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“A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM”


E. C. Muggleton1

Luke 9: 43–48; 22: 24–27; Matthew 18: 1–3; Isaiah 11: 5, 6 

In reading these passages I am concerned as to how we are getting on together in our local settings. It must be the burden of all of us that we should be dwelling together in unity, as we have often been reminded, for “there hath Jehovah commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”, that is, eternal life. We would all credit one another with the desire to promote these conditions in our local settings, as we have it in Isaiah, “the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together”. He refers, of course, to the millennial day; but such conditions are to be enjoyed now in the assembly. 

It may be the Lord has something to rebuke, as He says in connection with Laodicea, “I rebuke and discipline as many as I love”. We must be prepared to be searched by the word of God, because the word of God is said to be “a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart”. This passage in Luke 9 is very exercising because it immediately follows the mount of transfiguration where the glory of Jesus had shone so resplendently before the disciples. Yet, as coming down from the mount, there was a great lack of power to deal with things. The Lord may be testing us as to this very matter. But behind all that there lies what only He could detect, that was this reasoning. He said to His disciples—and we must be prepared for the Lord to say something to us—Why was it, there was, .a lack of power to cast out the spirit and heal the child? “Do ye let these words sink into your ears”. Then, “a reasoning came in amongst them, who should be the greatest of them”. How very sorrowful, as following this glory scene, that such a thing should take place—a reasoning who should be the greatest! “And Jesus, seeing the reasoning of their heart”—that is where it begins, in the heart. We have to search our hearts. The very thoughts and intents of the heart are discerned by the word of God; and the Lord detected this kind of thing that was going on in their heart. 

He meets it by taking a little child—“having taken a little child set it by him”—alongside the Lord of glory! Think of a little child by Jesus! Any of us may be such that the Lord can set by Him. A little child manifests the Spirit of Christ, and takes character from Him; it is a model, and the Lord is the great Model in Luke’s gospel, Had the disciples been engaged with the glory on the mount there would have been no reasoning in their heart who should be the greatest. There is only One glorious Person to be great. In this very gospel it says, “he shall be great, and shall be called Son of the Highest”. The Spirit of God would bring before us the greatness of Jesus and the glory of His Person and it should affect us, as it says, “But we all, looking on the glory of the Lord, with unveiled face, are transformed according to the same image from glory to glory”—a moral change in us as affected by the glory. 

Now in Luke 22 there was a strife (not a reasoning), “which of them should be held to be the greatest”. This does not follow the mount of transfiguration, it takes place following the Supper. We may sit down and break bread together, but what about after the Supper? Do we get on during the week? Is there strife amongst us? It is not a reasoning here, but a strife. The Lord Jesus meets it, not with a rebuke of severity, but in a gentle priestly way, bringing Himself before their hearts, as He says here, “for which is greater, he that is at table or he that serves? 

Is not he that is at table? But I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”. What a touch, dear brethren! 

If we were appropriating the loaf on the table, and understanding what it really means to drink into the cup, we should be spiritually adjusted and desire to be in accord with the loaf and the cup. It would help us inwardly so that we would judge ourselves, and there would be no strife amongst us. If we do not judge the reasoning in the heart it will result in strife, and it is very sorrowful that strife should come in amongst us at any time. But the Lord rebukes it gently and in a positive way by saying, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”, the One who has gone to the lowest point, even into death itself. We can never take the lowest place, the Lord Jesus has taken that; but it is for all of us to take the low place. The apostle says, “to me, less than the least of all saints, has this grace been given”. But the Lord Jesus has taken the lead, as He says, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”. We must be prepared for rebuke. May the Lord help us in this matter so that His own greatness and glory may be before us! Nothing on the line of self-importance manifesting itself is to go on unjudged. It is only the glory of Jesus that will help us. 

Then in Matthew’s gospel, the administrative gospel, it says in chapter 18, “the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens?” It is not a question of greatness in the kingdom, but whether we can enter into it. “And Jesus having called a little child to him, set it in their midst, and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”. This little child is available to the Lord—He can take it. That is what He wants to do in our localities. He rebukes the thought of greatness here by calling the little child to Him and setting it in their midst. The little child had taken character from Jesus—what a rebuke to the disciples! How we should get on in the care-meeting, how things would be lifted to a more spiritual level, if we had this little child set in the midst! Sometimes there is lack of power to go forward, there is some underlying moral matter to be adjusted. 

The Lord calls a little child and sets it in their midst, saying, “Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens”. You say, That belongs to the preaching. It belongs also to the ministry meeting, for most of us need more than one conversion, and the ministry meeting may rebuke us as to whether there is a spirit of rivalry in our heart. If there is, I need to be converted. “Unless ye are converted and become as little children”—the Lord appreciates that kind of spirit; it will promote what is pleasing to Him in our localities, so valuable in the sight of heaven. 

