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THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND HIS MINISTRY

Matthew 16: 13–21; 17: 22, 23; Isaiah 50: 5–7; 53: 7–12; Matthew 18: 19, 20 

JDG  In chapter 16 the Lord waits on the Father to disclose something to Peter. Just prior to entering on our subject I would like to draw the brethren’s attention, particularly the younger brethren, to chapter 15 where the Lord Jesus, after having been wearied by the traditions of the Pharisees, He goes outside the realm of circumcision. Verses 22 and 23 of chapter 15 where the woman comes beseeching Him to heal her daughter; it says in verse 24, “he answering said, I have not been sent save to the lost sheep of Israel’s house”. Was there to be no hope for the Gentile? Ah yes, the heart of Christ could not contain Himself when that Gentile woman pleaded for mercy. She says in verse 27, after the Lord said, It is not well to take the bread of the children, that is the Jews, and cast it to the dogs, that is the Gentile, “Yea, Lord; for even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from the table of their masters”. How the Lord’s affections were moved and His power moved too to heal the daughter. That is what we began with in Romans 15, the Gentiles, the nations crying to the Lord for mercy. 

Now the Lord Jesus is moving on by way of Caesarea-Philippi which is almost suggestive of a Gentile area, still within the limits of the Jew. He says, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” The Lord was waiting on the Father’s movements. How we have been affected previously by His address, “I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes”, Matthew 11: 25. Here is a man who is the subject of divine workmanship, Peter, the principle of revelation comes about. The Lord asks, “Who do men say that I the Son of man am?” And they said, “Some, John the baptist; and other Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets”. Then He says to them, “But ye, who do ye say that I am?” That is a question for all of us here today. “Simon Peter answering said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed it to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens”. 

It has been helpfully pointed out, he did not gain this knowledge of the Christ as Son of the living God from external circumstances. In chapter 14, when it was a storm and the Lord walked on the water, and He came into the ship with Peter, it says, “when they had gone up into the ship, the wind fell. But those in the ship came and did homage to him, saying, Truly thou art God’s Son” (Matthew 14: 32, 33). That is objective, how the Lord was seen as God’s Son objectively, outside of themselves, but this is not objective, this is a subjective work of God in the soul of a person; that is spiritual and it is open to all of us, and indeed necessary for all of us to come this way. Not that we all claim to get the distinctive and initial matter, as Peter got it, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, but I think we have to come to some understanding with the Father and with the Lord Jesus and the Spirit, that we are convicted, not by what is external, but what God has done within us, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. And then, He says, I am going to build something, and you, Peter, are going to be in that building. It is not that Peter is the rock on which He will build the assembly, it is the confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”, on that confession the Lord is going to build His assembly. That is important, particularly on account of teaching that goes around in Christendom. 

But we have to come to it that we are material, the Lord has formed us as material; Peter was a stone. And then, I was affected in reading verse 21, “From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer”. In chapter 16 He is to be delivered into the hands of the elders and the chief priests; in chapter 17 He is to be delivered into the hands of men. I thought Isaiah would help to affect us in our affections, just to tarry a little in this reading on the subject of Christ, before we come to consider the matter, that in some sense is a kind of climax to the thoughts we have had, as to the two persons, or three persons, gathered together to the name of the Lord Jesus. I think before we come to that we will immerse ourselves for some time in the consideration of what it meant to the Lord to be delivered into the hands of the elders and the chief priests, and into the hands of men. Isaiah 50 brings that out in the most touching way. I only read a few verses to bring out the conciseness and the specificity of the matter; and then chapter 53 is another matter, bringing out in the main the atoning sufferings that should affect us. So that when we come to our little gatherings, two or three gathered together to the name of the Lord Jesus, the basis for it all has been the sufferings of Christ. These are the thoughts I had in mind. 

JS  I wondered if you would say a little more as to what you have in mind about the sufferings of Christ in this connection.’ 

JDG  Well, it seems to be that when the revelation comes out from the Father, when the Lord indicates He is about to build His assembly, coming into His mind, that from that time He began to show, that is manifested to the disciples He must go away to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and the chief priests, be killed, and then the third day be raised again. All their hopes were to be pinned on a Man that was going through death, coming out of death. This wonderful matter, this wonderful structure could not take place until after His atoning work. Would that be right? 

JS  Yes, quite so. It involved His going through these sufferings. And then His atoning sufferings in order that there should be a basis laid for the securing of material for the assembly, and the building of the assembly. 

JDG  That is right. I thought maybe we would just tarry for a moment on the subject of the revelation. I would like to ask a question; When the gospel is preached to you, it is preached on the principle of faith to faith; when the believer is converted and progressing in the truth, is that when we come into the area where revelation takes place? I am asking that question. 

JAG  They are hardly out of Egypt when the principle of revelation appears. Jehovah showed Moses wood, that is the principle of revelation. You are saying that once we are converted we begin to get impressions; I suppose that is how it works out in our souls, and growth comes about, it comes about as we realise that we are having something from God. 

JDG  That is what I thought. The gospel comes to us on the principle of faith to faith; you are affected by it; repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. Once the vessel is secured, as Peter was secured, there is a work of God there, because it was so in Peter. He is named ‘stone’ which involves the work of God, which involves he is a suitable person to be built into the structure of the assembly. He lays hold of that himself in his epistle, speaking about living stones. Christ is the living stone and then the living stones coming to Him for a spiritual house. So he lays hold of that, but the Father is able to operate in relation to imparting to us impressions of His Christ. That is not exclusive to Peter; that is the portion, or should be the portion of all of us. 

