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“JEHOVAH IS MY SHEPHERD”


R.Hutchinson1

Psalm 23: 1–4; Matthew 5: 4 

This psalm, part of which I have read, is perhaps the best known passage in the Old Testament. I think everyone here has heard this psalm many, many times. It is a psalm of David; that means that it was a man who composed this psalm, “The Lord is my shepherd”. It is a man who is saying that; it is not just a verse in the Scriptures; it is a verse in the Scriptures; but it is a man who says, ‘The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want’—a remarkable thing that a man here upon the earth can speak with such certainty in his heart, ‘I shall not want’. I wonder if every one of us here today can say with the same certainty, “I shall not want”. Well, David could say that because he knew the Lord as his Shepherd. Now if you want to say that you will not want, the source is in the Lord, ‘The Lord is my shepherd’, and, as we all know, the Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Jesus of the New; and David found, and our sister found, that with the Lord there was no need to want, “I shall not want”—a wonderful thing to arrive at in the state of anyone’s soul, the absolute certainty that nothing is able to disturb their confidence in the One who is the Shepherd. 

I wonder if we can all rest on the certainty of a verse like this. Our sister, whose body is present with us, was one who in the certainty of her own soul (like many, many here) knew the Lord as her Shepherd, One who would look after her, One who would care for her, for the simple reason that she knew that Jesus had died for her. She knew the Lord Jesus as her Saviour, she knew the Lord Jesus as her Redeemer, she knew the Lord Jesus had shed His blood for her, and she knew Him as her Shepherd. Therefore, whatever the vicissitudes of life, the Lord is sufficient. 

So David goes on to say, “He maketh me to lie down in green pastures”. Things are pleasant, green pastures pleasant to the eye, pleasant for rest, for his confidence is still in Jehovah. “He leadeth me beside still waters”. How pleasant these experiences are!—the Lord Jesus just by us, making us to rest, and leading us by still waters. This is David, it was our sister, and many here today; is it your portion? Just ask yourself simply, Could you have written a psalm like this? 

Then he says, “He restoreth my soul”. Various things come in; things are not always pleasant in life. Things have not always been pleasant for our sister; they are not always pleasant for any of us. But what do we do? “He restoreth my soul”. Get to the Lord about it! He will bring in something because He is the Shepherd. There is no need to want, “He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake”. There is a pathway to follow where the Lord leads, the path of righteousness, doing what is right in the sight of God, doing what is right in the sight of the Lord. That is the way to get the real benefit of knowing the Lord as your Shepherd. 

But then he says, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil”. Could you walk through the valley of the shadow of death and fear no evil? Our sister walked through the valley of the shadow of death for months, and yet feared no evil, because the Lord was her Shepherd. She knew the Lord; she could walk 

through that valley with the Lord at her side. “I will fear no evil: for thou art with me”. What a comfort, a tremendous comfort—to have the Lord Jesus by you as you walk through the valley of the shadow of death. The Lord Jesus went into death itself. He knew the rigours of death; our sister did not. Our sister never saw death, because the Lord Jesus saw it on her behalf. He went into it; He understood what death was. The death of the Lord Jesus was a death such as you and I, if we are Christians, will never have to face; even if death comes, we will never have to face it. He bore the penalty of sin; He bore the wrath of God; He bore the judgment of God upon sin in order that you and I, if we know the Lord as our Shepherd, can walk through the valley of the shadow of death, and “fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”. 

Wherever you go, He will walk alongside you with the rod and the staff. The Lord comforts, the Lord sustains; it is the Lord’s power in His shepherd character, in the greatness of His wonderful love; “Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”. Have you drawn upon the comfort that the Lord Jesus can give you, or are you still troubled, are you still worried, are you still fearful? For David there was no worry, there was no fear, “Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me”. The Lord Jesus is a wonderful Comforter, He is a wonderful Shepherd, He is a wonderful Saviour. Our sister knew Him, our sister had walked with Him, our sister had loved Him. She had responded to Him, she could say, as David said—‘Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want’. 

The verse in Matthew says, “Blessed they that mourn, for they shall be comforted”. The Lord Jesus can draw near to us; He does draw near to us; we experience His drawing near to us, bringing His comfort. But what He said when He was going away was, ‘I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter’ (John 14: 16). It is a wonderful thing that we can have the Lord Jesus as our Comforter, and our Shepherd and our strength and our stay, but before He went on high He spoke of ‘ another Comforter’, the Holy Spirit, another divine Person, sent here to comfort the saints. “Blessed they that mourn, for they shall be comforted”. The power and presence and possession of the Holy Spirit are to be a tremendous comfort and stay through all our days until the Lord Himself comes to take us where He Himself is, on high in the glory. 

