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THE WARP AND THE WOOF

N. T. Meek 

Leviticus 13: 47–59; Acts 18: 1–3; 9–11 

I thought we might see in these scriptures some suggestion of sovereignty and responsibility as connected with the warp and the woof. Leviticus 1 speaks regularly of the warp and the woof. I think nowadays the woof is generally called the weft. It relates to a piece of cloth, such as your coat, and if you look at it you will see that it has got some threads going one way and other threads going the other way. I say this simply—the elder brethren will pardon me, I trust—but a web of cloth is made up of these two kinds of threads, the warp and the woof, and we have been taught that a believer’s life is like a web of cloth. We are not to think just abstractly when we say this, but my life and your life is something like a web of cloth. It is well for us to think about it. I think it is James who says, “What is your life?”, James 4: 14. 

Well, it is like a web of cloth; that is one way of describing it. Perhaps the greatest possession you have is your life. There is something very special about it, something very unique about it, your life. I do not know if you understand that. You and your life are distinct in the whole of creation. 

I will speak to you as a believer, and there is the warp and the woof in your life. You might say to me, ‘What do they mean?’. Well, a good deal has been said about this scripture that is very helpful. I did not exactly want to repeat that, neither do I want to say anything novel, but I can see that in everybody’s life there is God’s ordering, there is what God Himself lays down. That is 

very much like the warp, the long threads, the strong threads which are laid down first. Then in the weaving process they are moved up and down alternately and the shuttle flies through them, through these long threads, it goes from side to side; that produces the weft, and that is something different. The warp is like certain things which enter into our lives sovereignly and which are not of our ordering. We just have to bow in relation to them. For example, the family you were born into was not of your ordering—you were born into a particular family and you had nothing to do with that. 

I expect you think about these things sometimes; I remember I did when I was a youngster. 

You wonder why you were born into that particular family and why you had the brothers and sisters that you had, and why, of all the people in the town, the family you were born into was one of the few that went along to the meeting. Did you ever wonder that? It is well to think about your life, dear friend. It is well for us to get into God’s presence and just quietly review why we are where we are and what it is all about. What is it all about? What is life all about? 

These are questions that people ask in the world; it was a common expression of one of my colleagues; he used to say regularly, ‘That’s what life is all about’, and he thought it was just to enjoy himself, but it is not. You can think of other things, too, that God has determined, such as the time in which you were born. The time we were born in, dear brethren, was also none of our doing. We might have been born in Mr. Darby’s day. How wonderful! I sometimes think how thrilling it must have been to have been born in his day, or Paul’s day. 

But that is not of our doing. 

Our time is now; that has been determined for 

us, and in a certain sense that is very wide in its application. It is so even with men generally. 

God reserves, and man cannot alter it; God reserves His right on the lives of all men. He even 

“determined ... the boundaries of their dwelling”. Paul says (Acts 17: 26), “that they may seek God”. God has determined certain things; when we were born and where we were born and the families we were born into—God has had His hand in it, and you and I cannot alter it. 

Then there are illnesses that we may have; that is another way, generally speaking, that God reserves of putting His hand on us. Sometimes persons have had an illness in youth that has subsequently determined their whole course of life. God comes into that. You must reckon with that, dear young ones. I speak not exactly to the older ones because they know it, they know more than I do. It is very difficult, I find, to speak to older brethren; one is conscious that they have lived longer and they have learned more than one has oneself, but with younger ones one feels more free. You must reckon that God has got His hand upon your life and He can determine things for you, and you cannot say Him nay. Even if you were a notability or famous, you could not say Him nay. You think about it; you weigh it; ask yourself whether that is not so. 

But then, there are the woof or weft threads, these are added to make up the web, and they may very well relate to what we weave in ourselves. So that along with the idea of God’s sovereignty the matter of my responsibility enters into the whole fabric of my life. I would like to ask as to this woof, as to what we weave in, what you and I weave into our lives. Just review this week, and ask whether anything worthwhile has gone in that is making up the fabric of your life. It is what you and I might do. You say, ‘Before I go out in the morning I pray’. Well, that is a fine thing; that 

is like weaving in a bit of the woof. You get down on your knees, and it is not only, beloved, what you pray for, but it is the very fact that you have prayed in your simple way. In a simple way you have got into God’s presence, and something gets woven into you by that very means. Do you read the Scriptures? That is another thing that enters into the woof. Alas, how much we may do that does not usefully enter into the cloth! How much time is wasted, how many activities are wasted! They never go into the piece of cloth. They are like broken threads. What sort of cloth is it that is made up of a lot of broken threads? I suppose that is the characteristic way of an unbeliever. It is a life with no purpose. The shuttle never reached the other side, it fell short, it was to no point, it was aimless. 

