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THE BROTHER


Exodus 4:14 (from “is not Aaron);

Philippians 4:1; 2:3(from “but, in lowliness”),4

The Lord Jesus has taken our brother to be with Himself.  He had a place in the affections of those who knew him, but what a place he has in the Lord’s affections.  No one loves him like the Lord Jesus.  The apostle John said, “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood …”, Rev.1:5.  Dear souls, take that in – “To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood …”.  That scripture brings assurance and comfort, and our brother knew that; he lived in the joy of that.  If the Lord Jesus has washed you from your sins, you are indeed washed from your sins.  Lay hold of that, dear soul.  That gives you peace.

The Lord Jesus has not only suffered to wash us from our sins, which He did for our brother and for most in this room, He also suffered so that those who have fallen asleep through Jesus and those believers who are living might be with Him for ever.  The Lord wanted our brother with Him for ever.  I noticed that Mr Darby said that the point of death is ‘the happiest moment in a Christian’s existence’1.  Is that not wonderful?  May it be a comfort to sorrowing hearts here.  Our brother knew joy and sorrow, and this occasion is mingled with joy and sorrow, but he has only joy now, because he is with the Lord Jesus, his Saviour.  What bliss!  He could not be in a better place, and he could not be with a greater Person.  That is what the Lord Jesus has secured for our dear brother who is now with Him.  The work of God is complete, in the way of formation in him, but there is a work of God for him which is still to be completed, and that is the provision of a glorious body which our brother will be given.  How wonderful that is, that the work of God in him is suitable to be clothed with that body of glory like the glorious body that the Lord Jesus has in His present position (Phil.3:21).  What a prospect we have, to be for ever with the Lord!  Dear soul, take it in; the way of salvation is simple.  Have faith in the work of Christ as our brother did, and he lived in the joy of it. 

I read these scriptures because they refer to the brother.  Our brother did not travel around very much after his wife was taken, and brethren in the area used to ask me about him.  What I usually said to them was that he is a real brother.  That is what I found him to be in our locality – a real brother.  A brother is God’s provision for us.  Aaron here was God’s provision for Moses; – he helped him.  God knew all about Aaron; we do not have Aaron’s history, but He knew all about him.  He knew what was in Aaron’s heart; God said that “when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart”.  The last time our brother came to a meeting, it was a Lord’s day afternoon reading, and I had joy in my heart when I saw him walking in.  The reading would begin, and he would immediately bring in a living touch.  We were thankful for our brother locally.  We will miss him, the brethren generally will miss him, and his dear family will miss him most, but the Lord Jesus can comfort like none other.  Come to Him; stay close to Him, for you will need Him.  

God says here about Aaron, “He can speak well”.  Our brother loved to speak well of the Lord Jesus.  After meetings, that was what he wanted to do – to speak  about the truth.  We are not here to unduly occupy one another with him, but the Lord did say on one occasion, “Seest thou this woman?”, Luke 7:44.  We can point out features of the Lord Himself that are seen in persons, and that is the profit in speaking about anyone else.  Aaron  was a helper, and it says that when he met Moses, he kissed him.  So these are the features of one who is a brother, one marked by affection.  Peter could refer to “unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently”, 1 Pet.1:22.

I read in Philippians because Paul speaks of  himself in many ways: in this epistle as a bondman, in 1 Corinthians as an apostle and a father, and in Timothy  as a teacher.  But here he says, “So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for”.  All these other features are very much needed at the present time, and we are thankful for them, but they will pass.  The brother will not pass, for  that is an eternal thought.  The thought of brethren is eternal.  We do not call our Lord Jesus our brother, although the features of a brother were seen supremely in Christ.  A brother does the best that he can for you.  A brother is marked by affection, he is a helper, he is loyal.  All these features mark the Lord Jesus in perfection.  Paul is speaking here as one of the brethren, and that includes sisters.  “Brethren” is an eternal relationship.  In one way, to speak of one another as brethren is greater than all  these other ways we could speak of the saints.  “My brethren, beloved and longed for” – that is active affection.  It is not simply that we love one another, it is active affection.  What affection Paul had for the saints for whom he continually laboured.  

I have spoken of our brother because these features impressed me during the time that he was with us, and I was thankful for them.  Paul says here, “but, in lowliness of mind”.  That also marked our brother – lowliness of mind, an unassuming character, and that was a feature of the Lord Jesus coming out in our brother.  Then “each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves”; that also marked our brother.  “For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”.

May we be encouraged by these thoughts, and  may the sorrowing ones especially be comforted.  Place your faith in that blessed Man and stay close to Him.  May the Lord bless the word.

Given at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of a  burial, Glasgow

3 December 2021

 

 

G Bruce Grant




Scripture references

Exodus 4:14 (JND) [14] Then the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Moses, and he said, Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also behold, he goeth out to meet thee; and when he seeth thee he will be glad in his heart.

