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THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST

J. Wright 

Acts 2: 32–36, 41–47; 9: 1–19, 31; 10: 9–16, 48 

We have been occupied in our readings with Christ as Head and I want to say something, beloved brethren, on this occasion as to Him as Lord. It is the same Person, but a different thought. I think in our experience we first come to know Him as Head in the sense that He is Head of every man; He is the divinely appointed Head, and then we come to know Him as Lord. He is not Lord to everyone and the Lord Jesus is not asserting His lordship at the present time. If He was asserting His lordship it would the day of the Lord; it would involve judgment, but He is not asserting His lordship in a general way. He has power and authority, and with certain persons He does assert His lordship. With Saul of Tarsus, He asserted His lordship but it was in wonderful grace, and it subdued him. We need to know Him as Lord if we are to come into the gain of knowing Him as Head of the assembly or Head of the body. 

The lordship of Christ connects with the kingdom, and the kingdom here was set up in the Acts consequent upon the assembly being formed. We understand that we must have the assembly before we can have the kingdom. In the assembly there is the witness of divine grace and through the operations and the recognition of the Lord Jesus as Lord, and as receiving the Holy Spirit we come into the assembly. 

Peter was given the keys of the kingdom by the Lord Jesus when He was here, and before He gave those keys to Peter, He speaks of His assembly, “on this rock I will build my assembly” (Matthew 16: 18), and then He gives the keys of the kingdom to Peter. Peter was using those keys in this chapter, in Acts 2, to let persons in, to bring persons in and he asserts in his address or gospel to these persons that, “God has made him, this Jesus whom ye have crucified, 

both Lord and Christ”. God has made Him Lord; God has put Him in that position. He is Lord in His own Person, but God has put Him in that position, as Lord and Christ. He has given Him the place of supreme power and authority, and an administration has been committed to the Lord Jesus as Lord. The first thing the Lord did in going on high in His administration was to give the Holy Spirit, “he has poured out this which ye behold and hear”. He received from the Father the Holy Spirit and He poured it out. What a dispensation we are in, beloved brethren! This is how it began, with the Lord Jesus going on high and being installed in that office. It has been said, and it is right, that the office does not add anything to the Lord’s Person, but He adorns every office and His lordship is an office that He fills out and He adorns it. The witness of this great act of pouring out the Spirit was in these persons on whom the Spirit came, the hundred and twenty in that upper room at Pentecost. 

The witness was there before the preaching went out; the preaching was not independent of the witness. The preaching is not independent of the assembly. The assembly was there, the house of God was formed and the preaching went out; and it reached the conscience of the hearers. These persons were secured, their conscience was reached and they accepted his word and were baptised. “And having heard it they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do brethren? And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”, Acts 2: 37. This is the way we come into the kingdom, as under the lordship of Christ, and the way we come into the assembly. The way is through repentance and believing the gospel; there is a moral road, a moral foundation in the soul. 

These persons had come in as fresh converts; it says, “And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles”, they persevered in the teaching of the apostles. 

They recognised that the apostles had authority, they represented the authority of the Lord, and there was authority in their teaching and there is authority in the teaching, beloved brethren. There is authority in the teaching of the apostle Paul because the authority of the Lord is behind it. There is authority in what comes from God and comes from the Lord. The apostles were specially chosen vessels, they were the handiwork of Christ, they exemplified the truth and they rightly represented the Lord. The Lord takes up suited vessels, and if the teaching is from the Lord there is authority in it. They recognised the Lord and were subject to Him, as they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles. 

If we are to have fellowship it is in the recognition of Jesus as Lord. He is our bond in the fellowship and that is why we can have fellowship together. Paul says in Corinthians, “ye have been called into the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1: 9), it is the fellowship of God’s Son, it is not our fellowship, it is His fellowship. He gives character and dignity to it. It is, “the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord”. As we have been taught, our bond in the fellowship is the recognition of Jesus as Lord, and there is salvation connected with that. The basis of our fellowship is the death of Christ; we can have no basis for fellowship apart from the death of the Lord Jesus. The fellowship in 1 

Corinthians 10 is the fellowship of His death, and the importance of being consistent with that. At the end of 2 Corinthians we have the fellowship or communion of the Holy Spirit; the power to enjoy things in the fellowship is in the Holy Spirit. These persons persevered in these things and then it says, “in breaking of bread and prayers”. It would be normal for a person who really recognises the Lord and His authority and His claims over them to break bread. We understand that at that time, it was something they did every day. Later the saints received help and were adjusted, and they did it on the first day of the week. The breaking of bread was never connected with the temple. The early 

Christians had part in the temple, but the breaking of bread was never connected with it. It took place in their households at the beginning, but Paul in 1 Corinthians 11 puts it in an assembly setting (1 Corinthians 11: 18). The “breaking of bread and prayers” go together. 