These are wonderful things, to think of God Himself, in the glory and greatness of His Person, putting Himself within reach of persons like you and me and our sister, so that we can come ourselves to the understanding of just what divine Persons will be to us. Even if we mourn now, because one has been taken away from us, “they shall be comforted”. Our brother and our sisters will know this comfort, because they have the Holy Spirit with them, that other Comforter, the One who is so ready to afford the service of comfort to those who mourn. It is wonderful to come into the range of divine operations, and to know something of the warmth and love of Jesus, and to know the power and presence and comfort of the Holy Spirit. May we all know it, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Word at the burial of Mrs Barbara Hughes, Chesterfield
19 March 1982 

 


Scripture references

Psalms 23:1-4 (JND) [1] {A Psalm of David.} Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. [2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; he leadeth me beside still waters. [3] He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. [4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Matthew 5:4 (JND) [4] Blessed they that mourn, for *they* shall be comforted.

John 14:16 (JND) [16] And I will beg the Father, and he will give you another Comforter, that he may be with you for ever,



“BEFORE” AND “AFTER” THE LORD’S SUFFERINGS


J. N. Grace 

Luke 22: 14–16; Acts 1: 1–5 

A simple thought, beloved brethren, as to these two references to the sufferings of our Lord. 

The twelve would never forget this time when the Lord gathered them round Himself, placing Himself at table just on the eve of His departure out of this world. The twelve would be representative of all that Jesus had in this scene at that time. And as the Lord drew near the time when He was to suffer and die, He wanted them with Him. “With desire”, He says, “I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer”. There never had been a passover like this one. All that the type looked forward to was about to be seen in actuality in what the Lord was about to go through. Luke does not present the sufferings of the Lord from the point of view of the abandonment, the forsaking by God. It is a more modified view, connected with His suffering from men and along with men; not that the other does not enter into it, but it is not emphasized, because Luke, writing as he does both in his gospel and the Acts, has the assembly particularly in mind. Therefore the teaching of the Lord in respect of His sufferings is intended to strengthen us in view of any little bit of suffering any one of us might go through. When we think of the Lord, however much we may feel that suffering comes on us, it cannot be compared with what came upon Jesus. 

So the Lord, knowing all that the passover set forth, says, “With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you”. What a point that was that the Lord Himself should eat this passover with them before He suffered. His sufferings were emphasized, but from the point of view of their being able in some way to penetrate into them. None of us could penetrate into the atoning sufferings—the forsaking of God. In this gospel the Lord goes forth to the mount of Olives. 

Gethsemane as such is not named, as it says in verse 39, “And going forth he went according to his custom to the mount of Olives, and the disciples also followed him”, and it goes on, 

“And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s throw, and having knelt down he prayed”, as if to indicate that the Lord’s sufferings set out by Luke are within our range. Well, it just appeals to me, beloved brethren, that we should give more consideration to the sufferings of Jesus. We are near the close of the dispensation; what lies ahead none of us knows. But it is a wonderful encouragement and strengthening to the heart to contemplate Jesus in these last few hours of His life, as it says, “before I suffer”. 

The other scripture is “after he had suffered”. What tremendous happenings there were between those two points, before He suffered, and after He had suffered! But He had His own with Him here. It is just an indication how the Lord would love to have us in full sympathy with Him and in His movements, first His movements into death at the point where He introduces the Supper, the memorial, that is what Luke gives us. It shows how the Lord loves to have us with Him in the celebration of the Supper, the calling of Himself to mind. So He takes the loaf and He takes the cup and He says, “This do in remembrance of me”. Oh to have the Lord in the blessedness of His own Person a little bit more in our hearts! We would never miss a gathering if we possibly could. The Lord is gracious, He knows our cares, but He looks for a desire in our hearts that corresponds with His own, and I think it is as we are together that we get 

fresh, living impressions of the Lord after He suffered. There is in this section what is before He suffered, but then the institution of the Supper means that the Lord was looking forward to the time when we would be here and when He would not be here, because there would be no point in the remembrance of the Lord when He was here. The Supper was not celebrated in the time of the forty days. It was given for the time of His absence; so it just means we love to be together. 

I think that is a word that belongs to the assembly— together. Paul gives it to us. When we 

“come together”—a fine word. Not just physically, but together spiritually; we have a regard, an affection, for one another. So it is not just so many persons in a place, but think of a number of brethren like this— together; together in our spirits, together in our affections, and our one desire, as our brother said in his prayer, is to hear His voice, to make way for Christ; and He will come. Think of Him coming as the Lord did in Acts 1!—“to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs”. And this is still going on; the Lord is still presenting Himself, not corporeally—in the forty days He did that. But then the appearings that Paul gives us lead on to the last appearing to Paul himself. “To me also”, he says (1 Corinthians 15: 8), and Paul, although an apostle, is a pattern for us and therefore an indication that the Lord would continue that down through the dispensation, that our hearts would love Him and remember Him and recall Him in His own way. 

