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THE AFFECTIONS OF BELIEVERS

J. G. Wain 

2 Timothy 3: 1–5; John 20: 11–19; 14: 20–23; 13: 34 

I would like to speak about our affections. The scriptures we have read refer to this. In Timothy there is a reference to those who are “lovers of God”. Then in John 20 we have one who is a lover of Jesus. In John 14 there are those who evidence their love for Jesus, lovers of the truth. In John 13 we are to be lovers of one another, “as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. I have a feeling that the Lord is looking for affection from His own. We need to watch continually that our love does not decline. Around us in the world there is a general moral decline. I believe there is a great need that we should pray for our younger brethren. It is a service that sisters particularly have been devoted to. In God’s goodness He has taken account of the prayers of many who have gone before. I think particularly we should pray for our dear younger brethren who are still at school, that they may be preserved and kept in the light of the truth, in love for the Lord Jesus, and love for His people. Now in emphasizing the need of love on our part, I am not in any sense setting it over against being intelligent and understanding; we need to be enlarged in our understanding of divine thoughts and divine purpose. Paul could speak of his intelligence in the mystery. We need to set ourselves to grow in our apprehension of the mystery, that we might be more intelligent and more appreciative of the precious privileges that we have amongst the saints, but along with that there needs to be increase, I believe, in our love. 

So I draw attention to those who are spoken of as “lovers of God”. We have every reason to love Him, as we think of His love beyond words to tell; we sometimes sing, ‘Whose love is as great as His power’ (Hymn 23). 

His power is infinite and so is His love; and He is looking for those who answer to that love. 

Paul in writing to Timothy for the days in which we are, refers to them as the last days, and difficult times. We know about the difficult times, but let us be watchful of these things of which he speaks concerning conditions around us, because we may become affected by them. 

The Lord Jesus, in Matthew 24, went away from the temple. His disciples had been impressed with the buildings of the temple and pointed them out to Him. The Lord tells them what is going to happen to them; they will all come down. Then when He is sitting on the mount of Olives, He goes on to say, in relation to the last days, that lawlessness will increase or prevail. There is no doubt that lawlessness has greatly increased in the world. He says, 

“and because lawlessness shall prevail, the love of the most shall grow cold” (Matthew 24: 12). I believe this is a warning that there is the danger of being diverted from what is truly valuable, and our affections losing their fervency in relation to the precious things that we have been brought to enjoy. In the beginning of Revelation the Lord speaks to the assemblies, of which the last four go on to the end of the dispensation. The last two are Philadelphia and Laodicea; Philadelphia means brotherly love, and Laodicea characteristically is neither hot nor cold, which is obnoxious to the Lord. Let us be concerned by these danger signals that we might watch that our affections do not grow cold. It seems like a process. It grows, not in fervency but rather grows cold. 

So we need to beware of what these elements are, features that the Spirit calls attention to in 2 Timothy 3—“lovers of self”, we all know what that means, particularly if we are not in good health we tend to become self-occupied; we need to look out, look out to Christ. We easily become self-centred and concerned about our comfort. Then “lovers of money”, what a danger that is! Scripture says, “the love of money is 

the root of every evil” (1 Timothy 6: 10). We need to be careful that the love of money does not govern us. Then the word goes on, “having no love for what is good ... lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”. This marks the time we are in. We understand that the leisure business is the one least affected by the recession. To be “lovers of pleasure”, is natural to us. 

Let us just be watchful; God has given us all things richly to enjoy; we are not to be miserable and cut ourselves off like being in a monastery, but we are not to let pleasure captivate our affections; it can do so very easily—“lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”. We should be lovers of God. How good God is! How favoured we are to be among His people! How we should be increasing in our love for God. He has taken us into favour in the Beloved and blessed us in every way, having drawn us to Christ. We should be growing in our affection for God. May we be manifestly “lovers of God”. 

In John 20 we have a fine example of a lover of Jesus. In the gospels we read of large numbers of souls who benefited from His healing power, and of those whose sins were forgiven, but we do not read that all became attached to Him in affection. It appears that as He approached the cross, there were fewer who followed Him. In John 6 the word says that, 

“many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him”, John 6: 66. Then He said to the twelve, “Will ye also go away?” Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go?” 

How the Holy Spirit loves to record those who loved Him! The Lord says of the woman in Luke 7, “... she loved much”. What a commendation! Could it be said of you and of me? I believe the Lord is looking for those who love Him, and the Spirit would stir our hearts that our love might increase in fervency and reality. The more we are occupied with Him, the more we will love Him, I believe. A servant of the Lord wrote that when we actually see Him, we shall wonder why we did not love Him more whilst we were on earth. 

The Lord Jesus had met the dire need of Mary of Magdala who was possessed by seven demons. The Lord cast them out and delivered her from this—evil power. She was translated from the authority of darkness into the kingdom of the Son of God’s love. What a glorious transformation! You can understand Mary being attached to the Lord. But how much He has done for us! What reason we have to love Him! There were three Marys who stood by the cross—and Mary of Magdala was one of them. They stood there in affection, when all around were against Him. (Mary means ‘bitterness’—but their affections were true). The other Marys had relatives, but as far as I know Mary of Magdala had none. The Lord was everything to her. No doubt they saw some of the Lord’s sufferings; but there were sufferings that none could see. In those three hours of darkness He suffered alone for our sins. He suffered for you and for me. I wonder if my love is such that I would have stood there by the cross with all its reproach? Would you have stood there? It is only love for Himself that would hold us, and the Holy Spirit would strengthen us in our affection for Him. He looks for love that is true to Him when He is still in reproach, believe the sisters represent the affectionate side among the saints. Mary had seen the grave, and how He was laid there. 

