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THE HEAVENLY PORTION OF THE CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD

Exodus 16:14-16;  Leviticus 23:9-13

I speak, beloved brethren, as having a distinct sense from the Lord as to this meeting.  In a meeting such as this, we rightly think of the great thought of Christ and the assembly.  The type is there before us in Genesis 2; Jehovah brought the woman to the man, and man named her.  In a certain sense, God could not have given Christ as Man a greater gift than the assembly and that bears on the matter before us.  Marriage in the Lord and all its implicit moral beauty is before us.  That is amplified again in Exodus: “A man of the house of Levi went and took a daughter of Levi” (chap.2:1).  That elevates the thought of marriage in the Lord because it means that the persons involved are to become serviceable to God both in a levitical and priestly way.

You will notice that the thought of gift runs through these two passages, because manna means gift.  What greater gift could God give a man for his household than the freshness and vitality of the beautiful life of Christ?  The manna refers to that; not to any other person, not to anything else.  You will notice in this passage that it speaks about the man’s tent.  Even though newly married, our brother and sister are in a provisional setting.  This marriage, happy as it is and as being in the Lord, is a provisional thing, and yet God says, 'I am thinking about the man and the tent, and I am going to give them food that will carry them through the wilderness'.  So Exodus 16 refers to food from God to sustain assembly households, levitical households, and enable them to go through this provisional scene of testing and trial, and yet maintain what is due to God in the wilderness.   As we sang in our hymn (402), we are wholly separate from the world, its joys and pleasures.  The tent is a provisional position but it is one where God provides the food.  That should touch our hearts, and what food it is!  It is the grace and freshness and beauty of the life of Christ down here.  When the dew had gone up, there was nothing else there but the manna.  The man was to gather it according to the eating of the number of persons in his tent.  Woe betide any professing Christian household that does not avail itself of that kind of food, where the head of the house is not gathering it!

But then we come in Leviticus to a changed position.  It is not the wilderness, it is not the tent.  “Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When ye come into the land that I give unto you”.  That is another divine gift: God has given us the heavenly land.  It is not an earthly land; that is what Israel will have in a coming day.  The Christian household has a heavenly portion.  Then Jehovah says, “and ye reap the harvest thereof” – it is a fruitful position, it shows the result of spiritual, heavenly exercise.  It is not just, 'What do we need to get through day by day?', it is rather 'What will there be for God in this land that He has given us?'  And so “ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest unto the priest”.  Marriage in the Lord underlies the formation of an assembly-minded household, and such a household not only traverses the wilderness, it is to be a place from which food comes for God.  Think of the dignity of it, that you get into this blessed position in “the land that I give unto you”, and if you are heavenly-minded it becomes fruitful and you “reap the harvest thereof”.  Who has given that harvest?  God: but our exercise as assembly-minded householders enters into it.  So “he shall wave the sheaf before Jehovah, to be accepted for you”.  Think of bringing Christ as out of death to God for His pleasure.  And “ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf, a he-lamb without blemish”.  It is Christ in all His perfection, learned first no doubt in some little measure in the house in Egypt, but this is far in advance of that.  And “the oblation thereof”; now we come to what is especially for God, and it is stipulated what it shall be, “two tenths of fine flour mingled with oil.”  It is the excellencies of Christ whose humanity was of the Spirit and whose every thought and feeling for God was of the Spirit.  That is what you bring “mingled with oil”.  There never was humanity like that before, and how wonderful to have to do with it, as moving in the power of what the land is that God has given us.  It is “an offering by fire to Jehovah for a sweet odour; and then “the drink-offering thereof, of wine, a fourth part of a hin”.  You are not only thinking of your own joy as belonging to the land, but you are thinking of what gladdens the heart of God.  So this great offering is brought by the householder and “it is an everlasting statute throughout your generations in all your dwellings”.  Dear brethren, we must not let that go, what God has given us and what we must give Him.  It is an “everlasting statute throughout your generations”.

May the Lord bless the word.

Word in meeting for ministry at a marriage,

Bunnell / Ormond Beach, Florida

28 May 2014

W. McKillop


Scripture references

Exodus 16:14-16 (JND) [14] And when the dew that lay [round it] was gone up, behold, on the face of the wilderness there was [something] fine, granular, fine as hoar-frost, on the ground. [15] And the children of Israel saw [it], and said one to another, What is it? for they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, This is the bread which Jehovah has given you to eat. [16] This is the thing which Jehovah has commanded: Gather of it every man according to what he can eat, an omer a poll, [according to] the number of your persons: ye shall take every man for those that are in his tent.

Leviticus 23:9-13 (JND) [9] And Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying, [10] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When ye come into the land that I give unto you, and ye reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the first-fruits of your harvest unto the priest. [11] And he shall wave the sheaf before Jehovah, to be accepted for you; on the next day after the sabbath the priest shall wave it. [12] And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf, a he-lamb without blemish, a yearling, for a burnt-offering to Jehovah; [13] and the oblation thereof: two tenths of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering by fire to Jehovah for a sweet odour; and the drink-offering thereof, of wine, a fourth part of a hin.

