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ABIDING IN CHRIST

D. B. Robertson 

Genesis 40: 9–11; John 15: 7–16 

I was thinking of these verses especially in relation to what the butler says, “a vine was before me”. While it is on my heart, beloved brethren, to go on to say a little about abiding in Christ, I thought it well to draw attention first to what we read in Genesis 40, because I think there is a beautiful type of Christ in it. Christ as the source of fruitfulness. I would like to encourage the brethren to keep Christ before them. It would be very much like what we had in Glasgow a few weeks ago, the Head of the body and how we can draw on and derive from Him. I think there is something very beautiful in this section in relation to what I have to say for it brings out the glory of Christ as the source of fruitfulness. We of course know the Lord Jesus as the source of many things. He is the source of grace for us as we sometimes sing, 

‘Lord Jesus, source of every grace’ (Hymn 114). He is also the source of life. There is no life according to God apart from Christ. 

It is a very precious thing to have Him before our souls. The cup-bearer says, “a vine was before me”. I would like to leave an impression of that with the brethren, that whatever pressures are being faced, and whatever difficulties in the testimony might lie ahead of us, keep Christ before you, the source of fruitfulness. The cup-bearer had this dream. I do not think it meant too much to him, but the dream was interpreted by Joseph and it led to his being set free. But there is a great deal more in it than that. It says, “and in the vine were three branches; and it was as though it budded—its blossoms shot forth, its clusters ripened into grapes”. I think the Spirit of God is really throwing back into this period, the light of the life of Christ. It is a wonderful thing to understand that, the light that shone as Christ came into manhood. In 

that manhood there was life according to God as it had never been seen before, and that shed its light, not only forward but also backwards and it is lighting up this type in a most beautiful way. Certainly I think there was something being worked out in Joseph that manifested features of the life of Christ. Think of that dark dungeon that he was in, one of the king’s prisoners, there without a cause, just like Jesus. It says of Him, “They hated me without a cause”, John 15: 25. What was manifested in Joseph was the Spirit of a suffering Christ. 

Then these features are brought out, “it budded: its blossoms shot forth, its clusters ripened into grapes”. These I think would indicate certain periods of the Lord’s life. Think of it budding, think of the Lord Jesus in Luke as a holy babe. I doubt very much if any others apart from God Himself saw the beauty of that bud. I do not think at that point Mary saw it, and Joseph did not see it, but God saw it. Think of the word in the psalm where the Lord prophetically says, “I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother’s belly”, Psalm 22: 10. Think of the wonder of that bud with all its inherent beauty. When we read Luke’s gospel, we find it says, “the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God”, Luke 1: 35. A baby born to Christian parents is positionally holy, not substantially holy, but here was a Babe that was substantially holy, and God saw that bud and cherished it. And here it is in this type, “it budded”. 

Then more than that, it blossomed. I think that is seen in the Lord’s life as a boy of twelve. 

The blossom was appearing, something was emerging. Mary says, “thy father and I have sought thee distressed”, but He says, “did ye not know that I ought to be occupied in my Father’s business?”, Luke 2: 48, 49. There is no question of ‘thy father’, it is ‘My Father’. 

One has so beautifully said, ‘sonship in conscious nature’ was seen there in its beauty in a lad of twelve years old. What that must have meant for the Father’s eye! That was the blossom, it was blossoming. In the temple there 

were the half open flowers, but here they are opening out. We may say reverently, how they opened out in Jesus, the bud, the blossom and then the cluster of grapes, the ripened grapes. 

It speaks in Luke’s gospel again about the Holy Spirit descending upon Him. We have been reminded that the Spirit was there in His entirety, but He was on Jesus only (J. Taylor, Vol. 

75, p.34). That could be said of no other man. That was like the ripened grapes. It was all for God. You may say, it had men in mind for blessing, but it says here, “Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup. Think of the Lord’s life being pressed out. It was not a question of the wine press, it was the action of the fingers. It brings out the glory of the personal action of the Lord Jesus Christ, especially we may say in the fulness of His manhood, the way He could think of God in every circumstance. One has pondered much recently the sufferings of the Lord at Gethsemane. In Mark’s gospel He is recorded as saying, “Abba, Father” (Mark 14: 36), how beautiful that is. That was the fingers pressing the grapes into the Fathers cup, we might say, no longer Pharaoh’s cup, but into the Father’s cup, if I could use that expression. Then of course there was the cross, and even at the time of His greatest sorrow He could say, “My God, my God”. Think of the way He was considering for God at that time, “why hast thou forsaken me?”, Mark 15: 34. “And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel”, Psalm 22: 3. 

Well, beloved brethren, may we have a sense in our souls of the glory of the manhood of Christ. How beautiful it is, a life that was poured out for the pleasure of God, and He said, 

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” no doubt the brethren have often wondered about it, but one man of God said, Never was He more perfect, never more acceptable to God, than on the cross (J. N. Darby, Collected Writings Vol. 34, p.379). A Man in perfection, and there was 

that even at such a moment that was precious to God. Well I feel I cannot say more than that, beloved brethren, but I would exhort the brethren, Keep the vine before you, keep Christ before you, feed on Him, adore Him, increase in your love for Him. May our devotion become more vital, and our consecration to Christ become more real, in these last and final days when things are going to become more and more testing. We feel the pressures of them. 

