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WHERE ARE YOU?


Genesis 3:10 (to “thou?”);  Revelation 20:11-15;  21:1;

1 John 3:1-3

I have been impressed by these three words in Genesis: “Where art thou?”  That is God’s word to each one of us tonight: ‘Where are you?’.  Where are you in relation to God, in relation to your sins, in relation to your never-dying soul.  Where are you in relation to your eternal destiny?  Then for those of us who, through grace, are believers, where are we in soul progress, where are we in relation to growth?  Are we growing by the true knowledge of God, or am I following some other path?

In Genesis 3, we have God’s account of what happened when man disobeyed Him.  People in the world might say that that is just a fable, but this account gives us the kernel of, and the reason for, all the terrible problems that are in the world today, all the fruit of man’s disobedience.  First, we have the account of creation: “In the beginning God …”.  How important it is to lay hold by faith that “the worlds were framed by the word of God” Heb.11:3.  There are many different theories about the origins of the universe, but you can simply cling in faith to the word of God: “In the beginning God …”.  We have the account of the creation through to the top stone of it – God making man.  No other creature was breathed into as Adam was at the beginning of chapter 2; what a link there was between Jehovah Elohim and His creature, man.  Then we get God’s consideration for man; “It is not good that Man should be alone” (v.18), and we have Eve being built by God from man.  I feel that these truths should be before us, because they are assailed and under attack in today’s education system.  It is simple faith that will hold us in these days; we need faith to believe the glad tidings and I would seek to present the word “on the principle of faith, to faith”, Rom.1:17.  

Man was the top stone of God’s creation, and Jehovah Elohim was walking in the garden in the cool of the day (v.8).  He was looking for something from man, but what had happened?  How sobering it is that Adam and Eve had believed the word of the serpent; they had trusted Satan rather than God.  These insidious suggestions mark this world and deceive those who listen to them.  In Revelation, you see Satan going out to deceive the nations (Rev.20:8).  Satan would deceive you by putting a facade on this world: he would seek to make it and its prospects seem bright, but it has been described as only froth on the cup of disappointment of this world1.  Let each one of us know where we stand.  Romans 5 says “by the offence of the one death reigned by the one” and then “by the disobedience of the one man” (vv.17,19) – that was Adam.  In a state of innocence, there was only one thing that Adam and Eve had been told by God not to do, and that was to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  The devil had suggested that God was withholding good things from them and that if they ate of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, they would be as God.  God had placed them in the garden of Eden where everything was so favourable to them, but they disobeyed God, and in trusting Satan rather than God, all they obtained was the knowledge that they were naked.  They were certainly not as God; He is holy, and we are not like that naturally.  

So Jehovah said these three words: “Where art thou?”.  Through the fall of man, distance had come in, but then we see God’s love in His seeking Adam.  God was not giving Adam and Eve up; He wanted to speak to them.  What God did not say speaks volumes.  He did not say ‘You have failed me, you have disappointed me’.  No, and in the glad tidings we are not preaching judgment.  We will touch on judgment later, but there is blessing available for you now: today is the day of salvation (2 Cor.6:2).  We marvel at God’s long-suffering, at His goodness in providing another opportunity to hear the glad tidings.  But can you answer the question: Where are you?  Where are you in relation to God, in relation to Christ?  The Saviour God desires your blessing.  It is plain to see that Satan is the enemy of your soul.  Let none of us be deceived; it says that Satan transforms himself into an angel of light (2 Cor.11:14).  It has been said that Satan’s master stroke is to deceive people so that they do not even believe that he exists.  But he does, and he is seeking your destruction, to spoil what is for God and to keep you away from God.  

Who are you listening to?  That would be another question for us all.  Are you listening to God’s word in the glad tidings, to God’s overtures in grace?  Or are you listening to another voice?  Adam had listened to another voice.  It is most striking what he said: “I heard thy voice in the garden, and I feared”.  Oh friend, do you fear in relation to your never-dying soul?  If you do, it shows that your conscience is working. In coming to Christ, there is no need to fear.  There is no fear in love, “perfect love casts out fear”, 1 John 4:18.  What we present to you in the glad tidings is God’s perfect love shown out in what took place on the cross.  Adam almost blamed God; he said, “The woman, whom thou hast given to be with me …” (v.12).  He suggested that she was the problem, and blamed her; “she gave me of the tree, and I ate”.  It is most important that you are convicted that you personally are a sinner.  It is easy to look around and point out other persons who you think are worse than you are, but that will not do.  Where are you?  If you are convicted that you are a judgment-deserving sinner in the eyes of a holy and righteous God, all that you can look for is the mercy of God.  

I trust you have been brought to that position.  Perhaps you have been convicted in a previous gospel preaching and have said, I will see about that next week.  There were those in Acts 17 who said, “We will hear thee again also concerning this” (v.32).  Do not be like that.  You must make that move now, reach out in faith and lay claim to the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour.  We were affected in the reading by where He is: He is in heaven as a glorious Saviour!  He is the Saviour who suffered, His blood has been shed, He went into the grave and He has borne the judgment that lay upon all those who believe in Him.  God had said to the devil, referring to the seed of the woman, “he shall crush thy head”, Gen.3:15.  God was speaking about Christ, the perfect One who all these four thousand or so years later would be born in Bethlehem’s manger.  It is lovely to think of that.  Adam was placed in the best of circumstances in the garden of Eden.  He had everything that he could have desired, food that was good, no pruning or cutting of the grass needed.  He was placed in an area that God had designed, paradise on earth, yet, as Mr Darby says, the first thing that Adam did was to fail2.  Christ could choose and command, the One who was in the form of God, the One who as God had neither beginning of days nor end of life (Heb.7:3).  It was Christ’s own act to come into a world where there was no room for Him when He was laid in a manger in Bethlehem.  Our hymn said:

‘If sinners ever were to know

   The depths of love divine’    (Hymn 431).