JM  Did you remark that revelation requires a state in the person for the reception of it? Could you say something about that? 

JDG  For us, we would be persons who have received the Holy Spirit. Peter was not actually here, but in character he would take that place; in that character we can view him. I know he did not actually have the Spirit, we are in the gospel, but in character he would be a person who has the Spirit and who is making room in his soul for the operations of the Holy Spirit. So that there is a state there that is equal to receiving communications, divine communications. Would that be right, would you go with that? 

JM  Yes, I understand so, that revelation is personal, and really requires a state, and if declaration is general it does not matter if there is a state or not, it is there. But when you come to revelation it really involves divine operations already in the vessel to whom the revelation is made. So that there is no failure with the revelation. 

JDG  That is good. I am glad you remark these things, we appreciate it. Revelation is the normal way God communicates with a saint who is in touch with Himself, in a living system; Christ is the Son of the living God, what He builds is a living house, a living assembly, composed of persons who are viewed as coming to Him. I agree with what you say, the living stones coming to Christ would involve a state in which they are attracted to that blessed Man. 

JM  Could I ask another thing, because I have heard questions asked about it, What do you understand is the foundation here? On this rock, what do you understand the rock is? 

JDG  Well, I was saying that the rock is Christ. We will read it, verse 18, “And I also, I say unto thee that thou art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly”. The rock on which He is going to build His assembly is not Peter, but Peter’s confession, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”; that is the foundation on which it is going to be built. It is not built on Peter, that is wrong, it is built on Christ. Is that right? 

JM  I have understood what you said earlier that the rock is really Peter’s confession. It is that on which the building is; it certainly is not Peter personally, but it is the confession that he makes, and that comes as a result of the revelation. 

JDG  And that confession is, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”; everything is built on that blessed Man, but it is after He goes through death and resurrection that the building begins. The building is not beginning here, but it is in mind to begin. Brethren will need to keep us right in these things. 

JAG  Would desiring earnestly the pure mental milk of the word provide the state, or make way for the state, and coming to Him is characteristic, and then you are built up yourselves living stones (1 Peter 2: 2–5)? 

JDG  That is right. So we would encourage us all, and the younger men and women, to reach a measure of maturity to seek to be persons who know something about it. It is not to make us unnatural, but spirituality and what is natural according to the flesh and blood condition in nature does not conflict, where room is made for what is spiritual. It could conflict if we get overawed by it, and did not make room for what is spiritual. 

WL  Is there anything apart from being born anew? 

JDG  Well, I suppose the answer to that is no. There is nothing apart from being born anew, but this goes further than that as you would understand. 

WL  I appreciate that, but we must have that sovereign action of the Spirit before we can progress to this. 

JDG  Yes. The sovereignty of God in new birth is His matter, although it says that ye must be born anew, as if to exercise a person, but the sovereignty of God in new birth is His matter. But when it comes to conversion and the confirmation that I have in myself that I have trusted Christ as Saviour and received the gift of the Holy Spirit, I have answered in responsibility from my side, but then my life as a believer after that, as having these wonderful gifts, is to be exercised to make way for what is spiritual in my soul, over against what is fleshly or natural, keeping the natural in its place, because natural is not wrong, fleshly is wrong. Is that right? 

WL  It certainly is, and God acts in this way, revelation is a sovereign matter too, is it not? 

JDG  Yes, sovereign but we can put ourselves in the way of it. Would you agree with that? 

WL  Undoubtedly. 

DBR  Would it bring out the importance of what we touched on in an earlier reading as to secret experience with God, and we might say, waiting in His presence? 

JDG  That is good. Now, would you say that we have learned the Father first of all in Matthew 6, “enter into thy chamber, and ... pray to thy Father ... and thy Father who sees in secret will render it to thee”, Matthew 6: 6? Maybe the first operations of my heart speaking to the Father might be 

in relation to my needs and things here below that burden me, but do you not think as we progress we find the Father is a Person who is prepared to let us know something of His side of things? 

DBR  That is what I thought. It is a very precious thing to have to do with God about our needs and He never disappoints us, but it is a greater thing to enter into the presence of God and perhaps share some secret with Him. Do you think that? 

JDG  Yes, I thought what you are drawing out is a progression of the line of the Lord’s teaching that He began by teaching that to enter into thy chamber and speak to thy Father. Now He is looking to the Father to be able to communicate something by revelation to us, because we have got the gain of His teaching, and there is a state with us now, by the Spirit that is equal to going into the presence of God, and, like Moses, instead of speaking to God He speaks to us. 

DBR  That is really how the subjective work in our souls is established. It is not established perhaps through much reading, although I am not deprecating reading, but I think we need to be persons who frequent the presence of God. Would you say that? 

JDG  Yes, and find that there is something communicated to you and becomes part of you, so that it can be said you are stone in this setting, not hardened stone according to flesh, not that line at all, it is another form of things, divine workmanship. 

MGW  Would that agree with what we have in Isaiah 50; would Peter appear to have received the tongue of the instructed, someone whose ear had been wakened morning by morning, “he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”, and so on? 

JDG  Well, that is Christ particularly, but the believer who is formed after Christ has that kind of ear. 

HP  Is knowing grace one of the things we are in need of? 

JDG  Well, grace has a great formative power in the soul of a believer; we all have received, John says, grace upon grace; what a flood of grace comes into the soul to form us after the One who was here; grace and truth subsists through Jesus Christ. What a feature comes out in the believer after that blessed Man. 

