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CONTENDING EARNESTLY FOR THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS

Jude 1–4; Luke 4: 1–15; 22: 39–45 

JM  What has been on one’s spirit for quite some time is this verse in Jude, we are “to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”, and I thought it would be profitable to occupy these three days with the consideration of that. As the brethren well know, Jude was a most affectionate man and it was not in his mind that he should write to the saints on this score, but as he says here, “I have been obliged to write to you”. Divine obligation was there that he should write to them to “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”. I need hardly say that the faith here is not exactly faith as we use the term generally, but it involves the whole system of the truth. I notice from the ministers of the recovery that there is quite a stress, not only on the doctrine, but the truth being seen in practical walk among the saints. It involves in its literality the verse in the Acts, “they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers”, (Acts 2: 42), but I think I am justified in saying that it has been redelivered particularly in the revival through Mr. Darby and what has followed on from that. So that is what I would be exercised to keep before us, beloved, that we should value what we have been called into; but not only that we should value it, but that we should carry the responsibility for the maintenance of it. I think I am justified in saying that there is abundant evidence at the present time that there is a need for recalling the saints to “contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”. We had some warning of that at the meetings here last year on ‘arm yourselves’, and I think it is the time for that. Times are critical, but nevertheless the Lord is with us and He will maintain what is of Himself, and certainly He will maintain those that are committed to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. I thought before we got down to the detail of that we might look at the two temptations that the Lord passed through, the enemy’s intention being to deflect Him. To say the least, He is a model for us and would help us in having these pressures of Satanic wiles upon us. I wondered whether that might be of some help to the brethren. 

WMcK  Do you think this expression “preserved in Jesus Christ” would direct our thoughts to where you read in Luke 4, Jesus Christ, that kind of man, and our preservation lies in that? 

JM  I think that is the point, Jesus Christ, and that means, and I trust that may develop with us as the days go on, that that Man is the Man that is for God, and it shuts out every other man. 

WMcK  And would you say this is to find expression in persons so that one thing we should be contending for is “that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh”, 2 Corinthians 4: 11? 

JM  That is very much in one’s mind. It is not the doctrine. One has to be humbled oneself, we have relied far too much on doctrine, and I am very slow to say anything against doctrine because doctrine is needed, and it is quite right that the young people particularly should give their attention to the doctrine, the reading of the ministry that has been given, but Christianity is far more than that. It is a way of life which is for the pleasure of God, but the more you look at it the more you can see that it is also a way of life for the blessing of men. There is nothing that can compare with it. 

WMcK  So running along with what you referred to, the teaching of the apostles, is what Paul says, God has put in us the word of that reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5: 19). That thing was in full expression in those men, and the Spirit of God would have it in full expression in us in our measure. 

JM  Yes, that is right. As I understand it, reconciliation in the early chapters of the Acts is in every direction. It is not only reconciliation to God, but we are reconciled to one another. We might see that in another reading but the dispensation opened with a company of persons who were in absolute reconciliation. When you read the Lord’s prayer in John 17, you might think to yourself, where was the answer to that? The answer to that was at Pentecost. It was there in a substantial and real way, and that would be part of “the faith once delivered to the saints”, that the Spirit would press on us that in these closing days we may be concerned that there should be a return, a revival, to that way of life, do you think? 

WMcK  Yes. 

DMW  Does prayer underlie revival to that kind of life? I was noticing in the chapter in Luke, previous to where you read, it says, “Jesus having been baptised and praying” (Luke 3: 21), it would seem to underlie His consequent movements. 

JM  He is brought out in that chapter in Luke in His moral beauty. There is what had preceded it, the anointing, but in addition to that there were thirty years of private life under the eye of God. That life was beautiful—a praying Man. Luke gives you the praying Man. He speaks more about prayer than any of the other gospel writers. Have you more to say about it? 

DMW  I was just struck by the Lord Jesus in Luke 22 saying to His disciples, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation” (Luke 22: 40). 

JM  Yes. I read these two sections because they are temptations. Of course we would have to make clear that there was nothing in Christ that answered to Satan’s temptation, but it had to be that He went through that in view of being here for God and undoing the works of the devil. With us there is that in ourselves that answers to the temptations, but there was nothing in Him. But what it brought out was the absolute perfection of the humanity of Jesus. A brother told me that Mr. Darby says that the Lord had two tools; one was absolute dependence and the other one was absolute obedience. 

TFN  Would you say that contending for the faith once delivered to the saints would involve the whole truth that has been recovered to us, the faith that was once delivered to the saints? 

JM  I think it involves the whole truth. It is not part of 

the truth, it involves the whole truth, but I would like to press on the brethren that it involves the actual display of the truth in the walk of persons here. The hundred and twenty names in the beginning of the Acts had not done very much, but they were fully reconciled. 

JRB  John in his third epistle is speaking of this same thing when he says, “For I rejoiced exceedingly when the brethren came and bore testimony to thy holding fast the truth, even as thou walkest in truth. I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth” (3 John 3, 4). Is that how we contend earnestly for the faith? 

JM  I think it is, and I trust that may go through these meetings. That is very beautiful, and there are other passages we will come to where we are to hold fast certain things, but it is not just in the way that we may view it as an obligation. It certainly is an obligation, but there is a joy and a blessedness for ourselves as well as what is for God in the doing of it. 

