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“JEHOVAH IS A MAN OF WAR”

J. T. Brown 

Exodus 15: 3–6; 1 Chronicles 11: 12–19; 12: 23, 38 

The Lord Jesus as a Man of war is a wonderful contemplation as suggested in this scripture in Exodus—“Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name”. His every battle was for you and for me. God Himself, in the Person of Christ, invaded the territory of the enemy and crushed and annihilated the foe. Pharaoh’s chosen captains, Egypt’s finest, men of renown, men selected personally by Pharaoh, all met their match at the Red Sea. His chariots, too, designed to facilitate his military exploits and to extend his influence, were destroyed and not one remained—“The depths covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone”. Not only were they broken, but they were put out of sight. The enemy has been crushed by the death of Jesus and Egypt is ruined. Pharaoh’s bondmen said to him, “Dost thou not yet know that Egypt is ruined?”, Exodus 10: 7. The evidence all around us is that Egypt is ruined. 

Ecological disasters and human tragedies, men bewildered and distraught by the awfulness of sin’s consequences, are eloquent testimony to the fact that Egypt is ruined. But, blessed fact, the way out of Egypt has been opened up for us by the Victor of Calvary. 

The Red Sea has been smitten and the waters divided and a way through it is opened up for us, not to judgment but to life. At the Red Sea it is the Mediator entering the domain of death and making a way through it for us. Death is annulled—“that through death he might annul him who has the might of death and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their 

life were subject to bondage”, Hebrews 2: 14, 15. “The sea”, it says, “saw it and fled”, Psalm 114: 3. It was the power of God in a blessed Man and took to flight, a vanquished foe. The typical scriptures so gloriously depict the Lord Jesus as Man of war. How thrilling to see Him as the Ark of the covenant, moving irresistibly, powerfully towards and into the waters of the Jordan. Down from the mount of transfiguration, His majesty and glory as Son of man there attested. He moved undeviatingly to the solemn conflict of Gethsemane. Never was there a conflict such as was waged at Gethsemane. Satan and all his forces surrounded the precious Saviour there. The power of darkness was there. The conflict was with the enemy directly and He endured it totally. The Lord Jesus tasted death there anticipatively. He felt in an anticipative way, as no ordinary man could, the awfulness of the judgment which was about to come upon Him. 

The causes of judgment had accumulated. Besides the wrath of God on account of sin, there was also before His soul the special wrath on Israel on account of a broken law, which the Lord Jesus, the precious Saviour, was about to bear. With all this, Satan sought to overwhelm His spirit, but not one whit did He surrender. “And being in conflict he prayed more intently. 

And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth”, Luke 22: 44. He went through it all, that peerless Man of war, anticipatively, with His Father, in perfect obedience taking the cup from His Father’s hand. Then on to the cross the Ark was moving, forward gloriously. Oh how the waters of Jordan rolled at Calvary! But before that the malice of man was exposed in its inveterate character. Roman soldiers beating the Lord of glory about the face, the chief priests, consumed with envy, demanding His crucifixion. But through every humiliation His moral superiority shone. He 

completed everything in triumph. “It is finished”, He said—what a triumphant cry!—“and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit”, John 19: 30. He bowed it Himself. No force in the universe could have done it. Luke tells us that, “having cried with a loud voice”, He committed His spirit into His Father’s hands. There was witness in that cry to the all-triumphant power of the Son of God. He died, and how real was His death, but He did not experience the ordinary process of dying. The hymn says— 

‘When finished all in meekness 

Thou to Thy Father’s hand, 

Perfect Thy strength in weakness, 

Thy Spirit doth commend’ 

He entered the domain of death, breached the stronghold of the enemy and emerged triumphant. The Red Sea fled, but the Jordan turned back. It was a gesture of defeat, the acknowledgment of a superior, all-transcending power; “What ailed thee, thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou turnedst back?” The Lord Jesus actually went into death. He tasted death; He touched the article of death and vanquished the foe and He has “brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings”, 2 Timothy 1: 10. And He rose again, wonderful fact! Death could not hold Him. It was not possible that He should be held by its power. So the glorious matter is that Jesus is risen, and we can ‘Bless, bless the Conqueror slain’, as we have sung. Can you do it? Can you bless the Conqueror slain? Have you a link with that blessed One, the Man of renown, yet still a precious Saviour? How our hearts revere Him; how gladly our hearts go out to Him adoringly, worshipfully, as conscious of the fact that He fights for us still, leading the saints in triumph into their heavenly inheritance. Joshua, I suppose, experienced that when he saw the man with 

the drawn sword; “Art thou for us, or for our enemies?” he asked in weakness. But the man answered, “No; for as captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come”, Joshua 5: 13, 14. 

What assurance there is in that! 

How easily, like Joshua, we slip from the standard, how easily we fall, but how precious to glimpse and experience the power of the Man who is exalted in glory above, the Captain of Jehovah’s army. No power can stand against Him, no power can impede His progress. “Be strong in the Lord, and in the might of his strength”, Paul writes to the Ephesian saints (Ephesians 6: 10). We need that power to be rightly for Christ here, to live in the light of our heavenly inheritance. That power is toward us. How fine to let the Captain of Jehovah’s hosts take charge, to let Him have full sway in our hearts, in our affections and in our souls. There can be no failure with Him. He will guide us home at last and bring us into the fruits of final victory. What a day that will be! 