JS  Do you think it is progress to see Christ in this way as the One who has something that He is building, My assembly, something that is so precious to Himself, and He wants to incorporate us in that? 

JDG  That is right. I think I recall coming across something like this, that the Lord had no home here, but He builds His assembly, a place He can come to where He finds a home. That is a wonderful matter that He comes among persons (the assembly is built of persons), a certain kind of person, persons who are the subject of revelation from the Father. They have a link that is within, according to the work of God within them, absolutely convicted on account of God’s operations within. 

PJH  As the question in Lamentations, “Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by?” (Lamentations 1: 12), it is a continual thing that comes before us as we go through life, evoking greater replies to that question, as we contemplate the cost to the Lord and His desires. 

JDG  Well, we will come on to that in a minute, it is in our hearts to look into it, but this structure here, it has been said by another, if love had not failed the devil would not have got an inch to overthrow even what was public. 

RT  Would you say something about the impregnability of this building? In the day when there is much under attack it would stabilise our souls, would it? Hades’ gates, the whole organised power of the devil is against it, but yet the building is still going on. 

JDG  The whole administration of hell was against it, hades’ gates involve an administration, and it has been prevalent throughout the dispensation to overthrow what Christ has in mind. But it goes through in impregnability, strengthened by divine Persons but secured in saints who are held by the Spirit of God’s power in relation to Christ’s own thoughts about the assembly. There is a need to lay hold of the truth of the assembly and all that it meant to Christ. It will go through, it will not be overthrown and that involves it is not overthrown in persons’ souls. 

JAG  The Lord can trust these persons, would you say? Peter was trustworthy here, he gets something, he gets keys, and there is another administration continuing in the face of Satanic administration. 

JDG  Yes. The truth of the church has been held precious in the souls of believers, it will be so until the Lord comes, inviolate, it will not be overthrown, it is the work of God. It says in another scripture, “greater is he that is in you than he that is in the world.”, 1 John 4: 4. 

JAG  These persons have power with God in chapter 18, whatever they ask comes to them. 

JDG  Yes, that is true. 

RT  It is not going to fail, it is going to be raptured. 

JDG  That is right, that is good. 

AM  Would you open up the title “the Christ” in this connection? 

JDG  Well, I suppose it is God’s anointed, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God” that is God’s anointed. Another has said He is the great divine operator, doing things for God. He is the Son of the living God, that is new. “Thou art the Christ” may have been known to Peter as the Jewish side of the Messiah, but “Son of the living God” is new. There is something revealed as to His person here. We have been speaking about certain matters that have not been revealed as to the person of the Son, but here is something revealed about Him and He is going to operate and build a structure; we have to be intelligent about that, but it is assured, because it is the work of God. The devil will try to overthrow it; hades’ gates is a real matter here, the administration of evil in this world is a real matter, if it could it would destroy every feature of the assembly. You know, dear brethren, matters in this country at the moment are not exactly against men and women, it is against the truth of the church, it is an attempt to wipe out any reference to Christ in Christendom. 

JW  I would like to enquire as to what is involved in being built into the assembly. Do you think it is more than receiving the Spirit and belonging to the assembly? 

JDG  Well, it is building a structure that is according to the divine pattern; “I will build my assembly”, we know the Spirit’s operations in relation to it but from this point of view it is Christ’s own work, “I will build my assembly”; He is building according to the pattern, it will shine finally in the day of display, a city that will shine there with its gates and its pearls and administration, it will have an influence on the whole world. 

JMar  Would this have any relation to Genesis chapter 2, it refers to the rib being taken from the man, built into the woman, and then it goes on, “This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh—this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man”, Genesis 2: 23? 

JDG  Well, I think this is a little different, this building is built of stones that come to Christ; they are persons coming to Christ. What you have in Genesis is the entity, what the assembly is as a vessel or a person, “I speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly”, Ephesians 5: 32. It is a personality. 

JW  There are many believers who belong to the assembly but really have not the light as to it. You could hardly say they were built into it, could you? While they belong to it, I wondered if you could help us more as to the thought of being built into it in that way? 

JDG  If I understand the truth, I think what you have said is right, that there are believers who belong to Christ, they belong to the assembly in an abstract way, or in a sense in an actual way, but they have little light of it. I understand in order to come to an appreciation of your place in the structure you have to come through the principle of revelation, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God”. I understand that from ministry and teaching, that every believer should come to that in some way; that they receive from the Father or the Lord Jesus an understanding to the fact that He is building them into His building. 

JM  Does “the Son of the living God” really involve that there is a living system, and you would almost think it is superfluous because God cannot be anything other than living? He has put that there to stress that what is being built is a real living system. 

JDG  Yes, that is how I understand it. That is why Peter’s epistles are helpful to us, because there is the living stone that is Christ, and there are living stones who come to Him, built up a spiritual house, a spiritual habitation. So that, over against all the deadness that has gone before in the history of the Old Testament in relation to the literality of it, here is a new thing being brought in and it is being built by Christ, and it is being built of certain persons of certain character that belong to Him as stone, but the whole thing is pervaded by love. 

HP  Mr. James Taylor speaks of it, if I remember rightly, as needing a second conversion. 

JDG  Well, I have not heard that but it is very good, needing a second conversion. 

HP  I think it is really something additional to new birth and having faith in the Saviour, but having to do with the Lord in relation to these things in personal deep exercises. 