Genesis 2 (JND) [1] And the heavens and the earth and all their host were finished. [2] And God had finished on the seventh day his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had made. [3] And God blessed the seventh day, and hallowed it, because that on it he rested from all his work which God had created in making it. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Leviticus 1 (JND) [1] And Jehovah called to Moses and spoke to him out of the tent of meeting, saying, [2] Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto them, When any man of you presenteth an offering to Jehovah, ye shall present your offering of the cattle, of the herd and of the flock. [3] If his offering be a burnt-offering of the herd, he shall present it a male without blemish: at the entrance of the tent of meeting shall he present it, for his acceptance before Jehovah. …

Exodus 16 (JND) [1] And they journeyed from Elim, and the whole assembly of the children of Israel came into the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure out of the land of Egypt. [2] And the whole assembly of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron in the wilderness. [3] And the children of Israel said to them, Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we ate bread to the full; for ye have brought us out into this wilderness, to kill this whole congregation with hunger! …



THE DEATH OF CHRIST AS THE WAY INTO OUR INHERITANCE

Joshua 3:14-17;  2 Chronicles 5:2-14: 6:1 (to “Solomon”);  Philippians 3:3

I was thinking, beloved, about the death of Christ from the point of view of our going into our inheritance.  The Red Sea, as the brethren know, relates to deliverance from Egypt, and the Jordan to our entrance into the inheritance.  We go in because we want to go in.  It was different when Israel came out of Egypt.  That was deliverance from Pharaoh and all his host.  They were represented at the cross; Pilate representing government, the high priests and the Jewish hierarchy representing the religious element, and then the people representing the mass.  All were under the power of the devil, and Jesus was alone there.  What a contemplation!  Matthew and Mark bring out the sufferings of Jesus, the abandonment, and all that related to the clearing of sin from before the throne of God; the three hours of darkness, the cry “why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt.27:46 and Mark 15:34) and all the awfulness of what was involved in that.  All that the enemy had brought in through sin and the fall of man is symbolised by the Red Sea, and it was all swallowed up completely.  So the children of Israel went through the Red Sea on dry ground.  Think of the immensity of it, beloved.  Well over a million people went through the Red Sea; it is a very extensive area.  God’s power made the way for them through the Red Sea.  So we are in type driven out of Egypt; we are glad to be out of it because we have been held in bondage, and we feel the awfulness of the bonds as subject to every whim of the devil.

But when it comes to the Jordan, we are concerned about getting into the inheritance to live with God in the area of His love, to dwell in God, to dwell with God.  I was thinking about that as the hymn was sung last night.  Soon it will be rest for ever; we will enjoy the fulness of divine rest, but now it is a time of walking with God.  Israel had walked with God through the desert up to this point, and a change was taking place.  God said to Joshua, “This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel”, Josh.3:7.  That is, Christ is magnified before us, and as we look at the type here, we can understand the increased influence of Christ; we can grow in our appreciation of the intrinsic greatness of Christ.  The ark was a small chest with four men carrying it, but what a wonderful contemplation Christ is, as we see in John’s gospel.  We are speaking now about the Son of God going into death, and annulling him who had the might of death (Heb.2:14).  All the power of Satan was there, all his wiles, all his craft, but it says here that when “the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), the waters which flowed down from above stood and rose up in a heap”.

What wonderful power was Christ’s as He went into death.  I marvel at that verse in John’s gospel, “he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called place of a skull”, John 19:17.  So “the waters which flowed down from above stood and rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam”.  There is plenty of room, beloved, to get across.  We have scope here, and it is up to us whether we want to cross or not.  The ark was holding back the waters; think of the immensity of that even in a literal way, in order that so many people could go over.   It was not the generation that came out of Egypt; it was a new generation.  For us, it is the new man, indigenous to heaven, belonging there and anxious to get there.  It is the work of God in ourselves, beloved, and we need to think about what this means for us.  Every one of Israel would go past the ark; they would see it, and they would see the priests standing there.  The two thousand cubits of distance emphasise the greatness of Christ.  Think of how Christ personally went to war with the enemy; it says, “Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name”, Exod.15:3.  Outwardly, weakness was seen at the cross, but then “the foolishness of God is wiser than men”, 1 Cor.1:25.  And so we get across.  It says that, “all Israel went over on dry ground”, but there is more, it says, “until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan”.  That will happen at the rapture, but the wonderful thing is that it is open to us now to enter into heaven by the Spirit.  That is what the land is, the enjoyment of life with Christ in glory.  Heaven is where He is.

In 2 Chronicles, this is what we are to touch, and we do touch it.  How long we are sustained in the experience of it relates to how well we have gone over Jordan.  The testimony is over Jordan, the ark is over, the tabernacle is over; we are at the house and the ark is in its place.  A brother used to say that the wilderness was not its place, the midst of the Jordan was not its place, but this is the place of the ark, speaking of Christ as central to the house of God.  He has built this house Himself.  How great the assembly is; every stone and every feature is a manifestation of the handiwork of Christ.  There was nothing in the ark except the two tables of stone.  You do not need the priesthood here, you do not need the manna here.  There are circumstances where all these elements and features are necessary, and services are necessary; but as we read through the chapter, things become unofficial.  We need to be reverent, but if we are in this place rightly, these things will be spiritually and characteristically true of us.

So what is official recedes.  The priests could not stand to do their service.  The priests were not numbered according to their courses; “the priests could not stand to do their service because of the cloud”.  What is official in this sense does not belong to the glory because we are touching the house, and that is why I read the first sentence in the next chapter, because sonship can speak.  How great these things are, beloved.  We sang,

‘And Eshcol’s grapes the story tell

     Of where Thy path doth lead’.         (Hymn 271)

This is the time of the first grapes; it would stir up in our hearts the anticipation of what the whole harvest will be.  All this is available to us, beloved, because the Spirit of God is the earnest of our inheritance, and we are awaiting “the redemption of the acquired possession”, Eph.1:14.  I mention these things because the death of Christ is the most wonderful contemplation and food for our souls, and it leads us right to the very heart of God.

May it be so for His name’s sake.

Word in meeting for ministry, Aberdeen, Scotland

4 February 2014

J.A. Gardiner


Scripture references

Joshua 3:14-17 (JND) [14] And it came to pass when the people removed from their tents, to pass over the Jordan, that the priests bearing the ark of the covenant were before the people; [15] and when they that bore the ark were come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the edge of the water (and the Jordan is full over all its banks throughout the days of harvest), [16] the waters which flowed down from above stood [and] rose up in a heap, very far, by Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan; and those that flowed down towards the sea of the plain, the salt sea, were completely cut off. And the people went over opposite to Jericho. [17] And the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan. And all Israel went over on dry ground, until all the nation had completely gone over the Jordan.