God chose that way; it was divinely appointed.  For there to be blessing for you, Christ had to come into this scene and take your place – Christ the perfect Man, the Man for your affections, the Man who is waiting for you! 

Where are you in relation to Christ?  Where do you stand in relation to God’s Man?  Each one of us has sinned and come short of the glory of God (Rom.3:23), and Christ sets forth the glory of God.  He sets forth every wonderful feature of what God is towards man, as the hymn says:

‘The light of mercy dawned on man’        (Hymn 366). 

So the curse was not put on Adam, it was put on the serpent, and the Bible gives us the working out of good and evil.  We started with the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and we see the resolution of these matters at the cross.  There was a time when the Lord Jesus was forsaken, He who was so pleasing to His God and Father, gladdening His heart at every step of the way – the only Man who has fully pleased God.  In Psalm 22 we have prophetically the words of the Lord Jesus; “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning?  My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me” (vv.1,2).  The Lord Jesus took the sinner’s place.  He had to go into the distance and had to face being forsaken on the cross because He was made sin, and in all this, He glorified God in relation to sin.  God had been outraged by the incoming of sin; it is lawlessness (1 John 3:4), it is disobedience, doing what we want.  The Lord Jesus “hated lawlessness” (Heb.1:9) because of how it affected God and intruded on His rights.  I think He also hated it because of the impact it had on the creature, on each one of us, the havoc it has wreaked on the human race.  If you are still in your sins, you are in a perilous position, but because of the judgment that Jesus has borne, because He has suffered and died, and His blood has been shed, I can point you to the Saviour where He is, risen and glorified!  We can say that Christ has died to make salvation available to all, but for you to come into the good of Christ bearing your sins, you must trust in Him and then you will be able to answer the question ‘Where are you?’.  You are safe in the arms of Jesus, resting in that One in all the glory of His work and His present position. 

Romans 5 says, “we shall be saved in the power of his life” (v.10).  Jesus has died for us and He lives for us and He is coming again for all who believe in Him.  Oh, where are you in relation to Christ and to God, in relation to your sins?  I can say my sins have been put away behind God’s back: “As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us”, Ps.103:12.  Can you say that?  Satan may suggest that you have failed so badly that you are not saved at all, and maybe we become burdened, but the simplest cry of faith will be answered.  The jailor at Philippi was saved as soon as he accepted the Lord Jesus as Saviour.  As believers, we should spend the rest of our lives growing in our appreciation of Christ and His work, and enjoying the blessings He gives, but it is open to the simplest soul.  How many people have been convicted by one verse of scripture, or by a very simple or hesitant preaching, but if they believe, they are saved, and their eternal destiny is secure.

But to have full assurance and enjoyment, we must have the Holy Spirit.  Where are you in relation to the Holy Spirit?  He is a glorious divine Person come forth from the Father to indwell believers.  It would be normal for believers to have the Holy Spirit, but it is not automatic.  If you are in your sins, you can cry out in repentance and in faith, ‘Lord save me’; you can ask the Lord Jesus to take that burden from you.  You can say to Him, ‘I know that You stood in my place’; that is substitution.  We must know the Lord Jesus as our Substitute, that is He suffered and died for me.  By that work, God has been propitiated, He has been glorified by the work of Jesus in relation to the meeting of sins.  These are great truths, but we will not progress along the way unless we know the power of the Holy Spirit.  Ask for the Holy Spirit and God will give Him to you.  It is a great proof of having our sins forgiven that we want to ask for the Spirit.  God would give us the enjoyment of having our sins forgiven and it is to be enjoyed, it is something to be thankful for, something to praise God for.

I trust none of us will be at this scene at the great white throne.  Think of the purity of that scene.  In the book of Esther chapter 8, the king held out the sceptre to Esther; the throne was favourable there (v.4).  God’s throne is favourable tonight, and if you come to Christ in repentance, you will find a mercy-seat.  We know that righteousness and judgment are the foundations of God’s throne (Ps.89:14) and it is favourable; there is nothing but blessing.  The needy sinner who comes will find nothing but mercy, nothing but a warm reception.  It is also true that the Lord Jesus is coming soon to take all His own to be with Himself.  Every single blood-bought saint of His who is alive when He comes, and all those who have died in faith, will be taken to be with Him.  Where are you – will you be among them?  I trust that you will.  John writes, “I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it”: it is the Lord Jesus, but at that future time He will take the character of a judge.  Do you know the face of Jesus?  We will soon actually see Him, but by faith we can see His face now, which was once marred more than any man (Isa.52:14).  But Revelation refers to a time to come when the face of the One on the throne will be such that the earth and heaven will flee and “place was not found for them”.  It is the scene of the judgment of all who have died in their sins.

This is part of the truth of the glad tidings, because God in His goodness does not hide things from us.  He makes things plain, that if we die in our sins, we will be raised in our sins.  You might ask, Where is the glad tidings in that?  Well, each one of us in this room through God’s mercy is alive, and we can come to Christ and shelter under His atoning work by repenting of our sins.  In Luke 16, the Lord speaks about Lazarus and the rich man, and Abraham says to the rich man, “between us and you a great chasm is fixed” (v.26).  That is what will be then; a great chasm fixed between the lost and the saved.  But if at this present moment you are still in that category of being lost, you can join those who are enjoying mercy now, who have found the Saviour and are no longer lost! 