Philippians 4:1 (JND) [1] So that, my brethren, beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, thus stand fast in [the] Lord, beloved.

Philippians 2:3 (JND) [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves;

Revelation 1:5 (JND) [5] and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us, and has washed us from our sins in his blood,

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Luke 7:44 (JND) [44] And turning to the woman he said to Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thy house; thou gavest me not water on my feet, but *she* has washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with her hair.

1 Peter 1:22 (JND) [22] Having purified your souls by obedience to the truth to unfeigned brotherly love, love one another out of a pure heart fervently;



THE FEELINGS OF JESUS






John 11:35;  1 Samuel 30:3,4;  Genesis 43:30;  1 Samuel:20:41

It is remarkable that the shortest verse in the Bible should be just two words and that it should be those two words: “Jesus wept”.  John could have written elsewhere that “Jesus rejoiced”, because He did rejoice.  We know from other scriptures that even when everything was against Him, it says that “Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth …”, Luke 10:21.  Then Paul speaks about rejoicing.  He says, “rejoice always”, 1 Thess.5:16.  The Christian can experience true joy and satisfaction.  But I think that the Spirit would bring before us these words, “Jesus wept”, to emphasise the feelings of Jesus and the spirit of Jesus,  the Spirit of Christ.  We can take account of the character of our Lord Jesus and the feelings that marked Him, and these feelings are to mark us.  We have been conscious  of the feelings among the brethren as being here, and that is a wonderful thing – these feelings that we have in fellowship and in friendship.  That friendship is based on our being lovers of God and lovers of our Lord Jesus  Christ.  

In this way, our own spirits are formed.  It has  been said that persons are what their spirits are.   Believers are not exactly defined by what their intelligence is, although we are to grow in our knowledge of God and  in an understanding of divine things as our brother mentioned on Lord’s day when we considered Ephesians 1.  All these matters are to form us so that soul formation takes place in us and we become like Christ.  That is really the essence of what we are.  Our lives  include what we say and what we do, but it is what we are as formed to be like Christ that matters most.  In John 11, we have an example of that in the Lord’s movements  when He saw Mary weeping.  “Jesus therefore, when he saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, was deeply moved in spirit, and was troubled” and then it says, “Jesus wept”.  He felt all that lay upon humanity as a result of death.  In this chapter, He is seen as the Son of God who had come to relieve persons from the pressure and circumstance of death.  I think it has been said that Jesus resented Satan for what he had brought in to press upon the spirits of persons such as Mary and the Jews.  So it says simply, “Jesus wept”.  How precious to consider that.  There are other instances too of His feelings.  He wept over Jerusalem.  Think of the Lord’s feelings – what an example He is for us!  

The second scripture in 1 Samuel 30 speaks of David.  He is, of course, an example to us, both as a type of the believer and also as a type of Christ.  David was a remarkable person, both a musical and a military man.  How complete David was in spiritual experience and it is in him that we see the greatest expression in the Old Testament of praise and worship to God.  Such is the person of David, and I was thinking of him as a type of Christ.  We know the background to this scripture.  There had been certain failings, a disaster had come in, but we can also consider this verse on its own.  It says, “And David and his men” – typifying Christ and those that are with Him – “came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives”.  And then it says, “David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep”.  It brings before us how Christ feels things in relation to what transpires in the world.  We know that the assembly is really the chief interest of Christ at present, but nonetheless we have to feel what transpires in the world as Christ feels them, as God feels them.  Paul writes to Timothy about prayer; first to pray “for all men; for kings and all that are in dignity” (1 Tim.2:2) and so it would be remiss of us to be stoical as to what falls upon our fellow men and women, and  boys and girls.  Think of what happened in Afghanistan recently; it is remarkable to think of God, of the Lord Jesus, seeing everything.  We only see a small part of the sufferings that come upon humanity but we may say simply – God and our Lord Jesus see everything, and we can think of the feelings that They have as to the sufferings of humanity.  It says of David’s men that they “lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep”.  So we would carry in our feelings the sufferings which fall upon our fellow men.

We read in Genesis 43, where, you might say, it is coming closer to home: “And Joseph made haste, for his bowels burned for his brother; and he sought a place to weep, and he went into the chamber, and wept there”.  Think of the feelings he had.  We know the history.  I suppose if anybody could have had ill feelings regarding his brother or his brethren, it would have been Joseph, because of all that had befallen him previously at his brothers’ hands.  But he is not marked by ill feelings; it says, “his bowels burned for his brother”.  What feelings to have for one another – not thinking about each other’s failings or flaws but thinking of each other as the brother for whom Christ died, the brethren for whom Christ died.  Paul could speak of having bowels of compassion.  So it says of Joseph that “he sought a place to weep”.  It might mean for us that we have been before God, speaking to God about one another in a priestly way in concern for  one and another.  Perhaps we have more to say to each other about what we think of our brethren than what we have to say to God about them.  I think it has been said that if we have power in God’s presence about each other, then we will have power with one another.  We can approach a brother or a sister as having previously sought a place to weep.  Joseph went into the chamber and wept there.  What brotherly feelings he had.  What trustworthy persons brethren like Joseph would be in our localities, carrying in their affections right feelings for each brother and sister.  