2 Chronicles 5:2 (JND) [2] Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the princes of the fathers of the children of Israel, to Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of Jehovah out of the city of David, which is Zion.

2 Chronicles 14:1-6 (JND) [1] And Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. And Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. [2] And Asa did what was good and right in the sight of Jehovah his God; [3] and he took away the altars of the strange [gods] and the high places, and broke the columns, and cut down the Asherahs; [4] and commanded Judah to seek Jehovah the God of their fathers, and to practise the law and the commandment. [5] And he removed out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the sun-images; and the kingdom was quiet before him. [6] And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because Jehovah had given him rest.

2 Chronicles 14:1-6 (JND) [1] And Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city of David. And Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. [2] And Asa did what was good and right in the sight of Jehovah his God; [3] and he took away the altars of the strange [gods] and the high places, and broke the columns, and cut down the Asherahs; [4] and commanded Judah to seek Jehovah the God of their fathers, and to practise the law and the commandment. [5] And he removed out of all the cities of Judah the high places and the sun-images; and the kingdom was quiet before him. [6] And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest, and he had no war in those years; because Jehovah had given him rest.

Philippians 3:3 (JND) [3] For *we* are the circumcision, who worship by [the] Spirit of God, and boast in Christ Jesus, and do not trust in flesh.

Matthew 27:46 (JND) [46] but about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Mark 15:34 (JND) [34] and at the ninth hour, Jesus cried with a loud voice, [saying], Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Joshua 3:7 (JND) [7] And Jehovah said to Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that as I was with Moses, so will I be with thee.

Hebrews 2:14 (JND) [14] Since therefore the children partake of blood and flesh, he also, in like manner, took part in the same, that through death he might annul him who has the might of death, that is, the devil;

John 19:17 (JND) [17] And he went out, bearing his cross, to the place called [place] of a skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha;

Exodus 15:3 (JND) [3] Jehovah is a man of war; Jehovah, his name.

1 Corinthians 1:25 (JND) [25] Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

Ephesians 1:14 (JND) [14] who is [the] earnest of our inheritance to the redemption of the acquired possession to [the] praise of his glory.



CONTINUANCE, DELIVERANCE AND OVERCOMING

2 Timothy 2:1-4;  2 Samuel 23:11-17

It is wonderful to recognise the place that the Lord Jesus has at the right hand of God.  This reference, in these verses that we have read, to “be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus” speaks of Jesus where He is.  All the supply and support that is needed at the present time comes from Christ where He is – how wonderful, and what a comfort it is to us at this time.  The testimony is going to continue.  Our brother has had a part in it, and we are all to have a part in the testimony of our Lord.  The supply is a heavenly supply; it is a heavenly resource, and the Spirit is here indwelling believers.

What is in mind in these verses is continuance, deliverance and overcoming.  These things are necessary, and they marked our brother in an unmistakable way.  The writer to the Hebrews speaks of remembering your leaders (Heb.13:7); these would include those whom the Lord has taken.  Our brother has been a leader, and now the testimony needs to be continued by those who are left.  That comes down to these “others also”, to you and to me, each one of us individually, because we need to take up the testimony of our Lord.  It will go through in power and it will go through gloriously.  Our brother often reminded us that the Spirit cannot fail in His service, and that the end of the dispensation will be marked by normality when all around is departure.  What an encouragement it is to us that the Spirit will not fail in His service.  Our brother knew what it was to take his share in suffering; he knew what it was to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ.  Paul exhorted Timothy to take this up.  It is the responsibility of every one of us in that way; we need to take up the testimony, and all the supply comes from Christ in glory.  That is a wonderful thing.

It speaks about deliverance in 2 Samuel.  Do you know deliverance, dear friend?  Do you know what it is to be delivered from your sins?  The Lord Jesus has gone into death.  Our brother often reminded us that the believer goes up to die.  Aaron died under the will of God; under the direction of God he went up the mountain to die.  Moses too died at the top of the mountain, and the believer goes up to die.  I think that our brother’s family had a sense this week that he went up to die.  What does it mean, going up to die?  It means that there is no judgment, there is complacency; it is nearness to God, nearness to heaven.  What a comfort that the experience of our brother was that he went up to die.  What a comfort it is to the family, and to each one of us, that the believer goes up to die, and that there is no judgment.  The Lord Jesus went down to die.  He went down; He took your place and He took my place.  He went down to the bottoms of the mountains; how far He went down.  The Lord Jesus went down into the deepest depths.  God’s holy wrath was poured out upon His head.  Why?  He was the sinless One, but He took my place.  Dear friend, did He take your place?  You need to put your faith and trust in the Lord Jesus.  Our brother has gone to be with Jesus, which it says is “very much better” (Phil.1:23); in our brother’s death there was no judgment.  If you die without Christ, judgment is going to be your portion; how awful that is.  If, however, you believe and put your trust in the Lord Jesus, you come under the shelter of His blood and you are saved.  But then you are to be delivered.  The children of Israel went through the Red Sea and they saw the Egyptians dead on the sea shore.  All that had oppressed them before is gone – how wonderful deliverance is!  Christ has delivered you.  What for?  To go back into Egypt?  No, no; not to go back into the world, but to be here for Him.  That involves the testimony and taking things on; it may involve reproach.  Paul says to Timothy “Take thy share in suffering”.  It may involve reproach, but you go on.