Is your name written in the book of life?  How utterly fair God is.  Books will be opened; there are no mistakes with God, the mistakes are all on our side.  God will judge then according to the things written in the books, according to those persons’ works.  You get the sea giving up its dead; “they were judged each according to their works”.  It is a necessary part of the righteousness of God that there should be such a scene.  At the cross, the great matters of good and evil, of righteousness, were worked out, but sins that are not repented of will be suffered for.  We see the lake of fire here.  It was not prepared for man, it was prepared for the devil and his angels, but how solemn that those who die in their sins will be cast into the lake of fire.  We trust that it will not be the portion of any here.  We may think about persons with whom we are at school or work or are neighbours –  we need to be urgent in season and out of season in presenting God’s word to them.  Each one of us here is favoured to have been at a gospel preaching most weeks for many years.  There are people who have not heard the gospel but God will ensure that they have had opportunities; He is infinitely fair.  Every mouth will be stopped at this scene; no one will be able to say, I did not have a chance.  But dear friend, your opportunity is now!  Where are you in relation to the Saviour?  You can have your eternal destiny secured.  For the lost it will be one endless night of woe, but for the saved it will be a glorious and endless nearness to Christ.  Someone once spoke about the delightful surprises that will greet believers in heaven.  I love that touch.

Revelation 21 shows that the heavens and earth will have served their purpose.  There is concern about what will happen to the earth, but we can have peace about that; the earth and heavens, the scene of God’s grace and operations, will be rolled up.  Where will you be then?  I trust that you will be in the eternal scene with Christ.  In the next few verses, we get one of the few descriptions of eternity in Scripture.  How lovely it is – nearness to God, the dwelling of God being with men, and His own action in wiping away every tear from their eyes.  How tender God is.  God desired to be with Adam in the garden and His desire is still that man should be near Him.  Adam was in innocence before he sinned, but believers know God’s love, know God’s forgiveness, know what it is to be justified and reconciled, to have the Spirit, to know what it is to be sons, and to prove the priesthood of Christ.  We will see in the eternal day the results of the wisdom of Godt.

1 John 3 says “See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called the children of God”.  God’s desire is for each one of us to be one of His children, to be of the family of God, take character from Him and to know the love that the Father has given to us that we should be called the children of God.  What dignity, what joy, that God should involve us in His plans.  Then, “For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not”.  The world is going on to destruction, for it has a moral character completely different from what is of God.  Peter refers to the sink of corruption in this world (1 Pet.4:4); that is why the world does not know us, because it did not know the Lord.  As children of God, believers are to derive their lives, their moral being and existence, from Christ.  What we shall be has not yet been manifested; John may be speaking of our body of glory – we know that it will be wonderful, but we do not know much about it.  John says, “if it is manifested” – that is not an “if” of doubt but of consequence – “we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is”.  We are in relation to that scene.  Faith longs for that time when we shall see the Lord Jesus in actuality.  He remains a Man for ever, and we cannot limit Him, but we shall see the glory of God in Christ, the glory of God in the face of that blessed One.  It could be at any moment.  How we long for it!  

But there is a moral edge to this: “every one that has this hope”, that is, I trust, each one of us here, “purifies himself, even as he”, that is, the Lord Jesus, “is pure”.  Sometimes we fall short and think we are not as we should be, but this scripture would help us in practical purity.  We have the hope of seeing the Lord Jesus as He is, of being like Him, and we are to purify ourselves even as He is pure.  You may say that is an impossibly high standard.  It is a high standard, but it would not be in the Scriptures if it was not possible.  God has taken infinite pleasure in Christ, and now He is taking pleasure in believers who have the hope of being with Christ and seeing Him, and in the light of that hope within them are purifying themselves.  What resources are available in the advocacy and priesthood of Christ, and the support of the Holy Spirit.

Well, where are we in relation to the truth?  Is what is true of me as a believer standing in Christ true about me?  We are not looking to make a show of it, but can persons take account of the features of the Lord Jesus in us?.  Can they see some evidence of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:22)?  Long-suffering, meekness – all these beautiful features that marked the Lord Jesus are to mark us.

I just leave the question – where are you in relation to the Saviour, where are you in relation to God?  Is each of us assured that we are saved, that our sins have been forgiven?  Then where are we in relation to soul progress, in relation to my understanding of the Scriptures and the glories of the Lord Jesus?  Are they the same as a year ago, or have they increased?  Our progress should be “manifest to all” (1 Tim.4:15).  There is that which takes place between ourselves and divine Persons in private, but there should also be what can be seen for God’s glory.  It is all part of the body and its self-building up in love (Eph.4:16); it is all to do with these finishing touches, so that the Spirit and the bride can say “Come”, Rev.22.17.  May each one of us be encouraged, and assured of where we stand as believers in the Lord Jesus, for His name’s sake.

Preaching of the gospel, Linlithgow

8 November 2020

 

A Barrie Brown




Scripture references

Genesis 3:10 (JND) [10] And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I feared, because I am naked; and I hid myself.

Revelation 20:11-15 (JND) [11] And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them. [12] And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is [that] of life. And the dead were judged out of the things written in the books according to their works. [13] And the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it, and death and hades gave up the dead which [were] in them; and they were judged each according to their works: [14] and death and hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, [even] the lake of fire. [15] And if any one was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:11-15 (JND) [11] And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled, and place was not found for them. [12] And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is [that] of life. And the dead were judged out of the things written in the books according to their works. [13] And the sea gave up the dead which [were] in it, and death and hades gave up the dead which [were] in them; and they were judged each according to their works: [14] and death and hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death, [even] the lake of fire. [15] And if any one was not found written in the book of life, he was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:1 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more.

1 John 3:1-3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

Genesis 3 (JND) [1] And the serpent was more crafty than any animal of the field which Jehovah Elohim had made. And it said to the woman, Is it even so, that God has said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? [2] And the woman said to the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden; [3] but of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, God has said, Ye shall not eat of it, and ye shall not touch it, lest ye die. …

Hebrews 11:3 (JND) [3] By faith we apprehend that the worlds were framed by [the] word of God, so that that which is seen should not take its origin from things which appear.

Romans 1:17 (JND) [17] for righteousness of God is revealed therein, on the principle of faith, to faith: according as it is written, But the just shall live by faith.