I suppose the rapture will in one sense be a wonderful military triumph. Corinthians says (in military language), “But each in his own rank—the first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ’s at his coming”, 1 Corinthians 15: 23. ‘ The Christ’s’—nothing can take them out of His keeping. One shout will bring out the dead from their tombs; one shout from the Victor of Calvary and the dead in Christ shall rise! “All who are in the tombs shall hear his Voice, and shall go forth”, John 5: 28. Nothing can stop them; irresistibly, triumphantly they will go forth to meet the blessed Saviour. Some from the graveyards, some from the depths of the sea, some from burial places unknown, yet marked by heaven, they will all go forth, thrilling to the Victor’s cry. Death will not hold them. Satan will be powerless to restrain them for 

the enemy is defeated by resurrection. “Then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air”. Our bodies shall be changed. 

These bodies of humiliation will be transformed “into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself”, Philippians 3: 21. Wonderful Saviour! Oh, how our hearts go out to Him with all the affection we can muster, the Lord of glory. 

After the rapture, this world will be given up to unmitigated violence and wickedness. Every restraint will be gone. The lawless one, according to Thessalonians, will be revealed, and what then? This very same Jesus, this Man of war, will intervene in terrible judgment. Daniel tells us about the great image of gold, and silver, and brass, and iron and clay, referring to the four Gentile monarchies, Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome. All will have had their day, all will have failed, though used by God in some way for the progress of His testimony—and the image will be smitten by the stone cut out without hands and utterly destroyed. What a symbol of majestic power the stone is! It refers to Christ, this Man of war, and it is cut out without hands. Oh, how the glory of His deity shines. Then the stone that smote the image became a great mountain that filled the whole earth. Christ will establish a kingdom which is according to Himself. What a wonderful Person Jesus is! The prophet goes on to say that a wicked deceiver will arise and by prosperity will corrupt many, “and he will stand up against the Prince of princes—but he shall be broken without hand”, Daniel 8: 25. Nothing can stand against the power of Christ. 

Revelation 19 refers to heaven opening, not then as in the gospels for the Father to acclaim His well-beloved Son, but to reveal the Lord Jesus, 

to make war on the nations as King of kings and Lord of lords in all His majestic power. 

“And he is clothed with a garment dipped in blood ... And out of his mouth goes a sharp two-edged sword, that with it he might smite the nations”. How awful, how solemn the scene! The beast and the kings of the earth and their armies are gathered together, every world power combined to fight against Christ and His saints. So estranged will men be from God, so developed in their effrontery, that, not even the sight of Christ in His military splendour will deter them. But they will meet their end. The power of Christ must prevail. John tells us almost derisively (Revelation 19: 20), that the beast was simply taken, and the false prophet that was with him. Resistance was impossible. These two terrible elements that had held the world in their sway of delusion and wickedness could, not but succumb to the power of the King of kings. Alive both are cast into the lake of fire and the rest were slain with the sword. 

Events in this world at the present time, especially in relation to Eastern Europe, are very interesting—perestroika, freedom of conscience, the loosening of the shackles that have hitherto bound these Eastern European nations, attempts at disarmament; and no doubt God is using these things for the furtherance of His testimony and for the easing of the circumstances of His people there. But, in one sense, it is a temporary phenomenon. The awful military might of Russia will assert itself by and by. Daniel tells us that the king of the north shall arise and overflow the land of beauty with horses and chariots like a whirlwind. 

Jehovah says, “I am against thee, O Gog, prince of Rosh” (Ezekiel 39: 1); and he will be destroyed. The armies of Gog, will be slain on the mountains of Israel, and Israel will be seven months burying the dead. What a devastation that 

will be, and Christ will do it. Russia, as we have been taught, represents a class of humanity that is openly against the rights of God. But Christ will deal with that as surely as He will deal with Babylon and all the religious corruption and deceit which are there. 

Then in the last great conflict, when Satan is loosed after a thousand years in subjugation, he will go out and deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth. Gog and Magog, and they will surround the beloved city and the camp of the saints. But fire will come down from heaven and devour them, and the devil will be cast into the lake of fire as will death and hades. The last enemy that is annulled is death. That will be the last great military act. No more will the Lord Jesus need to act as a Man of war, for there will be ushered in an eternity of peace. Wars and strife will be no more; all these things that have so beset this poor world’s history will never recur. God Himself will wipe away every tear. What a day that will be! We can anticipate it now as Psalm 24 relates—“Lift up your heads, ye gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory? Jehovah strong and mighty, Jehovah mighty in battle”. 

What a day for heaven when Christ went in! How the hosts of heaven acclaimed Him as He entered there, the mighty Victor! Israel shall exult in Him by and by, but in the assembly now we have this wonderful privilege of owning His renown and supremacy. Every knee eventually is going to bow to Christ, every knee “of heavenly and earthly and infernal beings”, Philippians 2: 10. An awesome thought, infernal beings; then the universal lords of darkness are going to have to bow and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Jude speaks about the angels who had fallen from their original state, kept “in 

eternal chains under gloomy darkness, to the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). Such will have to acknowledge the supremacy of Christ. What a day that will be when His triumph is complete! 