The saints were marked by dependence, “And fear was upon every soul”. There is a wonderful condition of things here, an unselfish state, no one said what he had was his own, and they shared things together. A wonderful condition existed at this time and it says, “The Lord added to the assembly”. The word ‘assembly’ might not be there according to Mr Darby’s note, but the Lord added to what was there. He added daily those that were to be saved. We would desire additions, would we not, and there were the conditions here to which the Lord was pleased to add. Think of the Lord being merciful to persons, “those that were to be saved”; what a blessed thing it is to be among them! Salvation is connected with the recognition and the confession that Jesus is Lord. I understand that righteousness is connected with knowing Him as Head and salvation with knowing Him as Lord. These persons were to be saved from the perverse generation. They were to be saved from all that was around and come into this wondrous circle; they were added. Beloved brethren, we have been added to what already existed. We did not originate anything. Think of what has been here and we have been added to it. I would say what an august company the saints are, but as being added we would have respect for all the saints. There is no company like the company of the saints: those who own the lordship of Christ. The Lord was pleased to add such persons to this company. 

I want to speak of Acts 9 because this chapter brings out how the Lord Himself protects the saints and protects the testimony. Saul of Tarsus was bent on destroying the disciples of the Lord, he was “breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord”. The Lord takes account of that—they were His disciples and there was Saul of Tarsus out to destroy them. 

The enemy is out to destroy disciples of the Lord; he might not use these frontal attacks in persecution, as he has done that down the dispensation against the disciples of the Lord. We do not know, beloved brethren, what we might have to face yet, but he is out to destroy disciples of the Lord. He does not mind how he goes about it but he wants to destroy us, he wants to capture us. There was Saul of Tarsus on this way; he received “authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name”, and put them in prison; he was under the authority of darkness. Not only is there the darkness that attaches to man as he is away from God, but there are influences of darkness and they are operating, particularly religiously, but in other ways too, and we see that today. Saul of Tarsus thought he was serving the Lord and was bent on destroying these disciples, and he was proceeding on this course, but the Lord intervenes. 

The Lord would have had a perfect right to intervene in judgment against Saul of Tarsus. It would have been righteous to do that, but it would not have been grace, and the Lord was using His power in grace to bring down Saul of Tarsus. The Lord brought him down Himself, He did not use an intermediary. We often come into things through an intermediary—someone the Lord uses for a gospel preaching or something like that, someone speaking to us, but the Lord did this Himself. There was what was unique about the conversion of Saul of Tarsus because the Lord came out of heaven, corporeally as I understand, to secure him. He says later, “have I not seen Jesus our Lord?”, 1 Corinthians 9: 1. The Lord came out of heaven to secure him; He did secure him, and brought him down. Saul said, “Who art thou. 

Lord?”, and He said, “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest”. That is the Man, “I am Jesus”, the Man who is Lord. I do not know what your thoughts are about the Lord, whether you think He is hard and demanding and austere, but He says, “I am Jesus”. What a name that is! The Lord is not hard and austere; the name of Jesus does not convey that. “I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest. But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. In another account we read that Saul asked the Lord, “What shall I do, Lord?”, Acts 22: 10. First of all he says, “Who art thou, Lord?” 

What a blessed thing it is, and a necessary thing to have relations with the Lord Himself, and have a transaction with the Lord Himself. I trust every one here has had a transaction with the Lord. If you have not had a transaction with the Lord you are in a perilous position, do you realise that? You are in a dangerous position, a perilous position. What a wonderful thing it is to have a transaction with the Lord. This transformed Saul of Tarsus’ life, a complete change, a complete conversion—that is what it is. We need a conversion, we need a change, and the Lord can effect it as we have a transaction with Him. The Lord says to him, “But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do”. That brings up another matter that I want to speak of, that is that if we have to do with the Lord and own Him as Lord, we also have to do with the saints and become subject to them. The recognition that we are subject to the Lord is that we are subject to His people. Saul of Tarsus had to have this transaction with the saints, as well as having one with the Lord, and he was told by this disciple what he must do in Damascus. 

Now, I want to speak about Ananias because he had to do with the Lord. He was a disciple of the Lord and he had to do with the Lord. The Lord had intervened Himself in the life of Saul of Tarsus, the Lord had done that Himself, but there was still something more to be done and the Lord was going to use Ananias to do it. Now, am I available to the Lord? Maybe the Lord has operated in someone; am I available to the Lord in what He might want to do? In the area in which I am, am I available to Him? The Lord appears to Ananias in a vision and said, “Ananias”. And he said, “Behold, here am I, Lord”. You say, well, this is going to be a good meeting, good relations here between the Lord and Ananias. “And the Lord said to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, he is of Tarsus—for, behold, he is praying, and has seen in a vision a man by name Ananias coming in ...”. The Lord wanted Ananias to do something, to serve this man, to serve Saul of Tarsus. This was something Ananias did not want to do. You know, that often happens; I have found that the Lord may lay something on me but I do not want to do it. Jonah was, of course, a great example of it. God was going to send him to Nineveh to preach and he did not want to go; his will was at work. Ananias was telling the Lord that He did not really know about Saul. Ananias was not up to date with what the Lord had done. He says, “And Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard from many concerning this man how much evil he has done to thy saints at Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name”. Did the Lord not know that? We sometimes might speak to the Lord as if the Lord did not know, but He does know; the Lord was more up to date than Ananias was, something had happened which Ananias did not know. 

