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“NOTHING SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE LOVE OF GOD”

Romans 8:31-39;  Song of Songs 5:10-16;  

John 15:9-13

I feel guided to speak about the holding power of divine love.  How blessed is that perfect love that we sang of in our opening hymn (Hymn 111).  This section in Romans surely appeals to every true lover of the Lord Jesus, making us think of the way that we are held without any possibility of separation from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.  You may be conscious, as I certainly am, of much weakness and frequent failings on our part, but I rejoice in the inseparable power of the holy love of God.  Nothing will ever, ever separate me from that love.  I was in God’s mind before time began.  Many of us can say that – those who are conscious of having been called into divine favour through the wondrous grace of God.  Think of God having this in His heart of love before time began, and in divine counsel finding a way whereby the purpose of His love should be worked out according to His wisdom and glorious power, to operate everything in view of His final glory.  

Great sacrifice has been involved.  It is touched on in the section we read – “He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things?”.  How could there ever have been knowledge of the love of God imparted to us, had it not been for the way that God has come out in wondrous love in Christ, His own beloved Son, who has gone by way of the sufferings of the cross to fully bring into expression the wonderful power of that inseparable love that now holds us?  May we rejoice in it!  It is intended to stir up the affections of our hearts.  I love to read this section and to reflect on it.  Think of the apostle Paul considering a whole range of thoughts, and finally coming to this conclusion: “For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God”.  These things that Paul mentions are by no means insignificant things.  Some are mighty powers – think of the power of death, holding men in bondage and fear through the whole of their lives.  What a mighty power, the power of death: Christ has overcome that power.  He has gone down into death, and vanquished the power of death and him who wielded it.  There are other very great powers that the apostle Paul refers to here, but his considered persuasion was that nothing will separate us from “the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”.

That means that no single power amongst the range spoken of, nor any other power that might be known, nor the combination of them all – nothing, can separate us from “the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus”.  I trust that the hearts of all here are filled with fresh joy and fresh confidence in our God who has so marked us out for blessing according to the purpose of His love and taken us into favour through the blessed operations of His grace.  We owe everything to our God who has so operated in Christ towards us.  We are not the source of anything to do with our eternal blessing.  Indeed, we have done everything that might have prevented us from having a glimmer of hope or any prospect in relation to eternal happiness and blessing.  All has found its blessed source in God Himself who has come near to us in Christ.  

Now I have this additional thought which I seek to bring before the hearts of each and all of us, that Christ is the Centre of it all.  That is according to the wisdom of God, that everything should be headed up in the Christ, and that He should be established as the Centre of a universe of bliss for God.  That is a very wonderful thing.  We have been brought within the marvellous range of the enjoyment of divine love.  I trust that everyone here who has trusted the Saviour, and has come to know the Lord in that wonderful way, has come to value and appreciate the sufferings of Jesus that have been necessary in order that the love of God might be fully told forth.  The righteous basis is established on which everything for God’s satisfaction and pleasure has been founded.  I trust that each of us appreciates and values the gift of the Holy Spirit by whom “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts”, Rom.5:5.  If you are not keenly conscious of that blessing, and the enjoyment of it, ask God that He might give you the consciousness of having received the gift of the Holy Spirit.  What a blessing, and what a power!  What a service is rendered by the Holy Spirit who would hold our minds and affections in the consciousness of the love of Jesus.  The Holy Spirit is here at the present time to serve in relation to the whole range of divine interests.  How immensely great is all that has come out towards us in wondrous blessing through Christ Jesus our Lord.

Now, everything is established there in a Centre.  We are not wanderers.  We are not led in some strange range of conceptions.  God’s things have been made known in light and glory, and have their fixed Centre in a blessed Man in heaven.  May our hearts be held in firm attachment to Him.  Through the outgoing of the glad tidings, we – and I speak now to believers – are made conscious of being attracted towards Him, towards the Lord Jesus.  Then as trusting in Him, and coming to prove the blessedness of the divine love that has been expressed through Him, there is a bond of attachment that follows from attraction.  There is a bond of attachment whereby we are held; and according to this passage nothing ever shall break that bond.

Flowing out of that is the thought of response, of answering affection to divine Persons who have so operated.  There is a wonderful bond of attachment.  I was noticing a remark that the apostle Paul made when writing to the Galatians: “Ye are deprived of all profit from the Christ as separated from him”, Gal.5:4.  What profit, or gain, or blessing will you ever find as separated from the Christ?  Mr Darby has an interesting translator’s footnote to that verse.  It suggests to me that we are not liable to be separated from the love that has brought us into eternal blessing through the forgiveness of our sins, on account of the work of our Lord Jesus: that stands in all its blessedness.  But I might be deprived of the present profit of all that flows from Christ if I do not abide with fixity in relation to Him as the Centre, and my heart and interests are held there.  I feel that that is an important subject.  Others much wiser than me who have looked into divine things have given us to understand that Christianity can be viewed as built up in a series of concentric circles.  And we know that if there is a circle, it must have a centre.  In Christianity, the Centre is Christ.  These circles range out from Him, in all their appeal and attractiveness.  

