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“WATCH THEREFORE”

J. N. Grace 

Matthew 25: 1–13 

The coming of the Lord has been referred to in what has proceeded earlier and I thought another touch might help, particularly as to the place of the Spirit with us. Thank God for the presence of the Spirit! That is the mark of this dispensation; redemption having been completed to the satisfaction of God, Christ has gone into heaven and the Spirit has come. 

How favoured we are! There is a divine Person here indwelling the saints, and He will be with us for ever. His business is to call attention to Christ. Now that is the purpose of our being here today. Every occasion when the saints are together is to call attention to Christ; that is the Father’s pleasure, and I think it is the pleasure of every heart that has come under the influence of Jesus. 

This simple parable is one that looks forward to the end of the dispensation; maybe it goes further and links with what is coming, the public side of things, soon to come. The call has gone out, dear brethren, “Behold, the bridegroom”. Have you heard it? It is not just attention being called to the coming of the Lord but to the Person who is coming. What place has the Bridegroom in your heart? On occasions like this attention is often called to the bride, but in Matthew’s gospel I think it is the Father calling attention to His Son. Previously to this it speaks of the king who made a wedding feast for his son. Typically, it was to honour Christ, and that is what our being together is primarily for, to honour Christ, and to honour Christ as the Bridegroom. Scripture would indicate that that is the finest way in which we can view things in the way of joy in the relationships that God has set up. It looks forward, of course, to the public side, the Bridegroom; the bride is not mentioned here. Redemption had not yet been accomplished, the Spirit had not come; now the Spirit has come and the bride is being formed in view of the day of display when the Bridegroom will actually come. But ere He comes, dear brethren, the Spirit is saying, “Behold, the bridegroom”. 

Where are our eyes looking? Are we looking for the next great event in the world? Are we thinking about what is happening among the nations and how prophetic scriptures may work out? I do not think the Spirit of God is engaging us with that. The Spirit of God is engaging us, I think, in the ministry of these days with the Person of Christ, to make Him so attractive to our hearts that we cannot do without Him. Is that the feeling of your heart, dear brother and dear sister, that you want Him?—not just to be relieved of your aches and pains and circumstances that maybe are very difficult, but you want Christ. 

Well, there were ten virgins here. I would think it relates to the whole profession of Christianity. Five were wise and five foolish, all virgins, the outward position the same, but what marked some off from others was that they had oil in their vessels and they were ready. 

It is an allusion, of course, to the Spirit of God, not only that we have the Spirit of God, but that He is being put to use, may I say reverently, in the testimony. May I say that plainly?—your testimony. What part have you in the testimony of our Lord? It is a vital thing if we are left here, day by day as the years mount on. What has God left us here for? To fill out our part in the testimony of our Lord. He has not left us here to make money; He has not left us here to make our name in the world; He has left us here, dear brethren, to fill out our part in the testimony of our Lord with hearts that are burning. Oh that our hearts may be quickened in relation to Christ and in affection for Him! 

The Bridegroom! could you think of anything better in relation to Christ than to view Him as the Bridegroom? It means He is coming for His own pleasure and satisfaction. Maybe He will come today. For us it will be the rapture. As to the public display of Christ, we have not reached that yet. But He is coming, and our eye, dear brethren, should be on the Bridegroom. 

How attractive the Spirit of God is making Jesus to the hearts of those who love Him. In every way in which He is spoken of in the Scriptures He is spoken of in a way that is intended to attract our hearts so that we want to be like Him. 

What a fine thing it is to be amongst these five virgins who had oil in their vessels. It is not just a question of assenting to the presence of the Spirit as a known doctrine. It would raise questions with us as to how far we are conscious of the presence and activities of the Spirit in view of the present testimony. How easy God has made things for us; He has furnished us with all that is needed. In the face of the rejection of Christ, and the rejection of the Spirit, God has furnished every believer with all that is required to enable him to go through in victory in such a way that the end will be ready for Christ. I think the Spirit’s work is just on completed, and when the Spirit and the bride say, Come, that means that the Spirit’s work is completed. It is a wonderful thing that the Spirit’s work will be as complete as the work of Christ. We often get engaged with our break—downs and our failures; true enough, and we do well to judge them, but let us not forget, dear brethren, that God has furnished us well. He has foreseen the whole of the dispensation, and every breakdown of responsibility that has occurred in your history, and mine, and that of every believer. God has foreseen it all, and provided what is needed in the presence of the Spirit. Oh thank God for that! It is for us to value it. 