Now in Isaiah we have the wolf and the lamb dwelling together. Perhaps there is much of the wolf character about us. But if we are really converted there would be no difficulty to get on together. The wolf and the lamb are dwelling together. Think of Saul of Tarsus and Ananias dwelling together! Saul had been a ravening wolf, but what a brother he became! God brought about that change. It would not be difficult to dwell together after such a conversion. Then there is the leopard and the kid, and the calf and the young lion, and the fatted beast. But all are lying together—a beautiful restful state. Then it says, “a little child shall lead them”. We often speak about leadership, but it is the little child by the side of Jesus that is to lead; it is the spirit of Jesus, the One who is morally great. The Lord says of the little child, one like Himself, “he is great”. 

May the Lord help us to promote this kind of spirit in view of dwelling conditions, where we can lie down together, where we can enjoy eternal life! He may have to rebuke us if we have rivalry in our heart, but we must bear the word. The Lord rebukes us in a positive way by saying, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves”. 

Croydon
8 October 1957




Scripture references

Luke 9:43-48 (JND) [43] And all were astonished at the glorious greatness of God. And as all wondered at all the things which [Jesus] did, he said to his disciples, [44] Do *ye* let these words sink into your ears. For the Son of man is about to be delivered into men's hands. [45] But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them that they should not perceive it. And they feared to ask him concerning this saying. [46] And a reasoning came in amongst them, who should be [the] greatest of them. [47] And Jesus, seeing the reasoning of their heart, having taken a little child set it by him, [48] and said to them, Whosoever shall receive this little child in my name receives me, and whosoever shall receive me receives him that sent me. For he who is the least among you all, *he* is great.

Luke 22:24-27 (JND) [24] And there was also a strife among them which of them should be held to be [the] greatest. [25] And he said to them, The kings of the nations rule over them, and they that exercise authority over them are called benefactors. [26] But *ye* [shall] not [be] thus; but let the greater among you be as the younger, and the leader as he that serves. [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.

Matthew 18:1-3 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens.

Isaiah 11:5-6 (JND) [5] And righteousness shall be the girdle of his reins, and faithfulness the girdle of his loins. [6] The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and the calf and the young lion and the fatted beast together, and a little child shall lead them.

Luke 9 (JND) [1] And having called together the twelve, he gave them power and authority over all demons, and to heal diseases, [2] and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. [3] And he said to them, Take nothing for the way, neither staff, nor scrip, nor bread, nor money; nor to have two body-coats apiece. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …



EXPERIENCE WITH GOD






W. Lamont 

Genesis 32: 22–32; Psalm 73: 1, 13–17: 2 Corinthians 11: 32, 33; 12: 1–4 

I want to say a brief word, beloved brethren, as to the necessity of experience with God. I suppose in our lives we have many experiences of various kinds, some pleasant, some perhaps bitter. The greatest experience of all, whether for man or woman, boy or girl, is to have a real experience with God. It can begin early. I would encourage you young ones not to wait until you are old to have experience with God. One example comes to 

mind; Samuel as a boy, and the word of the Lord to him, “Samuel, Samuel!” (1 Samuel 3: 10) in a day when things were broken, in a day when the glory was about to depart from Israel, the ark of God was to be taken. The priesthood was corrupt, the temple desecrated, and in that day God spoke to a young boy. It is an encouragement to young persons to make sure of having a real experience with God. Your parents’ experience will not do for you, though it can help; in faith your parents have baptised you, have shown clearly that they hold you not for this world, but for another world, and for another Man in another world. That is what is involved in your baptism, and your parents did that in faith for you in order that in faith you may come to the realization of these things and become exercised, that you might have your own personal, distinctive, definite links with divine Persons, with the Father, with the Lord Jesus, and with the Holy Spirit. These things are essential to be in Christianity rightly. 

So I have read of three men. There are many examples in Scripture of persons who had experience with God. You can just look round this room and see the evidence of persons who have had experience with God, experience of the rigours of the testimony, experience of the sorrows of it, and more than that, persons who have had rich and deep experience with God and have been formed by it. 

So I read first of Jacob. With him he had his wives and his children and he passed over the ford of the Jabbok. He was on a journey; he had lost twenty years of his life. Think of that, a man who had misspent twenty years of his life. He had had experiences and gone back on them, became occupied with other things. His wives and his children were the fruit of what he had acquired in that period of twenty years when he had been away from God, but 

God had him in mind. God has every one of us in mind; in His love for us He has in mind to secure us, and to secure us in order that we should have this rich experience with Himself. 