When later others had gone home she remained at the tomb. She was questioned by the angels as to why she wept. She was not interested in the angels, but says, “they have taken away my Lord”. Can we all say “my Lord”? We acknowledge that He is our Lord; may He be more so in practice as controlling our actions and our lives. Dear brother and sister, dear young boy or girl, I wonder if you went through this experience how you would be affected. 

If it were possible that the Lord Jesus was taken out of our lives, how would we feel? How would we act? Mary felt that all her life had gone. You may say she was not intelligent, but she quickly learns, and love does learn quickly too. She was a lover of Jesus and no one else could captivate her heart. It is surprising how little 

things can come in and rob the Lord of what is really due to Him. Sisters have written some wonderful hymns; Miss Frances Ridley Havergal wrote that lovely hymn (No.220)— 

‘I could not do without Thee, 

O Saviour of the lost, 

Whose precious blood redeemed me 

At such tremendous cost!’ 

Miss Mary Bowly wrote— 

We are by Christ redeemed; 

The cost—His precious blood; 

Be nothing by our souls esteemed 

Like this great good. 

Were the vast world our own, 

With all its varied store, 

And thou, Lord Jesus, wert unknown, 

We still were poor’. 

Are these your feelings? The Lord would like to fill your heart with a sense of His love for you. Mary expresses this love beautifully in the way she responds when the Lord calls her by name, calling His sheep by name. He knows your name, He knows all about us; there is nothing hidden from Him, He knows those little idols that come in the way. John says, “Keep yourselves from idols”. I do not think he would be referring to idols made of wood or stone, but the other things that would rob Christ of what is due to Him. He is looking for an increase in our affections. 

The Lord called Mary by her name, and then it says, “She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher”. Is that not lovely? She turns round. Sometimes we get into positions where we need to turn round. She turned her back on the tomb and on the world, and she is ready to be taught. The Lord is transferring her attention and her affections to Himself in an altogether new realm. That is what the Lord would do, attract us away from all that would hinder to be occupied with Himself in a new condition into which we 

shall literally soon be translated. We have an opportunity now, that we shall never have in heaven; an opportunity of loving Him and serving Him in His absence, in the place where He has been crucified. The Lord would appeal to our hearts that this kind of love might be found with us; an ardent and fervent love that will not be deterred but will hold Christ supreme at all costs. 

Now I just refer briefly to the other scriptures in chapter 14, I think if we love the Lord, we shall want to please Him, and we please Him by keeping His commandments. I believe the commandments the Lord speaks of here, would deliver us from all that man has introduced which has caused so much confusion in Christendom. I think these commandments would link very much with what the Lord spoke of to His own through the apostle Paul. Paul writes by the Spirit in Corinthians, “If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is the Lord’s commandment” (1 Corinthians 14: 37) notice it is in the singular. You cannot be selective and say we will have this one and not that; it governs the whole, I believe, of the epistles to the Corinthians. This would preserve us and hold us in purity of affection for the Lord Jesus. The Lord says, “He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me”. So there is evidence of our love; and then He says, “but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him”. O how we would love to have a manifestation, would we not? 

If we could just get an impression of the glory of Christ, all these matters that may disturb us would fall into place; they would not assume the proportions they sometimes do in our minds. 

So He says, “he that loves me shall be loved by my Father”. It is not that God does not love us all, of course He does. He desires that all men should be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth, but this is a personal love of approval from the Father. Would we not like to have it? How we would love to have that 

experience—a fresh touch of the Lord’s own approval and blessing. 

In verse 23 He says, “If any one love me, he will keep my word”. He changes from 

‘commandment’ to ‘word’. I think that may be a little more refined perhaps; it may include what He has said more recently than what He has said through Paul. What I think it would mean is that we are affected by the manifestation of Himself and we want to be near enough to Him to hear His word, to hear what He would say to us at any time—“If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him”. Is that not wonderful? I believe it would include the entering in to the blessedness of what is in God’s mind and heart for His people. Colossians and Ephesians would attract us to enter in to the wealth of our inheritance. You may say our locality is very small. He says, “we will come to him and make our abode with him”. That is a promise, and the brethren who are in small localities prove it, and so they do in the larger ones of course, but really a small locality is not such a dreadful disadvantage! What God said to David when he wanted to build Him a house is very affecting. He said that He had not dwelt in one before, but had gone from tent to tent. What wondrous grace that God should say that—He had gone from tent to tent! I think it is wonderful that He is prepared in His love to draw near to us in our weakness, and to assure us of His presence and support. 

Now finally I would like to say a brief word about loving one another—“A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”—what a standard! I believe the Lord may have been referring back to what He said earlier in the chapter as He washed the disciples feet. He had laid aside His garments and girded Himself. Then He said, “If I therefore, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed your feet, ye also ought to wash one another’s feet” (verse 14). Here again we have an opportunity that we will not have in heaven; there will be no need for our feet to be washed then, but how refreshing it is to have our feet washed now. We have all experienced how the saints can refresh one another in a simple way. Abigail is a fine example for us all; when David sends for Abigail, she discloses what her one desire was. Do you know what that was? She says, “Let thy handmaid be a bondwoman to wash the feet of the servants of my lord”, 1 Samuel 25: 41. That is what she thought of the saints. It is not without significance either, that Paul in writing to Timothy, speaking of the credentials of a sister who might be ministered to in a case of need, says, “if she have exercised hospitality, if she have washed saints feet”, 1 Timothy 5: 10. What a range of service there is to be done. May we all desire more to serve one another in love, so that there may be this refreshment! “That ye love one another—as I have loved you, that ye also love one another”. Paul said in Thessalonians, “Now concerning brotherly love ye have no need that we should write to you, for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another”, 1 

Thessalonians 4: 9. May we set ourselves to love and serve one another, remembering how the Lord has loved and served us. May we be ready to use our homes and our substance to this end for the Lord’s pleasure. There is testimony in it too, “By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves”, John 13: 35. 