JRB  I was thinking there was a demonstration in the lives of these persons, the setting out of what the truth involved. 

JM  Exactly, and God had great pleasure in that. We sometimes look around, and I have to say I am very prone to it myself, and see the failure. But then we think of what God has among the saints, wrought by the Spirit throughout this dispensation, for His pleasure and glory. 

LB  Is that the basis of fellowship, as John puts it, “if we walk in the light as he is in the light”?—“he” would be Christ, as you are bringing before us the model—“we have fellowship with one another”, 1 John 1: 7. 

JM  It involves that. Fellowship would be one with the other. It has often been said, but well worth repeating, that there is only one fellowship. I say that because I hear it said that there are others. There is no such thing. There is only one fellowship, and what I hope we will get hold of for our own souls is the blessedness of what is really in the divine mind for us. 

GDR  Do we have an example in our Lord as He could 

say, I am altogether that which I say unto you (John 8: 25)? Is there not a need in what you are suggesting to look at the matter of consistency, moral consistency? 

JM  Yes, I feel challenged as to moral consistency, yet the Spirit is with us, and we turn to the Spirit for help and He immediately opens up something to us that really helps us. 

The truth is not a glorious impossibility, the truth is glorious, the truth is a glorious reality. 

APD  I wonder, not to be occupied with what is negative, why it says, we are not ignorant of his thoughts (2 Corinthians 2: 11). Would you say what you feel the attack of the enemy is at the present time? 

JM  I have no difficulty in saying that the attack of the enemy is against the truth at its highest level as we have been recovered to it. 

APD  Christ and the assembly. 

JM  Exactly, that is what the enemy is at constantly. Mr. Stoney says, the enemy does not set out to unchristianise anyone. I can see what Mr. Stoney’s point was, if the enemy sought to unchristianise believers, they would quickly determine what he is at, but he goes on to say that what the enemy is at is to rob the saints of the height of the truth, and that is not so easy to discern. I do not want to judge people, but there are plenty of persons, sad to say, either willingly or unwillingly, who are prepared to give up the height of the truth. What do you think yourself? 

APD  One way would be the modification of the principles of fellowship, do you think? 

JM  You will always find that the enemy does not seek to cut out Christianity altogether, but if he could modify it and bring the level down and bring the standards down, that is really what he is at. The sad thing is that he has gained some ground and we have to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. 

JRB  So the exhortation to the saints at Philadelphia was, “that no one take thy crown”, Revelation 3: 11. It is the highest level of the truth where the enemy attacks. 

JM  You are referring to the word to Philadelphia, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown”, 

Revelation 3: 11. I used to think that the crown was nazariteship, and I would not say that it is not. There is a strong grammatical connection there, the word used is ‘nazar’, but a consensus of opinion among those that we respect suggests it is really the height of Ephesian truth. That is what the enemy is against. 

NJH  Would the Holy Spirit bringing demonstration have part in what you are referring to as contending earnestly for the faith? 

JM  Say some more. 

NJH  As the footnote clearly says there it is not directly the Spirit but it is what His presence affords to the believer (John 16: 8, note ‘d’). I wondered if that comes out here in this combat. 

JM  That links on with what we are saying, it is the whole walk of the saints. The truth once delivered to the saints is the whole system of what has been in the mind of God from the very beginning, and worked out here in a powerful way, undoubtedly involving very largely the Holy Spirit. I would not say entirely the Holy Spirit because the work of God comes into it, and the work of Christ, but I think very largely it is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

The more you think about it you say to yourself, Is not that wonderful that God has a people here on earth at the present time in the midst of the terrible evil that is in the world? And there certainly is very much evil, but we can get obsessed with that, but in the midst of the terrible declension in the area where the truth used to be. God has a people that are actually walking in the full light of the truth for His pleasure. I think it is a tremendous matter. 

Ques.  So in the matter of fellowship, Paul early in 1 Corinthians brings in the divine standard, the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord (1 Corinthians 1: 9). Is that important? 

JM  Yes, there is no other fellowship, as we said. There is nothing lower, there is not another fellowship. Well maybe we should look at the Lord in Luke’s gospel because we could never do anything better than contemplate Christ. These are spoken of as temptations, it says that. We know the passage extraordinarily well, and maybe because we know it extraordinarily well we might tend to skip over it. 

WMcK  It says in verse 13, “the devil, having completed every temptation”. What the Lord went through in those forty days tempted of the devil, the Lord was faced by the terrible antagonism of this fallen being. 

JM  And you just think for a moment of who it was that was tempted by the devil. He had to go through this in the detail, forty days. It was not just a day and a night. 

WMcK  And what a model He is for us, “full of the Holy Spirit”. It brings out, does it not, the beautiful humanity of Jesus that it was in the Holy Spirit’s power that He repulsed these temptations? 

JM  It says that He “returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness forty days”. It is well worth thinking about. The Lord did not meet the enemy’s temptations in His deity; He could have done that. He did not even meet him in the power of His own humanity; He could have done that. But He met him as a Man who was full of the Holy Spirit. Do you agree with that? 

WMcK  Yes, exactly; and the Lord did not initiate this. Mark tells us the Spirit drives him into the wilderness (Mark 1: 12). What you see is what you referred to earlier, absolute obedience, and as in the wilderness He is absolutely dependent but He is absolutely obedient. He was led by the Spirit. 

