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THE TESTIMONY OF OUR LORD

E. M. Walkinshaw 

2 Timothy 1: 7–11; Jude 1–3; Revelation 19: 9, 10 

I desire to say a word, dear brethren, more by way of reminder than anything, about “the testimony of our Lord”, “the faith once delivered to the saints”, and “the testimony of Jesus”. 

I am sure we are all exercised and interested in the testimony of our Lord and also, I trust, in Paul His prisoner. The testimony is presented in various aspects, as we know; “the testimony of the Christ” (1 Corinthians 1: 6) presenting to us the anointed Man; and “the testimony of God” (1 Corinthian 2: 1), as Paul took it to Corinth, is the presentation of God to men, so that men might know Him. But when Paul refers to the testimony in days of departure and decline, he refers to it as the testimony of our Lord, no doubt having in mind the need, if we are to be in it, of implicit submission to Him. 

How necessary, if we are to be in the testimony of our Lord, to be implicitly subject to Him and to know that it is His testimony. One has thought often of the way in which the Lord has initiated everything and carries everything through Himself. The question arises, of course, as to who will go through with Him. That He will finish His testimony, which will culminate in glory, is, I need hardly say, definite; but what may be indefinite is where I may be in relation to Him. It is a wonderful thing to be settled in the soul about the definiteness of God’s purpose and to know that everything, as being in the hands of the Son, will be put into effect for the eternal glory of God. 

However, I believe the exercise the Lord would raise with us is as to our total committal to Him in that testimony which is called the testimony of our Lord. It is complete, as the tabernacle system was complete, so that we should be concerned to be some simple testimony to the truth of Christ as the Head and Centre of another world altogether, of which we have  already spoken today. Our committal to that, beloved brethren, I believe is essential. One would appeal to every one of us that there might be exercise to cherish in our hearts what is precious to Christ here, and to learn what it is, as cherishing it, to be prepared to stand in it as related to Himself. But I think the essential thing is implicit subjection to Him as Lord. We must confess that in these days of serious departure His lordship is disowned. There may be many services rendered, and often, alas, promiscuously, but if we are to be in the testimony of our Lord it is essential that we should be under His direction, His control; His interests our interests, His object our object; and if we think of the testimony of our Lord we necessarily involve His people in it, because they are precious to Him. 

Now Paul writes to Timothy in the darkening state of the assembly here and in writing says, 

“God has not given us a spirit of cowardice”. Often it marks me. I have often failed to speak when I should have spoken in defence of His interests; I have often spoken when I should not have done, out of turn, as we say. But if cowardice marks any of us in seeking to maintain what is due to the Lord in His testimony, that spirit did not come from God. He has given us, it says, a spirit “of power, and of love, and of wise discretion”. How those three things need to be with us as we relate ourselves to the Lord as He moves forward. I believe He is moving forward and acting among His people who are committed to His 

testimony, and we need to be marked by these three characteristics if we are to be preserved. 

So Paul says “power”. The only authority or power any man has is in his speaking the word of God. It is God’s word that has authority. It should be an increasing exercise I believe with each of us, especially those who may serve the saints, that while the minister may be the speaker, he is not the source of the speaking. That is a very great challenge, because we so readily give a turn to things which suits our own judgment; but I think what has been brought before us today is of the utmost importance, and that is a pure motive, Christ my life, my object, my motive. As the heart is searched one often finds there is a double motive there, and as brought into the presence of God has to learn to judge it so that Christ or, as I might say in this context, our Lord is the motive of my speaking and in particular my speaking in His assembly. 

If I may speak from experience, I once dared to raise a question about a brother giving a word in a particular meeting, and a spiritual father of mine said to me, ‘And who might you be to say when or where the Lord should give a word in His assembly?’ I have never forgotten that. 

It is His assembly, it is His testimony, it is to Him we are to be related, and we are to have a pure motive, a single eye for our Lord and to be marked by power and love—love for Him, I judge, primarily, in maintaining the testimony here—and wise discretion; and from whom do we receive that if not from Himself who is said to be “made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption”, 1 Corinthians 1: 30. How wonderful, dear brethren, is the privilege of being related to the Lord in these days when He is going forward in His testimony. 

I do not think everything has broken down. I am sure everything has not broken down; not in His hands. He holds the seven stars. He holds everything. Our exercise should be to be in  purity of motive for Himself. Now you may say that has often been said, and I fully agree, but if your experience is mine you will find that there is frequently a lapse and other motives come in. Other things tend to govern us, even unconsciously, unless we are kept in simplicity in the presence of the One whose testimony it is. Now it has been a real exercise to many of the brethren as to where the Lord is in His testimony; and in any matter that arises the real secret is, Where is the Lord in this matter? Because where the Lord is is what really counts for any lover of Him and His assembly. 

