposition and persecution. The Lord says, “Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom”. There is the kingdom, a whole order of things under God, in view of the support and the protection of this little flock. There is our Father who is in the heavens, the Lord of heaven and earth; everything is under His control, and the objects of His chief interest are the little flock down here. There is the Lord Jesus exalted, all power given to Him in heaven and on earth, and His chief interest is the little flock down here. There is the presence of the Holy Spirit; there is the fellowship of one another, all such provision is involved in the kingdom, a divinely ordered arrangement of things for the support and protection of these few defenceless sheep. 

He goes on to say in Luke 12: 33, “Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy. For where your treasure is, 

there also will your heart be”. We are not to be over-occupied with things down here; as Paul says in Philippians, “our commonwealth has its existence in the heavens” (Philippians 3: 20). 

The next move from heaven is what we ought to be expecting. The Lord Jesus is sitting with His Father in His throne; any moment He will rise from that seat and come for His own and everything here will be altered. We have a whole kingdom to support us; the gates of hades cannot prevail against this kingdom. The Lord would therefore as a true Shepherd comfort His little flock. We sometimes speak about the smallness of numbers available, but very few were available in Luke 12; the Lord gathered very few comparatively in His three-and-a-half years of service; He was not popular. We need to be preserved from desiring to be popular. 

He gathered the little flock and He was the Shepherd; they were His chief interest down here. 

Therefore there was an abundant answer to their defencelessness. This little flock were the flock of the One who was crucified. The Lord did not retaliate, He did not defend Himself, when reviled He reviled not again, when suffering He threatened not (1 Peter 2: 23). The little flock are to be like Him, prepared to suffer; their defence does not depend on their own actions, but the Shepherd who was crucified Himself will defend and support them. 

Now in Exodus you have little things in testimony. The feature with these gnats is testimony. 

The little flock is defenceless but cared for by divine protection, but the gnats suggest testimony. They are very little things, you can hardly see them. They are despised; I suppose in the creational order of things they would be of the least value, but they make their presence known, and felt, very much so. You could not deny their presence. That is like the believer in this world at the present time, it is the evidence of life. We were speaking about Paul in that hall of audience in the midst of all the pomp and the men of distinction. Luke uses language that would give us the atmosphere of that pompous company. Then they sent for Paul the prisoner; he would be like a gnat in that company; nobody would rise up when a prisoner came in; they would all rise up when Agrippa came in,  but not when Paul came in. How would he look, I wonder? There he was; did he not make his presence felt; did he not embarrass all that company? 

The gnats were not withdrawn and there is no warning given as to them. In other signs Moses was told to warn Pharaoh, but here they just appeared, and in other plagues things were withdrawn, but not here; they continued. In previous plagues the sorcerers imitated; but they were not able to imitate life. The testimony here is to life, of no account in men’s reckoning but in powerful testimony which cannot be gainsaid. It says that “Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and smote the dust of the earth, and there arose gnats on man and on beast”. What beginnings!—dust; it is really life out of death; it is in principle resurrection life. That is what the believer has; just as our Saviour is in life out of death, so the believer is quickened with Him, that is, made to live in His life, and that kind of life is to be in testimony down here. It is not pompous, nor presumptuous; it is outwardly insignificant, yet there is powerful testimony, little things, but powerful in life. It says, “And the scribes did so with their sorceries, to bring forth gnats; but they could not ... Then the scribes said to Pharaoh. This is the finger of God!” The finger of God suggests that the believer is in testimony in life down here. 

Now in the book of Numbers Balaam is speaking; he was a man in whom there was no work of God, and yet under God’s control he said some wonderful things. He says, “Who can count the dust of Jacob?”; it is not exactly the glory of Jacob, it is the dust of Jacob. It no doubt would refer to the death of Jacob. I believe it would have some bearing as to the death of Christ. Who can count the dust of Jacob? Who can reckon the great results from the death of Christ? Think of the humiliating circumstances publicly in which Jesus died; hung upon a cross, men jeering at Him; there was not the slightest public evidence of God supporting Him. During the first three hours of the Lord’s suffering, from the third to the sixth hour, in daylight, ignominy was hurled at Him. It was public humiliation of the worst kind; it was the worst that men could do, with Satan behind them. They said, “He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will have him”, Matthew 27: 43. It was public humiliation of the worst kind, and there was no public evidence of God supporting Him, but think of the results of the dust of Jacob, the great results of the death of Christ! There was never anything so humiliating as that which Jesus suffered—but what great results! “Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let my soul die the death of the righteous”. Balaam did not die thus, but Jesus died the death of the righteous. Who can reckon the great results from it? “In his humiliation”, the prophet said, “his judgment has been taken away”, Acts 8: 33. We will be strengthened in the conditions of humiliation and reproach in which we are as we think of the humiliating circumstances in which Jesus was found. This should encourage us. 