One feature to Jacob’s credit (we often speak discreditably about Jacob) was recorded of him earlier. He was warned not to take a wife of the daughters of Canaan, and it says of Jacob that he was obedient to his parents (Genesis 28: 1, 7). Young brethren, there is safety in being obedient to your parents in all your practical matters; they have your safety and salvation in mind. Jacob’s obedience reminds us of the Lord Jesus; He went down and was subject to His parents, the One who could say, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?” (Luke 2: 49), saying this at twelve years of age. How beautiful it is! Some of us may think that being obedient and subject takes something from us, detracts from our dignity; rather the opposite, it adds glory, it adds dignity, adds moral beauty to a person, the fact that they are seen to be obedient. That would apply to all of us, old and young. Again the great example is the One who became obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross (Philippians 2: 8). We are constantly touched in our affections as we contemplate the way He went. One who was on equality with God, God as to His Person, yet coming into manhood, obedient, and obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross. What a death it was!—a death of shame, a death of ignominy. The way He has gone makes Him very precious to the believing heart. 

Well, Jacob here remained alone, there came a point when he could not depend on his wife, his family or his goods. You come to a point in your life when you cannot depend on externals, they are of no avail, and you have to learn to be alone. We have many instances in Scripture of persons being alone with God, but again it is supremely 

seen in the Lord Jesus, when they all went to their own homes and He went to the mount of Olives in order that He should be alone in His own intimate, distinctive, sensitive relationships with His Father (John 8: 1). So here Jacob remained alone—“And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn”. What protracted exercise! Some of us give up too easily; some have lost their way in their exercises because they have given up too easily. But Jacob, to his credit, was prepared to wrestle until the rising of the dawn. Dear young believer, do not give up; there is much, I know, that is against you; the whole world is against you; Satan is against you. But God is interested in you, interested in you for your blessing. Satan is also interested in you, very interested in you, but for your destruction. 

Well, Jacob is alone and he wrestles until the rising of the dawn, “and the joint of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. And he said. Let me go, for the dawn ariseth ... 

And he said to him. What is thy name? And he said, Jacob”. How simple it is! He wrestles with this man for so long, and then he says to Jacob, ‘I want you identified’; God would identify you in a definite way in your own spiritual personality as you are prepared to go through protracted exercise. Then he says, “Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob”; I will call you something else, I will dignify you; and he called him “ Israel”—‘Wrestler, or prince of God’ (see note ‘d’). If you want to become a prince of God, if you want to become a dignified person, and be marked by these features that are pleasing to God, you have to be prepared to wrestle through protracted exercise and keep at it. We were reading in the house this morning, “The slothful roasteth not what he took in hunting” (Proverbs 12: 27), and elsewhere, “A sluggard’s soul desireth and hath nothing”, Proverbs 13: 4. 

Desire of itself is not enough; you might desire and do nothing about it. I am sure everyone here, every true heart here, would like to be for God, would like to be devoted in total committal to the Lord Jesus. But then that is desire; you have got to do something about it; you have got to persist in the moral exercise the Lord would have you go through to produce something formed in you that is after Himself so that you come out in your spiritual personality in features that are pleasing to God, seen in absolute perfection in the Lord Jesus Himself. 

So Jacob persists. “And he blessed him there. And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel—For I have seen God face to face”. Wonderful! At the end of all the struggle and wrestling he finds that God is shining; of course He is shining towards you all the time. Jacob had much to go through after this, many exercises; for one thing he had to get his house put right, he had to get all the idols out of his house. What we were saying earlier today was just that, a man and his house. These are important things, that we are to be right in every sphere that we walk in and move in; our households are right; we are right in every area of our movements. Jacob had to learn all that. Nevertheless, his name is changed, his name is Israel, a prince of God. 

I go on to Asaph. It says, “Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart”. It links with what our brother was bringing before us so beautifully last night—“to such as are of a pure heart”. It is a great challenge, beloved brethren, the question of our motives; a pure heart would be that. What, for instance, is my motive for saying certain things? What is my motive for doing certain things? These are very challenging matters. All this is involved in a pure heart; that your motives are pure; you stand in the 

shining transparently, and what you say and what you do is in the light of God as made known, and you act as He would act; you act in the features that so distinctively marked the Lord Jesus. 

Well, it says, “to such as are of a pure heart”. Then Asaph was a bit upset, a bit disturbed, maybe a bit obsessed by conditions that were around him. We get like that sometimes, we get upset about things, get disturbed by things around. He speaks of the disturbing, upsetting effect in his soul, a destabilising effect if you like; he is concerned about all these things, and he had to come to it that the only answer was to be found in the presence of God. That is where answers are found—“Until I went into the sanctuaries of God”. In the sanctuaries of God everything is in keeping with God Himself. In Psalm 72 the reference is to Christ exalted. Psalm 73 is what exists down here in the saints that is in keeping with Christ where He is; that is the bearing of these two psalms. 

So Asaph had to learn that what he was down here had to be in keeping with what existed in the presence of God. So he went into the sanctuaries of God, and he says, “then understood I their end”. Beloved brethren, it is essential to get the divine viewpoint as to everything, then one can be at rest and at peace in one’s soul. Not that we cease to be exercised; that is not the point, but we learn to see every matter as God sees it, and we are exercised about matters, but the peace of God fills our souls. In every circumstance you can view things as God does from His viewpoint and you can be restful and in touch with the One who has all power in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28: 18). Asaph had to learn these things, as we all have to learn them. 