JM  Yes, no doubt to such a Person, blessed Man, holy Man, sinless Man, a Man for God, it was abhorrent. We often think of the abhorrence when we come to what is referred to at Gethsemane, but the temptations in Luke 4 must have been abhorrent to Jesus, but in holy obedience and a Man full of the Holy Spirit He met every detail of it. 

WMcK  Think of how the Lord must have felt this because Satan was created by Him; here he is the epitome of lawlessness and coming against the One who was the absolute infinite expression of dependence and obedience, and the Lord meeting that in the power of the Holy Spirit. Do you not think it is to show that in the Spirit’s power it is within our range to meet temptation? 

JM  That is why I read in Luke, because you get a Man full of the Holy Spirit. It brings it within our range, so that He is a model for us in the way that He met the tempter. He therefore shows us the way in which Satan can be overcome. 

JRB  The first word of the Lord is, Man shall not live, “Man shall not live by bread alone”. Absolute perfect standard of manhood there in Christ was it not? 

JM  That is right, absolute standard, “but by every word of God”. Think of the tremendous power that Satan has in the commercial system, it is all under his sway, and if we are not careful we will come under that sway. I am not unsympathetic. I feel sorry for our younger brethren. Employers expect them these days to devote nearly their life to their work, what earns them their bread. There is no need to develop that and press it too hard, but it is just worth mentioning that we should think about it. 

DMW  Is it significant that it is “every word of God” in relation to your subject? It is the devil, and his intent was to divert the Lord Jesus from the pathway of the truth. 

JM  That is right, and as you think of that pathway of His, those thirty-three and a half years, every moment of it was governed by God’s word. 

TFN  I should ask the question, if we should bring this down to a simple Christian, the question is, “It is written”. Is it not the Spirit’s power that sustains such persons? If you understand that the word is the word of God, it is written, the devil cannot overcome that can he? 

JM  No, that is right. Of course in the working out of it you are fairly sure to have to experience suffering. It is brought in here as directly related to the Lord, but the matter of our daily bread is something that we need to think about, and make quite sure that there is something of the humanity of Christ coming to light in the working of it out. It does not mean that a man may not be prosperous, I am not saying that. One thing that we always need to be clear about is socialism or jealousy, but the great thing is to be in matters with God. 

WMcK  I was wondering if this section would help us as to skill in contending earnestly for the faith. You notice the devil said, “If thou be Son of God”. He would select the matter of sonship as the ground of conflict, but the Lord does not allow that. He says, “Man”, and I think we need to seek the Spirit’s help not to let the devil select the battleground in any issue. We need, by the Spirit’s help, to select the ground on which to contend, would you think? 

JM  I think so. The general who selects the battleground is always the winner, and the Lord went through in the power of the Holy Spirit. We need the Spirit’s help, and “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world” (1 John 4: 4), so that the enemy has no advantage. It is essential to see that. You might think the enemy has a tremendous advantage. He has built up a system here, a tremendous system, which of course is going to come down, but the simple person who is making room for the Spirit in his or her life has the advantage. 

APD  Why is the political matter first in Luke? It is the religious in Matthew. It is the political side or the world, in Luke, what would you say about that? 

JM  I do not know, you had better tell us. 

APD  I wondered about it, what the Lord says later, “I am in the midst of you as the one that serves” (Luke 22: 27), whether it would not be a pattern for us that we have God before us, not ourselves. 

JM  Well I am sure that is right. Certainly you could not say about the Lord’s life that God was not His prime object, indeed His sole object. You might say that is being selfish, but if you understand God and who He is, and what He is, and the way He operates, as you come to have Him as your sole object you find that man comes into right relationships on every side. 

GDR  To the saints whom Paul was addressing, he says not to depart from the simplicity as to the Christ (2 Corinthians 11: 3). I think what you were saying earlier as to remaining on this line of simplicity is vital because there is a struggle. The restfulness that the Lord brings in in relation to His sufficiency should bring in a ceasing of the struggle. You know what I mean, there is a bit more and a bit more, and never satisfied. Would you agree with that? 

JM  If you hold to the simplicity of the Christ you get the chaste virgin for Christ. 

These two go together. We will come to that a little later, not exactly that because that is in Corinthians, but if I understand it, the inference there is that Paul was seeking to counteract the tendency for men to add something to the Christ which corrupts the thought. 

NJH  There is a starting point in this pattern, is there not? 

JM  I would say so. 

NJH  Well there is another race in his mind, another order of man, when He overcame the world. 

JM  Yes exactly, not only another order of man, but you do not get the truth of the assembly until you come to Acts, but God was really setting the stage for it, so things that were proper to the old dispensation are not given the same prominence. I think there is an easing in of what God has in His mind to develop as the great truth of the assembly. Generally speaking God does not act abruptly and terminate one order, one divine arrangement and go in for another. He does it gradually. You will find if you particularly look in Luke’s gospel, because he is influenced by Paul, there are certain indications in his gospel of what was in the divine mind as to the working out of the truth of Christ and the assembly. Do you think that is all right? 

DMW  So would it be helpful to see that the devil intended to limit the movements of this kind of man, firstly in Christ, and also the continuation of the same kind of man in others, including ourselves? 

JM  That is right. He was Man on earth. You think of the disappointment there must have been for Satan to find a Man on earth who was answering in every detail to what was for the pleasure of God. 