I refer to this, beloved brethren, because it brings out our practical relations with the Lord. 

Are we really serviceable to Him to do what He wants us to do? Something has to be done. If I do not do it, He can use someone else; but He did not want to use anybody else. He wanted to use Ananias. First of all, Ananias places an objection to Him. Think of raising an objection to what the Lord would say or ask us to do! If we look upon our histories, we see it has not been an uncommon thing; it has not been an uncommon thing with me. I would rather do something else. The Lord is very gracious with Ananias. He does not say to him, ‘You know. 

Ananias, I know all about this, why it is that you are speaking to Me in this way’; the Lord is a very gracious Master. He just says to Ananias, “Go, for this man is an elect vessel to me”, he adjusts Ananias in a very gracious way, not a severe rebuke, but in a very gracious way. He tells him to go, and Ananias went and he was able to represent the Lord. Ananias goes and says, “Saul, brother, the Lord has sent me, Jesus that appeared to thee in the way in which thou camest, that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. What a greeting that was! He goes into where Saul of Tarsus was staying, it was not his house but someone else’s house. He is no longer afraid of Saul of Tarsus because the Lord had sent him to Saul and he greets him as a brother. What a bond they had together in the Lord! 

Saul had just come under the authority of the Lord and had been delivered from the authority of darkness. Ananias had just been adjusted by the Lord and there they were together, they had a bond together, and really Saul came into fellowship that way. Ananias laid his hands upon him and said, “that thou mightest see, and be filled with the Holy Spirit”. I just wanted to draw attention to that. Acts 9 is a great chapter showing the operations of the Lord; how He operates and how He moves, and how He would get us involved in it too, if we are under His hand because there is work to be done. You may say, Well, we are just a few, there is not much to be done. There is something to be done, and if we are available to the Lord, He will give us something to do, something He sees that needs to be done. There are things that need to be done which are not done—that is the challenge. Are there things that need to be done which are not done? Here it was done by Ananias and it was done well, it was under the Lord’s hand. 

I want to refer to verse 31 because the result of this is that “The assemblies then throughout the whole of Judaea and Galilee and Samaria had peace, being edified and walking in the fear of the Lord”. I would draw attention to that feature which I think is needed; I need it, and I think we all need it, “the fear of the Lord”. It says, “God is greatly to be feared in the council of the saints”, Psalm 89: 7. The Lord is to be feared, not to be afraid of Him, but He is to be reverenced and feared. This would preserve us from doing our own things, going our own way regardless of the Lord, but being marked by fear. It says they were “walking in the fear of the Lord”. They were walking in it, they were governed in their movements, and their actions are by “the fear of the Lord”. Then it says, “the comfort of the Holy Spirit”. What a thing that was! Along with the fear of the Lord, there was the comfort of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit here is another Comforter, and it is a wonderful thing, beloved brethren to experience these things. 

I refer to Peter in Acts 10. He had done well in using the keys of the kingdom in chapter 2 of the Acts, but he was a bit reluctant to do it here to let the Gentiles in; he had some prejudice. 

He was in this place in Joppa and he went up on the house to pray. The habit of prayer is a good thing. I suppose it was a thing that habitually marked Peter, a man of prayer. He was waiting for a meal to be cooked, and while it was being prepared he thought he would go up and spend the time in prayer. How much time do we spend, beloved brethren, in prayer? We can use an opportunity, maybe we have to wait for something for a few moments, we can spend it in prayer. How profitable this was—this time spent in prayer. He became in ecstasy. 

It seems as if that is something the early Christians knew, what it was to become in ecstasy. I do not know whether I can say much about it; becoming in ecstasy is to be distracted and taken away from things here. He saw this vision, this vessel, “in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth”, and it was “bound up by the four corners”. It came to Peter and the voice said to Peter, “Rise, Peter, slay and eat”. Peter said, “In no wise. 

Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean”. He was really just prejudiced, he was not ready for what the Lord was about to do at this time, to let the Gentiles in. 

It was a commission given to Peter to do that, the keys of the kingdom had been given to him; Paul was on the scene 

now but was not in active service yet. I know Paul was sent to the Gentiles, but Peter had the commission of the keys of the kingdom. It was a work that the Lord had given Peter to do, and Peter had some reserve about it here, but he is adjusted, and he is available to serve Cornelius. What a great moment this was, when the Gentiles were brought into the kingdom and the assembly. What a service he rendered. It is a great thing to be under the Lord’s hand, and render services as under His hand, doing what He would have us to do. Well, the fact is that these persons heard the word, they received it and the Holy Spirit came upon them as Peter was speaking. He did not have to finish his preaching, the Holy Spirit came upon them as Peter was preaching. I just want to add this word, “And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord”. I know we are baptised to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28: 19), that shows the wonderful privileges we are brought into through baptism. All that there is in Christianity we are brought into as baptised to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Here, they were baptised in the name of the Lord. That involves power, power for protection to be baptised in that name. 

These Gentile believers had just come in and they were to be protected, and prove the power and protection of the name of the Lord. 

