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THE VALUE OF WHAT IS IN THE BODY

J. Renton 

1 Samuel 25: 32–35; 2 Samuel 20: 15–19, 22 (first sentence); 21: 10–14; 1 Kings 1: 1–4 

One of the objectives in the giving of the gifts mentioned in Ephesians 4 is “with a view to the edifying of the body of Christ”. That work is proceeding, and there is a result in the body. 

There is also the need to take responsibility; the Lord expects persons to take on responsibility, but very often those who take on responsibility are not all they ought to be, such persons therefore need to value what is in the body. In church history defection came in with persons responsible; publicly the responsible element has failed the Lord, hence the ruin publicly, but what goes through is what is in the body. What has come all through the centuries is what was formed of Christ in the body here. Responsibly and publicly there is ruin, but we need to value what is in the body. That is why I read of these four women who appear in the time of David, when David was not what he ought to be. It may be a word for us who take on responsibility locally. We are all responsible. The Lord addresses the angels of the seven assemblies in Revelation 2 and 3. All are responsible, but some are more responsible than others. In anything that is done in our localities responsible persons need to have the mind of God, otherwise things become difficult. When these women appeared in David’s time David was responsible, but he did not have the mind of God. It was characteristic of David to enquire of Jehovah, but he did not always enquire; every time he enquired of Jehovah he got the mind of God, and he went forward dependently and successfully, and the Lord’s interests 

prospered in his hand. But he did not always enquire, and in these scriptures we have read, when these women come to light, David did not have the mind of God, but there was in these four women the element that he had to appreciate and that we need to appreciate more, maybe, than we have done. 

First of all we have Abigail, often spoken of. This is the first time, as far as I discern, that David makes a request from anybody; he made a request from Nabal and he was insulted, and David reacted immediately. He did not enquire of Jehovah; he did not have the mind of God. Persons who take responsibility ought to have the mind of God; but David did not enquire. 

But Abigail comes to light; she was no doubt the result of ministry. Ministry is given for the edifying of the body of Christ, and Abigail was the result of that kind of ministry. The opening verses of the chapter say that “Samuel died; and all Israel were gathered together, and lamented him; and they buried him in his house at Ramah” (1 Samuel 25: 11). I have no doubt Abigail can be viewed as the result of Samuel’s ministry. The result of ministry may be more valuable than the one who ministers, because the result of ministry from Christ is the formation of Christ, and that is what we see in Abigail. We need increasingly to value what is in the body. It may not appear on the surface, but it is meant to be expressed. Abigail gave expression to what she represented; she had discernment when David did not. 

We need to value, dear brethren, what is in the body in our localities. It may be in sisters, but not only in sisters; it is what is in persons in divine formation. The responsible element, of course, is necessary, but it is most important that persons who take on responsibility should have God’s mind. David says himself, “blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day 

from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand”. You see how far David is away from the mind of God; that was not David characteristically. Actually, Abigail represented what David was characteristically, while David was not representing what he really was as a man of God, and that can happen, and does happen. But there was something reliable in what was in the body. He says, “Indeed, as Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, who has restrained me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, there had not been left to Nabal by the morning light any male”. There would have been unnecessary loss of life had not Abigail intervened with her discernment, had she not supplied what David lacked for the moment; as applying to ourselves, had what was in the body not expressed itself to help the responsible element. Responsibility has to be taken on, but let us have increasing regard for what is in the body. 

Then, too, what is in the body needs to be expressed; it is to be active as Abigail was here; she might have had discernment and kept quiet and remained where she was, but what she was expressed itself and acted and saved David from a great calamity. She said, “And now, my lord, as Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed” (1 Samuel 25: 26). David here, responsible, had to be restrained, and the restraining element was Abigail, who was of divine workmanship and reliable at the moment. David recognized it, he listened, and there was a saving of life. We need therefore to value what is in the body. 

Now in 2 Samuel 20 David is called the king, but he does not have judgment, in fact he acts politically, well below what he was characteristically. He commits himself to Amasa in chapter 19, but he let him down. He speaks to Abishai in verse 6 of chapter 20, but his weakness and lack of judgment made way for Joab to come into the situation; and that kind of thing can happen to us. David was responsible but he let things slip. This kind of thing has happened, no doubt, over and over again in church history, making way for a man like Joab, an unspiritual man who would have destroyed the whole city. But there was a woman there and she was the means of the salvation of the place. She speaks of “a mother in Israel”; she had motherly features; she had in mind to maintain life with the minimum loss. She suggests that one man is responsible, and that one man has to be dealt with, not the whole city. She is spoken of as a wise woman, a woman who had judgment, a woman who knew how to act. David ought to have had judgment, but he was weak and left things to others, left things to an unspiritual element. These are all lessons for us. 

So this wise woman “cried out of the city, Hear, hear”; she had wisdom; she had right judgment; but that in a sense was not sufficient; that right judgment has to be expressed. 