These foolish said to the prudent, “Give, us of your oil, for our torches are going out. But the prudent answered saying, We cannot, lest it might not suffice for us and for you”. Well, the Spirit will see the testimony through; and He will see you through, and He will see me through, as we are dependent upon Him. And that is just not one day a week. We get up in the morning. What do we do? We turn to the Lord and we turn to the Spirit; we have prayer and read the Scriptures, and have a sing—I hope we do. That is where the service of God begins; the service of God does not begin when we come together in the hall; I think the service of God begins in our homes, and I think the Lord would encourage our brother and sister who have been married today to start there. It develops further as we come together in assembly because of the presence of the Spirit. He is known in a greater way as we come together. What will happen? Who can tell what will happen when scope is given to the Spirit to engage our hearts with Christ? 

I do not intend to speak for long, my main impression to pass on to the brethren is just that we need to make more room for the Holy Spirit. He is a blessed divine Person who knows the feelings of the Father for the Son; He knows the feelings of the Son for the assembly, and He is perfecting that work in His own way, through discipline, through sufferings, through pressure, through problems, but if we gave room to the Spirit and scope to the Lord I think we would find that there is much more than problems in the divine mind. What belongs to the assembly is life. 

That is the testimony; the testimony is not just knowing doctrine, though it is essential that we do know doctrine. I would commend it to all the young brethren to read the ministry, and to profit by it, but let it take you into the presence of the Lord, and count on the Spirit that the ministry might become effective in you by way of formation, .so that you become more like Christ. That is what the Spirit is doing, and that is the bride. In the present time the assembly is here as the wife, when faithfulness is needed in a scene of contrariety; but when she has made herself ready—ready for the great day of display, when all that the Spirit has perfected day by day in our circumstances will come out in a scene of glory in relation to Christ as the bride—how wonderful it will be! 

So the Lord says, “Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour”. We speak of the Lord’s coming; we speak of the nearness of it. Do we believe, dear brethren, that the Lord may come today? Today! It is the gospel—“Now is the well-accepted time; behold, now the day of salvation”, 2 Corinthians 6: 2. That runs parallel with the truth of the assembly, the Spirit being here and His work almost completed. Oh let us give more room to Him! How many things we allow to come into our lives that hinder the activity of the Spirit in the prime work that God is doing in these days. The finest work that God has done, and is doing, is what He is doing in the assembly by the Spirit. There are other glories—creational glory; there is glory connected with past dispensations—but the crowning thing, dear brethren, is what God is doing in the assembly—in forming a vessel that is just suited to that blessed Man. He is doing it, and will do it. I think the marvel of it is that He is doing it in the very place where Christ has been crucified, and He is doing it in the face of hostility and the efforts of the enemy to rob God of what is due to Him and His glory. 

Well, may we watch, “Watch therefore”. What does He mean? “Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour”. Are we watching for the Lord? When we get up in the morning are our first thoughts about what we are going to do in business today, the problems we are going to work out at school, or is our first thought, Will He come today? Have you ever thought that way? Getting up in the morning you think what a crowded day it is going to be, but, Will He come today? That should be the expectation of our hearts, dear brethren, every day; it may be the day the Lord will come. To relieve us? to get us out of our troubles and problems? No. To get what is due to Him, to satisfy His own heart in having the assembly with Him for ever. 

“Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the hour”. 

Address at Redbridge
19 May 1990 

 


Scripture references

Matthew 25:1-13 (JND) [1] Then shall the kingdom of the heavens be made like to ten virgins that having taken their torches, went forth to meet the bridegroom. [2] And five of them were prudent and five foolish. [3] They that were foolish took their torches and did not take oil with them; [4] but the prudent took oil in their vessels with their torches. [5] Now the bridegroom tarrying, they all grew heavy and slept. [6] But in [the] middle of [the] night there was a cry, Behold, the bridegroom; go forth to meet him. [7] Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their torches. [8] And the foolish said to the prudent, Give us of your oil, for our torches are going out. [9] But the prudent answered saying, [We cannot,] lest it might not suffice for us and for you. Go rather to those that sell, and buy for yourselves. [10] But as they went away to buy, the bridegroom came, and the [ones that were] ready went in with him to the wedding feast, and the door was shut. [11] Afterwards come also the rest of the virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us; [12] but he answering said, Verily I say unto you, I do not know you. …

2 Corinthians 6:2 (JND) [2] (for he says, I have listened to thee in an accepted time, and I have helped thee in a day of salvation: behold, now [is the] well-accepted time; behold, now [the] day of salvation:)



FAITHFUL MEN

B. M. Deck 

Nehemiah 1: 1–4; 2: 11, 12; 7: 1, 2; Ephesians 6: 21, 22; Revelation 17: 12–14 

The Lord presents Himself earlier in the Revelation as the faithful and true witness and it is a challenge that while we await His coming this feature be found with us all. It will be after the assembly has been raptured that things in this world will rapidly come to a head and be dealt with. The Lord Jesus in His own blessed right will come in His glory. We are in the time still of His rejection but we love His appearing when the ignominy and the shame of the cross will be reversed in the glory that is to be displayed and we shall be with Him who is to be wondered at in all those who have believed (2 Thessalonians 1: 10). What a moment that will be! We are in the waiting time and because of that it is a somewhat testing time and it is a time that calls for a peculiar quality of devotedness and consecration and faithfulness. It is that latter feature I want to speak of, a few faithful men. Thank God we are among them in our measure. We could not claim much; the Lord knows our measure; He knows how much we love Him. I do not think love for Jesus is just a question of profession, it is a question of action, “If ye love me”, He said, “keep my commandments”, John 14: 15. That would be proof, and keeping His words. 