DMW  It was not the earthly man but it was the heavenly Man on earth. 

JM  That is right. He was not of the earth, but it was the heavenly Man, another character of man, another order of man altogether. What a beautiful order it is really! The more you think about it, the order of manhood in Christ, there is a beauty about it that the Spirit of God would give us as men to appreciate; that is what God is finding His delight in. It should not be something that He will usher in eternally. It should be seen now in testimony. 

JRB  I have been struck by the fact that in Genesis 2 and 3 that word ‘man’ is used over and over again in relation to Adam. Paul brings it forward for us in Corinthians, does he not, as to the earthly man, and then the heavenly Man, it says, “such also the heavenly ones”, 1 Corinthians 15: 48? 

JM  “Such also the heavenly ones”. What God had in His mind from the very beginning was man, “Let us make man” (Genesis 1: 26), He said. We often think of what came in through Adam, and undoubtedly it was a great grief, but it has made room for another order of manhood altogether in which there can be no breakdown. In approaching the matter of the Lord’s sufferings in Luke 22 we do so in unshod feet. In the actual sufferings of Christ on the cross, there was a certain public display. The cross was a public matter, but we do get, especially in the psalms, some prophetic words as to the inward feelings of Christ, but what He faces here in Luke 22 as a holy, sinless Man, anticipating what it was to be made sin, is one of the most tremendous matters that you could ever think about. 

GDR  Would not this be included in the dying of Jesus? You think of the death of Jesus as very specific and limited, but the dying of Jesus really is something that we are to have part in now, “always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus”, 2 Corinthians 4: 10. Does that fit in with what you are saying? 

JM  I think “the dying of Jesus” is His life from the mount of transfiguration to the cross, is it not? Here it is His holy inward feelings, but, again as we said in chapter 4, Luke is not so drastic as Matthew and Mark. He brings it within our range to understand. 

IMS  Is this the Spirit of holiness in Romans 1, “marked out Son of God in power, according to the Spirit of holiness” (Romans 1: 4)? 

JM  Yes, the Spirit of holiness. That is very evident, is it not? Holiness shone through in its fulness and perfection in every breath. One has to be very careful about what one says but everything that marked Him at all times brought out His holiness. Here He is not only facing what the enemy would bring to bear upon His spirit knowing that He was a holy Man, as you say, “the Spirit of holiness” was there. The enemy would bring it to bear upon His spirit with the intent that He might be diverted from it, but there was no diversion. The holy soul of Jesus is exposed here, that is why I say you need to take the sandals off your feet when you think of this passage. 

AL  Could you please say something about the angel appearing from heaven strengthening Him? 

JM  I think that shows two things. It shows what we have been saying that Luke brings it within our range so that persons like ourselves can actually contemplate it; and I think the other thing it shows is the tremendous pressure of what He actually went through. Had you any thought yourself? 

AL  I appreciate what you have said. I also wondered if it could be referred to the unique glory between the Father and the Son and the perfection in His manhood. 

JM  Yes, we have to understand that. He went through this temptation in His full links with His Father. When you come to the actual cross He was forsaken. 

NJH  Was the conflict then that the Father’s will might be done? 

JM  Yes, maybe you can help us further. Mr. Darby said that the enemy sought to deflect the Lord from what was before Him, but when he was unsuccessful he sought to get the Lord to accept the cup from him, which, as you could understand, He would absolutely refuse. What He accepted was what came from God. You might be able to expand on that. 

NJH  No, it is such a holy scene that it is right to be careful. They are holy words that you are referring to. 

JM  Yes, and what I would say on this, dear brethren, especially for our younger brethren, never be very far away from the sufferings of Christ. There is nothing amongst us like that booklet by Mr. Darby on the sufferings of Christ that will keep us softened in our spirits and our affection towards Christ. Read it and seek the Spirit’s help to understand it, so that you understand what that blessed Man went through. 

WMcK  Elsewhere with regard to what you are saying the Lord says, “the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?”, John 18: 11. 

JM  Exactly, and you would have to say that He would not acknowledge Satan in any way whatsoever despite Satan’s pressure. I suppose Satan had certain power over death, did he?—but Christ would only accept it from the Father, blessed Man. 

NJH  He got the keys by going into death, did He not, He got the control of it? 

JM  That is right. He got the absolute control over it. So He is “firstborn from among the dead”, Colossians 1: 18. That is one of His glories, and He says later to John that He has “the keys of death and of hades”, Revelation 1: 18. He has them, and nobody can take them out of His hand. 

APD  Does the reference that He makes to “if thou wilt remove this cup from me” the absolute abhorrence that He had of being made sin? 

JM  That is why it is brought in, is it not? It is not that the Lord was shirking the matter. He would never shirk the matter. Our brother referred to “the Spirit of holiness”. It was right that the holiness of His person should really wring out of Him this cry of absolute abhorrence that He had of being made sin. 

Rem.  Mr. Darby used the word ‘recoiled’. 

JM  Yes, recoiled, that is right. You can see that. Do not let us get that mixed up, it is not that He shirked it at all. One other thing that I would say to the young 

people, as knowing what I thought myself, when I was younger. I used to listen to the brethren preaching on the sufferings of Christ, the forsaking, the abandonment and I used to think because He was God in His person, it would not have been so difficult for Him. He was going through this as Man. That must be emphasised, He was going through as Man, and not only as Man, but as a holy sin-hating Man. 