These scriptures in Chronicles refer to the times of David. How beautifully David typifies the Lord Jesus in so many ways. David was a man of war, valiant, skilful in speech and of good presence. He slew Goliath and “killed him completely”. The Lord Jesus has led captivity captive. He has taken death out of the hands of the enemy as surely as David took the sword out of the hands of Goliath and cut off his head. Then later, the women acclaimed David, 

“Saul hath smitten his thousands, and David his ten thousands”, 1 Samuel 18: 7. The Lord Jesus has excelled in everything. How attractive David was to his people and how attractive is Christ to His own. Even as he went out to meet Goliath, his personal glories shone. Goliath disdained him because he was but “a youth ... and besides of a beautiful countenance”, Samuel 17: 42. The Lord Jesus is despised in the world, but among His own His personal beauties shine and He is acquiring a greater place in our affections. That would be the object of our time together that Christ would be supremely enthroned in our hearts. 

Earlier in the chapter David took the stronghold of Zion and Joab went up and slew the Jebusites. In Samuel’s account it was David himself who took the stronghold and called it the city of David and he dwelt there and “built round about from the Millo and inward”, 2 Samuel 5: 9. How suggestive that is! It is really Christ acquiring a place in our affections, bit by bit, brick by brick, garrisoning and fortifying our hearts with His love. Zion is one of the finest themes in Scripture. It really is the hearts of God’s people as secured by Christ. 

And He is securing that place by His own exploits and power so that He dwells in our hearts by faith. 

These mighty men, I suppose, would have experienced the inward building of David. Their affections were so centred on David that they were prepared to risk their lives for him. Their selfless pursuit of his interests was the product of hearts taken possession of by his love. So Eleazar was one of the mighty men and he was prepared to stand for the rights of David, to be publicly identified with David in the conflict. It says, “he was with David at Pasdammim”. 

What memories that territory would evoke, for that is an area of Ephes-dammim in the valley of Elah where David smote Goliath. Eleazar would say, ‘there king David smote the Philistine, and I will not relinquish one bit of this territory’. There was here a plot of ground full of barley. Just a plot, not even a field; you might say that, outwardly, it was scarcely worth protecting. 

As you look round the localities, some very small, and the largest not very large, you are challenged as to whether you are prepared to stand. But Eleazar stood. It says, “And they stood in the midst of the plot”. The suggestion is that Eleazar stood with David in defence of this divine territory. They stood in the middle. Every bit was worth protecting, from the centre out to the perimeter. Think of all that has come down to us in the recovery, the precious truths of Christianity which we can enjoy and appreciate. How rich our inheritance is! This plot was full of barley. Someone had planted it. Consider what it meant to the Lord Jesus, the great Sower, to plant the seed. Think of the operations of the Spirit of God in nurturing and watering the ground, bringing the seed on to healthy growth. Then there are the labours of the apostles, and the tireless service of the 

ministers of the recovery, and then those who have gone before us in our localities, all operating so that the plot should be preserved to us, full of barley. The barley is Christ, I suppose, Christ in resurrection. How the truth of the resurrection of Christ is being attacked in these days—every feature of the truth of Christ’s Person is being assailed. It says here that the people had fled from the Philistines, and people are being influenced at the present time to defect from what is right and to accept these erroneous teachings. 

But Eleazar stood. Why? So that there should be a harvest for David. The next chapter shows what a crop there was. There we read of men converging from every point to make David king in Hebron. So the challenge rings out as to whether we are prepared to stand and defend the plot. There is much pretension and defection around but there is a plot here and it is full of barley. The crop by and by will be glorious; but the need is to be faithful to the rights of Christ now. Jude tells us “to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints” (Jude 3). Every facet of the truth, every sheaf, every blade of the doctrine, every grain, has to be protected so that it is retained perfect for God’s pleasure and the satisfaction of the heart of Christ. It is something like Philadelphia, “hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy 

.crown”, Revelation 3: 11. The plot full of barley, I suppose, might be like the crown and we have to hold fast in its defence. So it says that “Jehovah wrought a great deliverance”. God will honour faithfulness and, as standing true to Christ, nothing will be lost. 

In the, next section “three of the thirty chiefs went down to the rock to David, to the cave of Adullam”. What a sorrowful occasion this, that saw the Philistines’ garrison at Bethlehem. 

What a choice place Bethlehem has in the history of the testimony, the place where Ruth and Boaz were, the place where David was anointed by Samuel, the place of Christ’s birth, “And thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, little to be among the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall he come forth unto me who is to be, Ruler in Israel—whose goings forth are from of old, from the days of eternity”, Micah 5: 2. Luke refers to it as a city of David, “David’s city” (Luke 2: 4 and note). Here it was surrounded by the Philistines and David was denied. How the enemy will seek to attack what is choicest to try and stifle and cut off the refreshment for which Christ longs. Who can measure the longings of Christ? At Calvary he said, “I thirst”, and they gave Him vinegar, but now He seeks the unreserved response of hearts who in sacrificial love are desirous of satisfying His affections. So these three mighty men broke through, and they broke through together. Their one objective was that David’s affections should be satisfied. 