Maybe firstly, I am concerned with my own personal link with Jesus.  Well and good, and may it be firmly established and consciously maintained.  But then these circles of interest range out.  I may be helped to appreciate the sphere or circle of interest I have been brought into among the saints locally where the Lord would have me to walk.  Then I find there is a great circle, in wider scope still, of the whole assembly, each local assembly forming part in that wondrous entity, and then the whole assembly, many of the personnel we do not know but with Christ its Centre and its Head, everything flowing out in living resource from Himself.  Then, as we have already noted, God has appointed Him to fill the entire universe of which He will be the Centre.  What a circle, the entire universe held for God!  I suppose we could say that everything, whether we know the extent intelligently of the scope of divine activities and range of interests or not, everything must be centred in Christ, that blessed Man by whom God has come out in declaration.  How wonderful that God would engage our hearts with such a range of concentric circles, one after the other, of expanding interests, to fill and flood our hearts.  Why should we ever turn aside to the trivialities and passing things of the world?  How sad if we become engrossed with our own things to the exclusion of the heavenly things.  But how wonderful that God has brought us into such things through the marvellous operations of His grace, filling our hearts with the blessed knowledge of Himself and of His wondrous love, shedding it abroad in our affections by the Holy Spirit, seeking that we might be held in attachment to Christ as the Centre!

I then read in the Song of Songs.  I did not have in mind to attempt to expound on these many glories, typically expressing the glories of Christ.  I would not be able to, in any case.  Nor does time permit us to go into the fulness of the detail.  But there was one aspect of the passage that I would seek help to enlarge a little upon, and that is: “His hands gold rings, set with the chrysolite”.  “His hands”: those hands like rings, by which we are held in this inseparable bond of divine love.  Will Christ ever let us go?  Never!  You may grow cold in your affections; so may I.  May the Lord grant that we should be preserved from such decline.  But in any case, no one can seize us from the hand of the Father (John 10:29) and no one and nothing can take me out of the hand of Christ (v.28).  I am held by the power of an inseparable love, and I give the Lord thanks for that.  Many a time I have thanked Him, and I still do.  Where would I be without that grip that holds me? Hands like rings: not only do they hold me, but they are the hands that hold the assembly in such a bond of attachment to Himself. 

His hands are referred to earlier in the book: “His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me”, Song of Songs 2:6.  Think of those hands like rings, never letting go in any sense His abiding love for the assembly.  “His left hand is under my head”: think of the Lord supporting us to give intelligence in regard of the knowledge of Himself and His many glories set out in the passage we have read, and of the abiding character of His love.  “His left hand under my head” seems to suggest how the Lord would support the assembly, so that she might be sustained for ever in the conscious knowledge of His wondrous, abiding love.  “And his right hand doth embrace me”: that is the intimate enjoyment of that precious love that would hold us so close to Himself, in the embrace of His love.  The ring is a symbol of a bond in the context used in chapter 5.  “His hands gold rings”: a symbol of a bond, unbroken, complete in its holding power.  The chrysolite is not exactly a symbol of the bond.  Why mention the chrysolite?  I think the chrysolite is mentioned to show that that bond is held in all the wondrous attractiveness that the love of Christ portrays.  It is not only that there is a bond that cannot be broken, by which we are held, and will be for ever, to our blessed Saviour, but that bond is so attractive.  Does it mean much to you?  His hands are like rings set with the chrysolite, in all its sparkling attractiveness to fill and flood our affections and to give us the consciousness of a love that is so blessed in every aspect whereby we are held.

Referring now to John 15, the Lord is recorded as saying, “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love”.  How has the Father loved Christ?  How could I ever attempt to evaluate and set forth the blessedness of that wondrous love, the perfect love with which the Father has loved the Son?  A love that the Lord was conscious of throughout the whole of His pathway here, ever held in the enjoyment of it, ever sustained by it, that wondrous love.  There came of course the solemnity of the three hours on the cross, and we can never forget that, when the Lord, in love for His Father, was prepared to go that way.  I would add that God, though loving the Son, did not spare Him from the wrath of the terrible judgment of those three hours, during which the Lord was forsaken.  That was so necessary on account of God’s holiness so that the love of God should be enjoyed eternally by rescued persons such as ourselves, and should be fully expressed in the wonder of all that was accomplished there.  That is the blessed love of the Father. 

That is the character of the love with which the Lord says that He loved His own: “As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you”.  What a love!  Are we not immensely favoured, beloved brethren, by extension?  I admit these words were spoken directly by the Lord to the apostles who were in such close association with the Lord Jesus, but John wrote so that the things that had been enjoyed by them might be revealed and made known to others, so that by extension we might come into the enjoyment of these precious things as well.  We are loved with that very same love.  Then the Lord says, “abide in my love”.  Why should the Lord say that when we have been reading, with such appeal and attractiveness, of the apostle’s persuasion in Romans 8 that nothing can separate us from the love of God which is Christ Jesus?  Why the exhortation to abide in it?  These two things run together.  We are never exempt from the need for exercise on our part, and commitment to seek to pursue what is according to the Lord’s commandments and His interests, if we are to abide in the enjoyment of that love.  It is as abiding in it that we are given to prove continually the consciousness of the enjoyment and the intimacy and beautiful character of that love.  I touch again on the rings set with the chrysolite: the wonderful appeal of that love.  Why should I ever wish to be away from it, and grow cold?  May the Lord grant it to us all to be freshly stirred up in our hearts to abide in that love, to know its wondrous living character, its abiding value, its power to hold us and preserve us.