JDG  I think you are absolutely right; conversion initially is the beginning of the Christian path for us. The operation of God in sovereignty in new birth was His matter, but when we come to Christ as our Saviour that is the beginning of the Christian path. Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is another matter; it is really Christ’s disposition to give us it, or God’s disposition to give us it. That is not the end of the Christian path either, we come on to understand that the whole area of Christianity is living; it is not a liturgy, it is not a creed (that is maybe right in some ways); it is a living system and a living God. Communications come day by day, opening our ear morning by morning. He is prepared to communicate to us as He is in this reading and opening up our understanding and laying something on our hearts. 

HP  Mr. James Taylor refers to this in relation to men, I think it is in Mark, the blind man who got the second touch (Mark 8: 22–26). 

JDG  It is a good thing to get a second touch to see all things clearly. 

RG  We preach the gospel, and we preach a full gospel as we say, and we bring in the gift of the Holy Spirit, but Mr. James Taylor said there are many persons out there who have the gift of the Holy Spirit but that gift may be grieved. But the next step should be a personal link through the Spirit with the Lord, so that there might be fresh impressions granted to us by revelation, do you think? 

JDG  That is right. That is the truth of Corinthians, “he that is joined to the Lord is one Spirit”, 1 Corinthians 6: 17. You have a direct link with the Lord Jesus by the Holy Spirit. You had a link with the Lord Jesus by faith when you came to Him as your Saviour, but you received the Spirit, it is in view of communication. You get that in Acts 16, where it says, “having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. And a vision appeared to Paul in the night—There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us” Acts 16: 6–9. And then it says, “immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings” (Acts 16: 10). It shows you how the Spirit comes into matters. Then again in Acts 13 when they were gathered together in the assembly, the Spirit of God speaks, “And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said. Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them”, Acts 13: 2. Both scriptures confirm the fact that the structure is living; the assembly is a living structure where divine operations and divine communications can take place, with the persons who belong to it and who are intelligently in it, who are making way for the Spirit of God in their lives. 

JAG  Does the building of necessity involve the Lord’s headship, because there must be impartation if there is going to be a building? 

JDG  Yes, I would say that. 

JAG  There is the Supper and the meetings that follow it during the week, they are vital to this building. 

JDG  I would say so. Maybe we will come on to that when we come to Matthew 18. 

JTB(Ed)  Does David building round about from the Millo and inward enter into this? It is something built constitutionally into the soul of the believer, do you think? David dwelt there in the stronghold, there was no place for the lame and the blind, it was whole men, really men developed in their knowledge of God, do you think? Of David typically. 

JDG  The Jebusite who had held that territory for so long was completely overthrown by the might of David. 

JTB(Ed)  It is there that the king and his men came to Jerusalem. Is it the thought of maturity that really develops in us a sense of our place in the structure? 

JDG  That is good. So you come in relation to David, and what we were is one thing, but what we become is another thing, become mighty men, come into his cabinet you might say. Would that be right? 

JMcK  Peter says in his second epistle, “in your faith have also virtue”, 2 Peter 1: 5. Mr. Darby says that is moral courage—that would link with this, would it? 

JDG  It certainly would, it is a feature that is needed because hades’ gates are seeking to prevail against the assembly, so moral courage in the believer is a feature that would stand in good stead to thwart the attempts of the devil to overthrow in my soul the precious truth of the assembly. 

MM  Is there any link with the impregnability that you have referred to and the showing forth of the Lord’s death until He come in the Supper? 

JDG  Yes, it would be a rallying point for a saint, would it not? Rallying point is for us in relation to the king, as our brother referred to the king and his men, a rallying point for the affections. 

Perhaps we could come on to Isaiah for a short time to consider the two references along with Matthew. In Matthew 16: 21, He is to be committed into the hands of the elders and the chief priests. In chapter 17 He is to be committed into the hands of men and the disciples were greatly grieved. So I thought, particularly for younger persons, to understand the feelings of the Lord Jesus, what He exposed Himself to. Chapter 50 gives us His martyr sufferings, to be affected by them before we come to speak about our present matters. It says of the Lord Jesus in verse 5, “The Lord Jehovah hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious”. I think that is seen in Gethsemane, “I was not rebellious; I turned not away back”. The other matters are His martyr sufferings, He gave Himself over into the hands of men. But I think we should be affected by the fact that His ear was opened and He was not rebellious and turned not away back. What an hour for Him, it was not the hour of His atoning sufferings, but it was the hour when the obedience of the Christ was seen; He says, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew.26: 39. Absolute committal to the divine will. 

DBR  “He wakeneth morning by morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the instructed”. I came across a beautiful touch by Mr. Taylor where he spoke about God whispering into the ears of Jesus. It brings out the sensibilities and sensitivities of this holy Man, and we accept that is a pattern for us, some word of God for us? 

JDG  The sensitivity of the ear in the quietness of the moment in the morning, before many matters take up our attention through the day, whether we are retired or whether we are working—There are matters come into your mind, but to be touched in the morning in its quietness by what God would have to say to you for the day brings us through each day. 

JSp  Would that bear on the verse immediately after, “He is near that justifieth me”? I was thinking of what it says in Timothy that He is justified in the Spirit. 

JDG  Yes, that is right. We did not read that but it is very precious that “He is near that justifieth me—who will contend with me?” Perhaps you could say a bit more about your thoughts as to the verse in Timothy, justified in the Spirit. 

JSp  It is obviously a direct reference to Christ. In principle we should know something of that, should we not? There is no outward justification, we have to wait for that, but an inward knowledge that we are here pleasing to the Father should be a believer’s normal portion, do you think? 