We feel what is happening around us, where the truth is being so badly eroded, where it is being overrun by false religions, we feel all that. We feel too sometimes as to matters that take place amongst us and misrepresentations of truth. These cause deep holy feelings in any right-minded Christian, but I say notwithstanding all that, keep Christ before you as the source of fruitfulness. 

Now I want to say a word about John 15. The first verses do not really apply to us, but rather to His disciples as on the earth, although we can take what is contained in them and the substance would remain; but the Lord is no longer the Vine, He said, “I am the true vine” 

(John 15: 1). He took the place of Israel here. God had planted Israel as the vine and the best it could produce was wild grapes (Isaiah 5: 4). That was the best that Israel could produce, but the Lord Jesus in manhood produced what God had ever desired. He was the true Vine and this word no doubt was for the apostles particularly, these first six verses. I think “If ye abide in me”, in verse 7, would involve for us, Christ where He is, no longer on earth. He is not the Vine to us but He is the Head of the body, which is His assembly, and this is a very testing word for all of us, “If ye abide in me”. It is a question of responsibility. I think what we have here is Christian experience, Christian responsibility. Mr Darby says a very simple thing, ‘Christian responsibility is the responsibility of being a Christian’ (JND Collected Writings Vol. 17, p.315). Here we are today a company of Christians, and we cannot escape the fact that Christian responsibility must be taken on. 

“If ye abide in me”, involves continuance. Of course the truth is that God has put us in Christ and that cannot be reversed, thank God for that. It says, “Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, is God” (2 Corinthians 1: 21), that is that God has put us in Christ. As I say, that cannot be reversed. It is a very fine thing to be in Christ. It is the contrast of being in Adam, the man that led the whole race into failure. Being “in Christ”, we sometimes say is our status as being believers and that is true, but there is more than that in it. 

The word says, “if any one be in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5: 17), it is more than status, it is substantiality. Every one whom God has put in Christ is an integral part of new creation. Think of the glory of that. I say that to encourage you because now the test comes if we are going to abide in it, “If ye abide in me”, that is our side; God’s side is that He has acted in grace and He has put us in Christ, our test is to abide in Christ. 

If a believer is walking badly, the truth is that he remains in Christ, but he would not be abiding in Christ. I am sure each of us has proved that in our responsible history. So it says, 

“If ye abide in me”, that is, it is our responsibility, something like Jude where he says, “keep yourselves in the love of God” (Jude 21); you might say God will keep you, but you have to keep yourself in the love of God. That is, it becomes our responsibility, and no doubt we would seek the help of the Spirit to fulfil that responsibility, to “keep yourselves in the love of God”, and that is like this here, “If ye abide in me”, that is continuance. It is not what you know, it is not the best doctrine that you can quote, the proof of reality is that you continue, that is, that you abide in Christ. 

Then He says, “and my words abide in you”. This is one of the advantages of abiding in Christ. I think we become persons who are kept in living communication coming from Himself, He says, “my words abide in you”. Then He says, “ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you”. I 

do not think that is just praying for things in general, but I think the prayer here would be because you see the advantage of abiding in Him. You see that it involves the continuation of the life of Christ in persons and you pray that that might continue. May that be the character of prayer amongst us, beloved brethren, that we might be spiritually desirous that the life of Christ might be seen in expression amongst us, and amongst Christians generally. Then He says, “In this is my Father glorified”. This brings you in measure into correspondence with Christ Himself where He says, “I have glorified thee on the earth”, John 17: 4. That is what He did, He did it perfectly. As we are on this line the Father is glorified, it says, “that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine”. That is the idea that we bear much fruit; not sparse fruit, but much fruit, “and ye shall become disciples of mine”. We become followers of the Teacher. 

Is Christ your teacher, beloved brother and sister? Are you in living communication with Christ, are you abiding in Him, are you drawing impressions from Him? Is your soul being educated by a living touch from Christ? How precious that is! Then He says, “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love”. How exalted. That is not a mere sentimental matter, that is real, substantial “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you—abide in my love”. That would be in your secret moments when you have the opportunity. What do you do in your secret moments? Beloved brother and sister, have you ever had a real experience of abiding in the love of Christ? Precious experience! I would recommend it. Then He says, “ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love”. Think of Christ abiding in the Father’s love, “The only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father” (John 1: 18), that was His characteristic place in manhood as become Man He took up that place. It was His characteristic place in manhood and it still is. He is there abiding in the Father’s love. Oh that we might learn what it 

is, beloved brethren, to abide in the love of divine Persons. I think it is Christianity in its essence. We might be content with the fact that we have been blessed and our sins have been forgiven, but oh the importance of touching Christianity in its essence, that is “abide in my love”. 

Again He says, “I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you”. What that would be. That is that there is that inward knowledge in us of the depth of Christ’s joy in His relationship with the Father, that I think is His joy, “and your joy be full”. I sometimes think, for myself at any rate, that often we are content with self-complacency, but self-complacency is not joy. Joy is a deep matter, it requires the power of the Holy Spirit, as the word says, “the kingdom of God is ... righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”, Romans 14: 17. 

Joy is a deep matter, it requires the power of the Holy Spirit to experience true and real joy. 