“If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love” – a practical word of exhortation.  Let us seek to adhere to what is due in faithfulness and love for the Lord Jesus in this scene that is characterised by so much adversity against our blessed Lord, and out of keeping with the desire of God in love for men.  God will deal with these things in due time.  Meanwhile, the dispensation of grace is still running its course; for how long none of us here knows.  Thank God, there is opportunity for blessing still available.  But God will not allow these things to go on and on for ever.  He is going to intervene and bring in judgment on evil – necessarily so, for He is a righteous God.  The actions of His holiness require that.  Love lies behind it.  God could not permit the continuance of what would be offensive to His love, and would in any way disrupt its enjoyment.  He must deal with it and He will do, so that ultimately He will abide and dwell in the blessedness of all that His love has made available.  I think that is a very wonderful thing.  You may say, ‘Is the lake of fire, then, a witness to the love of God?’.  It is evidence of the necessary judgment of God to confine disruptive evil, everything that in any way might raise opposition, to that awful place so that God’s love might pervade all through Christ, the very Centre of God’s universe.  

“If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love.”  We are reminded of the way we have the perfect example in Christ Himself.  How He kept His Father’s commandments; how He abode in the Father’s love!  May we do the same; may we hearken to the exhortation to keep the Lord’s commandments, and abide in His love.  The Lord has in mind that as we take heed to His word, His joy might be in us, and our joy might be full.  May our joy be fuller and fuller.  This world does not contribute to the satisfied joy of souls.  The enemy has no intention that we should find our lasting and abiding enjoyment in the love of Christ; He is set to do everything he can to oppose and disrupt it.  May we be guarded in our activities, and seek to be preserved under the authority of the Lord Jesus, and be observant of His commandments.  May we seek to prove His love and walk according to the power of the Holy Spirit in all that is pleasing to the Lord. 

“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.”  What a circle of affection to be among the saints.  Let us not be marked by pride of heart, thinking that we are some exclusive, special company; we form part of the vast company secured amongst the host of the redeemed.  Let us walk wisely, as privileged to be among some with whom, at the present time, we are granted that wonderful opportunity to be in a circle of affection indeed.  Let us love one another.  To what extent am I to love my brother?  The Lord says, “as I have loved you”.  We sang in our opening hymn of perfect love – ‘With a perfect love He loves us’.  Let us love one another without any admixture or complexity being added to it.  How things will proceed in a happy and continual way as that is fully observed and maintained among us.

I come back to my first thought of an inseparable love that will hold us for all eternity.  Let our hearts abide in it and enjoy it, beloved brother or sister; and dear young ones here, the world can offer nothing to compare with that love, it is such a wonderful, blessed thing.  Nobody can say of anything in this world that it is in any way comparable with the love of God: it stands out supreme in its blessedness.  May you enjoy it too, and seek after it and the things that belong to Christ, the Centre of it, for His glory and for our blessing.  

For His name’s sake.

 

Address at Glasgow

20 April 2024

 

John Laurie

 

 

 


Scripture references

Romans 8:31-39 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us? [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things? [33] Who shall bring an accusation against God's elect? [It is] God who justifies: [34] who is he that condemns? [It is] Christ who has died, but rather has been [also] raised up; who is also at the right hand of God; who also intercedes for us. [35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] According as it is written, For thy sake we are put to death all the day long; we have been reckoned as sheep for slaughter. [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us. [38] For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:31-39 (JND) [31] What shall we then say to these things? If God [be] for us, who against us? [32] He who, yea, has not spared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him grant us all things? [33] Who shall bring an accusation against God's elect? [It is] God who justifies: [34] who is he that condemns? [It is] Christ who has died, but rather has been [also] raised up; who is also at the right hand of God; who also intercedes for us. [35] Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? tribulation or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? [36] According as it is written, For thy sake we are put to death all the day long; we have been reckoned as sheep for slaughter. [37] But in all these things we more than conquer through him that has loved us. [38] For I am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, [39] nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Song of Solomon 5:10-16 (JND) [10] My beloved is white and ruddy, The chiefest among ten thousand. [11] His head is [as] the finest gold; His locks are flowing, black as the raven; [12] His eyes are like doves by the water-brooks, Washed with milk, fitly set; [13] His cheeks are as a bed of spices, raised beds of sweet plants; His lips lilies, dropping liquid myrrh. [14] His hands gold rings, set with the chrysolite; His belly is bright ivory, overlaid [with] sapphires; [15] His legs, pillars of marble, set upon bases of fine gold: His bearing as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; [16] His mouth is most sweet: Yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, yea, this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

Song of Solomon 5:10-16 (JND) [10] My beloved is white and ruddy, The chiefest among ten thousand. [11] His head is [as] the finest gold; His locks are flowing, black as the raven; [12] His eyes are like doves by the water-brooks, Washed with milk, fitly set; [13] His cheeks are as a bed of spices, raised beds of sweet plants; His lips lilies, dropping liquid myrrh. [14] His hands gold rings, set with the chrysolite; His belly is bright ivory, overlaid [with] sapphires; [15] His legs, pillars of marble, set upon bases of fine gold: His bearing as Lebanon, excellent as the cedars; [16] His mouth is most sweet: Yea, he is altogether lovely. This is my beloved, yea, this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem.