JDG  Do you not think that would be there as we share a place in the structure, in the assembly, having received from Christ personally some appreciation of the way He would have us to be. This passage in Isaiah 50, just to touch on the fact that He was not rebellious, turned not away back. We see that peculiarly in Gethsemane; then giving His back to the smiters, what He endured at the hands of the elders and the chief priests, and at the hands of men, hands of the nation. Then in Isaiah 53 I thought we should ponder the fact that the Lord Jesus, if we were going to have the privilege of coming into this structure that is built after His death and resurrection, coming down to our own time seen in Matthew 18, there has to be a sincere and deep appreciation of what it cost Christ. “Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected him to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin”. These are deep matters, dear brethren; it should sober us as we handle the truth in our places, that the basis of it all was these sufferings of Christ, particularly the atoning sufferings, also His martyr sufferings, but particularly His atoning sufferings. Then it says, “by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness”. I was linking that with the twos and threes meeting together; we are in an area where “my righteous servant shall instruct many in righteousness”. There is an interesting note for all of us, particularly younger men and women, lit. ‘the many’, i.e. those that are in relationship with him’. There is no one condemned or damned by predestination, so the gospel is available to all; so as we come to Christ and establish a relationship with Him we come in for all the blessings that He has for all men. “I will assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong”. The Lord has these persons, we come into the matter of David’s spoil, what Christ secures for Himself out of His death. 

NJH  Speaking of the sufferings of Christ would that enter into the communion that He enjoyed with His Father as He went over what was contained in that day He would go through? 

JDG  You mean when He spoke to His Father in Gethsemane. What a holy conversation took place in Gethsemane; Christ falling to the ground it says, there was evidence seen in His human frame of the intensity of His sufferings, what that frame anticipated. Well, how are we going to be persons who handle divine things? 

RG  I was going to ask if the sufferings of Christ are what were involved in what it says of the Hebrew bondman, “I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free”, Exodus 21: 5. 

JDG  Yes, it is an all-inclusive love, service springing from His love for each one. Well, He has secured us. I thought to refer to these two scriptures in Isaiah just to sober us in our thoughts and affections before we consider Matthew 18. 

WL  Is it significant that evidence of the gates of hades at work in the early error as to the sufferings of Christ that Mr Darby had to meet? 

JDG  Yes, we are very thankful for clarification by men who were more able than ourselves to show us what is right and wrong, but what comes in in hades’ gates might attempt to seduce us and lead us away from Christ. John’s epistles were particularly concerned with attempts by hades’ gates to disestablish and lead souls away. 

Well we should go on to Matthew 18. I would like to get the brethren’s help on this. The Lord Jesus is speaking in Matthew 18, through the whole of the chapter as far as I understand it, speaking about the kind of spirit that marks the believer who is an assembly person, and that in the day in which the assembly was normal. As far as I understand, up till the end of verse 18, there is normality of assembly function. Mr. James Taylor says, just for the help of the younger men and women, chapter 5 of Matthew is legislation mainly for the remnant, but it also has application to the Christian. Chapter 18 is the law that governs matters in the assembly. That is where we go for help mainly. Chapters 5, 6 and 7 have a bearing on us, we have been speaking about it, but it is mainly for the remnant. I do not think the remnant will look to chapter 18 of Matthew’s gospel in a day to come, that is the scripture for us. But then we come down to “Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in the heavens. For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them”. Think of the Lord Jesus coming down in His foreknowledge to speak about our own day. Long before Paul’s ministry was brought out, where Paul says that in the great house there are certain matters to purify yourself by separating. Here the Lord Jesus says in anticipating that day, that the preciousness of the assembly, the assembly in function, can be experienced in the day of two or three, because “there am I in the midst of them”. What kind of manhood, and have we got the kind of manhood that would attract Christ to say, I am in the midst of you? 

JM  “Again I say to you, that if two of you”, is that really two assembly persons? 

JDG  Well, I have to ask you the question, What is an assembly person? 

JM  I think it would be a person who holds in his affections, and in his practical walk all that is proper to the assembly, even in a day of breakdown. So that while we cannot claim to be the assembly, the assembly characteristically is in operation, is it not? 

JDG  That is not because we belong to a certain named sect. 

JM  No, not at all, that is a moral work, a spiritual work in the souls of persons. 

JDG  That is what I think. I do not think we should assume because we walk together and belong to a named sect that this is true of all our gatherings. We should be exercised to be such persons that it is true. If the Lord tarry the assembly’s history here is going to continue; it is going to continue on the basis of two or three gathered together to the Lord’s name. We experience the Lord coming to us, I say that in humility, but there must be conditions with us. 

GBG  I am sure what you say is right, so we just cannot take this for granted. It has been said it is a consequence of these conditions being provided, not exactly a promise, but a consequence. 

JDG  We want to instruct the younger persons coming on, persons who are coming into responsibility, and those of us who are in responsibility, to see to it that we are this kind of person, see to ourselves. We were speaking about humanity and manhood in the Lord’s ministry; well it seems to me if we get the gain of this line of teaching we will be this kind of person, committed to the light of the assembly and practice. It is not just to hold the doctrine of the assembly; I might hold the doctrine of the assembly and not be in the practice of it; could hold the doctrine of the assembly and be in a monastery but that is not where I can practise it. It is not enough to see our father and mother in this thing, we want everyone to be in it. It is a certain character of manhood that lays itself out for the interests of Christ here, paramount in their affections, the Supper means something to them, they are loyal to that blessed Man who comes to them. They are prepared to be apart from the world, apart from anything that pertains to the world, all its associations and partnerships, to be for Christ and Christ alone, committed to supporting the gatherings, not because it is a legal matter but because it is precious to Christ. 