So Shammah was used by God to bring about a great deliverance.  Our brother often reminded us about the wars of the Lord, and the need to have an understanding of church history.  We need to understand these things, to know why we are where we are.  Our brother had part in the wars of the Lord.  So Shammah is named; you might say his name is written in heaven, registered in the book of the wars of the Lord.  Our brother’s name is there.  In this scripture, Jehovah effected a great deliverance.  Our brother was used in that way.  Those of us here who are younger did not experience what happened nearly forty five years ago, but we are to have some understanding of it.  Our brother was used in that way, “Jehovah wrought a great deliverance”.  What was in mind was “a plot of ground full of lentils”.  That might speak of potential, so that the younger generations come into the gain of the great deliverance that Jehovah wrought.  We are in the gain of it, so what are we going to do?  Are we going to go back under the rule of the Philistines?  No, we are going to go to David.

These three mighty men that we have read of are not named, and so what they did can apply to you and me.  I challenge each one of us as to these things; I challenge my own heart.  David was in rejection; Christ is in rejection at the present time.  He is in glory, but here in this world, He is rejected.  How wonderful it is to be near enough to Christ at the present time to know His longings.  Oh, how David longed!  Sensitivity enters into knowing Christ’s longings, as we are on these lines of committal and deliverance and overcoming, and as we know what it is to be near to Christ.  How simple His longings are; “this do in remembrance of me”, Luke 22:19.  What a longing of the Lord that is.  Are we near enough to Him to hear it, and to be able to answer to it?  It is not simply a question of being a good soldier; it is a question of being a mighty man.  That is not claiming anything, but as we are with David, as we are with Christ, we grow to be like Him.  Think of the Lord’s influence over us in that way, so that we know who He is, we know all that He has done, all that He is to us.  He supports us in that way, and we are near enough to Him to know His longings.  We can answer to them in the breaking of bread, we answer to His longings in the service of God, because the service here is Godward; the water was poured out to Jehovah.

Our brother also had his part in the service of God, and we are to have our part in it while we are waiting for the Lord to come.  The Lord has taken our brother to be with Him; how wonderful that is for him!  What comfort it is for each one of us, to know that the Lord came Himself and took our brother.  For him it is complacency, how blessed that is, but for those of us that are left, the Lord is in rejection.  That involves suffering as we are true to Him.  Our brother knew suffering, and he would have encouraged us to take on suffering so that we may know something of glory.  We are waiting for the Lord to take His church.  Our brother is among the “dead in Christ”, part of that wonderful company who will “rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together … to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall be always with the Lord”, 1 Thess.4:17.  How wonderful that is!  Then in His appearing, the Lord will come to take up His rights publicly and to reign over this world.  He is not going to be in rejection then, but at the present time He is in rejection, and it involves suffering.

I trust that we may be helped in our committals as we see the pathway that has been set out for us.  May we be helped in it and encouraged, and may there be comfort and support at the present time, for His name’s sake.

Word at a meeting for ministry on the occasion of the burial of Mr J. A. Gardiner, Aberdeen, Scotland

27 June 2014

B.W. Lovie


Scripture references

2 Timothy 2:1-4 (JND) [1] Thou therefore, my child, be strong in the grace which [is] in Christ Jesus. [2] And the things thou hast heard of me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, such as shall be competent to instruct others also. [3] Take thy share in suffering as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. [4] No one going as a soldier entangles himself with the affairs of life, that he may please him who has enlisted him as a soldier.

2 Samuel 23:11-17 (JND) [11] And after him, Shammah the son of Agee the Hararite: the Philistines were gathered into a troop, and there was there a plot of ground full of lentils, and the people had fled before the Philistines; [12] and he stood in the midst of the plot and delivered it, and smote the Philistines, and Jehovah wrought a great deliverance. [13] And three of the thirty chiefs went down, and came to David in the harvest time to the cave of Adullam, when the troop of the Philistines was encamped in the valley of Rephaim. [14] And David was then in the stronghold; and the Philistines' garrison was then at Bethlehem. [15] And David longed, and said, Oh that one would give me to drink of the water of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate! [16] And the three mighty men broke through the camp of the Philistines, and drew water out of the well of Bethlehem, which is in the gate, and took it, and brought it to David; however he would not drink of it, but poured it out to Jehovah. [17] And he said, Be it far from me, Jehovah, that I should do this thing! is it not the blood of the men that went at the risk of their lives? Therefore he would not drink it. These things did the three mighty men.

Hebrews 13:7 (JND) [7] Remember your leaders who have spoken to you the word of God; and considering the issue of their conversation, imitate their faith.

Philippians 1:23 (JND) [23] But I am pressed by both, having the desire for departure and being with Christ, [for] [it is] very much better,

Luke 22:19 (JND) [19] And having taken a loaf, when he had given thanks, he broke [it], and gave [it] to them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me.

1 Thessalonians 4:17 (JND) [17] then *we*, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in [the] clouds, to meet the Lord in [the] air; and thus we shall be always with [the] Lord.



THE WORKINGS OF GOD

Acts 18:9,10;  1 Corinthians 1:1,2;  6:11,19,20

I have an impression of the apostle Paul never losing sight of the workings of God in Corinth.  Paul spent eighteen months there; it must have been a very toilsome and difficult situation to be in.  Yet there was confirmation to the apostle in the Lord appearing in the vision, telling him to speak and be not silent, because “I have much people in this city”.  The Lord did not tell him about all the things that were going on there; He just said “I have much people in this city”.  Think of the potential there was in that place.

When Paul eventually wrote his epistle, he never lost sight of what was there of the work of God, hence the reference to “the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints”.  Paul always had in mind what God was doing in the place, involving, I believe, households and individuals.  As you go on through the early chapters of the first epistle, you begin to wonder how the apostle could possibly have used such dignified language in the light of the things that were going on there.  Persons had come straight out of heathendom, out of darkness, where moral principles had been overthrown, and yet in the midst of that morass of evil and darkness, God could say “I have much people in this city”.  It is clear that Paul had God’s view of His people in spite of prevailing circumstances.  How wonderful!