John 15:9-13 (JND) [9] As the Father has loved me, I also have loved you: abide in my love. [10] If ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love, as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his love. [11] I have spoken these things to you that my joy may be in you, and your joy be full. [12] This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you. [13] No one has greater love than this, that one should lay down his life for his friends.

Romans 5:5 (JND) [5] and hope does not make ashamed, because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by [the] Holy Spirit which has been given to us:

Galatians 5:4 (JND) [4] Ye are deprived of all profit from the Christ as separated [from him], as many as are justified by law; ye have fallen from grace.

John 10:29 (JND) [29] My Father who has given [them] to me is greater than all, and no one can seize out of the hand of my Father.

Song of Solomon 2:6 (JND) [6] His left hand is under my head, And his right hand doth embrace me.

John 15 (JND) [1] I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. [2] [As to] every branch in me not bearing fruit, he takes it away; and [as to] every one bearing fruit, he purges it that it may bring forth more fruit. [3] Ye are already clean by reason of the word which I have spoken to you. …

Romans 8 (JND) [1] [There is] then now no condemnation to those in Christ Jesus. [2] For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me free from the law of sin and of death. [3] For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, having sent his own Son, in likeness of flesh of sin, and for sin, has condemned sin in the flesh, …



THE COMING OF THE LORD

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18;  Revelation 22:20 

 

 We have sung the hymn, 

‘In peaceful wonder we adore

  The thoughts of love divine,

Which in that world, for evermore, 

 Unite our lot with Thine.’       (Hymn 114)

What we have read about are ‘The thoughts of love divine’.  We could never have thought of these things.  And it is ‘In peaceful wonder’ that we adore them: we are caused to wonder at the greatness of the thoughts of divine love for us.  Then ‘in that world, for evermore, unite our lot with Thine’: it will be the ultimate blessing, to be with Him.  The Lord Jesus was here for just a few years, relatively speaking; but we are going to spend eternity with Him.  We will be for ever with the Lord Jesus.  The apostle says, “So encourage one another with these words”.  This was written for the encouragement of these believers in Thessalonica, and it is written for our encouragement too in a scene where there is what can discourage.

The Lord’s coming is the hope of the church.  The words, “be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope” refer to unbelievers.  We feel for men, women and children who have no hope, but as believers we have an assured hope.  First of all, our hope relates to God’s purpose for us in a past eternity, an amazing thing.  God knew all that would come into the race, but before that happened, He had His purpose for men, that they would be with Christ for ever.  That purpose involved that one of the Persons of the Godhead would come into manhood.  We read here that the Lord Jesus will descend from heaven.  He has already descended – He descended once, what a stoop!  It was in view of securing God’s purpose.  

These young believers in Thessalonica thought that those who had fallen asleep would be deprived of coming out publicly with Christ, so the apostle writes, “so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”.  That is, God will bring them with Christ, with Jesus.  The apostle is giving light that these believers would not be deprived of that public side of things, of coming with Christ.  He brings in this light to explain that those who have fallen asleep will not be deprived of anything.  “For this we say to you in the word of the Lord”: he is emphasising the authority of the word, and the reliability of it.  He does not say it is his word, Paul’s word, but it is the word of the Lord.  The Lord gave this word, this light, to Paul and he passes it on to the Thessalonians and to us.

The Lord Jesus says of the Spirit that “he will announce to you what is coming”, John 16:13.  Only a divine Person can announce what is coming.  We only know about it because we have been told about it, the light has come to us.  We do not know the future, unless we are given light as to it, but the Persons of the Godhead do know as to the future.  You can see that in the Scriptures, over and over again.  Prophecies, and promises; promises as to the Lord coming; coming in at Bethlehem, born in a manger – that was all promised, it was all foretold.  Only a divine Person can foretell things.  There are other promises that have come to pass, and some that are still to come to pass.  We can rely on God’s word, on His promises.  

What we have read of here is still future, but it is our hope: it is encouraging and keeps the believer bright.  How glad we are to have this hope.  Here we get the detail, through Paul, of what will happen.  But it is the Lord’s word: “that we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep”.  That is those who were in the apostle’s mind, those who had fallen asleep, because that was troubling these persons to whom Paul was writing.  It says, “those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”.  That is those who are of this dispensation of faith.  “Asleep through Jesus” is a very attractive way to think of death.  The Lord Jesus actually puts each one of His own to sleep and takes them to be with Himself.  

Then it says, “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout”.  What power there will be in that assembling shout!  When time began, it says, “the sons of God shouted for joy”, Job 38:7.  Here is another shout: “the Lord himself, with an assembling shout”.  The Lord will gather all His own.  Each individual will be gathered together, for it is an “assembling” shout.  What a scattering there has been, and we grieve over that.  How the Lord feels it!  But here there is an assembling shout, with which He will gather all His own.  This is spoken of as the rapture.  It is not a word used in the Scriptures, but it is a good description.  Think of that assembling shout: every single thing here will have to be let go.  Every believer alive on the face of the earth, whatever links they have, whether natural or other links, all will be let go immediately in the power of that shout.  It brings out the attractiveness and the greatness of His Person.  These are amazing things.  Only the Lord could do this, with His assembling shout. 

Then it says, “with archangel’s voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven”.  The Lord is coming Himself for all His own; the Lord knows those that are His.  He will descend from heaven, He will not touch the earth, we will meet Him in the air, but He will descend.  Right at the beginning of Christianity, when the faith period began, it is said of Him that He will thus come in the manner in which they beheld Him going into heaven (Acts 1:11).  Immediately the faith period began, the period marked by the absence of Christ, there is light given that He would come again in the manner in which He had gone into heaven.