What is in the body, and the right judgment, has to express itself. So this wise woman “cried out of the city, Hear, hear—say, I pray you, unto Joab”. She cries out. There was need for someone to cry out, and she cried out, “Hear, hear—say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. And he came near to her; and the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he said, I am he. And she said to him, Listen to the words of thy handmaid. And he said, I am listening”. There was moral power with her, not with the king, not with the one who was responsible; the moral power was with the woman; the moral power was in what can be likened to the body in divine workmanship. It was reliable, more reliable than responsible persons sometimes are; more reliable than David. Think of the moral power of this woman to get Joab to listen; he said, “I am listening”; ruthless warrior that he was, he said, “I am listening”. It was the salvation of the whole city at this critical time. 

Incidentally, in the earlier part of this section Joab assassinated Amasa, and Amasa was wallowing in blood in the highway; it says, “all the people stood still” when they saw Amasa. 

There was in this chapter the main issue, the main issue was Sheba. Amasa was a side-issue, very serious, but nevertheless a side-issue. A man “removed Amasa out of the highway into the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that came by stood still” (2 Samuel 20: 12). They were held up, but when Amasa was removed out of the highway all the people went after Joab to pursue after Sheba; the main issue was Sheba; Amasa was a side-issue, a very serious one, but that had to be left for the moment. Often in a main issue, side-issues come in which deflect and disturb and occupy us, but it is the main issue that has to be pursued, the side-issue was seen to later; it was not neglected. God saw that what Joab did to Amasa was finally dealt with; but there was the main issue pursued and this woman comes to light in the city. 

Now in 2 Samuel 21 another woman comes to light. This is the chapter of the Gibeonites. There was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year, and eventually David enquired of Jehovah and he got the answer, but the king was weak in judgment; he left the judgment to the Gibeonites. Instead of the king in responsibility acting with right judgment, he leaves the judgment to others, in this case to the Gibeonites. “David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah? And the Gibeonites said to him, As to Saul and his house, it is with us no question of receiving silver or gold, neither is it for us to have any man put to death in Israel”. David said, “What ye say will I do for you” (2 Samuel 21: 3, 4). Think of one responsible saying to the Gibeonites, ‘What you say; just what you say’. This is lack of judgment with David. The Gibeonites say, It is not for us to put any man to death, and when David says, “What ye say will I do”, they ask for the death of seven men of Saul’s house. See how weak David is; but there is a woman here. These men were slaughtered; it says in verse 9, “and he gave them into the hands of the Gibeonites, and they hanged them on the hill before Jehovah. And they fell all seven together, and were put to death in the first days of the harvest, in the beginning of barley harvest”. 

David lacked judgment and he lacked right feelings; the feelings that David ought to have had were found with this woman—“Then Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth, and spread it for her upon the rock, from the beginning of harvest until water poured on them out of the heavens, and suffered neither the fowl of the heavens to rest on them by day, nor the beasts of the field by night”. This woman had right feelings regarding the whole matter. “And it was told David what Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done”. 

Someone told David about Rizpah’s feelings and actions, and then David was alerted and eventually he went and took the bones. How many times bones are mentioned! “David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan ... and he brought up from thence the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son; and they gathered the bones of them that were hanged. And they buried them with the bones of Saul and Jonathan his son in the, country of Benjamin in Zela”. The bones suggest that something remained to be done; something was left; issues were unresolved, but this woman’s exercise becomes a means of matters being rightly resolved, and issues settled. The feelings of this woman caused David at last to bury these bones, to have matters finally settled according to God. How important it is that things should be settled! It says, “And afterwards God was propitious to the land”. Do we not want God to be propitious? We do not wish famine conditions, things not as congenial as they ought to be, not the food supply that there ought to be. The Lord would help us as appreciating the right feelings amongst the brethren, as represented in Rizpah here, to have matters settled, issues concluded according to God, that God may be propitious to the land. 

In 1 Kings 1 we have David’s weakness, a lack of vitality, a lack of warmth which clothes did not supply. His servants said to him, “Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him ... that my lord the king may get warm”. Oh what a fine element this is! There was with David waning, weakness, lack of vitality; but a young virgin brought in life, warmth, vitality. If we compare the end of 2 Samuel, and the beginning of 1 Kings, with 1 Chronicles we may conclude that Abishag had part in reviving David and the establishing of the service of God. Here David is in abject weakness and strengthening comes in by this young virgin. There is the suggestion that they should look for such a person, and it says, “they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king”. Oh may there be a searching for this kind of element to bring in freshness of warmth and vitality at the present time. In our local settings we may need this kind of thing to be found. She is a very attractive person, “And the damsel was very fair; and cherished the king, and ministered to him; but the king knew her not”. 