JM  There is a very fine touch in the ministry of Mr. James Taylor where he says that every time we put our hands to the loaf in the Supper we commit ourselves to a covenant with God, that we will walk in the practice of the assembly in its totality even though we are in the days of breakdown. The matter of putting your hand to the loaf entering into a covenant is something that was new to me, but I think it is very beautiful. 

JDG  I have not read that and very much appreciate you brought it in, because it removes from the celebration of the Supper any casualness about taking the loaf. We pass that loaf one to another; I think that is very fine, you are entering into a covenant in taking that bread, or a portion of it, participating in the eating of it. 

JS  The word to Timothy would come into this, in regard of two of you “pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart”, 2 Timothy 2: 22. There is not only the separation but there is actual pursuit of these features which came out in Christ Himself. 

JDG  Yes, I think that shows how we are held together in righteousness. Well, we began in Matthew chapter 3, fulfil all righteousness, then faith, love and peace. I cannot see how the Lord can come to any company where there is characteristically hatred, no matter what light they have. I think the Lord comes to where love is; I am not saying there can be little spats arise, where self-judgment comes in and matters can be clarified. I am speaking of what is characteristic, the Lord comes, “here am I in the midst of them”. There is appreciation of one another. I think this is a most important matter. 

RT  “Gathered together unto my name” seems to be the regulating feature, would you say something about that? 

JDG  Well, that is true, I would like to hear what you say about it. It must be that all that is done is to the honour of the name of Christ, so there is no disrespect brought on the name of the Lord Jesus by the company with whom I am participating in the breaking of bread, and with myself in particular. Corinthians shows you proceed to the Supper on the basis of your own self-judgment, and consider that others who are there have also entered into that covenant with God as to self-judgment. Would that be right? 

RT  It is not only separation, that is underlying it, but “unto my name” is an objective, it is what governs the conversation in the meeting. I was thinking of Philippians 2, 

“let this mind be in you” (Philippians 2: 5); there is something that dominates the gathering, that Name. 

JDG  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”. Mr Darby says, ‘O lowliness, how feebly known’; it is a wonderful state to be there, in accord with the One who is coming in. Others can help us as to the matter of the Name. 

DBR  I appreciate what is being said, because I feel that certain matters might become a little grey, particularly perhaps as to associations, we need to be clear of that. One touch I have appreciated in Mr Taylor’s ministry as to the Name, he said ‘These are persons who have gathered together by motive’. That is, your motives are pure, they are centred in Christ. Another feature I wondered about, “unto my name” is that we are absolutely dependent upon Him. He says “in the midst of them”; that would be a dependent circle, do you think? We cannot do without Christ, so we would keep everything clear that Christ might have free way with us, do you think? 

JDG  Yes. It is a great encouragement to have some appreciation of the Lord coming amongst us, making Himself known to us. I refer to the occasion of privilege, because it is some indication from Him, although matters might not altogether be wholly in accord with Him, He is prepared to identify Himself with us because of what is real there, and desire there and earnestness there and love there. 

DBR  It is really the present reward that we have in seeking to be faithful to Him, do you think? He is the reward, He personally is the reward. 

JDG  Without Christ we have nothing. Mary of Magdala, on the resurrection morning, what did she have?—Bereft of everything if she did not have Christ. 

JAG  I understand that the characteristics of the Name are to be found amongst the brethren. If we are to read the Name amongst the brethren, we should be able to, because the Name is the character of the Person. If I say a person’s name, I think about him and his characteristics. The name of Jesus makes you think about Him and all the beautiful features about Him, and that is expressed in the brethren, and He can come to that. It is basic to Christianity. 

JDG  Yes, everything is done; gathered to the Name involves His absence; the Lord is absent, but then all that is there in that company represents Him completely, expressed in one and another. 

RT  The Lord seemed to appreciate Philadelphia, did He not? “Hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name” (Revelation 3: 8), it infers that they kept it. 

JDG  Yes, “kept my word and hast not denied my name”, there was nothing disrespectful in them, in their gathering, or in the persons, that would bring a blot on the precious name of Christ. Well, that is what we have to be in our lives, walk is practical, that we walk in such-wise that something is in accord with that blessed Name, with the truth, as it has been opened up to us. 

JS  It says; “there am I in the midst of them”. Do you think that means that He is central, He has really the chief place? 

JDG  Yes, it is in relation to a company is it not? “In the midst of them”, crowned in the midst of His brethren, He finds delight. Who distinguishes this company, this two or three? It is Christ that distinguishes it. Who says it is an honour to us? It is Christ that says that, “there am I in the midst of them”, that is the whole confirmatory matter. The Lord chooses to identify with a company, not us, is that right? 

JS  So there are these persons, “in the midst of them”, that would be the persons, and you have the One who is in the midst. It is a company where Christ has acquired this central place. 

RT  Referring to Corinthian conditions, an unbeliever coming in saying “God is indeed amongst you” (1 Corinthians 15: 25), he sees something in the conduct, the way the brethren are gathered together, and the way they appreciate one another, that God is there. 

JDG  I am glad you bring that in, because it extends the matter into the working out of the exercises in the place in the week. Not just exclusive to the Lord’s supper, it is precious there, but it is a committal to the saints in the wilderness setting too, with all the exercises that are there. 