And then lastly we read in 1 Samuel 20; it says, “The lad went, and David arose from the side of the south, and fell on his face to the ground, and bowed himself  three times; and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded”.  What feelings there were between David and Jonathan.  It was sad that Jonathan was not prepared to go all the way with David.  How much he had loved David; it says earlier in 1 Samuel 18, “And it came to pass, when he had ended speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul” (v.1).  It is remarkable that Jonathan only had to hear David speak to feel that bond, and David was not even speaking to him – he heard David speak to Saul.  You might say, it was like a believer so enthralled with Christ that his soul is knit to Him.  But then here the link is developed between Jonathan and David and it comes to this moment.  What I had in mind to draw attention to was that in the middle of the verse that I read, it says, “and they kissed one another, and wept one with another, until David exceeded”.  Nobody feels things more perfectly than Christ, and Christ’s love always exceeds.  What an example He is to us – nobody loves His own more than Christ loves them.  What a One we have as an example!  What a One we have as a great High Priest, One who would help us in this matter of formation and feeling for one another.  May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

Given in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

6 October 2021

 

 

James Drummond

 


Scripture references

John 11:35 (JND) [35] Jesus wept.

1 Samuel 30:3-4 (JND) [3] And David and his men came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives. [4] Then David and the people that were with him lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no more power to weep.

Genesis 43:30 (JND) [30] And Joseph made haste, for his bowels burned for his brother; and he sought [a place] to weep, and he went into the chamber, and wept there.

Luke 10:21 (JND) [21] In the same hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes: yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight.

1 Thessalonians 5:16 (JND) [16] rejoice always;

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

Ephesians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, to the saints and faithful in Christ Jesus who are at Ephesus. [2] Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Christ; …

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

1 Samuel 30 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when David and his men came to Ziklag on the third day, that the Amalekites had made a raid upon the south, and upon Ziklag, and smitten Ziklag and burned it with fire; [2] and had taken the women captives that were in it; both great and small: they had put none to death, but had carried them off, and went on their way. [3] And David and his men came to the city, and behold, it was burnt with fire; and their wives, and their sons, and their daughters were taken captives. …

1 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] for kings and all that are in dignity, that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity;

Genesis 43 (JND) [1] And the famine was grievous in the land. [2] And it came to pass, when they had finished eating the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said to them, Go again, buy us a little food. [3] And Judah spoke to him, saying, The man did positively testify to us, saying, Ye shall not see my face, unless your brother be with you. …

1 Samuel 20 (JND) [1] And David fled from Naioth by Ramah, and came and said before Jonathan, What have I done? what is mine iniquity, and what is my sin before thy father, that he seeks my life? [2] And he said to him, God forbid; thou shalt not die: behold, my father will do nothing either great or small, and not apprise me; and why should my father hide this thing from me? it is not so. [3] And David swore again and again, and said, Thy father certainly knows that I have found favour in thy sight: and he has thought, Jonathan shall not know this, lest he be grieved; but truly [as] Jehovah liveth, and [as] thy soul liveth, there is but a step between me and death. …

1 Samuel 18 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when he had ended speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. [2] And Saul took him that day, and would not let him return to his father's house. [3] And Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. …

1 Samuel 18 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when he had ended speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. [2] And Saul took him that day, and would not let him return to his father's house. [3] And Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. …

1 Samuel 18 (JND) [1] And it came to pass, when he had ended speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul. [2] And Saul took him that day, and would not let him return to his father's house. [3] And Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul. …



NEARNESS TO JESUS


Isaiah 53:3;  Mark 15:33,34;  John 17:24;

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

These scriptures show us what the Lord Jesus desires for us, especially where we read in John.  He desires that His own might be with Him.  In the gospel, we learn how Jesus would draw near to us in our need.  He is seeking to secure persons so that He might have them for Himself, for the gospel is not a stoical matter – divine feelings are involved in its proclamation.  The Lord Jesus would speak to you so that, first of all, your needs might be met.  He is the only One who can meet every need; there is nothing that He is unable to resolve in the course of a person’s history, nothing is beyond His power, and He would serve us in relation to our needs.  But then Jesus also desires that you might be secured for Himself.  The scripture in John brings that out, that He wanted His own to be with Him.  He desires the company of persons.  It is a wonderful thing to think that all He has done is in order that you might be secured for Him and that you might be kept near Him.  The scripture that we read in Thessalonians shows us that this will be the case at that wonderful moment when He will come for His own.  The dead in Christ rising first, then the living who are His – the Lord Jesus will act Himself and gather all His own to Himself and we shall be with Him for ever.  What a moment that will be for Him.  Those of us who love Him look forward to that.  It will be a wonderful moment for us, but think of what it will be for Him.  Every one through the whole course of time who has been secured through faith – He will gather them all, and they will be with Himself.  What a moment that will be for Him!