In chapter 6, the apostle had a lot of corrective things to say to the Corinthian saints, and yet in saying them, he always had in mind what God was working out in that place.  In this first epistle, the brethren in Corinth were involved in all kinds of things, and yet Paul could write “And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God”.  How wonderful it was that he could write that.  Persons were being extricated from immorality and darkness, for these things were extant there.  Certain things in Corinth were being addressed which were universally known about, but through all these trying and difficult matters, the substantiality of the work of God is taken account of.  What a basis to build on, what a powerful demonstration of divine grace and love working in the place where there was so much darkness.  Paul was able to write “ye have been washed”.  This must involve the death of Christ.  Think of the way Paul was to write later, “Do ye not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? for ye have been bought with a price”.

I am linking this in my mind with what we read on Lord’s day about the eunuch in Acts 8.  He asked ‘How should I be able to understand unless someone guides me’, (Acts 8:31).  The Holy Spirit had clearly effected something in him, so Philip unfolded to him what the scriptures meant, how things had been fulfilled by the Lord Jesus Himself, how the great divine plan had been set on, and persons were being secured for “my assembly”.  But Paul goes on to ask “Do ye not know that … ye are not your own? for ye have been bought with a price”.  How much do we really understand of what we have been cleansed from, what we have been brought into?  What cost has been involved so that persons can be set together in assembly conditions – walking in the light of the assembly, persons who had been cleansed, bought and are suitable to be indwelt by the Holy Spirit.  Many things that Paul had to write in this chapter are sobering and serious, addressing very negative matters, but these persons were being cleared; all the staining was removed.  They were being set up as the boards of the tabernacle were set up, as a dwelling place for God.  Do we value the work of God in each other to this extent, that we are persons who have been set apart?  We are not our own.  We must be careful what we do with our bodies, careful about all we do, where we go, what we say, even what we see and hear.  These things are very testing, very negative in one sense and very challenging, hence the reminder by the apostle that they had been bought with a price, and they were not their own.

Let us take these things to ourselves.  We have much exercise among us at the present time relating to our young brethren.  These things we are speaking of need to be understood by them, but let us all understand them and pass on something of the joy that was in that eunuch’s heart when “he went on his way rejoicing”.  Think of how he was able to apprehend the work of Christ in all its glory.  I got an impression from the hymn that we sang at the Lord’s supper:-

‘The grace that sets our souls on high,

 And love that brings us nearer still?’ (Hymn 116)

Think of the wonder of the workings of God in the hearts of persons, persons like us who are introduced into an area where we are brought nearer still, to be nearer to God Himself as in the presence of Christ.  This is not just open to certain individuals, dear brethren; this is open to us all.  Despite all that was there of darkness and degradation in Corinth, God’s work was proceeding, and the apostle was reminding them that they belonged to Someone else now.  Then it says in that hymn:-

‘Absorbed in favour all divine

   Conferred on those of high estate’.

This is not about the accolades of this world, not even a knighthood for these persons of high estate.  Like the eunuch, they are introduced into an area where they have something incomparable conferred on them; the wonder and glory of sonship.  Can we rise in our practical lives, dear brethren, to the level of sons, and live in a way which is acceptable to God.  No wonder the heavens could be opened on Christ when the Father said “This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight”, Matt.3:17.  What a standard!  We are not our own.  We cannot do what we like, we cannot please ourselves.  We cannot become independent.  We need to understand that we belong to Another and are introduced into a holy area of things.  The Hebrew saints are addressed as “holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling”, Heb.3:1.  If this is true of us, and I am sure it is, we can touch and enjoy holy things because we are made suitable to them, we are amongst those of ‘high estate’.

Let us lift up our hearts and minds, and understand what God has done in taking us from the dunghill and placing us among princes and nobles, (1 Sam.2:8).  These are wonderful things, dear brethren.  May we be helped to dwell on them, and may the Lord help us to rise to these great thoughts.  We also sang in that hymn:-

‘How may we rise to Thy vast thoughts,

   Or apprehend Thy sovereign will’.

These are things which God means us to enjoy, and has given us His Spirit to enter into them.  May we be encouraged to do so, for His name’s sake.

Word in a meeting for ministry, Aberdeen

14 January 2014

G. Coull


Scripture references

Acts 18:9-10 (JND) [9] And the Lord said by vision in [the] night to Paul, Fear not, but speak and be not silent; [10] because *I* am with thee, and no one shall set upon thee to injure thee; because I have much people in this city.

1 Corinthians 1:1-2 (JND) [1] Paul, [a] called apostle of Jesus Christ, by God's will, and Sosthenes the brother, [2] to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, to [those] sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all that in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both theirs and ours:

1 Corinthians 6:11-20 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. [12] All things are lawful to me, but all things do not profit; all things are lawful to me, but *I* will not be brought under the power of any. [13] Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats; but God will bring to nothing both it and them: but the body [is] not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. [14] And God has both raised up the Lord, and will raise us up from among [the dead] by his power. [15] Do ye not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then, taking the members of the Christ, make [them] members of a harlot? Far be the thought. [16] Do ye not know that he [that is] joined to the harlot is one body? for the two, he says, shall be one flesh. [17] But he that [is] joined to the Lord is one Spirit. [18] Flee fornication. Every sin which a man may practise is without the body, but he that commits fornication sins against his own body. [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

1 Corinthians 6:11-20 (JND) [11] And these things were some of you; but ye have been washed, but ye have been sanctified, but ye have been justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. [12] All things are lawful to me, but all things do not profit; all things are lawful to me, but *I* will not be brought under the power of any. [13] Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats; but God will bring to nothing both it and them: but the body [is] not for fornication, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. [14] And God has both raised up the Lord, and will raise us up from among [the dead] by his power. [15] Do ye not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then, taking the members of the Christ, make [them] members of a harlot? Far be the thought. [16] Do ye not know that he [that is] joined to the harlot is one body? for the two, he says, shall be one flesh. [17] But he that [is] joined to the Lord is one Spirit. [18] Flee fornication. Every sin which a man may practise is without the body, but he that commits fornication sins against his own body. [19] Do ye not know that your body is [the] temple of the Holy Spirit which [is] in you, which ye have of God; and ye are not your own? [20] for ye have been bought with a price: glorify now then God in your body.

