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PURPOSE OF HEART

R. F. White 

Acts 11: 19–26; Daniel 1: 8, 9; 

Nehemiah 2: 11–13; Joshua 14: 6–8 

I would like to say a word about this expression “purpose of heart” that occurs in Acts 11 

where we read. It is the exhortation of a good man; that is what it says of Barnabas, that “he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith”. So if we would listen to a good man we could listen to Barnabas, and this exhortation he made to these new believers; it says, he 

“rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”. So I was thinking of this matter of “purpose of heart”, how it would be formed in us and how it would help us. I suppose there is nothing worse than to be aimless and purposeless because then you become a prey for everything that the world might offer and every idea that might be going about, and there are strong ideas, and the power to spread them strongly, at the present time. It is a great thing as believers to have purpose of heart, something fixed. David said that in the psalms, 

“My heart is fixed”, Psalm 57: 7 and Psalm 108: 1. It is a great thing to come to something definite in the way of purpose in our lives, and according to this scripture it stands in connection with the Lord Jesus Christ. How blessed it is to think of that. If we are believers in the Lord Jesus something definite is to come into our affections as to Him and as to His things, and that is to guide us and help us and preserve us in the whole of our lives here. That is what I had in mind in reading these other references, to show that what comes into our lives early is intended by God to affect us in this way. That is an easy thing to say, but a big thing to think of, from the youngest to the oldest of us here that something might come into our hearts from the Lord Jesus, an impression of Himself and His greatness and His things, that gives us purpose and direction for the whole of our time here. I think it is a 

wonderful concept. I commend it to you. 

Barnabas is said to be “a good man”. We sometimes use that expression perhaps loosely, ‘He is a good man’. The scripture says of him, “he was a good man and full of the Holy Spirit and of faith”. And he knew what to say at the time. It is an interesting passage of scripture, and in reading it I draw your attention to the repeated references to “the Lord”. The Lord was setting something on, something definite. What a good thing it is to come to the acknowledgment of Jesus as the Lord; the Lord has entered into our lives. It says, “certain of them ... entering into Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”. That is a blessed expression, that there is such a thing that can be spoken of in this world as “the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”. Jesus is Lord and is available to all men. In a world of confusion, a world of moral confusion, a world marked by difficulties of every kind, there is such a thing as “the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”, so that we can have definiteness and fixedness as in attachment to this blessed Man. If you want an example of the preaching of the Lord Jesus, I commend to you Peter’s address in chapter 10. He starts off by saying, “he is Lord of all things” (Acts 10: 36). Preaching to that Gentile company for the first time he speaks to them about One who is “Lord of all”, and in God’s ordering He has been set to bring salvation and forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit to all who believe in Him. How blessed it is to think of “the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus”! How blessed to open our hearts to those glad tidings, to accept the Lord Jesus into our lives, and then to have some purpose and fixity in relation to Him and to His things. 

Think of the Lord Jesus Himself when here as a Man. Was there ever a man marked by purpose of heart such as Jesus? He says, “Behold, I come ... To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart”, Psalm 40: 7, 8. Think of the pathway of Jesus 

here below, never deviating from the mind and will of God for an instant. What purpose marked Him in every step of His way. We can take account of Him now as “the leader and completer of faith” (Hebrews 12: 2). One who has gone before us. He endured, He suffered, but never did He deviate in any way. He is set before our affections as “the leader and completer of faith” that we might endure and persevere. Endurance is a great feature. We perhaps tend to undervalue it, but if you look through Scripture you will see that it is a precious feature to God as worked out in His saints, that is, the ability to persevere and go on patiently. There is a whole chapter in Hebrews, chapter 11, written about the men and women of faith, and it is written, as I understand it, to promote the feature of endurance with us, that is, the ability to persevere with purpose of heart. I commend the feature to you. 

In this section another man comes on the scene, Paul, who speaks of his purpose. He wrote to Timothy about it, his “teaching, conduct, purpose ...”, 2 Timothy 3: 10. I suppose after the Lord Jesus there was never a man such as Paul marked by definiteness of purpose. He had Christ before Him and Christ’s things. He had been taken up in the most definite way and purpose marked Paul in all his activities. At the end of his course he could say, “I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith”, 2 Timothy 4: 7. 

Purpose preserved him right through to the end. I bring this forward in the hope of attracting your interest in it and perhaps promoting something in your heart after the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Maybe the world is making some suggestions to you, and things may not look so good here. 

If you look around the company of saints with whom we walk, you may see smallness and perhaps be discouraged. But there is another side, we might listen to the exhortation of Barnabas who “exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord”. There is something wonderful in view. Eternity is in view. The coming of the Lord is in view and our place with Him. It 

is a wonderful thing that we have light as to these things. The Lord Jesus would give us light in our souls that we might be helped to commit ourselves with purpose of heart in the present course of things. 

I just refer to these scriptures in the Old Testament. You might say it is easy to pick scriptures to refer to, and in a sense it is. But these things are written for our encouragement that, 

“through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope”, Romans 15: 4. If we read the Old Testament and learn of the experiences of men and women there, we are intended to link on with them as having the same spirit of faith as these persons. 