All this was in view of the selection of Solomon. There immediately comes in the rising of Adonijah—“I will be king”. What was the answer to this kind of element? Abishag was the answer; David was not able for it, but Abishag brought in the strengthening, the vitality and the warmth that was needed to revive the responsible element represented in David. It says in 1 Kings 1: 15, “And Bathsheba went in to the king into the chamber; and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered to the king”. Dear brethren, we need to support those who take on responsibility; there is need to strengthen, maybe need of adjustment, maybe need of restraint; that is how things are going to be held for God’s pleasure and God’s glory. May we as responsible persons value what is in the body, divine workmanship, divine formation. Let us depend on it; it is the dependable element, but it needs to be expressed in helping, restraining or strengthening, or bringing light to persons responsible. May it be so in our local settings for the continuance in dignity of the testimony, and for the pleasure and glory and service of God. 

Address at Ealing
7 June 1986 

 


Scripture references

1 Samuel 25:32-35 (JND) [32] And David said to Abigail, Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me. [33] And blessed be thy discernment, and blessed be thou, who hast kept me this day from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging myself with mine own hand. [34] But indeed, as Jehovah the God of Israel liveth, who has restrained me from hurting thee, except thou hadst hasted and come to meet me, there had not been left to Nabal by the morning light any male. [35] So David received of her hand what she had brought him, and said to her, Go up in peace to thy house; see, I have hearkened to thy voice, and have accepted thy person.

2 Samuel 20:15-22 (JND) [15] And they came and besieged him in Abel-Beth-Maacah, and they cast up a bank against the city, and it was raised in the trench; and all the people that were with Joab sapped the wall, to throw it down. [16] And a wise woman cried out of the city, Hear, hear: say, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near hither, that I may speak with thee. [17] And he came near to her; and the woman said, Art thou Joab? And he said, I [am he]. And she said to him, Listen to the words of thy handmaid. And he said, I am listening. [18] And she spoke saying, They were wont to speak in old time saying, Just inquire in Abel; and so they ended. [19] I am peaceable [and] faithful in Israel: thou seekest to destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why wilt thou swallow up the inheritance of Jehovah? [20] And Joab answered and said, Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow up or destroy. [21] The matter is not so; but a man of mount Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has lifted up his hand against the king, against David: give up him only, and I will depart from the city. And the woman said to Joab, Behold, his head shall be thrown to thee over the wall. [22] Then the woman went to all the people in her wisdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and cast it to Joab. And he blew a trumpet, and they dispersed from the city, every man to his tent. And Joab returned to Jerusalem to the king.

1 Kings 1:1-4 (JND) [1] And king David was old [and] advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he obtained no warmth. [2] And his servants said to him, Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get warm. [3] And they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. [4] And the damsel was very fair; and cherished the king, and ministered to him; but the king knew her not.

Ephesians 4 (JND) [1] *I*, the prisoner in [the] Lord, exhort you therefore to walk worthy of the calling wherewith ye have been called, [2] with all lowliness and meekness, with long-suffering, bearing with one another in love; [3] using diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit in the uniting bond of peace. …

Revelation 2 (JND) [1] To the angel of the assembly in Ephesus write: These things says he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lamps: [2] I know thy works and [thy] labour, and thine endurance, and that thou canst not bear evil [men]; and thou hast tried them who say that themselves [are] apostles and are not, and hast found them liars; [3] and endurest, and hast borne for my name's sake, and hast not wearied: …

Revelation 3 (JND) [1] And to the angel of the assembly in Sardis write: These things saith he that has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars: I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. [2] Be watchful, and strengthen the things that remain, which are about to die, for I have not found thy works complete before my God. [3] Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and keep [it] and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come [upon thee] as a thief, and thou shalt not know at what hour I shall come upon thee. …

1 Samuel 25:11 (JND) [11] And shall I take my bread, and my water, and my flesh which I have killed for my shearers, and give [it] to men whom I know not whence they are?

1 Samuel 25:26 (JND) [26] And now, my lord, [as] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul liveth, seeing Jehovah has restrained thee from coming with bloodshed, and from avenging thyself with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, and they that seek evil to my lord, be as Nabal.

2 Samuel 20 (JND) [1] And there happened to be there a man of Belial, whose name was Sheba, the son of Bichri, a Benjaminite; and he blew a trumpet, and said, We have no portion in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to his tents, Israel. [2] Then all the men of Israel went up from after David, following Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah clave to their king, from the Jordan even to Jerusalem. [3] And David came to his house at Jerusalem; and the king took the ten women, concubines, whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in a house of confinement and maintained them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. …

2 Samuel 20:12 (JND) [12] Now Amasa wallowed in blood in the midst of the highway. And when the man saw that all the people stood still, he removed Amasa out of the highway into the field, and cast a cloth upon him, when he saw that every one that came by stood still.