Well, beloved brethren, the kingdom is for our good, it is not against us, it is for us, it is not against believers, it is for them, and the recognition of the Lord is for our blessing. We see that the Lord’s interests were furthered through the service of Peter, both in Acts 2 and here. 

It is for the furtherance of the Lord’s interests and furtherance of the testimony. Has not the Lord power to affect things? He can do things Himself without the aid of any as He did with Saul of Tarsus, but He wants us to be available to Him, and it is in the recognition of Him as Lord. If we have any difficulty, let us speak to Him about it. He is a gracious Person, He will not be hard with us, but He will adjust us and we will get adjustment as we speak to Him. May the Lord help us in it in His name. 

Address at Grimsby
9 June 2007 

 


Scripture references

Acts 2:32-47 (JND) [32] This Jesus has God raised up, whereof all *we* are witnesses. [33] Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which *ye* behold and hear. [34] For David has not ascended into the heavens, but he says himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand [35] until I have put thine enemies [to be] the footstool of thy feet. [36] Let the whole house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has made him, this Jesus whom *ye* have crucified, both Lord and Christ. [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren? [38] And Peter said to them, Repent, and be baptised, each one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ, for remission of sins, and ye will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For to you is the promise and to your children, and to all who [are] afar off, as many as [the] Lord our God may call. [40] And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, Be saved from this perverse generation. [41] Those then who had accepted his word were baptised; and there were added in that day about three thousand souls. [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers. [43] And fear was upon every soul, and many wonders and signs took place through the apostles' means. …

Acts 9:1-31 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me? [5] And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And he [said], *I* am Jesus, whom *thou* persecutest. [6] But rise up and enter into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. [7] But the men who were travelling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but beholding no one. [8] And Saul rose up from the earth, and his eyes being opened he saw no one. But leading [him] by the hand they brought him into Damascus. [9] And he was three days without seeing, and neither ate nor drank. [10] And there was a certain disciple in Damascus by name Ananias. And the Lord said to him in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, [here am] I, Lord. [11] And the Lord [said] to him, Rise up and go into the street which is called Straight, and seek in the house of Judas one by name Saul, [he is] of Tarsus: for, behold, he is praying, [12] and has seen [in a vision] a man by name Ananias coming in and putting his hand on him, so that he should see. …

Acts 10:9-48 (JND) [9] And on the morrow, as these were journeying and drawing near to the city, Peter went up on the house to pray, about the sixth hour. [10] And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready an ecstasy came upon him: [11] and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a great sheet, [bound] by [the] four corners [and] let down to the earth; [12] in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the fowls of the heaven. [13] And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. [14] And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common or unclean. [15] And [there was] a voice again the second time to him, What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make common. [16] And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into heaven. [17] And as Peter doubted in himself what the vision which he had seen might mean, behold also the men who were sent by Cornelius, having sought out the house of Simon, stood at the gate, [18] and having called [some one], they inquired if Simon who was surnamed Peter was lodged there. [19] But as Peter continued pondering over the vision, the Spirit said to him, Behold, three men seek thee; [20] but rise up, go down, and go with them, nothing doubting, because *I* have sent them. …

Matthew 16:18 (JND) [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it.

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

Acts 2:37 (JND) [37] And having heard [it] they were pricked in heart, and said to Peter and the other apostles, What shall we do, brethren?

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …

1 Corinthians 11:18 (JND) [18] For first, when ye come together in assembly, I hear there exist divisions among you, and I partly give credit [to it].

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

1 Corinthians 9:1 (JND) [1] Am I not free? am I not an apostle? have I not seen Jesus our Lord? are not *ye* my work in [the] Lord?

Acts 22:10 (JND) [10] And I said, What shall I do, Lord? And the Lord said to me, Rise up, and go to Damascus, and there it shall be told thee of all things which it is appointed thee to do.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Psalms 89:7 (JND) [7] God is greatly to be feared in the council of the saints, and terrible for all that are round about him.

Acts 10 (JND) [1] But a certain man in Caesarea, by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band called Italic, [2] pious, and fearing God with all his house, [both] giving much alms to the people, and supplicating God continually, [3] saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. …

Matthew 28:19 (JND) [19] Go [therefore] and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit;

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …



WHAT WE RECEIVE IN CHRISTIANITY

A. M. Brown 

John 1: 10–13; ! Corinthians 2: 9–13; Galatians 4: 4–6; Acts 17: 10, 11; Romans 15: 5–7 

I have been thinking of the blessedness of what we receive in Christianity. In 1 Corinthians 4: 7, Paul says to the Corinthians, “what hast thou which thou hast not received?” He then warns them against boasting as though they did not need to receive. What he is bringing before them is the fact that, other than what they had received, they did not have anything. That is the situation in Christianity. We do not bring anything to it. We come into the blessed circle of Christianity as becoming believers in the Lord Jesus and we receive everything. My exercise would be to appreciate more what we have received. The word ‘received’ has an active sense. It is more than accepting something that is given, although it would include that. Receiving something implies there is a willingness on the part of the recipient; there is an active force in receiving. We are not to be indifferent as to the things that we receive. Certainly we are not to be indifferent as to the things that we receive in Christianity. There are glorious things for us to receive, and we are to go in for them and enjoy them and value them. 