The intention is that we might be encouraged, because often in the Old Testament these persons did not see the end of things as we see it. They went on in their lives and they may not have seen anything very wonderful resulting from their committal, but the Spirit of God has put these things on record for us that we might be encouraged to see that God is looking on, He has taken account. He has recorded it, just as we might say He has recorded every step in the pathway of every one of us. Every act of faithfulness and committal and devotion, the blessed God has taken account of it; it is recorded and will have a result in glory, it will clothe His saints in that day. And so we refer to these instances because we can see, I think, the feature of purpose of heart. Indeed it is mentioned in respect of Daniel. The thing I want to point out is that it becomes influential. Persons that have purpose of heart become influential for good. Where the Lord has set us in our localities, or wherever else He may have put us, we need to be influential for good. And we will only be so as there is something definite in the way of purpose of heart manifesting itself, or marking us, or characterising us. 

Now Daniel apparently was a young man. He is spoken of as a youth, and he finds himself in these strange circumstances, and he comes to something in his 

heart. You might say it is a negative thing, and I have wondered sometimes what was in Daniel’s mind and heart when he came to this. It says, “Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food”. It is good if we can come to things for ourselves. We know when we are young that we tend to think that things are put upon us, and we are told we cannot do certain things, and that may grate, and because there is difficulty of spirit we may rebel against it. We have all done it, because we who are older have been young, and we know what it is. But here is Daniel, and nobody put this on him. He came to it, it would seem, himself, that he would not pollute himself with the king’s delicate food. What did he mean by it? l am not sure that I know exactly, but one thing strikes me, it was the king’s food, and I expect that you could give it the application that if he was eating the king’s food he would become somewhat like this king. We have been taught that we become somewhat like what we feed upon, especially morally; what we feed upon tends to affect us or influence us and we become somewhat like it. I think that Daniel took account of this king and he decided he did not want to be like that. This man had destroyed Jerusalem and its walls. As this book shows us, he was a man full of pride, he set up an idol and an image, and God had to humble him and bring him down, and He did. But I think Daniel saw these things and said to himself, I do not want to be like that. Now that is something to come to. If you think of the men in the world that people look up to and admire, whether it is in any sphere, politics or sport or the world of business, or whatever it might be, it might be a good thing to start and say, I do not want to be like that. 

If you do not want to be like that, then you have to feed on something else. Daniel was given other food, and that formed him. I am not sure what the pulse would suggest, but at least it produced a result in Daniel, and Daniel became influential. You see his companions also were influenced by his decision, because it goes on to 

say, “Daniel said to the steward … Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse to eat, and water to drink”. You see how this young man who had come to something for himself in his own heart was influential with his companions. That is a hard thing, to be different so we become influential to those who are nearest to us. Well so it was with Daniel, he took this decision early in his life, he decided there was something he did not want to be like, and he became formed in a different way. For us it would be feeding on Jesus and the things of Jesus, to become more like that Man. May an impression of the blessedness of that Man enter our souls, that we might be formed after Him to be like Him. May that be our desire. 

Think of what Daniel became as this book proceeds, a “man greatly beloved”, Daniel 10: 11, 19. God took account of him and his desires and his prayers and he became a “man greatly beloved”, and God gave him light that He gave to no other. He gave him light about the Messiah. The only reference in the Old Testament to the Messiah is in Daniel, it was given to Daniel, “Messiah, the Prince”, Daniel 9: 25. Daniel was one who loved His appearing. He was given light as to Christ and His appearing, “a stone was cut out without hands ... the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth”, Daniel 2: 34, 35. I commend it to the younger ones. There is great interest in the prophetic books. The interest is in finding Christ in them, and finding something of His glories in them, finding how He is spoken of and how His glories are expanded. And think of how, through a man like Daniel, who began in this small way, with purpose of heart not to eat the king’s delicate food. God gave light as to Christ, light as to His greatness, light as to His coming, light that even goes beyond our time. One of the interesting things about Scripture is to find in the New Testament the things that have been fulfilled already, and to think of that which will yet be fulfilled. Just as certainly as some have been fulfilled, that which remains will be fulfilled in 

God’s faithfulness and according to His own word. 

I just speak briefly of Nehemiah. Sometimes you take up these books of the Old Testament and you say, What interest could there be for us in the building of the walls of Jerusalem thousands of years ago? What instruction could there be for us in that? Yet, as you start to think about it and enquire about it, you find there is great interest and instruction in it, for the Spirit of God has put these things on record for us. And so we have this man, Nehemiah. I suggest he is an older man, with a job far from Jerusalem, cupbearer to the king, when he heard tidings about Jerusalem, and it says, “I asked them concerned the Jews that had escaped, who were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. And they said to me, Those who remain, that are left of the captivity there in the province, are in great affliction and reproach; and the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins, and its gates are burned with fire. And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat and wept, and mourned for days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of the heavens”, Nehemiah 1: 2–4. I have been interested in looking at that because this was not exactly something new. The walls of Jerusalem had been burned and destroyed at least seventy years before, but at this moment in Nehemiah’s history the fact entered into his soul in this deep way and affected him, and governed his conduct for the rest of his life. He got an impression about something at this stage which governed him and all his actions, and governed the purpose of his heart from this day to the end of the recorded information about him in this book. And it was about Jerusalem. In our language I suppose it would be that he was affected by the state of things in the church, and not only that, I suggest he was affected by what had come in, as we would speak of it, into the recovery of the truth. What had come in in the way of ruin and in the way of sorrow entered into his soul in a real way at this point in his life. Have such things ever entered into your soul? It is not to make us depressed or to cast us down or even to 

dwell unduly on things that have happened and what Satan has done. But we can be like Nehemiah, we can feel them deeply and speak to God about them. How important that is. 