Ques.  Is that why it says, “his sweat became as great drops of blood”? 

JM  Dr. Roberts, whom I suppose many of the brethren will have known, told me once that it is not unknown for men in extreme pressure to sweat little drops of blood, but in the medical world it is unknown for anyone to sweat great drops of blood. The more you view the holy sufferings of Jesus the more you see the uniqueness and the blessedness of His humanity. That would appeal to our affections, especially those of our younger ones, but all of us. The enemy makes quite a bid through one thing or another, but you have something here that is well worth giving your time and your efforts to. 

WMcK  So it is said of the Lord, “who did no sin” (1 Peter 2: 22), which would affect us, and in Him sin was not, but deeper still, “Him who knew not sin”, 2 Corinthians 5: 21. I think it should stimulate our hearts that finally in our bodies of glory we shall have that kind of humanity fully, we shall not know sin. In the meantime, as to what you are saying, we need to seek the help of the Spirit of holiness so that our minds should be free from the working of sin at all. 

JM  Yes, and it is possible that it should be. These things are not impossibilities. It is possible that these things should be. Well I thought we should just look at these temptations. The hymn says, ‘Unmoved by Satan’s subtle wiles’ (Hymn 230). That is the way he works. He is a wily foe, and Mr. Darby says he is brilliantly clever, but there is power in the Spirit to overcome all those things. 

NJH  We should know not only what we are contending against but who we are contending against. 

JM  I think that is the important thing. As we said that hymn ‘Unmoved by Satan’s subtle wiles’. Mr. Stoney says that it is never the Satan that I can see that I fear, but it is the Satan that is working in a hidden way. 

LB  So “our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities”, Ephesians 6: 12. But we have the Spirit, as you mentioned, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world”, 1 John 4: 4. 

JM  Yes, it searches me, as no doubt it does you, as to whether we sufficiently know the Spirit, whether we give room and place to Him in our practical lives and in our minds. 

The reference that our brother has said, that we may be able to shut the whole of his activities out of our minds, is very important. 
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Scripture references

Jude 1:1-4 (JND) [1] Jude, bondman of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to the called ones beloved in God [the] Father and preserved in Jesus Christ: [2] Mercy to you, and peace, and love be multiplied. [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints. [4] For certain men have got in unnoticed, they who of old were marked out beforehand to this sentence, ungodly [persons], turning the grace of our God into dissoluteness, and denying our only Master and Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 4:1-15 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. [4] And Jesus answered unto him saying, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God. [5] And [the devil], leading him up into a high mountain, shewed him all the kingdoms of the habitable world in a moment of time. [6] And the devil said to him, I will give thee all this power, and their glory; for it is given up to me, and to whomsoever I will I give it. [7] If therefore *thou* wilt do homage before me, all [of it] shall be thine. [8] And Jesus answering him said, It is written, Thou shalt do homage to [the] Lord thy God, and him alone shalt thou serve. [9] And he led him to Jerusalem, and set him on the edge of the temple, and said to him, If thou be Son of God, cast thyself down hence; [10] for it is written, He shall give charge to his angels concerning thee to keep thee; [11] and on [their] hands shall they bear thee, lest in any wise thou strike thy foot against a stone. [12] And Jesus answering said to him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt [the] Lord thy God. …

Luke 22:39-45 (JND) [39] And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him. [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. [41] And he was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and having knelt down he prayed, [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done. [43] And an angel appeared to him from heaven strengthening him. [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth. [45] And rising up from his prayer, coming to the disciples, he found them sleeping from grief.

Acts 2:42 (JND) [42] And they persevered in the teaching and fellowship of the apostles, in breaking of bread and prayers.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

2 Corinthians 4:11 (JND) [11] for we who live are always delivered unto death on account of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh;

2 Corinthians 5:19 (JND) [19] how that God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, not reckoning to them their offences; and putting in us the word of that reconciliation.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

Luke 3:21 (JND) [21] And it came to pass, all the people having been baptised, and Jesus having been baptised and praying, that the heaven was opened,

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 22:40 (JND) [40] And when he was at the place he said to them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation.

3 John 1:3-4 (JND) [3] For I rejoiced exceedingly when [the] brethren came and bore testimony to thy [holding fast the] truth, even as *thou* walkest in truth. [4] I have no greater joy than these things that I hear of my children walking in the truth.

1 John 1:7 (JND) [7] But if we walk in the light as *he* is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.

John 8:25 (JND) [25] They said therefore to him, Who art thou? [And] Jesus said to them, Altogether that which I also say to you.

2 Corinthians 2:11 (JND) [11] that we might not have Satan get an advantage against us, for we are not ignorant of *his* thoughts.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

John 16:8 (JND) [8] And having come, he will bring demonstration to the world, of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

1 Corinthians 1:9 (JND) [9] God [is] faithful, by whom ye have been called into [the] fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Mark 1:12 (JND) [12] And immediately the Spirit drives him out into the wilderness.

Luke 4 (JND) [1] But Jesus, full of [the] Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered. [3] And the devil said to him, If thou be Son of God, speak to this stone, that it become bread. …

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

Luke 22:27 (JND) [27] For which [is] greater, he that is at table or he that serves? [Is] not he that is at table? But *I* am in the midst of you as the one that serves.