There is another aspect of receiving things which comes out of that. It is that as we receive things in Christianity we are changed by what we receive. We speak about how the truth is set before us objectively, that is, the truth on the page of scripture for us to accept as true. We see it set out perfectly in the Lord Jesus; the truth is in the mind of God and then it is expressed towards us in the Lord Jesus. We speak about that sometimes as the truth set out objectively. The truth is set out for us in its attractiveness for us to accept and to receive, and as we receive it, it changes us. We say that it becomes formative. That means it forms something in believers that was not there before. 

So receiving what is presented to us in Christianity changes us. It forms us. Another expression that we use is, it becomes appreciated subjectively. That means that it is enjoyed and experienced and appreciated in the soul of a believer. As it is enjoyed and appreciated, it shows. Something is changed in that person and others can take account of that, and say there is something there that was not there before. Something has been formed in a young person or in an older person as they receive and accept the truth and are changed by it. I trust that we might see how that is true in these five passages that we have read, certainly in the first four. 

The last passage is a little bit different, speaking as to receiving one another. Now there is one other introductory point as to receiving. If we receive, then we become receivers. In audio engineering a receiver is a very sensitive device that is attuned to vibration and it picks up even very faint vibrations. These can be amplified, and the microphones and loudspeakers that we have today work on that principle. The receiver has to be sensitive and it picks things up and it replicates what it has received—the higher the degree of agreement between the original wave and the product of the receiver, the higher the fidelity of the device. That is where the words ‘high fidelity’ come from. Now fidelity means faithfulness. If we are faithful receivers of what comes to us, what we receive will be preserved faithfully. 

We will accurately reproduce what has come to us and there will be something that emanates from us. I would just encourage myself to be a faithful receiver of divine things, so that I might preserve the truth and the accuracy of them and be able to shed them out, to broadcast them as it were, as a result of being affected by what 1 have received. Another feature of electronic receivers is that they resonate in tune with the incoming signals. We have to resonate in tune. Our hearts and souls are instruments under the touch of the Lord Jesus, and He looks to us to resonate in tune with His touch. I hope these things are of some help in giving a picture of how we receive things. 

We have read about the Lord Jesus. “He was in the world, and the world had its being through him, and the world knew him not”. He was in the world and the world did not know Him, even though it had its being through Him. It says, “He came to his own”, the very people, the Jews, who should have received Him but “his own received him not”—but then John moves on to say “as many as received him”. It was open to all to receive Him, and there are many who have received Him. There was abundance there in Christ, and His desire was that He should be received. God’s desire is that Christ should be received, and my desire is that He should be received into the hearts of every one of us. I trust that every one here can count themselves among those who have received Him. Christ is no longer here on the earth, He has died and He is risen, ascended and glorified. But His word is here and His testimony is here for us to receive. It is still the time of receiving Christ. That means willingly taking Him in, taking in His word, taking in His Person, receiving Him into our souls and into our hearts and being changed by that. Nobody can receive Christ without being changed, without being converted—converted means being changed. It is a wonderful thing to receive Christ. 

What blessing there is in receiving Him! The blessings are immense. It is said here, “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name”. That brings in the matter of belief. How important it is to believe in this blessed One, the One who came to the world. How blessed to believe that He is the Son of God and to know Him as your Saviour, the Saviour of sinners, the One whose work has answered every moral question. He has taken away everything that stood out against you before God, dear friend, so that God who is of purer eyes than to behold evil (Habakkuk 1: 13) can look upon you as a believer in His Son, the Lord Jesus, and He sees Christ there. How wonderful it is to have peace and blessing and joy, “joy and peace in believing”, Romans 15: 13. That is all available to us as receiving Christ. I trust that every one here has received Him. 

And then it says, “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”. That conveys something of the effect of receiving Christ. There is something that is worked out in those who are children of God. There is something of God that is seen in these persons, something that bears reference to the One who is the Father. In other words as receiving Christ there is a change, there is something worked out morally in the soul of those who are given the right to be children of God. What a dignified matter that is. What a tremendous right to have. You might think that you are only a child, and you have no rights really, not of an age to have rights. But “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”. He gives that right to those who receive Him now. We have features formed in us that are like Him, we receive something of Him and are formed by Him and come out like Him. You might say that such hearts resonate, in tune with that flow of love from the Lord Jesus. There may be one here who is listening and able to understand, who has not yet received Him. May you receive Him, may we all receive Him. May we all be formed and changed by receiving Him, so that we can be recognised as children of God, and those who believe on His name. 

It says, “who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh’s will, nor of man’s will, but of God”. A transfer takes place; instead of these other things that were the source of our lives as away from God, and as not having received Christ, whatever that source might be, the source of the believer, the origin of the believer is born of God. It is a wonderful ting, the purity of the work of God. The origin and the nature of the work is pure, and the way to come into it is through receiving this blessed One, “as many as received him”. 