O, beloved, the times are too serious and life is too short to waste it. Life is too precious. You think of the life of Jesus. Was there ever a wasted day? There was never a wasted moment, beloved. There was never an act, never a thing that He did, never a day passed, but what there was something woven in. What a life it was! What a piece of cloth, speaking reverently, what a pattern! How beautiful that pattern was. In the cloth is the weaving of the pattern. We often speak about the dark threads, but there are bright threads too. Have you ever woven a blue thread into your life? We read of some persons who were here and they showed that they sought a better country, that is, a heavenly (see Hebrews 11: 16), they wove blue threads into their life. You say, ‘What does it mean?’ Oh, it means, I think, that as you feed on Jesus as He is, you become a little like the heavenly Man. At Philippi there were plenty of blue threads, speaking of the heavenly Man who had been down here on earth! How beautiful the piece of cloth was at Philippi, was it not? 

What is it like in Kirkcaldy and Malvern? Or, putting it more bluntly, more personally, what is it like with you and me? What is it, beloved? One thing about these meetings is that you become revived again, become re-enthused, if you like. You talk over the truth, you talk over the Scriptures, you talk over God’s will. His purposes and His counsels and His ways and His love and His affection and His thoughts and His consideration; you talk about these things and you are revived. That is one point about our gatherings, it is not only that you are taught, but you are revived, you are aware that you are in living touch again with a system that is real. What about Paul’s life? Oh, you say, he was special. Yes, he was in a way. God determined certain things in his life. He surely did. But I do not think it is wrong to say that God is looking to you, and there are certain things that He has done in relation to you which are all designed for your blessing. He is now looking on you and me to weave in the woof, to have days with an aim in them. 

We were speaking last night about the days of Enoch; what a lot was woven in during those days! You could not think of him walking with God and nothing being produced, could you? 

What a life it must have been! It is a pattern of the church, is it not? It is going to be taken to heaven before the judgment comes; it is too precious to leave here. That is how God values it, the church is too precious to Him to leave it here, and He is going to take it before the judgment comes. Noah is a type of the remnant. He goes through the judgment, but the church is going to be taken before it comes. God, as it were, is going to say, ‘I must take it, it is too precious’. How wonderful it is, is it not? And it is being worked out now in men and women; it is worked out in persons like you and me. 

I read about Aquila and Priscilla. In chapter 18 of Acts they are at Corinth. Paul finds them there, and it tells us why they were there. It was because God, using the Roman emperor as His agent, had ordered that the Jews should leave Rome. Now, this entered into the fabric of the life of this dear couple. They were not there at their own charges; they did not just decide that Corinth was a better place to live in than Rome; they were there by divine ordering. It is like the warp, God had laid down the warp for their lives; it was part of His ordering. When they are there what will they do? You see, beloved, what God does is part of the weaving but there is also what you and I do; how we spend our time; how we devote ourselves to His interests; what time we give, as we were saying, to reading and to prayer and to meditation; what time we give to testimony, too. I suppose we all feel very measured about this. If a brother or a sister is constantly thinking about another Man in another world, you can see how he will take on that kind of colour himself; he will become a heavenly kind of person. 

Well, Aquila and Priscilla are here at Corinth and it is in divine ordering; they are not quarrelling with it, but they encounter Paul, or rather Paul finds them, and it looks to me as if they may have been weavers; it does not say so specifically, but then it does not say they were not. I always think, beloved, that we have a certain amount of latitude in the Scriptures. 

It says they were tent-makers. Whether they wove the cloth or whether they bought it ready-made I do not know; I would not be surprised if they did weave it, because if you weave your own cloth you are sure of the quality, are you not? I would think they made worth-while tents. A lot has been said about this and how extraordinary it was that in a city like Corinth, with all its magnificent architecture, 

people could find a living making tents. Still they did, and it says, he “abode with them, and wrought”. Think of that; think of how they would sit with Paul. Doubtless God used Paul to stretch out the long threads at Corinth, certainly in his teaching of the disciples. 

Paul laid down the principles; that has been said in the good ministry—the warp is the principles and the woof is the practice. Paul laid down the principles. It says he laid the foundation, that is another way of putting it, then he said, ‘You see how you build; you see what you build in’, or, if you like, ‘You supply the warp’, using this other figure. You can understand how they sat at that loom, and how they talked. What company, how congenial it would have been; the brethren’s company is very congenial, and is intended to be. There would be no small talk at that loom. What did Paul speak about at Corinth? He spoke about Christ and His principles. Soon he was teaching not just these two, but he secured a company, there were much people in the city, and Paul laid down the principles, he laid down the warp. 