He was a man who was near to God. You see in chapter 1 how he gets a question from the king, and he turns to God in prayer before he answers. What a man Nehemiah was! And now he makes this journey to Jerusalem. What struck me in the few verses that we read, was that Nehemiah comes and he sees for himself what it is really like. He had heard about it, he made the journey, he comes to Jerusalem, and he goes out and see for himself what it is really like. 

He says, “there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon. And I went out by night by the valley-gate, even toward the jackal-fountain, and to the dung-gate; and I viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were in ruins, and its gates were consumed with fire”. You might have said, What a depressing sight. He might as well have given up and gone back to where he came from. Perhaps it was worse than he thought. Here he saw it for himself. But you see he had something in his heart to do, and he says, “I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem”. What was he going to do? What he had in mind was to build. He says, “let us build” (Nehemiah 2: 17). See how influential he is, “I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me; as also of the king’s words which he had said unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build”, Nehemiah 2: 18. These persons who were there were influenced now by Nehemiah, a man who came with something in his heart. 

Dear brethren, let us look around and take account of things and the conditions that exist. 

There is the ruin of the church which can never be repaired publicly, and there is what has come into the recovery of the truth which has caused confusion and sorrow to every one of us here. 

The word is, “let us build”. Nehemiah came to build, he came to be constructive. What am I then in my 

local assembly? Am I on this line of building? The pulling down, the destruction, is dramatic; the building is a slower process, a more difficult process. The building process is more painstaking, more intrinsically interesting, but requiring harder work and labour and perseverance. As you read this interesting book you see how persons were put to work on the wall that you might have thought had no building skills whatsoever—perfumers and goldsmiths and people like that. You see how all make themselves available as this one man, Nehemiah, sets things on, coming with purpose in his heart to build. Let us build. That is the word to us, I believe, at the present time. It is easy to knock down. It is easy to cause divisions, but the word through Nehemiah is, “Let us build”, let us be constructive. You see later on how he meets external threats and also internal threats. But he did not deviate from what was in his heart, he had come to build. He had an impression of what, we might say in our language, the assembly was for Christ, and he would build. We are not setting up a replica of the church, as Mr. Raven taught; we do not set up any little replica, but we can be recovered to the principles of the fellowship, and the truth of the assembly, which our Lord Jesus Christ has never given up and the Holy Spirit of God has never departed from, and we can be encouraged to build as having purpose of heart. 

I just pass on briefly to Joshua. We have often spoken of Caleb, and the older ones here have often heard about him. Now Caleb, where he speaks in this passage, is an old man, eighty-five years of age. We have older brethren amongst us, and it is wonderful to take account of persons who have gone through their lives with purpose of heart and have continued, and the Lord has preserved them and helped them. How thankful we are for such. It would be a great thing for Satan to overthrow an old believer. Paul was conscious of Satan’s attacks on him right to the end. He speaks of himself as “Paul the aged”, Philemon 1: 9. I do not know what age he 

was, but it is a sad thing if Satan gets an advantage against an older believer. He never gives up. But Caleb was preserved. An impression came into his heart when he was forty. There might be brothers and sisters here who are forty or thereabouts. That is a good age to get an impression. Caleb was forty when he went to search out the land, when he went to see the land that God had marked out for His people. The purpose of God came before him in a definite way. It was the land that God had assigned to His people. Twelve men went to search it out and Caleb got an impression then which never left him. For forty-five years he continued; he had seen a whole generation perish; he saw ten of those of his companions who went with him perish. 

What experiences Caleb had had, but he never lost for an instant this impression that had come into his heart as to the land. How important it is for us to have an impression in our hearts of the purpose of God, what He has in mind for us as believers. This purpose is not to give us a piece of earth here as He gave to the nation of Israel. His purpose is to link us with His blessed Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, in heaven. He would give us the light and joy of that in our hearts that we have a place, beyond this sphere, with Christ where He is. The book of Joshua, we have been taught, is not so much about what is actually in heaven, but a people living together in their local assemblies in the enjoyment of what is heavenly, set together in relation to one another and in the enjoyment of the portion that is ours. Caleb had the light of that, and Caleb was influential, I suggest, at least in his family. You find later he has a daughter who has right desires. I suggest Caleb was an influential man, and he said, “Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart”. It never left his heart. It marked him, it gave direction and purpose to his life and he was preserved. He says, “I wholly followed Jehovah my God”. 

Well it is easy to speak about it, is it not? It is there in the scripture for us and it is quite easy for me to stand here and go over these things, but I bring them forward because the Spirit of God intends us to link on with these persons. We may have the same spirit of faith that they had and we should take encouragement from seeing that there are those that were here in flesh and blood conditions, men and women like ourselves, with all the things that attach to that condition, and yet something came into their lives from God that preserved them and kept them and helped them. I just desire to encourage us in these ways, that there may come something of purpose, of definiteness into our lives that would preserve us and keep us and help us. May it be so, for the Lord’s sake. 

Address at East Finchley
3 November 2001 

 


Scripture references

Acts 11:19-26 (JND) [19] They then who had been scattered abroad through the tribulation that took place on the occasion of Stephen, passed through [the country] to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but to Jews alone. [20] But there were certain of them, Cyprians and Cyrenians, who entering into Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, announcing the glad tidings of the Lord Jesus. [21] And [the] Lord's hand was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. [22] And the report concerning them reached the ears of the assembly which was in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go through as far as Antioch: [23] who, having arrived and seeing the grace of God, rejoiced, and exhorted all with purpose of heart to abide with the Lord; [24] for he was a good man and full of [the] Holy Spirit and of faith; and a large crowd [of people] were added to the Lord. [25] And he went away to Tarsus to seek out Saul. [26] And having found [him], he brought him to Antioch. And so it was with them that for a whole year they were gathered together in the assembly and taught a large crowd: and the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

Daniel 1:8-9 (JND) [8] And Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not pollute himself with the king's delicate food, nor with the wine which he drank; and he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not have to pollute himself. [9] And God granted Daniel favour and mercy before the prince of the eunuchs.