So here in Acts 1 it says, “to whom also he presented himself living”—living! How blessed it is, dear brethren, to know that our Lord is living, and the presentation of Himself is not just by way of doctrine, although that enters into it as necessary, but as we meet together and as the Spirit 

helps, then there is a presentation of Christ living. That means that no two meetings will ever be the same, because of the presence of Christ. There is a touch of life about a presentation of Christ that could only come from Him; and it is “after he had suffered”. I think the sweet odour of His sufferings is carried forward, and every time the Lord appears it will attach our hearts to Himself. We would never forget what He has been through; rather it is that the Lord would strengthen our hearts that He has been through everything and come through, and He is a blessed, living Man, and whatever we may have to go through, the appearance of Christ would strengthen us that we may be here according to His own desires in the testimony. 

So it strengthens our desires, does it not, as we think of the Lord desiring to be with His own before He suffered? What it would promote in our hearts is a desire to be with Him after He has suffered. So we want the Lord, and we want one another, and here they were, a company, one hundred and twenty in Acts 1; they just came together. I think they just came together because they wanted Christ. They missed Him, they expected Him, I think, and therefore faith was operative, as it should be as we come together every time, faith operative with us that the Lord Himself will appear. So it says, “being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God”. Then He speaks of “the promise of the Father”. A wonderful thing, is it not, that this is just how the Lord thinks of us, thinks of His own? He speaks of the promise of the Father, the Holy Spirit. The Lord is encouraging us increasingly to value the presence of the Holy Spirit and His operations among all those who belong to the Lord, for the Spirit of God is operating over a wide area. I could think, in a sense, of nothing 

more choice in regard of the Holy Spirit than that He should be spoken of as “the promise of the Father”. You think of the Father, who He is, His glorious place in the economy of love, representing God, as He does, in the economy. How much the Lord speaks of the Father. 

These are the choicest things in the universe really, and they emanate from the Father, and this is the choicest promise the Father could give. 

And He says they were “not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which said he ye have heard of me”. Then the Lord goes on to say that, the Holy Spirit having come upon them, they were to be His witnesses. 

Well, it was just, dear brethren, that we may be encouraged by a sense of all that happened between these two points and it bears upon our encouragement in view of our continuance in the testimony; and the more we think over it the more we will appreciate the sufferings of Christ and the more we shall want to be together. 

Word in meeting for ministry, Melbourne
19 June 1984 

 


Scripture references

Luke 22:14-16 (JND) [14] And when the hour was come, he placed himself at table, and the [twelve] apostles with him. [15] And he said to them, With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before I suffer. [16] For I say unto you, that I will not eat any more at all of it until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

Acts 1:1-5 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; [4] and, being assembled with [them], commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to await the promise of the Father, which [said he] ye have heard of me. [5] For John indeed baptised with water, but *ye* shall be baptised with the Holy Spirit after now not many days.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

1 Corinthians 15:8 (JND) [8] and last of all, as to an abortion, he appeared to *me* also.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …



“REMEMBER”


W. Dickson 

Numbers 15: 37–41; Deuteronomy 16: 1–6; Ephesians 2: 11–16; Revelation 2: 5–7 

One of the gracious services that the Spirit renders to us is to give us reminders. In fact, the Supper on the first day of the week—“this do in remembrance of me” (Luke 22: 19)—indicates how precious it is when the mind and the affections are engaged in remembering the Lord Jesus. 

Flowing from that one considered the divine way that is set out in these scriptures, and in many others, how God would remind us of certain things. They may be historical things, but it is a very tender service of the Lord, and should encourage our younger brethren. Peter speaks about stirring up your pure minds by way of remembrance (see 2 Peter 3: 1); it all enhances the greatness of the mind as a faculty and its relation to our spiritual progress. What an effect it would have upon us morally as we walk through this scene if our minds were being continually stirred up by the Holy Spirit in a pure manner. 

So I thought of these four scriptures. In Numbers 15: 32 there was a man gathering sticks on the sabbath day and he came in for judgment, and then, after that, Jehovah made the ordinance that they make themselves tassels on the corners of their garments. What the man did, of course, was flagrant self-will, and, beloved brethren, it is a great help to us when we cease exercising our own will. There had been an expressed commandment governing the kindling of a fire upon the sabbath day (Exodus 35: 3). You might have said; It was not much, he was just gathering sticks, but, beloved brethren, the slightest evidence of self-will can be very destructive; it does not need to be, shall I say, open rebellion to have God call in question our exercises. It bears on what we said today as to subjection, not so much in our relations with one another, but the need for being subject to the Lord and the Spirit, and to be concerned if we are aware if in any matter our wills are working. You have to be near to the Lord to discern that. It may be in ministry that matters come to us, and one may hinder the value of the ministry coming thus because the will operates against it. 