You meet many people who say that they love Him but sadly do not appear to keep His word, therefore their love is in question. Dear brethren, let not our love be in question, let us demonstrate it. It is not difficult to demonstrate it. Oh what a privilege if we can just simply serve one another in love because we love the Lord. In some sense the present moment is bringing out the calibre of our faithfulness. We have read of one who was faithful above many, a remarkable man. He was not the only one, there were others, but he was faithful above many. I am not suggesting that there is competition in faithfulness, I think it comes out by virtue of what a man is. Of course I am including the beloved sisters, in fact I would like to suggest that is where it excels. The beloved sisters represent something exceedingly precious in regard to the assembly. At the cross it was the beloved women that stood there. At the resurrection it was a beloved woman who was there. We want to remember these things. I think we all should represent something inwardly in an intensity of love for the Lord that is reliable in difficult days. And we are in them. We should not be surprised at the pressures; they have been foretold; the Lord in love foretold it all; “difficult times shall be there”; and He has given us full directions and provisions how to comport ourselves. Let us keep the directions; they are not difficult. His commandments are not grievous; His commandments are for our blessing. 

So I read of this man Hanani who was a faithful man and feared God above many. This was a time in Nehemiah of great recovery, similar in character to our own time, though publicly the city was in ruins, burned with fire, the gates destroyed, and the people in great affliction. Oh how it draws out our hearts even to think about it, of the disasters and sorrows of the testimony. Nehemiah wept; he says; “I sat and wept, and mourned for days”. Dear brethren, there are those doing it; let us do it too. Let us feel as the Lord feels about His beloved assembly. If He wept over Jerusalem, how much more over the church. I do not know how you feel, but I feel my own shallowness; I would love to have a greater depth of feeling as to how the Lord feels about His assembly. So He says to Philadelphia, “thou hast kept the word of my patience”, Revelation 2: 10. It is not just ourselves waiting, He is waiting. He is passing many beloved brethren through deep waters. Why? To share His feelings, so precious, so pure, in regard to His chief interest. The assembly as the Lamb’s wife will understand those feelings and know those 

sufferings, she will be a fit consort to enter into the very depths of His affections in regard to what has taken place. Oh what a privilege to share in His feelings in the Spirit of Christ in a day such as this. So let us rise to this. 

The assembly publicly will never be restored. The ship, you remember, was broken with the force of the waves, but the prow remained (Acts 27: 41). Something remained, but that ship was never publicly salvaged, never refloated. It is dreadful to think of a claim to be the church publicly. We walk in this light, and, thank God, the principles remain, the prow remained firm; the firm foundation of God stands. We know what that is, it is direction for a broken day. Paul immediately gathered those sticks—that is the recovery—into a bundle. Oh what would have been in his mind as he gathered those sticks in difficult circumstances, the cold, and the rain that was falling? And the viper attacked and seized Paul’s hand. Why? 

What did he attack? He saw something emerging of the assembly which he thought he had destroyed. O, beloved, we have been through deep waters these years; the enemy thought he had wrecked it all, but he has not. Let us learn the preciousness of being bound together in that bundle of life, keep near one another in confidence and love and respect, and give no occasion for the enemy. The viper came out of the heat. Satan will attack at the most precious point. Paul shook it into the fire, and felt no harm (Acts 28: 5). He did not swell, or fall down suddenly dead. He maintained his power through self-judgment. He met it judicially. We are not ignorant of Satan’s thoughts. I believe that as the conditions that make way for eternal life develop we need to be the more on our guard to protect them. 

So we have this faithful man Hanani and what he reports. Nehemiah says, “Hanani; one of my brethren, came, he and certain men of Judah. 

And I asked them concerning Jerusalem”. That was the subject he was concerned about. O, dear brethren, let us think of Christ’s chief interest. It is not the literal Jerusalem, it is the assembly, that is His whole interest. He has not yet taken up the matter of the nations; He will do that presently; I have no doubt that already He is preparing the way of the east; He will do that quickly after the church has gone, but the nations at the moment are but a drop of the bucket (Isaiah 40: 15). The whole matter now is the assembly and she is almost complete. 

The most have already gone, they are with the Lord. Nearly all have gone, we are just a few, and there are many others in Christendom who love the Lord. We would not dare unchristianise them. Maybe we could not, alas, walk with them, but if they are redeemed they are redeemed, and they belong to Christ. However, we sorrow, and, as Nehemiah, we sit and we weep and we mourn certain days. 