Then the responsibility comes to us, dear brethren, in the confines of Christian truth, to weave our own lives into them. I do not know if I make myself clear, but we have the great principles governing the truth of a Christian, how a Christian should be here for God, how he should be here for God’s service and honour and testimony. 

Well, how are we weaving? How is the cloth going? Is there any colour? It is a wonderful thing that every believer, I think, has a distinctive colour, “for star differs from star in glory”, 1 Corinthians 15: 41. There is that idea, that every believer has his own distinction. But let us be busy. I suppose that is really the burden of one’s word; let us be busy. Then in due course 

these two helped Apollos in his weaving. He only knew part of the pattern. He wove in the baptism of John, and very useful, very good it was too, but I suppose at Ephesus—because that is where they are next—they taught him some other colours and some more truth, and doubtless they wove very happily there together. 

I am aware, dear brethren, that this is perhaps a new application of this scripture. The scripture in Leviticus is, strictly speaking, about leprosy, self-will and sin, how it may enter into the cloth. Alas, I suppose in Christendom it has largely entered into the warp, into the principles. How confused they have got, how sadly they have been turned aside, and it has also entered into the practice. I would just like to say, if you will bear with me, a practical word about the warp and the woof, the principles and the practice. We say that we are here to please the Lord; but do we? Do we always? We acknowledge that He is rejected, the world rejected Him—we acknowledge that; but in my practice I might deny it. The world rejected my Saviour but I may go along with it in many ways, in many things. We have to watch how the world seeks to infiltrate—worldly practices and worldly dress and worldly principles and worldly language; they tend to affect us. We are in the world, but we must see that God’s principles and our practice are to correspond—You understand me? 

I just leave this with you. It may seem hard, but it is something that we had to learn in an earlier generation that it is part of the Christian’s lot to stand apart from the world that crucified his Saviour. You know in your heart that is right and yet you find it difficult. You may as well admit it, that naturally the world does attract you, it has got a gaudy show. Even worldly men will tell you, though, that it is empty. I think it was G. K. Chesterton who said he looked at the stage, how it was all set and was all a-glitter from the front, but when he went back-stage he saw the greasy ropes and the unreality and all the hollowness of the props and scenery. It looked so good from the front, but it was only made of cardboard. It takes you a little while to see that. In the world all is hollow; it is really. It is as hollow as can be. Well, do not let us try to weave in worldly habits into our lives either, or worldly practices. 

I confess that my theme is very simple. I have often wished I could give a profound address, but I do not think I can. But I would commend this to us as to what we weave into our lives—it is the woof, and you can make a piece of cloth that is distinctive, that will reflect the glory of Christ—and what an infinite privilege that is. May the Lord help us, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Kirkcaldy
22 June 1984




Scripture references

Leviticus 13:47-59 (JND) [47] And if a sore of leprosy is in a garment, in a woollen garment, or a linen garment, [48] either in the warp or in the woof of linen or of wool, or in a skin, or in anything made of skin, [49] and the sore is greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the skin, or in the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of skin, it is the sore of leprosy, and shall be shewn unto the priest. [50] And the priest shall look on the sore, and shall shut up [that which hath] the sore seven days. [51] And he shall see the sore on the seventh day: if the sore have spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, or in a skin, in any work that may be made of skin, the sore is a corroding leprosy: it is unclean. [52] And they shall burn the garment, or the warp or the woof, of wool or of linen, or anything of skin, wherein the sore is; for it is a corroding leprosy: it shall be burned with fire. [53] But if the priest look, and behold, the sore hath not spread in the garment, or in the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of skin, [54] then the priest shall command that they wash the thing wherein the sore is, and he shall shut it up seven days a second time. [55] And the priest shall look on the sore after the washing, and behold, if the sore have not changed its appearance, and the sore have not spread, it is unclean: thou shalt burn it with fire: it is a fretting sore on what is threadbare or where the nap is gone. [56] But if the priest look, and behold, the sore hath become pale after the washing of it, then he shall rend it from the garment, or from the skin, or from the warp, or from the woof. [57] And if it appear still in the garment, or in the warp, or in the woof, or in anything of skin, it is a [leprosy] breaking out: thou shalt burn with fire that wherein the sore is. [58] But the garment, or the warp, or the woof, or whatever thing of skin which thou hast washed, and the sore departeth from them, it shall be washed a second time, and it is clean. …

Acts 18:1-3 (JND) [1] And after these things, having left Athens, he came to Corinth; [2] and finding a certain Jew by name Aquila, of Pontus by race, just come from Italy, and Priscilla his wife, (because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome,) came to them, [3] and because they were of the same trade abode with them, and wrought. For they were tent-makers by trade.