In Thessalonians, it says He “shall descend from heaven”.  What a movement from the divine side!  There is nothing else that is to happen before this.  The work of Christ was accomplished when He came the first time, to secure persons for Himself and for His God and Father; and He will come again to take them to Himself.  The movement will begin from the Father’s throne, and the Lord Jesus will receive the word to come, and He will come.  That Man will descend from heaven and will come for us all, and that will be rapture, because every one will be absolutely enthralled with Him.  We have sung of it: we will hear His voice, we will see His face. 

And “the dead in Christ shall rise first”.  That is wider than “those who have fallen asleep through Jesus”.  “Those who have fallen asleep through Jesus” belong to this present dispensation.  But “the dead in Christ” include persons from the outset, when God first had relations with man, right through all previous dispensations: the dead in Christ will rise first.  What a mighty power will be displayed then.  These things are actually going to happen. 

Then we “shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air”.  Think of what that will mean to the Lord, to “see of the fruit of the travail of his soul” (Isa.53:11), all together to meet the Lord in the air.  And we will enter eternal conditions, we shall be with the Lord for ever.  We are so near eternal conditions.  It will happen in the twinkling of an eye.  We are being prepared now for that.  Then it says, “and thus we shall be always with the Lord”. 

We read in Revelation: “He that testifies these things”.  That is a reference to the Lord Jesus.  He says “Yea, I come quickly”.  The Lord is saying this from His present position.  He gave this to John: “He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly”.  That is His attitude and His desire.  The response is – and the Spirit would be in this – “Amen; come, Lord Jesus”.  The Lord is looking forward to this: “Yea, I come quickly”.  He says, “I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory”, John 17:24.  He also says, “I ... shall receive you to myself”, John 14:3.  Think of that welcome we will have when He comes: “I ... shall receive you to myself”.  He says, “I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be”.  It is fulness of blessing for the Christian.  

May we be encouraged by these things.  What a hope we have, and the best is yet to come.  The Lord Jesus in that word in John 14 says, “I shall receive you to myself”.  He was leaving them, and He knew there would be difficult times ahead, but He gives them that word as comfort and encouragement, that it would not always be times of trouble and sorrow and testing, but the end will be bliss with Him for ever.   

For His name’s sake.

 

Word in meeting for ministry, Dundee

2 January 2024

 

Bruce Grant

 

 


Scripture references

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (JND) [13] But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that ye be not grieved even as also the rest who have no hope. [14] For if we believe that Jesus has died and has risen again, so also God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. [15] (For this we say to you in [the] word of [the] Lord, that *we*, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate those who have fallen asleep; [16] for the Lord himself, with an assembling shout, with archangel's voice and with trump of God, shall descend from heaven; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord. [18] So encourage one another with these words.)

Revelation 22:20 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

Revelation 22:20 (JND) [20] He that testifies these things says, Yea, I come quickly. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

John 16:13 (JND) [13] But when *he* is come, the Spirit of truth, he shall guide you into all the truth: for he shall not speak from himself; but whatsoever he shall hear he shall speak; and he will announce to you what is coming.

Job 38:7 (JND) [7] When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

Acts 1:11 (JND) [11] who also said, Men of Galilee, why do ye stand looking into heaven? This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall thus come in the manner in which ye have beheld him going into heaven.

Isaiah 53:11 (JND) [11] He shall see of [the fruit of] the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my righteous servant instruct many in righteousness; and *he* shall bear their iniquities.

John 17:24 (JND) [24] Father, [as to] those whom thou hast given me, I desire that where I am they also may be with me, that they may behold my glory which thou hast given me, for thou lovedst me before [the] foundation of [the] world.

John 14:3 (JND) [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be.

John 14 (JND) [1] Let not your heart be troubled; ye believe on God, believe also on me. [2] In my Father's house there are many abodes; were it not so, I had told you: for I go to prepare you a place; [3] and if I go and shall prepare you a place, I am coming again and shall receive you to myself, that where I am ye also may be. …



THIRSTING AND SATISFACTION

John 4:4-30, 39-42; 7:37-39; 19:28-30, 32-35; 

Revelation 22:17 (from “And let him that is athirst ...”)

I was thinking of the wonderful way in which the Lord Jesus, in grace, met this woman at the well of Sychar.  What a journey the Lord Jesus had taken to be there, waiting for her.  Where had that journey begun?  We would understand from the scriptures that precede it that the Lord had been in Judea which was in the south of Palestine while Samaria was more towards the centre.  Galilee was towards the north of Palestine.  Having been in Judea, we read in verse 3 of chapter 4 that the Lord was going into Galilee which meant He had to pass through Samaria.  That was when the Lord came and “sat just as he was at the fountain.  It was about the sixth hour”.  The Lord had walked a long way to await this woman when she came to draw water.  

What did that journey involve?  The roads would have been dusty, no doubt.  I do not know how long the journey took.  We do not know exactly where the Lord had come from within Judea, but it says that His disciples had baptised and that the Lord was with them.  If the baptising was in the Jordan – we are not actually told it was – but if it was in the Jordan, the nearest point to the Jordan from Sychar would have been some twenty miles.  It could have been more than that.  You think of the distance that the Lord had covered on foot, just to be there for this one woman.