May we be helped that our love for God, our love for the Lord, our love for the truth, and our love for one another might increase, so that we are persons who are balanced, not holding the truth just in word and terms, although we need to do that, but holding it in love. May the Lord bless the word for His glory. 

Address at Redbridge
7 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 3:1-5 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, [4] traitors, headlong, of vain pretensions, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; [5] having a form of piety but denying the power of it: and from these turn away.

John 20:11-19 (JND) [11] But Mary stood at the tomb weeping without. As therefore she wept, she stooped down into the tomb, [12] and beholds two angels sitting in white [garments], one at the head and one at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. [13] And they say to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? She says to them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him. [14] Having said these things she turned backward and beholds Jesus standing [there], and knew not that it was Jesus. [15] Jesus says to her, Woman, why dost thou weep? Whom seekest thou? She, supposing that it was the gardener, says to him, Sir, if thou hast borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. [16] Jesus says to her, Mary. She, turning round, says to him in Hebrew, Rabboni, which means Teacher. [17] Jesus says to her, Touch me not, for I have not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I ascend to my Father and your Father, and [to] my God and your God. [18] Mary of Magdala comes bringing word to the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and [that] he had said these things to her. [19] When therefore it was evening on that day, which was the first [day] of the week, and the doors shut where the disciples were, through fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and says to them, Peace [be] to you.

John 14:20-23 (JND) [20] In that day ye shall know that I [am] in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. [21] He that has my commandments and keeps them, he it is that loves me; but he that loves me shall be loved by my Father, and I will love him and will manifest myself to him. [22] Judas, not the Iscariote, says to him, Lord, how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself to us and not to the world? [23] Jesus answered and said to him, If any one love me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our abode with him.

John 13:34 (JND) [34] A new commandment I give to you, that ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …

John 13 (JND) [1] Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus, knowing that his hour had come that he should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, loved them to the end. [2] And during supper, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas [son] of Simon, Iscariote, that he should deliver him up, [3] [Jesus,] knowing that the Father had given him all things into his hands, and that he came out from God and was going to God, …

Matthew 24 (JND) [1] And Jesus went forth and went away from the temple, and his disciples came to [him] to point out to him the buildings of the temple. [2] And he answering said to them, Do ye not see all these things? Verily I say to you, Not a stone shall be left here upon a stone which shall not be thrown down. [3] And as he was sitting upon the mount of Olives the disciples came to him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be, and what is the sign of thy coming and [the] completion of the age? …

Matthew 24:12 (JND) [12] and because lawlessness shall prevail, the love of the most shall grow cold;

2 Timothy 3 (JND) [1] But this know, that in [the] last days difficult times shall be there; [2] for men shall be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, evil speakers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, profane, [3] without natural affection, implacable, slanderers, of unsubdued passions, savage, having no love for what is good, …

1 Timothy 6:10 (JND) [10] For the love of money is [the] root of every evil; which some having aspired after, have wandered from the faith, and pierced themselves with many sorrows.

John 20 (JND) [1] And on the first [day] of the week Mary of Magdala comes in early morn to the tomb, while it was still dark, and sees the stone taken away from the tomb. [2] She runs therefore and comes to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, to whom Jesus was attached, and says to them, They have taken away the Lord out of the tomb, and we know not where they have laid him. [3] Peter therefore went forth, and the other disciple, and came to the tomb. …

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

John 6:66 (JND) [66] From that [time] many of his disciples went away back and walked no more with him.

Luke 7 (JND) [1] And when he had completed all his words in the hearing of the people, he entered into Capernaum. [2] And a certain centurion's bondman who was dear to him was ill and about to die; [3] and having heard of Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, begging him that he might come and save his bondman. …

1 Corinthians 14:37 (JND) [37] If any one thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him recognise the things that I write to you, that it is [the] Lord's commandment.

1 Samuel 25:41 (JND) [41] And she arose and bowed herself on her face to the earth, and said, Behold, let thy handmaid be a bondwoman to wash the feet of the servants of my lord.

1 Timothy 5:10 (JND) [10] borne witness to in good works, if she have brought up children, if she have exercised hospitality, if she have washed saints' feet, if she have imparted relief to the distressed, if she have diligently followed every good work.

John 13:35 (JND) [35] By this shall all know that ye are disciples of mine, if ye have love amongst yourselves.



THE LORD LOOKING ROUND

M. Pavlik 

Mark 3: 31–35; 5: 25–34; 11: 11 

What I have especially in mind in these scriptures is the idea of the Lord looking round, or round about. The word which is so translated in Mr. Darby’s translation is characteristic of Mark’s gospel; you find it elsewhere in the New Testament just once, and I think six times in Mark. These passages show us the Lord’s interest in things; interest in what He had before Him. In the first instance we have His mother and His brethren coming to Him, and when they tell Him about it. He answered saying, “Who is my mother or my brethren? And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren—for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”. I think Mark’s gospel has some particular features, and one of them is that Mark is very concerned about the danger of natural relationships interfering with the spiritual relationships. 

Mark himself had had a very painful experience as we know, and so we can trace in his gospel some indications that he thought very much of that, and emphasized the danger of these natural relationships interfering with the Lord’s claims. Indeed Mark is the only one of the evangelists who tells us why it was that the mother and the brethren of the Lord Jesus came to see Him. It says previously in verse 21, “And his relatives having heard of it went out to lay hold on him, for they said, He is out of his mind”. The Lord speaks in Matthew about a prophet being not without honour unless in his country and in his house, but Mark adds to this, “and among his kinsmen”. It is a particular feature of Mark’s gospel that he emphasizes that. 