Paul says, “Joined in soul, thinking one thing”, Philippians 2: 2. These three men, I think, represent that kind of attitude. “For let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus”. 

They were not thinking of themselves but in self-denial and unselfish love they were prepared to jeopardise their own lives that David’s longings might be met. There would be something distinctive in the water of the well of Bethlehem. In the cave of Adullam, they would, I suppose, have their own water supply, for you could hardly conceive of so skilful a commander as David leaving his troops without water. But what David sought was refreshment from hearts which valued his interests more highly than anything else, something which this well alone could provide. The uninitiated might say, ‘Are you not being a little selfish, David, putting these men’s lives at risk?’ And as you look around on all the sorrows 

of the testimony you might be tempted to say that everything is failing and out of control. But the secret is in understanding David’s longings, in appreciating that no other well but this well of Bethlehem could fully satisfy the heart of Christ. These three mighty men understood the longings of David so perfectly and they broke through. 

What a sight they would be, breaching the Philistine ranks, no doubt with their water carriers and vessels to the fore. How the Philistines would seek to deride them. It would be, I suppose, the finest of the Philistine troops, the elite corps, but, typically, the strength of the three mighty men’s love for Christ was irresistible and they would not be stopped in their determination to secure this water for David’s refreshment. 1 Corinthians 10 speaks about the weapons of our warfare not being fleshly, but “powerful according to God to the overthrow of strongholds”. How these men exemplified that feature. So they drew out the water and brought it back to David. The verse says simply that they “brought it to David”. There is no indication, you see, that the Philistines had regrouped to prevent their return; no suggestion that they sought to hinder their return to David. It seems to suggest that the power of love and affection for Christ in any exercise will put the enemy to flight in such a way that he cannot recover from it. So they brought the water back to David, and David poured it out as a drink-offering to Jehovah. How precious that is! These men provided David, you might say, with the wherewithal for the service of God. How fine to think of the Lord Jesus presenting us to the Father as those in whom He has been glorified, as those who have sought to minister to His heart’s affections. 

Well, in the final scripture men are coming from every point to make David king, to transfer the kingdom of Saul to David. They were equipped for military service; they were fitted to carry out this great culminating activity to make David king and they would brook no obstacle to do so. How many had been their conflicts, but this was the glorious result, the fruit of all their former bitter experiences. Paul in his second epistle to Timothy speaks about the man of God being “fully fitted to every good work”. What a good work this was, the exaltation of David at Hebron! Hebron really takes us back to the counsels of God, and the certainty is that every thought of God for Christ is going to be brought to glorious fruition by and by. But the object of the Spirit of God is that He might be enthroned and installed as King in our affections now. So they came, all these men of war with perfect heart, keeping in rank in battle array. No one was out of step, everyone was determined that David should be made king, and nothing was going to deter them from that objective. So they moved forward unanimously and coherently, their affections pure and unadulterated for David. Well, surely that would be our objective, that out of all the conflict Christ should be crowned amongst us and have the supreme place. How worthy He is of it, that incomparable Man of war who has triumphed over every foe to open up the way of blessing for us! 

Address at Kirkcaldy
6 May 1989 

 


Scripture references

Exodus 15:3-6 (JND) [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name. [4] Pharaoh's chariots and his army hath he cast into the sea; His chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. [5] The depths covered them; they sank to the bottom as a stone. [6] Thy right hand, Jehovah, is become glorious in power: Thy right hand, Jehovah, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.

1 Chronicles 11:12-19 (JND) [12] And after him, Eleazar the son of Dodo, the Ahohite; he was one of the three mighty men. [13] He was with David at Pas-dammim, where the Philistines were gathered together to battle; and there was [there] a plot of ground full of barley; and the people had fled from before the Philistines. [14] And they stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines; and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance. [15] And three of the thirty chiefs went down to the rock to David, to the cave of Adullam, when the army of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. [16] And David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem. [17] And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! [18] And the three broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; David however would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah. [19] And he said, My God forbid it me, that I should do this thing! should I drink the blood of these men [who went] at the risk of their lives? for at the risk of their lives they brought it. Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men.

1 Chronicles 12:23-38 (JND) [23] And this is the number of the men equipped for military service, who came to David to Hebron, to transfer the kingdom of Saul to him, according to the word of Jehovah. [24] The children of Judah that bore shield and spear were six thousand eight hundred, equipped for military service. [25] Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of valour for war, seven thousand one hundred. [26] Of the children of Levi four thousand six hundred. [27] And Jehoiada the prince of Aaron, and with him were three thousand seven hundred; [28] and Zadok, a valiant young man, and his father's house two and twenty chief men. [29] And of the children of Benjamin, the brethren of Saul, three thousand; but hitherto the greater part of them had adhered to the house of Saul. [30] And of the children of Ephraim twenty thousand eight hundred, mighty men of valour, men of name in their fathers' houses. [31] And of the half tribe of Manasseh eighteen thousand, who were expressed by name, to come and make David king. [32] And of the children of Issachar, who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel ought to do, the heads of them were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their bidding. [33] Of Zebulun, such as went forth in the host, armed for war with all weapons of war, fifty thousand, keeping rank without double heart. [34] And of Naphtali a thousand captains, and with them thirty-seven thousand with shield and spear. …

Exodus 10:7 (JND) [7] And Pharaoh's bondmen said to him, How long shall this man be a snare to us? let the men go, that they may serve Jehovah their God: dost thou not yet know that Egypt is ruined?