Now in the last scripture, in Judges, we have Samson, also in humiliating circumstances. How did he come into these circumstances? Who was the cause of it? He was the cause. 

Samson’s own  failure was the reason for his being found in such humiliating circumstances. This has a bearing on ourselves. Much that we suffer in humiliation is not the reproach of the Christ, but reproach which we have brought upon ourselves because of certain departure from the truth, certain extremes which marked us which we have faced and judged, yet some governmental result remains, just as with Samson here. There were two men in the Old Testament who suffered for their own sins; one was David and the other was Samson, and it is a comfort to read the histories of these men because they have a bearing on our own time. Delilah tempted Samson and the amazing thing was he knew he was being tempted, he knew what her object was, and yet he succumbed, he disclosed the secret he had with God. He thought, “I will go out as at other times before, and disengage myself. And he knew not that Jehovah had departed from him” (Judges 16: 20). What a sad situation! The Philistines seized him, put out his eyes, brought him down to Gazah and bound him with fetters of bronze, and he had to grind in the prison-house. “But”, it says, “the hair of his head began to grow”; it is life in humiliating circumstances; it is life in smallness. Previously Samson could speak about the seven locks of his head; he cannot speak here about the seven locks of his head; “But the hair of his head began to grow”, and this is the kind of day we are in. There is not much to make an impact on Christendom, but there is to be reality and revival and a little power. Samson in the end slew more Philistines than in all his life. 

That is all I have to say. Do not let us bemoan too much the littleness of things; let us realize what God can do with little things. The little flock so precious to Him, persons who are true to the principles of the assembly, are of special interest to heaven. Let us continue in the testimony in life and let us not be discouraged by outward circumstances, or by fewness of numbers. Let us be real and maintain what is true to the Lord Jesus until He come, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Gothenberg, Sweden
9 August 1980 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:32 (JND) [32] Fear not, little flock, for it has been the good pleasure of your Father to give you the kingdom.

Exodus 8:16-19 (JND) [16] And Jehovah said to Moses, Say unto Aaron, Stretch out thy staff, and smite the dust of the earth, and it shall become gnats throughout the land of Egypt. [17] And they did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and smote the dust of the earth, and there arose gnats on man and on beast: all the dust of the land became gnats throughout the land of Egypt. [18] And the scribes did so with their sorceries, to bring forth gnats; but they could not. And the gnats were on man and on beast. [19] Then the scribes said to Pharaoh, This is the finger of God! But Pharaoh's heart was stubborn, and he hearkened not to them, as Jehovah had said.

Numbers 23:10 (JND) [10] Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let my soul die the death of the righteous, and let my end be like his!

Judges 16:22 (JND) [22] But the hair of his head began to grow after he was shaved.

Luke 12:24 (JND) [24] Consider the ravens, that they sow not nor reap; which have neither storehouse nor granary; and God feeds them. How much better are *ye* than the birds?

Luke 12:33 (JND) [33] Sell what ye possess and give alms; make to yourselves purses which do not grow old, a treasure which does not fail in the heavens, where thief does not draw near nor moth destroy.

Philippians 3:20 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour,

Luke 12 (JND) [1] In those [times], the myriads of the crowd being gathered together, so that they trod one on another, he began to say to his disciples first, Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy; [2] but there is nothing covered up which shall not be revealed, nor secret that shall not be known; [3] therefore whatever ye have said in the darkness shall be heard in the light, and what ye have spoken in the ear in chambers shall be proclaimed upon the housetops. …

1 Peter 2:23 (JND) [23] who, [when] reviled, reviled not again; [when] suffering, threatened not; but gave [himself] over into the hands of him who judges righteously;

Matthew 27:43 (JND) [43] He trusted upon God; let him save him now if he will [have] him. For he said, I am Son of God.