These first two scriptures show us that the Lord Jesus knew what it was to be alone.  That should affect us.  He desires to secure us and to bring us to know His grace and blessing, the experience of nearness with Himself, but first He has known what it was to be alone.  The prophetic scripture I read in Isaiah is an affecting one because it speaks in so much detail of the particular nature of what the Lord Jesus endured.  As you go through it in its detail – written so many years before Christ came – the prophet speaks of One of whom it could be said, “He is despised and left alone of men”.  Who is the prophet speaking about?  These words speak of Jesus and none other, the Saviour whom we preach now, who is seeking to draw near to you in love.  Think of His loving heart as He takes account of each one.  He desires your company, dear friend, He desires to secure you for Himself.  But the prophet speaks of Him as being “despised and left alone of men”.  That should affect us.

There are many other scriptures we could have read.  It speaks of Him coming to His own and not being received by them (John 1:11).  Think of the Lord Jesus coming down from the heights of glory, coming down to this earth, and being found amongst men – the wonder of it!  God manifest in flesh, the wonder of the universe, as the hymn says (Hymn 400).  God came into the world in the person of our Lord Jesus.  What was the reception that was given Him, this One who was God Himself but found amongst men?  It says, “He is despised and left alone of men”.  The life of Jesus was in many ways a lonely life.  He had His disciples, those who were with Him in His public service, a little company of those who could say, “we have contemplated his glory”, John 1:14.  There were other individuals who had light from God as to the greatness of the One who had come in, the Messiah found amongst His own, but “He came to his own, and his own received him not”.  All the prophets had spoken of Him, but He was despised.  Think of men despising the Lord Jesus; that was what He endured in His life here.  We sang of it:

‘No eye was found to pity,

   No heart to bear Thy woe,

But shame, and scorn, and spitting:

   None cared Thy name to know.’      (Hymn 190).

What that must have meant to His own heart.  Very few cared to know His name, and yet He was available to all.  Jesus came into the synagogue and announced that He was anointed to preach glad tidings (Luke 4:18).  The fulness of God’s heart of love was to be spoken of by this One to poor sinful man under bondage, to those who were broken-hearted.  The Lord Jesus came and He served in love in order that men might be delivered from the burden and the bondage of sin that Satan held them in.  What a pathway was Christ’s.

And yet, as far as most were concerned, He was left alone; they chose not to have Him.  They took account of Him in all His gracious goodness and yet they rejected Him, and the Lord Jesus felt that.  We do not like to be left alone, but the Lord Jesus experienced the reality of that.  There was no response from most; generally, men despised Him, even those who should have known better.  We had that scripture recently, “In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried” (John 7:37); think of the Pharisees and the Jews going busily about their feast in Jerusalem, and there was the Saviour among them.  It speaks of Jesus crying out, “If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink”.  There was no answer from the leaders of His own people of Israel, who should have known better.  The feelings of the Saviour were expressed but were not answered, not even by His own nation!  There were a few who loved Him out of true hearts, but they  were not equal for it when He told them what would happen to Him, what it would involve in going the way He did.  Peter said, “this shall in no wise be unto thee” Matt.16:22.  Jesus was alone in accomplishing the will of God.  There was no one who could be with Him in that matter.  It says prophetically that He looked for sympathy from others, for anything that was in accord with His own mind (Ps.69:20), but there was no one equal to it.  Jesus truly knew what it was to be left alone by men.

But then Mark’s gospel speaks of the Lord Jesus being forsaken by God.  We often speak of this.  How we are to be affected by what scripture tells us.  He spoke to His loved ones of their being scattered, and said that He would be left alone “and yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me”, John 16:32.  Think of how that had sustained Him in His pathway.  Despite the indifference of man, He had the Father with Him, He was in the enjoyment of pleasant communion.  He could say prophetically, “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, Isa.50:4.  We often read of the Lord Jesus retiring in prayer; that was His recourse.  He spent the whole night in prayer at one point, for that was what sustained Him.  We read too of Him in the garden of Gethsemane where Satan assailed Him and brought before Him the anticipation of the awfulness of all He was about to endure, but He overcame Satan and spoke to His Father, for His Father was His resource.  But this cry of anguish, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” tells of how on the cross, He was left alone by God.  