Every one who receives Him will be affected in this way. There is also the sober side that no one will be affected in this way without receiving Him. So how vital, how important, how foundational it is to receive Christ. As receiving Him we receive God’s foundation. “For other foundation can no man lay besides that which is laid”, Paul says, “which is Jesus Christ”, 1 Corinthians 3: 11. Those who receive Christ receive God’s foundation. That is something that is outside of ourselves, and yet is embraced and is received into the heart and soul of the believer, and it is altogether according to God. It is the foundation that God has laid and we are to receive Him. The foundation is in a Man; it is not in a creed, it is not in a collection of writings exactly, although the word of truth is conveyed to us in the Scriptures, thanks be to God for that, but God’s foundation is in a Man. This Man was not received by His own but, “as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God”. May we all receive that blessed One. 

The next scripture we read was in 1 Corinthians 2 as to receiving the Holy Spirit. One thing that we can say about the things that we receive in Christianity is that they fit together. They build upon one another, they build together, they build up something that is precious and substantial in the soul of the believer. You cannot receive the Holy Spirit without having received Christ, the blessed Son of God. As having received Him, the heart is prepared to receive the Holy Spirit. That is not to say that that does not involve exercise; I believe it does, because the scripture speaks of obedience and prayer and asking in relation to the reception of the Holy Spirit. The point is that these precious things that we receive build together. 

There is the reception of Christ with a view to the heart being so affected that we are able to receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God Himself, He is a divine Person, and in His grace in adapting Himself to us He is prepared to come and dwell in the hearts of those who love the Lord Jesus. We should never lose the sense of wonder and worship that that should be so. In this period of time—the Christian period—when Christ is in heaven and Christians, saints, are here the great feature of Christian life on earth is that the Holy Spirit is prepared, and indeed delights, to come and dwell in the hearts of believers who love Christ and who are obedient to Him. The Holy Spirit does that; how blessed to receive Him. 

One thing the reception of the Holy Spirit leads to is the understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of the things “which God has prepared for them that love him”. There are “Things which eye has not seen, and ear not heard, and which have not come into man’s heart, which God has prepared for them that love him”. Do you love God? I trust that we all love God. 

Well, God has prepared things for you because you love Him. They are wonderful things and, by the power of the Spirit, you come into the understanding of them, and not only the understanding, but the active enjoyment of them. What you will find is the enjoyment of things that are very much better, incomparably better than anything that you will find in this poor world. It says, “But we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of God”, that is the characteristic Spirit of that blessed One, that we may know the things which have been freely given to us of God. It is a wonderful thing to receive the Spirit, and then to know and enjoy the things that God has freely given to us. He freely gives these blessed things to those who love Him. He desires to give the things to every one, but cannot give them to those who do not love Him. He offers Christ as the Saviour for all men, the Saviour for sinners, the One who gave Himself a ransom for all. Then God has in mind special things for those who love Him. He gives the Spirit for us to receive so that we might accept, know, understand and enjoy these things that He has in mind for us. 

It is also interesting that Paul speaks here about things that are taught by the Spirit, communicating spiritual things by spiritual means. I feel the edge of this because of the need to give the Spirit more way in myself, to be a more faithful receiver, as it were, of the Holy Spirit so that I might have more understanding of spiritual things. Spiritual things are not like natural things. They are communicated in a different way. They will be received and understood and enjoyed in the hearts of those who are indwelt by the Holy Spirit. That is how God proceeds. In His grace He adapts Himself to our needs and communicates spiritual things by spiritual means, and it is by the Spirit that we understand them. I encourage myself and all of us to ask the Holy Spirit to help, not only to understand—important and essential as it is to understand what is written in the Scriptures—but also to enjoy them. The Holy Spirit would love to bring in that inward spiritual enjoyment of the things that God has prepared for those that love Him. May we be encouraged to receive and give more place to the Holy Spirit. 

We read in Galatians 4 as to receiving sonship. This is another wonderful blessing, the greatest blessing. How can we find words to describe the blessedness of what God has purposed to do? He desires to draw us into the liberty and blessedness of the relationship of sons with Him. He makes Himself known as Father, and His desire is that we should enjoy being His sons. Now we are all God’s sons by faith in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3: 26). As we place our faith and trust in that blessed One, then it is true of us that we are sons by faith in Christ Jesus. As regards the matter of receiving sonship, Mr Darby’s footnote speaks of it having an active force; there is something there that lays hold of the heart and is received. 

God has brought us into a blessed relationship and He desires that we should receive sonship; that is, that we should be affected by it, that it should change us. We should begin to resonate, as it were. As our hearts are affected by the love of God, by His making Himself known to us as Father, and desiring to have us for Himself as sons, our hearts should resonate towards the Father, through knowing Him as Father. You think of the blessedness of such a relationship that God introduces! It is with a view to bringing us into it, not in some formal way—although we have the wonderful status of sons that cannot be taken away—but to enjoy the nearness and intimacy and blessedness of sonship. 