Then He says, “This is my commandment”, that is abiding in Christ you learn what pleases Him, that is the thought of His commandment. It is the order of things that would please Christ. You begin to arrange all your circumstances around it; it is not that Christianity is just like an appendage in your life, it is your life. Paul says, “for me to live is Christ”, Philippians 1: 21. It has been said that that was Paul’s commandment. He was living Christ, “for me to live is Christ and to die gain”. 

“No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you”. You see where this line leads, dear brethren; as abiding in Christ you are drawn into the value of divine communications His word coming to you; you are being held in the sphere where divine love is known; and I think in that way we come to a point where Christ can confide in us. To such He can disclose the secrets of His mind. Have you ever had a secret of His mind disclosed to you? Exercises arise and sometimes we seek to measure these exercises by ordinary means. The great thing is to 

seek the secret of His mind and that is available to those who are His friends. I am saying that in a calculated way for we have exercises, and surely we would earnestly desire to be governed by the secret of the mind of Christ. 

“I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends”. It says of Abraham, “shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?”, Genesis 18: 17. Abraham was a friend of God, and the Lord values friendship, it is not ordinary friendship. This is a deep matter and it flows out from abiding in Christ, and knowing the power of divine communications that you are brought into. He wants to have confidence in you and that is the thought of “my friends”. Then He says, “for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you”. This is what Christ received directly from the Father that He gives to you. That to me is a very precious thing. It says, “all things which I have heard”, that is heard directly, “of my Father I have made known to you”. I think these are the things that belong directly to the inner circle of Christianity. How much do we know about it, beloved brethren, the inner circle of Christianity? 

Then it goes on, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and that ye should bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide”. I think you come to the testimony there, “ye should go”, that is that the Lord has perfect liberty, perfect confidence and gives you liberty to go and bear testimony, it is part of the fruit bearing that is in mind in abiding in Christ. It says, “that ye should bear fruit, and that your fruit should abide, that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name he may give you. These things I command you, that ye love one another”. 

I finish with that. “These things I command you, that ye love one another”, that is the Christian circle. Mr Stoney used that word quite often in his ministry; it is one I value, 

there is a Christian circle. It is not marked by the sophistications of this world, it is not marked by the principles of this world, nor by its politics or religions, it is marked by the commandment of Christ. The simple commandment of His, I leave this with the brethren, is that you should love one another. How precious that is, it is the Christian circle! These are all fruits of abiding in Christ, and I trust it becomes attractive to us that we might set ourselves responsibly and seek the Spirit’s help to abide in Christ. May it be so, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Grangemouth
16 May 2009 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 40:9-11 (JND) [9] Then the chief of the cup-bearers told his dream to Joseph, and said to him, In my dream, behold, a vine was before me; [10] and in the vine were three branches; and it was as though it budded: its blossoms shot forth, its clusters ripened into grapes. [11] And Pharaoh's cup was in my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup, and gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand.

John 15:7-16 (JND) [7] If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall come to pass to you. [8] In this is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, and ye shall become disciples of mine. [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends. [14] Ye are my friends if ye practise whatever I command you. [15] I call you no longer bondmen, for the bondman does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things which I have heard of my Father I have made known to you. [16] Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have set you that ye should go and [that] ye should bear fruit, and [that] your fruit should abide, that whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name he may give you.

Genesis 40 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, [that] the cup-bearer of the king of Egypt and the baker offended their lord the king of Egypt. [2] And Pharaoh was wroth with his two chamberlains with the chief of the cup-bearers and with the chief of the bakers; [3] and he put them in custody into the house of the captain of the life-guard, into the tower-house, into the place where Joseph was imprisoned. …

John 15:25 (JND) [25] But that the word written in their law might be fulfilled, They hated me without a cause.

Psalms 22:10 (JND) [10] I was cast upon thee from the womb; thou art my God from my mother's belly.

Luke 1:35 (JND) [35] And the angel answering said to her, [The] Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and power of [the] Highest overshadow thee, wherefore the holy thing also which shall be born shall be called Son of God.

Luke 2:48-49 (JND) [48] And when they saw him they were amazed: and his mother said to him, Child, why hast thou dealt thus with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee distressed. [49] And he said to them, Why [is it] that ye have sought me? did ye not know that I ought to be [occupied] in my Father's business?

Mark 14:36 (JND) [36] And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible to thee: take away this cup from me; but not what *I* will, but what *thou* [wilt].

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Psalms 22:3 (JND) [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

John 15:1 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman.

Isaiah 5:4 (JND) [4] What was there yet to do to my vineyard that I have not done in it? Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes?

2 Corinthians 1:21 (JND) [21] Now he that establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, [is] God,

2 Corinthians 5:17 (JND) [17] So if any one [be] in Christ, [there is] a new creation; the old things have passed away; behold all things have become new:

Jude 1:21 (JND) [21] keep yourselves in the love of God, awaiting the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

John 17:4 (JND) [4] I have glorified *thee* on the earth, I have completed the work which thou gavest me that I should do it;

John 1:18 (JND) [18] No one has seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, *he* hath declared [him].

Romans 14:17 (JND) [17] for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in [the] Holy Spirit.