Acts 8:33 (JND) [33] In his humiliation his judgment has been taken away, and who shall declare his generation? for his life is taken from the earth.

Judges 16:20 (JND) [20] And she said, The Philistines are upon thee, Samson! And he awoke out of his sleep, and thought, I will go out as at other times before, and disengage myself. And he knew not that Jehovah had departed from him.



“ALL THINGS ARE READY”

W. Dickson 

Luke 14: 16–24; Acts 10: 44–48; Hebrews 11: 23–26 

Could I commence the meeting by asking you if you have ever pondered why God formed man and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life? Because to understand why God created man is to understand the necessity for the gospel. It would appear from the Scriptures that the reason why God formed man, a being so different from the lower creation, was that He wanted those with whom He could share His choicest thoughts; that was why He created man. It is possible for everyone to have a link with God and to enjoy, as believing in the Lord Jesus, the blessed relationship of having Him as a Father and having His Spirit in their hearts as living water springing up into eternal life. 

 How was that desire of God to share things with His creature interrupted? It was interrupted by sin. It was interrupted because Satan sowed a seed of unbelief and distrust in the heart of man. Jealous of the place that God was going to have in the affections of that creature, he usurped God’s place in the heart of man. To man’s loss God had to expel His creature from the garden of delights. But the heart of God still longed for the 

companionship of His creature. In His sovereignty and in His wisdom He took up many men, men who walked with Him like Enoch, like Abraham, like Moses, like David, but still His heart was not free to flow in all its unrestricted wealth and depth towards the creature He had formed. 

But He had a plan, a wondrous plan. We spoke of that plan this afternoon and it thrilled our hearts to think that God was not defeated by the intrusion. He was not defeated by the effort of Satan to deprive Him of the creature with whom He wanted to share His richest and choicest thoughts. And what was that plan? Have you ever heard of that plan? Have you ever heard of the Saviour? Have you heard of that blessed Saviour who came here into manhood and displayed in His pathway the God whom we proclaim to you in the gospel?—in touching needy sinners, in blessing weary hearts, in coming in in healing and blessing, raising the dead. Oh, what a Saviour! What it must have been in Galilee! What it must have been in Nazareth, what it must have been in Jerusalem, to see a Man, a lowly Man without pride, without any feature that marked men of this world. His whole life here was devoted to doing good. But still that did not remove the barrier to that free intercourse between God and the creature that He had formed for His praise. 

Who could remove the barrier? Oh, that glorious Man, our Saviour Jesus. He had to go down into death and in death He dealt with the enemy of our souls and broke his power for ever. 

Think of the wondrous fact of the blood-shedding of Jesus, that great work of redemption that met the claims of the throne of God, the claims of that majestic throne which had been sinned against so that, on account of righteousness, it was impossible for God to renew the relationship which had been 

broken by sin. A righteous, holy God had to have His claims met, and met righteously; and there was only one way in which they could be met and that was by the shedding of the blood of His beloved Son, Jesus. On the mercy seat now there is that blood, the perfect witness that God’s righteousness has been fully met, and the gospel goes forth tonight. 

What is the gospel? God is calling you to come and share the great supper with Him. Have you ever been at the great supper? It is a great matter in the world these days when men get invitations to high occasions. O, beloved hearers, God would give you an invitation tonight to the greatest, the most wonderful celebration that could ever be prepared, the celebration of the victory of Christ consequent upon His death and resurrection and the restoration on the basis of redemption of every thought of God for His creature. Will you come? God wants to share it with you tonight; His heart is longing. His heart is towards you in all its fulness, sending out the message, “Come … all things are ready”. You can have your sins forgiven, and not only your sins forgiven, but the man who committed the sins is forever banished from  the sight of God in the death of Christ. I will just dwell for a few moments on one thing that is on the table at the great supper, and that is justification. God, consequent on the work of Christ, can set you in His presence clothed in the perfection of that Man as if you had never sinned at all. Is that not wonderful? It is on the principle of faith and not on the principle of works. 

But that message to the supper was refused and without exception they began to excuse themselves. Have you ever refused the invitation? Oh, you say, I am young and I want to have my fling; I want to enjoy myself; I will think about it in due course. You are just refusing the invitation for the moment. 