So we have the Lord looking round on those who were sitting around Him. There is in this account of 

Mark’s the very affectionate interest of the Lord Jesus in those who are sitting around Him, not only the disciples. It is another feature of Mark’s gospel that he widens the circle of those that hear the word of the Lord. When the Lord Jesus was telling the parable of the sower, Matthew tells us that His disciples came to Him and asked about the parable of the darnel; but Mark says that the persons who were about Him with the twelve asked Him about the parables. Matthew in the similar passage speaks of the Lord stretching out His hand to the disciples (see Matthew 12: 49), the stress is on His disciples, but Mark refers to “those that were sitting around him”. Mark is widening the circle of those who are interested in the words of the Lord Jesus. I think he helps us to widen our hearts to embrace all believers and to understand the thought of God about the whole assembly; not only those few that we are able to walk with in fellowship, but also those that are His. The Lord knows those that are His, and it is our privilege to love them. When we see the loaf on the table on Lord’s day morning we can think of the whole assembly. 

So Mark helps us as to this, and shows us that there were not only twelve disciples who were following the Lord but there were also others, who were hearing the word of God through the mouth of the Lord Jesus. And so the Lord Jesus looks around on them. It is surely very affectionate, and very pleasant and enjoyable to those who were sitting in the circle. The Lord finds pleasure in everybody who hears His word and is willing to do it. And so he says, 

“Behold my mother and my brethren—for whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”. This is a moral relation with the Lord Jesus. It is one thing to be His brethren as all of one as the epistle to the Hebrews tells us, “For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified are all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren” 

(Hebrews 2: 11); but there is another thing, a moral relationship, moral kinship with the Lord Jesus. He was the Man who was always doing the will of God, and those who are like Him in doing the will of God are recognized by Him as His brethren. It is a wonderful privilege to be counted among the brethren of the Lord, as being one with Him, all of one, but let us also be among those of whom the Lord could say, “whosoever shall do the will of God, he is my brother, and sister, and mother”. It is a great and wonderful moral relationship. 

The account about the woman in Mark 5 is to be found also in Luke, and again there are some special features which we find in Mark’s gospel. I often think about this woman; her condition was very painful, she had been suffering twelve years under a sickness, which rendered her unclean. We find in the book of Leviticus that the woman was unclean in such a condition and whatsoever she touched was unclean. So she was practically excluded from the fellowship, from the community of the people of God; and if all that she touched was unclean, we can understand that she feared to confess that she had touched the Lord’s garment. But she knew that she could do that, because it was impossible that He would be rendered unclean; and she said, “If I shall touch but his clothes I shall be healed”. Inward holiness, power which was intrinsic in the Lord Jesus, was the subject of the faith of the woman. So she did what surely every scribe and Pharisee would strictly condemn, touching anybody or anything; she did it secretly because she feared, but she did it. Then let us see what it says here in Mark about the Lord looking round to find her. Only Mark tells us this fact that the Lord was looking round to find this woman who was precious in His eyes, who had faith in Him, who had such an appreciation of Him, who had an understanding of the greatness of His Person. The Lord was longing to see her, and therefore He was looking round. These people would be the subject of the Lord’s searching, but seeking eyes; He looks round and seeks everybody who is precious to His heart. I am always affected when I read the verse where the Lord Jesus says, “and ye now therefore have grief; but I will see you again” (John 16: 22); not that you will see Me again, of course we shall see Him, and that will be a great joy for our hearts, but what a joy for the heart of the Lord Jesus when He will see His dear saints again. “I will see you again”, said the Lord Jesus, “and your heart shall rejoice”. 

So He looked for this woman, who was so precious to His heart. She came and confessed all to Him. What a wonderful testimony! The power which was in the Person of the Lord Jesus had made her clean. O, let us have this powerful faith in the Person of the Lord Jesus. He is the Almighty; He is the Holy One of God, and in Him, and only in Him, is there healing power. If somebody here is not yet His, if somebody has not found Him as the One who is able to cleanse and to heal every disease of spirit, come to Him, trust Him, believe in Him, as the One who is the only Saviour, the only Redeemer. In Him only is life; in Him is salvation; in Him is all that we need for our salvation. Let us seek Him, and He will surely answer. Only this touch of the trembling hand of the woman brought His healing power into action, and He felt it in His body. The Lord was wanting to see her. What a wonderful thing to be a subject for the Lord’s enjoyment! 

Then it is only Mark again who tells us that the Lord Jesus, when He came to Jerusalem on that remarkable day, came into the temple, and looked round on all things. The other gospel writers tell us that on the following day He went to the temple, and put out all those who sold and bought in the temple; but only Mark tells us that the day before He went into the temple and had a look round. What did He see there? He would see many things which were not right, many things which were not according to the thoughts of God, many things which were not comely. We do not get details here, but that He was looking round on all things. I think, dear brethren, it brings us a solemn thought, that the Lord is looking round in our midst always, in every meeting; He is looking round in our localities, and in our ways also, but I have specially in mind our meetings, our localities. He is coming and looking round. I think it is like what we find in the opening chapters of Revelation. The Lord scrutinizes the conditions of the localities. In every one of those seven letters we have the words “I know”. He knows all that is there. He knows of course because He is omnipresent, but He knows because He is looking round. So let us be aware ourselves of the scrutinizing eyes of this wonderful Person, who is Head of the assembly. He appears in judicial garb and looks round. His eyes are like a flame of fire. Is there anything which He would not agree with? If there is, let us remove it or depart from it, for His eye is scrutinizing and He is looking into our hearts, and into all our relationships with one another. As it says in the epistle to the Hebrews, “all things are naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do”, Hebrews 4: 13. 