Philippians 1:21 (JND) [21] For for me to live [is] Christ, and to die gain;

Genesis 18:17 (JND) [17] And Jehovah said, Shall I hide from Abraham what I am doing?



THE BELIEVER’S FUTURE

C. K. Robinson 

Luke 12: 40; 1 Thessalonians 4: 15–18; 2 Corinthians 5: 10; 2 Timothy 4: 8; Revelation 21: 1–5 (to “new”) 

I would like to speak to you about the believer’s future. One of the things I find when talking to men generally, men and women, is they do not like to talk much about the future because really they do not know what lies before them. Not so the believer. The believer ought to be intelligent as to his or her future; and I would like to speak about a few aspects of this. 

Bearing in mind that in a little while, and we do not know how soon it is, every believer—the dead in Christ shall rise first and we the living who remain—shall be caught up together, and the dispensation in which we have part through divine grace, will be completed. As the full eternal result of the glorious majestic work of Christ on Calvary, including the shedding of His precious blood, He will take every redeemed saint to glory. There are a lot of young people here tonight, and I want to go over one or two things as to your future. I trust every one is sure that their past is 

dealt with in the finished work of Christ, and their future is secure in a risen and glorious Man in heaven. I do not know if you have ever thought of it, but a believer should be really exercised to be intelligent, and to have a real buoyancy as a result of the service of the Holy Spirit into what lies before you. 

Now I want to speak about the rapture, the judgment-seat of Christ, the appearing of Christ and the eternal day. Let exercise be stimulated with every one here to ask, to enquire, to read the Scriptures, to pray, to look into the ministry, to look into these great truths. It has been made clear that the more we appreciate what is ahead for the believer the more it will affect our life here because our future is not in the world in which we are. You really have no future, nor can you expect any future as a believer in the world down here. You fulfil your part in it righteously, and under the care of a heavenly Father, desiring that in your circumstances you will be preserved, your health preserved, that mercy will be proved governmentally in your journeys around, and you will be saved in every way. We live in a time, I say soberly, of some real eternal matters. In the newspaper today, another two teenagers have committed suicide. We had a message passed to us today of another person that we know who has also committed suicide. Life is in Christ. Your future is secured in Him. What is making all this happen is a broken society, and a dangerous society in every sense. There are powers working that can completely overtake people to the point that they are prepared to take their own life. What a sad matter. I do not want to dwell on that but I want to bring in a touch of reality into what we are saying. 

Now, before we speak about the future, I trust every one has had their past dealt with. If you are not a believer, I hope every one here would become a believer in the Lord Jesus, and His precious work, and the value of His precious blood. God can give you faith to believe in the Lord Jesus 

and on that precious work. Then you will be able to realise, as the hymn-writer did, 

‘My sins—O the bliss of this glorious thought— 

My sins—not in part, but the whole— 

Were borne on the cross, and are gone evermore. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!’ (Hymn 238) If you are a believer, mercy has reached you from God when you did not deserve it. You have come to realise a God who is rich in mercy, and has the ability to meet every moral condition and state of every person in every country. God is continuing to grant souls repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth, that Christ Jesus came into the world to reveal the blessed God, and to secure every divine purpose and promise. God came here in Jesus, and the Lord Jesus in manhood glorified God on the earth, and completed the work that He was given to do. Men humiliated him but He humbled Himself even unto death and that the death of the cross (Philippians 2: 8). The work is complete, His sufferings are over, Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures, and was buried, and was raised again, according to the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15: 3). These truths are the basic foundation for every believer to hold on to, and have as a gift of God that will sustain them and keep them through every test of life. Not only that, but following Christ being glorified, God has given believers the blessing of the Holy Spirit, so they have a power on earth that links them with what is in heaven and their Lord and Saviour there. It is a wonderful matter that there is a living Man in glory who is the Head of everything. God has a realm and we are on the threshold of being taken there in actuality. How wonderful! I trust if you are feeling down these truths can lift you up. I trust if you are feeling anxious they can stir you up a little. Let us understand our future. 

I did not read about the great white throne because I hope no one in this room will ever be there. I remember a brother saying to me, when I was a young man, after the 

preaching, he said, Remember there are two great sessions to come, the judgment-seat and the great white throne, and you will only be at one of them. Nobody will be at both. The judgment-seat of Christ is where believers will stand, not in any sense of what is penal; but the great white throne is where the unbeliever will stand, there to be condemned to a lake of fire. 

The first great event as we have read of in 1 Thessalonians 4, is the rapture. The rapture means ‘caught away’. God has fixed that day. I cannot tell you when it is, but God has fixed that day. The significance of the day is that the most glorious dispensation that there has been in the ways of God will come to a close. God will have accomplished through the revelation of Himself in Father, Son and Holy Spirit what He ever set out to achieve, because God will be hindered in no thought of His (see Job 42: 2). Dear friend, if you are a believer, God has sovereignly marked you out to have part in this dispensation; you are not secured for a place in this world, but you are secured for a place in that world. And in the time you are here God desires that you are in the testimony rightly, because God is developing features in you now that He will display in a coming day. What a matter the rapture is going to be. Have you ever contemplated it? What God will do in divine power, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye as another scripture says, when the Lord Jesus Himself comes. 