2 Corinthians 11:3 (JND) [3] But I fear lest by any means, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craft, [so] your thoughts should be corrupted from simplicity as to the Christ.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

1 Corinthians 15:48 (JND) [48] Such as he made of dust, such also those made of dust; and such as the heavenly [one], such also the heavenly [ones].

Genesis 1:26 (JND) [26] And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the heavens, and over the cattle, and over the whole earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth on the earth.

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

Luke 22 (JND) [1] Now the feast of unleavened bread, which [is] called the passover, drew nigh, [2] and the chief priests and the scribes sought how they might kill him; for they feared the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas, who was surnamed Iscariote, being of the number of the twelve. …

2 Corinthians 4:10 (JND) [10] always bearing about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our body;

Romans 1 (JND) [1] Paul, bondman of Jesus Christ, [a] called apostle, separated to God's glad tidings, [2] (which he had before promised by his prophets in holy writings,) [3] concerning his Son (come of David's seed according to flesh, …

Romans 1:4 (JND) [4] marked out Son of God in power, according to [the] Spirit of holiness, by resurrection of [the] dead) Jesus Christ our Lord;

John 18:11 (JND) [11] Jesus therefore said to Peter, Put the sword into the sheath; the cup which the Father has given me, shall I not drink it?

Colossians 1:18 (JND) [18] And *he* is the head of the body, the assembly; who is [the] beginning, firstborn from among the dead, that *he* might have the first place in all things:

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

1 Peter 2:22 (JND) [22] who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth;

2 Corinthians 5:21 (JND) [21] Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in him.

Ephesians 6:12 (JND) [12] because our struggle is not against blood and flesh, but against principalities, against authorities, against the universal lords of this darkness, against spiritual [power] of wickedness in the heavenlies.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.



UNITY IN ACCORD WITH THE MIND OF GOD

A. J. McSeveney 

2 Timothy 2: 19–22; 1 Corinthians 10: 15–17; John 17: 3; Romans 15: 6 

Reference was made earlier today to the wonderful prayer of the Lord Jesus in John 17. There are many things in that chapter that are very deep. One thing that has been on my heart is the desire of the Lord Jesus in verse 21 that “they may be all one, as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us”. That unity refers to the Father and Son being the only 

object of the saints and consequently the saints having only God’s thoughts. (J. N. Darby, Synopsis Vol. 3, pp.391, 392). I would like therefore to say a word concerning the need for unity among the saints that is in accord with the mind of God. Many may desire unity of a lower character. The Lord Jesus, however, truly desires unity among His people, but unity that is in accord with the mind of God. Well, I feel encouraged to turn to these scriptures because as the saints have to do with the cross and the Spirit they can be said to have the mind of Christ, and therefore will also desire unity that is in accord with the mind of God. 

I read firstly in 2 Timothy 2, because I believe we need to begin there in order to arrive at unity according to God’s thoughts. It is very blessed to read through the Acts of the Apostles and see the Pentecostal gifts and how all things were held in common. It is even more wonderful to see the activities of the apostle Paul in setting up local assemblies and appreciate the power that was seen in those days. I have to say, dear brethren, that we are not in those days now. Paul, before he went to be with Christ, mourned that all in Asia had turned away from him. He also mourned that someone who had been with him—Demas—had now left him “having loved this present age”. In other words, breakdown had come into the Christian profession. That breakdown has continued to the present time. Every Christian has part in it but it is sad to think that many are content with the breakdown of Christendom—

even in this country where there is so much to encourage with the many who know Christ as their Saviour, we can see the evidence of this all around. Every church, chapel and steeple is a witness to the breakdown. How our Lord must feel this. He desires unity but He sees denominationalism. Christians are content to gather in their own church building and perhaps join for united gospel testimony and then happily return to their own gathering and perpetuate the sin of denominationalism. That term simply means that persons build a system around a doctrine, and often a wrong 

doctrine, and describe themselves usually with a term of their own devising. Dear brethren, that is ecclesiastical sin. It is in complete opposition to the desire of the Lord Jesus for unity according to the mind of God. 

What am I to do in the midst of such breakdown? I have come to know the Lord Jesus. I appreciate all He has done for me. He has become the hidden Man of my heart. He governs my personal life. He governs my family life. What can I do in faithfulness to Him in the midst of such denominational breakdown? 2 Timothy 2 tells me what I must do. As appreciating the grace of the Lord and owning the supreme place that He has in my life, I name His name and depart from iniquity. I separate from denominationalism and pursue the blessed features seen in the life of Jesus—righteousness, faith, love and peace. It is not that I leave the great house but I pursue a separate pathway within the great house. The wonderful thing is that in doing so God does not leave me a unit but provides others who are similarly exercised and have in like manner sacrificed family links or business links in faithfulness to Him. Beloved brethren, that is the only way we arrive at unity according to the mind of God. 

Many of the brethren here will have read Mr. Darby’s pamphlets ‘Separation from Evil, God’s Principle of Unity’ and ‘Grace the Power of Unity and Gathering’ (J. N. Darby, Vol. 1, pp.352–377). Perhaps we are not so familiar with the background in which such pamphlets were written. At the same time as brethren were being gathered through grace and by separation from evil, another movement commenced called ‘The Evangelical Alliance’. Such persons wanted to remain within their systems and only join for gospel work. Mr. Darby did not take issue with these dear Christians’ desire for unity but the way they went about it (J. N. Darby, Vol. 4, pp.77, 78). The pamphlets we have mentioned set out the way Mr. Darby felt we arrive at unity. Dear brethren they still hold good today and 2 Timothy 2 is the way that we arrive at unity that is in accord with the mind of God and acceptable to Him. 