I trust we are getting something as to the essential matter of being in the presence of God, 

and having experience alone with God. It seemed as if Asaph went in alone here—“Until I went into the sanctuaries of God; then understood I their end”. 

Well, I touch on Paul. Paul refers to the matter in Damascus where Aretas the king wished to take him prisoner, probably to put him to death. Paul experienced the tender care of the brethren; we sang in our hymn of the Lord’s tender heart. I think, beloved brethren, another feature that we need to learn something about is the matter of tenderness; how we speak to one another, respect one another. Paul had to learn that. He had been persecuting the assembly. How harsh he was, how brutal he was, how callous he was. Someone said he would go to the local meeting and see widows there, he would see orphans there, and he would say to himself, ‘I was responsible for that’. What is done can never be undone. I remember Mr A. J. Gardiner saying in Glasgow that the government of God decreed that Saul of Tarsus should suffer, the grace of God ensured that he suffered as a Christian. I think that is very fine. But then here he is being persecuted himself, and no doubt he would think of the contrast in the tender way the brethren let him down by this wall; he would think of the walls of Jericho, no doubt—he would be well acquainted with these things—where the spies were let down with a scarlet cord through the window. In Acts it does not refer to the window, it just says the disciples “let him down through the wall” (Acts 9: 25), but here Paul says, 

“through a window in a basket”. How humiliating that would be! the great Saul of Tarsus, the one who had had authority and letters from the high priest, being let down in a basket through a window, by the wall. Paul accepts it; it was done not by the cruelty of his enemies, but in the tender affectionate care of the brethren. 

After this he goes on to this heavenly experience. Wonderful incident! We speak in meetings about what we know; Paul here speaks of things that he was not sure of, that he did not know, 

“whether in the body I know not, or out of the body I know not”, but he had this great experience, this great heavenly experience. “I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago”. I think it is generally accepted that it was at the time fourteen years before when he was stoned and apparently dead. What a thing that was, the hatred of man. How fickle men could be; one time they are pushing Saul of Tarsus on in the destruction of the saints, and the next minute, because of his conversion, they are ready to stone him to death. How unstable, how untrustworthy, man away from God is. Paul had learned that there was something to be seen in Another—“Who art thou, Lord?”—“What shall I do, Lord?”—what a perfect example of one who was ready to be obedient, and it marked Paul all his life. 

“For ye are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus”, Galatians 3: 26. That is true of every believer; whether they are in the gain of it or not, it remains blessedly true of every saint. 

From that standpoint we have no advantage over any other believer; we have a great deal of light, and hence are the more responsible to act according to the light we have, but our standing in Christ is no greater than that of any other believer. So we have this unique experience of Paul—“I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago”; he was caught up to the third heaven, as far as man could go. Paul no doubt would think as he went up to the third heaven of One who has gone above all the heavens, the One who came into this scene and suffered and died, shed His precious blood for us, descended into the lower parts of the earth, and was caught up into heaven. He passed through all the heavens, being greeted as He went up, receiving, as we sometimes sing, ‘The Father’s greetings, honours rare’. What it must have meant at that particular moment when the Lord ascended as Man into the uncreated sphere, according to His request in John 17, “glorify me, thou Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was” (John 17: 5). These are tremendous things that we are privileged to meditate upon, to feed upon and to be formed by. I have often thought that after Paul’s conversion he would re-read Isaiah 53 

and other scriptures which speak of One whom he with others had counted as an imposter and see in them the beauty of Jesus. 

Then he had this experience and he identifies the third heaven; “he was caught up into paradise”. The Lord said to the thief, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”. It is a wonderful thing; “Today”; no delay, none whatever, “with me in paradise”, a state of bliss, a condition of blessing. Paul was caught up into that. Then he “heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter”. 

Well, may it be, beloved brethren, that we learn to set ourselves, and be diligent in making sure that we know vitally the experience individually of what it is to be alone with God and be formed in His presence. Only so are we fit persons practically to take our place in the assembly of God which He has purchased with the blood of His own. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Address at Redbridge
3 November 1990 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 32:22-32 (JND) [22] And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two maidservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford of the Jabbok; [23] and he took them and led them over the river, and led over what he had. [24] And Jacob remained alone; and a man wrestled with him until the rising of the dawn. [25] And when he saw that he did not prevail against him, he touched the joint of his thigh; and the joint of Jacob's thigh was dislocated as he wrestled with him. [26] And he said, Let me go, for the dawn ariseth. And he said, I will not let thee go except thou bless me. [27] And he said to him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. [28] And he said, Thy name shall not henceforth be called Jacob, but Israel; for thou hast wrestled with God, and with men, and hast prevailed. [29] And Jacob asked and said, Tell [me], I pray thee, thy name. And he said, How is it that thou askest after my name? And he blessed him there. [30] And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel For I have seen God face to face, and my life has been preserved. [31] And as he passed over Peniel, the sun rose upon him; and he limped upon his hip. [32] Therefore the children of Israel do not eat of the sinew that is over the joint of the thigh, to this day; because he touched the joint of Jacob's thigh the sinew.