So Paul goes on to say, “But suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God”. We are not left, as we have been reminded, without resource; it is “according to the power of God; who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages of time”. Do you not find that establishing? I believe the apostle established Timothy in the permanency and immutability of the purpose of God before he brought him to face the public confusion which is suggested in chapter 2. And we shall find help if we follow that course in simple dependence upon Him whose testimony it is. 

I suppose that the testimony and the glad tidings are pretty much synonymous in the way in which Paul speaks of them. “Suffer evil along with the glad tidings”. How far are we prepared to do that? Maybe from without, maybe from within. Of recent years the general attack of the enemy has been from within. He has been very successful too, 

but thank God for those who have escaped. If we can only regard ourselves as refugees, thank God for that—we have escaped, and we can still, in humility of mind and soul, relate ourselves to the Lord as He goes forward. 

Now Jude speaks of contending “earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”. We all know, I think, that he had intended to write to them about “our common salvation”, but he had to turn aside because of difficulties. Sometimes we may be turned aside because of difficulties, and our common salvation is not our immediate occupation, although the main line of what the Lord is doing should always be before us. Jude says, “exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints”. That is, as I understand it, the whole structure of what has been committed to the saints—“the faith”, everything that Christ has introduced and brought in through the apostles, the Christian faith, because it was likely to be perverted. 

The word “contend” here is not the same as in 2 Timothy 2, as most may know; it is agonising. O, dear brethren, I feel how little I agonise with God about the faith once delivered to the saints. The word in 2 Timothy 2: 24 is that a bondman is not to be quarrelsome, not to contend in that sense, but in meekness to set right those who oppose. But here it is agony. Oh, we do not like that! Let us not avoid it. Let us understand what has been committed to the saints; and I believe there is a parallel in what has been delivered to us in the recovery in the structure of the teaching which the Lord has given us, and we should contend earnestly for it and not be diverted from it. We have been given a spirit of power and love and wise discretion, and are to be with God, we might say, agonising that what the Lord has delivered to our 

 care in the recovery should be maintained among us. 

How easily we are diverted. May I use an example? When I think of the explicit and detailed way in which beloved Mr. Darby set out the truth regarding the sabbath, did we contend for it? We lightly set it aside in favour of the reasonings of the human intellect. How easily it happens that the teaching, so clear and precise, accredited and divinely given, is set aside—

that is but an example. But at the same time I do verily believe that there were those who were agonising for what had been delivered to us in the recovery. Alas, some sound men were diverted through that issue. We do not want to lose any of the brethren, but at the same time the Lord is looking to us to keep the charge as to what He has delivered to us in the recovery of the last 150 years. 

Are you going to let it be set aside? Work it out with the Lord in your own soul. That is at any rate part of the burden of these meetings, experience and reality with God, and if the ministry does anything it sends us to the Lord for ourselves so that the truth might be worked out in our souls and we might be able to stand for and in what the Lord has delivered to us in the last 150 years. It is always in danger because the enemy will undermine it if he can. He will strike at the practical enjoyment of sonship or priesthood or Levitical service, and he strikes at it by keeping the saints from their relations with God; and if you have real relations with God it must mean exercise, because immediately I am in the presence of God I realise that He is God and I am but a creature. He is entitled to worship, honour, glory. He is entitled to my fear of Him; not slavish fear, as we have been reminded, but a right fear, a godly acknowledgment that He is God and I am but a man. Now that necessarily raises exercises, and if a person is 

exercised, as we have already said, he will come into conflict. He must do if he is exercised about the things of God and the purpose of God. 

But my point in reading in Jude was really to urge the brethren to ensure that they are committed to the structure of the teaching that the Lord has delivered to us in the recovery. I believe it to be the ministry of the Spirit. No vessel is infallible, as to that we are all very clear, and weaknesses appear in every vessel that the Lord uses; nevertheless He sustains them and I think that, without question, what has been delivered to us is accredited ministry of the Spirit. Now there is not only a need for us to be urged to agonise for it and to be marked by power and love and wise discretion, but we need to see the solemnity of departing from it, and where it will lead us if we do. We say we have no distinctive gift, such as beloved Mr. Taylor; well, we have the Spirit. Whether the Lord will raise up a distinctive lead or not is His matter. I would not care to say He will or He will not; it is His matter. As the Lord said to Peter, “If I will that he abide until I come, what is that to thee?” (John 21: 22)—the Lord says, so to speak, Peter, that is not your business, it is My will. And we need to understand that He does what He will in His own affairs. But let us, on our side, see that we do not abandon what has been delivered to us in the recovery. 

Now in Revelation 19 John says, “And he says to me, Write, Blessed are they who are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. And he says to me, These are the true words of  God”. They have been rejected by many persons, but they carry weight with exercised persons; “the true words of God”. But he says, “And I fell before his feet to do him homage”. 