Let us take this to our hearts that we are under the scrutinizing eye of the Lord and He is looking round on all things. Be they what they may, let us willingly expose our faults to His scrutinizing eye. Let us bring into order whatever may not be according to His will. He rejoices in finding persons who are bringing joy to His heart. Then as we read in the epistle to the Corinthians, “let all things ye do be done in love”, 1 Corinthians 16: 14. Where what is of Himself is prevailing. His eye will find things to His pleasure and for His joy. Let us be aiming at that, so that He would be pleased with the gatherings of His saints, so that He would have joy in His heart, and may there be corresponding joy in our hearts in bringing Him the true response of love for His heart. For His name’s sake. 

Address at Buckie
28 September 1991 

 


Scripture references

Mark 3:31-35 (JND) [31] And his brethren and his mother come, and standing without sent to him calling him. [32] And a crowd sat around him. And they said to him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren seek thee without. [33] And he answered them, saying, Who is my mother or my brethren? [34] And looking around in a circuit at those that were sitting around him, he says, Behold my mother and my brethren: [35] for whosoever shall do the will of God, *he* is my brother, and sister, and mother.

Mark 5:25-34 (JND) [25] And a certain woman who had had a flux of blood twelve years, [26] and had suffered much under many physicians, and had spent everything she had and had found no advantage from it, but had rather got worse, [27] having heard concerning Jesus, came in the crowd behind and touched his clothes; [28] for she said, If I shall touch but his clothes I shall be healed. [29] And immediately her fountain of blood was dried up, and she knew in her body that she was cured from the scourge. [30] And immediately Jesus, knowing in himself the power that had gone out of him, turning round in the crowd said, Who has touched my clothes? [31] And his disciples said to him, Thou seest the crowd pressing on thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? [32] And he looked round about to see her who had done this. [33] But the woman, frightened and trembling, knowing what had taken place in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. [34] And he said to her, Daughter, thy faith has healed thee; go in peace, and be well of thy scourge.

Mark 11:11 (JND) [11] And he entered into Jerusalem and into the temple; and having looked round on all things, the hour being already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.

Matthew 12:49 (JND) [49] And, stretching out his hand to his disciples, he said, Behold my mother and my brethren;

Hebrews 2:11 (JND) [11] For both he that sanctifies and those sanctified [are] all of one; for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren,

Mark 5 (JND) [1] And they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. [2] And immediately on his going out of the ship there met him out of the tombs a man possessed by an unclean spirit, [3] who had his dwelling in the tombs; and no one was able to bind him, not even with chains; …

John 16:22 (JND) [22] And ye now therefore have grief; but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no one takes from you.

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

1 Corinthians 16:14 (JND) [14] Let all things ye do be done in love.



THREE RALLYING CALLS

N. T. Meek 

Isaiah 8: 20; Judges 7: 18; 2 Chronicles 23: 11 

These scriptures have an exclamation mark connected with them. They are jubilant expressions, with maybe an element of a rallying call. Such calls have occurred in church history. There is yet going to be a real, wonderful, powerful call, about which we have sung (Hymn 380) when the Lord comes and His own are called away. Let our hearts dwell on it, beloved, and not only the rapture but the appearing. 

This scripture in Isaiah is a call to the law and the testimony, it is important and we need to be reminded of it. The law has authority and what is always needed is that our words and actions should be governed by the law and the testimony, and where this is so we are largely freed of confusing elements and side issues. We are governed by God’s law and are here for His testimony; for this we need to be devoted. Mr. Darby spoke of a lack of devotedness among the brethren and he mourned it. He said it goes with authority but, in stressing authority we are not to forget the call to be devoted. He feared that we might have the terms so clearly, good as that is in itself, but we also needed to be devoted to Christ. A believer might be able to speak about the ground of fellowship, but there is also need to hold in devotedness what is committed to us. Mr. Darby feared that the devotedness was being lost. 

The truth should have such a sway amongst us that we are preserved from evil. The testimony is something which is seen, and in the lives of believers there should be something that is seen, held in devotedness to Christ and to the truth. 

We need to think of our localities. What can be said of our own locality? Think of the week-night meetings. 

It seems that there is at, the moment peculiar pressure and stress in business and commerce. 

At one time it was factory workers who had to work overtime, but now it has become common in other occupations, and one fears what a hold the practice might get. It could lead to evening meetings becoming almost extinct. One fears to see it happening—“To the law and the testimony! If they speak not according to this word, for them there is no daybreak”. 

We do not want to be lost in the darkness; we speak in affection but let us go by the principle of law and we must maintain the testimony. 

In Judges 7 there is a very peculiar set of circumstances. It is an interesting book, things do not go the expected way. The power of Midian affected the people of God and they were impoverished. Gideon was a humble man; he asks about the dew on the fleece. Then numbers come down to three hundred men. How many of us are thoroughly committed to the Lord? 

Someone used a hammer (see Judges 4: 21), another the jaw bone of an ass (see Judges 15: 15), but in this matter God seems to take things up Himself. This chapter speaks of a cake of barley-bread falling into the camp (see verse 13), an unusual procedure; it has been likened to the Reformation and Luther. He made a stand and some things he held and did were irregular but nevertheless God blessed it. The cake of barley-bread tumbled into the camp and came to the tent, and smote it that it fell, and overturned it; and the tent lay along. All this is God’s acting, let the glory be His! Now there is this call, “For Jehovah and for Gideon!” (verse 18). 

I do not know that we are ever called to any man save Christ; let Him be our object and theme! We are not called to any other name, not even Paul, but we are indebted to faithful men, and to persons of this character represented by Gideon who preserve and sustain the saints in days of pressure. We could say, ‘For Jehovah, and for those who preserve and feed the saints!’ Find them in your own locality, those who are committed to feeding the saints, and maintaining the Lord’s just rights. 