Nehemiah 2:11-13 (JND) [11] And I came to Jerusalem, and was there three days. [12] And I arose in the night, I and some few men with me but I told no man what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem and there was no beast with me, except the beast that I rode upon. [13] And I went out by night by the valley-gate, even toward the jackal-fountain, and to the dung-gate; and I viewed the walls of Jerusalem, which were in ruins, and its gates were consumed with fire.

Joshua 14:6-8 (JND) [6] Then the children of Judah came near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, Thou knowest the word that Jehovah spoke to Moses the man of God, concerning me and thee, in Kadesh-barnea. [7] Forty years old was I when Moses the servant of Jehovah sent me from Kadesh-barnea to search out the land; and I brought him word again as it was in my heart. [8] And my brethren that had gone up with me made the heart of the people melt; but I wholly followed Jehovah my God.

Acts 11 (JND) [1] And the apostles and the brethren who were in Judaea heard that the nations also had received the word of God; [2] and when Peter went up to Jerusalem, they of the circumcision contended with him, [3] saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised and hast eaten with them. …

Psalms 57:7 (JND) [7] My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing, yea, I will sing psalms.

Psalms 108:1 (JND) [1] {A Song, a Psalm of David.} My heart is fixed, O God: I will sing, yea, I will sing psalms, even [with] my glory.

Acts 10:36 (JND) [36] The word which he sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ, (*he* is Lord of all things,)

Psalms 40:7-8 (JND) [7] Then said I, Behold, I come, in the volume of the book it is written of me [8] To do thy good pleasure, my God, is my delight, and thy law is within my heart.

Hebrews 12:2 (JND) [2] looking stedfastly on Jesus the leader and completer of faith: who, in view of the joy lying before him, endured [the] cross, having despised [the] shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2 Timothy 3:10 (JND) [10] But *thou* hast been thoroughly acquainted with my teaching, conduct, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, endurance,

2 Timothy 4:7 (JND) [7] I have combated the good combat, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.

Romans 15:4 (JND) [4] For as many things as have been written before have been written for our instruction, that through endurance and through encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

Daniel 10:11-19 (JND) [11] And he said unto me, O Daniel, man greatly beloved, understand the words which I speak unto thee, and stand upright; for unto thee am I now sent. And as he spoke this word unto me, I stood trembling. [12] And he said unto me, Fear not, Daniel; for from the first day that thou didst set thy heart to understand, and to humble thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come because of thy words. [13] But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. [14] And I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people at the end of the days: for the vision is yet for [many] days. [15] And as he was speaking with me according to these words, I set my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. [16] And behold, one after the likeness of the sons of men touched my lips; and I opened my mouth and spoke, and said unto him that stood before me, My lord, by reason of the vision my pains are turned upon me, and I retain no strength. [17] And how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway there remaineth no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. [18] Then there touched me again one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened me; [19] and he said, Fear not, man greatly beloved; peace be unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And as he was speaking with me I was strengthened, and I said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me.

Daniel 9:25 (JND) [25] Know therefore and understand: From the going forth of the word to restore and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks. The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times.

Daniel 2:34-35 (JND) [34] Thou sawest till a stone was cut out without hands; and it smote the image upon its feet of iron and clay, and broke them to pieces. [35] Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken in pieces together, and they became like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, and no place was found for them. And the stone that smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

Nehemiah 1:2-4 (JND) [2] that Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and [certain] men of Judah. And I asked them concerning the Jews that had escaped, who were left of the captivity, and concerning Jerusalem. [3] And they said to me, Those who remain, that are left of the captivity there in the province, are in great affliction and reproach; and the wall of Jerusalem is in ruins, and its gates are burned with fire. [4] And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat and wept, and mourned for days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of the heavens,

Nehemiah 2:17 (JND) [17] And I said to them, Ye see the distress that we are in, that Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach.

Nehemiah 2:18 (JND) [18] And I told them of the hand of my God which had been good upon me; as also of the king's words which he had said unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. And they strengthened their hands for the good [work].

Philemon 1:9 (JND) [9] for love's sake I rather exhort, being such a one as Paul the aged, and now also prisoner of Jesus Christ.



THINGS THAT ACCOMPANY SUFFERING

G. C. McKay 

2 Corinthians 1: 3–10; 1 Peter 4: 12–14 (to ‘upon you’); Colossians 1: 11; 2 Timothy 1: 8; Daniel 3: 13–25 

We have been speaking of the Christian’s path as involving suffering and I wanted to speak with the Lord’s help about certain things that accompany suffering. If God allows us to come into tribulation and suffering there are certain accompaniments to suffering that He adds, something in the suffering that might help us and be a comfort to us in these circumstances. 

God balances and blends things—He balances the clouds and He brings in matters in a considered way. I wanted to speak in an encouraging way as to things that go along with suffering, if we are prepared for the path of suffering. We were speaking in this connection as to persons who are willing to take their share in suffering as good 

soldiers of Jesus Christ, persons who are prepared to take up the path in dedication, not casually, not as avoiding the reproach of the Christ. If we are fully committed to the Christian path, God will come in for us, there is no doubt about it. It may take something on our part to strike out in the Christian path and make the committal and hold to it, but as we do that, God comes in. It will involve suffering and as we face the suffering He adds something. 