Then he rises up and gives a lead. We should look for such a lead; he says, “and I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me”; Thank God for them! Only a few, it may be only two or three—what can they do? They gather to Christ’s name and they have a wonderful experience, that He comes to them. It is a wonderful thing that two or three can provide a Christian circle, and what marks that circle is that it has only one centre, and that is Jesus. He comes into the midst of them. Where there is a heart for Christ we can be assured of His presence. So this dear man gives a lead; and he says, “I told no man, what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem”. I just want to leave that word with the brethren. We could put it on one another, could we not, what are we able to do for Jerusalem? What can we do? It is so simple, but it is so real, because it is actuated by love for Christ. If I love the Lord I will be doing something for Him, I can care for His own. “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren”, 1 John 3: 14. It is a wonderful thing to be in a circle like this. 

Not too many years ago some of us wondered if we would ever see this again; we wondered if we would ever have the privilege, of Christian fellowship like this. Thank God for His faithfulness! When we were not faithful, He was; He does not deny Himself; He is true to His work. We cannot cease to thank Him for maintaining a witness and a testimony, and, we may say, He expects us in faithfulness to maintain it till He comes. So they rise up and they work. 

Let us not slacken the work; there is a tremendous work going on, maybe far wider than we are aware of. We tend to get somewhat narrow, I suppose, in our thinking; I believe the Lord is working on a far wider field than we may be aware of, and let us have eyes to see it and hearts to appreciate it, and be available wherever the work of God is, to nurture it and to do it without claiming anything save the fact that we love Him, and we love His name, and we gather and call upon the Lord out of a pure heart. I just wanted to refer to this because it says of this man that he was a faithful man and feared God above many. Now this is not to discourage anyone, it is rather to encourage everyone to exemplify and show in some way the proof of our love in being faithful to Him until He come. 

Now I turn to a faithful minister at the end of Ephesians. What a minister he would be! First of all a beloved brother, “Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord”. 

Now this is most important, that the minister should provide food. The Lord nourishes and cherishes the assembly (Ephesians 5: 29). He nourishes it; that would be food; cherishes it means that He loves it. Let us learn to love what He loves and do what we can. Alas, so many are not available—how we sorrow that men who should be available in service, are not available, the clerical system holding the most in bondage. 

Thank God we have been freed from that; I trust so. We fell into it again, did we not? Oh the need to develop mutuality among the brethren, to be in a circle of conscious spiritual support and substance in which it is easy to bring out something that will nourish and build up the brethren, serving one another, it says, by love (Galatians 5: 13). 

This is a “beloved brother and faithful minister”. What does that mean, a “faithful minister”? He sees the need. He is not a minister getting at persons; that is not ministry. I do not mean that it does not have an edge; I think in some sense every meeting tests you, searches you. 

And you say to the Lord, ‘Thank God it does’. Wonderful things happen in a meeting. I think we get more in a meeting than when alone. I am not weakening being alone; that is important; make sure you have your times alone with the Lord. Make time for that, and make time for reading too. That is what Paul said to Timothy, “Give thyself to reading”, 1 Timothy 4: 13. 

People say they have not time. Dear brethren, that does not stand. We all know we do what we want to do, and I would say, Read those ministries. Read the Scriptures first, certainly, but read the ministry, get it into you. The more you read it the more you will want to read it. 

This is a faithful minister and he is in Ephesus, “Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord”. I believe it is important to begin things from the top. That is what Paul did; that is how he worked. He did not go to Corinth when they wrote to him, he wrote a letter to them. He said; I am staying here in Ephesus; I can see things better from up here. Like every good general, he does not go dawn into the dust of the battle, but looks at the battle from his own vantage point. Paul says, I am remaining at Ephesus. There were plenty of adversaries—many. Oh, what a skilful general; what a warrior that beloved man was; how much we owe to him! In the very testing circumstances of his prison we get a, letter like this and he says, Here is a faithful minister, he “shall make all things known to you; whom I have sent to you for this very thing, that you may know of our affairs and that he may encourage your hearts”. 

How is Paul’s ministry getting on? That is, really what this means. Our recovery is to the Pauline light of the assembly. Beloved, it is a tremendous heritage we have come into and let us value it, the service of God and the gospel. We cannot put too much value on maintaining the truth of the mystery, of the one body, and the new man. That is how Christ is continued in testimony here until He comes. I do not weaken what may be preached for the relief of souls; you thank God for that; but Paul’s glad tidings involves more than relief for souls. It involves, and leads into, what is exceedingly precious to the heart of Christ. Let us each therefore be a beloved brother and a faithful minister. Let us stimulate one another to do what we can, like the woman of whom the Lord said, “What she could she has done”, Mark 14: 8. Let us be available in our measure, thinking nothing, I trust, of ourselves but everything of Him whose we are and whom we serve. 