You wonder at what His feelings were as being left alone by men, but think of all that was expressed in this cry of utter anguish, a cry of desolation, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  Jesus had enjoyed such precious communion with His Father, but now He was forsaken by His God for those three hours.  That was endured in order that the gospel might be preached.  There can be no blessing for me, no salvation, unless I know why this cry was uttered.  It was uttered because  the One who knew not sin was made sin (2 Cor.5:21).   We are so familiar with sin; we do not have to look around to see it, for we know what it is within us.  But although Jesus knew not sin, He was made sin – something that we should think about deeply, although we will never penetrate the awfulness of what it meant to the Lord  Jesus to be made sin and as such to be forsaken by God, left alone by God, for these three hours.  He was the object of God’s delight during His life here, the love of His Father for Him had been expressed: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.17:5.  That was said of the One who had said, “I have glorified thee on the earth” (John 17:4); what an Object He was for the heart of God as the Father took account of that One who had done His will.  Then Jesus was left alone of God, forsaken.  As has been said, ‘all was dark, without one ray of light even from God’2.

That is what was endured by the Lord Jesus to bring about the salvation of all who have faith in Him.  It was no light matter!  Sin and sins have not been resolved without tremendous cost; it was a matter of untold suffering, untold anguish.  Think of the greatness of the One who could say, “Thy sins are forgiven … Rise up and walk” (Matt.9:5), but these words anticipated the great work that Jesus would accomplish on the cross on behalf of sinners such as us.  Think of the Lord Jesus uttering that cry at Calvary “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”.  It should move us in our hearts, so that each of us, I trust, can say why it was that Jesus was forsaken.  We must have an absolute conviction that He was there for me.  He took on Himself the whole question of sin; He was made sin.  “Him who knew not sin” was “made sin for us” (2 Cor.5:21), and as such, He was forsaken by God.  But we know that was for these three hours, for after that awful time, as Jesus delivered up His spirit, He committed it to His Father: “Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit”, Luke 23:46.  That precious communion was restored and He could speak thus to His Father.  The whole question of sin had been judged, sins atoned for.  Jesus was placed in the tomb, representing the taking away from before the sight of God the whole order of sinful man according to nature.  But He rose again, and as out of death He desires that those who believe in Him should be with Him.  It is a very precious thought.  He desires His own to be near to Him.  

I wonder if we all have a sense that He desires us to be here for Him in this world which is opposed to Him while He is absent.  That is what we have been left here for.  Sometimes we do not feel that we have the power, but we are given the power; the Holy Spirit is the power to be here faithful to Him.  It is a precious thing to take up our path in testimony to Him, but then He desires that we should be with Him.  The scripture we read says, “as to those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me”.  That no doubt refers to the coming day when He will have all His own with Him, but we can all have some sense of being near to Jesus.  I think we would know if we had this experience because we would want to enjoy more of it.  We may sometimes take account of others who clearly have a joy, a peace in their links with the Lord Jesus, and that comes from being in nearness to Him.  

So He says, “I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory”.  There is opportunity for believers to be with Him and to behold His glory.  He is no longer the Man of sorrows; that path of sorrow and suffering in which He was left alone and despised of men is finished; He is a Man of glory now.  He is set at God’s right hand and He has been given all glory and honour, and He says, as it were, I want them to be with me so they can see it.  The desire of the Lord Jesus is that we might enjoy His company.  That is something very precious for us, that those who love Him should be with Him in their spirits: it is how we can be sustained in this waiting time until we are actually with Him.  We can be maintained in the current enjoyment of having part with Him now.  That is what we did this morning when we remembered Him, for the Lord’s supper is a very special occasion and one precious to His own heart.  He comes to His own; His desire is not to be alone.  He will never be alone again, He has His own with Him, and what a precious thing that is.  How precious it is to be a true lover of the Lord Jesus and for us to have our enjoyment in that.

I just touch on Thessalonians.  It says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel’s voice and with trump of God …”.  He does not send any other.  It has often been said that it is He Himself who will call His own.  Think of that assembling shout – all those who will hear it, those who have died in faith, will rise when they hear that voice.  Think of them lying dead for hundreds, and for some, thousands of years; there will soon be the Lord’s assembling shout and they will hear it.  The dead in Christ rising first, then “we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air; and thus we shall be always with the Lord”.  That is a very blessed prospect for believers in the time of His absence, to think of when we shall see Him and always be with Him.  This is the time of faith – we see by faith, we understand divine things through faith.  The scripture says that faith is “the conviction of things not seen” (Heb.11:1), but then we will actually see Him and when we see Him we will be like Jesus, for we will be given a body of glory like His own (Phil.3:21).  That will be His last act of salvation.  The bodies in which we are – bodies in which sin has been known, bodies of weakness and humiliation – will be transformed “into conformity to his body of glory” and we shall always be with Him, never to go out again.  That will be very precious for us, but what it will be for Him!  We often think of the blessings we receive in accepting the gospel from our own side, and they are very precious.  Acceptance of the gospel in repentance and faith, and the gift of the Holy Spirit, gives us everything we need.  Forgiveness and salvation, and many other wonderful blessings, are enjoyed by the believer through the precious finished work of Jesus and His blood shed for us, but the object of it is that there are those whom He can call His own and His desire is that they might be with Him. 