In the first scripture, 2 Corinthians 1, what He adds is encouragement. It is a very remarkable section referring to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Father of compassions and the God of all encouragement. I am conscious as I speak about suffering that there are those in this room who have been and still are suffering. What suffering the testimony and the Christian path involves!—certain deprivations, individual sorrows, household sorrows, assembly sorrows. Various things come in that would be a discouragement but thank God that He is the Father of compassions and the God of all encouragement. That is His character, that is the God that we have to do with, such a God. Now the interesting thing about this section is that it is so practical. Paul the apostle had wonderful light from God and authority from Christ too as an apostle, but although he is speaking with that light and with that authority he is speaking from experience. 

He had written in a very solemn way to the Corinthians in the first epistle because of conditions amongst them that were grievous, he had had to speak comparatively sternly to them. With tears he wrote, concerned as to the condition of things among them and the sin that existed unjudged and undealt with, and other matters. Now he had got news that his first letter had been effective and that they were full of concern and zeal, and had acted in connection with what had taken place amongst them in the way of sin. They had acted in deep exercise and consternation, the conscience of 

the assembly had been aroused, and now Paul took in hand to write a second letter. This time it was a letter full of encouragement because they had gone through deep exercise in dealing with the matter. 

The second epistle to the Corinthians is full of the thought of encouragement, even as to the man who had been put out of the assembly. Paul points out that God had worked with him, he had repented, and he ought to be encouraged. He finishes the epistle with a series of exhortations and one of them is “be encouraged”; “For the rest, brethren, rejoice; be perfected; be encouraged”, 2 Corinthians 13: 11. Now, you might think that Paul as an apostle was already well equipped to write such a letter immediately, but God passed Paul through very severe exercise to help him to write this letter. Do you understand the God that we have to do with? He is the living God and He deals with the saints and with His servants, preparing vessels to serve, even for one particular service. In His concern for the assembly in Corinth, God allowed Paul to pass through the severest of exercises so that he might be able to write this letter with a power and a grace that otherwise might have been lacking. 

Paul tells the Corinthians here that he is going to pass on the encouragement with which he himself had been encouraged of God. What actually happened, I am not sure, but he says as to their tribulation in Asia, “we were excessively pressed beyond our power, so as to despair even of living”. God passed him through that experience of despair, to despair even of living, 

“But we ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves”. It appeared that it was all up. Paul could see no way out, and what did he prove? He proved that God came in for him, and his trust through that experience was not in himself but in the God who raises the dead. Thus Paul developed and grew in his knowledge of God through this exercise. The great apostle himself, with such knowledge and such light, grew in his knowledge of God. He found 

fresh faith in the God who raises the dead and who delivered him. And through that encouragement he was able to encourage others, as he says here, “who encourages us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to encourage those who are in any tribulation whatever”. 

He says, I know this God, He is the God who will even raise the dead. What a God to trust in! 

He is the Father of compassions and the God of all encouragement. He tells the Corinthians in this chapter that he had received this encouragement so that he could pass it on to them and to others who need encouragement. 

Perhaps we should think about that too, dear brethren, that what we receive is not only for our own blessing and help, but it is also so that we might be equipped to help others as they pass through trials. I am sure that actually works out among the saints of God, that persons who go through things with God and prove God are capable of sympathising and bringing in comfort and help to those who are going through similar exercises. How wonderful it is then, that if we are prepared for the suffering, as we go through the suffering and the tribulation we can be assured that along with that the Father of compassions will feel for us and the God of all encouragement will bring in encouragement. It may be through the brethren, but there will be that there. The suffering will not be just suffering on its own, but along with it there will be encouragement and comfort from such a God as Paul spoke about. 

Now in the scripture we read in Peter, there is something else which goes along with suffering. Paul says that the fire of persecution was not a strange thing, but something that they had their share in. We spoke of Timothy being exhorted to take his share in suffering and Peter says here, “as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ”. We have been speaking about the sufferings that belong to the Christ and the glories after these; the prophets spoke of these things. The Lord Jesus said, “Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and 

to enter into his glory?”, Luke 24: 26. And so the suffering goes along with the position, dear brethren. One of the privileges we are given is to share in the suffering, the testimonial suffering. What this scripture brings out is that the other thing that goes with suffering is glory—“as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation”. Those that suffer now, will share in the glory. If we suffer with Him, we will be glorified with Him. It goes together, inevitably. It would be a poor thing to look to share in the glory and not be prepared to take your share in the sufferings. 

We have been speaking of the line on which God works, the line of persons who come into evidence through scripture in whom God is working. We have spoken of various features about them, their faith and their righteousness and their love and their preparedness to suffer in the spirit of Christ. There is something else about them that we have not mentioned yet, and that is that there is a royalty about them. They are a royal line, a line of persons who are going to reign, and what goes with royalty is suffering. That is, at the present time royalty suffers, that is the position. Let us take our share in that, understanding that there is going to be the time of glory, the time of reigning, when everything in this world that is upside down, everything that is deranged will be put right, and the saints will have their place reigning with Christ in glory. But then it is remarkable that this scripture does not altogether defer glory, but brings it in as present, “If ye are reproached in the name of Christ, blessed are ye; for the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”. Even at that moment of reproach, there is something of the Spirit of God and the Spirit of glory coming into evidence. I suppose they were seen in Stephen, surrounded by his enemies as he was set there before the council. They looked on him and saw his face as the face of an angel. Heavenly light was shining there, there was a glory about it. There might be reproach, there might be shame, but 

there will be a touch of glory. How beautiful, “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you”, so with the suffering there will be future glory, and with the suffering presently too there is a touch of that as if God will already bring in some touch of vindication, “the Spirit of glory and the Spirit of God” resting upon a person. 