Now just a word as to Revelation 17. As already mentioned, this is still future; He has not yet come into His rights as the King of kings and Lord of lords. All the circumstances among the nations are rapidly heading up and at any moment this Judgment could be executed. But the first thing is that the church will be raptured, or I should say rather, the sleeping saints will be raised; that is the next thing to take place; and we shall be changed. We need to think of these things. If we are still here, we shall be changed, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, and we shall together be caught up (1 Corinthians 15: 52). Then things will happen rapidly and the Lord will assume His rights, as it says here, “These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them; for he is Lord of lords and King of kings”. Oh, what it will be to come with Him in His appearing! And then it says, ‘and they that are with him …’. I love that thought, to be with Him then. We can be with Him now; we want to be with the One we love. A faithful man has an objective more important than himself; he has an objective outside himself and his motive is his love for that objective; that is a faithful man, and he is faithful unto death. Such will have a crown of life. Are we equal for that? How many have gone that way, gone to the stake, gone to execution, gone to martyrdom, rather than surrender their faithfulness to their Master. 

Let us have that spirit. We may not be called upon to face literal martyrdom, I do not know. The dispensation began that way in Stephen. I would not like to say it may finish that way. I do not know. We would be ready for it. I know the dear brethren would be ready for that. Some are going through things like it, almost worse, so we need not speak of that. When He comes we are going to be with Him, and then it says, ‘they that are with him called, and chosen, and faithful’. “Called” would be the heavenly calling, would it not? There has been a call, a heavenly call into the fellowship of God’s Son. 

What a privilege! This world offers, I suppose, thousands of fellowships, but there is nothing that can equal the exceeding, privilege of being called into the fellowship of the Son of God.: And then chosen; that was sovereign, before, the world was founded we were chosen, marvellous thing! It was the Father’s glory that chose us in Christ before the world was. You marvel at it. There is a sense of awe as you think of that, that God; who knows the end from the beginning, in sovereignty would choose us then. The calling involves responsibility. At some point sovereignty and responsibility will need to come together, they will coalesce. 

God’s sovereignty will be justified. Then the last thing, and faithful. I want to leave that with the brethren. That is our side. Let us be true to the calling, let us justify God’s sovereignty and be faithful to His chief interest here until the Lord comes, for His name’s sake.

Address in Plainfield, N.J.
29 July 1989 

 


Scripture references

Nehemiah 1:1-4 (JND) [1] The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. And it came to pass in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the fortress, [2] that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and [certain] men of Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, who were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. [3] And they said to me, Those who remain, that are left of the captivity there in the province, are in great affliction and reproach; and the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins, and its gates are burned with fire. [4] And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat and wept, and mourned for days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of the heavens,

Nehemiah 2:11-12 (JND) [11] And I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. [12] And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem and there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon.

Nehemiah 7:1-2 (JND) [1] And it came to pass when the wall was built, and I had set up the doors, that the doorkeepers and the singers and the Levites were appointed. [2] And I gave my brother Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the citadel, charge over Jerusalem; for he was a faithful man and feared God above many.

Ephesians 6:21-22 (JND) [21] But in order that *ye* also may know what concerns me, how I am getting on, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faithful minister in [the] Lord, shall make all things known to you; [22] whom I have sent to you for this very thing, that ye may know of our affairs and that he may encourage your hearts.

Revelation 17:12-14 (JND) [12] And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have not yet received a kingdom, but receive authority as kings one hour with the beast. [13] These have one mind, and give their power and authority to the beast. [14] These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them; for he is Lord of lords and King of kings: and they [that are] with him called, and chosen, and faithful.

2 Thessalonians 1:10 (JND) [10] when he shall have come to be glorified in his saints, and wondered at in all that have believed, (for our testimony to you has been believed,) in that day.

John 14:15 (JND) [15] If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Revelation 2:10 (JND) [10] Fear nothing [of] what thou art about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days. Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee the crown of life.

Acts 27:41 (JND) [41] And falling into a place where two seas met they ran the ship aground, and the prow having stuck itself fast remained unmoved, but the stern was broken by the force of the waves.

Acts 28:5 (JND) [5] *He* however, having shaken off the beast into the fire, felt no harm.

Isaiah 40:15 (JND) [15] Behold, the nations are esteemed as a drop of the bucket, and as the fine dust on the scales; behold, he taketh up the isles as an atom.

1 John 3:14 (JND) [14] *We* know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love [his] brother abides in death.

Ephesians 5:29 (JND) [29] For no one has ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, even as also the Christ the assembly:

Galatians 5:13 (JND) [13] For *ye* have been called to liberty, brethren; only [do] not [turn] liberty into an opportunity to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

1 Timothy 4:13 (JND) [13] Till I come, give thyself to reading, to exhortation, to teaching.

Mark 14:8 (JND) [8] What *she* could she has done. She has beforehand anointed my body for the burial.