John, the apostle, having a man, or an angel, before him was 

momentarily diverted. How easily we become diverted by distinguished personalities, as we think them to be. How easily personalities take precedence over the truth in our minds and souls. It is so with me, I am sure. I need to be kept, as we all need to be kept, in the presence of the Lord so that He is before us. This angel is faithful. He says, “See thou do it not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and the fellow-bondman of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus”—‘That is all I am’. You will remember the letter of reproof Mr. Darby sent to a brother who called him an ‘eminent minister’. He would not have that; le resisted anyone having himself as an object or regarding him as an eminent minister. This angel says, “See thou do it not”. You may say he is a divine representative, and so he is, and entitled to the respect that such should have; there is no question about that; but he says simply, “I am thy fellow-bondman”—‘I am no more than you’, just a fellow-bondman—“Do homage to God”. 

God is to be before our souls, dear brethren, not any other than God—God’s word. God’s truth. Oh, if only our motives were pure for God Himself and worship rendered to Him alone. 

Now it is a most remarkable thing that despite this, shall I say, gentle reproof, John fell into the same error again in Revelation 22. And if John fell into it, how easily do we fall into having some eminent minister before us rather than having God before us. I use the word 

‘eminent’ minister because I think it is the word that was used of Mr. Darby which he resisted. “I am thy fellow-bondman”. The degree or measure is according as the God of measure has apportioned (see 2 Corinthians 10: 13) nevertheless, “thy fellow-bondman”. As I say, John fell into the same snare again. He fell down to do homage and the angel said, “See thou do it not ... Do homage to (or worship) God”, Revelation 22: 9. 

And he adds in the passage from which we have read, “For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus”. Just that Man, dear brethren. We have spoken today of that order of Man, and from the very outset of prophecy the spirit of it was the testimony of Jesus. 

How this servant, this fellow-bondman, would call attention to Jesus, so that the spirit, the essence, or character of all prophecy is the testimony of Jesus. It is not the testimony of any other man or any other kind of man but Jesus, and we are to keep that before us. We think of the truth, “as the truth is in Jesus”, Ephesians 4: 21. That is His personal name. Does it not make an appeal to us? I believe, beloved brethren, that where ever there is prophecy—and it has been so from the very outset of the testimony—then the spirit of it is the testimony of Jesus. There is the setting forth of the character of that Man and that Man exclusively. 

May the Lord help us in these things. We all need help. We are helpers one of another. No one could claim to be above another. Each of us needs to be exercised about the testimony of our Lord and to understand that as related to Him each, has a responsibility for the maintenance of the truth, in particular in his or her own locality. Let us not be marked by the spirit of cowardice, but rather of power and of love and of wise discretion. Then let us be prepared to suffer in our souls with God, labouring with God for the brethren, then labouring  with the brethren for God that what has been delivered to us may not be lost but that we may cling tenaciously to it, not because it has reached us through certain persons but because it is the truth. It is the structure of the truth and the detail of the truth into which the Lord, I think, is presently seeking to bring us 

by experience. Then we are to understand that personalities are not to be before us. However well they may have served us—“I am thy fellow-bondman”. Let none of us, I say, get anyone before us other than God Himself, and His interests, His rights, His glory and His testimony. 

May we all be encouraged in it, for His glory. 

Address at Buckhurst Hill
1 January 1982 

 


Scripture references

2 Timothy 1:7-11 (JND) [7] For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God; [9] who has saved us, and has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to [his] own purpose and grace, which [was] given to us in Christ Jesus before [the] ages of time, [10] but has been made manifest now by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who has annulled death, and brought to light life and incorruptibility by the glad tidings; [11] to which *I* have been appointed a herald and apostle and teacher of [the] nations.

Jude 1:1-3 (JND) [1] Jude, bondman of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to the called ones beloved in God [the] Father and preserved in Jesus Christ: [2] Mercy to you, and peace, and love be multiplied. [3] Beloved, using all diligence to write to you of our common salvation, I have been obliged to write to you exhorting [you] to contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to the saints.

Revelation 19:9-10 (JND) [9] And he says to me, Write, Blessed [are] they who are called to the supper of the marriage of the Lamb. And he says to me, These are the true words of God. [10] And I fell before his feet to do him homage. And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Do homage to God. For the spirit of prophecy is the testimony of Jesus.

1 Corinthians 1:6 (JND) [6] (according as the testimony of the Christ has been confirmed in you,)

1 Corinthians 1:30 (JND) [30] But of him are *ye* in Christ Jesus, who has been made to us wisdom from God, and righteousness, and holiness, and redemption;

2 Timothy 2 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. …

2 Timothy 2:24 (JND) [24] And a bondman of [the] Lord ought not to contend, but be gentle towards all; apt to teach; forbearing;

John 21:22 (JND) [22] Jesus says to him, If I will that he abide until I come, what [is that] to thee? Follow thou me.