You might say, Well, business takes so much of my time that I have not had occasion to ponder these things sufficiently—perhaps you are refusing the invitation. But God is in no way hindered; He will have His house filled. 

Of course, we understand that the teaching here primarily refers to the Jews, how God at the beginning of the Acts, through Peter and the testimony of Stephen, expressed all the grace of the dispensation to the nation that had crucified Christ. That was God saying, Come. But they refused it. “Then the master of the house, in anger, said to his bondman, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring here the poor and crippled and lame and blind. And the bondman said, Sir, it is done as thou hast commanded, and there is still room”. Now who was that bondman? That was Paul, Paul entrusted with the gospel to the Gentiles after the Jews had rejected it. Where did God find you, dear brother, and you, dear sister? Oh the sovereignty of divine mercy that some of us have been found! Beloved, nothing can exceed the glory of the Christian dispensation, the magnificence of the mercy that God has shown in the giving of His beloved Son. In constant, patient grace He sends forth the gospel, and we are here tonight as persons who have experienced something of that grace in our own hearts and have come into the enjoyment of the rich feast that God has provided. 

In Acts 10 we come to the fulfilment of Luke 15. I have read Luke 14, but this passage we have read in Acts 10 is the fulfilment of Luke 15, the Gentiles coming in, the prodigal son, as we call him. After the overtures of God toward the Jews had been spurned, Peter was entrusted as a bondman with the bringing in of the Gentiles. We get in this passage an impression of how the heart of God, 

so to speak, welled over in joy as He saw the prodigal son coming back. He said, as it were, Let us kill the fatted calf. Now the fatted calf was something in reserve and would involve many choice thoughts as linked with Christ the glorified Man. God is calling us in the gospel to know not only the great work of redemption and what He has found in the Man who accomplished that work, but He is calling us to feed on the fatted calf, these choice thoughts of purpose and blessing connected with a glorified Christ. No repast in this world can offer you anything like this. Young people, no so-called religion in this world can offer you anything like this. A man can start a new religion in a day; within a year he can have ten thousand followers; religions are springing up like weeds in a garden, religions everywhere, but not one of them has as its object and centre a glorious Man who went into death and  accomplished the work of redemption and is now alive in the glory as the perfect expression of God’s thoughts in blessing for His creature. 

Was God’s heart for ever closed against His earthly people? No! In the case of the elder brother you see in figure the heart of God still going out to the Jews. While He waits for them He is embracing the Gentiles, imparting the gift of the Holy Spirit. You can have the gift of the Holy Spirit. You can have the greatest Friend it is possible for a person to have indwelling him, in the Person of the Holy Spirit, a Friend who is constantly available to you, to help you in every circumstance. When sin besets you, when the struggle is going on in your heart, when the devil is trying to get the mastery over you, trying to lead you into a path that you know is dishonouring to Christ, turn to the Spirit; seek His help and the enemy will flee from you. 

Peter baptised Cornelius and his household. What did he baptise them to? He would baptise them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in the name of the Lord. He baptised them to an order of things that is not marked by death. It is through death, but it is marked by life in the Christian circle in an order of things peaceful and free from sin. 

In Hebrews 11 I wanted to speak of another kind of sharing, that is to share the reproach of Christ. Moses was a great man in the palace of Pharaoh, he had a great place there, but God’s beloved people were despised, hated and under constant persecution in Egypt. Moses said, I will share the sufferings. What a privilege for any of us in these days in which we are to take our share. That is what the apostle Paul says to Timothy, “Take thy share in suffering”, 2 

Timothy 2: 3. Are we all taking our share? Are we like Moses choosing “to suffer”? God commands men everywhere to repent (Acts 17: 30). But after you are a believer the Spirit helps you to make the right choice. The acceptance of the gospel is obligatory on men on the principle of repentance, but after you have accepted the gospel you must make your choice. 

The choice is—Christ or the world; a place here, or a place in glory? What path are you going to choose? Are you going to share with Christ, and with the people of God, the path of His rejection? Think of the recompense. A present recompense? Yes. A future recompense? Yes; but assuredly a rich recompense. Let us not only enjoy the blessed privilege of sharing God’s choicest thoughts with Him, but let us lay hold of the opportunity of sharing the suffering with the people of God in the time of Christ’s rejection, for His name’s sake. 