As long as we are exercised about them; someone remarked that Mr Darby said that he would not leave a place for evil, but he would leave a place where evil was not taken up and dealt with. 

WL  I wondered if this was a lesson that Saul of Tarsus had to learn. There was absolutely no doubt about the thoroughness of his conversion, but the Lord says, Go into the city and you will find there something that represents Me. 

JDG  Yes, I think that is right, and he came away with something in his soul, he preached Jesus as the Son of God. He came quickly into the light of what the assembly was as a construction of divine workmanship. I think what has been said as to the Supper should be paid attention to, and as our brother has brought out the matter in the Corinthian setting, a man coming in and saying, “God is indeed amongst you”, 1 Corinthians 14: 25. But that involves state with us, and that is what is in mind, that there is a practical answer to the truth in our lives and in our souls, and the appreciation of what proceeds of assembly character in the place, to be identified with it. Maybe we cannot be there at all the gatherings, but it is a committal to be there; businesses are arranged as far as is possible to be present; not by legislation but because “there am I in the midst of them”. 
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Scripture references

Matthew 16:13-21 (JND) [13] But when Jesus was come into the parts of Caesarea-Philippi, he demanded of his disciples, saying, Who do men say that I the Son of man am? [14] And they said, Some, John the baptist; and others, Elias; and others again, Jeremias or one of the prophets. [15] He says to them, But *ye*, who do ye say that I am? [16] And Simon Peter answering said, *Thou* art the Christ, the Son of the living God. [17] And Jesus answering said to him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood has not revealed [it] to thee, but my Father who is in the heavens. [18] And *I* also, I say unto thee that *thou* art Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and hades' gates shall not prevail against it. [19] And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest bind upon the earth shall be bound in the heavens; and whatsoever thou mayest loose on the earth shall be loosed in the heavens. [20] Then he enjoined on his disciples that they should say to no man that he was the Christ. [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised.

Matthew 17:22-23 (JND) [22] And while they abode in Galilee, Jesus said to them, The Son of man is about to be delivered up into [the] hands of men, [23] and they shall kill him; and the third day he shall be raised up. And they were greatly grieved.

Isaiah 50:5-7 (JND) [5] The Lord Jehovah hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not away back. [6] I gave my back to smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair; I hid not my face from shame and spitting. [7] But the Lord Jehovah will help me: therefore shall I not be confounded; therefore have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

Isaiah 53:7-12 (JND) [7] He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, but he opened not his mouth; he was led as a lamb to the slaughter, and was as a sheep dumb before her shearers, and he opened not his mouth. [8] He was taken from oppression and from judgment; and who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of my people was he stricken. [9] And [men] appointed his grave with the wicked, but he was with the rich in his death, because he had done no violence, neither was there guile in his mouth. [10] Yet it pleased Jehovah to bruise him; he hath subjected [him] to suffering. When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see a seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and the pleasure of Jehovah shall prosper in his hand. [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities. [12] Therefore will I assign him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong: because he hath poured out his soul unto death, and was reckoned with the transgressors; and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Matthew 18:19-20 (JND) [19] Again I say to you, that if two of you shall agree on the earth concerning any matter, whatsoever it may be that they shall ask, it shall come to them from my Father who is in [the] heavens. [20] For where two or three are gathered together unto my name, there am I in the midst of them.

Romans 15 (JND) [1] But *we* ought, we that are strong, to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves. [2] Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good, to edification. [3] For the Christ also did not please himself; but according as it is written, The reproaches of them that reproach thee have fallen upon me. …

Matthew 11:25 (JND) [25] At that time, Jesus answering said, I praise thee, Father, Lord of the heaven and of the earth, that thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to babes.

Matthew 14:32-33 (JND) [32] And when they had gone up into the ship, the wind fell. [33] But those in the ship came and did homage to him, saying, Truly thou art God's Son.

Isaiah 50 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Where is the bill of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, through your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [2] Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Is my hand at all shortened that I cannot redeem, or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make rivers a wilderness; their fish stink because there is no water, and die for thirst. [3] I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. …

1 Peter 2:2-5 (JND) [2] as newborn babes desire earnestly the pure mental milk of the word, that by it ye may grow up to salvation, [3] if indeed ye have tasted that the Lord [is] good. [4] To whom coming, a living stone, cast away indeed as worthless by men, but with God chosen, precious, [5] yourselves also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6 (JND) [1] Take heed not to do your alms before men to be seen of them, otherwise ye have no reward with your Father who is in the heavens. [2] When therefore thou doest alms, sound not a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may have glory from men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. [3] But thou, when thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand does; …

Matthew 6:6 (JND) [6] But *thou*, when thou prayest, enter into thy chamber, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who sees in secret will render [it] to thee.

Isaiah 50 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Where is the bill of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, through your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [2] Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Is my hand at all shortened that I cannot redeem, or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make rivers a wilderness; their fish stink because there is no water, and die for thirst. [3] I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. …

Lamentations 1:12 (JND) [12] Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, whom Jehovah hath afflicted in the day of his fierce anger.

1 John 4:4 (JND) [4] *Ye* are of God, children, and have overcome them, because greater is he that [is] in you than he that [is] in the world.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Genesis 2:23 (JND) [23] And Man said, This time it is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh: this shall be called Woman, because this was taken out of a man.