Revelation 19 (JND) [1] After these things I heard as a loud voice of a great multitude in the heaven, saying, Hallelujah: the salvation and the glory and the power of our God: [2] for true and righteous [are] his judgments; for he has judged the great harlot which corrupted the earth with her fornication, and has avenged the blood of his bondmen at her hand. [3] And a second time they said, Hallelujah. And her smoke goes up to the ages of ages. …

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …

2 Corinthians 10:13 (JND) [13] Now *we* will not boast out of measure, but according to the measure of the rule which the God of measure has apportioned to us, to reach to you also.

Revelation 22:9 (JND) [9] And he says to me, See [thou do it] not. I am thy fellow-bondman, and [the fellow-bondman] of thy brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Do homage to God.

Ephesians 4:21 (JND) [21] if ye have heard him and been instructed in him according as [the] truth is in Jesus;



“THAT … WE REPORT TO YOU”

P. van den Berg 

Numbers 14: 6–10; 1 John 1: 1–4 

Our brother has been speaking about what is precious for God in small circumstances (see p.5 of July issue). What is precious may not be appreciated by the great majority of God’s people but the work of God comes out in persons who appreciate what God has given to us. God had given the land to the people of Israel and the great test was appreciation of the land, the things “which God has prepared for them that love him”. It is a question of appreciating what God has purposed for us. There are persons who not only appreciate it but are ready to fight for it. The spiritual conflict is in view of the inheritance. 

In this section of Numbers the people had no faith for the land. We all are tested as to whether we have faith for what God has given to us. There are many who have turned back, but the victory is in those that have faith. John says, “This is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith” (1 John 5: 4), and we see in Joshua and Caleb men who appreciated the inheritance, who had faith for it. I am thankful for those that we are amongst here who have faith for what God has called us into, and we would desire that there would be more that would not just have an appreciation of the inheritance but would be ready to be committed to it. In the book of Ruth there is definite committal in view of the richness of what God has provided, and that would encourage each one of us, including myself, to ask the Lord to increase our faith. How often we find that we are tested as to whether we have faith for that! 

Here we have the good report. We could have no confidence in the ten who gave a different report; here are two men who gave a good report of the land and both of them went into the land. All the rest fell in the wilderness. Beloved brethren, do not let us fall in the wilderness. 

What God has in the present time for Himself is related to the land. We have our wilderness responsibilities, but our place is in the land. The assembly is in the land, if I can put it that way; that is where we have collective experience, and we can face the wilderness position from the land. There is the assembly in the wilderness in the epistles to the Corinthians, but the truth works out from the land, so we need to be in the enjoyment of our eternal relations. 

The Spirit has united us to the Man in glory; He is the Firstborn amongst many brethren. Our place is in sonship in the presence of the Father. I think our testing in the wilderness are to help us as to what our ways are to be—and what they will be if we are in the greater enjoyment of the land. 

Well, do not let us be discouraged because of the fewness of numbers. Here are two men who appreciated the inheritance. They say, “If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land”. They had the faith for it and said, “Rebel not against Jehovah; and fear not the people of the land; for they shall be our food. Their defence is departed from them”. They saw big walls and they spoke about giants and thought how small they themselves were. If you were with God you would look down on the walls; you would look down on the giants; but if you are like a flea on the ground you look up to them. God would give us a lift in faith so that we more than conquer through Him that has loved us (see Romans 8: 37). The Lord says, “In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage—I have overcome the world”, John 16: 33. 

The Lord has overcome all these obstacles and has opened up the inheritance through His own death. The greatest power that was in the way was death and He overcame it. 

So John gives us a report, a report from the land. You wonder about numbers in the epistle of John because he speaks of “us”, but there were no apostles left so far as we know but John; but that which was from the beginning is still available in the end and I think the Lord is speaking to us in the last days through one He reserved to the end to bring us into that which is from the beginning. John says, “the life has been manifested, and we ... bear witness, and report to you the eternal life”. It is like the report of Joshua and Caleb; John appreciated that “ eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us”. That connects us with the land. He says, “that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that ye also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ”. That would refer to the fellowship of the apostles and probably John was the only one left; he shows that those things still exist, all the breakdown has not changed them, and it is just there for us to come into them. Their fellowship was with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ and he says, “And these things write we to you that your joy may be full”. 