2 Samuel 21 (JND) [1] And there was a famine in the days of David three years, year after year; and David inquired of Jehovah. And Jehovah said, It is for Saul, and for [his] house of blood, because he slew the Gibeonites. [2] And the king called the Gibeonites, and spoke to them. (Now the Gibeonites were not of the children of Israel, but of the remainder of the Amorites; and the children of Israel had sworn to them; and Saul sought to smite them in his zeal for the children of Israel and Judah.) [3] And David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah? …

2 Samuel 21:3-4 (JND) [3] And David said to the Gibeonites, What shall I do for you? and with what shall I make atonement, that ye may bless the inheritance of Jehovah? [4] And the Gibeonites said to him, As to Saul and his house, it is with us no question of receiving silver or gold, neither is it for us to have any man put to death in Israel. And he said, What ye say will I do for you.

1 Kings 1 (JND) [1] And king David was old [and] advanced in age; and they covered him with clothes, but he obtained no warmth. [2] And his servants said to him, Let there be found for my lord the king a young virgin; and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get warm. [3] And they sought for a fair damsel throughout the territory of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king. …

1 Kings 1:15 (JND) [15] And Bathsheba went in to the king into the chamber; and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered to the king.



“HIMSELF”

F. G. May 

Philippians 3: 20, 21; 1 Thessalonians 4: 13–18 

I read these well-known passages, dear brethren, that all of us may receive comfort from the word of God; the Scripture itself speaks to us without our needing to say very much; it could not be laid out more clearly. I just wanted to emphasize the word ‘Himself’ in both scriptures. The Lord Jesus is going to subdue all things to Himself, and He is coming again Himself. He is the One who is the centre of everything for the Father’s pleasure and delight. 

This first passage refers to our body of humiliation. We have witnessed that with our brother, but it says, “who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body, of glory”. What a wonderful transformation that will be! How wonderful that the bodies of those who have died in the Lord will be transformed “into conformity to his body of glory”. 

In the passage in Thessalonians I was thinking of the verse, “For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”. Well, we know our brother believed in Him; we have had evidence over many years. In recent weeks he has spoken a good deal of the ‘finishing touches’. It is very affecting to think of the way the ‘finishing touches’ were seen in our brother and his service, also in his work amongst us locally. We shall greatly miss him. 

Then it says, “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first”. If the Lord came now our brother would be the first to rise in this room; it is wonderful to think of the dead in Christ rising first. Then, “then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord”. What a wonderful prospect for all true believers! I trust every one here is a true believer, that everybody knows the Lord Jesus as their own personal Saviour and has received the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Then it finishes, “So encourage one another with these words”. May these words encourage us afresh, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 3:20-21 (JND) [20] for *our* commonwealth has its existence in [the] heavens, from which also we await the Lord Jesus Christ [as] Saviour, [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)



“OTHERS HAVE LABOURED”

E. O. P. Mutton 

Acts 20: 38 (to “face”); John 4: 38 (from “others have laboured”) There is a natural sadness at the loss of a beloved saint; there was a natural sadness as those at Miletus thought that they would not see Paul again. But I would like to apply this scripture in the sense that, that in a certain way, what has been formed of the work of God in our brother, in its exact detail, will not be seen again amongst us. There is something distinctive about the work of God in each brother and sister, and in our brother it has been distinctive. 

As was referred to in prayer, and in our brother’s word, what has perhaps been most distinctive has been his committal to the truth in his local meeting. His was a long life of committal, not merely in terms and outward conformity, but committal to the truth that the Lord has given, and committal to it in how it worked out in his local company. I am told that the local brethren here cannot remember a meeting locally that our brother has missed, save in these last few months of ill health. He was a brother who was always at the meetings, always at the fellowship meetings; a brother who could be relied upon to support what was of the Lord as it came out; and I think there is special sorrow in the passing of an aged saint who has been so long committed to the Lord and to the truth. Our brother is one of a dwindling band amongst us, beloved brethren, who knew, and sat under Mr. Taylor’s ministry. Any of us here who are under fifty have not had that privilege, and there are not many left among us who did, and some of those are now unable to serve. 

That is why I read the second scripture, because I think what was distinctive in our brother was the way in which he supported locally the working out of the truth as enshrined in beloved Mr. J. Taylor’s ministry, under the Lord’s hand. Now the question is “others have laboured”—our brother has laboured and he has entered into his rest. I am sure the Lord will say to him, as to many others, “Well, good and faithful bondman ... enter into the joy of thy Lord”, Matthew 25: 21. What a thing that is! Two weeks ago we had a reading here, and sitting looking at our brother one reflected that within a few weeks or months (I did not realize it would be so soon) he would actually be with his Lord. What a rest, what a reward, for our brother who has laboured so faithfully and well. But then there is this other part of the verse, as to whether we are going to enter into this labour “others have laboured”—have we entered into their labours? 