We have spoken of comfort and glory coming in with suffering and glory. In the next two scriptures read, what comes in is power. You would not normally associate suffering and reproach with power but the scriptures we read do. In Colossians chapter 1, it says that the saints of God are “strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory”. And what is the result of it?—“unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy”. Think of the might of God’s glory being involved in this, so that as the saints suffer they are strengthened that there might be endurance and longsuffering and joy. It is wonderful to think that a saint can go through tribulation not only with endurance but with joy. Somebody referred earlier today to Paul and Silas in prison. They were under reproach, suffering there, but they were strengthened with all power. Think of their conditions, with their backs bleeding from the stripes and their feet in the stocks, and the darkness of the inner prison in the middle of the night. Think of the power that was in the souls of these persons, divine power, so that they were praying to God and in praying they were praising. What power came into that prison! 

Two men, thus bleeding and under reproach and suffering, were praising God. What a terrible place the prison must have been. I suppose at the best a prison is a pretty grim place, but what a place prison would be in those days, yet it was turned into a sanctuary, it was turned into a place where God was being praised. And this power commanded the prison for the prisoners were listening. What these men were doing dominated the prison. The men who were in it would no doubt include persons who would be foul in their language and no doubt awful persons, but things were 

being dominated by the power of God in the souls of these men, that in the midst of all this suffering they were praising God with singing. In due course the power of God came in in the earthquake and in salvation for the jailor. So you can understand what this means, 

“strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy”. It is an amazing thing that Christianity can put these two things together, suffering and joy. The suffering is real and deeply felt, and yet joy is brought into the soul as there is power that overcomes. In all these things, as we quoted earlier, we more than conquer through Him that has loved us. 

There is a similar thought in 2 Timothy 1 where we read. Paul is again in jail, and he exhorts Timothy, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner”. If we are ashamed it makes us turn aside from the suffering. But here it is, “Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings”. There is reproach attached to the preaching of the glad tidings, the proclamation of the name of Jesus and it is something that we can have fellowship with. The Philippians had fellowship with the gospel from the first day, Paul says. It is one of the privileges, fellowship with the gospel. But fellowship with the gospel in those days involved suffering, and to an extent does now. So it says, “suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God”. Think of suffering according to the power of God. There is what exists in the souls of the saints, the Holy Spirit indwelling them, and Christ available to them too, so that there should be such a thing as suffering “according to the power of God”. 

In Daniel it is not power exactly, but something else that comes in to support suffering saints. 

It is an Old Testament scripture but it speaks powerfully to us of divine consideration in regard to even the most severe 

experience of suffering. These three men, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego are brought before Nebuchadnezzar. The king had erected the great golden image and everyone was to bow down in idolatry to it, but these three men refused to bow. You know, if you bow to the god of this world you will avoid the suffering. Questions sometimes arise, and am I going to give in? Am I going to bow? If you bow, you will avoid the suffering, but you will lose the glory and power and the comfort; if you take your stand you will prove that God will come in for you. So these men would not bow. It was not simply that there was a command from this great potentate to do it, but there was an evil influence to make them do it. Satan will work that way, he will not only seek to terrify you into bowing to something that is idolatrous and not right, but he also will try to encourage you to do it. You see how he does it—“Now if ye be ready at the time that ye hear the sound of the cornet, pipe, lute, sambuca, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image”. He would use all kinds of music to influence your emotions. He would create an influence that would reach into your soul and help you to bow, to constrain you to give in. Satan would use all the blandishments that are at his disposal. 

Well, these three men reply that they have no need to answer the king. What a beautiful answer it is, “If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thy hand, O king”. What confidence, what boldness is in these three men as they speak thus united! Daniel does not seem to have been with them. He appears prominently in this book but for some reason in this chapter he is not there. I am sure of course, if he had been present, his answer would have been the same. So it might be that somebody you normally rely on and look to, to give a kind of lead, is not there. Well, without Daniel, these three men were what they were and they would not bow, they remained what they were. And then there is this noble touch, what we have been speaking 

about, the preparedness to suffer—“But if not”, (that is, if God did not deliver them in regard to the fiery furnace) “But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image that thou hast set up”. Now Satan is out to make believers bow. It might not be altogether apparent that it is Satan, but he would like to involve you in the world’s system. He would like to make you go along with the world and its idolatry, and he will use all these blandishments to make you fall in with the line of what everyone else is doing. Everybody was bowing and these three men were not. Satan will use these influences, but persons who know God will say, ‘I will not bow’. They say, ‘God will deliver us from the furnace and if He does not deliver us we will still not bow’. 

Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, his visage was changed, and he commanded to heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated, as if Satan would bring the most intense suffering to bear on these men. And so they go that way, they go the way of suffering that we have been speaking about, the way of martyrdom. They would rather die than give up the truth. These three men, bound, were cast into the furnace, and then it emerges that God has come into the matter. Nebuchadnezzar looks in and he says, “Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?” Then he said, “Lo, I see four men loose”. Four men, what does it mean? There are four men now, “the appearance of the fourth is like a son of God”. 