Beloved brethren, there is a great joy .connected with the inheritance. There is conflict, there are exercises, there is suffering, and there are many things that we go through in one way or another, but we need to be with God and to be in that sense unaffected by what is connected with the breakdown, to see matters as being with God and thus be in victory. We can be in the full joy of what God has prepared for us, the land flowing with milk and honey; the richness of all that God has is still there and available. May our hearts be drawn into it, and at  the same time may we have faith. It is one thing to have one’s affections moved—the bride in the Song of Songs had her affections touched and she saw the hand of her beloved, but she did not move (see Song of Songs 5: 4). She missed an opportunity. May our hearts just have a sense of that which God has prepared for us in His own purpose of love, and may we have faith to overcome all the circumstances to lay hold of eternal life, to be in the joy of the inheritance, to have the sense of abiding in Christ, the true vine, the true source of joy. He says, “Without me ye can do nothing”, John 15: 5. We may have the Father’s discipline in purging, but it is in order that we might bring forth more fruit. May it be so for His name’s sake. 

Word in meeting for ministry in Eastern Europe
13 November 1981 

 


Scripture references

Numbers 14:6-10 (JND) [6] And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, of them that searched out the land, rent their garments. [7] And they spoke to the whole assembly of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it out, is a very, very good land. [8] If Jehovah delight in us, he will bring us into this land, and give it us, a land that flows with milk and honey; [9] only rebel not against Jehovah; and fear not the people of the land; for they shall be our food. Their defence is departed from them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not. [10] And the whole assembly said that they should be stoned with stones. And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meeting to all the children of Israel.

1 John 1:1-4 (JND) [1] That which was from [the] beginning, that which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes; that which we contemplated, and our hands handled, concerning the word of life; [2] (and the life has been manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and report to you the eternal life, which was with the Father, and has been manifested to us:) [3] that which we have seen and heard we report to you, that *ye* also may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship [is] indeed with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. [4] And these things write we to you that your joy may be full.

1 John 5:4 (JND) [4] For all that has been begotten of God gets the victory over the world; and this is the victory which has gotten the victory over the world, our faith.

Romans 8:37 (JND) [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us.

John 16:33 (JND) [33] These things have I spoken to you that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye have tribulation; but be of good courage: I have overcome the world.

Song of Solomon 5:4 (JND) [4] My beloved put in his hand by the hole [of the door]; And my bowels yearned for him.

John 15:5 (JND) [5] I am the vine, ye [are] the branches. He that abides in me and I in him, *he* bears much fruit; for without me ye can do nothing.



“THE LORD HAS NEED OF THEM”

F. C. Mutton 

Matthew 21: 1–7; Acts 15: 36–41 16: 1–3 (to “took him”); 1 Kings 19: 19–21 

I wish, as the Lord helps, to speak of how persons (and the colt and the ass would typify persons) are taken up remarkably and sovereignly in relation to the will of God. I trust we all very earnestly desire that our time together might lead to committal to the will of God and to the testimony of our Lord. My impression as to this first passage in Matthew 21 is summed up in these words, “The Lord has need of them”. That is the position today, that the Lord has need of you. It is marvellous that it should be so, marvellous grace that would take us up and make some use of us. “The Lord has need of them”—He needs you, and He needs me. Let none of us think that we are insignificant and of no interest to the Lord. He has need of each of us, and in a meeting like this would call to us in a specific way that we might, yield to His claim. 

How rich in associations this area is, Jerusalem, Bethphage, the mount of Olives, whether we think of Jerusalem as the city where Jesus was to be betrayed, mocked, and denied, and outside which He was to be crucified; or whether we think of it, as this gospel speaks of it, as “the city of the great King” (Matthew 5: 35). Supremely great matters were at hand as the Lord moved into this area. And as He moves into it He has a need. We can say quite simply that as the Lord currently moves on in relation to His testimony He needs persons. “Go into the village over against you. and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose them and lead them to me “. 

May we each of us realise that the Lord has been over our lives and our circumstances right up to this moment, and may it be that at this time we hear His call. In a certain sense we have been detained, “tied”, restricted mercifully and protectively, kept from a great deal that would damage, spoil and impair us in relation to what the Lord would do with us. How great the  mercy of being brought up in a baptised household, for example, the preservation and the salvation there is in it. And there is also the protection and salvation of being among the saints. These are things for which we should give thanks. But the other side is your answer, and mine, to the Lord’s call. The Lord sent two disciples here saying, “Loose them and lead them to me”. Such an occasion as this the Lord would use for our loosing. A good deal has been before us, not only what is positive, but also what is negative, that we might be loosed from what is earthly, worldly, and sinful. Not that that is exactly the interpretation of this passage because the ass and colt were loosed from a protective setting. Nevertheless, the Lord would use an occasion like this to bring things to a certain climax, that we are loosed and thus become unreservedly available to Him. 

I would like to ask you, especially the beloved younger brethren, is that the direction of your desires and longings, to be unreservedly at the disposal of Jesus?—He who has been unreservedly committed to us in relation to our needs and our salvation. He who has gone to the uttermost lengths for us in devotion, love, and sacrifice is calling for you and for me today, because He has need of us, to be unreservedly available to Him. 