Preaching in Brooklyn, N.Y.
10 May 1981 

 


Scripture references

Luke 14:16-24 (JND) [16] And he said to him, A certain man made a great supper and invited many. [17] And he sent his bondman at the hour of supper to say to those who were invited, Come, for already all things are ready. [18] And all began, without exception, to excuse themselves. The first said to him, I have bought land, and I must go out and see it; I pray thee hold me for excused. [19] And another said, I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to prove them; I pray thee hold me for excused. [20] And another said, I have married a wife, and on this account I cannot come. [21] And the bondman came up and brought back word of these things to his lord. Then the master of the house, in anger, said to his bondman, Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring here the poor and crippled and lame and blind. [22] And the bondman said, Sir, it is done as thou hast commanded, and there is still room. [23] And the lord said to the bondman, Go out into the ways and fences and compel to come in, that my house may be filled; [24] for I say to you, that not one of those men who were invited shall taste of my supper.

Acts 10:44-48 (JND) [44] While Peter was yet speaking these words the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were hearing the word. [45] And the faithful of the circumcision were astonished, as many as came with Peter, that upon the nations also the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out: [46] for they heard them speaking with tongues and magnifying God. Then Peter answered, [47] Can any one forbid water that these should not be baptised, who have received the Holy Spirit as we also [did]? [48] And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord. Then they begged him to stay some days.

Hebrews 11:23-26 (JND) [23] By faith Moses, being born, was hid three months by his parents, because they saw the child beautiful; and they did not fear the injunction of the king. [24] By faith Moses, when he had become great, refused to be called son of Pharaoh's daughter; [25] choosing rather to suffer affliction along with the people of God than to have [the] temporary pleasure of sin; [26] esteeming the reproach of the Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt, for he had respect to the recompense.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Luke 14 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the rulers, [who was] of the Pharisees, to eat bread on [the] sabbath, that *they* were watching him. [2] And behold, there was a certain dropsical [man] before him. [3] And Jesus answering spoke unto the doctors of the law and Pharisees, saying, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath? …

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Luke 15 (JND) [1] And all the tax-gatherers and the sinners were coming near to him to hear him; [2] and the Pharisees and the scribes murmured, saying, This [man] receives sinners and eats with them. [3] And he spoke to them this parable, saying, …

Hebrews 11 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen. [2] For in [the power of] this the elders have obtained testimony. [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear. …

Acts 17:30 (JND) [30] God therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, now enjoins men that they shall all everywhere repent,



SCRIPTURE AND THE COMPANY OF CHRIST

M. W. Biggs 

It recently occurred to me with great force that I should not require my Bible in heaven. ‘Of course not’, you say, ‘you will then be in the company of Christ and in the enjoyment of that  which ministry or the Scriptures tell you is yours’. Exactly! May we not in our measure experience this now? To be sure we may! I read my Bible, and while doing so I may turn to Him of whom it speaks. I find myself in His company. Holy, blessed joy! I place my book or my Bible down and enjoy Himself, His company. As another long ago said— 

There lie my books—for all I sought 

My heart possesses now; 

The words are sweet that tell Thy love, 

The love itself art Thou. 

One line I read—and then no more— 

I close the book to see 

No more the symbol and the sign, 

But Christ revealed to me! 

We may well read our Bibles with diligence and care; but let us not linger in the avenues of the terms of the truth, but reach Himself who is the truth; let us not be content with reading about Him, but enjoy His company! 

(From ‘The Believer’s Friend’, 1932, p.101) 

 


THE CHRISTIAN’S PRIVILEGES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

J. Wright 

Philippians 3: 13–21; 1 Corinthians 15: 51–58 

As in the presence of death, these scriptures point us to what is beyond death for the believer on the Lord Jesus. The word in Philippians has its bearing on the Christian’s privileges, and that in Corinthians has its application to the believer’s responsibilities. Now a Christian’s privileges and responsibilities go together, so what the apostle brings forward here is a word for us who remain. 