Christ will be with you, the Son of God will be with you in the suffering. What a thought that is, that He Himself will be with you! If you make the stand, He will stand by you. It recalls Paul before Nero, “At my first defence no man stood with me”. They could not face the terrible position of standing before the Roman emperor, that cruel and all-powerful man. Paul stood there, but he says, “the Lord stood with me”, 2 Timothy 4: 17. Paul was conscious, as he stood there in that fearsome spot making his defence and preaching the gospel to the emperor, that Someone was 

standing by him, “the Lord stood with me”. The Lord will be with you in sympathy, but He will give you a sense of His presence and of His support. Is it not worth it? So these things come when you make the stand. When you are prepared for the suffering you will get all these things, the comfort and the glory and the power, and above all the sympathy of the Lord Jesus and His support and even His companionship in what you go through. How wonderful it is, that with the suffering these things come. May we be encouraged in these things for His name’s sake. 

Address at Adelaide
14 April 2001 

 


Scripture references

2 Corinthians 1:3-10 (JND) [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; [4] who encourages us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to encourage those who are in any tribulation whatever, through the encouragement with which we ourselves are encouraged of God. [5] Because, even as the sufferings of the Christ abound towards us, so through the Christ does our encouragement also abound. [6] But whether we are in tribulation, [it is] for your encouragement and salvation, wrought in the endurance of the same sufferings which *we* also suffer, [7] (and our hope for you [is] sure;) or whether we are encouraged, [it is] for your encouragement and salvation: knowing that as ye are partakers of the sufferings, so also of the encouragement. [8] For we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, as to our tribulation which happened [to us] in Asia, that we were excessively pressed beyond [our] power, so as to despair even of living. [9] But we ourselves had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not have our trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; [10] who has delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver; in whom we confide that he will also yet deliver;

1 Peter 4:12-14 (JND) [12] Beloved, take not [as] strange the fire [of persecution] which has taken place amongst you for [your] trial, as if a strange thing was happening to you; [13] but as ye have share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, that in the revelation of his glory also ye may rejoice with exultation. [14] If ye are reproached in [the] name of Christ, blessed [are ye]; for the [Spirit] of glory and the Spirit of God rests upon you: [on their part he is blasphemed, but on your part he is glorified.]

Colossians 1:11 (JND) [11] strengthened with all power according to the might of his glory unto all endurance and longsuffering with joy;

2 Timothy 1:8 (JND) [8] Be not therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner; but suffer evil along with the glad tidings, according to the power of God;

Daniel 3:13-25 (JND) [13] Then Nebuchadnezzar in rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. Then were these men brought before the king. [14] Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said unto them, Is it of purpose, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, that ye serve not my god, nor worship the golden image that I have set up? [15] Now if ye be ready at the time that ye hear the sound of the cornet, pipe, lute, sambuca, psaltery, and bagpipe, and all kinds of music, to fall down and worship the image that I have made, [well]: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast that same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace: and who is the God that shall deliver you out of my hands? [16] Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer thee in this matter. [17] If it be [so], our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver [us] out of thy hand, O king. [18] But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image that thou hast set up. [19] Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. He spoke, and commanded that they should heat the furnace seven times more than it was wont to be heated. [20] And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace. [21] Then these men were bound in their hosen, their tunics, and their cloaks, and their garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. [22] Forasmuch as the king's commandment was rigorous, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the fire slew those men that had taken up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. [23] And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace. [24] Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste; he spoke and said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered and said to the king, True, O king. …

2 Corinthians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, and the brother Timotheus, to the assembly of God which is in Corinth, with all the saints who are in the whole of Achaia. [2] Grace to you, and peace from God our Father, and [the] Lord Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassions, and God of all encouragement; …

2 Corinthians 13:11 (JND) [11] For the rest, brethren, rejoice; be perfected; be encouraged; be of one mind; be at peace; and the God of love and peace shall be with you.

Luke 24:26 (JND) [26] Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?

Colossians 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Christ Jesus, by God's will, and Timotheus the brother, [2] to the holy and faithful brethren in Christ which [are] in Colosse. Grace to you and peace from God our Father [and Lord Jesus Christ]. [3] We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ continually [when] praying for you, …

2 Timothy 1 (JND) [1] Paul, apostle of Jesus Christ by God's will, according to promise of life, the [life] which [is] in Christ Jesus, [2] to Timotheus, [my] beloved child: grace, mercy, peace, from God [the] Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord. [3] I am thankful to God, whom I serve from [my] forefathers with pure conscience, how unceasingly I have the remembrance of thee in my supplications night and day, …

2 Timothy 4:17 (JND) [17] But the Lord stood with [me], and gave me power, that through me the proclamation might be fully made, and all [those of] the nations should hear; and I was delivered out of the lion's mouth.



EXTRACTS

JT ... What Christians ought to see is, that we have all that is requisite to carry us through the world, and for the maintenance of the service of God. If Christians saw this, they would refuse all that exists today in Christendom. We do not need all these great dignitaries. We have a Priest who has the priesthood intransmissible, and “according to power of indissoluble life”. The testimony is, that He lives and is in heaven, as it says in chapter 8, “who is set on the right hand of the throne of the majesty in the heavens”, Hebrews 8: 1 (A.V.). This light received into our souls lifts us out of what exists in the religious systems around us, for it brings us into the gain of what we have got. 