Hebrews 2:14-15 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil; [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Psalms 114:3 (JND) [3] The sea saw it and fled, the Jordan turned back;

Luke 22:44 (JND) [44] And being in conflict he prayed more intently. And his sweat became as great drops of blood, falling down upon the earth.

John 19:30 (JND) [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit.

2 Timothy 1:10 (JND) [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings;

Joshua 5:13-14 (JND) [13] And it came to pass when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there stood a man before him with his sword drawn in his hand. And Joshua went to him, and said to him: Art thou for us, or for our enemies? [14] And he said, No; for [as] captain of the army of Jehovah am I now come. Then Joshua fell upon his face to the earth, and worshipped, and said to him, What saith my lord unto his servant?

Ephesians 6:10 (JND) [10] For the rest, brethren, be strong in [the] Lord, and in the might of his strength.

1 Corinthians 15:23 (JND) [23] But each in his own rank: [the] first-fruits, Christ; then those that are the Christ's at his coming.

John 5:28 (JND) [28] Wonder not at this, for an hour is coming in which all who are in the tombs shall hear his voice,

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

Daniel 8:25 (JND) [25] And through his cunning shall he cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he will magnify [himself] in his heart, and by prosperity will corrupt many; and he will stand up against the Prince of princes: but he shall be broken without hand.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 19:20 (JND) [20] And the beast was taken, and the false prophet that [was] with him, who wrought the signs before him by which he deceived them that received the mark of the beast, and those that worship his image. Alive were both cast into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone;

Ezekiel 39:1 (JND) [1] And thou, son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith the Lord Jehovah: Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal;

Psalms 24 (JND) [1] {Of David. A Psalm.} The earth is Jehovah's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. [2] For it was he that founded it upon seas, and established it upon floods. [3] Who shall ascend into the mount of Jehovah? and who shall stand in his holy place? …

Philippians 2:10 (JND) [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings],

Jude 1:6 (JND) [6] And angels who had not kept their own original state, but had abandoned their own dwelling, he keeps in eternal chains under gloomy darkness, to [the] judgment of [the] great day;

1 Samuel 18:7 (JND) [7] And the women answered [one another] as they played, and said, Saul hath smitten his thousands, And David his ten thousands.

2 Samuel 5:9 (JND) [9] So David dwelt in the stronghold, and called it the city of David. And David built round about from the Millo and inward.

Jude 1:3 (JND) [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

Revelation 3:11 (JND) [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Micah 5:2 (JND) [2] (And thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, little to be among the thousands of Judah, out of thee shall he come forth unto me [who is] to be Ruler in Israel: whose goings forth are from of old, from the days of eternity.)

Luke 2:4 (JND) [4] and Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city Nazareth to Judaea, to David's city, the which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,

Philippians 2 (JND) [1] If then [there be] any comfort in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of [the] Spirit, if any bowels and compassions, [2] fulfil my joy, that ye may think the same thing, having the same love, joined in soul, thinking one thing; [3] [let] nothing [be] in the spirit of strife or vain glory, but, in lowliness of mind, each esteeming the other as more excellent than themselves; …

1 Corinthians 10 (JND) [1] For I would not have you ignorant, brethren, that all our fathers were under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; [2] and all were baptised unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; [3] and all ate the same spiritual food, …



“TOGETHER”

A. J. E. Temple 

Genesis 22: 4–9; Romans 16: 3, 4 

I am touched, beloved, by what our brother said 

in prayer as to our brethren doing things together. That should always characterize the way we act. Our brother had in mind, of course, particularly our young brethren who have been married today, but it would be seen in the way we act in our local assemblies; it should be seen in that relation to which our brother was referring, husband and wife. 

Before I turned to Romans 16, well used on occasions like this, I felt constrained to read from Genesis 22 where we have these two references to “And they went both of them together”. 

What lies behind our being together this afternoon at the time of a marriage, a time of ministry, a time when we are happy to commend to the Lord our young brethren who have been married today? What marks an occasion like this off from worldly marriages? (What a low standard there so often is—with persons in the world and their marriages right from the day, of the marriage, and, alas, in these days, in the time before the marriages). Remember. 

Abraham had himself been called out from the midst of idolatry, and now he is entrusted by God in this way, and Abraham and Isaac “went both of them together”. What marks the occasion of a marriage of believers, a marriage which we verily can see as a marriage in the Lord, what marks it out, beloved, is the work of God, and the way that God has gone on Himself. So I read of the Father and the Son typically, and the way that They went together to lay that great basis that there might be blessing for man. This would make us think of the way the gospel has secured so many. Were it not for the gospel our brethren would not have found themselves together; and were it not for the pathway we enjoy, what God has done, and the fellowship that He has given us, our brethren would not have found themselves together, but behind all that lies the way that God has acted, the Father and the Son have gone together to that great sacrifice. What a cost to the Father! What 

a cost to the Son! 