There should be concern about that element in the locality, persons who are strength and support. There should be no question about our appreciation of Jehovah, and there should be no question about our appreciation of that element which takes the brunt of things in our locality, they are to be supported, not undermined. We should appreciate and value those who undertake this kind of work in our localities. Priestly persons need constantly to be strengthened, to be supported; I am speaking of the principle of it. We are obligated to provide food that strengthens the priest (see Deuteronomy 18: 3, 4). Faithful men keep our localities; truly faithful men would also be affectionate, both characteristics are to be in one person. 

Most of us could sketch the background of the scripture in Chronicles. Things were not too healthy in Israel at this point. A woman, Athaliah by name thought she had destroyed all the king’s sons. But there was another woman, Jehoshabeath, who had taken one of the king’s sons and hid him for six years. Athaliah did not know that this son had escaped. These two women might have passed each other in the street. Athaliah would pass Jehoshabeath unaware of the true situation, but, after passing, Jehoshabeath would perhaps quietly smile. 

She was in the secret. The son who had escaped, Joash, was to her “the hidden man of the heart”—the hidden son was treasured. Jesus should be that to us, “the hidden man of the heart”, 1 Peter 3: 4. That is what a believer finds that Christ is. 

The time arrived when the matter came into the public eye, and this young king is to be put on the throne, and Jehoiada the priest sets the matter going. The great point was to get this young king established on the throne. Everything proceeds and “they brought forth the king’s son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony, and made him king ... and said, Long live the king!” Is there anything that corresponds to that? Yes, the Lord Jesus is hidden, but He is not going to be 

hidden always. There will be a day when He will come out in public display. There will be believers who will say, “Long live the king!” Will you be able to say, “Long live the king!”? 

Some will be able to say it more deeply than others. We do not want to be ashamed at His coming. Who will have the strongest voices to say in that day, “Long live the king!”? I think it will be those who have been faithful to Him in His absence. There will be persons who have suffered in the time of His hiding and they will reign with Him. I would like to be able to say it whole-heartedly rather than with a feeling of shame. How many opportunities we miss, we cherish Christ in our hearts, but fail to speak of Him when we could. Let us not be ashamed at His coming. Let our lips take up the call “Long live the king!”, because personally He is even more wonderful than His reign. May we all be helped to keep that coming day in our affections, for His name’s sake. 

Substance of an Address at Bexley
5 October 1991 

 


Scripture references

Isaiah 8:20 (JND) [20] To the law and the testimony! If they speak not according to this word, for them there is no daybreak.

Judges 7:18 (JND) [18] And when I blow with a trumpet, I and all that are with me, ye also shall blow the trumpets around the whole camp, and shall say, For Jehovah and for Gideon!

2 Chronicles 23:11 (JND) [11] And they brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, and [gave him] the testimony, and made him king. And Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, Long live the king!

Judges 7 (JND) [1] And Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, arose early, and all the people that were with him, and they encamped beside the spring Harod; and he had the camp of Midian on the north by the hill of Moreh in the valley. [2] And Jehovah said to Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give Midian into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. [3] And now proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whoever is timid and afraid, let him go back and turn from mount Gilead. And there went back of the people twenty-two thousand; and there remained ten thousand. …

Judges 4:21 (JND) [21] And Jael Heber's wife took a tent-pin, and took the hammer in her hand, and went softly to him, and smote the pin into his temples, and it penetrated into the ground; for he had fallen into a deep sleep and was faint; and he died.

Judges 15:15 (JND) [15] And he found a fresh jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand and took it, and slew with it a thousand men.

Deuteronomy 18:3-4 (JND) [3] And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from them that sacrifice a sacrifice, whether ox, or sheep: they shall give unto the priest the shoulder, and the jawbones, and the maw. [4] The firstfruits [also] of thy corn, of thy new wine, and of thine oil, and the firstfruits of the shearing of thy sheep, shalt thou give him;

1 Peter 3:4 (JND) [4] but the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible [ornament] of a meek and quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of great price.



THE ACCEPTANCE OF RESPONSIBILITY

W. Lamont 

John 15: 9, 10; Revelation 3: 7–11; Numbers 3: 27–32; 2 Timothy 4: 6–8 

We like to hear some things more than others—some things we do not like to hear about at all—we love to hear about our privileges but some of us are not so keen to hear about our responsibilities. To illustrate it, some like to be passengers but not so keen to be the crew. I want to speak briefly about the acceptance of responsibility. It is a feature much required today. Christendom is in the state it is in largely because persons have refused to accept responsibility. Things happen in our lives, in the history of the testimony, and 

the easy thing is to say, ‘It is nothing to do with me, not my responsibility’. Mr. Darby, when asked what Christian responsibility was, said that Christian responsibility is the responsibility of being a Christian. So, as Christians, we are all responsible. In Revelation chapters 2 and 3, the Lord addresses His word to the angel of each church, that is to the responsible element, and all are responsible. It is very significant that there is no mention of elders in the epistle to the Corinthians—elders are responsible persons, but I think the answer to that is that all were responsible. The house of Chloe took responsibility for the whole condition at Corinth. They could have said, ‘What is happening in this local meeting is no business of mine and I am keeping myself clear’. It is illustrated in Daniel—young people ought to read Daniel’s history carefully—a young man who refused the king’s delicate food; in other words, he refused the elements of the world, and God honoured him for it. At one stage Daniel said, “confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel”, Daniel 9: 20. He was not personally responsible but, before God, he took responsibility for them. We need to take responsibility for the whole history of the testimony. Some have opted out, some have made excuses and said, in effect, ‘It is none of my business’. 