If a Jew and a Greek had met before Christ came, and composed notes, the Jew could have said—We have the temple, and its priestly service as inaugurated by Moses, direct from God Himself; and we have wonderful privileges as the people of God. The Greek would reply—We have our beautiful temples, and worship of the gods; our learning and mythology. Now when we come to Christianity, men are grouped under three heads by Paul—Jews, Greeks and the assembly of God. Had a Jew, or a Greek asked Paul what he had got, this is one of the first things he could have told them. “We have such a one High Priest who has sat down on the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens”. And he could have gone on to unfold the greatness of the Christian’s position, advantages and privileges. Where would Judaism, or what the Greek had, be beside that? Apply the foregoing to our day; set an enlightened Christian beside a religionist and let the latter say what he has got. What has he got? Nothing! Now the Christian knows that he has got what Paul had; and can unfold it, where there is an opening. 

AFM What would be the moral effect upon us of our coming to this blessed conclusion that “we have such a one High Priest”? 

JT The first effect would be, that if connected with any other system, one would abandon it as not any better than Judaism, which is said to have grown old, become aged and is near disappearing. The next thing is, you are independent of man’s systems. You are consciously independent of them because of the wonderful supply we have in Christ. “We have such a one High Priest who has sat down on the right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens”. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 19, pp.113, 114) 

The apostle resumes the thread of his instructions, by taking up—as he does in all his epistles—the moral consequences of his doctrine. He places the believer at the outset on the ground of God’s mercy, which he had fully developed already. The principle of grace that saves had been established as the basis of salvation. The ground of all Christian morality is now laid in this fundamental principle—to present our bodies as a sacrifice, living, holy, acceptable to God—an intelligent service, not that of the hands, not consisting in ceremonies which the body could perform—a simple but deep-reaching and all-efficacious principle. 

This was for man personally. As to his outward relationships, he was not to be conformed to the world. Neither was this to be an outside mechanical nonconformity but the result of being renewed in mind, so as to seek for and discern the will of God, good and acceptable and perfect; the life being thus transformed. This connects itself with the end of chapter 6. It is not those sitting in heavenly places, imitators of God as dear children, but men on earth set free by the delivering power of redemption and grace, yielding themselves up to God to do His will. The exhortation follows the character we have seen to be that of the epistle. 

Thus the Christian walk was characterised by devotedness and obedience. It was a life subjected to the will of another, namely, to the will of God; and therefore stamped with humility and dependence. But there was absolute devotedness of heart in self-sacrifice. For there was a danger, flowing from the power that acted in it, of the flesh coming in and availing itself of it. With regard to this, every one was to have a spirit of wisdom and moderation, and to act within the limits of the gift which God had dispensed to him, occupying himself with it according to the will of God; even as each member has its own place in the body, and should accomplish the function which God has ascribed to it. The apostle passes on insensibly to all the forms which duty assumes in the Christian, according to the various positions in which he stands, and to the spirit in which he ought to walk in every relationship. 

J. N. Darby (‘Synopsis’ Vol. 4, pp.147, 148) 

That is the position in which we stand; we have accepted death here with Christ. That means you sever your connection with the world; it is essential to salvation to have a true estimate of the world. John says, “The whole world lies in the wicked one” (1 John 5: 19); every element of it is evil. John also says, “Love not the world, nor the things in the world ... because all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world”, 1 John 2: 15, 16. If you judge it thus, you accept baptism and come into the good of the Lord’s present place. Peter exults in the thought, “Gone into heaven”. It is more than what he saw in Acts 1. In Acts 2 he says, “Having therefore been exalted by the right hand of God”, but in the epistle he says, “Who is at the right hand of God, gone into heaven, angels and authorities and powers being subjected to him”. Now you come into the good of all that, and, as a baptised person, it is a question of putting to the test what Christ can be to you. The Lord has salvation, and “Whosoever, who shall call on the name of the Lord, shall be saved”. You want to do that! No better advice can I give, in having to do with a world that hates Christ, than to count upon the Lord’s word in little things as in great. 

J. Taylor (Vol. 98, p.49) 

There is nothing we meet with more commonly than two Christians forming diverse judgments about the same thing. Is it man’s mind looking at the thing, or God’s? Instead of being very ready to give an opinion, first see whether you are with the Lord about it. Be in a right state, and then you will see His mind. When God wants to tell you anything, He must put you where there is nothing to interfere with His communications; He cannot communicate where there is interference with His dealings. 

J. B. Stoney (New Series, Vol. 8, p.465) 
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Scripture references

Hebrews 8:1 (JND) [1] Now a summary of the things of which we are speaking [is], We have such a one high priest who has sat down on [the] right hand of the throne of the greatness in the heavens;

1 John 5:19 (JND) [19] We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the wicked [one].

1 John 2:15-16 (JND) [15] Love not the world, nor the things in the world. If any one love the world, the love of the Father is not in him; [16] because all that [is] in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

Acts 1 (JND) [1] I composed the first discourse, O Theophilus, concerning all things which Jesus began both to do and to teach, [2] until that day in which, having by the Holy Spirit charged the apostles whom he had chosen, he was taken up; [3] to whom also he presented himself living, after he had suffered, with many proofs; being seen by them during forty days, and speaking of the things which concern the kingdom of God; …

Acts 2 (JND) [1] And when the day of Pentecost was now accomplishing, they were all together in one place. [2] And there came suddenly a sound out of heaven as of a violent impetuous blowing, and filled all the house where they were sitting. [3] And there appeared to them parted tongues, as of fire, and it sat upon each one of them. …
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