Where had the journey really begun?  Had it begun with the Lord walking from Judea?  We sang in our hymn, ‘Once from glory’s height descending’ (Hymn 414).  The Lord had come not from a place on the earth; He had come from above.  He came from Godhead’s fullest glory, and stooped down into this world, into this scene, to meet each one of us.  This woman is an example person.  We should not think that the gospel is only spoken about others or to others; it is to speak to the hearts of each one of us.  What a distance the Lord has covered so that He might draw near to you and to me!  He has covered that distance. 

What did it mean to the Lord of glory, “the Creator of the ends of the earth” (Isa 40:28), to stoop down into this scene that His hands had made, and be found here as a Babe in Bethlehem’s manger?  Then He trod that path of devotion to the will of His God and Father in a sinless, perfect life.  He lived amongst men who were tainted by sin and tainted by every failing there could be; everything that stood out against mankind surrounded Him as the Lord entered this scene in His holy perfection.  He was found in figure as a man, and Scripture goes on to speak of how He “humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and that the death of the cross”, Phil.2:8.  This was the journey that the Lord Jesus was on, a journey that had already taken Him from the heights of glory, to stoop down into this scene and to move amongst men, to draw near to precious souls.  The Lord’s journey was taking him on to the cross of Calvary to pay the full price at all cost to Himself, in all suffering, extending to the shedding of His precious blood.  The Lord Jesus was on that way; and He stopped here where “he must needs pass through Samaria.” 

We read here that the Lord said, “salvation is of the Jews”.  The Lord had come to call His own, the especially favoured nation of Israel to whom the blessings had been given and the promises had been made.  Yet He was the true Joseph, whose “branches shoot over the wall”, Gen.49:22.  He was not confined to Israel.  The Lord was available to this Samaritan woman and He sat down to wait for her.  It says that He “sat just as he was at the fountain”.  He was tired: in the reality and perfection of His manhood here He felt everything.  You say, ‘He is God’.  Think of what this Person had done for the children of Israel on their journey out of Egypt, how the rock was smitten and the water flowed (Num.20:11).  At a word, at a command, the Lord could have created fountains of waters, streams of waters; but He sat just as He was in perfect, dependent manhood feeling the condition of thirst so that He could draw near to this woman who also thirsted.  She thirsted for more than the waters which this well could offer.  The Lord knew that, and He had come to seek her.  How do we know He came to seek her?  Not only because of the way He came to meet her, but also when the disciples come to Him in verse 27, no one said “What seekest thou?”.  The Lord was seeking and He knew this woman was seeking.  He had come to meet her need.

The Lord speaks to her in wondrous grace.  The woman could not understand why He, being a Jew, was speaking to her, a Samaritan.  There was a barrier between the two peoples, and yet there was no barrier when the Lord drew near to her.  He was ready to speak to her, just as He was and just as she was.  He knew her condition.  He knows our condition better than we know it ourselves.  He was there waiting for her.  And then He says, “Give me to drink”.  You think of the Lord having thirst, in his manhood.  You can hardly comprehend that the One who had created everything for life – food and water, all that is necessary – could yet himself experience hunger.  We read in the temptations that He hungered (Luke 4:2).  Now the Lord thirsted, and we read again so touchingly that on the cross, in the hour of His great need, He thirsted.  We marvel that the Lord proved what it was to hunger and to thirst.  He knew, too, what was needed for each soul to be satisfied.

The woman could not understand what the Lord was speaking of, and she comments that He had nothing to draw with.  She said, “the well is deep”.  Then the Lord speaks to her of the water that He could give her that did not come from any well here.  It did not come from anything that had been humanly dug, but it came from Himself, the living Source of life, from the One who is from above.  He is the Son of man who is in heaven.  That is where the Lord drew all His resources from, and He was making them available to the soul in need.  He makes these resources available to us in just the same way.  His speaking produces in this woman the desire to have something that would satisfy her in her soul, and she desires it of Him.  She says, “give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw”.  I am sure most people, if not everyone, would appreciate how wonderful it would be to be really satisfied – to be deeply, inwardly satisfied, not to want any more in one sense but to have something that is inward and brings life and satisfaction.  Many people seek this in different ways – pleasures and hobbies and many, many other things, but they do not really provide satisfaction deep down.  They may satisfy a superficial need, but God has created our hearts and our souls so that only He can satisfy them.  And He will pour in His blessing to every one who turns to the Lord Jesus and seeks from Him what He alone is able to give.

But this woman had a history that had to be met, as there is with each one of us, and our histories are different.  God knows them perfectly; He knows all that has entered into our lives.  He knows our present situation, present sorrows, things that we can think back on that we have done and wished we had not, things that we have said that should not have been said.  All of us are identified in that way as having “come short of the glory of God” (Rom.3:23): we have come far short of it.  We are all in the same category.  You might say some are at the top of the bracket, some are at the bottom of the bracket, but we all come short, we are all found to be guilty before God as having histories that have offended God.  Yet the Lord just touches the matter so graciously.  He does not speak about it in the way of holding this woman’s history against her.  He does not hold it out as an obstacle for her blessing – He does not say ‘Because you have done this, you are outside of the scope of what I can give’.  No, everyone is fully within the scope of what the Lord would delight to give.  But He does raise the question by saying to this woman, “Go, call thy husband”.  And her whole history comes out.  That is really what happens in the gospel: our whole history before God comes out.  He knows it all.  We do not have to speak in detail about it to one another.  Everything is apparent to God.  It is “laid bare to His eyes, with whom we have to do”, Heb.4:13. 