May we ever bear in mind that behind our being able to have a happy occasion like this is that we are together because of the work of God, the work of God in our brother and the work of God in our sister. But the fact that God has laid the great and glorious foundation, the precious work of Christ, lies behind it all. May our brethren ever keep that in their view in the whole of their pathway together, be it long, be it short—for we indeed look for the coming of our Lord Jesus to take away all the saints. As I said, I felt constrained to speak firstly of “And they went both of them together”. 

In Romans 16 also we get persons who had done things together, who had thought together, moved together, been in fellowship together, served together. This had reached right to this point that Paul says, “who for my life staked their own neck”. It had reached such a point that two persons are seen as having one neck. Oh what profit there can be from such a marriage as is seen with Prisca and Aquila. We have often spoken of the three times in which the husband is mentioned first, and the three times in which the wife is mentioned first. I know of no other husband and wife who are mentioned six times together in the New Testament, and what is seen is that they had one neck. 

O, beloved, I think that our brother’s prayer would lead on to this, doing things together. It may not come to hazarding the neck, as it did with Aquila and Priscilla in those dangerous days, but having one neck can be seen in our day, one neck for the testimony, one neck in support of the truth, for it was for Paul they staked their own neck. O, beloved, what potential! I thought as sitting here what potential there is from a marriage, right 

through to this point of having “staked their own neck”, of having one neck. May our beloved young brethren who have been married today reach through to this, for the Lord’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Genesis 22:4-9 (JND) [4] On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. [5] And Abraham said to his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. [6] And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and the knife, and they went both of them together. [7] And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father, and said, My father! And he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the sheep for a burnt-offering? [8] And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself with the sheep for a burnt-offering. And they went both of them together. [9] And they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built the altar there, and piled the wood; and he bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood.

Romans 16:3-4 (JND) [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, [4] (who for my life staked their own neck; to whom not *I* only am thankful, but also all the assemblies of the nations,)

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …

Genesis 22 (JND) [1] And it came to pass after these things, that God tried Abraham, and said to him, Abraham! and he said, Here am I. [2] And he said, Take now thy son, thine only [son], whom thou lovest, Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah, and there offer him up for a burnt-offering on one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. [3] And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offering, and rose up and went to the place that God had told him of. …

Romans 16 (JND) [1] But I commend to you Phoebe, our sister, who is minister of the assembly which is in Cenchrea; [2] that ye may receive her in [the] Lord worthily of saints, and that ye may assist her in whatever matter she has need of you; for *she* also has been a helper of many, and of myself. [3] Salute Prisca and Aquila, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus, …



“THY MAKER IS THY HUSBAND”

N. T. Meek 

Isaiah 54: 5; 62: 1–5 

I suppose these scriptures refer directly to Israel, but I take liberty to apply them, dear brethren, to ourselves. It says in chapter 54 “For thy Maker is thy husband”. One who is great enough to be the Maker is the Husband with all the resource that that infers. He is a Husband; One who cares for His wife; the husband is at hand; when problems arise he has resource. We often feel we are limited, those of us who are married; we often feel that our resource is limited; problems arise and situations and we often feel limited, and it is well we should; no doubt it is part of our education. We can always turn to our Maker. How many matters can be resolved by turning to our Maker. He can do things, dear brethren, that we cannot do—look what He has done for the weather today! Most of us have been thinking about it during the past week, looking at the gloom and the rain and the snow. “Thy Maker is thy husband”; He has resource. He can do things. I just commend this simple idea to our beloved young brethren, but to us all also, that He can make things work. He can make situations develop; you keep in prayer about it, and He will not only then make them work but He is a Husband. 

There is something very touching and affectionate about that. He is very near; in the times of stress He husbands things along, helps 

things along. And I have no doubt, dear brethren, that in the principle of it our local assemblies also require these makers and husbands; persons who are available with an answer. How often we feel we are in an impasse. The more we draw from Christ the more we will be available to help the local brethren. 

I read in chapter 62. Locally we seem to have got on to a run of typical books in our weeknight readings, but they are very beautiful, very rich. These things are said about the remnant, but we can catch the spirit of them in relation to our local gatherings. It says “thou shalt be called, My delight is in her”; that is the land; God is going to say, “My delight is in her”, and, dear brethren, whilst He waits to say that to Israel, to the nation, may we not think of our local assemblies and God saying, “My delight is in her”? That is what He wants to say, beloved; that would be normal, and in a certain sense, if one may say it reverently, there is a joy to God Himself to say, “My delight is in her”. Let us hold that; let us hold the idea in our affections; let us hold it as an object, and in our gatherings, even if we are very small, relatively small anyway, let us carry the impression that God is finding delight in the gathering, and let it be so, let there be a basis for Him to say it. Of course, we should also have delight in one another; we come together week by week and it has been said that the first thing we do is to look at the brethren, look at one another, and carry that forward in our affections, Let it develop, let the idea develop until as God looks down upon our localities. 

Birmingham, or wherever it may be. He says, That is how I like it—“My delight is in her”. 