In John 15, when the Lord said, “As I have kept my Father’s commandments”, the perfect acceptance of responsibility was seen in the Lord Himself, and the will of God cost Him His life. In Gethsemane He could say, “My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as I will, but as thou wilt”, Matthew 26: 39. For us, the blessedness of accepting responsibility can be known, as Paul says in Romans 12, “that ye may prove what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God”, (verse 2). God knows what is best for us. I suppose we have all been the same, and those of us who are older passed through a stage in our lives when we thought we knew best; but the will of God is the best for us. His will is perfect because it is of Himself. The word ‘acceptable’ is our side of the matter. It is a wonderful day when we come to it that God’s will is acceptable. It was seen perfectly in Jesus, “But then, not my will, but thine be done”, Luke 22: 42. So, here He says, “as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love”. We have been speaking of what is permanent, what will be eternal, of one blessed Man who will abide eternally in His Father’s love. We have the privilege of being brought into the kingdom of the Son of the Father’s love. 

In Revelation, in the addresses to the seven churches, the Lord Jesus knew in every detail just what conditions were in every local meeting. There were spiritual conditions in Philadelphia and one feature is brotherly love. It is not optional to love our brethren, it is the Lord’s commandment; part of our responsibility is to love our brethren. Naturally, some persons appeal to us more than others, but it is an obligation to love one another, not as a theory, but in practical expression. So the Lord commends them and says, “Thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word”—that is fulfilled responsibility. In this connection it would be profitable for us all, especially the young people, to understand that there was conflict from 1916 onwards as to fulfilled responsibility. You might say, that is a long time ago, nothing to do with me, but as considering it, you will see the importance of this at the present time. 

Another important matter comes in here, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”. We need patience in the day in which we live. What patience John needed in the prison alone on the isle of Patmos. He could say, “I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus”, Revelation 1: 9. I wonder how any one of us would feel if, for the Lord’s sake, we were imprisoned alone on an island—it would test our reality. It is easy to sail in calm waters and to go along as a passenger but, especially in a storm, it is a test to be a member of the crew, it tests the quality of your seamanship. These were difficult times for John but the Lord Jesus drew near to him and showed him many secrets. He gave him a view right through into eternity. So the Lord Jesus commends this assembly, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience”. 

Are we going to give up or are we going to keep the word of His patience? That is the test of the present time. Many have given up. In John 6 many of the disciples went away back and walked no more with Him. They said, “This word is hard, who can hear it?” The pathway was too difficult for them, they wanted an easy way. That has happened to many of our dear brethren, they wanted an easier way, they wanted Christianity but they also wanted the world. 

Let us keep the word of His patience; not exactly our patience, it is His patience, and we get strength from Him to continue. 

Numbers 3 is speaking of families, showing what God really had in mind, every family in the heavens and on earth named of the Father (Ephesians 3: 14, 15). The Kohathites kept the charge of the sanctuary. I want to apply that simply in that we have a wonderful heritage, and not the least of that heritage is the service of God. The Kohathites’ charge was the ark, and the responsibility as far as in us lies, is to guard the Person of Christ. What a time that was when the truth as to the Lord’s sonship was stated clearly. Now, down to us has come the great matter of the service of God. The greatest privilege and the greatest responsibility that any believer can have today is to answer to the Lord’s request, “This do in remembrance of me”, 1 Corinthians 11: 24. It leads to the great matter of keeping the charge of the sanctuary. 

The great light that has come to us is in relation to the service of God, and there is nothing more important. It is a great privilege to have part in it but an equally great responsibility, not only in its terms, but to maintain ourselves in a moral and spiritual state in keeping with it. It is imperative on us. Before us, on the morrow, in the Lord’s will, lies the greatest privilege any human being could have, that is to eat of the loaf and to drink of the cup at the Lord’s supper, but also the greatest responsibility. 

In the epistle to Timothy we have an old man at the end of his Christian life, writing to a young man at the beginning of his. Earlier, Paul says to Timothy, “Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted”, 2 Timothy 1: 14. We cannot keep these things in our own strength but God supplies us with power to do so and that power lies in the Holy Spirit. As we had this afternoon, “the power that works in us”, Ephesians 3: 20. The epistle to the Ephesians has six chapters, the first three privilege and the second three responsibility, and that responsibility extends right down to our natural relationships—husbands and wives, parents and children, masters and servants—to every area of our lives, all approached from the standpoint of God’s greatest thoughts. So Paul writes to Timothy, “I have kept the faith”. Paul fulfilled his responsibility not saying, ‘I have kept faith’, but ‘I have kept the faith’, that is the whole structure of the truth as revealed to Paul. In responsibility he kept it and passed it on to Timothy and others. He says earlier, “These entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also”, 2 Timothy 2: 2. It is not exactly to men with ability. Alas, such men have often led God’s people astray. We are thankful for men who have gift but it is only temporary, not permanent. It will not be needed in eternity. The need is for faithful men, such as are competent to instruct others also. Paul infers three generations. Abraham dwelt in tents with Isaac and Jacob, he would not say, ‘Jacob is only my grandson, he is no responsibility of mine’. In contrast, Hezekiah, when he was about to die, asked God for blessing for himself. He had a son to follow him but he did not appear to be concerned about him—he was only concerned about himself—what selfishness! Paul looks, on to the end, “Which the Lord, the righteous Judge will render to me in that day”. The Lord has a perfect assessment of each one of us and of every situation, of every household, of every local meeting. He knows every detail and His judgment is perfect. Ours is never perfect. Sometimes we think we know the answer to every matter but He remains the righteous Judge. Paul says, “Will render to me in that day”. If anyone is looking for reward now it is a great pity. The Lord Jesus Himself is not publicly justified yet, that awaits the coming day. Paul says, “But also to all who love his appearing”. There is a fine distinction between waiting for His appearing and loving His appearing. You can live now in the light of the coming day, when He will come into His rights, when the Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in His wings (see Malachi 4: 2). What healing is needed among God’s people and it is certainly needed in the world. May God bless the word. 