Acts 8 (JND) [1] And Saul was consenting to his being killed. And on that day there arose a great persecution against the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and all were scattered into the countries of Judaea and Samaria except the apostles. [2] And pious men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him. [3] But Saul ravaged the assembly, entering into the houses one after another, and dragging off both men and women delivered them up to prison. …

Acts 8:31 (JND) [31] And he said, How should I then be able unless some one guide me? And he begged Philip to come up and sit with him.

Matthew 3:17 (JND) [17] and behold, a voice out of the heavens saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I have found my delight.

Hebrews 3:1 (JND) [1] Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of [the] heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Jesus,

1 Samuel 2:8 (JND) [8] He raiseth up the poor out of the dust; from the dung-hill he lifteth up the needy, To set [him] among nobles; and he maketh them inherit a throne of glory; For the pillars of the earth are Jehovah's, and he hath set the world upon them.



FIRST PRINCIPLES

John 1:1-9, 14, 18; 10:39,40;  2 John 7-9;

Daniel 1:1,8; 6: 10

I would seek help, beloved brethren, to suggest that first principles support the unity of grace.  Peter could write that he could put persons in remembrance, and I think that in gatherings like this, the Spirit would help us to be put in remembrance of first principles.  We spoke in the reading of the house of God and right representation.  There are principles that govern God’s house and He has a right to maintain these principles through the saints, just like a father in his house would have certain principles that those occupying the house would honour.

These scriptures that we have read would give us a fresh view of first principles.  John 1 is not theoretical; we are put in contact with divine Persons.  What was to be expressed of God’s heart came out in a Man.  The deity of Christ is something that we hold on to reverently, and how He of His own volition came in to this world.  In this scripture, He is distinguished; “the Word was with God, and the Word was God”.  It is very clear.  There is much in the way of anti-christian teaching that would be used by the devil to set that aside.  I say anti-christian teaching; although it is against Christ, which the word anti-christ would convey literally, it is also instead of Christ.  So this teaching in John 1 would be bedrock in our souls.  It is

‘God manifest in flesh, O wonder of His universe’

         (Hymn 400)

Here is the Creator Himself.  Nothing was brought into being without Him – He did it.  In Hebrews, it is perhaps more the thought of Christ as the instrument of God, but here in John, it is what He did of His own volition.  So “not one thing received being which has received being”, except through Him.  It would stimulate real reverence in our souls that God has made Himself known in such a wonderful way, not only to express everything in His heart, because God is light, but also to express what God is.  God is love absolutely.  We could not exactly say that love is His essence, because He is more than that; He is also light, in contrast to the darkness in the world, but He is love absolutely.

It is wonderful to think of the sovereign love and movements of God coming into the world in this way, to express His heart on the one hand, and to expose and deliver us from darkness on the other.  Then the apostle calls attention to John the baptist as a witness.  “There was a man sent from God, his name John”.  John the baptist was not the light, but God used him.  The Lord Jesus was the light of the world when He was here.  Everything was opened up by Him as the Light of the world.  Beloved, nothing has changed with the Lord.  He took on a new condition, came into a condition in which He could take up the matter of sin, in order to lay down that condition, redeem us from the darkness and reconcile us to God.  Now there is no distance, and God is absolutely complacent because Jesus is our acceptance.  We are before God as Christ is in manhood – how wonderful that is.  So “the Word became flesh”; this is a new movement, as it were, when a new order of man was found on the earth.  Heaven had waited for this moment.  The Lord Jesus came into the world and He declared God in a wonderful relationship of grace and love.  That is the relationship that God intends man to be brought into; we come into this now by the Spirit.

I thought of John 10, relating it again to first principles.  “They sought therefore again to take him; and he went away from out of their hand and departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first”.  The Lord Jesus in His earthly ministry taught by example; He left us an example that we should follow in His steps (1 Pet.2.21).  The way that He went is the way that we have to go.  But the Lord Jesus also left us a testimony; John writes here about how Jesus “departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first”.  True ministry quickens our affections for Christ, and links on with what has gone before in what God has given and what the Lord Jesus has given through manifestations of the Spirit.  Spiritual intelligence links on with what has been given in that way since the beginning of Christianity.  So the Lord Jesus linked on with the ministry of John the baptist.  John was a bit surprised – he thought it should be the Lord baptising him, but no, Jesus links on with the movement of righteousness in the saints.  I thought it was significant that He returned to where John was baptising at the first.  Jesus links on with that, and then He opens everything up.  