Now, we might deprecate ourselves. We might say, ‘I am very young; I do not know much. When I hear brothers talking, it makes me think I do not know anything at all’. Well, how very little any of us knows. It is not a question of what we know, although we would love to expand in our understanding of divine things; it is a question of simply answering in love to the love of Jesus toward us. That is what is called for, simple affection that would commit us unreservedly to Jesus because He has so loved us. I wonder if that is found with us. I believe it is, and I would encourage our beloved younger brethren especially to commit themselves unreservedly to the Lord Jesus for His use—“The Lord has need of them”. He immediately utilised what thus became available. It says, “The disciples having gone and done as Jesus had ordered them, brought the ass and the colt and put their garments upon them, and he sat on them”. 

And then commenced this scene of great dignity and significance, really prefiguring the world to come when Christ shall take up His universal rights. Here there were just these two animals available to Him as He came into the city of the great King. And such is the position now; He is publicly rejected. What a privilege to be available to carry Him into the area where He is loved and honoured. You say, ‘How can I do it?’ Well, we read earlier of Epaphras, a praying man. What influence, what effect, a praying man, a praying woman, a praying youth, or a praying young sister can have in enabling the Lord to come into a local situation. I am very, very conscious of the effect of prayer in such occasions as this. And these prayers make way for the Lord to come in. Your supplication to Him, your prayers to Him, your secret exercises—He will come in upon them among the brethren. It is fine to see in this passage what speaks of young and old together. So the young have a part to play, an essential part. What we read of in Romans 12 earlier would indicate this, that there is a sphere of constructive, positive exercise that each of us can take up and diligently attend to for the promotion of the welfare of the work of God and the comfort and encouragement of the beloved people of God. So it says, “He sat on them”. He  came in upon them. It works in many ways. He can come in upon your spirit if you are an exercised sister or an exercised brother. Such are with the Lord as to things generally and locally. The Lord will come in upon that. It gives Him, as it were, a means of access and entry in power and will enhance the tone and wealth and richness of the meetings, and enhance the sense of the Lord’s presence as He comes in. May we each then respond to this word, “The Lord has need of them”. 

When we come to Acts we have another kind of situation, and it is not unlike some in which we have found ourselves, humbling situations. It was a situation the effect of which would be most disturbing, disheartening and discouraging that one of the most prominent and attractive servants of the Lord had turned aside from Paul. “There arose therefore very warm feeling”. 

This was between two honoured men—Paul and Barnabas. As you read about Barnabas earlier and the kind of man he was, “son of consolation”, “a good man”, you would hardly think such a crisis possible, but it happened, and it has happened often. And another sorrow was that a very promising younger man, Mark, had gone back home from the work. He had a wonderful opportunity; we could say that the Lord had need of him; but he drew back from his committal. He went back home when there was work to be done—he abandoned it. What sorrow this must have caused amongst the brethren! There might have been misgiving as to whether the work of God could go forward in such circumstances. But it will go forward. Nothing can stand in its way. If some turn aside, others become available. So here two men are lost—temporarily—Barnabas and Mark—but two others become available. It says, “Paul having chosen Silas went forth”. Paul is continuing. He went forth. It is a word of purpose and power. The work is to go on, the great Pauline work. And not Paul alone, he would have Silas go with him. Paul’s heart must have been sad and burdened, and yet he would be comforted that there was a young man available in Silas, who had already proved himself in this chapter, to comfort him in the sore sorrow of the loss of his fellow-workman, Barnabas, and the unavailability of Mark. 

Are you and I going to be available for the continuance of what is Pauline, that it shall continue in its own power? That it shall go forward and prosper is undoubted; but I would love to be with Paul. So Silas at this moment of crisis is comfortingly and strengtheningly available to go forth with Paul. 

So they come to Derbe and Lystra, and behold, what a fine discovery, what an encouragement! The Lord had planned and ordered something for the comfort of His beloved servant. There is a precious feature of the work of God in Timotheus just waiting for him. So the weakened position is to be doubly strengthened, not only by Silas, but by Timotheus. Is it going to be strengthened by yourself and by myself? Are you and I to be available? As to Silas, “Paul having chosen Silas went forth”. As to Timothy, “Him would Paul have go forth with him”. Timothy had credentials. It says he “had a good testimony of the brethren in Lystra and Iconium”. He was a faithful, committed local brother. Let us be that. Let us prove ourselves in that sense where the Lord has set us. Do not let us seek what is spectacular; let us just seek to be faithful and devoted among the brethren where the Lord has set us. Let us be happily content to do the humblest service. He “had a good testimony of the brethren”. I think they would say, He does what needs to be done; he is diligent; he loves the Lord, he loves the truth, he serves the brethren practically. He would be a comfort to the brethren. Those, we might say, were the qualifications. “Him would Paul have go forth with him”; what an honour, what a privilege; and it is open to you and to me. I would just say this again, that the great Pauline work is continuing and shall be completed, and I would like to be in it, and in full, unreserved support of it. 