I turn to 1 Corinthians 10 because it shows how the unity we arrive at in 2 Timothy 2 is maintained practically. 1 Corinthians gives us light as to how we are to conduct ourselves in our local assemblies. We do not claim to be the assembly, but we seek to walk in the light of it and desire that assembly features may be seen. We express our fellowship together by partaking of the emblems at the Lord’s supper. That may not be a test to some of us, but we all will be tested during the week as to whether we are prepared to maintain unity that is in accord with the mind of God. In 1 Corinthians 10, temptations are mentioned. If we fail in these temptations we may be right ecclesiastically but we will be wrong morally and disrupt unity amongst the saints. However, the way the partaking of the emblems is mentioned in 1 Corinthians 10 is designed to help us resist temptation. It has been well said that chapter 10 is reflective (F. E. Raven, Letters, p.75). That is, when temptations arise during the week, we are to reflect on our partaking of the emblems and thus be maintained. The way the emblems are presented here indicates that primarily I am to reflect on the fact that the blood of Christ has been shed. It is a test as to how much the blood of Christ has really affected my heart. I may preach to others about it but what does it really mean to me? Do I reflect upon the love that underlay the shedding of His precious blood? Is that the pre-eminent thing in my mind and in my heart when faced with temptations? Or do I sin and lose my own way and disrupt unity that is amongst the saints. Dear brethren, one would speak feelingly—we must be preserved morally. We need to be in a right pathway ecclesiastically but we must be preserved morally. 

Reflecting upon our part in the Lord’s supper would help us in relation to our judgment of the world. As I think upon my partaking of the emblems I retain a judgment as to the world that crucified Christ. Prior to Mr. Darby’s death, he expressed his dread of worldliness (J. N. Darby, Letters Vol. 3, p.112). Beloved brethren, the 

way to be preserved from that is to keep soft in our hearts as to the death of Christ. We also ought to remember that we are associated with the dear saints with whom we partake of the emblems. The beloved saints ought to have the first place in our lives on this earth, transcending even our own families. No one needs to tell us to gather with our brethren. We treasure their company and remember that they have put their hands to the loaf. We all ought to be clear that we cannot limit what is represented in the loaf to those we have fellowship with. However, we also ought to accept that most believers are not available to us because of their associations. Yet, there are a few who are available and our desire as affected by what is represented in the loaf, ought to be to gather with the saints whenever they gather. That, dear brethren, is how I believe unity according to God’s thoughts is practically maintained. 

In John 17, verse 3, it would appear that the enjoyment of unity according to the mind of God is linked with the experience of eternal life. There have been a lot of tears shed over the truth of eternal life. Many will know that Mr. Raven was taken to be with Christ a good deal younger than Mr. Darby and Mr. Stoney. It is clear that Mr. Raven suffered an almost unparalleled amount of pressure from 1888 to his death in 1903. It is a question whether we fully appreciate the sacrifice undergone to bring out this wonderful truth. It is an even greater question whether we know anything experimentally as to the truth of eternal life. What then is eternal life? I take it that it simply involves the enjoyment of eternal relationships. It is blessed to realise that because if we walk according to 2 Timothy 2 we may be deprived of the enjoyment of natural relationships. It is wonderful to think that God would grant us the compensation of the enjoyment of eternal relationships. Eternal life does not relate to our family life or business life or anything of this flesh and blood condition. It is heavenly in character and on the other side of death altogether. It is there we can enjoy our part as the brethren of Christ and experience the love of the Father. Have we touched that ‘circle of affections all divine’? Have we reached in our experience to the other side of death or are we more happy being on this side? 

God’s desire is that man’s heart may be satisfied and for us that involves eternal life. The form this takes at the present time is in the knowledge of the only true God and Jesus Christ whom He has sent. That involves a sanctified company for the Father and the Son on the other side of death, if all were in that area, what wonderful unity would be enjoyed. Do we long to be there, or do we prefer, like Reuben, Gad and the half-tribe of Manasseh in Numbers 32, to live in our business and family circumstances. All this is testing because we may, like these tribes, be contending for something we are not in the enjoyment of ourselves. 

(C. A. Coates, Outline of Numbers, pp.373, 374). However, God has made every provision that we may enjoy eternal life. As we accept Jesus as Lord and appreciate God’s love towards us, we then understand that God has reconciled us through the death of His Son and has secured a sanctified company, and thus we can enjoy eternal life. If we all take that pathway in our moral history, we can all experience eternal life and thus enjoy unity that is according to the mind of God. 

It would be wrong to say that eternal life is equivalent to the service of God. However while they can be distinguished they cannot be separated. Eternal life is the platform on which the service of God proceeds. Eternal life while mainly objective also involves a quality of soul (J. Taylor, Vol. 100, p.216). In the presence of the Father, saints are conformed to the image of His Son. This leads to the way that we express unity according to the mind of God. In Romans 15, verse 6, we read “that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”. In other words, unity according to the mind of God is expressed in the service of God. It is wonderful that this should be mentioned in the epistle to the Romans. When we are first converted we find Romans very precious because it points to the way that we have been delivered. However, as we progress in our Christian life, we see that there is more to Romans than deliverance. There are things that are in Christ Jesus, there is the mystery, there is sonship and here in Romans 15 there is a remarkable reference to the service of God. While we are sons individually, in this verse, we merge together and with one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

What wonderful compensation that is for those who arrive at unity according to the mind of God through separation. 