In Philippians 3 Paul is speaking not as an apostle, although he was an apostle, but as a Christian, of the wonderful privilege of being a Christian. Paul, as a Christian, spoke in such a way before Agrippa that the king said, “In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian”, Acts 26: 28. In the light of what is beyond death it is indeed a privilege to be a believer on the Lord Jesus. The essence of being a Christian is to have Christ. Paul had suffered the loss of all, but he had gained Christ. Our beloved brother, who is now with the Lord, had suffered loss outwardly during his long life, but he had Christ and he clearly enjoyed his part with Christ, both as an individual and as among the saints collectively. Christ more than compensated for any loss here. Both individually and collectively we can have Christ as our gain. Now Paul was pursuing and the word to us is to pursue. As having the  Spirit we can have as much of Christian privilege as we go in for. Let us take up this privilege more. 

Paul speaks of “our commonwealth”, which suggests that our privileges are to be enjoyed together, but it is a heavenly commonwealth. It “has its existence in the heavens”. What is being worked out in us here is heavenly. Our privileges are not connected with this scene. Paul as a Hebrew of Hebrews, and so on, had had privileges connected with this scene, but what was far better had laid hold of him—Christ. As having Christ as his gain Paul was ready to sacrifice everything else, all that he had once gloried in and in which he had found satisfaction, for he had something far better. How wonderful Christ is! 

Paul goes on to say that “also we await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour”—that would be as Saviour in the final sense—“who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory”. Bodies of glory will be required to enjoy our privileges to the full, and He Himself is going to transform these mortal bodies of ours, so that when we see Him, we shall be like Him. What a prospect for the believer on Him, but what a triumph that by the power of the Spirit we can know our heavenly privileges even now! 

Now the section in Corinthians bears on the side of our responsibilities. Earlier in this chapter the apostle had gone over the truth of the glad tidings which meets our responsibility before God as sinners through Christ dying for our sins, being buried, and being raised the third day. 

As in the gain of the triumph of the resurrection of Christ and the light of the resurrection of the saints, Paul goes over certain matters with a sense of victory and triumph in his soul. We can look forward to being with Christ and being no longer in this mortal condition, but meanwhile the work of the Lord is to go on, and it was this aspect of our responsibility that I had particularly in mind. 

If the Lord takes one to be with Himself there is a gap, nevertheless, the work of the Lord is to go on. Paul therefore encourages the brethren to be “firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord”, and this has to be worked out in our local settings. 

Our beloved brother’s public service did not extend far, but he was devoted to the assembly in this locality. In one sense it is more testing to go on day by day in obscurity in the work of the Lord locally, rather than be engaged in more prominent service, but we have a responsibility to see that this work goes on. Let us, as in the light of the glory beyond death, be committed to the work of the Lord, involving the responsibilities of the fellowship and devotion to what is of assembly character in each of our localities. Such toil will not be in vain, for there is that which will go through to the end for the pleasure and glory of God. May we all be in it. 

Word at the burial of Mr. C. H. Stay, St. Albans
28 April 1982 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 3:13-21 (JND) [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. [15] As many therefore as [are] perfect, let us be thus minded; and if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you. [16] But whereto we have attained, [let us] walk in the same steps. [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model; [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

1 Corinthians 15:51-58 (JND) [51] Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all fall asleep, but we shall all be changed, [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed. [53] For this corruptible must needs put on incorruptibility, and this mortal put on immortality. [54] But when this corruptible shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall come to pass the word written: Death has been swallowed up in victory. [55] Where, O death, [is] thy sting? where, O death, thy victory? [56] Now the sting of death [is] sin, and the power of sin the law; [57] but thanks to God, who gives us the victory by our Lord Jesus Christ. [58] So then, my beloved brethren, be firm, immovable, abounding always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in [the] Lord.

Philippians 3 (JND) [1] For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in [the] Lord: to write the same things to you, to me [is] not irksome, and for you safe. [2] See to dogs, see to evil workmen, see to the concision. [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh. …

Acts 26:28 (JND) [28] And Agrippa [said] to Paul, In a little thou persuadest me to become a Christian.



EXTRACT

If a Christian is happy in the full light of divine love, self-judged, and therefore not allowing the flesh, see what rapid progress he will make in divine things. There is nothing I am so afraid of as activity of mind in divine things. I was not always so but I am now; you cannot touch the things of God to really understand them, beyond your spiritual state. 

F. E. Raven (N.S. Vol. 10, p.51) 
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