Acts 9 (JND) [1] But Saul, still breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, came to the high priest [2] and asked of him letters to Damascus, to the synagogues, so that if he found any who were of the way, both men and women, he might bring [them] bound to Jerusalem. [3] But as he was journeying, it came to pass that he drew near to Damascus; and suddenly there shone round about him a light out of heaven, …

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

James 4:14 (JND) [14] ye who do not know what will be on the morrow, ([for] what [is] your life? It is even a vapour, appearing for a little while, and then disappearing,)

Acts 17:26 (JND) [26] and has made of one blood every nation of men to dwell upon the whole face of the earth, having determined ordained times and the boundaries of their dwelling,

Hebrews 11:16 (JND) [16] but now they seek a better, that is, a heavenly; wherefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God; for he has prepared for them a city.

1 Corinthians 15:41 (JND) [41] one [the] sun's glory, and another [the] moon's glory, and another [the] stars' glory; for star differs from star in glory.



THE DEATH OF A BROTHER





J. G. Chalmers 

Numbers 20: 28—(“and Aaron died there upon the top of the mountain”); Deuteronomy 10: 6 

These scriptures relate to the death of a brother, for Jehovah had said to Moses earlier in Exodus, “Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother?” We are here today in relation to the death of a brother and what impressed me to read these scriptures is the fact that not only does the Spirit record the death of Aaron but He also records where 

he died. The Spirit’s comment is, “and Aaron died there”. This shows that divine Persons take account of the death of the saints and also of where they die. 

The time had come for Aaron to die. Earlier in this section God says to Moses, “Aaron shall be gathered unto his peoples”. Faith rests on that. Faith does not wonder about what caused the death; faith rests on the fact that, in the will and ordering of God, our brother’s time had come. The way that God speaks about Aaron is most affecting and comforting. He does not say, ‘Aaron shall die’, but, “Aaron shall be gathered unto his peoples”. That is divine consideration and compassion for Moses for God knew that Moses would feel this break. Not only was Aaron his natural brother but they had been linked together for a long time in the testimony so God says, ‘He shall be gathered to his peoples’. How God can bring in a touch of compassion for those who need it! Our sister and her sons are feeling the reality of this wrench, the breaking of the tenderest tie of nature, and our God would bring His own touch of comfort in to all our souls at this time for He is the Father of compassions, the God of all encouragement. Our brother has died and he is with Christ, he is gathered to his peoples. The Lord Jesus has been gathering His saints one by one for almost two thousand years and most of the assembly is already with Christ. Our brother is now amongst those who are waiting their body of glory—he is gathered to his peoples. 

Then Aaron goes up the mount. Death holds no terror for the believer. He goes up to die; he is triumphant. We sang in the opening hymn that the Lord has taken the sting out of death for the believer. The Lord Jesus came down to die; He descended into the lower parts of the earth; He 

met death in all its power and vanquished it; He broke its power by rising from it. In the light of this the believer goes up to die. Then it says, “Aaron died there”, that is, at the top of the mount. Our brother, I believe, has died at the top of the mount. I have known him intimately for many years and we have had very close links together in the testimony. He enjoyed his links with God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. He enjoyed his links with the saints in the bonds of the truth. He enjoyed assembly life. He was at the top of the mount and he died there. What a comfort! 

In Deuteronomy it says that “Israel took their journey from Beeroth-Bene-Jaakan to Moserah; there Aaron died”. That is, he died at the point at which the testimony was at that time. There had been a good number of moves in the wilderness before this one, for every time the cloud moved, Israel moved, and these movements of the cloud involved, typically, the rights of Christ in the assembly. Our brother moved with each movement of the testimony and he was fully in the latest move, and we can thank God for that—he has died in the testimony, he has died in the Lord, and we are about to bury him there. There is great consolation in the burial of a saint who has died in the Lord. 

The next word is for our younger brethren. Many of us are getting on in years and we may not be left here much longer. This verse shows that there was no lapse in priestly service. 

Aaron died and was buried and Eleazar his son exercised the priesthood in his stead. The continuance and maintenance of things in the local assemblies depends upon our younger brethren, and we would, in all affection, encourage you to take up the things of God in priestly exercise and seek to 

maintain them, in the power of the Spirit, until the Lord comes. There will be movements right up to the last trump. When a well-known servant of the Lord was told of the death of Mr. Coates he paused a little then said simply, ‘Our path is on’. That is it, dear brethren. Our path is on. Let us go forward then, and I believe that at the close of the dispensation we shall enjoy something of this land of water-brooks that the next verse speaks of. The Lord takes persons, and we miss them, but the Holy Spirit remains and I believe that we shall enjoy in increasing measure what remains in the Spirit, especially in His refreshing and fructifying power, as the return of our Lord draws nigh. But my burden is that every one of us might finish our course on the top of the mount and fully in the testimony of our Lord, and that our younger brethren will continue to maintain things in a priestly way, in the power of the Spirit, for the pleasure and glory of God. May it be so. 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 20:28 (JND) [28] And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there upon the top of the mountain; and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain.