So it was after this that Jehovah spoke to Moses to bid them to make tassels on the corners of their garments “throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue; and it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them”. Beloved brethren, that is very interesting about the four corners of the garments; there is no responsible relation in life but what we have to bring the fact that we are heavenly to bear upon it. There may be occasions in which I think that to do my own will would not be too destructive, but a look at the tassel on the corners would be a reminder to us that we have got to be preserved by remembering all the commandments of Jehovah and doing them. You may say to me, We are not in a legal system; we do not walk by commandments in the way the children of Israel walked by them. 

But in the tassels there is a touching reference to the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. It is an allusion to His submission, to His love, to His sacrificial walk through this scene, and we are to remember that—to be like Jesus, to be like Christ. So when the urge arises—and it does arise, I do not think anybody here would be difficult and say the urge never comes—but when the urge comes to do your own will, look at the tassel of blue and be reminded of that blessed Person, the Lord Jesus Christ, who never moved in any other pathway but in complete submission to the will of God. It was for them to look upon; it was not for other people to see the tassel of blue. 

You young people, if you will bear with me, if the call of this world becomes very strong, if forces work which perhaps would lead you into a different path than that to which God in His grace has brought you—look at the tassel of blue. Say to yourself—Can I by my walk and speech deny what these tassels of blue represent? We are at the meetings so many nights a week, at the fellowship meetings, at the three-day meetings, and get help, but this reminder is always with you; turn to it at any time; look at these tassels of blue, to remind you of that blessed Person who will ever hold our hearts. What will hold our hearts? Will it be His resplendent official glories? Will it be the King of kings and the Lord of Lords? We worship in the presence of these things, but what will hold our hearts will be the greatness, morally, of Christ, His devotion to the will of God. These things have an important effect on our lives here, sometimes more than ministry, more than reading a book; just a reminder of what you are. As has been said, ‘That vessel heavenly in origin and heavenly in destiny, the assembly’. We belong to it. 

In Deuteronomy the passover is the beginning of the agricultural year in the land, starting from this month Abib, and they were to keep this feast. It is not now in a household setting but it is in what we would say is a collective setting, one of fellowship. It says, “that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt, all the days of thy life”. Young people, do you ever think what a wonderful favour it was on the part of God that He sovereignly took you out of Egypt? He took you in His sovereignty out of this present evil world, and brought you into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

So you must eat the passover; you must feed on a suffering Christ, who suffered and died to bring these great thoughts to pass. We were speaking about the value of the assembly today, the bride, the Lamb’s wife. It came home to us, beloved brethren, that the sufferings of the Lord entered into the securing of that vessel. From the standpoint of divine purpose that is not so, according to the type in Genesis 2, and Matthew 13, except in a hidden way. But, think of the fellowship, the fellowship of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Could we despise it? Could we make little of it? Could we belittle it by calling it common? So you feed upon the passover; feed on the sufferings of Christ (1 Corinthians 5: 7, 8). They ate the unleavened bread for seven days. That is a very fine thought, eating the unleavened bread seven days. You feed on Christ the passover Lamb, your affections engaged with that glorious Person who went into death, and it has an effect upon you, for seven days, the whole assembly week. We should not say, Well, the circumstances are such that I cannot do it today; that should never arise; the whole seven days the unleavened bread is to be eaten. It would remind us that we came out of the land of Egypt in haste, and we are to remember it all the days of our life. Do not forget these things; do not forget the mighty deliverance that God in His grace effected. You might say, Well, if my parents had not been in fellowship it might have been different with me. Never look at it that way, but just thank God for the wonderful and blessed fact that in His sovereignty He took you out of Egypt and brought you into blessing. Never forget it! Keep feeding on the passover and the unleavened bread. 

So in Ephesians 2 it says, “Wherefore remember that ye, once nations in the flesh”. Why does Paul say that? You would have thought that a company like the Ephesians, with all the wonderful light they had from Paul, would have been preserved in the strength of their own spirituality. No; he says, “Wherefore remember that ye, once nations in the flesh, who are called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in the flesh done with the hand; that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope”. These are all collective settings, beloved, and I think the word to us is that we must regard one another as those who were once nations in the flesh, and were aliens from the commonwealth of Israel; but God has intervened. “But now in Christ Jesus ye who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ”. Could anything be better than that? Could anything be nearer than that? Could there be a greater contrast than that? To think that God, in His wondrous grace has taken us out of the corruption which is in the world through lust, and has brought us nigh in Christ Jesus who has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, “having annulled the enmity in his flesh”. Beloved brethren, Is the middle wall of enclosure broken down in every meeting? Is it? 