Address at Gothenburg, Sweden
3 August 1991 

 


Scripture references

John 15:9-10 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love.

Revelation 3:7-11 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open: [8] I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an opened door, which no one can shut, because thou hast a little power, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name. [9] Behold, I make them of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews, and are not, but lie; behold, I will cause that they shall come and shall do homage before thy feet, and shall know that *I* have loved thee. [10] Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, *I* also will keep thee out of the hour of trial, which is about to come upon the whole habitable world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. [11] I come quickly: hold fast what thou hast, that no one take thy crown.

Numbers 3:27-32 (JND) [27] And of Kohath, the family of the Amramites, and the family of the Izharites, and the family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites: these are the families of the Kohathites. [28] According to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, there were eight thousand six hundred, who kept the charge of the sanctuary. [29] The families of the sons of Kohath encamped on the side of the tabernacle southward. [30] And the prince of the father's house of the families of the Kohathites was Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. [31] And their charge was the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and the utensils of the sanctuary with which they ministered, and the curtain, and all that belongs to its service. [32] And the prince of princes of the Levites was Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest: he had the oversight of them that kept the charge of the sanctuary.

2 Timothy 4:6-8 (JND) [6] For *I* am already being poured out, and the time of my release is come. [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. [8] Henceforth the crown of righteousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will render to me in that day; but not only to me, but also to all who love his appearing.

Daniel 9:20 (JND) [20] And whilst I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before Jehovah my God for the holy mountain of my God;

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Matthew 26:39 (JND) [39] And going forward a little he fell upon his face, praying and saying, My Father, if it be possible let this cup pass from me; but not as *I* will, but as *thou* [wilt].

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Luke 22:42 (JND) [42] saying, Father, if thou wilt remove this cup from me: but then, not my will, but thine be done.

Revelation 1:9 (JND) [9] I John, your brother and fellow-partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and patience, in Jesus, was in the island called Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus.

John 6 (JND) [1] After these things Jesus went away beyond the sea of Galilee, [or] of Tiberias, [2] and a great crowd followed him, because they saw the signs which he wrought upon the sick. [3] And Jesus went up into the mountain, and there sat with his disciples: …

Numbers 3 (JND) [1] And these are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that Jehovah spoke with Moses on mount Sinai. [2] And these are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. [3] These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the anointed priests, who were consecrated to exercise the priesthood. …

Ephesians 3:14-15 (JND) [14] For this reason I bow my knees to the Father [of our Lord Jesus Christ], [15] of whom every family in [the] heavens and on earth is named,

1 Corinthians 11:24 (JND) [24] and having given thanks broke [it], and said, This is my body, which [is] for you: this do in remembrance of me.

2 Timothy 1:14 (JND) [14] Keep, by the Holy Spirit which dwells in us, the good deposit entrusted.

Ephesians 3:20 (JND) [20] But to him that is able to do far exceedingly above all which we ask or think, according to the power which works in us,

2 Timothy 2:2 (JND) [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also.

Malachi 4:2 (JND) [2] And unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth and leap like fatted calves.



EXTRACTS

The first time they are spoken of is in chapter 18 of the Acts. It says that a certain Jew named Aquila, of Pontus by race, had recently come from Italy. It speaks of his origin and religion, and says that he had just come from Italy, all that before mentioning Priscilla, which shows that God had from the outset given Aquila his own distinction. One might say that Aquila was a traveller. Persons who travel simply for the purpose of visiting sites do not help the assembly; but those who have the assembly in view are very useful. It says in the prophet Daniel, “Many shall run to and fro”. And there is not a period in the history of the world when there has been more running to and fro than now; but, blessed be God! there are some among His own who travel under His hand, and He encourages them. I speak of that, because Aquila originated from Pontus, very much east 

of Corinth, and on the other hand it says that he had quite recently come from Italy, very much to the west of Corinth. He was a man qualified under the hand of God to have a universal outlook. Priscilla, his wife, was with him. It does not say to what race she belonged, because the woman is identified with the man, as it says in 1 Corinthians 11, “the woman is of the man”. There is something else that is said of them; that is that they were tent-makers by trade. They were both engaged in pursuing a single object. Apparently the wife did not leave her husband to earn their living alone; she worked with him. We have therefore here, in the man and his wife, a remarkable combination suitable to the assembly; and the Spirit of God tells us that Paul found them there, at Corinth; he abode with them and wrought with them. They are thus together in very simple circumstances, for when we are put together as Christians, it is not with a view to our advancing our social position. They worked in a humble way in the town of Corinth. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 38, pp.66, 67) 

We have to come to it, to get as it were beyond commandments, and yet not beyond them, for principles always stand. It is more important really to retain the principles than the persons with whom we are linked. John would stress persons; and they are all great persons—a hundred and fifty-three great fishes. But without minimising the value of the saints, the principles come first morally, and if we put the person’s before the principles, we shall probably lose both. We may keep the persons, but we will keep them to their loss and ours too. The levitical family of Gershon had to do with the curtains of the tabernacle and such features, which would mean the principles governing us; whereas Merari had to do with the boards and the pillars and such things, which refer to persons. 

J. Taylor (N.S. Vol. 38, pp.116)
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Scripture references

1 Corinthians 11 (JND) [1] Be my imitators, even as *I* also [am] of Christ. [2] Now I praise you, that in all things ye are mindful of me; and that as I have directed you, ye keep the directions. [3] But I wish you to know that the Christ is the head of every man, but woman's head [is] the man, and the Christ's head God. …
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