Revelation 20:8 (JND) [8] and shall go out to deceive the nations which [are] in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to the war, whose number [is] as the sand of the sea.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)

2 Corinthians 11:14 (JND) [14] And [it is] not wonderful, for Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.

2 Corinthians 11:14 (JND) [14] And [it is] not wonderful, for Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

1 John 4:18 (JND) [18] There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has torment, and he that fears has not been made perfect in love.

Acts 17 (JND) [1] And having journeyed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where was the synagogue of the Jews. [2] And according to Paul's custom he went in among them, and on three sabbaths reasoned with them from the scriptures, [3] opening and laying down that the Christ must have suffered and risen up from among the dead, and that this is the Christ, Jesus whom *I* announce to you. …

Genesis 3:15 (JND) [15] And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; he shall crush thy head, and thou shalt crush his heel.

Hebrews 7:3 (JND) [3] without father, without mother, without genealogy; having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but assimilated to the Son of God, abides a priest continually.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Psalms 22 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Aijeleth-Shahar. A Psalm of David.} My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] far from my salvation, from the words of my groaning? [2] My God, I cry by day, and thou answerest not; and by night, and there is no rest for me: [3] And thou art holy, thou that dwellest amid the praises of Israel. …

1 John 3:4 (JND) [4] Every one that practises sin practises also lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.

Hebrews 1:9 (JND) [9] Thou hast loved righteousness and hast hated lawlessness; therefore God, thy God, has anointed thee with oil of gladness above thy companions.

Romans 5 (JND) [1] Therefore having been justified on the principle of faith, we have peace towards God through our Lord Jesus Christ; [2] by whom we have also access by faith into this favour in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. [3] And not only [that], but we also boast in tribulations, knowing that tribulation works endurance; …

Psalms 103:12 (JND) [12] As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.

Esther 8 (JND) [1] On that day did king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews' oppressor to Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was to her. [2] And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. [3] And Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device which he had devised against the Jews. …

Esther 8 (JND) [1] On that day did king Ahasuerus give the house of Haman the Jews' oppressor to Esther the queen. And Mordecai came before the king; for Esther had told what he was to her. [2] And the king took off his ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave it to Mordecai. And Esther set Mordecai over the house of Haman. [3] And Esther spoke yet again before the king, and fell down at his feet, and besought him with tears to put away the mischief of Haman the Agagite, and his device which he had devised against the Jews. …

Psalms 89:14 (JND) [14] Righteousness and judgment are the foundation of thy throne; loving-kindness and truth go before thy face.

Isaiah 52:14 (JND) [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

Isaiah 52:14 (JND) [14] As many were astonished at thee his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the children of men

Luke 16 (JND) [1] And he said also to [his] disciples, There was a certain rich man who had a steward, and *he* was accused to him as wasting his goods. [2] And having called him, he said to him, What [is] this that I hear of thee? give the reckoning of thy stewardship, for thou canst be no longer steward. [3] And the steward said within himself, What shall I do; for my lord is taking the stewardship from me? I am not able to dig; I am ashamed to beg. …

Revelation 21 (JND) [1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea exists no more. [2] And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of the heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. [3] And I heard a loud voice out of the heaven, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God [is] with men, and he shall tabernacle with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, their God. …

1 John 3 (JND) [1] See what love the Father has given to us, that we should be called [the] children of God. For this reason the world knows us not, because it knew him not. [2] Beloved, now are we children of God, and what we shall be has not yet been manifested; we know that if it is manifested we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure. …

1 Peter 4:4 (JND) [4] Wherein they think it strange that ye run not with [them] to the same sink of corruption, speaking injuriously [of you];

Galatians 5:22 (JND) [22] But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, fidelity,

1 Timothy 4:15 (JND) [15] Occupy thyself with these things; be wholly in them, that thy progress may be manifest to all.

Ephesians 4:16 (JND) [16] from whom the whole body, fitted together, and connected by every joint of supply, according to [the] working in [its] measure of each one part, works for itself the increase of the body to its self-building up in love.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.



VERY MUCH BETTER






Job14:14  John 20:16 “Mary”

It says in this verse, “If a man die, shall he live again?”.  People have asked that question for centuries.  There is only one Person who has said “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages” (Rev.1:18) and that is the Lord Jesus Christ.  How wonderful, how blessed it is that the Lord Jesus has been through death and is living.  When the Lord Jesus was in Bethany at the time of  the death of Lazarus, Martha said to Him, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died”, John 11:21.  The Lord Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life: he that believes on me, though he have died, shall live” (v.25).  What words of comfort these are to us.  Jesus Christ has been into death, He has invaded the realm of death and conquered it.  How blessed that is.

Mr Darby when he was dying said, ‘Jesus Christ has been my Object’ and also ‘I wonder how the Saviour will greet me?’.  One of his hymns (Hymn 76) says:

‘There no stranger-God shall meet thee – …

He, who to His rest shall greet thee,

   Greets thee with a well-known love’.

It is a well-known love.  For the believer, we will meet Someone whom we know.  Men fear death, the fear of the unknown.  Scripture speaks of “all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage”, Heb.2:15.  That fear of death is upon all men, but what it is to have the assurance in our souls of the One who has set us free from that bondage.  Our brother had that assurance.

The Lord Jesus in His infinite wisdom had decided that our brother’s responsible pathway was to come to an end.  And it is not only better for him, it is very much better (Phil.1:23).  How comforting that is for our sister and the family at this time and in the days ahead.  For we have a hope in a Person.  It is not just hoping to go to heaven when we die.  It is a hope in a Person.  Paul spoke of “awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ”, Titus 2:13.  Peter could speak of it too, writing that He “has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from among the dead”, 1 Pet.1:3.  How wonderful that hope is.  It has a sanctifying effect; “every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as he” – that is Christ – “is pure”, 1 John 3:3.  We would take fresh assurance today from the home-going of our brother that there is a testimony which has been rendered to that hope.