The Lord has need of such persons as Paul had need of. Paul loved to associate Timothy with himself in various circumstances, and before long in the prison in Philippi we find Paul and Silas in the wonderful partnership of prayer and praising. What a privilege to be with Paul in prison, to witness that man’s buoyancy of spirit, his confidence when the whole situation seemed to be crumbling and the way seemed almost to be shut up. What an experience to be in the stocks with Paul, in suffering with him and in salvation with him, and then to see God’s resolution of that situation as the jailer and all his house were secured. The Pauline testimony will go on. There will be apparent reverses and disasters, as there have been. But it will go on because it is the will of God and the work of God, and the Lord has need of you and me, that we might be joined in the work. Paul uses the terms “fellow-bondman” and “fellow-labourer”. May they embrace us. As we said earlier, the testimony is not a sphere for spectators at all. It is a sphere for fellow-workmen with Paul in the work of God. 

When we come to Kings, it is a most interesting portion. The service of Elijah was nearing its end and he was told, “Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint prophet in thy stead”. Someone was needed for the continuation in power of the work of the testimony. 

There is, of course the element of divine sovereignty in all these matters. There is a striking illustration of that in Simon the Cyrenian. You will remember that he was coming from the fields and was laid hold of to bear the cross of Jesus behind Him (Luke 23: 26). It was an extraordinary sovereign movement of God that that man, a Cyrenian, coming from maybe a thousand miles away in Libya, coming from the fields, was chosen by divine selection to share the reproach of Christ, to bear His cross behind Him. Heaven is making its choice and its selection and sovereignty enters into it, but on our side exercise and desire, and above all love for Christ, also enter into it and, if I may so say, put us in the way of God’s sovereign operations. 

So here it says, “And he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing with twelve yokes before him, and he with the twelfth”. There are certain features about Elisha that are very significant. He was the twelfth. I do not think he was an aspiring, pushful kind of person at all. Such persons are not going to be of much use in the testimony. 

Paul says, “I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and the gentleness of the Christ”, 2 Corinthians 10: 1. That is the kind of person whom the Lord can make use of. Here is a man prepared to be twelfth, doing the work, but the last in the line. I am pretty sure he had no idea of what was going to happen to him. “And Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him”. I do not know what Elisha had been thinking about just before—perhaps concentrating on the straightness of the furrows, perhaps thinking of the harvest; suddenly this happens to him. And may something that corresponds to it happen among us at this time, a sense of something being laid upon us. 

Paul says to Timothy, “This charge … I commit to thee”. Something was being transferred in a certain sense from Paul to Timothy. Something is being transferred here from Elijah to Elisha. Paul is concerned as to Timothy taking on responsibility, the charge, concerned too that he should commit what was entrusted to him to faithful men that they in turn should commit it to others also. So the testimony goes on, we might say from generation to generation. But are you and I available to take it on? “And Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him”. I do not doubt that in a sense Elijah is a type of Christ putting in his claim to you and me, bringing us under His influence, as Paul says, “The love of the Christ constrains us”, 2 Corinthians 5: 14. What the effect would have been on Elisha to find himself enfolded in the mantle of the great prophet. Yet he obviously was not frightened. I think he had an impression not only of something being committed to him, but of resources to carry it through, which he was very soon to prove in the double portion of Elijah’s spirit. 

His first reaction is good. “He left the oxen, and ran after Elijah”. May that be our reaction as the Lord speaks to us. Let there be a haste and an urgency to commit ourselves to the Lord. 

But, as with ourselves so often, Elisha’s was a mixed committal, “Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee”. Just let me go home and see mother and father, then I will come. But Elijah challenges that—“Go back again; for what have I done to thee?”, as if to say, If that is your outlook, putting your own things first, that is not the kind of person I require. As the Lord said, “He who loves father or mother above me is not worthy of me”, Matthew 10: 37. That means that the claims of the love of Christ and the work of the Lord are to be paramount over every other claim. But as we put them first, every other righteous claim will be duly attended to. “And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen”. It shows that Elijah’s word had sunk in and had a revolutionary effect. Elisha’s whole outlook now was not in relation to his ploughing, to that field, but to another field. It was total, irrevocable, sacrificial committal. Now the Lord loves that, and may it be found with us. It was found with Paul. He said he had suffered the loss of all things, and counted them filth for Christ. What an irrevocable committal was his, and how the Lord honoured it! 