Paul says, “remember”—remember what you once were. Remember the infinite grace that has given you light as to heavenly counsel, heavenly purpose, these great thoughts concerning the mystery. Do not, he says, jeopardize these blessed things by failing to judge, as God has judged, this middle wall of enclosure. What a need for a humble spirit amongst us! Pride oft-times keeps us back from the enjoyment of God’s purposes and counsels. Paul counteracts that here, he says, “remember”, remember what you once were. When did you last do it? When did you last remember? Did you do it today? Did you do it yesterday? Take a minute or two off sometimes, when you feel you are too tired to read, perhaps when a care meeting has been a bit exhausting, just sit down and recall what you once were, and how God in His infinite grace has brought you into something that is going to carry His whole purpose of love into eternity, in that vessel, the holy city, as it comes down from God. 

In Revelation 2 verse 4 it says, “but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works”. I would just like to say something as to “whence thou art fallen”. I think it is a very helpful spiritual exercise to get into the presence of God, particularly with the record in the beginning of Acts in mind, and bathe the soul in the glory of what the assembly was before ever breakdown came in. It was a wonderful thing; this world had never seen in its history, as regards men, a spectacle so morally great as what took place with these early believers. In its quality it will be recorded through all eternity in the annals of heaven. Now come back to the recovery to which we referred today. “Remember ... whence thou art fallen”. Is that all there is to it? No; “Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works”. That is it; “do the first works”. What are the first works? Love, suffering, and feeding on the tree of life. It is quite a remarkable consideration that the tree of life was granted to the overcomer in Ephesus. Why should it be, that the tree of life was promised to the Ephesian overcomer? First love will never be publicly restored, but as you feed on the tree of life, feed on Christ, there will be some experience of it individually. Feed on Christ, take time to feed on Him in His varied glories. Do not allow the pressure of administrative matters to weaken in the soul the habit of feeding on Christ. 

In speaking of these things I want to whet your appetite, that there is such a thing as the surpassing excellence of Christianity. And so, if you remember those historical things, it is not to leave you there. Christianity should never leave a person depressed. Our meetings should never leave the brethren depressed. There should be the living touch of the Spirit. 

How do you do it? You say, By presenting Christ. Yes, but not only presenting Christ objectively, but presenting the glory of what the Spirit of God is working at at the present time amongst the saints in moral formation. Keep the mind in right channels, and sit down sometimes, or some night when you cannot sleep perhaps and you think the morning is never coming, and just ‘remember’, and you will rise up refreshed and strengthened for another day; your soul will be refreshed like a watered garden, for His name’s sake. Amen. 

Address at Redbridge
12 January 1985




Scripture references

Numbers 15:37-41 (JND) [37] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [38] Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them tassels on the corners of their garments, throughout their generations, and that they attach to the tassel of the corners a lace of blue; [39] and it shall be unto you for a tassel, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of Jehovah, and do them; and that ye seek not after [the lusts of] your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye go a whoring; [40] that ye may remember and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God. [41] I am Jehovah your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am Jehovah your God.

Deuteronomy 16:1-6 (JND) [1] Keep the month of Abib, and celebrate the passover to Jehovah thy God; for in the month of Abib Jehovah thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night. [2] And thou shalt sacrifice the passover to Jehovah thy God, of the flock and of the herd, in the place which Jehovah will choose to cause his name to dwell there. [3] Thou shalt eat no leavened bread along with it; seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread with it, bread of affliction; for thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt in haste, that thou mayest remember the day when thou camest forth out of the land of Egypt, all the days of thy life. [4] And there shall be no leaven seen with thee in all thy borders seven days; neither shall any of the flesh, which thou sacrificedst at even on the first day, be left over night until the morning. [5] Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover in one of thy gates, which Jehovah thy God giveth thee; [6] but at the place that Jehovah thy God will choose, to cause his name to dwell in, there thou shalt sacrifice the passover at even, at the going down of the sun, at the time that thou camest forth out of Egypt.