The Lord Jesus is waiting for that time, He is waiting for the Father’s word when He will come and claim every one who is His.  The question is, Will you be among them?  Those who have been bought by His precious blood, the whole redeemed company, have been secured for Him and will be with Him then.  I trust that is the hope of every one here.  In the circumstances that we are in now, we prove His love and we can experience Him drawing near to us, but then we will actually be with Him.  What a precious thing it is that He will have all His own for Himself for ever.  Wonderful!

This is my simple impression, that the Lord Jesus has desires for each one of us personally.  We may sometimes ask, Me – really?  But yes, that is the greatness of the gospel, that Jesus has desires in relation to individuals.  He desires your company.  May we all just ponder it and have to do with Him, the Saviour and Lord who is so available, and have the precious experience of being in His company, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Buckhurst Hill

23 May 2021

 

 

Robert Webster


Scripture references

Isaiah 53:3 (JND) [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not.

Mark 15:33-34 (JND) [33] And when [the] sixth hour was come, there came darkness over the whole land until [the] ninth hour; [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (JND) [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

John 1:11 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not;

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

Luke 4:18 (JND) [18] [The] Spirit of [the] Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach glad tidings to [the] poor; he has sent me to preach to captives deliverance, and to [the] blind sight, to send forth [the] crushed delivered,

John 7:37 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink.

Matthew 16:22 (JND) [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

John 16:32 (JND) [32] Behold, [the] hour is coming, and has come, that ye shall be scattered, each to his own, and shall leave me alone; and [yet] I am not alone, for the Father is with me.

Isaiah 50:4 (JND) [4] The Lord Jehovah hath given me the tongue of the instructed, that I should know how to succour by a word him that is weary. He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed.

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Matthew 17:5 (JND) [5] While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and lo, a voice out of the cloud, saying, *This* is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight: hear him.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

Matthew 9:5 (JND) [5] For which is easier: to say, Thy sins are forgiven; or to say, Rise up and walk?

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Luke 23:46 (JND) [46] And Jesus, having cried with a loud voice, said, Father, into thy hands I commit my spirit. And having said this, he expired.

Hebrews 11:1 (JND) [1] Now faith is [the] substantiating of things hoped for, [the] conviction of things not seen.

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.



OUR RELATIONS WITH GOD


Colossians 1:9-10  Matthew 11:25-27

I desire to say something about our relations with God.  The apostle refers to “growing by the true knowledge of God”, which was needed to meet what was creeping in at Colosse – philosophy and vain deceit, man’s mind entering into the things of God.

There was reference at the weekend to the scripture that the God “who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Phil.1:6.  I thought of what proceeds in the meantime – the beginning of God’s work in believers, a work that God does in us according to His desire and according to His purpose until the completion of it.  What God is doing in believers is what He has chosen to do in His purpose and counsels.  In John’s gospel it says of Jesus, “He came to his own, and his own received him not; but as many as received him, to them gave he the right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh’s will, nor of man’s will, but of God”, John 1:11-13.

In relation to God’s purpose, there is nothing which a person can do to earn the right to be taken up by God.  It was pre-ordained.  From God’s side, His work in a person is something that has always been in His mind.  Even the inception of it is His work.  Our responsibility is to receive it, to receive the word as it comes to us in the glad tidings and to receive Christ.  The result of the work of God, the fruition of what God begins through new birth in a soul, comes into expression as the seed is sown in good ground in the glad tidings and yields a result; the seed grows and bears fruit.  We referred at the weekend to Nicodemus (John 3; John 19:39), and also to the corn; “first the blade, then an ear, then full corn in the ear”, Mark 4:28.  The increase in fruit produced was in measurements of thirty, sixty or one hundredfold (v.8).  That brings out the sovereignty of God, for He is  sovereign as to whom He takes up and how His work proceeds.

Then from our side, I read in Matthew where the Lord’s words refer to our relations with the Father as babes.  It suggests the growth of the work of God in believers until its completion, producing what is well-pleasing – pleasing to the Father, pleasing to Christ.  We are to be concerned about how much there is in us of God’s work that yields pleasure to Him.  The Lord Jesus said at one point of the Father, “I do always the things that are pleasing to him”, John 8:29.  So with us the work of God always proceeds with a view to what is pleasing to His mind and heart.  We should desire that God’s work in us will result, through experience, in what is pleasing to Him.  