Now certain right instincts come to light immediately in Elisha in what is sacrificial. He “took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate”. Nobody told him to do it. I would only comment that the Lord greatly values love and consideration for His beloved people. Let that underlie all activity and service. Let not service be an end in itself, but let there be affection and care for the saints and the desire to supply, whatever the cost, whatever needs to be provided for the beloved people of God. “He gave to the people, and they ate”—he gave them food. The Lord Jesus said, “The Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister”, Mark 10: 45. That was the great principle of His service; others were His object. He was not, in that  sense, desiring to be the object of the service of others. He was among His own as the One who served. And at this early phase of his call Elisha had this instinct. 

He “gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him”. We see these holy, right instincts and desires finding expression. He has ceased to be immersed in his own field of activity and is finding an object and outlet now in the people of God and in the great servant of Jehovah at that time; he ministered to him. Later it says he poured water on the hands of Elijah. He was a comfort and support to him. It is like that little company that Paul had, like-minded, committed, and devoted, when so few were available, every one valued and treasured and supportive of the great work with which Paul was entrusted in relation to the will of God. My longing is that what has been before us may result in personal committal to the Lord, and to the work of the Lord, until He come. 

Address at Macduff
24 May 1980 

One or two have expressed concern as to a statement in a preaching by Mr. C. Hammond in the March 1982 issue, p.5—‘The Lord Jesus left the status of deity (not deity itself), to come here’. One correspondent quoted Mr. J. Taylor (Vol. 57, p.266) where, answering a question as to expressions as to the Lord leaving the status of deity or leaving the form of God, J.T. said, should not say those were scriptural remarks. We cannot restrict a divine Person as to what He can do or must do. To bring in the word must is not right’. The author is in full agreement with Mr. Taylor’s emphatic objection to the negative assertion. 

As to the statement made in the Plainfield preaching, the author writes: ‘After sober consideration it is felt right to withdraw the statement, with regret that it might give concern, even though it was followed by the words in the parenthesis which at the time it was felt covered what was due to the Lord’. The editor agrees as to the wisdom of withdrawal, although it was an expression used by Mr. J. N. Darby (‘Coll. Wrtgs.’ Vol. 32, p.420), and regrets any anxiety caused in relation to this holy subject. 
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Scripture references

Matthew 21:1-7 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. [4] But all this came to pass, that that might be fulfilled which was spoken through the prophet, saying, [5] Say to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy King cometh to thee, meek, and mounted upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. [6] But the disciples, having gone and done as Jesus had ordered them, [7] brought the ass and the colt and put their garments upon them, and he sat on them.

Acts 15:36-41 (JND) [36] But after certain days Paul said to Barnabas, Let us return now and visit the brethren in every city where we have announced the word of the Lord, [and see] how they are getting on. [37] And Barnabas proposed to take with [them] John also, called Mark; [38] but Paul thought it not well to take with them him who had abandoned them, [going back] from Pamphylia, and had not gone with them to the work. [39] There arose therefore very warm feeling, so that they separated from one another; and Barnabas taking Mark sailed away to Cyprus; [40] but Paul having chosen Silas went forth, committed by the brethren to the grace of God. [41] And he passed through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the assemblies.

1 Kings 19:19-21 (JND) [19] And he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was ploughing [with] twelve yokes before him, and he with the twelfth; and Elijah went over to him, and cast his mantle on him. [20] And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and I will follow thee. And he said to him, Go back again; for what have I done to thee? [21] And he returned back from him, and took the yoke of oxen, and killed them, and boiled their flesh with the implements of the oxen, and gave to the people, and they ate. And he arose and went after Elijah, and ministered to him.

Matthew 21 (JND) [1] And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, at the mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, [2] saying to them, Go into the village over against you, and immediately ye will find an ass tied, and a colt with it; loose [them] and lead [them] to me. [3] And if any one say anything to you, ye shall say, The Lord has need of them, and straightway he will send them. …

Matthew 5:35 (JND) [35] nor by the earth, because it is [the] footstool of his feet; nor by Jerusalem, because it is [the] city of the great King.

Romans 12 (JND) [1] I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the compassions of God, to present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, [which is] your intelligent service. [2] And be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of [your] mind, that ye may prove what [is] the good and acceptable and perfect will of God. [3] For I say, through the grace which has been given to me, to every one that is among you, not to have high thoughts above what he should think; but to think so as to be wise, as God has dealt to each a measure of faith. …

Luke 23:26 (JND) [26] And as they led him away, they laid hold on a certain Simon, a Cyrenian, coming from the field, and put the cross upon him to bear it behind Jesus.

2 Corinthians 10:1 (JND) [1] But I myself, Paul, entreat you by the meekness and gentleness of the Christ, who, as to appearance, [when present] [am] mean among you, but absent am bold towards you;

2 Corinthians 5:14 (JND) [14] For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died;

Matthew 10:37 (JND) [37] He who loves father or mother above me is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter above me is not worthy of me.

Mark 10:45 (JND) [45] For also the Son of man did not come to be ministered to, but to minister, and give his life a ransom for many.
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