Deuteronomy 10:6 (JND) [6] (And the children of Israel took their journey from Beeroth-Bene-Jaakan to Moserah: there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and Eleazar his son exercised the priesthood in his stead.



COMPLETING OUR TESTIMONY

A. C. Craig 

Acts 7: 55, 56; 20: 22–24 

I thought, dear friends, to add a word as to the importance of completing our testimony, felt it right to add this word to what has been already said. That our brother has completed his testimony there is no question. Not just that he has died, but that he has completed his testimony. That is said of the two witnesses in Revelation, that they had completed their testimony. The Lord said about them they are “my two witnesses”, Revelation 11: 3. That our brother was the Lord’s witness there is no question, a current witness. And then 

we are told that they had completed their testimony, and we can say this of our brother too. 

After they had died and were raised up, they were told to “Come up here”. That has happened to our brother. He has been called up. He has completed his testimony and has been called up. 

He will soon be caught up with all the others who have gone. Those who have gone, and those of us who remain, are to be caught up, but in the meantime he has been called up. 

These witnesses, indeed all of the Lord’s witnesses, are pleasurable to Him. I thought, therefore, about Stephen and Paul. Stephen and Paul have a link, and the heavenly side of the truth links them together. I think two things are necessary in the completion of our testimony; first, a constant, living, active occupation with the Man in the glory. Stephen, fixing his eyes on heaven, saw the glory of God. I think it is necessary that we have this constant, living link with Christ above. Also there must be the link with the testimony of our Lord as down here. I cannot conceive it being predicated of anybody that they had completed their testimony if they did not have these two things, occupation with Christ above, and, too, a loyal, faithful link with the testimony of our Lord at the present time. I could not think that, as to a person who is not going on with the truth and the Lord’s current mind, it could be said of them that they were completing their testimony. They may be taken, the Lord could take them, because He has rights to them, they are His, “my two witnesses”. He has redemptive rights over His people, all belong to Him, and He will take every one. But when it comes to a matter of completing our testimony, I think the two great essentials are that we are occupied with Christ above and that we have a link with the testimony at the present time. I think that is most essential. 

I want to stress that, but, first of all, this matter of being occupied with Jesus in glory. What comfort that brings! I think that can easily be said about our brother, that he was occupied with the heavenly side and Christ above, fixing his eyes on heaven. I think we would all have to admit that we fail there, as to fixing our eyes on heaven. What a relief and comfort that brings and what a change that brings about! When it comes to the moment of Stephen dying, his occupation with Christ in glory affected that, for he died like his Master. Being occupied with Him would alter things right up to the moment of our quitting this scene. What a wonderful example, therefore, what a wonderful witness, Stephen is as being occupied with Christ above. I commend that to us this afternoon that, like Stephen, and like others, we might be occupied livingly, and constantly, with Jesus above. He saw the glory of God, and Jesus. That filled Stephen’s soul. May it fill ours! Then it comes out in testimony. This is what he sees, what he is occupied with. It alters, you might say, his whole course here—not for him long, but it alters his whole course. It affected the moment of his death and the way he died. 

Then he comes out in testimony. You see, he is the Lord’s witness. He witnessed to Christ above. What do you witness to? What do I witness to? Oh that we might be more constantly occupied with the Son of man above. How soul-filling it is, as I said, to alter our life here. Let us fix our eyes and let Him fill our hearts. It will fix us too in relation to the testimony here. I cannot conceive of anybody here whose eyes are fixed on Christ in glory, who is not fixed regarding the testimony here. I cannot conceive of anybody wandering about not knowing where to go, not knowing what to do, if their eyes are fixed on Christ above. 

As I said, there is a link between Stephen and Paul. Paul was present when Stephen died, and he speaks about Stephen later as “thy witness Stephen”. How that penetrated the soul of Saul of Tarsus I am sure, the way that Stephen witnessed to a Man above. Now our brother certainly did that. It is amazing the contacts he had, the contacts he made, the testimony that this place is now rendering concerning him. It is amazing. 

Well, now we come to Paul. He says, just before his decease, just about at the closure of his testimony, the completion of his testimony, “But I make no account of my life as dear to myself, so that I finish my course”. Think of that; finishing his course, finishing it with the element of completion. How are you going to finish? How am I going to finish? Am I going to finish my course as being faithfully, loyally, and in fidelity linked with the Lord’s testimony here? How are you going to finish? That is a real question. You had a link maybe at one time with the testimony. What is your link now? Is your link a vital one, a current one; are you actually linked with the testimony of our Lord? I believe that comes up in this section—“I finish my course and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God”. Think of His testimony. That is Paul, might we say, in it, Stephen sets on the beginning of the whole heavenly order and you come to Paul and you come to the climax. 