Then the apostle goes on to say, “But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father”. We were saying that the things we receive build together and they are linked together. Here is a reference to the Spirit, active in the hearts of those who receive sonship, so that there should be a resonant answer, a vibrating affectionate answer, towards the heart of God Himself. “Abba, Father”, conveys intense affection. It conveys the thought of intimacy. These words are the same words that the Lord Jesus used, “Abba, Father”. You think of the blessedness of what is opened out to believers as receiving sonship, and knowing the blessed quickening power in our affections, through God having sent out the Spirit of His Son into our hearts crying, “Abba, Father”. This is a tremendous scripture to contemplate. God has found His delight in one blessed Man. But then such is His delight in that blessed Man that He wants to see features of the Lord Jesus, His character, reproduced in believers. He sees Christ again in the saints, and these are people that He wants in His very presence. He has made it possible for that to be so through the work of Christ. We were speaking about the matter of reconciliation, God bringing us close without any distance and with nothing standing against us, in His very presence, reconciling us to Himself. And we are to receive sonship. It is ours and the challenge for me is as to receiving it. That means that I become like Christ and there is something for the Father from me that was never there before, something Christ-like that God is looking for. May we be exercised to receive the blessings that God makes available to us, in His shining out towards us. May we receive these things and then, in the power of the Spirit, live them so that they become effective and active in us as those who cry “Abba, Father”. May we have affection and feeling towards the Father, stimulated by the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts as those who have received Christ. 

We read in Acts 17 as to the Bereans; they received the word. This is very important. It was a matter of nobility, “these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so”. What was in view here was the preaching of Paul. Paul came to Berea, and went into the synagogue of the Jews. They received the word with all readiness of mind. They received the words that Paul had spoken, and then they searched the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 

The Holy Scripture identifies these people as noble. This was a dignified characteristic, that they were “receiving the word with all readiness of mind”. I would just encourage myself, and each one of us, to be characterised by receiving the word. That would primarily be the Holy Scriptures, the teachings that are in the Holy Scriptures. 

We now have the tenor of the words that Paul would have spoken in the synagogue in Berea. We have it in the books of the New Testament that were written by Paul. We can read the Scriptures and I trust we all do. It is very important to read the Scriptures, but then do we receive the word? Do we take it into our hearts, and are we affected by it, and do our hearts respond? These Bereans became very attached to Paul, they protected him. When the Thessalonian Jews came along to try to stir up the Bereans against him, the Bereans must have surrounded him and have seen to his safety. Some of them may have gone as far as Athens to make sure that he proceeded on his way, that he was protected. They valued Paul. I wonder if I value enough the words that Paul has written, and the words that the other scripture writers have written? Let us be acquainted with the Scriptures, let us read them and know them, but then let us also receive the word as these Bereans did. How encouraging it must have been to Paul. 

There was something came out in the Bereans that was noble. They were formed by what they received; they searched the Scriptures, they did that daily. They were believers who received the word with all readiness of mind. I would like to have a more ready mind. We can ask the Holy Spirit for help in understanding the Scriptures. He would love to help us to receive them, and help us to understand them and put them together, so that we have an outline of sound words, and are able to relate it to that foundation that is in our souls. Having received the Lord Jesus, and having received the Spirit we are able, in receiving the word, to see how everything in God’s building and God’s ways fits together. They fit together absolutely truly. When these Bereans listened to Paul and received his word, and then searched the Scriptures, they would find absolute consonance between the word that they had received and the Scriptures that they searched. It is the great mark of the truth, that the truth is one whole. The words that Paul was speaking, and which they received, were absolutely consistent, because they were part of that whole truth that had proceeded from the mind and heart of God. They were absolutely consistent with what the Bereans would find in the Scriptures. We can ask the Holy Spirit to help us to see the unerring truth of the Scriptures, and to find encouragement and help and edification in that as we receive the word. 

The last scripture we read was in Romans 15. We have spoken about the effect in the believer of receiving the Lord Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit, receiving sonship and receiving the word and how that changes us. As we receive 

we are affected, we are changed by what we receive, and that comes out in practical expression in the way that we live our lives, in what our interests are, and how we spend our time. Another way it comes out is in our relations together. Paul says, “Now the God of endurance and of encouragement give to you to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus”. So this is not like-mindedness in worldly things, nor is it like-mindedness because you and I get on particularly well together. It is like-mindedness according to Christ Jesus. What a standard the believer has as having received what we have been speaking of. It is with a view to everything that we do, our activities and our relationships, being according to Christ Jesus. If we are like-minded according to Christ Jesus then that cannot be broken in upon, because the bond which makes us like-minded is Christ Jesus, the One who is altogether what He said, “Altogether that which I also say to you”, John 8: 25. He is the way and the truth and the life. What a basis believers have for like-mindedness! 

And then, “that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. So there is a unity that is expressed towards God in glorifying the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. I think that as we receive these blessed things that we have been speaking about, and are affected and changed by them, there is glory and praise for God. You might say it is an effortless result. Of course there must be exercise and application and strong desire in the matter, but then there is an expressive result of what is inward. 