Psalms 73:1-13 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. [4] For they have no pangs in their death, and their body is well nourished; [5] They have not the hardships of mankind, neither are they plagued like [other] men: [6] Therefore pride encompasseth them as a neck-chain, violence covereth them [as] a garment; [7] Their eyes stand out from fatness, they exceed the imaginations of their heart: [8] They mock and speak wickedly of oppression, they speak loftily: [9] They set their mouth in the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth. [10] Therefore his people turn hither, and waters in fulness are wrung out to them. [11] And they say, How can God know, and is there knowledge in the Most High? [12] Behold, these are the wicked, and they prosper in the world: they heap up riches. …

2 Corinthians 11:32-33 (JND) [32] In Damascus the ethnarch of Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes shut up, wishing to take me; [33] and through a window in a basket I was let down by the wall, and escaped his hands.

2 Corinthians 12:1-4 (JND) [1] Well, it is not of profit to me to boast, for I will come to visions and revelations of [the] Lord. [2] I know a man in Christ, fourteen years ago, (whether in [the] body I know not, or out of the body I know not, God knows;) such [a one] caught up to [the] third heaven. [3] And I know such a man, (whether in [the] body or out of the body I know not, God knows;) [4] that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable things said which it is not allowed to man to utter.

1 Samuel 3:10 (JND) [10] And Jehovah came, and stood, and called as at the other times, Samuel, Samuel! And Samuel said, Speak, for thy servant heareth.

Genesis 28:1-7 (JND) [1] And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, and said to him, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. [2] Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father, and take a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. [3] And the Almighty God bless thee, and make thee fruitful and multiply thee, that thou mayest become a company of peoples. [4] And may he give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee and to thy seed with thee, in order that thou mayest possess the land of thy sojourning, which God gave to Abraham! [5] And Isaac sent away Jacob; and he went to Padan-Aram, to Laban the son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother of Rebecca, Jacob's and Esau's mother. [6] And Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob, and sent him away to Padan-Aram, to take a wife thence, blessing him, and giving him a charge saying, Thou shalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; [7] and [that] Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother, and was gone to Padan-Aram.

Luke 2:49 (JND) [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

John 8:1 (JND) [1] But Jesus went to the mount of Olives.

Proverbs 12:27 (JND) [27] The slothful roasteth not what he took in hunting; but man's precious substance is to the diligent.

Proverbs 13:4 (JND) [4] A sluggard's soul desireth and hath nothing; but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat.

Psalms 72 (JND) [1] {For Solomon.} O God, give the king thy judgments, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. [2] He will judge thy people with righteousness, and thine afflicted with judgment. [3] The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the hills, by righteousness. …

Psalms 73 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of Asaph.} Truly God is good to Israel, to such as are of a pure heart. [2] But as for me, my feet were almost gone, my steps had well nigh slipped; [3] For I was envious at the arrogant, seeing the prosperity of the wicked. …

Matthew 28:18 (JND) [18] And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in heaven and upon earth.

Acts 9:25 (JND) [25] but the disciples took him by night and let him down through the wall, lowering him in a basket.

Galatians 3:26 (JND) [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

John 17:5 (JND) [5] and now glorify *me*, *thou* Father, along with thyself, with the glory which I had along with thee before the world was.

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …



OUR DESIRES FOR THE YOUNG


R. J. Campbell 

1 Samuel 2: 18, 19; 1 Timothy 6: 6–12; Galatians 4: 18, 19 

I have been wondering, beloved brethren, as to what our desires are for our children, for our young people, and what our desires are for the saints generally. What objectives do we have for them? I think a prime thing would be a desire with us that our young people and the brethren, the saints generally, might progress spiritually. I wondered whether that really comes about in the area of our affections. I think there is a need for instruction, a great need for instruction; a great need for us to be aware of the principles, what is established in the Scriptures, what has come out in the recovery of the truth, but I wondered whether formation does not come about through our affections, a certain desire for character to be formed in the children and in the saints. 