So what is the answer to this verse, “If a man die, shall he live again?”.  I believe it is in the rest of the verse.  “All the days of my time of toil would I wait, till my change should come”.  Ah, that speaks prophetically of someone waiting for the change which will happen when the Lord Jesus comes for the living who remain (1 Thess.4:15).  He shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory (Phil.3:21).  We are soon to bury our brother’s body, but his soul – that is the essence of the person – is now with the blessed Saviour.  What blessedness and comfort there is in that.

I read in John 20 because Mary had gone to Jesus’ tomb with the disciples.  It was an empty tomb; the angels could say in another gospel, “Why seek ye the living one among the dead?  He is not here, but is risen”, Luke 24:5,6.  It says that she was weeping, she was distraught.  The Lord Jesus throughout His pathway had ministered comfort wherever He went.  Isaiah said of Him prophetically that He would “bind up the broken-hearted” (chap.61:1).  Then the Lord said, “Blessed they that mourn, for they shall be comforted”, Matt.5:4.  The Lord Jesus at every turn, even when the disciples would have moved Him on, took time to speak to persons.  He healed them, whether they were deaf, dumb, blind, even possessed by demons: whoever it was, He ministered comfort.  It is a great matter to be able to minister comfort, and the Lord Jesus did that.  Mary was bereft; she did not know what to do, and she mistook who He was – she thought that Jesus was the gardener.  But then the moment came when He said one word; “Mary”.  He could have said much more, for there was no one more able to do so than the Lord Jesus; He was the greatest teacher of all.  But He did not do that; He spoke a single word – “Mary”.  Isaiah speaks of God knowing how to succour by a word him that is weary (chap.50:4).  Jesus was risen, and that changed everything for Mary, and it changes everything for you and me.  That is why we have come here today, because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  So He ministered comfort, and Mary was able to become His messenger to the disciples.  That message now goes through the whole world and persons are believing that the Lord Jesus is risen from the dead.  How wonderful that is.

We all sympathise at this time with our sister and the family.  We are in the presence of death and the reality and finality of death is something that sobers us greatly.  Death has come in but for our brother, it is very much better.  That is a  comfort.  Isaiah says, “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people” (chap.40:1).  How good it is that comfort can be administered among us by the Lord Jesus.

May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake.

Adrian Buchan




Scripture references

Job 14:14 (JND) [14] (If a man die, shall he live [again]?) all the days of my time of toil would I wait, till my change should come:

Job 14:14 (JND) [14] (If a man die, shall he live [again]?) all the days of my time of toil would I wait, till my change should come:

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

John 20:16 (JND) [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher.

Revelation 1:18 (JND) [18] and the living one: and I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages, and have the keys of death and of hades.

John 11:21 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;

John 11:21 (JND) [21] Martha therefore said to Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died;

Hebrews 2:15 (JND) [15] and might set free all those who through fear of death through the whole of their life were subject to bondage.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Titus 2:13 (JND) [13] awaiting the blessed hope and appearing of the glory of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ;

1 Peter 1:3 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, according to his great mercy, has begotten us again to a living hope through [the] resurrection of Jesus Christ from among [the] dead,

1 John 3:3 (JND) [3] And every one that has this hope in him purifies himself, even as *he* is pure.

1 Thessalonians 4:15 (JND) [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep;

Philippians 3:21 (JND) [21] who shall transform our body of humiliation into conformity to his body of glory, according to the working of [the] power which he has even to subdue all things to himself.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

Luke 24:5-6 (JND) [5] And as they were filled with fear and bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them, Why seek ye the living one among the dead? [6] He is not here, but is risen: remember how he spoke to you, being yet in Galilee,

Matthew 5:4 (JND) [4] Blessed they that mourn, for *they* shall be comforted.



JESUS TRIUMPHANT






Revelation 1:17 (from “Fear not”),18;

John 11:11(from “Lazarus”),14,23

Our brother has said that it is a very sober matter to be in the presence of death, but how blessed that, in these circumstances, we can draw attention to these words of the Lord Jesus.  While we are in the presence of death, and while we do sorrow, we know, and I trust that each one of us here knows, the One who has been into death. It is a precious matter that the Lord Jesus has been into death;  He did so long before our brother died.  Our brother has died, but the Lord Jesus “became dead”.  What a distinction.  Jesus became dead and in that sense He became what He could not otherwise have become because death had no claim on Him.  Think of that, beloved; a blessed Man who went into death, yet death had no claim on Him whatsoever.  Death has a claim on every man, woman, boy and girl, because “the wages of sin is death” (Rom.6:23), but not on the Lord Jesus, the One who could say “I became dead”.  The Lord Jesus, the sinless One, yet made sin for us, went into death.  That Man, the Sustainer of life, went into death.  It was a miracle that the Lord Jesus died, because death had no claim on Him, yet He went into it and He broke its power. 

So He says, “I became dead, and behold, I am living to the ages of ages”.  Think of how Jesus went into death, but He came out of death triumphant:

‘Burst the portals of the grave’      (Hymn 414).

As out of death and living, He says that He has “the keys of death and of hades”.  No one can take these keys from the Lord Jesus.  They belong to Him.  He took them, you might say, out of the hands of the enemy, and now death has no claim on the Lord Jesus.  He is risen, He is ascended, He is glorified, and He is “living to the ages of ages”.  How blessed!  I trust that we all here have an eternal link with that blessed Man where He now is, risen and glorified.  Our brother had that link.