We sometimes sing in the hymn that speaks of the leper, ‘No frown is on His brow’ (Hymn 363).  Even though He already knows our history, all that has come into our lives, He draws it out so that it can be met, and met forever.  The Lord says to her “Thou hast well said”.  Her whole history comes out before Him, and she perceives that He is someone who can tell her all that she had ever done.  She begins to realise that Someone far greater than an ordinary person is here.  She evidently knew of the coming of the Messias; she may have been looking for it, because she says that One is coming who “will tell us all things”.  He says, “I who speak to thee am he”.  It comes home to her soul that this One who has spoken to her is indeed the Christ.  She is obviously convicted of it because she goes into the city and says “Come, see a man who told me all things I had ever done: is not he the Christ?”.

In this passage you can look at individual verses, or parts of verses, and they convey the gospel message.  “Come, see a man”.  What a man!  A different man altogether, in divine life here and yet able in tender grace and mercy to draw near to each one of us.  As a result of her speaking, the men of the city go out and come to Him.  That is the appeal in the glad tidings, to come personally to the Lord Jesus.  The result is wonderful because many believed on Him, but no longer on account of her word.  It is wonderful for the preacher to be able to point to the Saviour, but then it is for each soul to trust Him for themselves.  May it not be on account of anything that the preacher says, but may the words be a pointer to the Lord Jesus, the One who is able to meet every need.  The men of the city say to the woman, “It is no longer on account of thy saying that we believe, for we have heard him ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Saviour of the world”.  He remains that.  The Lord Jesus remains the Saviour of the world, One who is able to save to the uttermost no matter what our condition or history has been.  It is in wondrous grace that the Lord would address our condition with us.  But the Lord was going on to meet that sinful condition at the cross.

      In chapter 7 the Lord speaks again about the precious gift of living water.  It says, “In the last, the great day of the feast”.  As we understand from the Old Testament the feast was the feast of tabernacles.  It says that the feast of the Jews was near (v.2).  This was the last, the great day of the feast, when everything should have been at its best.  Yet there remained immense thirst among those present, and the Lord stands up and cries out saying, “If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink”.  So that the Lord Jesus Himself becomes the source of the living water and He spoke “concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive”.  How God loves to bestow upon us the richest gifts, the most precious things that there are – the gift of Christ Himself and His mighty accomplished work, and the gift of the Holy Spirit that we might have life according to God. 

Even when we put our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus, we find that we have no more strength in ourselves the moment after we are converted than the moment before.  We have no power to do what is right, and we have to recognise that.  The apostle Paul himself came to it.  He says, “in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell”, Rom.7:18.  It is no good looking for improvement in ourselves.  Our sinful condition was completely met and set aside at the cross.  The Lord Jesus gives the Holy Spirit, the gift is poured out, so we should have the living water and that it should flow out like rivers.  How richly the Holy Spirit is given to those that believe, so that we should walk and be sustained “in newness of life”, Rom.6:4.  We read that the Spirit was not yet because Jesus had not yet been glorified.  But before the Lord Jesus could be glorified, He was crucified.  What a pathway He was on!

We read in John 19 of the closing scenes of anguish in the Lord’s life here, as we sometimes sing (hymn 298).  What that meant for the Lord Jesus, when all “left him and fled” (Matt.26:56), when “I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none”, Ps.69:20.  The Lord Jesus was alone on the cross in His hour of greatest need.  Why was He there?  Because of you and because of me; because of the woman that He had spoken to at Sychar.  The Lord Jesus was there on the cross to take the place of everyone who believes.  He was there vicariously – not on His account but on our account.  Everyone who believes looks to Him.  The serpent of old was lifted up in the wilderness; everyone who looked on it, lived (Num.21:8).  The Lord Jesus was lifted up, lifted up to die (John 3:14).  He bore the shame, the scorn, the spitting, the mockery, the hatred of men: everything that could possibly be brought against the holy Son of God was brought against Him.  It says of the Lord in that hour, “knowing that all things were now finished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst”.  There is a touching reference in Psalm 69, “in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink” (v.21).  Think of the Lord thirsting, but going the way of suffering that we might not thirst, and that we might have the living water.  He desires that we might never thirst in our souls for ever, but our souls be eternally satisfied with Himself and what He has done.

And then, “When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit”.  The whole mighty work of redemption was being worked out; the One who had the right of redemption had exercised it fully and paid the full price.  We go on to read what it involved.  Not only the sacrifice of Himself, but we read of the shedding of His precious blood.  One of the soldiers came and pierced His side with a spear and immediately there came out blood and water.  As we are often reminded, the blood is for God.  It shows that the full price of redemption was paid to God’s complete satisfaction.  The shedding of that precious blood was the only price that could secure redemption, and then the water was there for our cleansing.  John adds his own affirmation to this: it is as though John puts his own seal to it.  He says, “he who saw it bears witness”.  He was an eyewitness of the precious blood of the Lord Jesus being shed and he says, “and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe”.  The word comes to us tonight that we also may believe, “and that believing ye might have life in his name”, John 20:31.