I was thinking of Hannah and her exercises; she had no fleshly, material ambitions for Samuel, in fact before he was born, as we know, all she desired was a man child for the testimony. Her prayer was that if she did get a boy that he would be committed solely to the testimony, she would give him to Jehovah all the days of his life. What desires, beloved brethren! I am not speaking to the sisters particularly; I think this kind of service can be taken up by each one of us, but I think there is a very necessary function that the sisters can take on in view of the establishment and progress of young people in the truth. When Samuel was born he was given to Jehovah and Hannah expected normal growth in this boy. I wonder 

whether we can be optimistic about our young people, whether we have been to Jehovah about them, praying for them, on our knees about them that they might progress normally. I wonder if Samuel had lived in our day whether he would have been considered abnormal, but Samuel was a normal boy, a boy that grew up in relation to divine things. Hannah made a little coat for him and she brought it to him every year. It has often been referred to; how did she know the coat would fit? She expected normal progress with Samuel, and I am quite sure that, being a spiritual woman, as we know she was, more spiritual than her husband, she would be with God in relation to this boy, and she would know the kind of progress that he would make every year. How wonderful! May these desires be with us. This was a sister, Hannah, as I said, but I think these subjective, deep and intense feelings are to enter into the exercises of brothers; it should not be left to the sisters. May we not just proceed in the externals of the meetings. I feel the challenge of this; we can take part in reading meetings and give words in the ministry meetings, and that is all very necessary, but what is proceeding behind the scenes? What are our subjective, deep and intense exercises in relation to our young people and in relation to the saints? 

I speak of Samuel at the moment. What intense, deep feelings Hannah had, and they continued not just one year and then forgetting about him; every year she went up to sacrifice, every year she saw Samuel. I believe she would seek him out if he was not immediately available, though he was always in the area of the temple; she would not go back without seeing Samuel, she was intensely interested in him, and made this little coat and took it up every year. O, beloved brethren, may we be encouraged to have these exercises, and these desires too, to be interested and to have care so that our young 

people might progress in soul history, that there might be the kind of manhood developed that is essential, absolutely essential, in view of the continuation of the testimony. Manhood is needed; manhood will always be needed. As we near the end of the dispensation, which I think we all would feel we are, I believe manhood will be needed to carry the testimony through, and we are depending on our young people, if the Lord does not come, to maintain things in life and in manhood in the testimony. I believe that there is a need for something to be produced and something to be maintained, and it requires these deep feelings and prayerful interest in view of spiritual progress. 

Well, I read of Timothy particularly because of Paul’s word, “O man of God”. You think of how Paul could address Timothy in this way—“O man of God”. He speaks of him, of course, as his beloved child, who had imbibed Paul’s teaching, and imbibed Paul’s spirit, but also, beloved brethren, he was the product again of deep subjective exercises. Paul speaks at the beginning of the next epistle of the faith that was in Timothy’s grandmother and the faith that was in his mother, and, he says, “in thee also”. You see in Timothy a young man, and yet Paul speaks of him as “O man of God”. You think of the formation in Timothy; you think of the result of exercise in his grandmother and his mother. Again I am not speaking to the sisters only; I think we all have to take our part in this kind of exercise, that there might be manhood coming to light at the present time. What joy it would cause Paul to have a Timothy, to have someone he could speak of as “O man of God”. I feel, beloved brethren, that we should be concerned about these things. 

I read the previous verses because I wonder—and I almost hesitate to say it—whether the enemy 

would use the love of money as an avenue to expose our young people. I believe that we should be concerned that in the home there is protection for our young people. They need care, they need interest, they need affection, they need control; they need all these things, and I wonder whether the enemy would not use the love of money in view of our young people being exposed, so that the kind of progress that should take place in them is perhaps stunted, is perhaps not proceeding in a normal way. You think of these words of Paul here, and you feel the challenge of them. Think of what he says—“For we have brought nothing into the world: it is manifest that neither can we carry anything out”. What will go through, beloved brethren, is the work of God, and everything else, everything else, will be left behind. So Paul is instructing Timothy and he is saying, “O man of God, flee these things”—“flee these things”—manhood according to God will be set in view of the support of the testimony, and Paul is saying “flee these things ... Strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life”. Men grasp after life here, the enjoyment of life; they try to lay hold of it and they never will. Paul says, “Lay hold of eternal life”, it is there for us, beloved brethren, a wonderful area of affection and life and vitality that we can touch. Paul is saying to Timothy, Do not go in for these other things; you flee these things “and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. Strive earnestly in the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life”. 

O, beloved brethren, there is something which is going through, and something that will proceed in the testimony; the Lord will see that His testimony will continue. But may we be encouraged to be fully in it at the present time, to be prayerful that manhood might come to 1ight and that manhood might be continued , and that there might be desire with each one of us, including the young people, to lay hold of eternal life, to lay hold of what is to be enjoyed at the present time. There is nothing in the world; it is a sphere of death, corruption, violence. Paul says, Do not go in for that but, “Lay hold of eternal life”. There is something to be laid hold of, to be grasped, it is within our range to enjoy it, to enjoy something now that really belongs to another world altogether. 

I read of Paul in relation to the Galatians. Think of the feelings he had, the intense exercise he had in relation to the saints at Galatia, and he does not just say, ‘I have travailed once, I have done enough; they have not really showed up too well, but I travailed for them anyway and what else can I do?’, but, “of whom I again travail in birth”. Think of the exercise of Paul, and as I stand here I feel the challenge of it. When you stand up to give a word like this the word is two-edged, it applies to the speaker and it applies to the hearers, so I do not speak to anyone as feeling superior; I feel challenged, I feel humbled by it, but Paul says he will travail again; he would say, If it is necessary, I will go through the whole thing again “until Christ shall have been formed in you”. 