Ephesians 2:11-16 (JND) [11] Wherefore remember that *ye*, once nations in [the] flesh, who [are] called uncircumcision by that called circumcision in [the] flesh done with the hand; [12] that ye were at that time without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: [13] but now in Christ Jesus *ye* who once were afar off are become nigh by the blood of the Christ. [14] For *he* is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of enclosure, [15] having annulled the enmity in his flesh, the law of commandments in ordinances, that he might form the two in himself into one new man, making peace; [16] and might reconcile both in one body to God by the cross, having by it slain the enmity;

Revelation 2:5-7 (JND) [5] Remember therefore whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works: but if not, I am coming to thee, and I will remove thy lamp out of its place, except thou shalt repent. [6] But this thou hast, that thou hatest the works of the Nicolaitanes, which *I* also hate. [7] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. To him that overcomes, I will give to him to eat of the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

2 Peter 3:1 (JND) [1] This, a second letter, beloved, I already write to you, in [both] which I stir up, in the way of putting you in remembrance, your pure mind,

Numbers 15:32 (JND) [32] And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness they found a man gathering sticks on the sabbath day.

Exodus 35:3 (JND) [3] Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your dwellings upon the sabbath day.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Matthew 13 (JND) [1] And that [same] day Jesus went out from the house and sat down by the sea. [2] And great crowds were gathered together to him, so that going on board ship himself he sat down, and the whole crowd stood on the shore. [3] And he spoke to them many things in parables, saying, Behold, the sower went out to sow: …

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 (JND) [7] Purge out the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, according as ye are unleavened. For also our passover, Christ, has been sacrificed; [8] so that let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with leaven of malice and wickedness, but with unleavened [bread] of sincerity and truth.

Ephesians 2 (JND) [1] and *you*, being dead in your offences and sins [2] in which ye once walked according to the age of this world, according to the ruler of the authority of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience: [3] among whom *we* also all once had our conversation in the lusts of our flesh, doing what the flesh and the thoughts willed to do, and were children, by nature, of wrath, even as the rest: …

Revelation 2:4 (JND) [4] but I have against thee, that thou hast left thy first love.



LOYALTY TO CHRIST






J. Harthill

John 6: 66–69; 1 Chronicles 12: 16–18 

Just a simple word, beloved brethren, on loyalty to Christ. I believe in this wonderful dispensation, this time of the Spirit, this wonderful dispensation of grace, one of the outstanding features that is called for is loyalty to Christ. It is remarkable how this comes in, in this chapter so long and so full of spiritual substance. It says, “From that time many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him”; solemn indeed! Then the Lord spoke to the twelve. It is very noticeable; the Spirit of God says “the twelve”; and the Lord says to the twelve, “Will ye also go away?” Simon Peter answers for them all and he says, ‘To whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal’. He says, “We have believed”—they were true believers. “We have believed and known”; they knew from observation; they were moving with the Lord, very near to Him—and how He loved them! And Peter says, “We have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God”—the true Aaron, the holy One of God. They had seen something of the glory of that wonderful Person, the Son of God. 

“The Word became flesh”—you know, everything hinges on the incarnation. It is wonderful to think about that prophetic word, “Lo, I come (in the roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will” (Hebrews 10: 7)—that the Word should become flesh; and the One who came into manhood was the Son of God. John says, ‘ we’, ‘ we have contemplated his glory’, John 1: 14. Think of what had come within the range of men through the incarnation. Could God be expressed in the prophets, great as they were? No. In the Epistle to the Hebrews it is God speaking in Son, a divine Person here in manhood, beloved. It required the Son of God to die, for you and me, to bring us into such wondrous blessing, to complete the work of redemption; then there is the coming in of the blessed Spirit. 

Think of these twelve, and the sorrow they passed through. As Jesus lay in death, what sorrow they passed through. The Lord had spoken about a woman “when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world”, John 16: 21. These men had been through the sorrow, but they were formed men. There was the breach with Judas. The Lord goes on to speak about that here in John 6. But then that breach was repaired, and when the blessed Spirit came in in Acts 2—with the hard breathing and with irresistible power, the power to carry on this wonderful testimony, this wonderful dispensation of blessing and grace—the twelve were there. There had been the one hundred and twenty, of course, but the twelve were there, and what men they were! 

The dispensation, as our brother has said, began with manhood, those who moved with Christ, those who were loyal to him, and how loyal these men were. 

I believe that is why this word comes in in John 6, “the twelve”, because in the Acts the twelve, the apostles, set on authoritatively this wonderful dispensation. So in that sense they gave a lead, and they gave a lead in loyalty to Christ. Now we know that every one of the twelve who was there as the Spirit came in fulfilled his service. The proof of that is that their names are in the foundations of the wall of the city (Revelation 21: 14). These foundations are spoken of as adorned with every precious stone. You need pressure to bring out these jewels, these precious stones. What pressures these men passed through. There have been no men like them; men who were formed after Christ. The testimony of the apostles set the world in tumult. That is what men said about them (Acts 17: 6). What power and what loyalty to Christ! So Peter says, “To whom shall we go?” Who could they go to? They were loyal to Christ. And so the dispensation began that way. We are getting toward the close of this wonderful dispensation and the call is for loyalty to Christ. 