I would say affectionately a word to those of my own generation, those in their thirties and forties, that the testimony is resting, and should rest at the moment, very largely on our shoulders. We should not leave it to those who are getting on in years. Brothers in their seventies and eighties have faced the brunt of the day. 

What a day it has been; times of conflict, times of testing, sorrow, times of division. Now those of us who are in middle age should be taking the brunt of the burden. That means we need to be formed in the way these beloved men have been formed; formed in affection for the Lord; formed in affection for the saints; formed in the ministry that the Lord has given. 

Our brother referred in prayer to our brother as a spiritual father. There are not many of them and now we have lost another. Are those features going to be carried on? Have we entered into the labours of a generation, beloved brethren, that is beginning to leave us, one after another being taken? It now rests with those of us who in our localities would seek to take up responsibility. 

Those of us who are married, and have households, can support the testimony locally, as our brother’s household has done in this place. If the testimony is going to continue, under the Lord’s hand, what about those of us who are a little younger; are we going to enter into these labours? Not just by way of work; not just by way of public service; our brother was not characterized by service in public ministry exactly; his service was supportive of what the Lord was giving, and what He was doing, and marked by care for the local company where the Lord had set him. May those of us who are younger, indeed all of us, commit ourselves to taking on the spirit of what has been left to us by way of remembrance of what our brother has been. If the Lord leaves us here we need to do some labouring, and to enter into it as fully committed to what the Lord has on the earth at the present time, for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Acts 20:38 (JND) [38] specially pained by the word which he had said, that they would no more see his face. And they went down with him to the ship.

John 4:38 (JND) [38] I have sent you to reap that on which ye have not laboured; others have laboured, and ye have entered into their labours.

Matthew 25:21 (JND) [21] His lord said to him, Well, good and faithful bondman, thou wast faithful over a few things, I will set thee over many things: enter into the joy of thy lord.



“HOLD FAST WHAT THOU HAST”

E. M. Walkinshaw 

Revelation 3: 11–13 

There is something very distinctive about the Lord’s own words, whether they were uttered in the days of His flesh, or whether uttered from glory, and whatever their character, while He would touch our consciences, He would attract our hearts. A little earlier He says, “I am ... the living one—and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades” (Revelation 1: 17, 18). The blessed Lord is without question the One to be eulogized; apart from Him and His precious blood we had all been lost, including our brother, but because He died and His precious blood was shed we come into salvation. Is that true of you? Is that true of every one here? Jesus says here, “I come quickly”. There is no time for delay for any one here who has not faith in Jesus and His blood, and I would appeal to any, in the presence of the death of one who trusted in Jesus, that you might do the same, because His words are, “I come quickly”. Others have said that it is almost as if the Lord says, ‘I am on the way’; it is not ‘I will come quickly’, but “I come quickly”. That touches every lover of Jesus sitting here. Are you waiting, and watching, and working for Christ? Our brother’s service has already been referred to, and what has been said, I believe, is the truth, nevertheless, he would say, could he hear, that the Lord Jesus should be eulogized and not himself. So it is always a time to eulogize the living, that is Jesus, and not to eulogize the dead, save as we have, I think rightly, commented on the value of the work of God in him. 

Well, the Lord goes on to say, “Hold fast what thou hast”. It may be a little; He says, “Thou hast a little power”, and then, “hold fast ... that no one take thy crown”. The encouragement and exhortation our brother has given to younger men is appropriate—“Hold fast what thou hast”. It has often been said, and it deserves repeating, that when Jesus says, “Thou hast a little power” (Revelation 3: 8). He would lay the emphasis on the power and not the “little”. 

Oh what a gracious Lord we have, dear brethren. One who died for us, and was buried and rose again, and is sitting at the right hand of God. He is listening to what we are saying, and He is looking at the motives, the intents of our hearts. His eye is on our beloved sister and all those associated with her in this sorrow. May she, and they, prove not just a text of Scripture, but the reality of the service of our great High Priest. May the brethren here be comforted and strengthened to go on. As we have so often been reminded, the order of the day is. Go on! You younger men, Go on! Some of us who are older have been laid aside for one reason and another, and I think one of the reasons is that younger men should be stimulated to a total committal to the Lord and His interests on the earth. That is open to all, according to the measure of the grace of God that has been given to each. 

Then the Lord says, “He that overcomes”. I think, speaking soberly, we could say of our brother that he was an overcomer. “He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple”—that is, in the shrine—“of my God”. Our brother was a pillar in the locality; he was a pillar in the district without any question, and I am sure the Lord will write upon him. May we all be encouraged, dear brethren, and comforted, especially our sister and those associated with her in this sorrow, that they may, as I have said, have the real experience of a touch in their spirits from the Lord Jesus Himself. May it be so, for His glory and their encouragement. 

Words at burial of Mr. F. M. Knappett, Maidstone
31 July 1986




Scripture references

Revelation 3:11-13 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown. [12] He that overcomes, him will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more at all out; and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven, from my God, and my new name. [13] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies.