But there can be hindrances to this.  I was thinking of the book of Romans, which, as we have often been taught, is largely experimental.  The epistle to the Romans helps us to identify what is of God in us and what is extraneous to that, what is of the flesh.  When we arrive at Romans 7, “I myself with the mind serve God’s law …”. (v.25), that is really arriving at what John speaks about, that what is born of God cannot sin (1 John 3:9).  As the work of God proceeds, it has nothing to do with our natural ability, our interests, our pursuits in life, whether in responsibility or otherwise.  The work of God proceeds from what has been born of God and what God would nurture Himself.

It is interesting that in the epistle to the Philippians, the title of God is prominent.  Paul speaks about what is of God – for example, the peace of God and the God of peace (chap.4:7,10).  He also speaks about being otherwise minded.  Paul was writing about his pathway here and what he was pursuing; “I pursue, looking  towards the goal, for the prize of the calling on high of  God in Christ Jesus”, Phil.3:14.  He is looking at the completion of things in himself, and then he goes on, “As many therefore as are perfect, let us be thus minded; and if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you.  But whereto we have attained, let us walk in the same steps” (vv.15,16).  It seems that the apostle’s ministry in Philippi was to establish the saints in relation to their walk here, and that it would be a heavenly walk.  We have often been taught that the Philippians were heavenly people in a sphere of responsibility or testimony.  How we use our minds comes into Philippians – the need to hold our minds in relation to what is in God’s mind for us, and that is “the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”.

In the epistle to the Colossians, the apostle is concerned in chapter 1 to counter the challenge to God’s work in us that the enemy would make as to our minds.  The mind can be diverted by human teaching, or natural intelligence and thinking.  My exercise was that during this period, when God’s work is being completed in us, there has to be a relationship established and maintained with the One who is doing the work.  We have to keep near to God.  I was thinking of John’s epistle; he says, “not that we loved God, but that he loved us”, 1 John 4:10.  It is important to be maintained in these truths as to God Himself.  

From the beginning of the Old Testament, much comes into Scripture about persons who God took up and who enjoyed His favour, His delight – persons like Noah, Enoch, Abraham and many more.  Certain features marked these persons.  Enoch was translated by God; it says that Enoch “was not, for God took him” (Gen 5:24), and he had the testimony that he pleased God.  That was an indication that God had completed what He had set out to do in Enoch, and then He took him; there was nothing further to be worked out by God in that man.  Then Abraham was a friend of God; a feature that marked him was that he believed God and “it was reckoned to him as righteousness”, Rom.4:3.  So the features that came out in these persons whom God took up, and are marked out in Scripture, are what He finds His pleasure in – persons who had close relationships with Him.

The time is short.  When the Lord comes for us, many of us may well still be living.  It is incumbent upon us to make way in our souls for God to proceed in relation to His work in believers.  God desires to work out great things in those who are His.  In the Psalms, it speaks about the saints of the earth as the excellent; “To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent thou hast said, In them is all my delight”, Ps.16:3.  God would acknowledge through His word what He has found His pleasure in.  He certainly found it in Christ, in that Man, His Son, and the Lord Jesus is a pattern for us.  Not that He was in need of growing to maturity, but He advanced in favour with both God and men (Luke 2:52).  Who He was in His manhood was expressed in such perfection that God declared His delight in His Son; He marked Him out.

I thought that what runs through all of this is the need for our relations with God to be maintained.  It is not a matter of accepting the glad tidings and finding a safe haven in the work of the Lord Jesus, and then continuing with my own interests.  Instead, we are to be on the road to a full relationship with a God who desires our every blessing.  One of the scriptures that came to mind in relation to this is in Malachi.  God had pleasure in His people at the end of Malachi; there were those who thought upon His name, they spoke often one to another and a book of remembrance was written (Mal.4:16).  But before that, God says, “Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house”, Mal.3:10.  God’s delight was and is in Christ; the Lord’s food of course was to do the will of His God and Father.  Speaking very reverently, I believe that God also has very great satisfaction in what speaks to Him of Christ in believers now.

May we be encouraged together for His name’s sake.

Given in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

6 October 2021

 

 

Richard Hesterman




Scripture references

Colossians 1:9-10 (JND) [9] For this reason *we* also, from the day we heard [of your faith and love], do not cease praying and asking for you, to the end that ye may be filled with the full knowledge of his will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, [10] [so as] to walk worthily of the Lord unto all well-pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work, and growing by the true knowledge of God;

Matthew 11:25-27 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes. [26] Yea, Father, for thus has it been well-pleasing in thy sight. [27] All things have been delivered to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son but the Father, nor does any one know the Father, but the Son, and he to whom the Son may be pleased to reveal [him].