It affected me to think too of the Lord’s words and how His feelings come out in John 11.  He said, “Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep”.  That is what our brother was; he was a friend, but not only that, he was a brother, a brother who did not seek a place, a brother who went on quietly.  The brethren in this locality will know more than I do that he was a brother who, if something needed doing, would do it.  He was a friend of the Lord, a blessed matter.  He knew the Lord, and in his own way went on quietly with his own personal link with the Lord Jesus.  It shone out brightly in these recent times of illness.  He bore his illness quietly; you might say that he just went on with the Lord.  He proved that the Lord is “a friend that sticketh closer than a brother” (Prov.18:24), and it came out in our brother’s spirit.  

But then the Lord says, “Lazarus has died”.  Our brother has spoken about the finality of death, but it is not the end.  The Lord however did not leave it there; He says, “Thy brother shall rise again”.  This is the Lord’s answer to the question that our brother read about in Job 14.  How wonderful; what a triumph that death is not the end.  We will lay our brother’s body in the grave and we will commit it to the Lord, for the grave is just a temporary place.  Here are the Lord’s own words; “Thy brother shall rise again”.  Our brother will rise again, for the Lord is coming for all those who belong to Him.  I trust that we are all among those who are looking for that day when the Lord will come and claim those who belong to Him.  Our brother belongs to the Lord; he is His own, and it was the Lord Himself who put him to sleep.  “Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints”, Ps.116:15.  Our brother is now asleep through Jesus, awaiting that call, that triumphant call when the Lord Jesus will come and when these words that He said will become a reality; “Thy brother will rise again”.  The Lord Jesus is out of death, and when He comes, He will take those who belong to Him.  Our brother will be among those who have priority.  “The dead in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them” (1 Thess.4:17), a blessed matter.  What a hope we have in this glorious risen Saviour, the One who became dead and is now living to the ages of ages.

May our sister and the family be comforted by the knowledge that the Lord Jesus is taking account of everything.  He has taken account of our brother in his life, and been with him through his illness, through these times of trial, but that time is over because he is now with the Lord.  What the Lord Jesus has secured in breaking the power of death is a triumph.  May we be encouraged and comforted, beloved brethren, for the Lord’s name’s sake.

Trevor R Campbell

 

 

 


Scripture references

Revelation 1:17 (JND) [17] And when I saw him I fell at his feet as dead; and he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; *I* am the first and the last,

John 11:11 (JND) [11] These things said he; and after this he says to them, Lazarus, our friend, is fallen asleep, but I go that I may awake him out of sleep.

Romans 6:23 (JND) [23] For the wages of sin [is] death; but the act of favour of God, eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Proverbs 18:24 (JND) [24] A man of [many] friends will come to ruin but there is a friend [that] sticketh closer than a brother.

Job 14 (JND) [1] Man, born of woman, is of few days, and full of trouble. [2] He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; and he fleeth as a shadow, and continueth not. [3] Yet dost thou open thine eyes upon such a one, and bringest me into judgment with thee? …

Psalms 116:15 (JND) [15] Precious in the sight of Jehovah is the death of his saints.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



GOD’S WORKING IN US


Philippians 1:3-6

The last word that our brother gave us in a meeting for ministry not many months ago was about the potter (Jer.18:4); he likened that to God working in us.  That is what should be happening in our souls today, that we are conscious that God is working, drawing attention to the solemnity of this occasion, yet the triumph of it.  How wonderful it is that God works in your soul and mine.  Are you conscious of God working in your heart?  Think of the divine hand working, the gentleness of God’s touches.  The hands of the potter as he makes the vessel are very sensitive.  The Lord Jesus is sensitive; His work in us is going on and He is very sensitive.  He knows where we are, what we need, and our brother proved that.

This scripture came to me when I first heard about his home-going, that God’s work in him was complete.  He was one who had been through many trials but God’s work was complete – the Lord was pleased with what He had accomplished.  These are wonderful things to have in our hearts.  Our brother has spoken about the believer’s hope.  What a great matter that you can have that hope in your heart, involving that death is not the end, but rather the continuation of a living link with the Lord Jesus, the One who is working in us.

Beloved, may each of us take account of divine work in us.  Stop and think about the solemnity of that work going on.  Am I hindering it, or am I fostering it, am I taking advantage of it?  Am I conscious that there is that touch of the Potter’s hand to get rid of those blemishes, those little irksome things that arise.  Oh, how God works to bring about an answer that is suited to Himself.  And He has done that.  He does it and He works in us individually, but the Lord Jesus also finds an answer collectively.  He has found it in His assembly; He nourishes it and cherishes it that He might present it to Himself all blameless (Eph.5:27,29).  That is a work soon to be complete, every blemish removed and the perfection of what is secured through the work of divine Persons seen in its glory.  God will complete it unto that day.  The Christian’s heart can anticipate that wonderful day when the Lord will give His assembling shout.

May we all be comforted, especially our sister and the family, by the preciousness of the link that our brother had with his Saviour, and may we cherish these things, for His name’s sake.

Allan Wilson

 

Three words at a burial meeting, Kirkcaldy

28 April 2021

 

 

 

 


Scripture references

Philippians 1:3-6 (JND) [3] I thank my God for my whole remembrance of you, [4] constantly in my every supplication, making the supplication for you all with joy, [5] because of your fellowship with the gospel, from the first day until now; [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:

Jeremiah 18:4 (JND) [4] And the vessel that he made was marred, as clay, in the hand of the potter; and he made it again another vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make.

Ephesians 5:27-29 (JND) [27] that *he* might present the assembly to himself glorious, having no spot, or wrinkle, or any of such things; but that it might be holy and blameless. [28] So ought men also to love their own wives as their own bodies: he that loves his own wife loves himself. [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:



ACCEPTING RESTRICTION


Philippians 2:5-11;  3:8-14,20,21

I have in mind to speak of the matter of restriction.  Since March of last year we have faced additional restrictions as to where we can go, and what we can do.  To a greater or lesser extent, there was some relief from these restrictions and then they were increased again, and now in the goodness of God we see some relief from restrictions again.  One of the things that is true, certainly of me anyway, in relation to restrictions whatever they are, and however they are imposed, is that we may find them irksome, and we do not enjoy them.  In some cases we are not meant to enjoy them exactly, but we are meant to learn from them.  It has been trying not to be able to see those we normally meet with as regularly as we would have liked, or to see the wider circle of our brethren, and we have felt the limitation too in the opportunity for response to God and the service of praise, although we are thankful for what has remained available to us.