Paul says, “we say to you in the word of the Lord, that we, the living, who remain until the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”. What a comfort that is! What a comfort for any recently bereaved. The dead in Christ are the trophy of God’s work; their status is secured; august company from Abel down described as the dead in Christ. Think of the scope and period that it covers; and the millions of souls that will be included. God has operated in every one of those categorised as the dead in Christ, with each one being a trophy to the finished work 

of Jesus. The dead in Christ shall rise first. I was in a cemetery recently, and you cannot but be affected. A cemetery is a very silent place but yet it speaks volumes. Somebody was saying they buried a relative there, a person of a good age, a believer; and next to that is a stone of someone in their mid-thirties killed tragically in a car accident. One after another is affected by the reality of death. Life is but a vapour. I desire to stress home to you that it is a privilege to be a believer, and what a privilege it is to know that you have a future. Mr. Darby said that the only future for the Christian is glory. Is that your language and outlook? The future for you is not to be wealthy down here. Disappointments, you will get plenty of them, but God is about to usher you into the realm where Jesus is, and the Lord Jesus Himself is going to come into the air—a marvellous matter! The Lord Jesus Himself—not sending an angel, but with archangel’s voice and trump of God. 

What an evidence of divine power the rapture will be! We are sitting here now, but then in an instant we will be in glory never to return. It will be a secret matter. Men will not know it has happened. Were it to happen, we may say, tonight, there would be some class rolls that would not have certain names on them on Monday as they would not be there. People in their office will say, So-and-so is not in. They may try to contact their house, but they are not there, and on it will go. Think what God will do. God has His plan in the fulness and blessing of it, and the rapture takes us to glory. Believers will be taken off the earth, taken away from it, never to see the problems of it, or be concerned about it again. We ought, as believers, to live our lives in the expectation that we are going. The Lord said to His own, “be ye ready”, Luke 12: 40. Are you ready to go? Do you want to go to glory? God is preparing us, making us fit for glory. Wonderful matter to contemplate that there will be a time when it will actually happen, when faith will give place to actuality. 

Now I want you to think not just what it means for you, but what it means for the Lord Jesus. 

Think what the rapture will mean for Him. Ephesians says that the Lord Himself will present the assembly to Himself glorious (Ephesians 5: 27). Think of the Lord Jesus coming into the air, coming near, and the dead in Christ rise first, then we the living who remain. There is that moment in time when all of the assembly will be together for the first time and the Lord presents the assembly to Himself as it is, caught up into glory. We have often been reminded the rapture is not a rescue operation as a result of failure, but a glorious culmination to a dispensation characterised by the Lord in heaven and the Spirit here. Not a single saint will be left behind. I want to stir us all up, the younger ones and all present to begin to get an increased interest in their future. 

God has planned the future for you. He had planned the future for you before you were ever here. Mr Raven made a remark I was reading this week, that your title to heaven is in divine purpose, and the glorious accomplishment of you being there is in the blood of Jesus. Your title for heaven is because God has chosen you. God had you in mind for blessing before you were ever here. You say, I was just born into my family. No, there is more to it than that. God looks on down the generations. Your surname may be what it is but God perhaps has blessed your family, blessed all of that environment in which you are; or perhaps in His sovereignty you might not have been brought up in a family which has historically known the Lord Jesus. 

All these matters are the triumph of God’s grace, and of God’s sovereignty that He has selected you and chosen you for glory. 

Then “we, the living who remain”; now you put this scripture alongside Romans 8 where it tells us that “he that has raised up Christ from among the dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you” (Romans 8: 11), and so at the point of translation on the earth the 

Holy Spirit gives active power, we may say, for resurrection and glorification for those who are living. What a service of a divine Person. Scripture is so full of that, so as you think it gives you another view of appreciation of the service of the Holy Spirit. You say, I know the Holy Spirit—that is good. I find the Holy Spirit helping me in prayer—that is fine. I find the Holy Spirit helping me in confessing the Lord Jesus that is fine. I prove the Holy Spirit’s service in overcoming the flesh within me—that is fine. Think of the Holy Spirit, were the rapture to happen now and you are alive, of quickening you in relation to going to glory. 

Then of course when we are taken into glory in an instant, we shall see the Lord Jesus face to face, but prior to seeing Him we will be made like Him. John brings that out beautifully, “we shall see him as he is”, 1 John 3: 2. What a moment! The Saviour that we have loved, the Saviour that we have longed to see, the Saviour that we will be with eternally, a blessed glorified Man, we are going to be like Him. If you really believe that, the effect of it will be that you will purify yourself, “even as he is pure”, 1 John 3: 3. ‘Like Jesus! Grace supreme!’ 

(Hymn 72). Beautiful contemplation that you will be made like Him. Not then male and female, we will be in a condition which is spiritual and in a condition in which we will be truly in Christ; how blessed and glorious, when the assembly is raptured. Millions of souls, the hymn says, 

‘Myriads, myriads, raised and living, 

Blessed adoration giving ... 