It is a real thing to go to brethren you once walked with and to tell them, that although you love them, you must walk in separation. Nor do tears stop there. You will find that you shed tears in the testimony of our Lord. You weep tears in your own bedroom that only God knows about. The thing that confirms you that you are in the right pathway is your part in the service of God. That is where we see one another at their best and are able to express unity according to the mind of God. It is also from that elevated standpoint that we take up evangelical service. As an individual, having part in unity according to the mind of God in its highest form, I can evangelise and be like Paul whose desire was to present every man perfect in Christ. 

Well dear brethren, the emphasis is on each one of us as to whether we are looking for a lower kind of unity that God cannot accept or whether in our exercises, we have really before us unity that is according to the mind of God. May the Lord help us in these things, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Ormond Beach/Bunnell
17 December 2004 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:19-22 (JND) [19] Yet the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, [The] Lord knows those that are his; and, Let every one who names the name of [the] Lord withdraw from iniquity. [20] But in a great house there are not only gold and silver vessels, but also wooden and earthen; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. [21] If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, [in separating himself from them], he shall be a vessel to honour, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work. [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

1 Corinthians 10:15-17 (JND) [15] I speak as to intelligent [persons]: do *ye* judge what I say. [16] The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not [the] communion of the blood of the Christ? The bread which we break, is it not [the] communion of the body of the Christ? [17] Because we, [being] many, are one loaf, one body; for we all partake of that one loaf.

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

Romans 15:6 (JND) [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

John 17 (JND) [1] These things Jesus spoke, and lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son may glorify thee; [2] as thou hast given him authority over all flesh, that [as to] all that thou hast given to him, he should give them life eternal. [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …

John 17:3 (JND) [3] And this is the eternal life, that they should know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

Numbers 32 (JND) [1] And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had much cattle, a very great multitude; and they saw the land of Jaazer, and the land of Gilead, and behold, the place was a place for cattle. [2] And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and to the princes of the assembly, saying, [3] Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jaazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elaleh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, …

Romans 15:6 (JND) [6] that ye may with one accord, with one mouth, glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …



EXTRACTS

Now what is the character of the authority in Christ? I should like to refer to the case of Saul of Tarsus as an illustration. The Lord Jesus had died, had risen and had gone into heaven, and God had made Him both Lord and Christ. God had taken up the idea of authority in that Man and authority is invested in that Man in heaven. It waited for God to show what kind of authority was in that Man. There is a time coming when He will have a rod of iron and will rule the nations, but Christ did not rule Saul of Tarsus with a rod of iron, nor you, nor me. He said, “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?”, Acts 9: 4. Has the Lord ever spoken to your soul? If He speaks to your soul, it is to assert His authority in your soul. If so, you may become rebellious, but He overthrows your will. If ever the will of man was in activity, it was in Saul, but the Lord’s authority is greater than his will. He says, “Saul, Saul”—that is the rod of Christ! That is how He exercises His authority at the present moment. He speaks directly to your heart. He calls you by name! if the Lord spoke to you tonight by name would it not touch your heart? If He singled you out and called you by name, it would make an impression on your heart and establish His authority there. 

He extends His kingdom in this way. The ruling men of this world are always concerned about extending their kingdoms. Before the kingdom was limited to Israel, God intended that His kingdom should be correlative with the universe. The Lord would extend His kingdom in your heart and would assert His authority in your soul. In the word “Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?” there was the Lord extending the benign influence of His kingdom. I suppose none ever understood the kingdom better than Saul; he constantly preached the kingdom. For him to preach the kingdom was to announce a Man who loved him; so he says, We do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus Lord”; that involved the authority of Christ in the soul of man. What souls suffer from is the activity of their own wills. Let Christ speak to you, call you by name; He will undertake for you! The next thing therefore you find is that the Spirit of God was given to Saul. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 98, pp.60, 61) 

It is a great expression that—He “takes away the sin of the world”. I think the first part of the expression—“Behold the Lamb of God”—is sacrificial, but “takes away the sin of the world” is not so, as I understand it. Of course, had there been no sacrifice, the gravity of sin would not have been known, and on the other hand, if the sin of the world had been taken away without sacrifice, it would have looked as if God condoned the sin; but He takes away the sin of the world really by revealing God. If He brings God into the world, it must take away the sin of the world—the very fact of God coming in breaks the whole thing down. Sin all depends upon God not being there. The existence of sin depends upon that, but if God comes in, then sin cannot be there. That is true of ourselves individually—sin is really taken away by God being revealed to us. “For this purpose the Son of God was manifested”. The manifestation of God, the light of God, coming into the soul of a man, takes sin away practically. And so it is in that way that the light of God coming into the world takes away the sin of the world. But all this would not have been possible except for the sacrifice—hence the immense importance of the first part of the expression. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 5, p.21) 
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Scripture references

Acts 9:4 (JND) [4] and falling on the earth he heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why dost thou persecute me?
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