Revelation 1:17-18 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last, [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.



MAN AND WOMAN





C. A. Coates 

Deuteronomy 22: 5 

“There shall not be a man’s apparel on a woman, neither shall a man put on a woman’s clothing; for whoever doeth so is an abomination to Jehovah thy God”. Divine order is ever to be observed, and it is most important to have regard to this in a day when every feature of that order is being so largely set aside. In Christianity the man and the woman each have their distinctive clothing, and are only suitably adorned as they appear in it. The whole tendency of things today is to subvert divine order, but that order is to be maintained in God’s assembly. 

Nature itself teaches a woman to be retiring and modest. Her glory is her long hair which is “given to her in lieu of a veil”. Her distinctive glory according to nature suggests what is her true moral glory. Her “clothing” would represent her whole deportment and appearance, not excluding her actual dress. It is to be suitable to the place which she has of expressing in her own person how the assembly is subjected to the Christ. 

So Paul, representing the authority of the Lord, says, “Let a woman learn in quietness in all subjection; but I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness”, 1 Timothy 2: 11, 12. He also says, “Let your women be silent in the assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak; but to be in subjection, as the law also says ... it is a shame for a woman to speak in assembly”, 1 Corinthians 14: 34, 35. There might be cases where sisters were more spiritually intelligent than brothers, but they are not to teach. J.N.D. said that in such cases the saints would be more edified by the observance of divine order than they could possibly be by the superior intelligence of the woman. I have no doubt that the disordered state of the church is reflected in the uncomely behaviour of women at the present time, one feature of which is the hideous fashion of cutting their hair short. It is a reproach to see women preaching, or putting themselves into prominence; it is a setting aside of their true glory—a putting on of man’s apparel. 

But then, on the other hand, “neither shall a man put on a woman’s clothing”. The men are not to retire from the place accorded to them; they are to “pray in every place (that is, not only in the assembly, but at home, or wherever occasion arises), lifting up pious hands, without wrath or reasoning”, 1 Timothy 2: 8. The public expression of praise or prayer, the setting forth of things in ministry, and the responsibility for order and edification in the assembly, rests with the men, and it is well for all believing men to see that they do not retire from the responsible service of the house of God. It might be as uncomely for a brother to be silent in the assembly as for a sister to speak there. It is well to reflect upon this, and to see to it that we appear in the habiliments which are suitable. 

It is a day in which women are taking a prominent place in public religious activities, but it seems to me that this is a reproach upon the men. If the men had been wearing their proper apparel, and filling up their responsibility according to divine order, there would not have been occasion or room for the women to take the place which they have taken. But to violate divine order in regard to these things is serious; it has the character of “abomination to Jehovah”. 

‘Outline of Deuteronomy’, pp.282–284




Scripture references

Deuteronomy 22:5 (JND) [5] There shall not be a man's apparel on a woman, neither shall a man put on a woman's clothing; for whoever doeth so is an abomination to Jehovah thy God.

1 Timothy 2:11-12 (JND) [11] Let a woman learn in quietness in all subjection; [12] but I do not suffer a woman to teach nor to exercise authority over man, but to be in quietness;

1 Corinthians 14:34-35 (JND) [34] Let [your] women be silent in the assemblies, for it is not permitted to them to speak; but to be in subjection, as the law also says. [35] But if they wish to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is a shame for a woman to speak in assembly.

1 Timothy 2:8 (JND) [8] I will therefore that the men pray in every place, lifting up pious hands, without wrath or reasoning.



THE PERFECT SERVANT






W. Johnson 

Exodus 4: 22, 23; Mark 1: 1; 16: 19, 20 

My object is to bring before you suggestively some of the marks of the true Servant. I suppose we all know that the Gospel of Mark presents the Lord in that aspect; He is the Prophet, the true Servant. 

Some one has said, and I think it is right, that the disciples are looked at in Matthew as teaching, in Mark as preaching, in Luke as witnessing, and in John as sent by the Son, even as He was sent by the Father. 

It is a very great comfort that we have perfection in One. While we have Paul, a wonderful servant, brought before us, who came closer than any of us to the Lord, yet perfection was only found in Christ. Paul and the testimony were one, as it were. He was not severed from the testimony in any way; he was characterised by the testimony; he was the answer in himself to it, a man of like passions with ourselves. Still, we have to feel the distance between him and the perfect Servant. 

We have perfection only in the Lord, and how sweet it is to look at His perfections and enjoy them. However much we are made to feel how different we are in our imperfections, it is sweet to turn to Him, to look at Him and consider Him. 

I wish we did it more. If we looked at Him more we should become like Him morally. The psalmist says, “Thy commandment is exceeding broad”. Christ fills out all things—He fills out the commandment. So we have in Mark the perfect Servant, and the perfect Servant is the Son of God. It is the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

We are introduced to Him in rather an abrupt way. It says here, “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. So we are presented at once with this perfect Servant. 