Well, beloved brethren, what an exercise for us. You may say, Well, the material is not very good; you do not get many results, sometimes you get rebuffed. Paul says elsewhere that he would abundantly love though he were less loved (2 Corinthians 12: 15). Whatever the response was, Paul says, I will go on; I will keep on with these subjective deep exercises, not showing his apostolic authority, not setting out the truth in any dictatorial way; he says, I will travail again in birth, I will go through the whole thing again; all that I want is that Christ be formed in you. What a desire, beloved brethren, and I believe that is normal. That Christ should be formed in the saints is normal, and we should be exercised in relation to one another, not chastising. You think of Paul here just saying, I will go through it again, I will travail again until Christ shall have been formed in you. Well, this is a brother, this is Paul speaking, and yet you think of his maternal instincts, his desires, his deep inward feelings; and all he wanted, beloved brethren, was the formation of Christ in the saints. 

I just leave these words, beloved brethren, I feel the challenge of them, but there is much encouragement, and we should see that God would answer us. I think God would answer us if we are prepared to go through with these things, to be prayerful about them, to be intense in our prayers to God, to hold on to Him in view of the preservation of our young people, and their growth, and not only our young people, but that as to each one of us Christ might be formed in us. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
11 December 1990




Scripture references

1 Samuel 2:18-19 (JND) [18] And Samuel ministered before Jehovah, a boy girded with a linen ephod. [19] And his mother made him a little coat, and brought it to him from year to year, when she came up with her husband to sacrifice the yearly sacrifice.

1 Timothy 6:6-12 (JND) [6] But piety with contentment *is* great gain. [7] For we have brought nothing into the world: [it is] [manifest] that neither can we carry anything out. [8] But having sustenance and covering, we will be content with these. [9] But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and many unwise and hurtful lusts, which plunge men into destruction and ruin. [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows. [11] But *thou*, O man of God, flee these things, and pursue righteousness, piety, faith, love, endurance, meekness of spirit. [12] Strive earnestly [in] the good conflict of faith. Lay hold of eternal life, to which thou hast been called, and hast confessed the good confession before many witnesses.

Galatians 4:18-19 (JND) [18] But [it is] right to be zealous at all times in what is right, and not only when I am present with you [19] my children, of whom I again travail in birth until Christ shall have been formed in you:

2 Corinthians 12:15 (JND) [15] Now *I* shall most gladly spend and be utterly spent for your souls, if even in abundantly loving you I should be less loved.



GOD AFFECTED BY THE INTERCESSOR





G. C. McKay 

Genesis 18: 16–20 

I would like to say a little about a very great subject in Scripture, the subject of intercession. 

It is a matter that goes through the Holy Scriptures and overshadows this present dispensation of grace. It has been so essential for the salvation of us all, and presently is, as we know, in the intercession of Christ; and it is a matter that we ourselves can be privileged to have part in, and that the Holy Spirit 

Himself is active in according to Romans 8. I was thinking of how important this whole matter is. You might say that God will act as He will, carry out His will, but what a God He is, that He can be affected by the intercessor! You might almost say that He is looking for that, waiting for that, someone who might have the standing, the approach, the feelings and the intelligence just to intercede for those for whom it is necessary. We know that the present dispensation is overshadowed by the intercession of Christ. 

Those words on the cross spoken by the Lord Jesus, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do”, are upholding the present dispensation, God being affected by the intercession of that great Priest, the One who, as the hymn says, ‘did for transgressors intercede’. So also in the parable of the man who planted the fig tree in his vineyard, we would have some impression of how the Lord Jesus is maintaining this. The fig tree produced no fruit and the owner said it should be removed; it was making the ground useless, taking up space that might well be taken up by something more productive. The vine-dresser interceded and said, 

“Sir, let it alone for this year also, until I shall dig about it and put dung”, Luke 13: 8. I suppose that is again the Lord Jesus interceding, asking for another year. 

God is doing that at the moment, waiting another year, giving men time to repent. The gospel is going out and God is delighting in it and holding back, but underlying this patience of God is intercession, the intercession of Christ. He is being affected by the Lord Jesus. So the matter is one that we come into the gain of, and in the light of that we can preach the glad tidings. Also we know that the Lord Jesus ever lives to intercede for us—a blessed matter, that as believers we know that there is an Intercessor on high. It is very strengthening for us in a pathway where we may be marked by weakness and failure. He ever lives to intercede for us, that is, He is 

marked by life and power where He is. He is marked by acceptability to God too, “Jesus Christ the righteous”, our Patron with the Father. How blessed that is! “He is the propitiation for our sins; but not for ours alone, but also for the whole world”. The grace of the dispensation has been maintained not only in the wonderful disposition of God, but by Christ, the One who is so acceptable and who has made propitiation for our sins. So we are all in the gain of this great matter. What a God He is that He is affected by prayer and by intercession! 