Revelation 17 (JND) [1] And one of the seven angels, which had the seven bowls, came and spoke with me, saying, Come here, I will shew thee the sentence of the great harlot who sits upon the many waters; [2] with whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication; and they that dwell on the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. [3] And he carried me away in spirit to a desert; and I saw a woman sitting upon a scarlet beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. …

1 Corinthians 15:52 (JND) [52] in an instant, in [the] twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and *we* shall be changed.



THE NAZARITE’S SPECIAL VOW

C. A. Coates 

Numbers 6 

God loves to take notice of what is spontaneous on the part of His saints, and in His economy provision is made for the special as well as the ordinary. ‘The special vow of a Nazarite’ has in view a distinctive separation to God, the outcome of a definite movement of heart towards Him. “Indeed a “vow” of any kind is the product of a special 

exercise, as we may see in 1 Samuel 1: 11, Psalm 66: 13, 14. Have we known anything of such a “special” movement of heart? Or are we content to conform to the standards of Christian living which seem to be adopted by the many? Perhaps there are few believers who have not when under discipline, or at times of special spiritual movement in their souls, made vows. We know that Paul had a vow when he was in Corinth; probably the conditions amidst which he had to labour in that city led him to feel the necessity for special dedication to God. 

A true vow is the expression of spiritual purpose to be definitely for the Lord, and God takes notice of it, and holds one to it. His discipline will, if necessary, come in to help us in relation to our vow. 

“The special vow of a Nazarite” requires a peculiar degree of separation; it supposes a “special” measure of devotedness, and there is an opportunity for each one of us to excel in this way if our hearts prompt us to do so. Who can doubt that Timothy was peculiarly near to Paul in his devotedness? “He works the work of the Lord, even as I”, 1 Corinthians 16: 10. 

“For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ”, Philippians 2: 20, 21. The Spirit of God has called our attention to some who were evidently “special” in devotion to the Lord’s interests. Such saints as Priscilla, Aquila, Phoebe, Gaius, Epaphroditus, Epaphras, the house of Stephanas, come at once to our minds. That such were not very numerous even in Paul’s day becomes manifest as we read his epistles. It is touching to read, after the mention of several names, “These are the only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me”, Colossians 4: 11. The number of true Nazarites in the Israel of God has never been large, but there have been such, and I believe the Lord would move our hearts to desire that there should be something “special” in our devotedness and separation to Him. The chapter before us furnishes, in a typical way, very definite instruction as to how “the special vow of a Nazarite” is to be carried out. 

The Nazarite in Israel was a remarkable witness that in the divine mind the time for joy of an earthly character had not yet come. So that one who devoted himself in a special way to God must needs separate himself from that which represented it. “He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink—he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes fresh or dried. All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine, from the seed-stones to the skin”, (Numbers 6: 3, 4). The Israelite in Canaan had his vineyards, and there was naturally gladness when wine increased, for it is said to gladden the heart of man (Psalm 104: 15). But the Nazarite separated himself from it because of his consecration to God! It said plainly to every exercised heart and mind that the kingdom of God had not yet come. Nazariteship would certainly have no meaning in heaven—there is nothing there for a devoted heart to separate from, for God’s will is done absolutely. And when the kingdom of God is set up on earth Nazariteship will not be called for, when His will is done on earth as in heaven. That is why we have in this chapter the thought of the days of consecration being fulfilled, and of the Nazarite afterwards drinking wine. The “special vow”, is for a prescribed period, and it contemplates a time when that period, would end. 

Even in Israel, where promises referred to earthly blessing (but all connected with the coming in of Christ, and therefore not to be enjoyed in any true sense without Him), special consecration to God required separation from the vine and its products. Then how much more does the principle of this apply now since God’s King has come and been rejected? Natural enjoyments, social pleasures, a thousand and one things which stimulate and excite human feelings by what is agreeable to men—as distinct from natural relationships on the one hand, and what is positively sinful and wicked on the other—are now found in a world which has rejected Christ, and they are unclean by reason of the fact that what is due to Him does not enter into them at all. God has no part in them, nor has His blessed Son. Christ is now the heavenly Nazarite, not drinking of the fruit of the vine until He will do so in a new way in the kingdom of God (see Mark 14: 25). 

Any special consecration to God now requires the recognition of this. Innumerable things of an earthly character, which are agreeable to men as men, furnish to God’s Nazarites an opportunity for separation. Such are under obligation to exercise self-restraint in regard of much that would naturally appeal to them. They are concerned to be true to their “special vow”, and to maintain a personal holiness and separation that are in keeping with it. The Nazarite had no official dignity like the priest or the king; his holy purity was of a personal nature; and yet it excelled even that of the sons of Aaron, and corresponded with that of the high priest himself (compare Numbers 6: 7 with Leviticus 21: 2, 11). 