Beloved brethren, we are in the time of the climax of the heavenly testimony. Who would want to miss at the present time the opportunity of faithfulness, of being identified, avowedly and openly, with the testimony of our Lord? I doubt if you could definitely say your testimony will be completed unless you have that link with the testimony. 

The Lord may take you, take you home, but can it be said about you, what I can say here today, that our brother has completed his testimony? It could hardly be said about you or me unless we have a living link with the testimony. I have said these things to us that we might all measure ourselves today, and, as linked with the whole heavenly order, that we might in fidelity to Christ be faithful in the few moments that remain to us. It brings great comfort to us as we realise that our dear brother, who is now with the Lord, has completed his testimony here. 

Words at the burial of Mr. Oliver Mair, Cullen
31 January 1984 

 


Scripture references

Acts 7:55-56 (JND) [55] But being full of [the] Holy Spirit, having fixed his eyes on heaven, he saw [the] glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God, [56] and said, Lo, I behold the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.

Acts 20:22-24 (JND) [22] And now, behold, bound in my spirit *I* go to Jerusalem, not knowing what things shall happen to me in it; [23] only that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city, saying that bonds and tribulations await me. [24] But I make no account of [my] life [as] dear to myself, so that I finish my course, and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the glad tidings of the grace of God.

Revelation 11:3 (JND) [3] And I will give [power] to my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a thousand two hundred [and] sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.



LEARNING IN THE DIVINE SCHOOL

J. Taylor 

I want now to show you in the first passage I read (Matthew 14: 22–32) how Peter with the others was amenable to divine influence. If I am first, I am apt to assume that my will must rule, that my judgment must be right—and I have therefore to learn, with others, how to come under divine constraint. It says, “And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship”; He constrained them. Were they not constrainable they would have missed this experience. Now this, dear brethren, is an important lesson for every one of us in the school of God—the lesson of being constrainable; for after all you may just err a little, assuming that your standpoint is best. Even the great apostle Paul—what is striking about him in the book of Acts is that he was amenable to advice from his brethren. I do not go into the details; but if you look through 

the Acts you will see that whilst he would go to Jerusalem and suffer, he was nevertheless amenable to advice. (see Acts 17: 10, 14, 15; Acts 19: 30). Unless I learn to give up an unbending will, I shall disqualify myself, both for the assembly and for the kingdom. The Lord constrained or compelled His disciples to go into the ship. Peter might have objected and said, Lord, You are not going with us, and I do not wish to go just now; it does not seem advisable; but He constrained them. How shall we get on in assembly matters unless we cultivate the habit of accepting, of bending under sound advice, under heavenly influence? 

He constrained His disciples, and they entered that boat; it was a boat full of men whose wills had given way to Christ. 

What a fine picture that is morally! It is what the assembly is, a number of men and women who are brought into subjection to Christ, who have obeyed from the heart the form of teaching delivered them, who are amenable to divine restraint, to divine correction. That may work out through advice from one and another. We are to be subject one to another in the fear of Christ. I am not always right—it is quite possible I may err a little bit; why not think it over, and see the wisdom of divine compulsion? It is a remarkable picture, a number of men getting into a boat under divine compulsion. 

(Vol. 25, p.392) 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 14:22-32 (JND) [22] And immediately he compelled the disciples to go on board ship, and to go on before him to the other side, until he should have dismissed the crowds. [23] And having dismissed the crowds, he went up into the mountain apart to pray. And when even was come, he was alone there, [24] but the ship was already in the middle of the sea tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary. [25] But in the fourth watch of the night he went off to them, walking on the sea. [26] And the disciples, seeing him walking on the sea, were troubled, saying, It is an apparition. And they cried out through fear. [27] But Jesus immediately spoke to them, saying, Take courage; it is *I*: be not afraid. [28] And Peter answering him said, Lord, if it be *thou*, command me to come to thee upon the waters. [29] And he said, Come. And Peter, having descended from the ship, walked upon the waters to go to Jesus. [30] But seeing the wind strong he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, Lord, save me. [31] And immediately Jesus stretched out his hand and caught hold of him, and says to him, O thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt? [32] And when they had gone up into the ship, the wind fell.