Then it says, “and thy land, Married; for Jehovah delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. For as a young man marrieth a virgin, shall thy sons marry thee”. I would just like to apply that to young men and young women getting to love the local position, and to marry it, that is, to support it, to take up your obligation in relation to it, your local position. Do not chafe; do not let us chafe, dear brethren, in our local positions—they are small, and weak often. Maybe you would like to be in a city, a large city, with all the comings and goings and the visitors that come in and out in a city constantly; it is all very fine and in a certain sense stimulating, but let you and me marry the local position, let us be committed to it, so “shall thy sons marry thee”. This is a time, prophetically, when everything will become, or start to become, ascendant. It may have been long on the plateau, on the level, and it will start to become ascendant—it is a more blessed thing to marry it now while we are still in the scene of problems and difficulty. The Lord gives us an opportunity at the present time, I am sure, to marry in this sense, to commit ourselves to the local assembly; “shall thy sons marry thee”, it says. I suppose it means there will be a surge of devotion and of committal. We have been hearing about that recently, committal and consecration; do not let us forget these expressions—so “shall thy sons marry thee”. 

Well, our brother and his wife have an opportunity to marry in that sense, to commit themselves to the local gathering in Birmingham. May they do it—I have a certain confidence that they will, and it is extant in some localities to greater or less degree; let it be increasing—so “shall thy sons marry thee”. Dear brethren, we shall look down, we shall look down from heaven when these things literally take place on the earth, and we shall recognize the spirit and character of it as something that we knew in our own day. Do not let 

us miss it. May the Lord encourage us and our dear brother and sister and the parents and grandparents in both families. May the Lord encourage them all and us all for His name’s sake. 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 54:5 (JND) [5] For thy Maker is thy husband: Jehovah of hosts is his name, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: the God of the whole earth shall he be called.

Isaiah 62:1-5 (JND) [1] For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be still, until her righteousness go forth as brightness, and her salvation as a torch that burneth. [2] And the nations shall see thy righteousness, and all kings thy glory; and thou shalt be called by a new name, which the mouth of Jehovah will name. [3] And thou shalt be a crown of beauty in the hand of Jehovah, and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God. [4] Thou shalt no more be termed, Forsaken; neither shall thy land any more be termed, Desolate: but thou shalt be called, My delight is in her, and thy land, Married; for Jehovah delighteth in thee, and thy land shall be married. [5] For [as] a young man marrieth a virgin, shall thy sons marry thee; and with the joy of the bridegroom over the bride, shall thy God rejoice over thee.



WHAT IS OUR OWN

R. D. Plant 

Ephesians 5: 22–29; Acts 4: 23, 24, 31–35; 2 Kings 4: 12, 13 

The brethren will see that these scriptures speak of what is our own. The scripture in Ephesians speaks about “your own husbands”, and “your own wives”, in Acts “their own company”, and in Kings “mine own people”. It is very affecting, beloved brethren, that as Paul parts tearfully from the company at Ephesus he speaks about ““the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own”. It is a wonderful thing when love operates. Christianity is a system which is dominated by love, by affection, and it is a very wonderful thing when we are moved from our hearts as to things. 

Sometimes our conscience tells us we ought to do certain things, and sometimes we do things as a duty, but the greatest motivation of all is when we do things from our heart. I believe these last days in which we are, the last days of the assembly’ history on earth, are increasingly to be marked by persons who are doing what they are doing because they are doing it in affection; not only because it is the right thing to do, not only because it is the right place to go, but because they are like Jonathan of old who loved David “as his own soul”, 1 Samuel 18: 3. I believe that at the end of this dispensation that will be the distinctive feature, that things are done out of affection rather than only from our intelligence. Of course, we need intelligence in divine things, but you consider our beloved young brother and sister, who have yielded themselves to each other in marriage and all that that will involve, and there is a bond of affection there. Beloved brethren, I do believe that the Lord may be saying something to us about “your own husbands”, “your own wives”, “their own company”, and “mine own people”. Certainly the enemy is attacking all those things. 

I could not read a better chapter than this in Ephesians. It is not a corrective book but gives this wonderful setting out of things from the highest standpoint. It says, “as the Christ also loved the assembly”. What greater standard could, there be than that? But it is a very fine thing for our young brethren to work out this matter of ‘my own husband’ and ‘my own wife’. Let there be something special in that, beloved. It is not that things are held selfishly, but there is a strong bond of affection; there is something that is not to be easily let go. Let us not in Christianity easily let things go. In Judges, where people went on crooked paths, the roads were not used (Judges 5: 6); it is almost as if everything was falling into decay; places were falling into decay; persons were not visiting there any more, and what happened? You get one woman who says, “until that I Deborah arose”. She moved in affection and the decline stopped. Beloved, it is a very heartening thing to see every evidence among us of affection because I believe that is something which must be seen at the end of the day. 

So I do not speak about the teaching of the chapter, but it is a precious section of Scripture. It speaks about Christ as Head of the assembly; He is Saviour of the body, and “even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything”. These are very precious things. Things are held lightly around us, as our brother has said. Marriage is held lightly; every institution which God set up at the outset, so precious and so perfect, has been intruded on by the will of man, and sin, and spoiled publicly, and yet here we may in some little measure in our own circumstances work out the preciousness of these thoughts. Then, “Husbands, love your own wives”. We all know what it is to have our own Saviour, now our brother and sister in this relationship can touch upon something that is new—her own husband and his own wife. This is something I would commend to our brethren that they might seize this special opportunity, as taking a fresh step, to make a fresh committal; indeed it is an opportunity for all of us to make a fresh committal in affection, where we might leave aside some of the wretched and mean things that sometimes can occupy us. The reason we are here, beloved, is because God has moved in so great a way, as in that wonderful hymn that we sometimes sing— 

‘What was it, blessed God, 

Led Thee to give Thy Son?’ 