Brings to God a glorious spoil, 

Hosts unnumbered for Thy toil!’ (Hymn 380) 

Now, after that comes the judgment-seat. You say, What are you talking about? As taken to glory there will be a period, a very short period as I would understand it. There is what goes on in heaven and there is what goes on on earth. Following the rapture, the Spirit, He that restrains, will have gone from this world, and that which restrains will have gone. What a world it will be! Immorality increasing, every restraint lifted, no prayer of any believing person going up 

because the persons are in glory. Then the whole matter of Jacob’s trouble begins to open up, with this on the earth and experience of the Jew, and all that great period when there will be real trial and tribulation on the earth. But for us it appears a necessary matter in God’s love and in God’s provision that each one would appear before the judgment-seat of Christ. There will be, as I understand it, two aspects to it. One is it is personal, you will stand and I will stand. I have no fear of being there because the judgment-seat is not penal, there is no element of retribution or anything of that nature. As the hymn says, 

‘Before Christ’s judgment seat to stand, 

With Him look back on all the way; 

To learn the meaning, at His hand, 

Of every deed in every day!’ (Hymn 299) 

Or as another has put it, 

‘Not ‘til the loom is silent 

And shuttles cease to fly 

Will God unroll the canvas 

And explain the reasons why— 

The dark threads are as needful, 

In the Weaver’s skilful hands 

As the threads of gold and silver 

In the pattern He has planned’. 

How wonderful that is, that all the unanswered questions, and all the matters in our lives will come before us as there before the judgment-seat. I would commend to younger ones if you are interested in the truth, Mr Darby has a very fine article at the end of Volume 10 of the Collected Writings, where some of this truth is brought out in the last article. He brings out beautifully that when we stand before the judgment-seat, we will be in a body of glory and will be in the same condition as the Judge. Is that not fine to contemplate? And then Mr Darby also adds another point, that no believer will go into eternity with any concern as to a previous act or incident; everything will be finely adjusted. You see we are being prepared for the appearing, we are 

being prepared for a divine administration. At the rapture, we will be taken to glory. The judgment-seat is to learn the meaning at His hand of every deed in every day. 

We are speaking about God’s operations, and God desires to prepare everything in relation to the appearing as introducing the millennium in which Christ will reign and administer everything for God’s glory. What will be going on on the earth you can read from Revelation 6 onwards when the seven seals are opened, and later on you have the seven cups that relate to the fury of God. God will judge and deal with the whole matter on the earth, but out of that, even on the earth, let us not forget families will be secured. A family will be secured in Revelation 7 out of the great tribulation. There will be a great tribulation on the earth, we will not be part of it, but it will be going on, and God will work with His earthly people, and out of that will come those who are washed white in the blood of the Lamb. It says, “who are they, and whence came they?”, Revelation 7: 13. And God says that they will have been secured out of the great tribulation. What matters have yet to be upon the earth and from this God will secure fruit with other families formed out of that period. There will be heavenly families secured, as we would understand, and there will be earthly families secured all in this period. Supremely, of course, the assembly is the first of all the families, and you and I are part of that through divine purpose and through grace and divine operations. 

But then we come to, and it is interesting, that in 2 Timothy 4 in broken days, that is the day in which our lot is cast. Paul is anticipating and looking on, we may say, that there should be a desire with the believer to love the Lord’s appearing. Do we ever think about His appearing? Do we realise we are going to be part of it? I remember when I was younger learning from impressions of what the fathers taught us. One of the aspects in the study of Scripture I was told, is to understand the prepositions and to look at them very 

carefully. The Lord is coming for us at the rapture. The Lord is coming with us at the appearing. We are taken out of this scene into glory at the rapture; we are given glorified bodies like unto His own body of glory and when the time is ripe, not a long period after the rapture, but other things will be happening, as I have said. Then there comes the great and glorious matter of the marriage of the Lamb in Revelation 19, and all that being the appearing when the Lord Jesus comes out to reign. And where is He going to reign? He is going to reign over the earth. How wonderful. 

I read a remark of Mr Raven’s where he said that the world to come means the habitable earth to come (see Vol. 14, p.175). We will see in that whole period of the appearing and what is referred to as the millennium—a thousand years of the Lord’s reign, God will have Christ operating administratively, using the assembly, to reign over the earth. We will see communion really for the first time between the heaven and the earth, as the Lord’s administration comes through the assembly out to the nations, and the Lord Jesus giving a demonstration of headship over all things. God intends “to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth”, Ephesians 1: 10. 

Do you not long for the appearing? As living amidst breakdown, failure and weakness, let us long for the Lord to reign over this scene. You long for an administration where righteousness prevails, where faithfulness is, and wisdom prevails; not politically motivated or financially motivated, but in the purity of the relationship that God desires through Christ and through the assembly, there will be a period of a thousand years of perfect administration. This truth is then to be worked out in testimony in our local meetings. As coming under the lordship of Jesus and His headship, God is looking for little millennia to be the testimony of our localities; our motives, our desires are to be judged so that we are all wholly for Christ with the desire that His rights will prevail. 

When we break bread together we show forth the Lord’s death until He come. That is not the rapture, that is the appearing, and we are looking on to the Lord’s rights being vindicated. 

And as another has said, if the world knew what we were doing they may well stop us breaking bread, because in doing so we are claiming the earth for Christ. We are claiming the Lord’s rights and acknowledging that we want Him to reign, because He is the only One whose right it is to reign. 