I want to show you that the spring of all true service lies in conscious sonship; it is a very important thing to remember. It has been said that the first time you get a thought as to a thing in Scripture you get an indication of what it means. I do not think you get any thought of service in Genesis, but the thought of it is in Exodus; we have here for the first time God’s great thought as to service. He speaks of Israel as His son, His firstborn, and sends Moses with this message to Pharaoh, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. That was the great object of their deliverance, not relief, though that was involved in it, but that they should serve Him. It was because Israel was His son, His firstborn, “Let my son go, that he may serve me”. 

Then we know very well how Israel failed. It is very interesting, and very touching too, to see the way by which they got off the line of grace and came under law. 

It is extremely touching that immediately you have the giving of the old covenant, the first precept given to Israel was in regard of the Hebrew servant. God hastened to tell us in type and figure that He had a Servant. The servant had a title to go out free, but he says, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free’. He goes to the door-post, and his ear is bored through with an awl, that he may serve for ever. It is as if God were saying—‘I have got My Servant, and it is through Him I am going to have you to serve Me’. 

They put themselves under law; it was necessary in the ways of God that they should put themselves there, to learn what they were, as we have to learn what we are. 

The word service covers a wide range. Service here is what is priestly; that is a very important principle. It was not active service in preaching, as we understand it, it was in connection with the sanctuary—a priestly service according to God’s pleasure. 

He speaks of the perfect Servant, and the spring of that service is, ‘I love’. That is the spring of all true service; it involves the revelation of God, and He must give ability to answer to that revelation, so that every bit of service which is pleasing to God has for its spring, “I love”. 

Service and sonship go together. The way in which God recovers His people Israel is all through Christ, but it is very interesting when you come to Psalm 116, for the first time you get, “I love the Lord”. It is really Christ on resurrection ground, voicing Israel’s feelings to Jehovah. The apostle quotes it in 2 Corinthians 4, which throws light on it, and shows exactly what the psalm means—Christ in resurrection as Head for Israel voices their feelings towards Jehovah, “I love Jehovah”. The subject matter of the psalms ends very soon after that. Psalm 118 closes it. 

If God has the affections of His people, He has gained His point; He has won their affections that they may serve Him, so that all the service which will be rendered by Israel by-and-by will have for its blessed spring, “I love”. 

It supposes that God has revealed Himself, and has given His people ability to answer to that revelation. He turns their flinty hearts into fountains of waters, and there shall be a constant outflow, the spring of which shall be, “I love”. The thought is extremely blessed that God shall not be disappointed in His purpose. 

In Mark you come to the great Servant who is the Son of God. Believe me, that is what we want to understand more, the blessedness of such a relationship which gives character to Christianity. It gives character to the kingdom and to the house; it is the kingdom of the Son of His love, and He is Son over the house. 

Sonship gives character to everything; it is most important, so we have it here in this precious gospel. We are made to feel that the writer appreciates what he is writing about, because he is presenting the Lord in His perfection. Mark failed in his service, he turned back, but he was graciously restored, and God took up such a man to write about the true Servant. 

I think you will find that his pen at times is tremulous, because he is speaking of the perfect One in the line in which he broke down himself. What I want to show from this is that we are introduced to the Son of God. 

What is so peculiar to Mark is the way in which He did things. The service of Mark is carried out in the communion of John. Behind all the unceasing activity of Jesus was the unbroken communion in which He dwelt; He was ever in the blessed place of sonship, and ever enjoyed blessed, unbroken communion with the Father. Nothing could interrupt the outflow of good. You see not only that, but you see the way in which He did things. There are certain things here which are peculiar, it is the style of His service. 

There is a certain delicacy of touch in His service which comes out here in a remarkable way. There was divine sympathy. If He touched any one He made them feel the sympathy that went with it. I think what we lack is sympathy. We say things that are perfectly true, but we want the feeling that goes with it. There is such a thing as divine compassion, that God-like, deep compassion which flowed out from Him. 

It is the way in which a man says a thing that affects me most; not only what he says, but the divine feeling that goes with it. So we are edified by the spirit of a man. That is the way in which to judge of ministry, it is the divine feeling that goes with it, not natural feeling, but divine feeling—your spirit is impressed with that which is divine when it has been ministered. 

“He sighed deeply”, “He looked up to heaven”. There was no hardness, no, none. It is very wonderful to look at Him in that way; He felt for man. I wish we had more of this feeling. 

I think where we lack is that we are too doctrinal. We may discuss things clearly, but it is the feeling that goes with it that shows whether God is there. We want to seek it and cultivate it, and pray about it. May God grant us grace that we may do so. 