Acts 17:10-15 (JND) [10] But the brethren immediately sent away, in the night, Paul and Silas to Berea; who, being arrived, went away into the synagogue of the Jews. [11] And these were more noble than those in Thessalonica, receiving the word with all readiness of mind, daily searching the scriptures if these things were so. [12] Therefore many from among them believed, and of Grecian women of the upper classes and men not a few. [13] But when the Jews from Thessalonica knew that the word of God was announced in Berea also by Paul, they came there also, stirring up the crowds. [14] And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as to the sea; but Silas and Timotheus abode there. [15] But they that conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens; and, having received a commandment to Silas and Timotheus, that they should come to him as quickly as possible, they departed.

Acts 19:30 (JND) [30] But Paul intending to go in to the people, the disciples suffered him not;



WITHIN THE VEIL, WITHOUT THE CAMP

F. G. Suckling 

Hebrews 6: 17–20; 13: 13–15 

I have been thinking of these two matters, beloved, firstly, “entering into that within the veil, where Jesus is entered”, and secondly what is said in the last chapter, “let us go forth to him without the camp”. One is the inside position, and the other is the outside place that we have to take, but they are both in relation to what is for God. 

In Hebrews 6 He has “become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec”. 

The Lord’s service Godward in relation to us is a perpetual service; it is according to the order of Melchisedec. In the Aaronic priesthood the priest was hindered from continuing by death, so a new priest was appointed, and it was an earthly order in that sense. The scripture makes it clear that the Lord Jesus was not an official priest when He was down here, as belonging to a different tribe from Levi. 

It speaks of “entering into that within the veil, where Jesus is”. It is a wonderful place and privilege that God has given us; and we have boldness for entering in because Jesus is there. 

He has gone in in virtue of the perfection of His own blood and that is the reason for our being able to go in. Christ has dedicated for us the new and living way through the veil and we can enter in. In the tabernacle system there was always that veil. The ark was inside the holy of holies, and just outside there was the lamp-stand. I only say those things to emphasize that the Lord Jesus Himself has gone in to the presence of God; He is there for ever as High Priest and is there for us—the only Priest we need and there in perpetuity. All we can offer to God is made good, we might say, by the Lord Jesus Himself. So it is only what is of Him that we can offer to God. 

Then there is the other matter, of going forth to Him. First the going in, then the going forth without the camp, as it says, “bearing his reproach—for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one”. We think of this in relation to our pathway here and it is to mean that things here have no place or attraction, but we go forth to Him. Then it goes on to say, 

“By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, the fruit of the lips confessing his name”. I think that would be confessing His name to God first. So as we go forth to Him we can by Him “offer the sacrifice of praise continually to God ... confessing his name”. We are to have God continually before us in whatever pathway, as outside the camp, we are called to. God is before us and that blessed Man is in His presence, and we are confessing His name—“the sacrifice of praise continually”. It is not prayer, it is praise, and the test is whether we get through to this matter of praise. I believe that is what would be intended in the going in, that there might be that praise. It speaks in Hebrews 10 of “the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh” (Hebrews 10: 20). 

It was just those two thoughts, beloved, firstly, entering into that within the veil where Jesus is, and, secondly, going forth to Him, to the Lord Jesus, and the sacrifice of praise continually to God, confessing His name. It is a test to speak of these things because of the small degree it marks one, but the desire is that they might occupy us more, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
4 October 1983




Scripture references

Hebrews 6:17-20 (JND) [17] Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath, [18] that by two unchangeable things, in which [it was] impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us, [19] which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil, [20] where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 13:13-15 (JND) [13] therefore let us go forth to him without the camp, bearing his reproach: [14] for we have not here an abiding city, but we seek the coming one. [15] By him therefore let us offer [the] sacrifice of praise continually to God, that is, [the] fruit of [the] lips confessing his name.

Hebrews 6 (JND) [1] Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on [to what belongs] to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, [2] of [the] doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of [the] dead, and of eternal judgment; [3] and this will we do if God permit. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Hebrews 10 (JND) [1] For the law, having a shadow of the coming good things, not the image itself of the things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually yearly, perfect those who approach. [2] Since, would they not indeed have ceased being offered, on account of the worshippers once purged having no longer any conscience of sins? [3] But in these [there is] a calling to mind of sins yearly. …

Hebrews 10:20 (JND) [20] the new and living way which he has dedicated for us through the veil, that is, his flesh,



“THY BROTHER”





P. W. Hickmott 

Deuteronomy 22: 1–4 

I was struck by this section when reading it recently and believe it has a bearing on what has engaged us already because this contemplates a person who is established in the land of Canaan. The instruction in Deuteronomy, as we know, was to the children of Israel just before they went over into the land, and it is instruction for them once they were settled there. 