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

John 1:11-13 (JND) [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; [13] who have been born, not of blood, nor of flesh's will, nor of man's will, but of God.

John 3 (JND) [1] But there was a man from among the Pharisees, his name Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; [2] he came to him by night, and said to him, Rabbi, we know that thou art come a teacher from God, for none can do these signs that thou doest unless God be with him. [3] Jesus answered and said to him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except any one be born anew he cannot see the kingdom of God. …

John 19:39 (JND) [39] And Nicodemus also, who at first came to Jesus by night, came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds [weight].

Mark 4:28 (JND) [28] The earth bears fruit of itself, first [the] blade, then an ear, then full corn in the ear.

John 8:29 (JND) [29] And he that has sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, because I do always the things that are pleasing to him.

Romans 7 (JND) [1] Are ye ignorant, brethren, (for I speak to those knowing law,) that law rules over a man as long as he lives? [2] For the married woman is bound by law to her husband so long as he is alive; but if the husband should die, she is clear from the law of the husband: [3] so then, the husband being alive, she shall be called an adulteress if she be to another man; but if the husband should die, she is free from the law, so as not to be an adulteress, though she be to another man. …

1 John 3:9 (JND) [9] Whoever has been begotten of God does not practise sin, because his seed abides in him, and he cannot sin, because he has been begotten of God.

Philippians 3:14 (JND) [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus.

1 John 4:10 (JND) [10] Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son a propitiation for our sins.

Genesis 5:24 (JND) [24] And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.

Romans 4:3 (JND) [3] for what does the scripture say? And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.

Psalms 16:3 (JND) [3] To the saints that are on the earth, and to the excellent [thou hast said], In them is all my delight.

Luke 2:52 (JND) [52] And Jesus advanced in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.

Malachi 3:10 (JND) [10] Bring the whole tithe into the treasure-house, that there may be food in my house, and prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah of hosts, if I open not to you the windows of the heavens, and pour you out a blessing, till there be no place for it.



RESTRICTED CIRCUMSTANCES PRODUCING FRUIT






Judges 6:11, 15,16 (to “I will certainly be with thee”);  8:18

I have been thinking about what we said about Colossians 1 on Lord’s day, and this scripture has just come to me, brethren, while we have been sitting here.  It links with “translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love” (v.13), and also with what our brother has said about our relations with God, and results that have been brought about for God from restriction.

This scripture in Judges came before me because Gideon was certainly working in restricted circumstances.  I do not know much about a winepress but I do know a little bit about threshing wheat.  I am quite sure that the winepress represents restricted circumstances, but Gideon was there because he was securing food from the Midianites to feed the people of God.  If we are working, despite restricted conditions, to encourage and strengthen our fellow believers, then there will not only be something secured to encourage them, but also to bring about an increase in the service of worship and praise to divine Persons.  Gideon did not feel that he was able for what God would have him do.  He said, “My thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house”.  God is not limited by the circumstances in which we are, but He looks upon the Lord Jesus whom He has used to bring believers into His thoughts in purpose, into the wonder of what we spoke about on Lord’s day – “into the kingdom of the Son of his love”.  Whatever the circumstances might be, the divine goal is to bring us practically into that kingdom.

If there is a kingdom, there must be subjects for it; I think we see the subjects in chapter 8.  There were those of Gideon’s family of whom it was said, “As thou art, so were they; each one resembled the sons of a king”.  What a wonderful commendation, you might say, when persons are able to see that believers, and we among them, are like Christ.

It is just a simple thought, brethren, and it came to me from what we have had brought before us.  Our relations with the Lord Jesus, relations with the Spirit, relations with the Father – in whatever circumstances we might be, those relationships are to produce what would feed and encourage our fellow believers to increase in response to God, and to be a testimony for Christ here.

May we be encouraged, for His name’s sake.

 

Given in a meeting for ministry, Calgary

Keith Drever

 

 

6 October 2021
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Scripture references

Judges 6:11-16 (JND) [11] And an angel of Jehovah came and sat under the terebinth that was in Ophrah, that [belonged] to Joash the Abi-ezrite. And his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, to secure [it] from the Midianites. [12] And the Angel of Jehovah appeared to him, and said to him, Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. [13] And Gideon said to him, Ah my Lord, if Jehovah be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where are all his miracles that our fathers told us of, saying, Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? And now Jehovah hath cast us off, and given us into the hand of Midian. [14] And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt save Israel from the hand of Midian. Have not I sent thee? [15] And he said to him, Ah Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my thousand is the poorest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. [16] And Jehovah said to him, I will certainly be with thee; and thou shalt smite Midian as one man.

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …
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