But these restrictions are all in the will of God and we are intended, as remarked, to learn something from them.  One of the things we learn is that the Lord Jesus Himself accepted restriction in coming into manhood.  It tells us in verse 6 of Him subsisting in the form of God, and it tells us that he “did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on equality with God”.  That means He was not taking anything that did not belong to Him; this verse confirms that He was and is equal with God.  It belonged to the Lord Jesus to say He was equal to God because it was true, and He never ceased to be equal to God, but He did become man and that involved restriction, so He became obedient.  For a certain period of His life He was a small child, and that would involve being carried about by His mother and His father – that was a restriction that He had never known before.  He was restricted as to where He could go, because largely, as far as we can see, He went on foot or in a boat.  When He was in His time of service, on at least one occasion He sat on an ass, but He would be restricted in where He would go.  He knew what it was to be hungry and to be tired, He knew what it was to be sorrowful.

All of these things were part of His manhood, and He accepted a place to which obedience attached.  It says in another scripture, “he learned obedience from the things which he suffered”, Heb.5:8.  It is interesting in that it does not say He learned to be obedient, as though He had perhaps at some other point not been obedient.  He was obedient as Man.  He never required to be obedient in His place in deity; obedience did not attach to that place, so He learned the restriction which obedience involved in coming into manhood.  Think of Him when Lazarus died (John 11); the Lord would have known that Lazarus was dead, but it says He abode two days in the place that He was.  He waited two days, until it was His Father’s will that He should move. 

Then Jesus accepted the restrictions that going to the cross involved, even the very matter of His hands and His feet being nailed to the cross.  Men thought they would restrict His movements, that they would stop His movements by nailing His feet to the cross and stop His blessing others by nailing His hands to the cross.  They did not know that nothing could stop the blessing and nothing could stop the movements of God’s love.  They did not know that, but they would try to restrict Jesus.  Peter tried to restrict Him too, and told Him He should not do something, but the Lord rebuked him for that (Matt.16:22,23).  The only will that the Lord accepted was the Father’s will; no other will would do for Him!  Even when it came to tasting death on the cross, He said to the Father, “not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22:42.  He accepted all the restrictions that the Father’s will involved; He accepted the restriction of death itself.  It says in Job, “By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened”, Job 37:10.  In the Lord’s movements when He was here from day to day, Scripture tells us that each day had something special about it, something special for God, but then, as it were, the ice was formed – there was no movement.  Jesus was taken down from the cross by those who loved Him and put in the grave.  He did not do that for Himself, others did it for Him, and then men sought to restrict Him again.  They put a great stone over the grave, but that restriction had no effect.  He came out of death in triumph and glory, He came out in dignity without a struggle.  The linen grave clothes were there in the tomb and the handkerchief was folded up in a distinct place by itself (John 20:6,7): He came out in dignity.  Death could not restrict Him, it had to yield to Him.  

The Lord Jesus knew what these restrictions were, but as out of death He was like the bird let loose in the open field.  There is a link between His resurrection and Leviticus chapter 14, which speaks of a living bird let loose in the open field – it represents Christ in resurrection.  He could say to Mary “go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and to my God and your God”, John 20:17.  Out of death and in resurrection, He is not restricted now!  He is at God’s right hand, He is the One whom the heavens must receive (Acts 3:21).  He  could not be restricted and He has ascended into a sphere to which no restriction attaches.

I just wanted to touch briefly on chapter 3, for Paul had to accept restrictions.  As Saul, he thought he had no restrictions, he thought he could do what he liked.  He went on the road to Damascus, and he had letters that would cause believers in the Lord Jesus to be imprisoned and then possibly put to death.  But the Lord brought him down and restricted him.  He took away Saul’s sight from him so that he could not move on his own; someone had to take him by the hand and a brother had to come and set him free again.  Saul accepted that, he accepted these restrictions as the Lord placed them on him because the Lord had broken through that self-willed path of his and He did that in love.  He did not do it in anger, He did not do it as penalty, He did it in love.  We sometimes sing a gospel hymn;

‘Just as I am – Thy love, I own,

   Has broken every barrier down;’      Hymn 446.

And that is what the Lord did for Saul of Tarsus, He broke down all the barriers.  All the restrictions that Saul had erected to keep God out, the Lord broke them down, and He came into Saul’s heart.  

And now he says, “to know him”, this Jesus, “to know him, and the power of his resurrection” – death is a restriction that people fear, but there is One who is in the power of resurrection, having broken the power of death – “and the fellowship of his sufferings”.  The Lord would have sympathy with us in our sufferings.  Our brother who spoke earlier has said that He bears things for us; but also we are to know “the fellowship of his sufferings”.  Beloved brethren, it would be good if we could carry this away, that by accepting the restrictions that have been imposed upon us we touch – no doubt in a limited way – what is involved in “the fellowship of his sufferings” and we are to accept this in the same spirit as the Lord did.  That really gives a different tone to the restrictions.  It may cause us to think of them a little differently.  Of course we will rejoice when we can be together more fully if we are left here, but the “fellowship of his sufferings” involves accepting the restrictions as well.  And being conformed to His death involves accepting restrictions too, because His death was a separating point; it finished certain things, and as believers there are certain things we should be finished with.  Conformed to His death would involve that certain things were finished for us at the cross. They were dealt with in righteousness and dealt with in love, and finished there.