Having received certain things, the result is glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. And then it says, “Wherefore receive ye one another”. That would relate to what we were speaking about as to reconciliation working out among saints. And then the apostle adds “according as the Christ also has received you”. That is the standard by which a believer is to do everything; the standard by which I accept you and you accept me is according “as the Christ also has received you”. It is a wonderful matter that Christ gives character and tone to everything in God’s world. Then it is to the glory of God, so that as these things that we have been speaking about are known and enjoyed and experienced and lived here, there is glory to God. May there be greater glory to God as a result of our speaking of these things together, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Dundee
8 September 2007 

 


Scripture references

John 1:10-13 (JND) [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not. [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; [13] who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh's will, nor of man's will, but of God.

Galatians 4:4-6 (JND) [4] but when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, come of woman, come under law, [5] that he might redeem those under law, that we might receive sonship. [6] But because ye are sons, God has sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Acts 17:10-11 (JND) [10] But the brethren immediately sent away, in the night, Paul and Silas to Berea; who, being arrived, went away into the synagogue of the Jews. [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so.

Romans 15:5-7 (JND) [5] Now the God of endurance and of encouragement give to you to be like-minded one toward another, according to Christ Jesus; [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. [7] Wherefore receive ye one another, according as the Christ also has received you to [the] glory of God.

1 Corinthians 4:7 (JND) [7] For who makes thee to differ? and what hast thou which thou hast not received? but if also thou hast received, why boastest thou as not receiving?

Habakkuk 1:13 (JND) [13] [Thou art] of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on mischief: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, [and] keepest silence when the wicked swalloweth up a [man] more righteous than he?

Romans 15:13 (JND) [13] Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that ye should abound in hope by [the] power of [the] Holy Spirit.

1 Corinthians 3:11 (JND) [11] For other foundation can no man lay besides that which [is] laid, which is Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 2 (JND) [1] And *I*, when I came to you, brethren, came not in excellency of word, or wisdom, announcing to you the testimony of God. [2] For I did not judge [it well] to know anything among you save Jesus Christ, and *him* crucified. [3] And *I* was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling; …

Galatians 4 (JND) [1] Now I say, As long as the heir is a child, he differs nothing from a bondman, though he be lord of all; [2] but he is under guardians and stewards until the period fixed by the father. [3] So we also, when we were children, were held in bondage under the principles of the world; …

Galatians 3:26 (JND) [26] for ye are all God's sons by faith in Christ Jesus.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.



EXTRACTS

So that the first sign is that He manifested His glory. What is the effect? The effect is that the disciples, already believing, believed on Him. That is another thing John has in view, true believers in Christ. So in the verse I read, “While ye have the light, believe in the light”. 

Believe in the light. Now the light, whatever it may be, whatever comes from God is to be believed, and let no one turn a blind eye. I was going to say a deaf ear, but it is a question of the light to the eye. It is a serious matter to turn a blind eye to divine light so that you do not see. A person says, ‘I do not see it’; that is, you are blind or you are wilful. The first thing you get in this gospel in regard of the Spirit is that John saw Him. “I saw the Spirit”, he says, “descending and ... it abode”. That is the point. Indeed, He that sent him to baptise told him, “Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending and abiding on him, he it is who baptises with the Holy Spirit”. Hence the importance, dear brethren, I do urge with feeling, to keep your eye open, your spiritual eye, and keep it single. Matthew says that the lamp of the body is the eye, and if thine eye be single, or simple, thy whole body is full of light, full. A very remarkable figure that! You know there is not one bit of darkness when the eye is single, but if thine eye be evil thy whole body is darkness, thy whole body. You may profess to be a believer on Christ and in fellowship, even pretending to be defending the truth and yet every movement of yours be darkness if your eye is not single. It is not only what people say, but what they do, where they go, all is darkness, the Lord says according to Matthew’s record. Then, “If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great the darkness!”. So it is, alas, with our brethren in bodies around who have left the path of light. How great is the darkness! Better if they had never been out. That is a solemn warning to us to keep a single eye, for if the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is it! I become an imitation. That is the worst kind of opposition to the truth; the worst kind of darkness is imitation. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 89, pp.14, 15) 

In 1 Corinthians 12 you have the Spirit as the motive power, as it were, of things; in chapter 13 you have the love; and in chapter 14 you have the intelligence. It is in chapter 14 that it is said, “God is in you of a truth”; in the midst of a people who are intelligent, who are intelligent in God’s word, by coming to listen to Christ; that is how we become intelligent. Everything that you do in the assembly now is not only the fruit of love, it is governed by intelligence. As I have often said in regard to actions in the assembly, the point is to be governed by the light that governs the position. Whatever determines the position, determines the light that governs it. There is light to govern every position. Take the gospel of Matthew. One feature of it is that there is a new kind of legislation. The Lord says, “I say unto you”. 

Well now, the point for us to inquire is, What has He said about this position; what is His mind about that difficulty? Whatever is His mind about it, that is the light that governs it, and your action is to be governed by that mind, and that is acquired by headship. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 6, p.393) 
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 12 (JND) [1] But concerning spiritual [manifestations], brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant. [2] Ye know that when ye were [of the] nations [ye were] led away to dumb idols, in whatever way ye might be led. [3] I give you therefore to know, that no one, speaking in [the power of the] Spirit of God, says, Curse [on] Jesus; and no one can say, Lord Jesus, unless in [the power of the] Holy Spirit. …
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