Let us open up our minds and affections to such great matters because it is your future as a believer that I am trying to describe and to help us all to understand it more. What a time the appearing will be, and then a thousand years of perfect administration. The characteristics of it you can read of in Isaiah 11, in the first paragraph there, for instance, the wolf dwelling with the lamb, and a little child shall lead them; such are the features of this period. It will be a divine administration, a heavenly administration through Christ and the assembly. 

Jerusalem on the earth will be the earthly centre, as I understand it. The nations will come to Jerusalem, and the influence of that will spread. 

And now, let us consider Revelation 21. Once the thousand years are completed, at the end of the millennium Satan will be loosed and go out to deceive the nations, but then Satan is finally dealt with. The dragon, the ancient serpent who is the devil, and Satan, will be bound a thousand years, and then finally dealt with. Then there is the great white throne. On this throne will sit One from whom the heavens and earth fled. Books are opened, then you have the second resurrection, which is the resurrection of the dead. It is the resurrection of those who have not been secured through the gospel. Perhaps they have heard it and perhaps have spurned it. But then ‘too late’ will be the cry, as they stand there before the great white throne. If their name is not found written in the book of life they are condemned to an eternity without Christ. How solemn. Not 

your portion and mine, I trust. Oh I am so thankful for the day that I confessed Jesus as my Saviour, and for the day when God gave me faith in the value of the blood of Jesus. So thankful for the day when I really believed in Christ risen and glorified, and received the Holy Spirit. 

I do trust all the young believers have some spiritual milestones and solid beliefs regarding these things. When you talk about your future I trust your whole face and being lights up because you know what is before you. You believe the word of God, and you are proving the light and glory of them. What a glorious future the Christian has! We will be raptured to heaven, given a body of glory like unto His own body of glory, and fitted for eternity. 

Somebody once said to an old believer, How will you spend eternity? He thought for a minute and said, Well, I will spend the first ten thousand years looking on the face of my Saviour, and then I will see what I will do after that. We have no real conception of what eternity will be like, but it will be a glorious experience. God has then accomplished everything, everything for His glory. Then in Revelation 21, the eternal day is ushered in. We are not told much about it in Scripture, therefore I cannot say much about it at all, but it does thrill your soul to think of it. The hymn says, 

‘In adoration, 

Deep contemplation, 

We worship Thee; 

In Christ before Thee 

We shall adore Thee 

Eternally!’ (Hymn 48) 

Are we not trophies of God’s grace? Are we not trophies of God’s mercy? We, who could have been standing before the great white throne, will never be there. Instead of that we have an eternity with Christ before us. May these things move us. May it move us in the service of God on the morrow to touch the realm which is on the other side of death, which is real to faith, and enjoyed by the Spirit, and soon actually to be entered into. May we be ready to go. Let us desire that the operation of the judgment-seat is worked out now in ourselves and in our relations with one another; where there might be matters that it can be put right let it be put right, brother to brother, sister to sister. Let us look on with joy to the appearing when we will come out with Christ to reign, when all things will be headed up in the Christ, the things of the heavens and the things upon the earth, and where there is an administration which has never been seen before, carried through by Jesus, as King of kings and Lord of lords. Your faithfulness here, it has been said, will have an influence on your place in the kingdom, and all of that side so necessary. Let us be faithful. Let us anticipate in our lives the reign of Jesus. And when it is all finished and God closes up the first heavens and the first earth—He burns them up, they have had their day, to use the phrase simply—God will usher in a new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. May these things just encourage every soul here. I trust every one will ponder, pray, and look into, and be more confirmed as a result of the glorious future that is before us as believers, for His name’s sake. 

Address at Sunbury
6 February 2008 

 


Scripture references

Luke 12:40 (JND) [40] And ye therefore, be *ye* ready, for in the hour in which ye do not think [it], the Son of man comes.

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

2 Corinthians 5:10 (JND) [10] For we must all be manifested before the judgment-seat of the Christ, that each may receive the things [done] in the body, according to those he has done, whether [it be] good or evil.

2 Timothy 4:8 (JND) [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Revelation 21:1-5 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. [4] And he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and death shall not exist any more, nor grief, nor cry, nor distress shall exist any more, for the former things have passed away. [5] And he that sat on the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And he says [to me], Write, for these words are true and faithful.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

1 Corinthians 15:3 (JND) [3] For I delivered to you, in the first place, what also I had received, that Christ died for our sins, according to the scriptures;

1 Thessalonians 4 (JND) [1] For the rest, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in [the] Lord Jesus, even as ye have received from us how ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. [2] For ye know what charges we gave you through the Lord Jesus. [3] For this is [the] will of God, [even] your sanctification, that ye should abstain from fornication; …

Job 42:2 (JND) [2] I know that thou canst do everything, and that thou canst be hindered in no thought of thine.

Luke 12:40 (JND) [40] And ye therefore, be *ye* ready, for in the hour in which ye do not think [it], the Son of man comes.

Ephesians 5:27 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless.

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …

Romans 8:11 (JND) [11] But if the Spirit of him that has raised up Jesus from among [the] dead dwell in you, he that has raised up Christ from among [the] dead shall quicken your mortal bodies also on account of his Spirit which dwells in you.