Then Paul writes, “if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among the dead”.  There is a whole sphere of life on the other side.  We referred to Hymn 288 and what it will be like

‘where more

   By far than Eshcol’s grapes is found’.

The two spies said the land of Canaan was a very, very good land; it was “a land of waterbrooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills” and “out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper”, Deut.8:7,9.  It was a wonderful land, but the land we as believers have is a better land because Christ is there!  Christ defines that land, it is our place, “our commonwealth which has its existence in the heavens”.  All the restrictions that there are down here pale into insignificance when you see what God has prepared for those that love Him.  So Paul says, as it were, that he is not there yet, but he is pursuing and I would encourage each one of us here to be on the line of pursuing, and being taken possession of by Christ Jesus, the Man who is at God’s right hand, for “the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus”.

The last thing I want to say is that even the bodies that we have can restrict us.  We are described as seeing “through a dim window obscurely” (1 Cor.13:12), but these bodies will be taken away and we will be given a body of glory.  We await the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour, not then as Saviour for our sins, for that is all dealt with, but the One who will give us a body of glory and transform us into “conformity to his own body of glory” so that we can enjoy things fully, face to face.  

Beloved, we are meant to learn in the restrictions, and Christ would walk alongside us as we do; He would say, “Take my yoke upon you”, Matt.11:29.  A yoke in itself restricts, it restricts us from going here, there and everywhere, but He would say, ‘I will walk beside you and then when the time comes, I will take away the body of humiliation and I will give you a body of glory’ – “according to the working of the power which he has even to subdue all things to himself”.  I just wanted to leave that thought in closing.  The Lord’s power is not restricted.  Nothing that Satan can do can restrict divine power, and it is still working.  It is what is carrying us through.  Divine love is carrying us through and it will carry us through to the end; “he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ’s day”, Phil.1:6.

May we be with the Lord in His view of things at this moment. 

Word in a meeting for ministry, Linlithgow

3 June 2021
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Scripture references

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 2:5-11 (JND) [5] For let this mind be in you which [was] also in Christ Jesus; [6] who, subsisting in the form of God, did not esteem it an object of rapine to be on an equality with God; [7] but emptied himself, taking a bondman's form, taking his place in [the] likeness of men; [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross. [9] Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and granted him a name, that which is above every name, [10] that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of heavenly and earthly and infernal [beings], [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ [is] Lord to God [the] Father's glory.

Philippians 3:8-21 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. [15] As many therefore as [are] perfect, let us be thus minded; and if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you. [16] But whereto we have attained, [let us] walk in the same steps. [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model; [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:) …

Philippians 3:8-21 (JND) [8] But surely I count also all things to be loss on account of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, on account of whom I have suffered the loss of all, and count them to be filth, that I may gain Christ; [9] and that I may be found in him, not having my righteousness, which [would be] on the principle of law, but that which is by faith of Christ, the righteousness which [is] of God through faith, [10] to know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, [11] if any way I arrive at the resurrection from among [the] dead. [12] Not that I have already obtained [the prize], or am already perfected; but I pursue, if also I may get possession [of it], seeing that also I have been taken possession of by Christ [Jesus]. [13] Brethren, *I* do not count to have got possession myself; but one thing forgetting the things behind, and stretching out to the things before, [14] I pursue, [looking] towards [the] goal, for the prize of the calling on high of God in Christ Jesus. [15] As many therefore as [are] perfect, let us be thus minded; and if ye are any otherwise minded, this also God shall reveal to you. [16] But whereto we have attained, [let us] walk in the same steps. [17] Be imitators [all] together of me, brethren, and fix your eyes on those walking thus as you have us for a model; [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ: [19] whose end [is] destruction, whose god [is] the belly, and [their] glory in their shame, who mind earthly things:) …

Hebrews 5:8 (JND) [8] though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered;

John 11 (JND) [1] Now there was a certain [man] sick, Lazarus of Bethany, of the village of Mary and Martha her sister. [2] It was [the] Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. [3] The sisters therefore sent to him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. …

Matthew 16:22-23 (JND) [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee. [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men.

Matthew 16:22-23 (JND) [22] And Peter taking him to [him] began to rebuke him, saying, [God] be favourable to thee, Lord; this shall in no wise be unto thee. [23] But turning round, he said to Peter, Get away behind me, Satan; thou art an offence to me, for thy mind is not on the things that are of God, but on the things that are of men.

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Job 37:10 (JND) [10] By the breath of God ice is given; and the breadth of the waters is straitened.

John 20:6-7 (JND) [6] Simon Peter therefore comes, following him, and entered into the tomb, and sees the linen cloths lying, [7] and the handkerchief which was upon his head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded up in a distinct place by itself.

Leviticus 14 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing: he shall be brought unto the priest, [3] and the priest shall go out of the camp; and when the priest looketh, and behold, the sore of leprosy is healed in the leper, …

John 20:17 (JND) [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God.

Acts 3:21 (JND) [21] whom heaven indeed must receive till [the] times of [the] restoring of all things, of which God has spoken by the mouth of his holy prophets since time began.

Deuteronomy 8:7-9 (JND) [7] For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; [8] a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; [9] a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper.

Deuteronomy 8:7-9 (JND) [7] For Jehovah thy God bringeth thee into a good land, a land of water-brooks, of springs, and of deep waters, that gush forth in the valleys and hills; [8] a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig-trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive-trees and honey; [9] a land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, where thou shalt lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose mountains thou wilt dig copper.

1 Corinthians 13:12 (JND) [12] For we see now through a dim window obscurely, but then face to face; now I know partially, but then I shall know according as I also have been known.

Matthew 11:29 (JND) [29] Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest to your souls;

Philippians 1:6 (JND) [6] having confidence of this very thing, that he who has begun in you a good work will complete it unto Jesus Christ's day:
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