When we come to Revelation 22, at the very end of the Bible, the appeal is still being made.  The Lord Jesus was glorified, the Holy Spirit had been given, and it says where we read, “And let him that is athirst come”.  There are no conditions and no barrier.  The Lord Jesus has covered the distance and removed it, so that every one can come freely: “he that will, let him take the water of life freely”.  How wonderful it is.  That gift is there ready to be received now by believers.  The Lord Jesus has met the whole question of our moral state; He has paid the price that we could never pay; He has paid that price in the giving of Himself, the shedding of His blood.  He is the only source of true satisfaction.  Simple faith in Him secures it for time and eternity.

May the Lord bless the word, for His name’s sake.
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Scripture references

John 4:4-42 (JND) [4] And he must needs pass through Samaria. [5] He comes therefore to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near to the land which Jacob gave to his son Joseph. [6] Now a fountain of Jacob's was there; Jesus therefore, being wearied with the way he had come, sat just as he was at the fountain. It was about the sixth hour. [7] A woman comes out of Samaria to draw water. Jesus says to her, Give me to drink [8] (for his disciples had gone away into the city that they might buy provisions). [9] The Samaritan woman therefore says to him, How dost thou, being a Jew, ask to drink of me who am a Samaritan woman? for Jews have no intercourse with Samaritans. [10] Jesus answered and said to her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that says to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would have given thee living water. [11] The woman says to him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep: whence then hast thou the living water? [12] Art thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his sons, and his cattle? [13] Jesus answered and said to her, Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again; [14] but whosoever drinks of the water which I shall give him shall never thirst for ever, but the water which I shall give him shall become in him a fountain of water, springing up into eternal life. [15] The woman says to him, Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst nor come here to draw. …

John 7:37-39 (JND) [37] In the last, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried saying, If any one thirst, let him come to me and drink. [38] He that believes on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. [39] But this he said concerning the Spirit, which they that believed on him were about to receive; for [the] Spirit was not yet, because Jesus had not yet been glorified.

John 19:28-35 (JND) [28] After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now finished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, says, I thirst. [29] There was a vessel therefore there full of vinegar, and having filled a sponge with vinegar, and putting hyssop round it, they put it up to his mouth. [30] When therefore Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished; and having bowed his head, he delivered up his spirit. [31] The Jews therefore, that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the sabbath, for it was [the] preparation, (for the day of that sabbath was a great [day],) demanded of Pilate that their legs might be broken and they taken away. [32] The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first and of the other that had been crucified with him; [33] but coming to Jesus, when they saw that he was already dead they did not break his legs, [34] but one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and immediately there came out blood and water. [35] And he who saw it bears witness, and his witness is true, and he knows that he says true that ye also may believe.

Revelation 22:17 (JND) [17] And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that hears say, Come. And let him that is athirst come; he that will, let him take [the] water of life freely.

Isaiah 40:28 (JND) [28] Dost thou not know, hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, Jehovah, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not nor tireth? There is no searching of his understanding.

Philippians 2:8 (JND) [8] and having been found in figure as a man, humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death, and [that the] death of [the] cross.

Genesis 49:22 (JND) [22] Joseph is a fruitful bough; A fruitful bough by a well; [His] branches shoot over the wall.

Numbers 20:11 (JND) [11] And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his staff smote the rock twice, and much water came out, and the assembly drank, and their beasts.

Luke 4:2 (JND) [2] forty days, tempted of the devil; and in those days he did not eat anything, and when they were finished he hungered.

Romans 3:23 (JND) [23] for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;

Hebrews 4:13 (JND) [13] And there is not a creature unapparent before him; but all things [are] naked and laid bare to his eyes, with whom we have to do.

Romans 7:18 (JND) [18] For I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, good does not dwell: for to will is there with me, but to do right [I find] not.

Romans 6:4 (JND) [4] We have been buried therefore with him by baptism unto death, in order that, even as Christ has been raised up from among [the] dead by the glory of the Father, so *we* also should walk in newness of life.

John 19 (JND) [1] Then Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged [him]. [2] And the soldiers having plaited a crown of thorns put it on his head, and put a purple robe on him, [3] and came to him and said, Hail, king of the Jews! and gave him blows on the face. …

Matthew 26:56 (JND) [56] But all this is come to pass that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled. Then all the disciples left him and fled.

Psalms 69:20 (JND) [20] Reproach hath broken my heart, and I am overwhelmed: and I looked for sympathy, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none.

Numbers 21:8 (JND) [8] And Jehovah said to Moses, Make thee a fiery [serpent], and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, and looketh upon it, shall live.

John 3:14 (JND) [14] And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, thus must the Son of man be lifted up,

Psalms 69 (JND) [1] {To the chief Musician. Upon Shoshannim. [A Psalm] of David.} Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto [my] soul. [2] I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I am come into the depths of waters, and the flood overfloweth me. [3] I am weary with my crying, my throat is parched; mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. …

John 20:31 (JND) [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.

John 20:31 (JND) [31] but these are written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye might have life in his name.

Revelation 22 (JND) [1] And he shewed me a river of water of life, bright as crystal, going out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. [2] In the midst of its street, and of the river, on this side and on that side, [the] tree of life, producing twelve fruits, in each month yielding its fruit; and the leaves of the tree for healing of the nations. [3] And no curse shall be any more; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him, …
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