I believe that is what Amasai sets out. These men were moving out to David to the stronghold, and David tests them. ‘Are you come peaceably? Are you come in a right way? Is your heart right?’ I think David’s heart would surely be toward them if their hearts were right. It says, “The Spirit came upon Amasai”. That is an outstanding thing. I do not know if we have another record quite like that. The Spirit came upon Amasai and he spoke, He was speaking for all. He says, “Thine are we, David, and with thee, thou son of Jesse”. That is the position. You come out to Christ. The call is for loyalty, loyalty to Christ. Right at the end of the dispensation the call is for loyalty to Christ. “Thine are we, David, and with thee, thou son of Jesse”. You think of the crises we pass through. Crisis, I believe, brings out manhood. 

And one of the outstanding features of manhood would be loyalty to Christ. Have we said in our hearts as we have faced these crises, “Thine are we, David”?—the true David, Christ, none other than Christ—‘We are on Thy side’. Have we said that? Are we standing to it? The times are difficult. The times call for maturity. They call for manhood, manhood to fill out our part in the testimony. 

You know, the mighty men were with David at the beginning, and in David’s last words the mighty men were there at the end. Mighty men are loyal men. But one of the most remarkable things we have in the last words of David is that he reduced the age of the Levites from twenty-five to twenty (1 Chronicles 23: 27), making way for the younger men. So towards the end there is room in the testimony for the youngest. Christ has His mighty men today. There is no doubt about it. He is taking one here and he is taking one there. The leaders of the revival filled out their part, those men of God, and they have gone to be with Christ, which is very much better. Some have been taken recently, but the Spirit of God is here. The testimony is going forward. 

Are we going to be loyal to Christ? The older ones are going, the Lord is taking them, and you feel how much the younger side is in view. John says in regard to the young men, “I have written to you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abides in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one”, 1 John 1: 14. O, beloved brethren, that is needed in testimony today, young men, strength, 

formation after Christ, the word of God abiding in them. That is what it says about the man of God—“fully fitted to every good work” (2 Timothy 3: 17), because of the word of God. It is wonderful, you know, that we get David’s mighty men at the end; it gives you the list, thirty-seven in all, and the last one is Urijah the Hittite (2 Samuel 23: 39). Why is he there at the last? That question has often been raised. How David stands out, and yet there was a time when Urijah outshone David. 

I would just like to appeal to the younger people; you can never tell what the Lord may give you to do in the testimony. You can never tell. Think of this man and of how he shone when David did not shine. How true he was, how loyal he was, Urijah the Hittite. It has been beautifully said that his name comes in at the last because it keeps before us, typically, loyalty to Christ. “The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields—shall I then go into my house?”, 2 Samuel 11: 11. That was Urijah, and David wrote telling Joab to put him in the forefront of the battle. Joab assigned Urijah a place where the valiant men were, and he died there. He was an obscure man, maybe, up to that point, but he was brought forward. God brought him forward and he shone. 

I just want to say that with regard to the younger people; you never know what part the Lord may call you to fill out in the testimony. We are nearing the end. One generation is going and another is coming in and, you know, the generation that is coming in may well be the last. The scripture speaks of keeping the best until the last, the coming generation may be the best. The Lord is able for that. What a joy to think of it that the last generation may be the best. 

Well, may we be encouraged, beloved brethren, and may we be loyal to Christ, for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry
Glasgow, 29 January 1985 

 


Scripture references

John 6:66-69 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him. [67] Jesus therefore said to the twelve, Will ye also go away? [68] Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast words of life eternal; [69] and we have believed and known that thou art the holy one of God.

1 Chronicles 12:16-18 (JND) [16] And there came of the children of Benjamin and Judah to the stronghold to David. [17] And David went out to meet them, and answered and said to them, If ye come peaceably to me to help me, my heart shall be knit unto you; but if to betray me to mine enemies, seeing there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our fathers see [it] and rebuke [it]. [18] And the Spirit came upon Amasai, the chief of the captains, [and he said,] Thine [are we], David, And with thee, thou son of Jesse: Peace, peace be to thee! And peace be to thy helpers! For thy God helps thee. And David received them, and made them chiefs of bands.

Hebrews 10:7 (JND) [7] Then I said, Lo, I come (in [the] roll of the book it is written of me) to do, O God, thy will.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

John 16:21 (JND) [21] A woman, when she gives birth to a child, has grief because her hour has come; but when the child is born, she no longer remembers the trouble, on account of the joy that a man has been born into the world.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Revelation 21:14 (JND) [14] And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

Acts 17:6 (JND) [6] and not having found them, dragged Jason and certain brethren before the politarchs, crying out, These [men] that have set the world in tumult, are come here also,

1 Chronicles 23:27 (JND) [27] For by the last words of David was this [done], the numbering of the sons of Levi from twenty years old and upward.