We are here today, beloved brethren, because God has operated in wonderful love that has wrought and secured each one of us. And now let our young brethren, in the near relationship they now have, and as being with God in it, enjoy it to the full, and as having something precious from God which can be worked out, become an asset in the local assembly. 

In Acts you get this reference to Peter and John, “And having been let go, they came to their own company”. What a company it was! They had all things in common there. “And the heart and soul of the multitude of those that had believed 

were one”—What a company it is! I will not only say, What a company it was, but What a company it is. You do not need a chapter and verse exactly to understand what this is; it is something that lives in the affections of every one of us here. So if “they came to their own company” we know what it means. We understand what it means in our own experience, beloved, and what a privilege it is that we can speak of it in such a simple and humble way, as our brother has just indicated. Let us be committed to it, not just as a matter of duty, but as coming to our own company truly to enter into the experience of what it is, where in a sense everything is put into one substantial whole and all benefit from it. 

The unity of the Spirit is to be maintained by us, but we have to be lowly about it; we will have to be longsuffering with one another, we will have to bear with one another in love; that is what the Scripture says. Why is it that sometimes as time goes on some seem to become less committed to this thought of our own company? May we be stirred in our affections today and yield ourselves again freshly, as our brother and sister I am sure will do, and be glad to be amongst those who make up this wonderful matter of “their own company”. 

Finally this woman in 2 Kings; she says, “I dwell among mine own people”. You may say it is the same thing, but I think it is a little bit different. She says, “I dwell among mine own people”, and gathered here are some of them today, beloved, young ones, older ones, coming to a meeting like this, speaking to one another, knowing one another. What a fine thing it is—some have gone through sorrowful exercises, some through joyful experiences. We can come here and enjoy not only the gatherings but we can enjoy one another. I commend this to our young brethren as one of the blessings that we have at the present time. It is not only our own company, not only this near relationship that they have, but they have a privilege that they can speak about “my own people”. Let us go in for that; find out what our own people are, share with the saints what life involves, and learn the blessedness of how the Lord Jesus has operated in the hearts of young and old; and believe me, beloved, there is a lot of His work in the hearts of young people today. Thank God for it, that even though there is much smallness in many places there are many young people who are interested in the Lord Jesus. Thank God for that! Let them, and let us all, grow in our interest in one another, not working upon the weakness that you find, but finding out the strengths of His work in each one. What a privilege our young brother and sister have in this day, in these last days of the church’s history here; what a privilege we all have, beloved, in these things we can call our own, not selfishly, but in the bonds of affection. May we each be encouraged in it for His name’s sake. 

Words at the marriage of Mr. J. Bedford and Miss M. Hawkins. Richmond
8 April 1989




Scripture references

Ephesians 5:22-29 (JND) [22] Wives, [submit yourselves] to your own husbands, as to the Lord, [23] for a husband is head of the wife, as also the Christ [is] head of the assembly. *He* [is] Saviour of the body. [24] But even as the assembly is subjected to the Christ, so also wives to their own husbands in everything. [25] Husbands, love your own wives, even as the Christ also loved the assembly, and has delivered himself up for it, [26] in order that he might sanctify it, purifying [it] by the washing of water by [the] word, [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:

Acts 4:23-35 (JND) [23] And having been let go, they came to their own [company], and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. [24] And they, having heard [it], lifted up [their] voice with one accord to God, and said, Lord, *thou* art the God who made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them; [25] who hast said by the mouth of thy servant David, Why have [the] nations raged haughtily and [the] peoples meditated vain things? [26] The kings of the earth were there, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord and against his Christ. [27] For in truth against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou hadst anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with [the] nations, and peoples of Israel, have been gathered together in this city [28] to do whatever thy hand and thy counsel had determined before should come to pass. [29] And now, Lord, look upon their threatenings, and give to thy bondmen with all boldness to speak thy word, [30] in that thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and that signs and wonders take place through the name of thy holy servant Jesus. [31] And when they had prayed, the place in which they were assembled shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and spoke the word of God with boldness. [32] And the heart and soul of the multitude of those that had believed were one, and not one said that anything of what he possessed was his own, but all things were common to them; [33] and with great power did the apostles give witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. [34] For neither was there any one in want among them; for as many as were owners of lands or houses, selling them, brought the price of what was sold …

2 Kings 4:12-13 (JND) [12] And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And he called her, and she stood before him. [13] And he said to him, Say now to her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she said, I dwell among mine own people.

1 Samuel 18:3 (JND) [3] And Jonathan and David made a covenant, because he loved him as his own soul.

Judges 5:6 (JND) [6] In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, in the days of Jael, The roads were unused, and the travellers on highways went by crooked paths.



EXTRACT





I find the constant tendency even of work for the Lord, and an active mind, ever is to take us out of the presence of God … God present puts us in our place, and Himself in His place in our hearts; and what confidence that gives, and how self is gone in joy! Our great affair is to keep in His presence. 

J. N. Darby (‘Pilgrim Portions’, p.83) 
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