There was, perhaps, no more striking witness in Israel than the presence amongst them of Nazarites—men and women consecrated to God, and evidencing in their persons the distinctive beauty of separation to God. “Her Nazarites were purer than snow, whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their figure was as sapphire”, Lamentations 4: 7. And no man or woman in Israel was excluded from being a Nazarite; the privilege awaited the promptings of any heart that had learned God according to Genesis and Exodus and Leviticus. For Numbers follows these books morally. It supposes God known in grace and faithfulness, His covenant entered into, His testimony appreciated, the preciousness of Christ known. It was all this that moved one to personal dedication according to Numbers 6. Nor is it otherwise today. What pains God has taken to pass us through our Exodus and Leviticus to make Himself known to us, and to make Christ precious to us, so that we may be liberated in spirit and enlarged in heart towards Him, so that we may cherish the thought of being separated to Him! We cannot all be prominent in the assembly as having great gifts, but we may all carry the moral beauty and dignity of separation to God. And it would not be too much to say that the testimony of God today largely depends on the spirit of Nazariteship being found amongst His people. May we all covet to be characterised by it! 

The Lord generally awakens in young believers a desire to be specially for Him, but sometimes the desire fails to take definite form. A “special vow” would indicate that the desire takes such form by the Spirit that it leads to a distinct degree of separation. True devotion matures in this way as the outcome of prayer. Satan may get an advantage, and the head of consecration be defiled, as we see in verse 9, but a true Nazarite does not give up his vow. “Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, for Jehovah sustaineth him with his hand”, Psalm 37: 24. He learns humbling, but needed lessons, and eventually he fulfils “the days of his separation”. 

‘Outline of Numbers’, pp.60–64


Scripture references

Numbers 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. …

1 Samuel 1:11 (JND) [11] And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid a man child, then I will give him to Jehovah all the days of his life, and there shall no razor come upon his head.

Psalms 66:13-14 (JND) [13] I will go into thy house with burnt-offerings; I will perform my vows to thee, [14] Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.

1 Corinthians 16:10 (JND) [10] Now if Timotheus come, see that he may be with you without fear; for he works the work of the Lord, even as I.

Philippians 2:20-21 (JND) [20] For I have no one like-minded who will care with genuine feeling how ye get on. [21] For all seek their own things, not the things of Jesus Christ.

Colossians 4:11 (JND) [11] and Jesus called Justus, who are of the circumcision. These [are the] only fellow-workers for the kingdom of God who have been a consolation to me.

Numbers 6:3-4 (JND) [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. [4] All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine, from the seed-stones, even to the skin.

Psalms 104:15 (JND) [15] And wine which gladdeneth the heart of man; making [his] face shine with oil; and with bread he strengtheneth man's heart.

Mark 14:25 (JND) [25] Verily I say to you, I will no more drink at all of the fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

Numbers 6:7 (JND) [7] He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister when they die; for the consecration of his God is upon his head.

Leviticus 21:2-11 (JND) [2] except for his immediate relation, who is near unto him for his mother, and for his father, and for his son, and for his daughter, and for his brother; [3] and for his sister, a virgin, that is near unto him, who hath had no husband, for her may he make himself unclean. [4] He shall not make himself unclean [who is] a chief among his peoples, to profane himself. [5] They shall not make any baldness upon their head, neither shall they shave off the corners of their beard, nor make any cuttings in their flesh. [6] They shall be holy unto their God, and not profane the name of their God; for they present Jehovah's offerings by fire, the bread of their God; therefore shall they be holy. [7] They shall not take as wife a whore, or a dishonoured woman; neither shall they take a woman put away from her husband; for he is holy unto his God. [8] And thou shalt hallow him; for the bread of thy God doth he present: he shall be holy unto thee; for I, Jehovah, who hallow you am holy. [9] And the daughter of any priest, if she profane herself by playing the whore, she profaneth her father: she shall be burned with fire. [10] And the high priest among his brethren, on whose head the anointing oil was poured, and who is consecrated to put on the garments, shall not uncover his head, nor rend his garments. [11] Neither shall he come near any person dead, nor make himself unclean for his father and for his mother;

Lamentations 4:7 (JND) [7] Her Nazarites were purer than snow, whiter than milk; they were more ruddy in body than rubies, their figure was as sapphire.

Numbers 6 (JND) [1] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If a man or a woman have vowed the special vow of a Nazarite, to consecrate themselves to Jehovah; [3] he shall separate himself from wine and strong drink: he shall drink no vinegar of wine, nor vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat grapes, fresh or dried. …

Psalms 37:24 (JND) [24] though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down, for Jehovah upholdeth his hand.