The second epistle of John has to do with our abiding in the doctrine, abiding in the teaching.  I want to be careful in what I say, but we need not only the Scriptures, but also guidance to understand them.  We must have Scripture to help us and protect us, and we must enquire into them to get fresh light for our souls, but we also need what the Lord has given us through gift in the ministry that has come down to us in the recovery of the truth.  The Lord Jesus moved on in recovery in 1890 so that the truth of eternal life in the company of the saints might be made known.  As things developed in the recovery, the sonship of Christ was clarified, as was the truth of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power.  You can see that the wisdom of God was in that in view of intelligence in God’s service.  In every movement of the testimony, there has been conflict, so that fresh light could be made available to the body of the saints.  We would do well to think about that, and understand the way that the Lord Jesus Himself, as Head of His assembly, has opened up the truth.  The Spirit brings us into the enjoyment and intelligence of it.  The enemy is against such ministry, against the manifestations of the Spirit, and indeed in direct but subtle opposition when conflict comes; we can see that he throws dust in the air.  I believe earnestly that when conflict comes, we have to be ready to stand on first principles and in the unity of grace.  When the truth is at stake, the issue is always Christ.

A scripture was used during the week in one of our readings, that if the Lord has laid down His life for us, “we ought for the brethren to lay down our lives”, 1 John 3:16.  If I am going to lay down my life for the brethren, that removes me out of sight.  That is how the truth is maintained, so that we are not carried away.  Young families require good moral leadership and a commitment to the Lord Jesus who is the Truth, so that they come into it, and are able to stand when conflict comes.  We do not live on conflict, but we must be ready for it.  Christ lives in us for the enjoyment of heaven and we enter into these relationships which are entirely spiritual, to enjoy eternal life, which has been called an out of the world condition and relationship of being – a profound statement.  

So it says here that we are to abide in the doctrine.  We have to be very careful about what we read.  It was explained to me some time ago by a brother who is now with the Lord that there is nothing inside the camp that is going to help me in my exercise to go outside the camp, bearing His reproach, or it would not be in the camp – it would be outside.  Another thing which was said to me in regard to an exercise to read in order to maintain first principles, was that we must be very careful what we eat.  You may have a box of chocolates, and maybe twenty two of them are good, but there are twenty four in the box.  You may not be able to discern where those two are.

I say this, beloved, from practical experience.  We have to abide in the doctrine, and hold on to first principles.  Anti-christian activity is very subtle and plausible, but the test is to do with confessing Jesus Christ coming in flesh.  It does not say, ‘Jesus Christ who came in flesh’, and I think that is significant.  It is “Jesus Christ coming in flesh”; that has a present bearing.  So the Word became flesh; a new order of man appeared on this scene.  He is the last Adam, a new Head for us.  He is Head of creation, and Head of His body, the assembly.  He is the Head and Centre of another world.  It is a new kind of manhood that continues in the saints, and we can discern and distinguish between the spirit of error and the spirit of truth through the confessing of Jesus Christ coming in flesh.  To deny that is to bring back the man who deserves only crucifixion.  Paul could say “I am crucified with Christ” (Gal. 2:20), but bringing that man back is not confessing Jesus Christ coming in flesh.  

We spoke about Phinehas in the reading.  Phinehas was a priest of God and to God, and He came forward in a crisis.  This ought to stimulate young brethren, because younger brethren are going to have to step forward.  Crises occur and the truth is always at stake, Christ is always the issue.  That came before Mr Darby early on when there was indifference to Christ.  Some said in effect, ‘I know that they hold what is wrong, but I do not’.  But Mr Darby said, ‘No, you are expressing fellowship and therefore the principles of fellowship apply first’.  Make no mistake about it, the devil is busy to attack the principles of fellowship, the truth of the one body, but the truth of the one body is inviolate.  It is like the unity of the Spirit; it is fixed.  Holiness and love are inseparable, which is why the Lord Jesus used the title “the holy, the true” in His address to Philadelphia (Rev.3:7).  Holy love is in activity from the Head, and you cannot separate love from jealousy about what belongs to God.  That is what comes out in Numbers 25 – the jealousy which is of God.  It came out in Phinehas, and he dealt with the corrupting matter.  The apostle could speak of those who were enemies of the cross of Christ (Phil.3:18).  In what way was that displayed?  In earthliness – the reference is to those who mind earthly things; they forgot about their commonwealth.  We can enjoy these associations of life; everything that we enjoy by the Spirit as together has to do with what is heavenly, not earthly.  And so the Babylonish subtlety is of corruption through association.  That is what Phinehas dealt with, because of the things of God that he loved, and the God that he loved.

In this scripture, Daniel is very positive.  We are in days of captivity in the sense that Paul’s ministry has been obliterated publicly, but Daniel shows us how to go through the captivity in faithfulness to God, and in the love of the truth.  The first thing that comes to light is separation.  Daniel “purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank”.  It needed decisive action, the action of priestliness.  Daniel was in principle a priest.  It means, beloved brethren, that we do not seek to avoid reproach, to avoid the scandal of the cross.  We do not entertain our own opinions about things; Daniel applied himself to first principles.  This is the way in which God took him up in separation; this is the way that he was going to stand.  He could have linked up with others and avoided all that was to come upon him.  But we see that God brought Daniel through, and he was not alone.  There were three others who were good company to him.  They, no doubt, had purposed the same thing because they were put in trying circumstances of conflict and they stood.  And who stood with them?  One like a son of God (Dan.3:25).  These matters are urgent and important to the Lord Jesus, but they are a joy to our hearts as we come through.  So new ground is gained, it has to be held, and it is more difficult to hold it than it was to get to it.  That is the day we are in.