1 John 3:2 (JND) [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Revelation 6 (JND) [1] And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures saying, as a voice of thunder, Come [and see]. [2] And I saw: and behold, a white horse, and he that sat upon it having a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went forth conquering and that he might conquer. [3] And when it opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, Come [and see]. …

Revelation 7 (JND) [1] And after this I saw four angels standing upon the four corners of the earth, holding fast the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow upon the earth, nor upon the sea, nor upon any tree. [2] And I saw another angel ascending from [the] sunrising, having [the] seal of [the] living God; and he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it had been given to hurt the earth and the sea, [3] saying, Hurt not the earth, nor the sea, nor the trees, until we shall have sealed the bondmen of our God upon their foreheads. …

Revelation 7:13 (JND) [13] And one of the elders answered, saying to me, These who are clothed with white robes, who are they, and whence came they?

2 Timothy 4 (JND) [1] I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom, [2] proclaim the word; be urgent in season [and] out of season, convict, rebuke, encourage, with all longsuffering and doctrine. [3] For the time shall be when they will not bear sound teaching; but according to their own lusts will heap up to themselves teachers, having an itching ear; …

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Ephesians 1:10 (JND) [10] for [the] administration of the fulness of times; to head up all things in the Christ, the things in the heavens and the things upon the earth; in him,

Isaiah 11 (JND) [1] And there shall come forth a shoot out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch out of his roots shall be fruitful; [2] and the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. [3] And his delight will be in the fear of Jehovah; and he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his ears; …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …



EXTRACTS

Daniel brings this matter, not into a local incident amongst us, of which there are many, alas, but into eternity. It is a beautiful passage which we have often alluded to in chapter 12: 3. 

Daniel is very much signalised in the book. I have no doubt that John the prophet in the Revelation, as led by the Holy Spirit, took somewhat from Daniel, and also from Ezekiel. 

Why should he not do that? They are the handiwork of God. All these great servants are the handiwork of God, and no doubt John, in his young days, admired Daniel. So have I admired Daniel and I hope every brother and sister admires Daniel as the workmanship of God. He was a great man needed at a most important and critical time in the history of God’s testimony, and so Daniel says here, “I Daniel” (Daniel 12: 5). John says, “I John”; Paul says, “I Paul”; and the Lord Jesus Himself says, “I Jesus”. So I have no doubt as to who is who in those cases. Who is Daniel? Why should I not be like him? Why should I not be loyal to the truth as to my food, as to my associations, as to my ministry, as to my services in various ways? Daniel is to be admired. The Spirit of God sets him before us to be admired. He says, “I Daniel”. The word to him is, “Go thy way, Daniel” (Daniel 12: 9). 

You say, Why did the Lord not say, My way? No; it is “thy way”. It is a very great honour paid to Daniel that it is his way; he is a reliable man, a trustworthy man; one of the most trustworthy, “Go thy way, Daniel”. God would say, It is all right with you. I have no doubt about what you will do. There are others to whom I will not say that. “Sin no more”, He would say to such. You are in danger of sinning; I can hardly trust you out of My sight. “Sin no more”. But not to Daniel; not to the woman of Luke 7; not to Lazarus. There is divine confidence. Heaven’s confidence is expressed in that and I want to be among them. “Go thy way, Daniel”—I am looking after things. That is the divine work in verse 9, so that the matter is kept secret divinely. The time will come for its disclosure. We have to wait for much in that respect. God will see that things are disclosed when necessary, so that we cannot make prophecy an academic matter at all. It is a question of God and what He will let loose and unfold at a given time to us. That is, He takes us into His secrets. How lovely it is to be amongst those who have the divine secrets! God makes His confidants of certain persons. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 13, pp. 418,419) 

... The assembly is the home of divine affections down here 

before you have the home up there. “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren”. One grows in that home. 

In the assembly gathered together? 

Yes, that is where you find it, but I do not think the assembly ought, in a sense, ever to be apart; there is only one assembly meeting, and it ought to go on all the week long, if it were possible, which it is not down here. 

When does it terminate? 

The first day of the week we begin again, that is God’s order. We shall have a long first day of the week in heaven. That will be the eighth day. 

The state of the assembly is the state of the persons composing it; we ought to be individually in touch with the Lord and with His love. We must realise the love of the Lord before we can touch the assembly. 

Yes, that is where the Supper comes in. Chapter 13 is intensely individual and subjective. I have been greatly struck by the saying of another—‘What is presented to you in testimony becomes the power of life in you’. The way in which God makes Himself known becomes the power of life in you. We see it in the case of Paul, the revelation to him became the power of life in him. Light becomes life in us. That is what I understand by the word being living and powerful, it is living in the saints. 

It is being perfect as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

You have the light of your Father, and that is the result of it. The Holy Spirit works in that way; He makes it life in us. Is not the word living in itself apart from the work in us? 

The word of God is the revelation of God, and the revelation of God is life in our souls; it is in the saints that it is living, if you take the Bible it is the letter. Christ is the expression of God to us. I do not know a surer verse than “Whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected”. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 10, pp.92, 93) 
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Scripture references

Daniel 12:5 (JND) [5] And I Daniel looked, and behold, there stood other two, the one on this side, on the bank of the river, and the other on that side, on the bank of the river.

Daniel 12:9 (JND) [9] And he said, Go thy way, Daniel; for these words are closed and sealed till the time of the end.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …
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