MUSINGS

INFLUENCE AND EXAMPLE Whether we realize it or not, each of us has an influence on all those with whom we have to do. The influence of Jesus when here was one of constant good and blessing. Grace, kindness, and compassion flowed from Him, and all He did manifested His perfect devotion to the Father’s will. If we are kept near to Him, then our influence on others will be of that character, in our little measure. We do need to remember that our manner of life, our speech, our dress, and many other things, will influence others, especially younger persons. What they see in us they will tend to accept and take on. This places a serious responsibility on us. It means that I need to think not only of what pleases me, but of the effect it may have on others. Paul says, “Let each one of us please his neighbour with a view to what is good”, and immediately adds, “For the Christ also did not please himself”, Romans l5: 2, 3. 

It is a feature of maturity when a believer reaches the realization that he is no longer just to consider for himself, but is to think of others, so that they may benefit from his influence and example. Paul says to the youthful Timothy, “Be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity”, 1 Timothy 4: 12. Are we setting out in our lives what Christianity really is? If not, then our influence will be unhelpful, even damaging. A wrong and misleading model may well cause others to be diverted from what is right. How sad if a younger soul, through what he sees in me, gets a wrong impression of what a believer should be. I would be responsible for misrepresenting the truth. But, positively, what a privilege it is that, in the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, we may seek to be a help and encouragement to others in the path in which our blessed Lord has led. 

FCM


Scripture references

1 Timothy 4:12 (JND) [12] Let no one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.



THE LORD HAS NEED OF IT!

J. H. Cuckney (with Christ 21 July 1990) 

The Lord has need! What greater claim 

Could be pronounced upon the tethered foal 

Than His, whose great and glorious Name 

Commands th’obedient faith of every soul?

 

The Lord has need! How can it be 

That One so great as He should find a need 

For such a lowly beast? Should He 

Not be provided with a worthier steed?

 

The Lord has need! Not yet the day 

Has come when all shall own the mighty King. 

Not yet do all concede His sway 

And to their Lord their rightful tribute bring.

 

The Lord has need! Content is He 

The lowly One, upon an ass to ride, 

Whilst praise is offered Him alone 

From lips of babes, which others have denied.

 

The Lord has need! Who would dispute 

His right to him who’s at the crossway tied; 

Or question as the bonds are loosed 

And he is taken to the Saviour’s side?

 

The Lord has need! What wondrous grace 

That He has need of me! Could I refuse, 

To answer such a call, nor yield 

This tiny vessel for the Master’s use?

 

The Lord has need! In answer to 

Such honoured call, what offering could suffice? 

Oh, give me strength to yield to Thee 

My body, Lord, a living sacrifice! 

Malvern, 1985–86 

 


EXTRACTS

“Everything, whatever ye may do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus”. This gives us a rule that goes far beyond ‘what is the harm of this or that?’ and is so simple. It comes into any common thing in the day, such as buying a dress. Are you doing it in the name of the Lord Jesus? Can you go to a concert in His name? Of course not. The things may not be wrong, but it settles everything—hundreds of questions that might arise. It gives me as my measure and rule to be walking in Christ, and living for Christ. I have Christ as my life, and He cannot do it ... If I am in earnest, it is the most comfortable rule possible; but if I am not, it pinches dreadfully—because you may say, Am I never to do anything to please myself? Ah, you betray yourself! What a comfort it is to know what He likes! 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’, Vol. 34, p.458) 

“Without ceasing I make mention of you in my prayers”. See the apostle’s wonderful energy with God, and this is one mark of spiritual power, the capacity of keeping up our interest in all saints everywhere, in our soul, in intercession for all saints in every place. 

J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’, Vol. 26, p.29) 

He takes Moses up to the mount Sinai, and the first thing He speaks to Moses about is that which was in His heart; the first thing He speaks about to His servant is the ark of the testimony. It was that, that He had in His heart. He looked on to a Man here upon the earth, moving under His eye; every motive of that Man was Godward; every aspiration had God as its object; every movement of His heart had reference to God; that was a delight to God to unfold to Moses the ark. He says, “make an ark of shittim wood” and He gives the dimensions. It was a delight to God to dwell upon those dimensions, to dwell upon that wood, as representing that Man whose every movement of heart had God as its object. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 5, p.86) 

Ques.  

What is the thought in “a living sacrifice”? 

F.E.R. 

A sacrifice is a thing devoted, and that cannot be recalled; that is to be true of the believer’s body. The proper moral consequence of all that has been unfolded in the epistle (to the Romans) is that you present your body as a vessel for the will of God. The body is to be, not a vessel for the flesh, not for my pleasure, but for God’s pleasure, and that in which the will of God is set forth. 

F. E. Raven (Vol. 14, p.172) 

The loss of all spiritual blessing through worldliness, so that those who profess to be God’s people are indistinguishable from the world, is a sore affliction. Would to God that it were felt to be so! 

C. A. Coates (‘Outline of Deuteronomy’, p.356) 
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