From ‘The Believer’s Friend; 1921’, p.5 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 4:22-23 (JND) [22] And thou shalt say to Pharaoh, Thus saith Jehovah: Israel is my son, my firstborn. [23] And I say to thee, Let my son go, that he may serve me. And if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill thy son, thy firstborn.

Mark 1:1 (JND) [1] Beginning of the glad tidings of Jesus Christ, Son of God;

Mark 16:19-20 (JND) [19] The Lord therefore, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, and sat at the right hand of God. [20] And they, going forth, preached everywhere, the Lord working with [them], and confirming the word by the signs following upon [it].

Psalms 116 (JND) [1] I love Jehovah, for he hath heard my voice [and] my supplications; [2] For he hath inclined his ear unto me, and I will call upon him during [all] my days. [3] The bands of death encompassed me, and the anguish of Sheol took hold of me; I found trouble and sorrow: …

2 Corinthians 4 (JND) [1] Therefore, having this ministry, as we have had mercy shewn us, we faint not. [2] But we have rejected the hidden things of shame, not walking in deceit, nor falsifying the word of God, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every conscience of men before God. [3] But if also our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in those that are lost; …

Psalms 118 (JND) [1] Give ye thanks unto Jehovah; for he is good; for his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [2] Oh let Israel say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. [3] Oh let the house of Aaron say, that his loving-kindness [endureth] for ever. …



MUSINGS

SELF-DEVOTION Whilst the Lord is over the various services and gives to each his work, there is also the side of devoting ourselves. The household of Stephanus in Corinth had “devoted themselves to the saints for service”, 1 Corinthians 16: 15. It is fine to think of that faithful brother and his wife, and the family (Paul says he had baptised them). Clearly they were all agreed—‘We are going to devote ourselves to serve our dear local brethren’. Corinth would not have been an easy place in which to serve, but that made no difference to their resolve. The very word “saints” suggests the respect with which they regarded the brethren. 

The footnote says the literal meaning is that the household had ‘appointed themselves’, given themselves up, to serve. That would be in the spirit of the One who washed the feet of His disciples. 

What an asset that service would have been in Corinth! It must have helped to bring about the healing and adjustment for which Paul laboured. The point is, Is your household, is mine, like that? Let us be concerned that it may be so. A good many new households are being set up. 

Thank God for each one that is devoted to the saints! May young couples make this their resolve from the outset, their prime objective, to serve and comfort the Lord’s people. As that is so they will themselves be blessed and happy, and a source of blessing to others. 

FCM




Scripture references

1 Corinthians 16:15 (JND) [15] But I beseech you, brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is the first-fruits of Achaia, and they have devoted themselves to the saints for service,)



“THE FLOWERS APPEAR ON THE EARTH”





(Song of Songs 2: 11–13) 

G.A.Brown 

Dreary winter overpast, its barren course is run, 

Now is come the time of singing, come the summer sun; 

Vines in bloom give forth their fragrance, summer flowers appear

And turtle doves’ soft voices soothe the waking ear. 

But Jesus knew the blast of winter, bore its icy chill; He knew the darkness and the woe, atonement to fulfil; 

He knew the grave’s deep silence, its horror cold and dread, For us in love unfathomed He lay among the dead. 

Now resurrection’s morn has broken, vernal fair and bright, The fearsome tomb is empty save for angels clothed in white— 

But who so sad and lonesome comes at this unseasoned hour? 

‘Tis Mary of Magdala—‘tis summer’s earliest flower! 

How precious to her Lord is she, this choicest, fragrant bloom! 

To her He gives the message, the watcher of the tomb! 

A message full of glory, of risen life above, 

His Father and His God now ours, of everlasting love. 

Soon other women come to light, a John and Peter too; 

The warm rays reach Emmaus’ road and fire two hearts anew, Returning to their company, a bed of spices rare, 

They ope’ their petals wide to bloom ‘mid rich profusion there! 

Exalted high at God’s right hand, made Lord and Christ above, He spreads His healing influence wide, His mercy, grace and love;

The Spirit here in fertile soil gives life and upward growth— 

A fragrant people for His joy, of Jew and Gentile both. 

Lord, help us while we wait down here, though hedged about our path

With thorns; may we, as lilies pure, keep in the way of faith;

And court the valley’s shade, obscure, until we hear Thee say. 

‘Arise my love, my fair one, arise and come away!’ 

Edinburgh
December 1984

 

Published by F. C. Mutton, 22 Christchurch Road, Ilford, Essex, IG1 4QY, England Printed by Crystal Stationery, 24 High Street, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9BQ, (T) (02774) 50661


Scripture references

Song of Solomon 2:11-13 (JND) [11] For behold, the winter is past, The rain is over, it is gone: [12] The flowers appear on the earth; The time of singing is come, And the voice of the turtle-dove is heard in our land; [13] The fig-tree melloweth her winter figs, And the vines in bloom give forth [their] fragrance. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away!
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