John 1:14 (JND) [14] And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us (and we have contemplated his glory, a glory as of an only-begotten with a father), full of grace and truth;

2 Timothy 3:17 (JND) [17] that the man of God may be complete, fully fitted to every good work.

2 Samuel 23:39 (JND) [39] Uriah the Hittite: thirty-seven in all.

2 Samuel 11:11 (JND) [11] And Urijah said to David, The ark, and Israel, and Judah abide in booths; and my lord Joab, and the servants of my lord, are encamped in the open fields: shall I then go into my house, to eat and to drink, and to lie with my wife? [As] thou livest, and [as] thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing.



MUSINGS


TENDING OUR FIELDS It was interesting to read recently the comment of an expert horticulturist on his garden, one which is quite famous because of the wide variety of plants, flowers and shrubs which it contains in quite a small area. He remarked, ‘I know that if I neglected this for a fortnight, nature would take over’. Once he neglected tending, weeding, watering, it would quickly become choked, weed-ridden and overgrown. It minds us of what Solomon says, “I went by the field of a sluggard, and by the vineyard of a man void of understanding; and lo, it was all grown over with thistles, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and its stone wall was broken down”, Proverbs 24: 30, 31. 

What is the condition of your field, and mine? How quickly, because of what we are, nature can take over in our hearts and lives, and the weeds of what is selfish, earthly and worldly spring up. Let us therefore keep near to Christ and to the Holy Spirit, and not neglect the daily habits of prayer, communion, profitable reading, and watchfulness as to the “stone wall”—separation from what would defile and damage. If we are the Lord’s a divine work has begun in us. It is something most precious which is to be carefully nurtured and protected daily and hourly, for the Lord’s pleasure, and for our own happiness and blessing. 

FCM




Scripture references

Proverbs 24:30-31 (JND) [30] I went by the field of a sluggard, and by the vineyard of a man void of understanding; [31] and lo, it was all grown over with thistles, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and its stone wall was broken down.



TWO OR THREE





E. L. Bevir 

Lord! let us meet with two or three, 

Gathered by grace, alone to Thee! 

Where Thine own name and presence blest 

Speak life and love to every breast! 

Not with the solemn pomp and show, 

Where mullion’d windows deeply glow, 

Where incense floats, and many a wave 

From sounding pipe rolls down the nave. 

Not there! but let it rather be 

Some upper chamber known to Thee! 

There shall a feast divine be spread, 

The cup of blessing and the bread. 

And there, to faith, in heavenly lines, 

A golden sanctuary shines; 

O scene beyond all thought and sight, 

Where all is joy and peace and light! 

For where we see Thy glorious face 

We enter the most holy place; 

Lord, may we rest where two or three 

Are gather’d only unto Thee! 

 


EXTRACTS


JT “When I bring the sword upon a land”; that is, we are now at the end of the dispensation, and it is the time of judicial dealings; as with Israel then, so with ourselves now. 

God is acting judicially; and when He does this in any particular case, then it is the watchman’s responsibility to call attention to it. We can see all around us the judicial actings of God in the nations, and watchmen whether appointed by the people or by Jehovah are responsible to warn them. 

ABP Would you distinguish between a watchman and a seer? 

JT Yes; the word seer is more official, really involving a gift, I think. Of course, Ezekiel was a seer. The word “seer” was at one time applied to prophets, as we learn in the first book of Samuel. They were called seers because they could see, but it involved that they were prophets. A watchman is set up as a lookout for enemies or for anything of an adverse nature, and to warn the people of it; but a seer might bring in what is possible in the way of ministry. With regard to the watchman, it is a question of any one being recognised by the saints in this sense. Even persons in denominations, I think, would be called to account in this way; whether the people have made them that (Ezekiel 33: 2), or their appointment is by God, as in verse 7. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 47, p.142) 

What comes closely home in connection with baptism, is to give authority to the name of the Lord in your household. It is positively the case in some of the households of the saints, they do not begin the day with family prayer. They cannot expect to get on much. My conviction is that we as parents have much to do with the failures of our children. They are as keen as possible to find out what is reality with their parents. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 19, p.576) 
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Scripture references

Ezekiel 33:2 (JND) [2] Son of man, speak to the children of thy people, and say unto them, When I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take one man from among them all, and set him for their watchman:



Notes


	[←1]
	 With Christ 9 June 1985.
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