That is what we have thought of, the question of whether we can really get in and experience what our heavenly portion is, what the inheritance is in Canaan typically. Are we persons that appreciate the passover and the deliverance of the Red Sea, and the many experiences in the wilderness, all in view of finally crossing the Jordan and settling, each for ourselves, yet with the saints, in the land of Canaan? All that is typical in its teaching, as we know, and has a bearing on us as to whether or not we actually are experiencing—not only know about but experience—our heavenly portion, and are dwelling there. It is our place. Every believer has an inheritance in the land. In the final day, the eternal day that our brother has referred to, every person, every saint, will have his own portion; no one can fill out another’s, but the possibility, in the earnest of the Spirit, as Ephesians would teach us, is that that portion can be understood and entered into by us even now. 

But then this section we have read is an additional instruction, and I believe it has a special bearing on us in these broken days. If, in any little sense, we have been brought back to value our heavenly inheritance, we are not to forget our brother whose ox or sheep has gone astray. 

Oh, how many there are, persons whose ox or sheep typically have gone astray. I noticed as I read it that it says several times that you are not to hide yourself from them. So I wondered if it is not intended by the Lord to enlarge our feelings and thoughts for our dear brethren. 

The first verse, it seems, refers to someone that you know. How many brethren do we know, with whom we may have spent much of our lives, whose ox or sheep, what they would have for God’s portion, the sacrifice of praise, has gone astray? Here the dweller in the land is enjoined not to hide himself but it says, “thou shalt in any case bring them back to thy brother”. Well, that would be an exercise how to do that, how to bring them back. So we would be thinking all the time in view of recovery and a brother having what is rightly his and using it towards God. 

Then it suggests, “And if thy brother be not near to thee, and thou know him not”. The fact is that the vast majority of those that are Christ’s are unknown to us, even in the places where we live. It says as to the ox or the sheep that has gone astray that if you find it “then thou shalt bring it unto thy house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou shalt restore it unto him”. You cannot help but be impressed with the tremendous privileges that we enjoy, the light of the truth that shines for us, that we have been brought back to ourselves. It 

says here that “it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it”. Think of a brother seeking after it! Would it not be wonderful if it became evident that what we were holding in our understanding and enjoyment of the thoughts and purpose of God, we were holding in relation to our brother? This contemplates even the brother we do not know seeking after it, and it says, “thou shalt restore it unto him”. And then it says, “And so shalt thou do with his ass”. Perhaps that would be his means of getting about the land and enjoying it. How many brethren there are that are not enjoying the scope of the land. It is as if they have lost the means of travelling around in the land and finding out all that there is to enjoy in the company of Christ’s own. 

Then it says, “and so shalt thou do with his clothing”. What would that mean? You just wonder at it. Think of finding someone’s clothing and you are holding that for him. How many brethren there are that are not rightly clothed, whose associations and links are wrong. 

They are not exactly naked but they are not really clothed with their own clothing. Think of the clothing, the heavenly clothing, that the faithful believer would be clothed with! Here is someone that has lost his; he is going round without his true clothing on. Well, can we hold it for him?—“and so shalt thou do with his clothing; and so shalt thou do with everything that is lost of thy brother, which he loseth, and thou findest—thou mayest not hide thyself”. I only just suggest this, beloved brethren, first that we feel concerned to reach more and more for ourselves into the experience of our heavenly blessings, but then to have regard for the situation as it is generally under Christ’s eye with regard to our brethren around us, the great number who have lost what belongs to them. May we be just a little more concerned, in any measure in 

which it may be open to us, to hold these things in relation to all the saints. “Thou shalt not see thy brother’s ass or his ox fall by the way, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case help him to lift them up”. I believe it would be very serious for any of us, in these days in which we enjoy great privileges and advantages, to insulate ourselves and hide ourselves from beloved brethren around us. The Lord would have us to be here in faithfulness to Him and to the truth and to hold things for them in the measure in which we can, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Christchurch, N.Z.
4 October 1983 

(Another word given on this occasion will be published later, if the Lord will).


Scripture references

Deuteronomy 22:1-4 (JND) [1] Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or his sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case bring them back unto thy brother. [2] And if thy brother be not near unto thee, and thou know him not, then thou shalt bring it unto thy house, and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou shalt restore it unto him. [3] And so shalt thou do with his ass; and so shalt thou do with his clothing; and so shalt thou do with everything that is lost of thy brother, which he loseth, and thou findest: thou mayest not hide thyself. [4] Thou shalt not see thy brother's ass or his ox fall by the way, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case [help] him to lift them up.



EXTRACT

Attention is called to the richness of glory that enters into the new covenant—that is, what God is as seen in Christ, surrendering Him, giving Him up in love. It is called “the ministry of the Spirit”, which implies that the Spirit has part in it, and the end of the chapter (2 

Corinthians 3) brings out that “the Lord is the Spirit”; that is, the two divine Persons who have taken a mediatorial place, are merged in order to make this wonderful thing effective in our hearts. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 43, p.18). 
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