So it runs through Scripture. I have read about Abraham. What marks him is that he has moral qualities that God regards. God has wonderful thoughts as to Abraham and He is confident as to him, that His sovereign selection of him would be justified, and He adds this, that He should not hide from Abraham what He is doing. So there is an advantage then in intelligence as to what God is doing. Thus there can be prayer and intercession that can strike a right chord, that can be in the light of God’s will and of God’s nature. Abraham is able to speak to God as affected by the thought of what was to come in judgment and the fact that there might be righteous persons there in Sodom. He is able to speak then with God and to plead with Him, to draw near to God, “Abraham drew near”. Thank God for that, that persons are able to draw near. Would that we would find our place in that as able to intercede with power. “The fervent supplication of the righteous man has much power”, James 5: 16. So that this matter is very important in every aspect, both as to the gospel and as to prosperity and salvation for the saints. 

So Abraham says, “Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?” He went a great distance in his intercession, not the whole distance. He went down and down and down to twenty and to ten and God was affected by that. God acceded to what he said and that is an encouragement to us that God will listen 

to us if we intercede. If we pray for one another, God will listen—He will listen. If we ourselves are righteous and have right exercises and right motives, then God will listen to us. 

That enhances the prayer meeting. Let us think about that. Prayers and intercessions, it says, should be made for all men. Things are being restrained in the world. Governments are being upheld, I suppose, in that sense. God will do it, of course. He has set up that which restrains, but yet even in that connection the saints are to intercede for men and for the governments. 

Moses is another great intercessor in Scripture, even offering himself in a wonderful spirit that prefigured the Lord Jesus, offering that he himself should be blotted out of God’s book to make propitiation if possible for the sin of the people. Think of Moses interceding and becoming so pleasurable to God as he did so. So you can trace this great matter through Scripture. It came to my mind tonight as we came together what that captain of the fifty said in 2 Kings 1. The fifties went up to Elijah in the mountain and were destroyed, fire came down from heaven to consume them, but the third captain of the fifty went up and he came and fell on his knees and asked that his life and the life of his fifty should be precious in the prophet’s sight. It is affecting to think of how cheap life is in the world. We cannot help but be affected by what is impending in the world, the possibility of terrible destruction of life. 

Well, this man is affected—he himself is on his knees. And he is able to move the man of God because the angel of Jehovah said to Elijah, “Go down with him—be not afraid of him”. 

We find him approaching in a suited way, in a self-judged way, and bringing forward something to strike the right note, the preciousness of the lives of these men. 

Well, that is another thing that would be in 

our hearts. What a privilege it is in the prayer meeting that we should be able to pray, to draw near to God and to intercede. I suppose really we all are here through sovereign grace, but also I think through prayer. There is no doubt about it, that, although God is sovereign, with many, maybe all, what has lain behind our salvation and our conversion has been prayer, the prayers of the saints and the prayers of our parents. What an incentive it is then, dear brethren, that we should be intercessors and take character from the great Intercessor! How beautiful the character of Christ interceding; not only giving Himself for us and securing us for Himself, but constantly interceding for us. What an advantage that is! 

Well, may we proceed on this line. As when Moses was on the mount and Amalek came and fought with the people of God, there is a great conflict, and there you get a great system of intercession, because it typifies a system that we belong to. That word was used and abused in times past, but it is a real matter. There is a divine system, Christ on high and the Holy Spirit here, and God’s work in the saints. The Spirit is in the saints, He Himself being said to intercede for saints according to God. How precious that is—the Holy Spirit here helping and undertaking in this great matter of intercession, so that heaven is affected. We do not pray in an unbelieving way, but understanding that God can be affected and is affected. He is being affected all the time, we might say, by the intercession of Christ, and affected also by our prayers as we pray according to His will and with feeling, being able to say things to God that would affect Him. May we be helped in it for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Glasgow
5 February 1991
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Scripture references

Genesis 18:16-20 (JND) [16] And the men rose up thence, and looked toward Sodom; and Abraham went with them to conduct them. [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing? [18] Since Abraham shall indeed become a great and mighty nation; and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him. [19] For I know him that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of Jehovah, to do righteousness and justice, in order that Jehovah may bring upon Abraham what he hath spoken of him. [20] And Jehovah said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grievous,

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Luke 13:8 (JND) [8] But he answering says to him, Sir, let it alone for this year also, until I shall dig about it and put dung,

James 5:16 (JND) [16] Confess therefore your offences to one another, and pray for one another, that ye may be healed. [The] fervent supplication of the righteous [man] has much power.

2 Kings 1 (JND) [1] And Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab. [2] And Ahaziah fell down through the lattice in his upper chamber which was in Samaria, and was sick; and he sent messengers and said to them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this disease. [3] And the angel of Jehovah said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say to them, Is it because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? …



Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ 10 April 1991, at Colchester
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