Ephesians 5:32 (JND) [32] This mystery is great, but *I* speak as to Christ, and as to the assembly.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Mark 8:22-26 (JND) [22] And he comes to Bethsaida; and they bring him a blind man, and beseech him that he might touch him. [23] And taking hold of the hand of the blind man he led him forth out of the village, and having spit upon his eyes, he laid his hands upon him, and asked him if he beheld anything. [24] And having looked up, he said, I behold men, for I see [them], as trees, walking. [25] Then he laid his hands again upon his eyes, and he saw distinctly, and was restored and saw all things clearly. [26] And he sent him to his house, saying, Neither enter into the village, nor tell [it] to any one in the village.

1 Corinthians 6:17 (JND) [17] But he that [is] joined to the Lord is one Spirit.

Acts 16 (JND) [1] And he came to Derbe and Lystra: and behold, a certain disciple was there, by name Timotheus, son of a Jewish believing woman, but [the] father a Greek, [2] who had a [good] testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium. [3] Him would Paul have go forth with him, and took [him and] circumcised him on account of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew his father that he was a Greek. …

Acts 16:6-9 (JND) [6] And having passed through Phrygia and the Galatian country, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia, [7] having come down to Mysia, they attempted to go to Bithynia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; [8] and having passed by Mysia they descended to Troas. [9] And a vision appeared to Paul in the night: There was a certain Macedonian man, standing and beseeching him, and saying, Pass over into Macedonia and help us.

Acts 16:10 (JND) [10] And when he had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go forth to Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to announce to them the glad tidings.

Acts 13 (JND) [1] Now there were in Antioch, in the assembly which was [there], prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius the Cyrenian, and Manaen, foster-brother of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. [3] Then, having fasted and prayed, and having laid [their] hands on them, they let [them] go. …

Acts 13:2 (JND) [2] And as they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Separate me now Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

2 Peter 1:5 (JND) [5] But for this very reason also, using therewith all diligence, in your faith have also virtue, in virtue knowledge,

Matthew 16:21 (JND) [21] From that time Jesus began to shew to his disciples that he must go away to Jerusalem, and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and the third day be raised.

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Isaiah 50 (JND) [1] Thus saith Jehovah: Where is the bill of your mother's divorce, whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have sold you? Behold, through your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [2] Wherefore did I come, and there was no man? I called, and there was none to answer? Is my hand at all shortened that I cannot redeem, or have I no power to deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make rivers a wilderness; their fish stink because there is no water, and die for thirst. [3] I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. …

Isaiah 53 (JND) [1] Who hath believed our report? and to whom hath the arm of Jehovah been revealed? [2] For he shall grow up before him as a tender sapling, and as a root out of dry ground: he hath no form nor lordliness, and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. [3] He is despised and left alone of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and like one from whom [men] hide their faces; despised, and we esteemed him not. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Exodus 21:5 (JND) [5] But if the bondman shall say distinctly, I love my master, my wife, and my children, I will not go free;

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Matthew 18 (JND) [1] In that hour the disciples came to Jesus saying, Who then is greatest in the kingdom of the heavens? [2] And Jesus having called a little child to [him], set it in their midst, [3] and said, Verily I say to you, Unless ye are converted and become as little children, ye will not at all enter into the kingdom of the heavens. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

2 Timothy 2:22 (JND) [22] But youthful lusts flee, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace, with those that call upon the Lord out of a pure heart.

Matthew 3 (JND) [1] Now in those days comes John the baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea, [2] and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of the heavens has drawn nigh. [3] For this is he who has been spoken of through Esaias the prophet, saying, Voice of him that crieth in the wilderness: prepare ye the way of [the] Lord, make straight his paths. …

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

Philippians 2:5 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus;

Revelation 3:8 (JND) [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

1 Corinthians 15:25 (JND) [25] For he must reign until he put all enemies under his feet.

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

Judges 1 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after the death of Joshua that the children of Israel asked Jehovah, saying, Which of us shall go up against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? [2] And Jehovah said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand. [3] And Judah said to Simeon his brother, Come up with me into my lot, and let us fight against the Canaanites, and I likewise will go with thee into thy lot; and Simeon went with him. …

1 Corinthians 14:25 (JND) [25] the secrets of his heart are manifested; and thus, falling upon [his] face, he will do homage to God, reporting that God is indeed amongst you.



EXTRACT

At Peniel, at the time of his wrestling with God, Jacob got a new name—a title. But he did not move in suitability to his title until he had been in Bethel. After that we read for the first time “Israel journeyed”; he moved in the dignity of his place with God; this is only acquired at Bethel. I do not think it is possible for us to move with God apart from the sense of what His house is. God can be with us as He was with Jacob, who was the subject of God’s discipline, care, and protection all the time. God had said, “I will never leave thee”; but it is one thing for God to be with me in His grace and faithfulness, and another for me to be with God in holiness. The moment the question of Bethel was raised in Jacob’s soul he was a different man. Shechem is a fine place! They put away the earrings and strange gods there—everything connected with idolatry—“Jacob hid them under the oak that is by Shechem”. Shechem is the place where Joshua said, “As for me and my house we will serve the Lord”. It is the place of uncompromising decision. Joshua was a man at Shechem; he took his course definitely, and declared the line that he purposed to pursue. When Jacob got to Shechem the images and other things went down at the foot of the tree. The tree seems to be a suggestion of the cross. If we leave our idols at the foot of the cross we are then in light marching order; many Christians have so much baggage, so many teraphim about them that they cannot move! When Jacob got to Bethel and anointed the pillar and offered a drink offering, it is said, “Then Israel journeyed”. He moved in the dignity of his new name. 

C. A. Coates (‘An Outline of Genesis’, p.218, 219) 
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