I read in Daniel 6 where a decree went forth, and there were persons who opposed Daniel because they were jealous.  It is like the deceivers in the second epistle of John, and like those who looked for something out of the Lord’s mouth with which they could condemn him.  But Daniel valued what Jerusalem was to God; it was in his heart and it was in his heart to stay, so he did as he did aforetime – he returned to first principles.  That was his direction of mind, thought and action.  He was a praying man; “he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime”.  It says that “his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem”.  He was in communion with God, and there was fruit for God from Daniel.  How wonderful that is, young persons.  Daniel was very young when he went into captivity.  Parents of the younger people in baptised households are exercised about keeping them from the world practically so that the enjoyment of eternal life can be known by their children.  Certain things may come into our hearts at a young age and we can purpose.  Sometimes we speak of commitment to the Lord in the breaking of bread, for example.  But I have to understand the truth if I am to avoid polluting myself with the king’s delicate food or the wine that might come from that area of things where there is no reproach.  Balaam suggested that he was a man of God, and that he would resort to different places and come back with a word from God, but although it seemed plausible, corruption and subtlety were creeping in.  The people of God had to overcome Sihon and Og; something of self was there.  They had to overcome that to get into the land.  The spirit of the land was carried in two persons, Joshua and Caleb, but the people had to come into the land for themselves.

The enemy is intent on using the gates of hades against the assembly; he shall not prevail against it, but he assails.  So if we are going to maintain our souls in response to divine Persons for Their own pleasure, we should give space to the Spirit, and be ready to overcome like Daniel.  It does not say in the Scriptures ‘if you overcome’, but “He that overcomes”. (Rev.2:11); the assumption is made by the Lord Himself that His lovers will overcome.  It is so that Christ may live in us.  Daniel resorts to prayer, and God providentially comes in for him.  He typically valued “the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of His own”, (Acts 20:28).  That is the test; there is no room for half measures.  What an example Daniel is as he went through the captivity.  He was a liberated man, he stood firm and held fast – a true overcomer.

These are critical times, but joy is so important to us.  Let us have ears to hear, eyes to see, let us live in Christ in His impartation of life to us by the Spirit.

May God bless the word.

Address at Grangemouth

10 May 2014

D.M. Welch
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Scripture references

John 1:1-18 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. [4] In him was life, and the life was the light of men. [5] And the light appears in darkness, and the darkness apprehended it not. [6] There was a man sent from God, his name John. [7] He came for witness, that he might witness concerning the light, that all might believe through him. [8] *He* was not the light, but that he might witness concerning the light. [9] The true light was that which, coming into the world, lightens every man. [10] He was in the world, and the world had [its] being through him, and the world knew him not. [11] He came to his own, and his own received him not; [12] but as many as received him, to them gave he [the] right to be children of God, to those that believe on his name; …

John 10:39-40 (JND) [39] They sought therefore again to take him; and he went away from out of their hand [40] and departed again beyond the Jordan to the place where John was baptising at the first: and he abode there.

2 John 1:7-9 (JND) [7] For many deceivers have gone out into the world, they who do not confess Jesus Christ coming in flesh this is the deceiver and the antichrist. [8] See to yourselves, that we may not lose what we have wrought, but may receive full wages. [9] Whosoever goes forward and abides not in the doctrine of the Christ has not God. He that abides in the doctrine, *he* has both the Father and the Son.

Daniel 1:1-8 (JND) [1] In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. [2] And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, and a part of the vessels of the house of God; and he carried them into the land of Shinar, to the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure-house of his god. [3] And the king spoke unto Ashpenaz the chief of his eunuchs, that he should bring of the children of Israel, both of the royal seed and of the nobles, [4] youths in whom was no blemish, and of goodly countenance, and skilful in all wisdom, and acquainted with knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the language of the Chaldeans. [5] And the king appointed unto them a daily provision of the king's delicate food, and of the wine that he drank, to nourish them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. [6] Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. [7] And the prince of the eunuchs gave them names: to Daniel he gave [the name] Belteshazzar, and to Hananiah, Shadrach, and to Mishael, Meshach, and to Azariah, Abed-nego. [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself.

Daniel 6:10 (JND) [10] And when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and, his windows being open in his upper chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on his knees three times a day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 1 (JND) [1] In [the] beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. [2] *He* was in the beginning with God. [3] All things received being through him, and without him not one [thing] received being which has received being. …

John 10 (JND) [1] Verily, verily, I say to you, He that enters not in by the door to the fold of the sheep, but mounts up elsewhere, *he* is a thief and a robber; [2] but he that enters in by the door is [the] shepherd of the sheep. [3] To him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by name, and leads them out. …

1 Peter 2:21 (JND) [21] For to this have ye been called; for Christ also has suffered for you, leaving you a model that ye should follow in his steps:

1 John 3:16 (JND) [16] Hereby we have known love, because *he* has laid down his life for us; and *we* ought for the brethren to lay down [our] lives.

Galatians 2:20 (JND) [20] I am crucified with Christ, and no longer live, *I*, but Christ lives in me; but [in] that I now live in flesh, I live by faith, the [faith] of the Son of God, who has loved me and given himself for me.

Revelation 3:7 (JND) [7] And to the angel of the assembly in Philadelphia write: These things saith the holy, the true; he that has the key of David, he who opens and no one shall shut, and shuts and no one shall open:

Numbers 25 (JND) [1] And Israel abode in Shittim; and the people began to commit fornication with the daughters of Moab. [2] And they invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods; and the people ate, and bowed down to their gods. [3] And Israel joined himself to Baal-Peor; and the anger of Jehovah was kindled against Israel. …

Philippians 3:18 (JND) [18] (for many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they [are] the enemies of the cross of Christ:

Daniel 3:25 (JND) [25] He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of God.

Daniel 6 (JND) [1] It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom a hundred and twenty satraps, who should be in all the kingdom; [2] and over these, three presidents of whom Daniel was one to whom these satraps should render account, and that the king should suffer no loss. [3] Now this Daniel surpassed the presidents and the satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to appoint him over the whole realm. …

Revelation 2:11 (JND) [11] He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the assemblies. He that overcomes shall in no wise be injured of the second death.

Acts 20:28 (JND) [28] Take heed therefore to yourselves, and to all the flock, wherein the Holy Spirit has set you as overseers, to shepherd the assembly of God, which he has purchased with the blood of his own.
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